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ABSCESS    OF    THE    SPLEEN    SUPERVENING    UPON  INTERMITTENT 

FEVER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — If  the  following  case,  taken  with  slight  additions  from  my  case- 
book, should  be  deemed  worth  inserting  in  your  valuable  Journal,  it  is  at 
your  disposal.  W.  H.  Webster. 

Batavia,  N.  Y.  January  23,  1836. 

Miss  E.  G.,  aet.  19,  of  small  stature,  scrofulous  habit,  and  an  unusual 
flow  of  animal  spirits,  about  two  years  since  received  an  injury  in  the 
left  side  by  a  fall  from  a  height  upon  the  top  of  a  chair-back.  This  was 
followed  by  pretty  severe  pulmonic  symptoms,  bloody  expectoration,  &c. 
She  so  far  recovered  as  to  endure  light  labor  ;  but  has  ever  since  felt 
more  or  less  tenderness,  and  often  severe  pain,  in  this  side.  This  history 
I  obtained  at  my  first  visit,  April  28,  1S29.  At  this  time  she  had  been 
sick  about  fourteen  days  of  Intermittent  Fever,  for  which  I  was  called  to 
prescribe.  The  type  of  fever  was  tertian,  of  a  mild  character,  which 
was  easily  borne,  but  for  the  intense  pain  of  the  left  side,  supposed  to  be 
caused  by  it.  She  had  been  told  by  her  former  physicians  that  she  had 
"  an  ague  cake,"  although  this  was  her  first  attack  of  intermittent  fever. 
The  paroxysms  were  readily  interrupted  by  the  use  of  quinine  in  the 
ordinary  mode  of  administering  for  that  disease  in  the  country.  Fomen- 
tations and  counter-irritants  so  far  relieved  the  distress  of  the  side,  that 
within  about  ten  days  of  my  first  call  she  went  twenty  miles  into  the 
country  on  a  visit.  The  side,  however,  was  more  troublesome  than  be- 
fore her  sickness.  While  absent,  she  relapsed  through  imprudence  in 
diet,  exercise,  and  exposure  to  wet  weather  and  late  hours,  and  the  pa- 
roxysms returned — and  after  three  or  four  weeks,  came  to  town,  and 
called  on  me  again.  I  found  much  pain,  tenderness,  and  considerable 
enlargement  of  the  left  side — and  most  in  the  niche  between  the  ribs  and 
spine — paroxysms  of  fever  recurring  daily,  and  considerable  oedema  of 
the  lower  extremities,  especially  of  the  left  side — pain  in  the  left  shoulder 
and  arm.  The  pulse  has  constantly  ranged,  both  in  the  relapse  and  first 
attack,  between  68  and  73,  nor  have  I  ever  found  it  either  side  of  these 
extremes,  though  there  was  present  every  other  symptom  of  a  high  grade 
of  fever  in  the  relapse  and  of  acute  suffering.  The  paroxysms  were 
immediately  interrupted  as  before  ;  the  patient  appearing  unable  to  with- 
stand them  but  a  few  days.    This  was  effected  on  the  20th  of  June. 

The  pain,  tumefaction  and  tenderness  gradually  increased,  and  ex- 
tended past  the  median  line  of  the  abdomen  towards  the  right  side,  also 
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over  the  spine.  On  the  24th  ptyalism  was  induced,  and  followed  by 
the  use  of  cicuta.  Counter-irritation  was  kept  up  from  the  first  by  epis- 
pastics,  followed  by  the  tartar  ointment,  with  frequent  exhibition  of  ca- 
thartics and  laxatives,  which  had  their  usual  effect.  Blood  was  drawn 
from  the  arm,  but  the  pulse  became  very  weak,  and  much  tendency  to 
syncope  seemed  to  contra-indicate  its  further  use,  to  any  considerable 
extent.  The  tumor  gradually  enlarged,  and  dyspnoea  increased  to  an 
alarming  degree  till  the  6th  July,  when  I  was  hastily  summoned  to  my 
patient,  as  she  was  supposed  to  be  dying — and  her  appearance  was  truly 
moribund.  Pulse  scarcely  perceptible  at  the  wrist  ;  their  number  as 
before  ;  limbs  and  face  cold,  and  bedewed  with  a  clammy  perspiration  ; 
great  nausea,  and  frequent  vomiting  of  green  matter  mixed  with  that  of 
a  purulent  appearance,  and  here  and  there  small  coagula  of  blood.  At 
one  time  there  was  thrown  off  about  two  gills  of  healthy-looking  pus.  At 
the  same  time  there  was  severe  pain  in  the  bowels  with  tenesmus,  and 
frequent  passage  of  bloody  matter,  in  which  were  masses  of  coagulable 
blood,  in  all  respects  like  what  was  vomited  ; — the  bystanders  named 
them  bits  of  liver. 

These  symptoms  gradually  abated  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  hours, 
and  the  patient  rallied.  It  was  now  observed  that  the  enlargement  of 
the  side  and  abdomen  had  greatly  subsided,  and  the  pain  and  dyspnoea 
had  wholly  disappeared.  Symptoms  present  were  tendency  to  syncope 
and  extreme  prostration,  with  a  smarting  or  burning  sensation  at  the 
stomach.  Matter  of  a  purulent  and  bloody  appearance  was  detected  in 
the  stools  for  two  or  three  days.  From  this  time  the  patient  recovered 
rapidly,  and  in  seventeen  days  from  the  rupture  of  the  abscess  left  town, 
though  not  dismissed. 

Two  months  later.  The  left  arm  has  a  regular  paroxysm  of  intermit- 
tent fever  every  second  day — passing  through  the  cold,  febrile,  and 
sweating  stages  with  surprising  regularity,  and  each  stage  perfectly  cha- 
racterized. A  chill  of  an  hour  to  one  and  a  half  hour — nail  and  hand 
purple — the  skin  of  the  whole  arm  covered  with  the  roughness  called 
goose-flesh — the  temperature  of  the  arm  decidedly  lower  than  that  of  the 
other,  or  any  part  of  the  body  :  and  the  succeeding  stages  were  as  deci- 
dedly marked  as  this.  No  other  part  of  the  body  was  in  the  least  affected. 
Tinct.  iodine,  25  gtt.  three  times  a  day,  with  infusion  of  the  woods  and 
sarsaparilla,  were  used ;  and  after  pursuing  this  course  about  three  weeks, 
she  seemed  restored  to  almost  perfect  health. 

It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  state  that  this  female  has  since  married 
and  borne  children.  I  saw  her  this  day — her  side  is  her  weak  point,  but 
not  very  troublesome. 


CHRONIC  APHTHA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — An  article  with  the  above  caption  appeared  in  your  very 
useful  Journal,  signed  W.  A.  Gillespie,  Vol.  XII.  page  208.  Indisposi- 
tion of  health  is  my  apology  for  not  noticing  it  sooner.    The  Dr.  having 
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observed  in  the  Journal,  Vol.  XI.  page  4*20,  some  intimations  from  me 
of  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  secale  cornutum,  when  injudiciously  admin- 
istered, and  the  diagnostic  symptoms  that  followed  the  exhibition  of  the 
medicine,  thinks  he  recognizes  the  above  disease,  and  says  "  he  ascribes 
a  disease  called  chronic  aphthae  to  its  administration."  Most  certainly  I 
have  not  been  misunderstood  ;  and  now  would  be  understood  to  say,  that 
the  secale  cornutum  has  in  many  hundreds  of  parturient  cases,  about 
here,  been  so  freely  and  injudiciously  employed  as  to  produce  disease, 
and  that  disease  so  produced,  has,  by  some,  been  denominated  chronic 
thrush,  or  aphthae,  and  treated  as  there  mentioned. 

The  Dr.  further  remarks — "  I  have  seen  a  similar  affection  to  the  one 
described  in  cases  where  no  ergot  had  ever  been  exhibited."  Some  few 
years  ago  the  physicians  in  Ulica,  N.  Y.  attended  a  similar  case.  They 
had  naught  but  the  symptoms  to  guide  them  in  their  prescriptions;  the 
depleting  course  was  pursued,  and  the  girl  was  restored  to  health.  The 
same  individual  has  since  informed  me,  that,  by  the  advice  of  an  old 
woman  in  that  place,  she  took  the  ergot  in  large  doses  for  some  weeks, 
to  restore  the  catamenia  ;  that  her  physicians  were  not  informed  of  it  ; 
that  from  subsequent  experience,  she  had  no  doubt  the  ergot  caused  all 
her  sickness  at  that  time. 

One  other  similar  case  was  reported  to  the  Orleans  County  Medical 
Society,  and  by  the  appointment  of  the  Society  I  examined  the  case  and 
learned  the  following  facts.  The  strength  of  Mrs.  P.  was  suddenly  pros- 
trated. A  medical  council  was  summoned,  who  pronounced  the  disease 
chronic  thrush  in  the  stomach.  Bal.  copaivi  was  administered  to  her. 
The  stomach  became  offended  with  the  medicine,  and  the  woman  with 
her  doctors.  An  abortion  supervened,  but  rest  and  food  restored  her 
health.  In  her  case  no  ergot  had  ever  been  administered,  no  roseate 
hue  of  the  skin  appeared,  no  aphthous  eruption,  no  diarrhoea,  no  invete- 
rate dyspepsia,  no  pain  but  parturient — no  medical  man  again  consulted  ! 

I  could  mention  a  great  many  other  cases  of  the  like  character,  or 
very  unlike  character,  denominated  chronic  thrush  ;  but  suffice  it  to  say 
that  some  practitioners  say  to  all  this,  it  is  their  privilege  to  name  the 
diseases  of  their  own  patient,  and  they  are  not  amenable  to  any  man 
for  the  name  ;  and  it  is  enough  for  people  to  know  they  cure  as  many 
of  their  patients  as  any  others. 

The  Dr.  next  "  inquires  if  I  can  throw  more  light  on  so  important  a 
subject."  Chronic  aphthae  of  medical  writers  is  a  distemper  I  have  no 
practical  knowledge  of.  The  duties  of  the  profession  I  have  pursued 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  have  never  met  with  a  single  case  of  it. 
Fully  indeed  am  I  satisfied  that  the  disease  can  never  prevail  among  us 
here,  for  the  very  good  reason  that  we  have  not  sufficient  marshy  ground 
to  support  it ;  neither  can  the  much  dreaded  intermittent  fevers  much 
longer  prevail,  for  the  rapid  march  and  improvements  making  in  agricul- 
ture have  already  set  bounds  to  this  endemic,  beyond  which  it  cannot 
pass.  The  Dr.  will  perceive  I  am  not  the  most  proper  person  to  throw 
light  on  the  subject  of  chronic  aphthae  of  writers,  for  want  of  practical 
knowledge,  at  least.  If  Dr.  G.  wishes  a  full  account  of  inflammation  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  as  it  would  appear  after  the  exhibition  of  ergot, 
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ardent  spirits,  or  other  poisonous  substances,  I  would  respectfully  refer 
him  to  standard  works,  for  the  symptomatology,  pathology,  and  mode  of 
treatment.  Yours,  &c.  J.  Swett. 

Ridgeway,  Orleans  Co.  N.  Y.,  Jan.  15th,  1836. 


M.    POYEN'S    LECTURES    ON    ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

[By  permission  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this 
paper,  we  publish  the  following  extracts  from  his  second  lecture  in  Bos- 
ton, the  manuscript  having  been  kindly  furnished  by  the  author.  A 
more  correct  idea  of  Dr.  P.'s  manner  of  treating  the  subject  would  be 
obtained  by  a  perusal  of  the  whole  series  of  lectures ;  but  the  limits  of 
the  Journal  entirely  forbid  their  insertion.  Considerable  curiosity  has 
been  recently  elicited  on  this  subject  in  America,  and  it  appears  to  call 
forth  still  more  in  some  parts  of  Europe.  We  trust  Dr.  Perry,  of 
this  city,  will  communicate  the  result  of  a  magnetic  experiment,  made 
the  last  week  on  an  unsophisticated  patient  of  his,  at  the  House  of 
Industry.] 

All  the  moral  conditions  required  to  exercise  magnetism  are  compre- 
hended in  the  following  precepts  of  M.  de  Luyseigne,  one  of  the  first 
and  most  distinguished  friends  to  the  cause  of  magnetism : — A  smart  will 
to  do  the  good.  A  firm  belief  in  one's  power.  An  entire  confidence 
in  using  it. 

As  to  the  conditions  required  to  undergo  the  magnetical  action,  they 
are  but  few  in  number.  In  the  first  place,  the  magnetized  person  ought 
to  be  willing  to  submit  himself  to  the  operation,  to  believe  in  the  possibility 
and  efficiency  of  magnetism  ;  these  dispositions  are  extremely  fit  to  favor 
the  magnetical  action  ;  still  they  are  not  absolutely  necessary  ;  they  are 
not  indispensable  ;  for  sleep,  nay,  somnambulism,  can  be  produced,  in 
spite  of  the  person  who  is  acted  upon,  and  they  are  sometimes  produc- 
ed to  his  great  displeasure,  or  he  being  not  aware  of  it — as,  for  instance, 
during  fits  of  epilepsy,  in  which  the  patient  falls  completely  senseless  ; 
also  of  hysteria,  wherein  the  extreme  pains  and  the  loss  of  sense  pre- 
vent the  action  of  external  impressions. 

2.  The  magnetized  individual  ought  to  be  sick  ;  and  if  he  be  of  a  ner- 
vous constitution,  if  he  be  affected  with  a  nervous  disease,  he  finds  him- 
self in  a  condition  highly  favorable  to  the  production  of  magnetical  effects. 
The  magnetical  agent,  which  seems  peculiarly  designed,  from  its  very 
nature,  to  repair  the  defects  of  harmony  and  supply  the  wants  of  equili- 
brium in  the  human  organization,  shows  its  power  best  in  cases 
which  present  the  mentioned  wants  and  defects.  After  alj,  it  would  be 
incorrect  to  affirm  that  healthy  people  never  did  feel  and  cannot  feel  the 
influence  of  magnetism,  as  cases  of  the  contrary  have  been  observed. 

Let  us  now  describe  the  manual  processes  used  by  magnetizers  to 
transmit  the  influence.  The  person  who  is  to  be  magnetized  is  placed 
in  the  sitting  position,  on  a  convenient  sofa,  or  upon  a  chair.  The-mag- 
netizer,  sitting  on  a  little  higher  seat,  before  his  face,  and  at  about  a  foot 
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distant,  recollects  himself  a  few  moments,  during  which  he  holds  the 
thumbs  of  the  patient,  and  remains  in  this  position  until  he  feels  that  the 
same  degree  of  heat  is  established  between  the  thumbs  of  that  person 
and  his  own.  Then  he  draws  off  his  hands  in  turning  them  outwards, 
and  places  them  upon  the  shoulders  for  nearly  a  minute.  Afterwards 
he  carries  them  down  slowly,  by  a  sort  of  friction  very  light,  along  the 
arms,  down  to  the  extremities  of  the  fingers.  He  begins  again  the  same 
motion  five  or  six  times  ;  it  is  what  magnetizers  call  passes.  Then  he 
passes  his  hands  over  the  head,  keeps  them  there  a  few  moments,  brings 
them  down  in  passing  before  the  face,  at  the  distance  of  one  or  two 
inches,  to  the  epigastrium,  where  he  stops  again,  either  in  bearing  upon 
that  region,  or  without  touching  it  with  his  fingers.  And  he  thus  comes 
down  slowly  along  the  body,  to  the  feet.  These  passes  or  motions  are 
repeated  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  course,  and  when  he  wishes  to 
finish  it  he  carries  them  even  beyond  the  extremities  of  the  hands  and 
feet,  in  shaking  his  fingers  at  each  time.  Finally,  he  performs  before 
the  face  and  the  chest  some  transversal  motions,  at  the  distance  of  three 
or  four  inches,  in  presenting  his  two  hands  put  near  one  another,  and  in 
removing  them  abruptly.  At  other  times,  he  brings  near  together  the 
fingers  of  each  hand,  and  presents  them  at  three  or  four  inches  distant 
from  the  head  or  the  stomach,  leaving  them  in  that  position  for  one 
or  two  minutes  ;  then,  alternately  drawing  them  off,  and  bringing  them 
near  those  parts,  with  more  or  less  quickness,  he  imitates  the  motion  that 
we  naturally  exercise  when  we  wish  to  get  rid  of  a  liquid  which  wets  the 
extremity  of  our  fingers. 

Such  are  the  proceedings  commonly  used  to  obtain,  through  the  action 
of  the  will,  the  magnetical  phenomena.  During  their  performance,  the 
magnetizer  must  bring  all  his  attention  and  moral  strength  towards  the 
production  of  some  effect,  and  all  noises  of  any  kind  ought  to  be  carefully 
avoided  on  the  part  of  the  assistants,  such  as  laughing,  speaking  loud, 
stepping  over  the  room,  he. 

The  first  time  a  person  is  magnetized,  it  happens  that  either  he  does 
not  feel  anything,  or  he  feels  only  some  heat  in  his  head,  some  cepha- 
lalgy,  sometimes  a  sort  of  stiffness,  of  sleepiness,  and  dizziness — very 
seldom  he  falls  into  somnambulism.  It  is  necessary  to  continue  it 
for  eight  or  ten  days,  during  thirty,  forty-five  minutes,  nay,  one  hour,  at 
each  time,  before  desponding  and  giving  it  up.  Sometimes  nothing  is 
obtained,  but  headache,  vertigo,  nausea,  and  vomiting  ;  this  gastric  state 
is  very  frequent,  and  it  may  also  happen  by  changing  the  magnetizer. 
At  another  time,  a  profound  drowsiness  very  similar  to  sleep  is  produced; 
this  sleep  is  different  from  somnambulism,  because  the  cerebral,  mteMec- 
tual  and  sensorial  functions  of  the  magnetized  person  are  entirely  sus- 
pended, as  in  sleep.  At  other  times,  in  fine,  somnambulism  ensues,  that 
is  to  say,  a  state  during  which  the  senses  of  hearing  and  sight  are  stop- 
ped, the  cerebral  faculties  remaining  wholly  sound,  or  even  becoming 
singularly  exalted.  Somnambules  are  at  first  more  or  less  imperfect ; 
but  by  continuing  to  magnetize  them,  with  various  cares  which  I  need 
not  mention  here,  they  make  progress  in  lucidity,  and  reach  a  certain 
degree  of  perfection. 
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In  the  passage  from  the  watching  state  to  somnambulism,  the  pheno- 
mena succeed  in  the  following  order  : — first  the  head  soon  becomes 
heavy  and  numbed  ;  afterwards  the  superior  eyelid  falls,  shuts,  and  can- 
not be  lifted  up  again.  The  cerebral  stiffness  and  drowsiness  increase 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  person  thinks  he  is  going  to  sleep.  At  length 
a  moment  arrives  in  which  a  sort  of  awakening  is  effected  ;  it  is  the  stale 
of  somnambulism.  The  duration  of  this  passage  varies  from  one  minute 
to  fifteen  and  twenty  minutes ;  very  seldom  longer. 

You  will  ask  now  what  are  the  phenomena  produced,  both  while  the 
operation  is  performed  and  during  somnambulism  ?  These  phenomena  I 
divide  into  two  distinct  series:  some  relating  to  the  magnetizing  person, 
and  testifying  the  existence  of  a  magnetical  agent — others  relating  to  the 
state  of  somnambulism,  and  testifying  the  extraordinary  faculties  arising 
from  that  peculiar  state  of  the  brain.  Of  the  former  series  I  have  already 
mentioned  various  facts,  which  commonly  occur  during  the  first  course. 
Such  are  either  a  great  calm  or  agitation  of  the  nervous  system,  pain  in 
the  stomach  or  in  the  head,  a  feeling  of  stiffness  and  contraction  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  brain,  drowsiness,  stretchings,  heaviness  of  the  eyelids, 
sensation  either  of  cold  or  heat  in  the  limbs  ;  the  digestion  is  sometimes 
singularly  quickened,  at  other  times  it  is  the  reverse.  Now  there  is  an 
abundant  perspiration  of  the  skin  ;  now  a  general  coolness  and  a  sudden 
horripilation  of  different  parts  of  the  body.  Almost  always  the  patient  feels 
relieved  of  his  usual  pain,  and  sometimes  the  symptoms  of  the  existing 
sickness  cease  as  by  a  charm. 

The  phenomena  I  have  just  laid  down  already  testify,  in  a  certain 
measure,  the  existence  of  a  magnetical  agent  and  the  power  of  the  mag- 
netizer. The  following,  I  believe,  carries  the  truth  to  its  fullest  evidence. 
I  have  said  that  through  the  action  of  his  will  and  the  manual  proceedings 
above  described,  the  magnelizer  can  put  a  person  to  sleep,  sometimes 
from  the  first,  but  more  commonly  at  the  third  and  fourth  performance  ; 
this  is  a  fact  beyond  doubt.  More  than  that,  from  the  moment  a  person 
finds  himself  under  the  influence  of  a  magnetizer,  that  is  to  say,  after 
having  slept  once  or  twice  by  the  action  of  his  will  and  these  manual  pro- 
ceedings, called  passes,  this  magnetizer  is  able  to  make  him  sleep  at  any 
time,  when  he  has  a  mind  to,  by  the  sole  action  of  his  will,  at  a  distance 
of  eight,  ten  or  fifteen  feet  from  the  magnetized  person,  and  without 
any  gesture.  Sleep  can  even  be  produced,  in  spite  of  the  patient,  or  he 
being  not  at  all  aware  of  it.  It  often  happened  to  me  to  wish  to  get 
somebody  to  sleep,  says  M.  Rostan  ;  immediately  stretchings,  gaping, 
and  other  symptoms  announcing  sleep,  manifested  themselves. 

Not  only  the  magnetical  action  can  be  felt  at  a  distance,  in  the  same 
room  and  without  any  apparent  motion  from  the  magnetizer,  but  even 
from  one  room  to  another,  through  the  partition  wall.  I  select  the  fol- 
lowing instance  from  the  narrative  of  the  public  experiments  made  at  the 
Hotel  Dieu  of  Paris,  in  1820. 

The  9th  of  November,  at  quarter  past  9  o'clock,  in  the  morning,  when 
M.  Dupotel  arrived  in  the  usual  place  of  performance*  M.  Husson,  the 
chief  physician  of  the  hospital,  came  and  told  him  that  M.  Recamier,  a 
celebrated  professor  of  the  faculty  at  Paris,  wished  to  see  him  put  the 
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patient,  M'lle  Samson,  to  sleep,  through  the  partition  wall.  M.  Dupotel 
was  overjoyed  with  the  proposition,  being  exceedingly  desirous  of  having 
so  eminent  a  witness  of  the  fact,  as  M.  Recamier.  Therefore,  after  con- 
versing a  few  minutes,  concerning  the  magnetical  phenomena,  they 
agreed  together  for  a  signal,  and  M.  Dupotel  stepped  into  the  next  apart- 
ment, in  which  lie  was  shut  up.  M'lle  Samson  was  immediately  after 
brought  to  the  common  room.  M.  Recamier  placed  her  on  a  chair  at 
more  than  six  feet  distant  from  the  wall  between  the  two  apartments. 
He  talks  witli  her,  assures  her  that  the  magnetizer  will  not  come  ;  she 
wishes  to  retire.  At  this  moment  M.  Recamier  asks  her  whether  she 
digests  meat  (this  was  the  word  agreed  upon)  ;  M  Dupotel  commences 
his  action  ;  it  was  thirty-two  minutes  past  9  o'clock.  Thirty-five  minutes 
after,  she  fell  asleep.  Then  M.  Recamier  touches  her,  lifts  up  her  eye- 
lids, shakes  her  hands,  questions  her,  pinches  her,  strikes  blows  on  the 
pieces  of  furniture  to  make  as  much  noise  as  he  could  ;  lifts  her  up  three 
times  in  succession,  and  lets  her  drop  from  his  hands  upon  the  seat;  but 
the  patient  remains  absolutely  insensible  ;  she  was  sleeping. 

It  is  a  fact  a  thousand  times  observed,  that  the  magnetizer,  through 
the  sole  action  of  his  will,  without  any  apparent  motion,  can  palsy  a 
limb,  the  tongue,  or  any  muscular  part  of  the  body  of  the  magnetized 
person,  though  that  very  muscular  system  seems  to  be  endowed  with  a 
strength  and  activity  still  greater  than  in  the  watching  state.  M.  Georget 
says,  on  this  subject:  "  1  have  myself  determined  this  phenomenon,  and 
seen  it  determined  so  many  times,  that  I  consider  it  as  one  of  the  best 
ascertained  of  all  those  which  I  have  observed.  I  experimented  the 
most  often  on  the  fingers,  the  arms,  the  legs  and  the  tongue.  The  pa- 
tient felt  at  first  some  cold  in  the  part,  then  pricking  and  heaviness,  to 
which  stiffness  and  a  complete  loss  of  motion  and  feeling  succeeded. 
After  a  few  moments  the  limbs,  and  especially  the  fingers,  have  mani- 
festly become  cold  and  whitened.  As  L  doubted  whether  the  muscles 
of  the  chest  could  be  so  palsied,  aware  of  their  being  in  a  certain  mea- 
sure out  of  the  cerebral  control,  I  tried  one  day  to  ascertain  the  fact.  I 
caused  such  an  immobility  of  the  thorax,  and  such  danger  of  suffocation, 
that  I  was  frightened,  and  promised  myself  not  to  attempt  again  that 
dreadful  experiment." 

I  proceed  to  another  fact,  which  is  also  beyond  doubt,  though  very- 
extraordinary.  1  allude  to  the  transmission  of  the  magnetical  fluid  or 
agent  to  certain  inert  bodies  of  nature,  such  as  water,  rings,  brushes, 
trees,  &lc.  so  that  those  bodies  acquire  a  real  magnetical  property,  which 
they  had  not  before.  I  find  in  M.  Fillassier's  Thesis  the  following  state- 
ment of  facts  which  took  place  during  a  severe  chronic  inflammation  of 
the  digestive  organs,  with  which  this  physician  wras  affected,  and  for 
which,  after  the  advice  of  a  somnambule,  he  tried  the  effect  of  magne- 
tism. "  My  nights,  for  a  Ions;  time  deprived  of  sleep,  regained  at  length 
some  of  it — and  when  it  happened  to  me  to  be  awaked,  it  was  sufficient 
to  apply  on  my  stomach  a  ring  magnetized  by  M.  Chapelain,  to  prodoce 
in  me  the  same  phenomena  as  his  personal  and  direct  action  produced. 
A  rose-laurel,  magnetized  by  him,  could  develope  the  same  effects,  but 
still  more  agreeably.    It  is  remarkable,  indeed,  that  the  action  of  vege- 
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table  substances,  so  magnetized,  is  milder  and  pleasanter  than  that  of 
inorganieal  bodies.  This  rose-laurel  exercised  another  action  very  dis- 
tinct upon  my  intestines,  especially  upon  the  parts  usually  painful  ;  it 
changed  the  nature  of  the  sensation  I  felt  there  ;  from  darting,  as  it  was 
before,  it  became  itching,  and  similar  to  that  which  is  felt  in  a  wound 
that  commences  to  be  cicatrized." 

In  M.  Fillassier's  Thesis  are  found  various  instances  of  the  transmuta- 
tion of  liquids.  This  needs  some  words  of  explanation.  An  individual 
being  plunged  into  the  state  of  somnambulism,  the  magnetizer  can  trans- 
form any  liquid  he  pleases  into  another,  to  the  somnambule — for  instance, 
water  into  wine,  milk  into  cider.  This  the  magnetizer  accomplishes 
mentally,  without  speaking  a  word,  but  to  some  of  the  assistants,  and 
the  effect  never  fails  upon  the  magnetized  person.  One  of  M.  Chape- 
Iain's  somnambules  drank,  one  day,  two  glasses  of  pure  water  as  Cham- 
paigne  wine,  and  became  soon  very  merry  by  it. 

M.  Fouquier,  a  celebrated  professor  at  the  faculty  of  Paris,  relates  that 
a  person  affected  with  spasmodic  vomiting,  very  difficult  to  be  cured  by 
the  ordinary  course  of  medicine,  was  relieved  by  the  use  of  water  mag- 
netized by  Dr.  Bertrand,  another  distinguished  physician  and  writer. 
The  explanation  of  these  almost  incredible  phenomena  is  to  my  mind 
very  easy,  provided  that  we  admit,  in  man,  the  existence  of  a  fluid  or 
agent  of  a  peculiar  nature,  called  magnetical.  Now,  the  existence  of 
this  agent  appears  indisputable,  from  the  facts  above  mentioned.  It  is 
also  demonstrated  by  a  series  of  analogous  facts,  observed  by  some  mo- 
dern physiologists  respecting  the  electrical  fluid  in  organized  beings. 
We  may,  therefore,  take  the  existence  of  a  magnetical  agent  as  granted. 
This  agent  can  be  moved  and  sent  by  the  will  of  a  person,  wherever  he 
wishes.  Is  it  not  likely,  then,  that  it  can  be  thus  introduced  into  a  brute 
or  vegetable  substance,  as  well  as  in  an  animated  creature,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  heat  or  caloric  and  electricity  are  communicated,  in  certain 
circumstances,  from  one  body  to  another  ?  But  how  understand  the 
marvellous  action  of  a  magnetized  body  upon  a  living  individual?  This 
we  may  account  for,  again,  by  an  analogous  phenomenon,  universally  ob- 
served and  admitted.  I  allude  to  the  property  of  certain  bodies,  an  iron 
cylinder,  for  instance,  loaded  with  electricity,  to  act  in  such  and  such  a 
manner  upon  the  persons  who  are  brought  in  contact  with  them.  A  ring, 
a  glass  of  water,  &c.  are  loaded  with  the  magnetical  fluid,  sent  by  the 
will  of  a  magnetizer,  and  so  find  themselves  fit  to  exercise  all  the  pheno- 
mena ordinarily  produced  by  this  powerful  and  marvellous  fluid. 

Among  the  numerous  and  very  curious  phenomena  produced  by  the 
state  of  somnambulism,  I  will  select  the  most  interesting  and  characteris- 
tic ones — they  are  the  following  :  1.  Insensibility  of  the  external 
senses.  2.  Faculty  of  seeing  through  the  eyelids  shut  up.  3.  The 
Intuition.  4.  The  internal  prevision.  5.  Faculty  of  seeing,  feeling,  and 
curing  the  diseases  of  others.  6.  Supernatural  increase  of  muscular 
strength,  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  memory. 
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CASE    OF  PTOSIS. 

BY   EDWARD  J.   DAVENPORT,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journnl.] 

Frances  Clark,  set.  26,  a  woman  of  feeble  health,  and  of  a  tempera- 
ment partly  nervous,  partly  bilious,  applied  Dec.  22,  1835,  with  a  droop- 
ing of  the  upper  eyelid  of  left  side,  of  two  or  three  weeks  duration.  It 
commenced  gradually  after  exposure  to  extreme  cold.  It  was  preceded 
by  pain  shooting  through  temples  and  affecting  the  integuments  of  the 
head  generally.  These  pains  were  experienced  more  by  night  than  in 
the  daytime,  and  were  so  severe  as  to  prevent  sleep.  The  eyelid  now 
covered  up  the  pupil  entirely,  and  of  course  prevented  all  vision.  Upon 
raising  the  lid  with  the  finger,  and  rolling  the  eye  downwards  at  same 
time,  the  vision  of  this  eye  remained  unaffected  ;  upon  attempting  to  turn 
the  eye  upwards,  both  eyes  being  uncovered,  all  objects  appeared  to  be 
multiplied,  and  a  sense  of  vertigo  and  dizziness  was  induced.  This  mo- 
tion upwards  was  performed  imperfectly,  the  rectus  superior  muscle 
being  affected  simultaneously  with  the  levator  palpebris,  but  the  power 
of  moving  the  eyeball  in  all  other  directions  was  retained.  Pupil  of  each 
eye  was  natural,  and  dilated  and  contracted  as  in  health.  Eyeball  of 
affected  side,  free  from  pain  or  inflammation. 

This  patient  was  also  affected  with  inflammation  and  superficial  ulce- 
rations of  fauces  and  amygdalae,  of  recent  occurrence.  No  cutaneous 
eruption  noticed.  Had  not  taken  any  form  of  mercury  for  two  years,  at 
which  time  had  some  affection  of  the  eyes,  for  which  she  was  salivated. 
Tongue  slightly  coated  ;  pulse  feeble,  but  not  accelerated  ;  catamenia 
regular.  Had  applied  leeches  round  the  eye  and  to  the  eyelids  for  the 
ptosis.  This  case  then  seemed  to  present  an  instance  of  paralysis  of  the 
levator  palpebris  superioris  from  a  rheumatic  affection,  or  in  other  words 
from  cold.  It  evidently  did  not  depend  upon  any  cerebral  disease,  nor 
had  any  local  or  mechanical  injury  occurred. 

After  having  been  purged  freely  by  infusion  of  senna  with  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  she  was  directed  to  take  five  grains  of  blue  pill,  night  and 
morning,  with  the  addition  of  six  or  eight  grains  of  the  compound  powder 
of  opium  (Dover's  powder)  at  bed-time ;  to  apply  blisters  behind  the 
ear,  and  to  use  freely  to  brow  and  temple  an  embrocation  composed  of 
equal  parts  of  aq.  ammonia,  tincture  of  opium,  tincture  of  flies  and  alco- 
hol.   To  avoid  exposure  to  cold. 

25th. — Is  able  to  raise  the  eyelid,  so  as  to  uncover  about  half  of  the 
cornea,  looking  forward.    Continue  treatment. 

28th. — Pain  of  head  much  relieved  ;  feels  better  generally,  and  sleeps 
well.  The  drooping  of  the  eyelid  remains  the  same  as  on  the  25th. 
Patient  attributes  the  amendment  in  her  general  health  to  the  purgative 
operation  of  the  infusion  of  senna.  Was  directed  to  continue  the  reme- 
dies prescribed  at  last  visit. 

31st. — State  of  the  eyelid  improved.  Omit  internal  remedies,  on  ac- 
count of  the  occurrence  of  the  catamenia. 

Jan.  2d,  1836. — Is  now  able  to  raise  the  eyelid,  so  as  to  disclose  the 
pupil.    Some  tenderness  of  gums  from  the  pills  ;  which  she  was  directed 
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to  omit  at  last  visit.  Was  now  advised  to  continue  the  application  of 
blisters  upon  the  temple  or  behind  the  ear,  to  use  the  topical  remedies 
as  before  directed. 

Jan.  7th. — Eyelid  improving  gradually,  but  patient  complains  of  some 
remaining  dimness  of  vision  and  of  double  vision,  when  attempting  to 
look  upwards  with  both  eyes  unclosed.  Has  had  no  pain  of  head  for 
some  days.  Was  directed  to  continue  the  application  of  the  tincture  of 
soap  and  opium  to  the  eyelid,  and  repeat  blisters  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  eye. 

Jan.  20th. — Power  of  motion  of  the  eyelid,  and  also  of  vision,  restored  ; 
general  health  improved. 
Boston,  February,  1836. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    FEBRUARY    1  0,    18  36. 


DR.  JACKSON'S  APPENDIX   TO   LOUIS  ON  BLOODLETTING. 

This  appendix  opens  as  follows  : — "  The  results  attained  by  the  foregoing 
inquiry,  will,  no  doubt,  surprise  many,  if  not  most,  medical  num.  They 
certainly  do  not  accord  with  my  own  previous  impressions  in  various  re- 
spects. I  had  believed,  for  instance,  that  bloodletting,  alter  the  third  or 
fourth  day  in  pneumonitis  was  not  often  useful,  and  that  sometimes  it  was 
injurious  ;  but  that  on  the  first,  second  and  third,  and  perhaps  on  the 
fourth,  it  both  mitigated  the  disease  and  shortened  it.  It  was  my  practice 
to  bleed  freely  in  the  first  instance.  ;  at  least  more  freely  than  was  done  at 
the  hospital  La  Charite,  where  the  observations  given  in  the  first  chapter 
of  this  work  were  made.  Accordingly,  when  1  saw  those  observations 
three  years  ago,  published,  as  they  then  were,  separately,  it  appeared  to 
me  very  certain  that  a  more  copious  bleeding  on  the  early  days  would 
have  given  different  results.  After  reading  this  work,  where  the  second 
chapter  shows  that  very  little,  if  anything,  more  was  gained  by  a  copious 
bleeding  in  the  first  instance,  my  faith  Was  shaken  ;  though  I  still  thought 
some  exceptions  might  be  taken  to  the  conclusions  at  which  M.  Louis 
had  arrived.  Particularly  it  did  not  appear  that  he  had  had  many  oppor- 
tunities to  order  these  bleedings  in  the  three  first  days  of  the  disease. 
But,  instead  of  urging  objections  to  his  conclusions,  it  seemed  best  that  I 
should  inquire  accurately  how  far  the  facts  within  my  own  reach  would 
confirm  or  contradict  them.  On  this  account  I  determined  to  examine 
the  case-book  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  It  is  the  object 
of  this  appendix  to  give  the  results  of  that  examination." 

An  analysis  is  accordingly  given  of  all  the  cases  of  pneumonitis,  con- 
tained in  these  books,  which  are  not  objectionable  either  on  account  of 
the  deficiency  of  the  records  in  some  important  details,  or  of  the  state  of 
the  patients'  health  previous  to  the  attack.  In  M.  Louis's  cases,  it  will 
be  remembered,  the  patients  were  in  perfect  health  at  the  time  when  the 
first  symptoms  of  the  disease  appeared. 

Fatal  cases  are  altogether  omitted,  for  what  reason  is  not  stated,  The 
number  analyzed  is  thus  only  34,    Of  the  history  and  treatment  of  these, 
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a  full  tabular  view  is  given,  showing  of  course,  in  each  case,  on  what  day 
of  the  disease  venesection  was  first  practised,  the  number  of  bleedings, 
and  the  quantity  of  blood  drawn  at  each  time. 

Twenty-nine  of  the  cases  were  bled,  and  in  these  the  average  period 
of  convalescence  was  13.03  days.  The  corresponding  period  in  the  five 
cases  not  bled,  was  14.6  days.  Four  cases  were  bled  on  the  first  day,  all 
to  faintnesSj  or  else  to  the  amount  of  20  or  30  ounces.  Their  mean  du- 
ration was  eleven  days,  showing  a  gain  of  nearly  one  quarter  upon  the 
cases  iti  w  hich  bleeding  was  omitted.  In  the  latter  class  of  cases,  moreo- 
ver, the  disease  was  on  the  average  much  less  severe  than  in  the  former. 
In  one  of  the  cases  bled  on  the  first  day,  12  ounces  being  taken,  and  the 
patient  then  becoming  faint,  convalescence  took  place  on  the  fourth  day. 
This  speedy  amendment  Dr.  Jackson  thinks  may  render  the  case  objec- 
tionable. But  in  an  inquiry  like  the  present, -that  alone  is  obviously  no 
reason  for  so  regarding  it.  The  case  is  given  in  detail,  that  each  reader 
may  form  his  own  opinion  of  it.  Its  character  seems  to  us  as  well  marked 
as  that  of  any  mild  case  can  be  without  the  aid  of  auscultation  or  percus- 
sion. The  physical  signs,  if  noted  at  the  time,  and  they  probably  were  so, 
are  not  given  in  the  record.  Indeed  these  are  not  reported  in  any  cases, 
although  noted  in  nearly  all.  With  unnecessary  distrust  in  his  own  skill, 
it  appears  to  us,  Dr.  J.  is  unwilling  to  place  reliance  on  any  notes  made 
previous  to  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

The  gain  was  not  much  less,  if  venesection  was  performed  only  as  late 
as  the  second  day.  Indeed  our  own  examination  of  the  tables  has  given 
us  one  result  not  stated  by  the  author.  Of  the  thirteen  cases  bled  before 
the  third  day,  ten  were  bled  to  faintness,  or  to  20  or  30  ounces,  and  their 
mean  duration  was  10.9  days.  Whence  it  would  appear  less  important 
in  which  of  the  first  two  days  bloodletting  is  practised,  than  that  the  quan- 
tity tii ken  should  be  large,  producing  syncope.  In  all  probability,  howe- 
ver, a  greater  number  of  cases  bled  on  the  first  day,  would  furnish  a  dif- 
ferent result. 

If  bloodletting  was  deferred  until  after  the  second  day  and  not  beyond  the 
ninth,  the  mean  duration  of  the  disease  did  not  vary  much,  on  whichever 
day  it  was  first  practised.  This  mean  was  nearly  13  days.  Two  cases 
are  given,  admitted  to  the  hospital  after  the  thirteenth  day,  and  bled  one 
on  the  fourteenth  and  the  other  on  the  nineteenth  day,  in  which  conva- 
lescence was  delayed  until  the  twenty-fifth.  These  cases  may  perhaps 
with  propriety  be  omitted  from  the  general  calculations. 

Including  these,  however,  the  mean  duration  of  all  the  31  cases  was 
13.2')  days.  That  of  Louis's  first  set.  of  cases  was  19  days,  and  of  his  se- 
cond set,  17.  This  great  difference  Dr.  J.  is  disposed  to  attribute  less  to 
the  treatment,  than  to  the  greater  warmth  of  our  wards,  and  the  general 
superiority  of  the  accommodations  of  our  hospital,  over  those  of  the 
French. 

The  controlling  influence  of  these  causes  will  not  be  doubted,  when 
we  learn  the  interesting  fact  that  in  general,  the  earlier  in  the  disease  the 
patients  entered  the  house,  the  earlier  did  convalescence  take  place. 
Thus  of  20  cases  which  entered  from  the  first  to  the  fourth  day  inclusive, 
the  average  period  of  convalescence  was  11.5  days  ;  that  of  12  cases  en- 
tered from  the  filth  to  the  ninth,  inclusive,  14.75  days;  and  that  of  two  which 
entered,  one  on  the  fourteenth  and  one  on  the  fifteenth  day,  25  days. 
These  facts  seem  to  show  that  even  early  bloodletting  was  a  condition  of 
less  influence  on  the  duration  of  pneumonia,  than  the  patients'  entering 
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the  hospital  at  an  early  period  of  the  disease.  A  curious  result,  that 
scarce  any  would  have  anticipated. 

No  marked  influence  appears  to  have  been  exerted,  by  either  age  or 
sex,  in  Dr.  Jackson's  cases.  With  regard  to  age,  the  result  does  not 
agree  with  that  of  M.  Louis's  tables.  In  18  cases  the  right  lung  alone 
was  affected,  in  12  the  left,  in  4  both. 

Vesication  was  employed  in  22  cases,  and  in  these  the  mean  duration 
was  rather  greater  than  in  those  wherein  it  was  omitted.  This  Dr.  Jack- 
son attributes  to  the  greater  severity  of  the  disease  in  the  former  cases, 
rather  than  to  any  unfavorable  influence  of  the  blisters,  such  as  M.  Louis 
supposes  in  his  cases. 

Upon  the  particular  symptoms  of  pneumonia,  these  tables  show  bleed- 
ing to  have  had  a  more  marked  influence  than  appears  in  those  of  Louis. 
The  changes  in  these  symptoms  are  not  so  fully  noted  as  they  are  by  the 
French  writer.  Dr.  Jackson  thinks,  however,  "  that  the  relief  to  some 
of  the  most  peculiar  symptoms  of  pneumonitis  following  bloodletting  was 
unequivocal  ;  and  that  it  was  probably  much  greater  than  we  should  be 
induced  to  suppose  by  attending  only  to  the  shortening  of  the  disease  by 
the  same  remedy." 

In  all  the  cases  either  calomel,  antimony,  or  colchicum,  were  given  in- 
ternally. But  there  is  nothing  in  the  tables  to  decide  which  of  them 
should  have  the  preference  as  an  adjunct  to  bleeding.  Dr.  J.  thinks, 
however,  that  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  he  should  not  feel 
justified  in  omitting  them  altogether  in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia. 

At  the  close  of  the  appendix  is  given  the  ratio  of  mortality  in  all  the 
cases  of  pneumonia  not  manifestly  secondary,  that  occurred  at  the  Mass. 
Gen.  Hospital,  during  the  four  years  ending  Dec.  3,  1835.  In  this  period, 
51  cases  presented  themselves,  8  of  which  were  fatal  ;  or  1  in  6.34  nearly. 
In  7  of  these  autopsies  were  made,  and  in  every  case  but  one  both  lungs 
were  found  to  have  undergone  inflammation.  In  this  case,  the  details  of 
which  are  given,  there  were  during  life  physical  signs  of  disease  on  both 
sides,  that  on  the  left  having  been  removed  under  treatment.  In  the  case 
where  autopsy  was  forbidden,  there  existed  during  life  manifest  signs  of 
pericarditis.  From  these  facts  we  are  led  to  this  important  pathological 
conclusion,  viz.  "  that  simple  pneumonitis  of  one  side,  in  adults,  is  very 
rarely,  if  ever,  fatal  among  us." 

We  have  seen  that  the  observations  of  one  of  our  most  experienced 
physicians  go  to  confirm  those  of  M.  Louis.  They  show  that  pneumo- 
nitis is  never  or  almost  never  cut  short  in  its  commencement  by  bloodlet- 
ting ;  that  nevertheless  this  agent  has  a  beneficial  influence  on  the  disease, 
mitigating  its  severity  and  lessening  its  duration  ;  and  that  this  relief  is 
very  considerable,  where  a  large  quantity  of  blood  is  taken  at  once  within 
48  hours  of  the  attack.  May  not  hours  be  of  more  importance  in  the  dis- 
ease than  has  been  heretofore  imagined  ;  and  might  not  the  relief  afforded 
by  bleeding  within  12  or  even  6  hours  from  the  attack,  instead  of  after  18 
or  36  hours  have  elapsed,  be  greater  than  the  simple  inverse  ratio  of  the 
numbers  would  lead  us  to  expect  ? 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  although  no  very  satisfactory  practi- 
cal results  are  attained  in  the  essays  we  have  examined,  their  publication 
cannot  fail  to  draw  the  attention  of  physicians  to  the  subject  of  the  inquiry, 
and  to  show  them  in  what  way  that  inquiry  should  be  pursued.  If  from 
what  is  therein  laid  before  them,  their  confidence  in  one  of  their  most 
valued  remedial  agents  is  shaken,  let  them  remember,  that  in  a  science, 
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whose  votaries  are  sincere  and  intelligent,  the  full  and  fair  statement  of 
the  douhts  which  attach  to  any  rule,  received  on  insufficient  evidence, 
may  be  but  instrumental  in  leading  to  its  complete  and  final  establishment. 

We  trust  the  inquiry  will  be  pursued  as  we  have  here  seen  it  begun. 
Every  assiduous  physician  can  do  something  to  aid  it,  if  he  will  but  ob- 
serve carefully,  and  record  faithfully,  seeking  only  the  truth,  which  he 
should  never  fear  to  know  nor  hesitate  to  acknowledge. 

The  thanks  of  the  profession  are  due  to  Dr.  Jackson  and  Dr.  Putnam 
for  their  valuable  addition  to  our  medical  literature. 


MASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

A  regular  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  was  holden  in  this  city  on  Wed- 
nesday last.  The  President  being  absent,  Dr.  Rufus  Wyman  took  the 
chair  at  1 1  o'clock.  The  business  before  the  Council  was  not  particularly 
important  or  interesting.  A  revised  catalogue  of  books  necessary  to  be 
studied  by  students  of  medicine  in  Massachusetts,  was  adopted,  and  a 
new  list  also,  which  the  Society  recommended  to  be  read  by  pupils, 
among  which  it  was  gratifying  to  notice  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  was  specified — both  of  which  will  in  due  time  be  published.  Dr. 
Fowler,  of  Stockbridge,  having  declined  the  honor  of  delivering  the  next 
anniversary  address,  Dr.  Andrew  Nichols,  of  Danvers,  was  appointed  in 
his  stead.  After  some  minor  transactions,  of  no  great  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession at  large,  the  meeting  was  dissolved  at  about  1-2  past  1  o'clock. 


NEW    VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Dr.  Doane,  of  New  York,  writes  us  that  a  friend  of  his  has  recently 
received  some  fresh  matter  from  that  part  of  England  where  the  kinepock 
was  first  tried,  and  that  we  may  expect  some  of  it,  if  he  can  procure  that 
which  is  of  a  good  quality. 

It  occurs  to  us  to  mention,  here,  that  some  three  or  four  years  ago,  it 
was  announced  in  the  newspapers  that  a  medical  gentleman  had  succeed- 
ed in  generating  vaccine  virus  in  the  cow,  by  inoculating  the  animal  with 
smallpox.  At  that  time  several  persons  having  died  within  a  few  days  of 
each  other,  at  the  Quarantine  Ground,  port  of  Boston,  all  the  bedding 
was  spread  upon  the  grass  in  front  of  the  hospital,  for  airing,  before  going 
to  the  wash-house — such  as  sheets,  blankets,  pillows,  &c.  Many  articles 
were  so  completely  filled  with  the  matter  which  had  run  from  broken  pus- 
tules on  some  of  the  patients,  that  they  were  finally  burned — it  being 
thought  a  waste  of  labor  to  cleanse  them.  A  few  minutes  after  the  nurse 
had  thus  arranged  things,  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  three  cows,  feeding  near 
by,  walked  to  the  spot,  and  each  one  having  selected  a  bed  to  suit,  quietly 
laid  down  upon  it.  We  were  curious  about  the  result.  Having  rumi- 
nated more  than  two  hours,  they  again  went  to  feeding.  The  bags  of  the 
cows  were  lying  in  contact  with  the  filth.  Blankets,  saturated  with  vari- 
olous matter,  were  put  upon  the  backs  of  two  cows,  afterwards  ;  and  a 
heavy  matrass,  in  a  like  condition,  on  which  a  man  had  been  confined 
with  confluent  smallpox,  was  fastened  to  the  back  of  an  ox,  and  worn  by 
him  several  days  ;  yet  in  none  of  these  instances  did  the  least  indisposi- 
tion or  eruption  ensue.  The  question  may  arise,  why  we  did  not  insert 
the  matter  under  the  skin  ?  The  answer  is  reserved  for  another  time. 
A  dog,  belonging  to  the  establishment,  appeared  to  have  the  distinct 
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smallpox,  the  last  year.  He  was  a  young  pointer,  of  a  milk  white  color. 
There  are  several  Newfoundland  dogs  about  the  premises,  but  none  o( 
them  have  ever  exhibited  a  similar  eruption. 


SURGERY  ILLUSTRATED. 

In  a  few  weeks,  a  new  work,  with  the  above  title,  will  be  published  in 
New  York,  compiled  from  the  writings  of  Gerdy,  Hurd,  Velpeau,  and 
Blasius.  The  first  five  plates  are  devoted  to  the  subject  of  bandages, 
the  next  twenty  to  that  of  fractures,  and  the  remaining  twenty-five  or 
thirty  will  illustrate  the  principal  surgical  operations.  Seventeen  litho- 
graphic plates,  some  of  which  are  remarkably  well  executed,  together 
with  a  few  pages  of  the  text,  in  proof-sheets,  have  been  obligingly  for- 
warded by  the  author,  Dr.  A.  S.  Doane,  of  New  York,  who  is  the  most 
industrious  medical  author  in  the  whole  circle  of  our  acquaintance. 
Whenever  the  book  is  in  readiness  for  the  profession,  it.  will  be  sure 
of  having  our  individual  opinion,  at  least,  of  its  merits. 


Mackintosh's  Practice  of  Physic. — This  work  has  been  republished,  it 
seems,  at  Philadelphia,  with  notes  and  additions  by  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Mor- 
ton. It  is  said  that  the  latter  gentleman  has  prefixed  an  excellent  abridged 
view  of  the  doctrines  of  Broussais,  Louis,  and  Charnel,  of  the  French 
school.  Why  do  we  not  have  early  notices  of  medical  republications  in 
that  city  ?  Were  it  not  for  the  mammoth  Saturday  Courier,  the  profes- 
sion of  the  North  would  not  have  known  the  little  they  do  about  Dr. 
Morton's  recent  labors. 


Extra-Uterine  Faztaiion. — An  animated  discussion  took  place  in  Octo- 
ber last,  at  several  meetings  of  the  London  Medical  Society,  on  the  re- 
port of  a  case,  by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  of  pregnancy,  in  which  the  fcetus  was 
removed  from  the  abdomen  fourteen  months  after  conception.  The  pa- 
tient was  28  years  of  age,  and  had  been  married  eleven  years  without 
having  children.  She  had  the  usual  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  ninth  month  was  seized  with  periodic  uterine  pains,  and  consi- 
dered herself  in  labor.  The  pains  were  attended  with  a  slight  bloody 
discharge,  and  after  the  passage  of  two  or  three  stringy  substances,  gra- 
dually subsided.  For  a  day  or  two  she  suffered  great  inconvenience  from 
the  restlessness  of  the  child,  after  which  the  movements  were  no  longer 
sensible,  but  the  abdomen  continued  to  enlarge,  and  the  legs  became 
cedematous.  From  the  latter  part  of  May  she  gradually  wasted,  and  the 
breasts  and  lower  extremities  diminished  more  than  one-half,  the  abdomen 
remaining  stationary,  and  her  general  health  suffering  materially.  June 
14th,  on  examination,  per  vaginam,  that  canal  was  found  shorter  than 
natural,  and  its  sides  compressed  by  a  large  tumor  occupying  a  portion  of 
the  pelvis,  situated  between  it  and  the  rectum.  The  os  uteri  was  indis- 
tinctly felt,  the  fundus  appearing  turned  downwards  and  backwards,  its 
mouth  being  forced  up  behind  the  pubes.  -  On  the  8th  of  July,  worse, 
more  reduced  ;  pulse  115  ;  constant  vomiting  ;  continual  desire  to  mictu- 
rate ;  with  frequent  labor  pains  and  bearing  down.  On  the  15th,  a  large 
sized  trocar  was  introduced  through  the  linca  alba,  two  inches  above  the 
umbilicus,  where  the  tumor  was  most  prominent,  and  six  pints  of  dark 
chocolate-colored  fluid  escaped,  affording  considerable  relief.    At  the 
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expiration  of  a  fortnight,  a  lock  of  foetal  hair  escaped  through  the  opening 
in  the  tumor,  and  other  pieces  afterwards  passed  through.  A  hard  cir- 
cumscribed tumor  was  now  felt  through  the  abdominal  parietes  in  the  left 
hypochondrium,  evidently  the  head  of  a  child.  The  symptoms  were  ag- 
gravated in  September,  and  on  the  21st  the  foetus  was  removed,  after  en- 
larging the  wound,  above  and  downwards,  five  inches.  The  cross  posi- 
tion of  the  foetus  prevented  its  being  extracted  without  separation  at  the 
shoulder  joint.  The  foot,  and  then  the  trunk,  followed,  but  the  head  was 
too  bulky  to  be  brought  away  entire.  The  placenta  was  found  to  be  ad- 
herent, and  was  not  removed.  The  wound  Was  simply  dressed  and  poul- 
ticed, with  an  opening  left  at  the  lower  portion.  The  foetus  was  of  the 
ordinary  full-grown  size.  On  the  25th  the  placenta  was  removed  through 
the  aperture,  possessing  the  appearance  of  having  been  macerated  for 
a  long  time  in  water.  At  the  time  of  reading  the  report.,  the  sufferer  ap- 
peared to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  restoration  to  health.  We  have  not  room 
for  the  debate  on  this  report,  which  turned  mainly  on  the  expediency  of 
operating  so  early — as  in  the  few  similar  cases  which  are  on  record, 
eighteen,  twenty-four,  and  twenty-eight  months  have  elapsed  from  the 
time  of  conception,  before  the  operation  was  performed. 


Neuralgic  Pain  of  the  Stomach. — The  new  article  creosote  has  been 
employed  in  London  in  the  treatment  of  spasmodic  or  neuralgic  pain  of 
the  stomach.  The  dose  was  gradually  increased  to  seventeen  minims 
every  four  hours,  which  entirely  removed  the  pain  and  cured  the  patient. 


Carbonate  of  Iron  and  Hydriodate  of  Potass  in  Chlorosis. — Dr.  Elliotson 
employs  these  two  remedies  for  the  relief  of  the  violent  pain  of  the  head 
which  accompanies  the  above  disease,  with  much  success.  In  cases 
marked  by  paleness  of  the  face,  lips,  and  tongue,  and  want  of  body  in  the 
pulse,  he  considers  a  treatment  is  indicated  which  will  restore  the  quality 
of  the  blood,  and  iron  has  been  advantageously  resorted  to.  But  when 
the  pain  is  in  the  membranes  of  the  head,  he  gives  also  the  hydriodate  of 
potass.  The  two  remedies  combined,  appear  to  be  indicated,  one  by  the 
state  of  the  constitution,  the  other  by  the  local  symptoms. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  J.  R.  McClintock,  has  been  elected  mayor 
of  Pittsburg,  Penn. — The  Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infir- 
mary has  recently  received  another  donation  of  six  hundred  dollars. — Dr. 
John  W.  Francis,  of  New  York,  has  been  appointed  to  deliver  an  eulogy 
before  the  Historical  Society,  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  late  Dr. 
Hosack. — The  Boston  Dispensary  has  received  a  donation  of  fifty  dollars 
from  the  Hon.  P.  C.  Brooks. — Rutger's  Medical  College,  located  in 
Duane  Street,  city  of  New  York,  is  advertised  to  be  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion. This  was  the  institution  in  which  the  late  talented  Dr.  Godman 
was  professor  of  anatomy. — Contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  met  on  Monday,  February  8th,  to  decide  upon  a  plan  and 
location  of  a  new  Insane  Asylum. — Drs.  William  Turner  and  George 
Adams,  of  New  York,  have  sailed  for  St.  Thomas. — Dr.  J.  W.  Hinckley 
has  been  appointed  physician  to  the  Almshouse,  in  Albany. — Drs.  Wm. 
O'Donnell,  Jasper  Hollenbake,  Henry  Van  Antwerp,  Lewis  B.  Grego- 
ry, and  Dusenbury,  were  recently  appointed  city  physicians  for  the  city 
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of  Albany,  N.  Y. — Ophthalmia  is  a  very  common  disease  in  the  Burman 
kingdom,  for  which  they  seem  to  have  no  remedy.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Kin- 
caid,  a  baptist  missionary,  says  that  he  has  repeated  applications  from 
persons  thus  afflicted. 

To  Correspondents. — W.  W.  will  be  inserted  next  week  if  we  can  possibly 
find  room. — Also  "  Quackery,"  "the  Boston  Bill  of  Mortality,"  and  other  papers. 


Erratum. — Page  417,  last  Vol.  the  sentence  in  the  last  paragraph  but  one,  com- 
mencing with  "  The  details,"  should  read  as  follows :  The  details  given  by  M. 
Louis  leave  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  favorable  influence  of  the  antimony,  and 
this  will  probably  be  readily  admitted.    Neither  the  antimony,  &c. 


Died — At  Louisville,  Ky.  Dr.  Lewis  Saunders,  of  Smithfield — shot  by  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Aston. — At  Havana,  Cuba,  Dr.  A.  F.  E.  Mickle,  formerly  of  Phila- 
delphia, aged  25. — Dr.  Catlin,  U.  S.  A.  massacred  by  the  Indians,  Dec.  28th,  in 
Florida. — In  New  York,  Dr.  James  Dwing,  aged  57. — At  Mendon,  Mass.  Dr. 
Daniel  Thurber,  aged  70,  a  memoir  of  whom  it  is  understood  is  in  preparation  by 
a  committee  of  medical  gentlemen,  for  this  Journal. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  6,  31.    Males,  11— Females,  20. 

Of  hooping  cough,  1— dropsy,  ]—  infantile,  7— consumption,  3— croup,  1— brain  fever,  2— dropsy 
on  the  brain,  2— gravel,  1 — measles,  1— canker,  1— intemperance,  1— old  age,  3— lung  fever,  1 — 
scrofula,  1— dropsy  on  the  chest,  1— convulsions,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — burn,  1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 


On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,    by  Dr.  Channing. 

On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  "  Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery     -      --      --      --      --  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  Dr.  Lewis. 


The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Ofiice.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 


BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTING, 

Of  all  kinds,  will  receive  constant  attention  at  the  Medical  Journal  office.  Medical  books,  pam- 
phlets, &c.  can  be  executed  with  neatness  and  despatch — and,  from  a  long  familiarity  with  medical 
terms,  the  correctness  of  the  typography  may  also  be  relied  upon.  Circulars,  Cards,  Physicians' 
Blanks,  &c.  &x.  will  be  carefully  attended  to.  184  Washington  Street — Feb.  10. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by  D. 
CLAl'P,  JR.  at  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications  must 
be  addressed,  post-paid.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.  Itisalso  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  on  the 
1st  of  every  month,  each  Partcontaining  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a 
cover. — Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the 
year.— Every  seventh  copy  ^gratis.—  Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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INSTITUTION   FOR  DEFORMITIES  OF  THE  SPINE. 

In  a  late  Lecture  at  the  North  London  Hospital,  Dr.  Elliotson  gave  the 
following  account  of  a  very  useful  institution  in  Paris. 

I  may  mention  here  that  I  was  greatly  delighted  lately,  when  visiting 
Paris,  to  see  the  beautiful  plan  of  treatment  adopted  in  an  Orthopedic 
Institution.  I  visited  that  of  Dr.  Bouvier,  and  of  all  the  things  that  I 
visited  belonging  to  the  medical  department  of  Paris,  nothing  gratified 
me  more  ;  little,  indeed,  gratified  me  so  much. 

The  plan  adopted  by  this  gentleman,  and,  T  presume,  by  others,  who 
have  similar  institutions  in  that  capital,  is  two-fold, — that  of  invigorating 
the  system  at  large,  and  that  of  restoring  the  misshapen  parts  as  far  as 
possible  to  their  proper  form.  For  the  former  purpose  the  patients  are 
supplied  with  proper  food,  there  are  baths  of  various  descriptions  in  the 
establishment,  and  the  persons  under  treatment  exercise  as  much  as  pos- 
sible in  the  open  air.  The  hours  of  exercise  recur  three  times  a  day, 
and  unless  in  weather  which  is  bad,  it  takes  place  in  the  grounds  belong- 
ing to  the  institution.  Tonic  medicines  were  also  given,  and  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  pointing  out  to  M.  Bouvier,  as  I  did  to  M.  Lugol,  the 
great  advantage  that  would  arise  from  the  employment  of  very  conside- 
rable doses  of  the  carbonate  of  iron.  With  the  utmost  liberality  he  as- 
sured me  he  would  exhibit  it  in  these  diseases,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  superiority  of  full  doses.  The  other  indication,  that  of  re- 
storing the  deformed  parts  to  their  proper  shape,  is  effected  in  the  most 
agreeable  manner.  They  practise  a  considerable  number  of  gymnastic 
exercises,  all  of  which  have  a  tendency  to  extend  the  parts  which  are 
curved,  while  they  strengthen  the  system  in  general.  These  exercises 
are  infinitely  varied,  so  that  they  are  carried  on  with  pleasure.  The 
patients  pass  from  one  sort  of  exercise  to  another,  and  labor  just  as  much 
as  they  themselves  please.  Some  ascend  ladders  by  the  aid  of  their 
hands  only,  which  ladders  are  suspended  with  a  spring,  so  that  the  weight 
of  the  patient  while  hanging  on  the  ladder,  in  ascending  and  descending, 
tends  to  bring  the  spine  into  a  straight  direction.  Then  they  lie  with 
their  faces  upon  a  sort  of  chair,  which  is  placed  on  an  inclined  plane, 
and  turn  a  handle  and  thus  draw  themselves  up  the  plane.  They  take 
hold  of  horizontal  poles,  and  move  along  to  a  considerable  extent,  by 
means  of  their  hands  alone.  I  cannot  detail  the  number  of  other  contri- 
vances, all  designed  for  the  purpose  of  letting  the  body  extend  itself  prin- 
cipally by  its  own  weight.  The  patients  are  never  allowed  to  rest  upon 
their  seat,  or  upon  their  feet.  At  dinner  their  means  of  support  pass 
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from  the  stool  on  which  they  sit  to  their  armpits,  so  that  the  spine  is 
supported — not  pressed  so  as  to  have  a  tendency  to  curve — and  the 
supports  are  more  or  less  moveable.  In  passing  from  the  house  to  the 
grounds  they  use  crutches,  supporting  themselves,  of  course,  under  the 
armpit,  their  hands  resting  on  the  middle  of  the  crutch.  As  they  pass 
from  one  gymnastic  contrivance  to  another,  they  have  these  crutches 
ever  with  them,  so  that  they  never  rest  for  a  moment  on  their  feet,  be- 
cause while  passing  from  one  apparatus  to  another,  while  they  use  the 
crutches,  their  toes  only  touch  the  ground.  Then  their  gymnastic  exer- 
cises, which  are  quite  a  delight  to  them,  are  never  continued  long  at  a 
time,  lest  they  should  be  fatigued.  The  patients  practise  them  three 
times  a  day,  and  repose  upon  their  backs  I  think  for  eighteen  hours  out 
of  the  twenty -four  ;  and  while  in  repose  there  is  a  moderate  degree  of 
extension  kept  up.  They  go  on  with  their  education  while  in  this  posi- 
tion, and  from  their  leaving  this  position  for  the  purpose  of  gymnastic 
exercises  three  times  a  day,  it  is  not  irksome  to  them.  They  all  seemed 
to  be  perfectly  happy,  and,  in  fact,  in  the  highest  spirits.  The  improve- 
ment which  was  effected  by  this  mode  of  treatment,  was  manifested  by 
the  casts  which  had  been  taken  of  several  young  ladies,  at  the  time  of 
their  admission,  and  at  the  time  of  their  leaving  the  institution.  Many 
had  been  quite  cured,  and  many  who  had  been  greatly  distorted  were 
now  comparatively  but  little  deformed.  In  fact,  a  friend  of  mine  who 
accompanied  me,  with  some  other  English  medical  men,  met  a  young 
lady  there  with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  and  he  was  quite  astonished  at 
the  improvement  which  had  been  made.  The  gentleman  who  superin- 
tended the  establishment,  Dr.  Bouvier,  appeared  to  be  a  most  philoso- 
phic and  amiable  man,  and  I  must  repeat,  that  I  greatly  regret  that  there 
are  not  institutions  precisely  upon  the  same  plan  in  this  country.  I  my- 
self was  so  delighted  with  what  I  saw,  that  notwithstanding  the  institution 
was  half  an  hour's  ride  out  of  Paris,  and  my  time  was  limited,  I  could 
not  refrain  from  going  a  second  time  to  visit  it,  and  the  delight  which  I 
experienced  was  participated  in  by  all  the  English  gentlemen  who  ac- 
companied me. 


MR.   GRAHAMS   REPLY  TO  DR.  BELL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  am  very  sure  that  if  no  one  loved  controversy  better  than  I  do, 
there  would  never  be  any,  where  it  could  be  avoided  without  a  sacrifice 
of  principle  or  duty.  In  the  remarks  which  I  recently  made  concerning 
the  Prize  Dissertation  on  Diet,  by  Dr.  Bell,  of  Deny,  I  was  actuated  by 
what  1  considered  a  duty  to  the  cause  in  which  I  am  engaged.  For 
more  than  five  years  1  have  been  publicly  employed  in  giving  popular 
lectures  on  human  life,  health,  &lc.  in  which  I  have  endeavored  to  show, 
among  many  other  things,  that  a  well-chosen  and  well-regulated  vegeta- 
ble diet  is  more  conducive  to  the  highest  and  best  condition  of  human 
nature  than  any  other.  And  in  carrying  out.  those  principles  in  relation 
to  human  diet,  which  are  admitted  by  all  sound  physiologists,  when  speak- 


Mr.  Graham's  Reply  to  Dr.  Bell. 


23 


ing  of  bread  as  an  important  article  in  the  food  of  man,  I  have  taught  that, 
as  a  general  fact,  the  more  concentrated  form,  or  superfine  flour  bread, 
is  less  favorable  to  the  healthy  and  vigorous  condition  and  function  of  the 
alimentary  organs,  than  bread  which  contains  the  whole  substance  of  the 
wheat.  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  these  views, 
being  opposed  to  the  common  and  long-established  practices  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  could  not  fail  to  excite  some  degree  of  hostility  in 
those  who  were  not  well  acquainted  with  all  the  principles  upon  which 
they  are  founded.  And  the  very  natural  consequence  has  been,  that  the 
excited  prejudices  of  the  multitude  have  led  them  to  fix  their  attention  on 
the  single,  and,  to  them,  most  offensive  feature  of  my  system  of  views, 
and  to  characterize  my  whole  efforts  as  a  crusade  against  flesh-eating  : 
and,  to  make  my  labors  appear  the  more  repugnant  to  the  common  sense 
of  society,  "  the  Graham  system,"  as  the  public  choose  to  call  it,  has 
been  represented  as  comprising  simply  a  diet  of  bran  bread  and  water. 
And  this  view  of  the  subject  has  been  propagated  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  name  of  Graham  has  been  associated  with  the  odious  notion 
of  bran  bread  and  starvation,  until  the  name  itself  has  become  almost 
universally  odious  in  the  public  mind.  In  the  meantime,  however,  hun- 
dreds who  have  listened  to  my  lectures,  and  hundreds  of  others  who,  by 
hearing  of  them,  have  been  led  to  turn  their  attention  seriously  to  the 
subject,  have  been  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  great  principles  which  I 
have  taught,  and  have  endeavored  to  lead  their  friends  to  the  same  con- 
victions. The  consequence  has  been,  that  those  great  principles  have 
been  gradually  gaining  ground,  throughout  our  whole  country,  and  greatly 
modifying  the  habits  of  society,  even  perhaps  where  my  name  has  never 
been  heard  of. 

Now  whether  this  state  of  things  had  anything  to  do  with  the  pro- 
pounding of  the  Boylston  Prize  Question  for  1835,  on  which  Dr.  Bell,  of 
Deny,  has  been  the  successful  writer,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say.  But 
I  honesily  affirm  that  when  I  read  Dr.  Bell's  Dissertation  (which  was 
the  first  I  knew  of  the  matter),  I  fully  believed  that  it  was  designed  to 
combat  the  doctrines  which  I  alone  had  for  five  years  publicly  taught  ; 
and  that,  humble  as  I  am,  Dr.  Bell,  of  Derry,  had  me  personally  in  view, 
when  speaking  of  "  fanatics,"  "  Utopian  dreamers,"  "  modern  Pythago- 
reans," &c.  &c.  But  had  there  been  nothing  but  personal  considerations 
to  prompt  me,  I  certainly  should  never  have  made  any  reply  to  his  sneers 
and  sarcasms,  for  I  felt  very  little  regard  for  their  effect  on  my  personal 
reputation  or  interest.  But  whether  Utopian  or  not,  I  certainly  am  very 
sincere  in  believing  that  the  principles  which  I  advocate  are  essential  to 
the  best  interests  of  human  nature  : — and  believing  this,  and  having  a 
strong  desire  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  secure  the  highest  welfare  of  my 
fellow  creatures,  I  was  prompted  to  make  such  remarks  on  Dr.  Bell's 
Dissertation  as  1  thought  would  counteract  its  unfavorable  effects  on  the 
people  of  New  England  ;  while  at  the  same  time  I  frankly  declared  that 
I  could  not  enter  into  a  full  discussion  of  the  point  in  dispute  between 
us,  because  the  principles  involved  were  too  extensive  to  admit  of  such 
a  discussion  in  your  Journal ;  but  I  stated  that,  as  soon  as  I  could,  I 
would  lay  my  whole  argument  before  the  public  in  another  form,  and 
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afford  every  man  an  opportunity  to  judge  for  himself.  In  my  remarks 
on  Dr.  Bell's  Dissertation,  I  had  no  design  to  be  personal,  nor  disrespect- 
ful towards  the  writer  himself; — and  so  jealous  was  I,  lest  I  might  be 
betrayed  into  something  of  the  kind,  that  1  read  my  remarks  to  three  dif- 
ferent gentlemen,  in  whose  judgment  I  had  confidence,  and  requested 
them  to  tell  me  candidly  if  they  thought  I  had  said  anything  that  could 
justly  be  regarded  as  offensive  or  disrespectful — and  I  should  certainly 
have  struck  out  any  expression  that  they  had  objected  to.  For  I  cannot 
believe  that  we  ever  serve  the  cause  of  trutli  and  virtue,  or  increase  our 
own  usefulness  and  dignity,  by  personal  abuse  and  vituperation.  Nor  am 
I  able  now  to  perceive  anything  of  a  personal  or  disrespectful  character  in 
my  remarks  on  Dr.  Bell's  Dissertation.  Yet  it  seems  that,  in  spite  of  all 
my  caution,  I  have  so  disturbed  the  temper  of  Dr.  Bell,  of  Derry,  as  to 
cause  him  for  a  moment  to  forget  the  respect  due  to  himself,  to  his 
readers,  and  to  his  antagonist,  however  humble,  and  to  drop  himself 
down  far  below  that  dignified  position  which  I  am  persuaded  his  better 
feelings  and  cooler  judgment  would  prompt  him  to  maintain.  I  hope 
Dr.  Bell  will  not  think  that  I  treat  him  with  disrespect,  if  I  do  not  stoop 
to  meet  him  on  the  level  and  in  the  attitude  and  with  the  weapons  which 
he  has  assumed  in  his  last  communication.  I  wish  Dr.  Bell  fully  to  un- 
derstand that  I  regard  him  as  a  young  gentleman  of  talents  and  education, 
and  considerable  professional  learning  and  ability  :  and  considering  the 
doctrines  of  medical  books,  and  the  common  opinions  of  mankind  in  our 
country  and  much  of  Europe,  in  relation  to  human  diet,  the  facts,  rea- 
sonings and  conclusions  of  Dr.  Bell's  Dissertation  are  just  such  as  were 
to  be  expected  from  him  or  any  other  person  whose  association  of  ideas 
and  modes  of  thinking  were  governed  by  a  like  education.  And  had  Dr. 
Bell  confined  himself  to  his  facts,  reasonings  and  conclusions,  he  certainly 
would  have  done  himself  the  honor  of  having  presented  in  his  Prize  Dis- 
sertation, the  common  opinions  of  the  professional  and  non-professional 
world  on  that  subject,  in  a  very  clear,  concise  and  able  manner.  But  I 
must  still  think  that  all  his  sneers  and  sarcasms  concerning  Utopian 
dreamers,  modern  Pythagoreans,  he.  &c.  were  wholly  gratuitous,  and 
only  serve  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  his  performance. 

But  the  Doctor  seeks  revenge  on  me,  for  my  great  arrogance  and 
vanity  in  taking  to  myself  his  sneers  and  sarcasms,  by  declaring  that  so 
humble  and  obscure  a  person  as  I  am,  was  unknown  to  him  and  alto- 
gether beneath  his  notice.  "  I  never  had  any  knowledge  of  this  person 
or  his  doctrines,"  says  the  Doctor.  "  I  beg  leave  to  assure  him  that  I 
had  game  in  my  eye  of  a  higher  grade  entirely,"  &c.  But  is  the  Dr. 
perfectly  candid  in  this  assertion  ?  If  he  is,  then  has  he  been  far  more 
indiscreet  than  I  had  before  supposed.  Let  us  examine  this  matter 
honestly.  Whether  I  have  been  so  fortunate  or  not,  as  to  be  known  to 
Dr.  Bell,  of  Derry,  New  Hampshire, — of  this,  I  have  more  than  ten 
thousand  living  witnesses,  that,  for  several  years  past,  my  name  has  been 
sounded  all  over  the  United  States,  and  almost  universally  with  odium 
and  ridicule,  as  the  name  of  the  individual  who  advocates  abstinence  from 
flesh-eating,  and  a  diet  of  vegetables,  bran-bread,  &,c. — and  no  man  can 
travel  by  stage  or  steamboat,  or  go  into  any  part  of  our  country — Derry 
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perhaps  excepted — and  begin  to  advocate  a  vegetable  diet,  or  even  sit 
down  at  a  table  and  abstain  from  flesh,  tea,  coffee,  &:c.  without  being 
immediately  asked — and  in  no  flattering  manner — "  What !  are  you  a 
Grahamite  ?  "  But  does  Dr.  Bell  suppose  I  am  proud  or  vain  of  this  ? 
He  is  greatly  mistaken  if  he  thinks  so.  I  simply  state  it  as  a  fact  which 
everybody  knows  to  be  true.  Yet  I  acknowledge  that  it  is  to  be  regret- 
ted that  any  man's  name  should  become  so  intimately  associated  with  a 
cause  of  this  kind  :  for  it  will  always  inevitably  happen,  as  in  this  case, 
that  the  name  is  first  made  odious  by  the  principles,  and  then  the  odium 
of  the  name  is  urged  as  the  most  powerful  objection  to  the  adoption  of 
the  principles.  The  name  of  Graham  has  been  rendered  almost  univer- 
sally odious,  by  being  associated  with  vegetable  food  and  water,  and  now 
hundreds  offer  as  the  main  reason  why  they  would  not  adopt  a  simple 
diet,  that  they  detest  and  abhor  the  name.  So  things  go  on  in  this 
world  : — and  so  true  is  it  that  no  man  can  be  permitted  to  do  much 
good  to  his  fellow  creatures  without  paying  a  heavy  tax  for  the  privilege. 
But  Dr.  Bell,  of  Derry,  says  it  is  nothing  but  the  most  arrant  vanity  in 
me  to  take  all  this  to  myself.  He  has  higher  game  in  view.  And  who 
is  that  higher  game  ?  None  other  than  Dr.  R.  D.  Mussey,  Professor  of 
Anatomy  and  Surgery  at  Dartmouth  College  !  Well,  and  what  is  true 
of  Dr.  Mussey  ?  As  a  professor  of  anatomy  and  surgery,  and  as  a  prac- 
tising surgeon  and  physician,  he  is  deservedly  a  man  of  much  distinction. 
As  a  warm  friend  and  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause,  and  the  decided 
supporter  of  almost  every  other  good  cause  in  the  land,  he  is  extensively 
known  and  greatly  esteemed  : — lie  has  also  distinguished  himself  consi- 
derably by  his  lectures  on  tight-lacing.  But  as  an  advocate  for  an  ex- 
clusively vegetable  diet,  Dr.  Mussey  is  comparatively  little  known,  and 
was  still  less  so  when  Dr.  Bell's  Dissertation  was  written.  He  has  within 
two  years  past  delivered  a  single  lecture  on  this  subject  in  three  or  four 
different  places,  and  more  recently  he  has  come  out  with  a  course  of 
twelve  or  fourteen  lectures,  which  he  is  now  delivering  at  Andover. 
This  is  not  said  with  a  design  to  abridge  the  fame  of  Dr.  Mussey,  but  to 
state  the  true  grounds  of  the  argument  between  Dr.  Bell  and  myself. 
Prof.  Hitchcock,  of  Amherst,  has,  I  believe,  within  a  year  past,  in  a  single 
discourse,  argued  in  a  manner  which  goes  to  show  that  a  pure  vegetable 
diet  is  most  conducive  to  intellectual  power,  &c.  Dr.  Mussey,  Prof. 
Hitchcock  and  myself,  then,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  are  the  only  indi- 
viduals, known  in  our  country,  who  have  taken  a  public  stand  on  this 
ground  : — and  so  far  as  the  single  point  of  total  abstinence  from  flesh  is 
considered,  the  first  two  named  gentlemen  are  comparatively  little  known, 
and  have  produced  comparatively  little  effect,  because  they  are  compa- 
rative recent  laborers  in  this  field,  and  have  as  yet  made  but  little  effort. 
Indeed,  their  efforts  could  not  have  been  in  any  measure  concerned  in 
producing  that  state  of  things  of  which  Dr.  Bell  speaks  in  the  commence- 
ment of  his  Dissertation.  NowT,  then,  when  Dr.  Bell  in  his  Prize  Dis- 
sertation talks  about  "  Utopian  dreamers  " — "  modern  empirics  and  mo- 
dern innovators  " — "  self-conceited  and  opinionated  dogmatism  " — "  vi- 
sionary novelties  " — "  new  sect  of  fanatics  — "  men  of  erratic  and  vision- 
ary genius  " — "  modern  Pythagoreans  " — "  bigoted  exclusives,"  &c.  he. 
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"  who  have  persuaded  themselves,  and  have  labored  hard  to  proselyte 
others  to  their  own  faith,  that  the  use  of  animal  food  in  all  its  forms  and 
varieties  is  a  custom  unnatural,  injurious  to  bodily  health,  and  even 
prejudicial  to  intellectual  and  moral  sanity  " — when  Dr.  Bell,  of  Derry, 
talks  in  this  manner,  I  say,  can  any  one,  who  knows  all  the  facts  in  the 
case,  believe  that  he  has  Dr.  Mussey  in  his  eye  ?  especially  when  we 
find  him,  in  the  advertisement  of  his  second  edition,  speaking  of  Dr. 
Mussey  as  "  an  eminent  individual  of  a  scientific  mind  and  philanthropic 
disposition." 

Is  it  probable  that  a  young  gentleman  of  good  education,  and  of  Dr. 
Bell's  just  claims  to  good  breeding,  would  use  such  epithets  as  the  above 
in  reference  to  one  whom  he  regards,  and  whom  he  knows  the  public  to 
regard,  as  an  eminent  individual  of  a  scientific  mind  and  philanthropic  dis- 
position ?  I  will  not  say  that  Dr.  Bell  disingenuously  has  recourse  to  this 
shift,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  an  attitude  which  he  thinks  will  the 
better  enable  him  to  manifest  his  affected  contempt  of  such  an  obscure 
person  as  he  represents  me  to  be.  He  may  be  honest  in  the  position  ; 
'  but  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  he  will  find  few  who  will  be  credulous  enough 
to  give  him  credit  for  entire  candor. 

It  was  not  because  I  vainly  arrogated  to  myself  the  honor  of  being 
noticed  in  the  Prise  Dissertation  of  Dr.  Bell,  of  Derry,  that  I  supposed 
myself  to  be  principally  aimed  at  by  him  ;  but  because  I  knew  that  I 
was  the  only  person  in  this  country  who  could  properly  be  the  subject 
of  his  remarks,  and  because  I  did  not  suspect  that  he  would  use  such 
language  in  reference  to  Dr.  Mussey  or  Prof.  Hitchcock — the  only  other 
gentlemen  who  have,  in  any  measure,  publicly  advocated  a  vegetable 
diet^  in  New  England.  Besides,  there  are  the  strongest  internal  evi- 
dences in  Dr.  Bell's  Dissertation  that  he  actually  had  me  in  his  eye  ;  for 
he  distinctly  refers  to  opinions  which  Prof.  Hitchcock  has  never  advanc- 
ed, and  which  Dr.  Mussey  had  not  publicly  advanced  when  the  Disser- 
tation was  written  ;  and,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  no  other  person  had 
advanced  them  but  myself. 

Could  I  believe  that  Dr.  Bell  designedly  used  such  indecorous  and 
even  insolent  language  towards  one  of  his  own  profession,  whom  he  ac- 
knowledges to  be  an  eminent  individual  of  a  scientific  mind  and  philan- 
thropic disposition,  I  should  be  compelled  to  consider  him  a  much  more 
indiscreet  young  man  than  I  had  before  supposed  ;  and  I  am  confident, 
there  are  few  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  New  England  who 
would  not  consider  Dr.  Bell's  language  as  exceedingly  reprehensible,  if 
they  believed  that  it  was  uttered  with  reference  to  Dr.  Mussey.  But 
Dr.  Bell  will  find  it  difficult  to  make  his  readers  believe  that  he  had  no 
reference  to  me  in  his  opprobrious  language  : — and  if  he  does  make 
them  believe  it,  he  will  only  succeed  in  convincing  them  how  much  more 
he  deserves  their  disapprobation. 

I  will  therefore  close  these  remarks  and  this  controversy  on  my  part, 
by  saying  that  I  hope  and  trust  that  Dr.  Bell,  of  Derry,  will  yet  ripen 
into  a  very  useful  man,  and  learn  to  regard  many  things  which  he  has 
said  in  his  Prize  Dissertation,  and  in  his  last  communication,  as  exceed- 
ingly indecorous  and  improper.    Nor  should  1  be  in  the  least  surprised  if 
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Dr.  Bell  himself  should  yet  become  a  powerful  defender  of  that  faith 
which  he  now  assails  with  so  much  ridicule  and  sarcasm. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  say  one  word  more  to  ihe  medical  fra- 
ternity of  New  England.  Gentlemen,  you  know,  as  well  as  I,  that  me- 
dical quackery  and  drugging  are  doing  immense  mischief  in  our  country. 
You  know  that  ignorant  and  bold  pretenders  are  rising  up  multitudinously 
on  every  hand  with  some  patent  medicine — some  new  specific  for  every 
disease: — and  the  people,  in  their  ignorance  and  credulity,  are  ever  ready 
to  be  deceived  by  them.  Thousands  are  running  after  these  impostors, 
and  opening  their  throats  for  every  prescription.  The  regular  and  scien- 
tific physician  is  often  left,  in  neglect  and  poverty,  while  some  ignorant 
bricklayer,  hostler,  or  tinker,  who  makes  some  wonderful  discovery,  and 
fills  the  newspapers  with  advertisements  of  his  infallible  remedy  for  every 
complaint,  is  eagerly  sought  after,  and  soon  elevated  to  a  princely  fortune, 
by  those  whose  crudest  disease  is  ignorance. 

Now,  gentlemen,  because  I  am  exerting  what  powers  I  possess  to  do 
away  this  state  of  things,  by  enlightening  the  people  in  the  knowledge 
of  their  own  nature,  and  destroying  their  confidence  in  the  wholesale 
mode  of  patent  drugging,  so  much  in  vogue  at  present;  and  by  endeavor- 
ing to  draw  a  broad  line  of  demarcation  between  the  tine  physician  and 
the  quack — to  sustain  the  former, and,  if  possible,  to  annihilate  all  quack- 
ery— can  it  he  that  any  of  your  number  will  turn  upon  me,  and  try  to 
defeat  my  efforts  and  to  destroy  my  influence? — will  they  make  common 
cause  with  the  quacks  against  me?  and  join  with  them  in  heaping  obloquy 
on  my  name  ?  If  you  see  anything  wrong  in  what  I  teach,  treat  me  as 
a  man,  honest  in  my  errors,  seeking  the  harm  of  none,  but  the  good  of 
all,  and  honestly  and  candidly  point  out  those  errors  to  me,  and  I  will 
gladly  receive  and  profit  by  your  corrections,  and  thus  the  cause  of  truth 
and  humanity  will  be  served.  But,  gentlemen,  I  need  not  say  to  you, 
that  personal  obloquy  and  ridicule  and  reviling  and  slander,  heaped  upon 
me,  will  neither  serve  the  cause  of  truth  or  humanity,  nor  do  honor  to 
yourselves — nor,  in  the  end,  injure  me  nor  the  cause  to  which  1  am  de- 
voted. The  principles  which  I  teach  commend  themselves  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  people,  and  they  will  believe  them  just  as  fast  as  they 
understand  them.  Will  you  say  that  I  deceive  the  people?  How,  then, 
is  it  that  the  most  intelligent  are  the  most  fully  convinced  ?  And  how  is 
it  that  every  physician  who  has  ever  attended  a  full  course  of  my  lectures 
has  been  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  principles  which  I  teach  ? 
Was  Prof.  Mussey  deceived  when  he  invited  me  to  Brunswick  to  give  a 
course  of  my  lectures  before  the  medical  and  other  students  of  Bowdoin 
College  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  ? — and  after  I  had  completed 
my  course  there,  were  Dr.  Mussey  and  all  the  resident  physicians  of  the 
place  deceived  when  they  drew  up  resolutions,  decidedly  approving  of 
the  principles  which  I  taught?  And  after  all  this,  was  Dr.  Mussey  de- 
ceived when  he  invited  me  to  come  to  Hanover  and  deliver  my  course 
there  ?  Did  I  deceive  all  the  members  of  the  Medical  Association  of 
Portland?  And  has  Dr.  Mussey  also  become  a  deceiver  of  the  people, 
in  that,  since  he  has  twice  heard  my  course  of  lectures,  he  has  not  only 
fully  adopted  the  principles  which  I  teach,  in  his  own  practice,  but  has 
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himself  become  a  public  teacher  of  the  same  principles  in  an  extended 
course  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  lectures  ?  Have  I  deceived  Dr.  Warren,  of 
this  city,  and  a  multitude  of  other  intelligent  and  scientific  gentlemen  ? 
Gentlemen,  you  cannot  soberly  believe  this.  Is  it  not  then  possible  that 
some  of  you,  who  know  nothing  of  me  or  of  what  I  teach,  except  by 
hear-say,  may  be  deceived  yourselves  ?  At  any  rate,  gentlemen,  if  any 
of  your  number  are  implacably  determined  to  assail  me  with  personal 
obloquy  and  vituperation,  I  shall  leave  such  to  the  unopposed  exercise 
of  their  valor  and  to  the  full  glory  of  their  achievements.  It  is  not  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  which  I  profess,  nor  with  the  cause  which  I 
am  endeavoring  to  serve,  that  I  should  enter  into  such  a  war  with  any 
one.  And,  surely,  if  those  who  array  themselves  against  me  and  the 
principles  which  1  advocate,  can  employ  no  other  weapons  than  personal 
abuse  and  calumny,  the  cause  which  I  serve  has  little  to  fear  from  them. 
Boston,  Feb.  8,  1836.  S.  Graham. 


ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  SPLEEN. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  Monday,  January  4th,  was  presented  to  me  C.  S.  aged  five  years, 
with  a  swelled  abdomen,  presenting  a  hard  and  irregular  tumor  of  the 
left  side,  without  pain  ;  pulse  weak  and  irregular  ;  thirst  considerable  ; 
appetite  voracious ;  urine  scanty,  and  slight  cough  with  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing. Those  who  had  seen  the  case  had  supposed  it  to  be  one  of  worms. 
My  opinion  was  asked,  and  I  gave  it  freely;  in  effect  this : — that  the  dis- 
ease was  one  of  the  spleen  and  mesentery  glands,  caused  by  an  intermit- 
tent fever  which  the  child  had  had  two  years  ago.  I  therefore  gave 
deobstruents,  bowels  to  be  kept  open  with  frictions  to  side,  of  mercurial 
ointment  and  iodine.  On  the  6th  I  visited  the  child  and  consulted  with 
Dr.  Lee,  of  Fulton,  who  entertained  the  same  view's  of  the  case.  We 
continued  the  former  treatment,  with  addition  of  iodine  internally  and 
spirits  nitre.  12th. — I  again  saw  the  patient  (not  being  able  before 
on  account  of  health  and  roads)  ;  our  course  had  been  continued 
until  the  present,  but  without  any  prospect  of  doing  good  ;  the  little  pa- 
tient still  becoming  worse,  and  the  tumor  of  the  left  side  increasing,  and 
the  other  symptoms  no  better.  I  omitted  the  mercurial  ointment,  but 
continued  the  iodine  and  gave  a  tonic.  16th. — Child  no  better.  All 
the  symptoms  increased  in  severity,  particularly  the  cough  and  difficulty 
of  breathing,  with  restlessness.  1  at  this  time  gave  up  all  hope  of  the 
child  recovering ;  discontinuing  my  remedies,  and  trying  to  palliate. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  the  child  expired,  and  on  the  19th  I  made 
an  examination.  I  made  my  incisions  and  threw  back  the  flaps,  during 
which,  perhaps,  a  quart  of  fluid  escaped.  My  eyes  were  directed  to  the 
mesentery  glands,  which  I  found  very  much  enlarged  and  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. Next  my  attention  was  directed  to  the  tumor,  which  I  found  to 
originate  from  the  spleen,  involving  its  whole  substance,  and  connected  to 
the  side  by  a  pretty  firm  adhesion  and  also  to  intestines — not,  however, 
affecting  the  muscular  coat ;  weighing  probably  five  pounds,  and  resembling 
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the  medullary  sarcoma  of  Dr.  Abernethy.  Tbe  liver  and  stomach  both 
healthy,  as  well  as  the  kidneys. 

Why  the  disease  should  become  so  rapid  in  its  progress  to  a  fatal  issue, 
I  can  assign  no  other  cause  than  a  change  in  the  mode  of  living  from 
plenty  to  a  scarcity,  and  that  of  inferior  quality  (the  parents  of  the 
child  being  poor),  and  also  being  exposed  to  cold  by  being  confined  to  a 
cold  house  for  the  last  two  months,  when  I  suppose  the  disease  has  been 
making  rapid  progress  ;  however,  it  was  only  noticed  a  few  days  before  I 
saw  the  child  that  anything  unusual  was  making  its  appearance,  which 
was  the  cause  of  my  seeing  the  case. 

Yours,  &c.  Joseph  Ransom  Brown,  M.D. 

Pheenix,  N.  Y.  January  30th,  1836. 


MR.   GRAHAM ,   TEA    AND   COFFEE,  &c. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — A  distant  reader  of  your  Journal  is  somewhat  disgusted  wTith  Mr. 
G.'s  manifesto  under  the  title  of  £f  Remarks  on  Dr.  BeWs  Prize  Essay" 
Under  such  a  caption,  who  would  expect  to  find  a  mere  declaration  of 
the  extraordinary  attainments — the  twenty  years'  profound  researches — ■ 
the  omniscient  knowledge  of  the  dark  sympathies  of  mind  and  body,  and 
the  vast  designs,  of  one  Sylvester  Graham  ! — to  which  are  added  a  pro- 
gramma  of  his  forth-coming  book,  and  exhortations  to  the  medical  frater- 
nity to  prepare  for  the  flood  of  light  which  that  book  will  pour  on  the 
world,  and,  withal,  protestations  of  the  pure  benevolence  which  is  the 
sole  motive  of  his  labors.  This  is  about  as  rare  a  treat  for  the  medical 
world  as  any  newspaper  puff  of  C£  Catholicons,"  "  Panaceas,"  "  Infallible 
Remedies,"  &tc.  &c.  that  ever  appeared.  Really,  Mr.  G.'s  powers  of 
popular  declamation  must  vastly  exceed  his  wisdom — his  love  of  pure 
truth  for  its  own  sake,  and  his  ability  for  philosophical  investigation — or 
his  success  as  a  lecturer  in  Boston  would  not  be  very  flattering.  The 
manner  in  which  he  has  treated  Dr.  Bell,  who  is  so  much  his  superior  in 
these  last  qualities,  justifies  unsparing  criticism. 

But  what  better,  after  all,  could  be  expected  from  Mr.  G.  ?  Living, 
as  he  does,  by  popular  declamation,  and  seeking  first  applause  and 
money,  he  must  needs  sacrifice  everything  to  effect — he  must  leave  no- 
thing in  doubt — all  must  be  absolute,  universal,  infallible — and  the  darker 
any  point  is,  the  more  he  must  asseverate,  dogmatize  and  denounce,  till 
his  admirers  embrace  him  as  their  unerring  guide  to  health.  Now  if  the 
love  of  truth  were  his  ruling  passion  (which  it  is  not),  his  moral  habits  as 
an  orator  would  be  unfavorable  to  his  success  as  a  philosopher.  Those 
tumultuous  and  impassioned  movements  of  the  soul — those  high  and 
stormy  emotions  which  he  cultivates  as  an  orator,  render  him  deaf  to  the 
gentle  whispers  of  true  philosophy. 

But  there  is  another  way  of  accounting  for  Mr.  G.'s  "  blurting  " 
warfare  against  the  favorite  stimulants  of  mankind,  as  un philosophical  as 
it  is  exterminating.  And  this  is  found  in  the  fact  that  tea  and  coffee  and 
flesh  are  not  his  favorite  stimulants.    Mr.  G.  lives  by  stimulation,  as  well 
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as  the  rest  of  "mankind,  and  he  employs  nervous  stimulants  too.  It  is 
true  their  mode  of  stimulation  is  peculiar.  Mr.  G.'s  nervous  system  is 
kept  in  a  state  of  high  excitation,  not  to  say  irritation,  by  external  and 
internal  friction,  and  muscular  and  moral  exercises.  Bran  for  the  gastric 
nerves — the  flesh-brush  for  the  cutaneous — gymnastics  for  the  muscular 
— and  homiletics  for  the  moral  system — these  are  the  influences  by 
which  it  pleases  Mr.  G.  to  support  and  augment  the  vital  phenomena  ; 
and  whoever  knows  the  force  of  such  stimuli  when  applied  to  a  conside- 
rable extent,  will  not  wonder  that  Mr.  G.'s  nerves  have  become  patholo- 
gically intolerant  of  t he  superadded  stimuli  of  tea  and  coffee  and  a  flesh 
diet,  and  that  he  regards  purgation  with  absolute  horror. 

And  here,  by  the  way,  may  be  noticed  a  little  ignorance  in  this  twen- 
ty-years student  and  omniscient  observer — an  ignorance  which  lies  at 
the  bottom  of  his  fanatic  absolutism  in  dietetics.  He  wields  with  as- 
tounding force  the  argumentum  ad  ignorantiam  against  a  fair  tea-drinker 
troubled  with  headache,  and  talks  prodigiously  of  properties  and  functions 
and  sympathies,  and  concludes  with  asking  her  if  she  "  knows  physiolo- 
gically how  or  why  she  feels  ?  "  And  now  it  is  fair  to  ask  Mr.  G.  if  he 
knows  pathologically  why  tea  and  coffee  irritate  his  nerves  and  those  of 
many  nervous  invalids,  while  to  the  mass  of  mankind  they  are  a  most 
agreeable  and  salutary  stimulus.  Alas  !  Mr.  G.,  you  talk  about  relations 
— do  you  know  your  own  nervous  irritability,  and  its  relations  with  tea, 
&c.  ?  You  are  a  case  in  pathology,  and  your  intolerance  of  tea,  &c. 
and  that  of  all  your  admirers,  we  pathological  facts,  and  you  may  as  well 
think  of  enforcing  the  diet  of  fever  patients  upon  the  blooming,  joyous 
world,  as  your  own  eccentric  regimen.  Your  pretended  science  oi  life 
is  chiefly  the  science  of  your  own  idiosyncrasies.  No  two  individuals  of 
the  human  race  are  originally  endowed  with  precisely  equal  degrees  of 
vital  force,  and  their  capacity  of  supporting  any  stimulant  is  ever  varying 
with  circumstances  ;  yet  your  Procrustean  humor  would  subject  them  all 
to  the  measure  of  your  own  original  or  contracted  irritability.  "  Tea, 
&c.  are  poisons,"  quoth  Mr.  G.  Why  ? — because  they  excite  with- 
out nourishing  ?  No — caloric,  exercise,  the  passions,  and  even  the 
flesh-brush  and  bran  itself,  does  that — these  and  many  other  things  are 
merely  the  exhaurients,  and  not  the  aliments  of  life — are  they,  therefore, 
poisons?  But  "  tea,  &c.  are  poisons."  Why?  Because  a  nervous 
lady  left  them  off  and  got  cured  of  her  headaches.  Well,  Mr.  G.  do 
you  know  that  if  she  had  left  off  her  sugar  and  pastry,  and  novel-reading 
and  gossipping,  instead  of  her  tea,  she  would  not  have  been  as  speedily 
cured?  But  "  tea,  &c.  are  poisons."  Why?  Because  they  happen 
to  be  at  present  repugnant  to  your  nerves,  Mr.  G.,  and  for  no  other  rea- 
son. Upon  the  nerves  of  the  writer  their  influence  is  like  the  nectar  of 
the  gods,  compared  with  your  intolerable  vanity  and  empiricism. 

To  maintain  that  the  favorite  stimuli  of  unnumbered  millions  are,  per  se, 
poisonous,  and  repugnant  to  the  vital  sensibilities,  is  flat  nonsense.  To 
say  that  they  may  poison  by  excess,  or,  by  being  added  to  other  stimu- 
lants, make  the  sum  total  greater  than  the  capacity  of  the  individual,  is 
saying  no  more  than  may  be  said  of  any  other  stimulant,  whether  nutri- 
tive or  purely  nervous— whether  aliments  or  exhaurients  of  vital  power— 
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whether  it  be  light, or  beat,  or  labor,  or  study,  or  beauty,  or  t'le  passions, 
&c.  &c.  The  grand  point  in  regard  to  nervous  stimulants  (Iran  and 
Mr.  G.'s  eloquence  among  the  rest),  as  in  regard  Mo  aliments,  is  not  to 
use  too  much  nor  too  many  in  relation  to  the  individual  capacity  and  irri- 
tability, which  is  as  various  as  the  individual  physiognomy. 

Now  Mr,  G.,  finding  that  he  has  used  certain  stimulants,  as  tea,  &c. 
to  excess,  or  that  he  cannot  bear  them  in  addition  to  certain  other  stimu- 
lants, and  having  met  with  other  over-stimulated  tea-drinkers  and  flesh- 
eaters,  engages  in  an  exterminating  and  most  Quixotic  crusade  against 
those  articles,  as  poisons.  And  herein  he  is  no  wiser  than  a  man,  who, 
after  eating  a  pound  of  brown  bread,  should  eat  another  of  wheat,  and 
then  cry  out  against  the  latter  as  poisonous  because  it  made  his  belly 
ache — always  excepting  that  Mr.  G.'s  eloquence,  combined  with  the 
ignorance  and  infirmities  of  his  hearers,  makes  his  folly  a  profitable  and 
therefore  pleasant  affair. 

Such,  Mr.  Editor,  is  the  rationale  of  Mr.  G.'s  life  and  opinions — such 
the  etiology  of  his  dietetic  insanity.  To  conclude — Mr.  G.  is  a  rank 
empiric — but,  to  do  him  justice,  he  is  more  useful,  less  dangerous,  earns 
his  "  gains  "  more  honestly,  than  most  of  those  pretenders.  Like  them 
he  has  his  nostrums — grand — absolute — universal  ;  but  they  are  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  benefit  many  invalids,  and  few  others  will  all  his  "  blurt- 
ing" persuade  to  adopt  them.  In  respect  to  Mr.  G.'s  modesty  and 
self-esteem,  it  maybe  advisable  for  him  to  substitute  awhile  for  bis  "light 
and  airy  "  diet  a  few  beef-steaks  and  bottles  of  porter,  by  way  of  seda- 
tives to  correct  his  flighty,  Quixotic  ideas  of  his  own  prowess  and  achieve- 
ments, and  as  rubefacients  in  respect  to  his  marble-faced  modesty.  The 
insolence  of  self-esteem,  and  the  intoxication  of  vanity,  are  but  poor 
qualifications  for  the  search  after  truth.  W*.  W*. 

February,  1836. 


QUACKERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Being  somewhat  of  an  invalid,  and  wishing  to  get  away  from 
business  the  present  winter,  I  concluded  to  spend  a  portion  of  it  in  tra- 
velling about — making  my  route  take  in  the  localities  of  some  of  our  prin- 
cipal medical  schools,  and  spending  a  few  days  at  each.  During  one  of 
my  visits  of  this  sort,  1  was  particularly  struck  with  an  anecdote  related 
by  a  learned  professor  to  his  pupils,  and  which,  for  the  honor  of  the  insti- 
tution with  which  he  is  connected — to  say  nothing  of  his  own — I  think  he 
should  have  kept  to  himself.  It  would  appear  by  the  statement  of  the 
learned  professor,  that  he  was  attending  a  patient  in  connection  with 
another  practitioner,  and  that,  until  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  disease, 
there  was  a  perfect  agreement  between  them  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
course  of  medication  pursued.  At  this  time,  however,  a  change  of  symp- 
toms took  place,  and  a  discrepancy  of  opinion  arose  as  to  the  future 
course  of  treatment ;  the  professor  maintained  that  a  directly  opposite 
course  must  now  be  pursued,  while  the  other  gentleman  as  vigorously 
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maintained  that  the  efficiency  of  the  former  course  ought  to  be  doubled. 
In  this  dilemma  the  question  arose — "  Who  shall  decide  when  doctors 
disagree  ?  "  After  some  time  spent  in  mutually  endeavoring  to  convince 
each  other  of  their  error,  it  was  agreed  to  leave  the  question  to  the  deci- 
sion of  the  father  of  the  patient,  who  was  accordingly  called  in.  Now 
commenced  the  "  tug  of  war  ;  " — each  advocated  his  particular  mode  of 
practice,  claiming  experience  and  success  in  his  favor,  when — as  the 
learned  professor  stated — lie,  to  cut  short  the  discussion  and  bring  the 
father  to  a  decision,  took  advantage  of  an  unfounded  prejudice  which  he 
knew  the  father  to  have  imbibed  from  the  many  bugbear  stories  told 
about  the  doctors  trying  "  experiments  "  upon  their  patients,  and  re- 
marked that  he  thought  "  it  would  be  a  hazardous  i  experiment '  to 
crowd  this  course  of  treatment  any  farther." 

This  argument — or  rather  trick — had  its  desired  effect.  The  father 
immediately  replied — "  I  shall  have  no  1  experiments  '  tried  upon  my 
daughter." 


THE    BOSTON    BILL    OF  MORTALITY*. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — If  the  City  Government,  in  publishing  their  yearly  Bill  of  Mor- 
tality, intend  to  furnish  the  physicians  with  anything  like  a  correct  abstract, 
I  think  you  must  allow  they  fail  in  their  effort.  Having  had  occasion  in 
time  past  to  examine  the  bills  for  a  series  of  years,  and  having  exerted 
myself  not  a  little,  to  correct  the  errors  of  nomenclature  with  which  they 
abounded,  I  cannot  refrain  from  offering  a  few  observations  caused  by  the 
appearance  of  the  bill  of  the  last  year. 

So  long  since  as  August,  1832,  the  Boston  Medical  Association  adopted 
a  Nomenclature  of  Disease,  prepared  with  much  care  by  a  Committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose — and  a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  with  the  request  that  steps  might  be  taken  to  have  the 
"  city  bills  of  mortality  "  correspond  with  this  nomenclature. 

As  three  years  have  passed,  and  another  "  general  abstract"  lies  before 
me,  corresponding  as  little  as  ever  with  the  bill  of  the  Association — 
marred  by  the  same  deficiencies  and  redundancies  which  have  characte- 
rized it  heretofore — not  only  unsatisfactory  to  the  medical  student,  but 
disgraceful  to  those  under  whose  direction  it  was  drafted,  I  would,  as  a 
member  of  that  Association  who  had  a  right  to  expect  that  their  labors 
and  their  prayers  would  not  be  altogether  disregarded,  venture  a  brief 
examination. 

The  most  inattentive  observer  could  not  but  be  surprised  at  the  loose 
and  vague  manner  in  which  this  table  is  formed.  How  definite  the  first 
term — "  accidental."  What  is  meant  by  this  ?  Death  from  drowning  ? 
burns?  bursting  of  a  bloodvessel  ?  No — these  are  never  accidental — 
they  are  each  under  a  separate  head  ;  if  the  bursting  of  a  bloodvessel  be 
produced  by  other  than  accidental  causes,  the  organ  in  which  the  hae- 
morrhage occurs  should  obviously  be  mentioned. — "  Burns  and  scalds  " 
must  still  continue  to  be  separated  in  the  "  abstract." — Are  not  bilious 
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cholera — dysentery — and  inflammation  of  the  bowels — all  "  diseases  of 
the  bowels  "  ?  Is  not  dropsy  of  the  brain,  a  "  disease  of  the  brain  "  ? 
and  ought  not  the  "diseases  of  the  bowels"  and  the  "diseases  of  the 
brain  "  in  the  table,  to  be  classed  under  their  respective  genera? 

If  a  superannuated  nurse  had  made  out  this  bill,  we  should  not  have 
been  surprised  to  find  "  canker  "  among  the  diseases — but  we  really  had 
supposed  it  was  expunged  forever  from  the  city  record. 

Why  might  not  the  table  read,  inflammation  of  the  brain — inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs — inflammation  of  the  liver — instead  of"  brain  fever  " — 
"  lung  fever  " — "  bilious  fever  "  ?  Why  not  call  things  by  their  right 
names,  and  thus  allow  us  to  know  that  we  understand  what  was  intended  ? 
How  indefinite  the  terms,  "  disease  of  the  glands  " — "  disease  of  hip  " — 
"tumor."  Disease  of  what  gland?  what  disease  of  hip  ?  tumor  of  what 
organ  ?  are  questions  which  at  once  present  themselves. 

Again — can  a  member  of  our  profession  residing  here  allow  this  bill  to 
go  abroad,  carrying  on  its  face  as  "  diseases  unknown,"  one  seventh  of 
the  whole  mortality  ?  Is  not  this  a  slander?  Out  of  the  city,  it  is  not 
known  how,  or  by  whom,  this  abstract  is  formed.  Although  the  super- 
intendent of  burial  grounds  affixes  his  signature,  he  of  course  is  not  sup- 
posed to  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with  diseases  to  designate  them  cor- 
rectly, and  the  duty  is  supposed  to  be  performed  by  some  one  of  our 
physicians.  Can  we  then  look  on  and  calmly  see,  year  after  year,  "  dis- 
eases unknown"  —  "debility"  —  "fevers  unknown"  —  "infantile  dis- 
eases"— "  sudden  " — amounting,  as  they  do  in  this  year's  bill,  to  245, 
yes  1  one  seventh  of  the  entire  abstract,  and  not  say  that  the  Boston 
Medical  Association  have  no  hand  in  the  matter  ?  They  have  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  preparation  of  this  bill.  The  glaring  errors — the 
gross  ignorance  which  pervade  it,  they  would  have  removed — they  have 
begged  to  have  removed,  in  vain.  S. 

Boston,  February,  1836. 

Note. — We  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  Boston  Bill  of  Mortality  has 
received  its  published  form  at  our  hands — exceptionable  as  it  is  to  all 
medical  men.  The  superintendent  of  burials  has  made  every  possible 
exertion  to  procure  correct  returns,  from  year  to  year,  but  without  suc- 
cess— and  from  the  materials  he  has  been  enabled  to  procure,  the  table 
has  usually  been  constructed,  as  required,  in  English  ivords,  though  some 
of  them  appear  to  be  very  far  from  being  legitimate  in  that  respect. 
Superadded  to  the  superintendent's  chagrin  at  the  miserable  appearance 
which  his  annual  document  makes  in  the  eye  of  the  scientific  world,  is 
our  own.  We  are  extremely  mortified,  without  having  power  to  better 
it.  Were  physicians  to  make  returns  at  the  Health  Office  of  the  diseases 
of  those  who  die  under  their  care,  all  this  difficulty  would  be  at  once 
obviated,  and  the  nomenclature  of  the  bill  of  mortality  assume  both  a 
scientific  and  correct  form. — Ed. 
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TO  THE  PATRONS  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Having  commenced  the  Fourteenth  Volu:ie  of  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal  under  circumstances  exceedingly  auspicious,  we 
tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  those  by  whose  untiring  support  the  publica- 
tion has  been  generously  sustained  through  a  scries  of  years,  till  it  is 
finally  without  a  competitor  in  the  New  England  States.  Influenced  by 
a  desire  promptly  to  communicate  original  papers,  and  wishing,  as  Car  as 
practicable,  to  present  a  synopsis  of  the  medical  literature  of  other  coun- 
tries distinguished  for  their  advancement  in  the  science  to  which  this 
periodical  is  exclusively  devoted,  we  are  not  ambitious  to  obtrude  our 
own  views  upon  any  subject,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  differing  from  our 
own.  We  are  not  believers  in  all  the  theories  which  happen  to  be  re- 
corded in  these  pages  ;  but  for  the  sake  of  eliciting  truth,  every  respecta- 
ble writer  has  had,  and  will  continue  to  have,  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard,  that  human  knowledge  may  be  extended  and  human  happiness 
promoted  by  the  dissemination  of  such  facts  as  physicians  only  can  im- 
part. Hoping  for  a  continuance  of  that  cheering  patronage  without 
which  no  purely  scientific  Journal  can  be  maintained  till  it  becomes  vene- 
rable by  age,  we  shall  exert  ourselves  to  merit,  by  quiet  industry,  the 
favors  which  are  unreservedly  solicited  from  a  liberal  profession. 


BELLLADONNA  AS  A  PRESERVATIVE  AGAINST  SCARLATINA. 

A  late  German  Journal  contains  an  account  of  some  experiments  with 
this  medicine  during  an  epidemic  of  scarlatina.  Two  grs.  of  the  extract 
to  an  ounce  of  distilled  water  were  administered  to  52  children,  of  from 
six  months  to  fourteen  years  of  age.  Each  took,  morning  and  evening, 
as  many  drops  as  he  counted  years,  during  five  weeks,  the  continuance 
of  the  epidemic.  Of  these  52,  48  remained  free  from  any  attack,  and  4 
were  affected  with  the  disease.  In  two  families,  where  the  children  com- 
menced taking  the  remedy  immediately  on  the  disease  attacking  one  of 
the  family,  all  the  children  remained  free  from  contagion,  though  in  con- 
stant communication  with  the  affected  individual.  In  23  cases,  symptoms 
of  the  action  of  belladonna  were  remarked.  From  these  experiments,  the 
author,  Professor  Fleischmann,  concludes,  1st,  that  the  belladonna  has  an 
influence  in  counteracting  the  contagiousness  of  scarlatina  ;  2d,  that  in 
some  cases  it  diminishes  the  susceptibility,  though  it  does  not  remove  it  ; 
and  3d,  that  when  the  disease  occurs  during  its  use,  its  character  is  much 
more  mild  than  in  ordinary  cases. 


Mortality  in  New  York. — The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  New  York 
during  the  last  year  was,  males  39  5,  females  3147 — total  7,082,  being 
2000  less  than  the  year  before.  Of  the  entire;  number,  781  were  people  of 
color.  The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  population  of  the  city  was  one  to 
38.  The  deaths  by  consumption  were  1437,  by  convulsions  683,  intempe- 
rance 166,  dropsy^n the  head  382,  smallpox  351,  old  age  104.  Stillborn  474. 
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Treatment  of  Consumption  by  inunction  of  Lard. — It  is  a  common  remark 
that  butchers  and  others  who  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  handling  flesh, 
are  more  free  from  disease  than  men  of  other  professions.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  apparent  exemption,  Dr.  Spilsbury,  of  Walsall,  Eng.  was 
induced  to  try  the  efficacy  of  animal  fat  administere  d  through  the  skin,  in 
cases  of  phthisis.  The  method  pursued  w  as  merely  to  rub  in,  for  half  an 
hour  every  day,  upon  the  chest,  back  and  ribs,  or  on  any  other  large  sur- 
face, as  much  lard  as  could  be  absorbed  during  that  time.  Dr.  S.  cites 
four  severe  cases  thus  treated  ;  two  of  which,  of  nine  months  standing, 
he  says  were  cured,  one  is  improving,  and  one  in  doubt.  This  treatment 
may  be  worthy  of  further  trial,  especially  as  it  relates  to  a  disoase  of  such 
fearful  extent,  and  which  has  so  long  been  a  reproach  to  medical  science. 
It  possesses  the  advantage  of  being  compatible  with  any  other  mode  of 
treatment,  at  the  same  time. 


Agriculture  and  Physic. — A  correspondent  in  New  York  State  writes 
that  some  physicians  have  recently  left  the  profession  and  become  farm- 
ers. Agriculture,  he  says,  is  the  best  business  in  the  world  tor  such 
individuals,  as  they  make  better  fanners  than  those  who  were  brought  up 
to  the  plough — the  latter  considering  themselves  sufficiently  taught,  and 
being  unwilling  to  move  out  of  the  good  old  way,  while  the  former  are  in 
the  habit  o(  thinking  and  of  searching  for  authority,  in  the  method  of  ob- 
taining the  greatest  profit  from  the  least  labor. 


Health  and  Sickness  of  Children. — Dr.  G.  Ackerley,  of  New  York,  has 
given  the  public  a  practical  work  on  the  management  of  children  in  sick- 
ness and  health.  VVe  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  the  author  has 
treated  the  subject.  It  is  presumed,  however,  from  the  little  that  has 
been  gathered  from  our  neighbors,  that  the  doctor  merits  the  thanks  of  the 
community.  Whenever  a  copy  reaches  Boston,  more  will  be  known  of 
it  in  this  region. 


Medical  .Miscellany. — Dr  Caldwell,  of  Virginia,  has  invented  a  new  in- 
strument for  extracting  teeth — but  what  advantages  it  possesses  over 
those  already  in  use,  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn. — The  total  number 
of  deaths  in  the  city  of  Portland,  during  the  year  1335,  was  305 — males, 
141 — females,  164. — Several  excellent  works  have  recently  been  pub- 
lished in  London,  which  are  much  needed  in  the  United  States — viz. — 
Osborn  on  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Dropsies  ;  Elements  of  bed-side 
Medicine  and  General  Pathology,  by  Dr.  Thornburn  ;  Marshall  on  Dis- 
eases of  the  Heart,  Lungs,  Stomach  and  Liver  ;  Stafford  on  the  Perfora- 
tion and  Division  of  Permanent  Stricture  of  the  Urethra,  by  Iancetted 
stilettes. — Sir  Charles  Bell  has  been  unanimously  elected  to  the  chair  of 
surgery  in  Edinburgh,  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Prof.  Turner.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  he  will  accept  it — being  well  provided  for  in  London. — ■ 
The  physician  of  Boston,  of  whom  it  has  been  said  by  the  Traveller,  that 
he  prescribed  two  ounces  of  arsenic  for  an  Irish  patient,  was  not  Dr.  J. 
S.  Bartlett. — A  fine  elephant  is  being  dissected  at  this  time,  in  Boston, 
for  the  Society  of  Natural  History. — Dr.  Dewar,  School  Street,  is  said 
to  manifest  great  skill  in  constructing  artificial  palates,  in  cases  of  defect 
in  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  injurious  to  the  distinct  articulation  of  language. 
— The  Counsellors  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Society,  at  their  late  meeting, 
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added  to  the  list  of  books  which  medical  students  are  required  to  study, 
.Dr.  Oliver's  Physiology — thus  the  work,  as  we  prophesied,  has  taken  an 
immediate  and  high  rank. — Dr.  Poyen's  second  course  of  lectures  on 
Animal  Magnetism,  is  being  given  at  Amory  Hall.  Some  of  his  obser- 
vations are  exceedingly  interesting  and  valuable  to  practitioners. — By  the 
empowering  of  a  committee  of  the  present  legislature,  to  send  for  men  and 
papers,  it  is  inferred  that  something  wrong  has  taken  place  at  the  Lunatic 
Asylum  at  Worcester — but  we  will  vouch  for  the  integrity  of  the  worthy 
superintendent,  before  knowing  the  particulars. — Gall's  great  work  on 
Phrenology  has  ben  translated  by  Dr.  Lewis,  and  is  on  sale  by  Marsh, 
Capen  &  Lyon. — A  new  medical  periodical,  called  the  Western  Medical 
Reformer,  to  be  published  monthly,  and  edited  by  the  professors  of  the 
Worthington  Medical  College,  has  made  its  appearance  at  Worthington, 
Ohio,  the  first  number  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged. — A  case  of 
smallpox  occurred  at  South  Boston,  last  week,  in  a  man  recently  from 
Lowell,  who  was  promptly  removed  to  Rainsford  Island. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  T.  G.  L.'s  Communication  will  be  inserted  next 
week.    The  papers  of  Drs.  J.  C.  and  M.  S.  P.  will  receive  early  attention. 


Died — At  Texas,  Dr.  John  G.Wallace,  formerly  of  Philadelphia. — AtDedham, 
Mass.  Dr.  Ezekiel  Kingsbury,  aged  66. — In  London,  W.  R.  Whatton,  F.  R.  S. 
one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  13,  26.    Males.  13—  Females,  13. 

Of  brain  fever,  ]— consumption,  3 — canker  rash,  1  dropsy,  2— debility,  1— fever,  1— hooping  cough, 
1— jaundice,  1— infantile,  3— inflammation  ol  the  lungs,  1— lung  fever,  4— measles,  1— teething,  2 — 
typhous  fever,  1— unknown,  1. 


SCHOOL  OF  MEDICINE,  AT  WOODSTOCK,  VERMONT, 

CONNECTED   WITH   M1DULEBURY  COLLEGE. 

(Incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  October,  1835,  with  the  power  of  confer- 
ring Degrees.) 

The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures,  at  this  Institution,  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  (10th 
day)  of  March  next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by  H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Physiology  and  Surgery,  by  W'ili.ard  Parker,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  David  Palmer,  M  D. 

Anatomy,  by  Robert  Watts,  Jr.  M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Norman  Williams,  A.M. 

Demonstrations  in  Anatomy,  by  Otis  Perham. 
The  usual  number  of  Lectures  will  be  Jive,  daily— besides  the  Demonstrations  in  Anatomy  and 
occasional  evening  examinations.  Considerable  additions  are  now  making  to  the  Chemical  Appara- 
tus ;  and  opportunities  will  be  furnished  to  students  for  practical  Anatomy  arrangements  for  that 
purpose  having  been  made  last  year  in  the  city  of  New  York.  $CT  No  subject  for  dissection  will  be  re- 
ceived from  any  person,  or  on  any  terms. 

Fees  for  the  course — $45.  Graduation — $18.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  courses,  but  do 
not  graduate— $10.  All  the  above  expenses  to  be  paid  in  advance,  or  secured  by  note,  with  a  satis- 
factory endorser,  to  David  Pierce,  Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  Institution.  Board  is  usually  furnished  at 
from  $1,50  to  $2,00  per  week,  including  room,  wood,  lights,  and  washing. 

Students  are  requested  to  come  provided  with  two  or  more  standard  works  on  each  of  the  above 
designated  branches  of  study.  The  term  will  commence  with  Lectures  on  Anatomy,  Chemistry, 
Physiology,  Surgery  and  Materia  Medica.  Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term. 

Examinations  will  be  conducted  by  the  Medical  Faculty,  in  presence  of  a  delegation  from  the  Col- 
lege, and  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  incorporation.  Requisites  to  an  examination  are,  that  the  st  udent  produce  satisfactory  testi- 
monials of  moral  character,  and  of  hi-*  having  studied  three  years  with  a  regular  practitioner;  that  he 
shall  have  attended  two  courses  of  public  Lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at  this  institution; 
arid  that  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  21  years.  By  order  of  the  Hoard  of  Trustees, 

6t  E.  HUTCHINSON,  Secretary. 


TUB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  bv  D. 
CLAIM',  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications  must 
be  addressed,  postpaid.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor,  [t  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  on  the 
1st  of  every  month,  each  Partcontaining  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a 
cover.— Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the 
year.— Every  seventh  copy, gratis.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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TREATMENT  OF  FRACTURES  WITHOUT  SPLINTS. 

W.  C.  Radley,  surgeon,  of  Devonshire,  Eng.  has  published  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  fracture  treated  by  him  without  splints,  the  use  of 
which  he  is  in  favor  of  abolishing  entirely.  The  following  is  his  con- 
cluding case. 

The  last  case,  and  to  me  and  my  patient  not  the  least  gratifying,  I 
shall  mention,  may  now  be  examined  by  all  those  who  feel  concerned  in 
such  misfortunes.    Cherry  Tracey,  aged  40,  the  mother  often  children, 
on  Wednesday,  the  "  glorious  "  21st  of  October  last,  was  gathering 
acorns,  when,  while  holding  fast  by  a  small  branch  with  one  hand,  and 
picking  with  the  other,  the  twig  broke,  and  she  fell  with  force  enough  to 
fracture  the  tibia  transversely.    This  was  a  mild  case  of  the  sort.    I  saw 
it  nine  hours  after  the  accident,  and  applied  the  wetted  bandage  over  the 
leg.    The  fracture  was  one  inch  only  below  the  centre  of  the  bone.  A 
pillow  was  too  high  for  her  leg,  because  she  sunk  so  low  in  the  bed  ;  a 
little  hollow  was  therefore  nestled  out  for  her  in  the  bed  itself,  and  therein 
the  limb  was  padded  up,  on  a  good  plane.    She  began  to  do  well  at 
once,  and  on  the  Saturday  week  after,  in  the  evening,  ten  days  only  from 
the  accident,  on  calling  to  see  her,  and  asking  her  when  she  thought  she 
would  like  to  get  out  of  bed,  she  replied  with  timidity,  "  Ha,  sir,  I  have 
been  out  a  little  to-day."    She  actually  had  been  out  for  three  or  four 
hours.    I  cautioned  her  to  beware,  but  she  regularly  arose  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  remained  out  the  whole  of  the  day  every  day  afterwards.  A 
plaster  was  applied  around  the  leg,  in  the  usual  way,  with  a  bandage,  by 
which  means,  in  her  two  rooms  on  the  same  floor,  she  manages,  with 
crutches,  to  perform  her  family  affairs  for  a  husband  and  several  children. 
All  this  was  done  spontaneously,  before  I  was  aware  of  the  full  extent  of 
her  recovery.    Indeed,  the  reader  may  have  observed,  that  nature  has 
often  outrun  my  expectations  in  the  progress  of  her  work.    I  have  assi- 
duously watched  the  progress  of  this  case,  taking  care  to  hammer  in  a 
rough  nail  in  the  end  of  each  of  her  crutches,  lest  some  slip  should  pro- 
duce an  unlucky  fall,  and  mar  this  almost  wonderful  and  truly  surprising 
cure.    I  believe  the  quickest  union  before  recorded  is  one  of  twelve 
days,  in  a  child,  but  this  exceeds  it  in  rapidity  ;  but  as  to  the  degree  no 
one  can  speak.    A  woman  who  has  passed  the  prime  of  her  days,  hav- 
ing had  a  large  family,  enduring  privations  as  a  pauper,  was  here  able  in 
some  degree  to  rest  her  foot  on  the  ground,  in  ten  days  after  the  occur- 
rence of  the  fracture  !    Let  the  doubters  of  splintless  cures  hear  this. 
Will  they  still  assert  the  indispensable  necessity  of  using  splints?  At 
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the  end  of  my  present  argument  had  I  desired  a  case  to  form  a  climax, 
what  fact  could  be  more  appropriate  than  that  which  I  have  just  stated  ? 
Let  the  case  be  examined  by  any  person.  Let  the  Rev.  gentleman  of 
Kingsteignton  institute  a  personal  scrutiny  into  the  facts  which  it  presents, 
and  then  let  me  have  a  fair  meed  of  praise  for  introducing  and  advocating 
a  mode  of  cure  so  benign  in  its  influences.  More  than  this  I  do  not 
wish  ;  with  less  I  will  not  be  satisfied. 


CRAM  AM  ISM   A   CAUSE   OF  INSANITY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  recently  read,  with  much  interest,  what  I  regarded  as  the  very  able 
Prize  Dissertation  ©n  Diet,  by  Dr.  Bell.  I  had  long  considered  the  sub- 
ject as  one  of  high  importance  to  the  welfare  of  man.  The  abuse  of  the 
bounties  of  Providence,  in  the  article  of  food,  T  had  known  to  be  produc- 
tive of  much  evil  ;  and  I  was  highly  gratified  to  find  Dr.  Bell's  essay  to 
be,  in  general,  what  I  regarded  as  the  true  doctrine  upon  this  subject. 
In  avoiding  Scylla,  he  had  not  run  upon  Charybdis  ;  but  had  stated 
facts  and  arguments  which  appealed  to  the  common  sense,  and  sustained 
the  common  and  approved  experience  of  mankind.  But  while  I  was 
congratulating  myself  that  such  was  the  result,  I  met  with  the  "  Remarks 
on  Dr.  Bell's  Prize  Essay,"  by  Mr.  Graham.  I  examined  those,  also, 
with  interest,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  found  only  a  protest  and  an  ap- 
peal. "  If  he  had  known  that  such  a  subject  had  been  propounded,"  his 
zeal  for  New  England  and  her  institutions  "  would  have  gone  far  to  in- 
duce him  to  become  a  competitor  for  the  prize  awarded  to  Dr.  Bell — 
not  for  the  prize's  sake,  but  for  the  truth's  sake,  and  in  the  spirit  of  phi- 
lanthropy." I  am  very  sorry  that  the  same  love  for  New  England,  and 
her  institutions,  and  for  truth,  and  the  spirit  of  philanthropy,  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  call  forth  an  immediate  refutation  of  Dr.  Bell's  argument 
from  Mr.  Graham. 

I  am  not  a  resident  of  your  city,  and  my  distance,  and  the  duties  of 
my  station,  prevented  me  from  attending  the  course  of  lectures  which 
Mr.  G.  delivered  there — and  I  shall,  in  all  probability,  be  obliged  to  wait 
until  he  has  sent  forth  in  print  his  promised  series  of  <<  severe  scientific 
researches  and  original  investigations,"  before  I  shall  be  enlightened  by 
his  views  upon  this  subject.  Such  a  work  cannot  fail  to  be  useful  to  the 
public,  and  especially  to  the  medical  profession,  provided  it  is  an  honest 
and  complete  disclosure  of  all  his  observations.  But  will  Mr.  G.  give 
the  result  of  all  his  cases,  of  the  ultimate  as  well  as  the  immediate  effects 
of  his  experiments  ?  We  want  all  the  facts,  before  we  can  yield  our 
prejudices  and  subscribe  to  his  views,  if,  "  as  surely  as  mankind  con- 
tinue upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  there  will  within  ten  years  from  this 
time  be  a  mighty  revolution  of  opinion  upon  the  question  before  us,  and 
scientific  men,  as  a  body,  will  be  convinced,  that,  though  man  may  in 
certain  circumstances  do  very  well  on  a  mixed  diet  of  vegetable  and  ani- 
mal substances,  and  in  some  possible  circumstances  may  find  it  necessary 
to  partake  of  flesh,  yet,  as  a  general  rule,  in  all  circumstances  and  situations 
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where  man  can  have  his  choice  of  aliment,  a  well-regulated  vegetable 
and  water  diet  is  most  eminently  adapted  to  sustain  the  highest  and  best 
physiological  and  psychological  interests  of  human  nature  in  every  re- 
spect," then  I,  for  one,  wish,  as  early  as  possible,  to  have  the  evidence 
of  its  utility,  for  I  have  no  desire  to  maintain  my  stand  till  I  am  cast  off 
"  with  contempt  and  indignation  as  an  intolerable  impediment  to  the 
progress  of  truth  and  virtue."  But  unless  the  evidence  is  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent character  from  any  I  have  yet  received,  I  see  no  remedy  for  my 
error.  If  Mr.  Graham  is  right,  if  he  does  indeed  proclaim  a  method  of 
living  "  most  eminently  adapted  to  sustain  the  highest  and  best  interests 
of  human  nature,"  let  the  truth  be  known,  and  let  the  length  and  breadth 
of  our  land  be  studded  with  monuments  to  his  name ;  and  let  every  as- 
sociation of  men,  especially  the  literary,  scientific,  moral  and  religious, 
pass  resolutions  and  send  forth  eulogies  in  his  praise.  And  let  America, 
proud  America,  boast  a  Washington,  a  Franklin  and  a  Graham  ! 

But  the  facts,  we  want  the  facts — and  I  earnestly  call  upon  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  and  the  philanthropists^  of  every 
profession,  in  those  towns  where  Mr.  Graham  and  his  disciples  have 
lectured,  to  give  us  the  results  of  the  system  of  living  he  recom- 
mends. How  many  who  adopted  this  system  of  living,  with  the 
physiological  and  psychological  powers  in  full  vigor,  lost  that  vigor,  and 
sunk  into  a  state  of  greater  or  less  mental  and  physical  imbecility  ?  How 
many  became  insane  ?  How  many  became  feeble  in  body  ?  How  many 
died  ?  In  what  proportion  did  these  results  take  place  ?  What  propor- 
tion of  those  who  commenced  this  system  of  diet,  have  persevered  with 
impunity,  and  what  substitutes  have  they  adopted  for  animal  diet? 
Have  any  given  evidence  of  increase  of  physiological  and  psychological 
vigor  ?  These  are  grave  questions,  and  I  respectfully  ask  of  professional, 
intelligent  and  philanthropic  individuals,  residing  in  Portland,  Providence, 
New  York,  and  the  other  towns  where  he  has  lectured,  to  furnish  the 
answers,  and  the  cases  in  detail  as  far  as  possible.  Will  not  editors  of 
newspapers  in  those  towns  publish  these  queries,  and  solicit  for  their 
papers,  answers?  If  they  will  do  so,  and  forward  to  F.  P.  F.,  Boston, 
those  papers  containing  articles  upon  this  subject,  they  shall  have  my 
public  and  private  thanks.  And  upon  such  facts  let  Mr.  Graham's  sys- 
tem stand  or  fall.  I,  for  one,  promise  to  yield  all  my  prejudices,  and 
bestow  upon  him  his  just  praise,  if  the  evidence  is  in  his  favor.  But  if 
the  experience  of  others  corresponds  with  my  own,  Mr.  Graham,  instead 
of  being  regarded  as  the  benefactor  of  his  race,  will  be  considered  "  the 
propagator  of  errors  whose  only  authority  was  popular  ignorance  and 
depravity,  backed  "  by  his  own  "  superficial  and  fanciful  speculations," 
and  as  a  man  who  has  "  wilfully  sacrificed  the  cause  of  truth  and  the 
best  interests  of  humanity,  to  the  supposed  advantages  to  be  derived  to 
a  temporary  self-interest,  by  the  propagation  of  ignorance  and  error  ;  " 
and  he  will  not  only  be  "  excoriated  from  head  to  foot,"  but  "  deep 
wounds  "  and  "  fatal  thrusts  "  will  effect  his  entire  annihilation.  If  the 
observation  of  certain  "  severe  scientific  researches  and  original  investi- 
gations "  afford  the  same  evidence  to  others  that  they  have  to  me,  the 
medical  profession  will  not  thank  Mr.  Graham  for  his  "  deep  and  sincere 
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respect  "  ;  "  for  as  certainly  as  mankind  continue  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  there  will,  within  ten  years  from  this  time,  be  "  an  entire  extinction 
of  Grahamism  ;  and  "  the  increase  of  light  "  which  facts  will  afford,  will 
cause  "  the  people  "  to  regard  Mr.  Graham  only  "  with  contempt  and 
indignation,  as  an  intolerable "  impostor,  who  by  "  paltry  legerdemain 
practised  upon  their  credulity,"  and  u  battened  upon  their  ignorance," 
until  hundreds,  yea,  thousands,  were  made  to  "  shudder  to  the  inmost 
soul  with  unutterable  horror  at  the  work  of  death  "  and  "  terrible  havoc  " 
among  the  "  voluntary  victims  "  of  his  impositions. 

In  the  year  1832  or  33  (for  I  have  by  me  no  notes  of  this  case),  the 
case  of  a  young  man,  aged  19  years,  came  under  my  observation.  He 
was  led  in,  and,  as  he  would  not  be  seated,  he  was  left  standing  in  the 
middle  of  the  room.  He  was  mute,  apparently  took  no  notice  of  what 
was  passing  about  him,  but  kept  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  floor — his  coun- 
tenance did  not  lack  the  expression  of  intelligence — his  eyes  were  bright, 
though  sunken — emaciation  extreme.  The  history  of  his  case,  as  given 
by  bis  intelligent  and  reverend  uncle,  was,  as  nearly  as  T  can  recollect, 
the  following.  He  had  been  a  clerk  in  New  York  (did  not  Mr.  Graham 
lecture  there  about  that  time?),  and  had  entered  upon  a  system  of  vege- 
table and  abstemious  living.  In  consequence  of  a  change  in  his  feelings 
(caused  probably  by  this  change  of  diet),  he  resigned  his  clerkship,  and 
returned  to  his  friends,  full  of  ardor  and  enthusiasm,  with  the  idea  of  pur- 
suing a  course  of  study  preparatory  to  the  ministry.  "  He  astonished 
us,"  said  his  uncle,  "  by  the  brilliancy  of  his  conversation,  and  the  ardor 
of  his  devotion,  and  we  flattered  ourselves  that  he  was  destined  to  be 
eminently  useful  and  distinguished."  Alas  1  they  mistook  the  irritability 
and  activity  of  debility,  for  "  physiological  and  psychological  vigor,"  and 
instead  of  compelling  him  to  remain  at  home  and  recruit  by  relaxation 
and  a  mixed  diet  of  animal  and  vegetable  substances,  they  sent  him  to  an 
academy.  He  commenced  his  studies,  persevered  in  his  abstemious  and 
vegetable  living — emaciated — became  feeble,  and  at  length  deranged  ;  he 
was  then  sent  home.  His  excitement  was  soon  followed  by  the  torpor 
of  mind  described  as  his  state  when  he  first  came  under  my  observation  ; 
he  was  then  inattentive  to  personal  cleanliness — wet  and  defiled  his  bed 
and  clothes — took  food  irregularly,  sometimes  not  at  all,  and  at  others 
eating  immoderately,  and  was  in  fact  in  a  state  of  extreme  mental  and 
bodily  imbecility.  His  diet  was  immediately  changed— he  took  food  at 
regular  and  short  intervals,  and  after  some  time  began  to  improve,  and 
became  more  intelligent ;  but  his  system  was  so  impaired  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  resuscitation,  and  he  lingered  on  several  months,  and  died.  He 
was  removed  from  the  institution  before  his  decease,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  any  post-mortem  examination  was  made.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
justly  celebrated  physician  at  the  head  of  the  institution,  that  he  died  of 
marasmus,  caused  by  abstemious  and  vegetable  diet,  and  that  the  lacteals 
had  become  obliterated  to  such  an  extent,  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
food  could  not  be  taken  up  to  sustain  the  system. 

In  the  summer  of  1833,  when  the  celebrated  bread  and  water  pedes- 
trian, Haskett,  was  walking;  and  lecturing  all  over  the  country,  in  conver- 
sation with  a  clergyman,  now  a  professor  of  a  theological  college  in  JNew 
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England,  I  ventured  to  predict  that  be  would  become  insane.  I  bad  not 
the  satisfaction  of  meeting  with  Mr.  Haskett  until  the  spring  of  1834. 
His  bodily  health  was  good — the  muscles  firm,  and  his  walk  elastic.  I 
must  confess  that  I  was  disappointed  in  finding  so  many  indications  of 
good  health.  I  directed  my  inquiries  to  the  state  of  his  nervous  system. 
He  insisted  that  there  had  been  a  great  increase  of  mental  as  well  as 
bodily  vigor,  since  he  entered  upon  his  system  of  living;  but  the  result 
of  my  examination  convinced  me  of  his  error.  There  was  great  excita- 
bility of  his  nervous  system,  and  his  mind  was  active,  but  not  strong. 
There  was  also  great  susceptibility  to  emotion  and  feeling  ;  his  imagina- 
tion was  very  active,  but  his  reasoning  powers  were  feeble  ;  his  conver- 
sation was  disconnected,  and  constantly  running  into  the  wildest  fancies  ; 
while  in  society,  there  was  an  unnatural  and  unhealthy  exhilaration  and 
excitement  ;  he  said  this  was  constant.  He  unwittingly  admitted  the 
following  facts.  When  lecturing,  his  ideas  rushed  in  upon  his  mind,  with- 
out any  effort  of  and  independent  of  his  will.  (I  have  been  told  that  his 
lectures  were  singularly  incoherent  and  extravagant.)  His  power  of 
abstraction  (as  he  called  it)  was  such,  that,  when  he  retired  at  night,  the 
spiritual  seemed  to  separate  from  the  material  part,  and  he  became  insen- 
sible to  all  bodily  sensation — he  described  his  visions  as  equal  in  vivid- 
ness to  those  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  and  said  that  he  was  in  a  state  of 
the  most  delightful  ecstacy.  What  was  this  but  a  temporary  insanity  ? 
These  and  other  admissions  of  his,  caused  me  to  tell  him  that  he  was 
upon  the  borders  of  insanity,  and  that  just  as  sure  as  he  persevered  in 
the  course  of  life  he  had  adopted,  he  would  become  insane.  He  admit- 
ted that  he  had  seriously  apprehended  it  ;  and  that  was  the  only  evil  he 
did  anticipate  from  his  course  of  diet.  I  afterwards  heard  of  him,  that 
he  gave  his  bread  a  heavy  coating  of  butter,  ate  freely  of  eggs,  and  occa- 
sionally of  fresh  fish.     Perhaps  my  warning  did  him  some  good. 

The  following  cases  have  more  recently  come  under  my  observation. 

Case  I.  was  a  female,  aged  30  years — married,  and  has  children — 
the  youngest  six  months.  Husband  was  a  Grahamite,  and  after  the  birth 
of  her  last  child,  she  entered  upon  the  same  diet  ;  three  months  after, 
she  became  depressed — fourth  month  was  happy,  gay  and  talkative,  slept 
but  little,  and  was  troubled  with  hideous  sights,  he.  he.  Excitement 
increasing,  she  was  sent  to  an  insane  hospital,  and  at  the  end  of  six 
months  was  discharged  recovered.  The  bodily  and  mental  health  of  her 
husband  was  also  much  impaired — countenance  pale — lips  colorless — 
voice  faint — his  memory  of  words  treacherous,  so  that  he  was  often  una- 
ble to  complete  a  sentence.  I  charged  the  wife  against  repeating  the 
"  severe  experiment."  She  has  since  enjoyed  good  health.  The  health 
of  her  husband  is  also  much  improved,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was 
in  consequence  of  having  followed  his  wife's  example. 

Case  II. — A  young  man,  aged  20  years,  a  merchant's  clerk — habits 
active  and  industrious — health  good  until  he  adopted  an  exclusive  vege- 
table diet,  principally  bread  and  cake,  with  milk — continued  his  labors, 
and  read  and  wrote  late  in  the  evening,  formed  extravagant  projects ; 
seventh  week  became  gay,  talkative  and  noisy — recited  pieces — was 
jealous  of  friends,  and  at  times  sullen.    Removed  to  an  insane  hospital — 
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continued  several  months  in  a  state  of  excitement — conversed  incoherently, 
and  laughed  much.  As  his  health  improved,  his  reason  was  restored, 
and  he  was  removed.  He  afterwards  went  into  the  country,  became  de- 
sponding, and  has  since  been  travelling  to  establish  his  health. 

Case  III. — A  merchant,  aged  35  years,  attended  Graham's  lectures, 
and  adopted  his  system  of  living.  In  a  few  months  became  hypochon- 
driacal, lost  his  sleep,  could  exercise  no  energy  and  decision  of  mind — • 
left  his  business  and  spent  a  year  in  travelling — continued  on  low  vege- 
table diet,  and  grew  worse  and  worse — thought  and  talked  only  of  his 
misery — had  lost  in  weight  sixty  pounds — was  finally  sent  to  an  insane 
asylum  ;  and  to  the  inquiry,  "  what  shall  I  eat  ?  "  (which  he  had  daily  and 
hourly  asked  for  one  year),  the  physician  answered,  eat  such  things  as 
are  set  before  you,  asking  no  questions  for  conscience's  sake,  for  the 
earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  thereof."  A  common  diet  was  set 
before  him,  a  dinner  of  animal  and  vegetable  food.  His  sleep,  cheerful- 
ness and  flesh  soon  returned,  and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  he  was  dis- 
charged well,  having  gained  in  the  mean  time  more  than  half  a  pound  daily! 

Case  IV. — A  male,  aged  35  years — merchant — active,  industrious, 
and  enterprising,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  citizens  of  the  town  where 
he  resided.  No  man  was  more  conscientious  in  his  principles,  none 
more  correct  and  uniform  in  all  his  deportment  and  habits.  About  a 
year  ago,  while  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  physiological  and  psychological 
powers  in  their  full  vigor,  he  attended  Graham's  lectures,  and  afterwards 
conscientiously  adopted  his  system  of  living.  This  was  soon  followed  by 
some  exhilaration  of  feeling — he  said  "  he  felt  as  if  he  had  no  body,  no 
stomach  ;  he  digested  his  food  without  any  sensation,  &c."  He  became 
more  susceptible  to  emotion,  more  alive  to  the  anxieties  and  perplexities 
of  his  business,  and  manifested  more  than  ordinary  zeal  on  those  topics 
which  interested  his  feelings.  About  the  sixth  month,  he  began  to  be 
absent-minded,  forgot  to  make  entries — neglected  customers,  became 
anxious — walked  to  and  fro,  and  could  not  sleep.  Seventh  month,  left 
his  business  entirely — was  anxious,  unhappy,  and  yielded  to  a  feeling  of 
despair.  He  was  taken  into  the  country,  but  gradually  grew  worse — 
got  very  little  sleep,  his  feebleness  increased,  took  food  sparingly,  said  it 
distressed  him,  felt  as  if  he  should  burst  after  eating,  &c.  &c.  In  this 
state  he  was  conveyed  to  an  insane  hospital.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
substitute  more  nourishing  food,  but  he  was  conscientiously  opposed  to  it. 
His  emaciation  (which  had  reduced  him  from  his  ordinary  weight  of  146 
pounds,  to  95  pounds),  was  arrested,  but  as  yet  very  little  progress  has 
been  made  towards  his  recovery — he  is  extremely  feeble,  perfectly 
wretched,  and  his  case,  though  not  quite  hopeless,  is  one  of  imminent 
danger.  The  following  extract  is  from  a  letter  written  to  him  by  a  bro- 
ther now  absent  in  Europe,  and  is  very  apropos  to  my  present  purpose. 
"  A  letter  from  our  brother,  dated  the  14th  of  last  month,  mentioned 
your  indisposition  and  extreme  lowness  of  spirits.  I  can  feelingly  sym- 
pathize with  you,  for  in  18 — ,  after  the  cruel  suffering  1  experienced 
from  hunger  and  thirst  in  my  voyage  to  the  Mediterranean,  my  mind 
was  so  affected,  as  to  render  me  indifferent  to  everything ;  but  as  my 
strength  of  body  increased,  1  felt  better.     The  connection  of  body  and 
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mind  is  such,  that  when  one  suffers,  the  other  necessarily  sympathizes, 
and  I  believe  your  indisposition  has  been  produced  by  over-exer- 
tion and  a  vegetable  diet.  Such  a  regimen  may  answer  for  those 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  it  from  infancy,  but  I  do  believe  that  ani- 
mal food  is  necessary  for  others  who  have  not  been  thus  brought  up,  and 
I  advise  you  to  eat  a  little  animal  food  once  every  day,  and  although  I 
am  not  friendly  to  drinking  much  wine,  I  would  advise  you  to  take  a 
glass  daily,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  that  way  your  health  and  strength 
of  body  and  mind  will  soon  be  restored.  I  found  nothing  more  beneficial 
to  me,  than  taking  a  glass  of  warm  milk  from  the  cow  every  morning, 
with  a  teaspoonful  of  old  brandy  and  some  sugar  in  it.  It  would  be  well 
for  you  to  spend  a  few  days  on  the  farm  where  you  can  breathe  a  pure 
air,  and  have  new  milk  in  perfection.  You  must  think,  with  me,  that 
health  is  not  to  be  neglected,  for  we  have  duties  to  perform  which  re- 
quire all  our  energies,  and  such  means  as  are  put  in  our  power  must  be 
used  for  the  restoration  of  strength,  and  if  Graham's  system  is  found 
injurious  it  must  be  abandoned." 

And  I  add,  as  my  firm  conviction,  "  It  must  be  abandoned."  It 
will  perhaps  be  asked,  did  not  other  causes  operate  to  excite  the  disease 
in  these  cases?  Without  doubt  there  did;  but  in  all  these  cases,  this 
was  the  most  prominent  and  obviously  the  real  cause.  The  brain  and 
nervous  system  was  by  it  thrown  into  a  state  of  irritability  and  excitability, 
and  prepared  for  the  development  of  disease.  The  same  general  effects 
followed  in  all  these  cases  ;  that  is,  increase  of  irritability  and  excitabili- 
ty— morbid  activity  of  mind — wakefulness,  restlessness,  and  in  most 
cases  exhileration.  I  apprehend  that  in  all  cases  the  same  general  effects 
will  be  produced,  and  a  state  of  the  nervous  system  excited  which  will 
prepare  the  way  for  the  development  of  this  disease.  I  do  not  say  that 
all  will  become  insane,  but  that  a  liability  to  it  may  thus  be  caused. 
We  have  most  of  us  noticed  that  we  were  more  irritable,  excitable  and 
irascible,  before,  than  after  dinner.  This  is  especially  obvious  in  an  in- 
sane hospital ; — patients  are  always  the  most  quiet  after  a  full  meal,  and 
it  has  been  noticed  in  institutions,  where  a  full  diet  of  animal  and  vegeta- 
ble food  has  been  substituted  for  an  abstemious  and  vegetable  diet,  that 
there  has  followed  an  astonishing  abatement  of  irritability  and  excita- 
bility, and  to  a  great  degree  the  raging  and  raving  of  madness  has  been 
hushed,  as  if  some  mighty  power  had  said,  "  be  still."  And  it  has  also 
been  noticed,  that  under  this  diet  the  convalescence  has  been  more 
rapid,  and  the  recovery  more  entire.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to  know 
other  individuals,  besides  those  already  named,  who  subsisted  on  a  purely 
vegetable  diet,  and,  without  one  exception,  they  gave  evidence  of  mental 
or  bodily  imbecility,  or  both.  The  case  of  the  far-famed  Casper  Hausar 
is  in  point.  Here  was  great  delicacy  and  sensitiveness — keen  suscepti- 
bility and  feeling,  with  weakness  of  body  and  mind.  I  have  seen  Mr. 
Graham  only  once.  I  then  heard  him  deliver  a  written  lecture  on  insani- 
ty. The  several  articles  in  your  Journal,  are  all  the  writings  of  his  [ 
have  ever  read.  I  listened  attentively  to  his  lecture,  and  I  read  carefully 
his  articles;  and  I  could  not  discover  a  single  evidence  of  power  of 
mind.    He  has  some  discrimination,  and  more  imagination,  and  in  almost 
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every  line  he  gives  evidence  of  excessive  irritability  and  excitability, 
emotion  and  feeling. 

His  writings  are  egotistical,  rhapsodical,  and  abounding  with  extrava- 
gant expressions.  Such  are  the  writings  of  the  insane.  In  his  lecture, 
the  expression  of  his  countenance  was  often  such,  that,  had  I  met  him 
in  an  insane  hospital,  and  heard  him  declaim,  I  think  I  should  not  have 
hesitated  to  pronounce  him  insane.  As  it  is,  appearances  are  suspicious, 
and  I  should  not  be  surprised,  if,  at  some  future  day,  the  evidences  should 
be  more  decided ;  or,  that  he  should  wake  up,  and  find  he  had  lived  in  a 
dream. 

Mr.  Editor,  I  commenced  this  communication  with  no  other  intention 
than  to  propose  the  queries  on  page  39th.  1  did  not  intend  to  state 
any  case,  or  enter  at  all  into  the  argument  whether  a  mixed  diet  of  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  substances,  or  an  exclusively  vegetable  diet,  is  most 
conducive  to  health  ;  but  I  have  been  led  on,  step  by  step,  until  my  ar- 
ticle has  become  quite  extended.  I  have  but  a  few  words  more  to  say. 
I  regard  the  question  as  one  of  great  importance,  altogether  too  grave 
for  ridicule  alone  ;  for  if  the  evidence  of  all  the  facts  sustain  his  system, 
Mr.  Graham  deserves  well  of  his  country  ;  he  has  labored  long  and  hard, 
and  in  the  face  of  reproach  and  persecution,  and  I  will  bestow  upon  him 
the  praise  which  is  his  due.  But  if  he  is  wrong,  it  is  said  "  he  does  no 
harm,  and  there  is  no  danger  that  any  man  will  eat  too  little."  I  deny 
it.  There  is  a  class  he  will  not  injure,  and  in  it  we  shall  find  the  glut- 
tons. These  Mr.  Graham  will  not  reach,  But  there  are  those  who 
may  be  injured,  and  they  are  the  soul  of  our  land, — our  clergy,  and  the 
conscientious  of  all  professions.  They  may  be  deceived  by  his  plausi- 
ble speculations  and  exparte  testimony,  and  enter  upon  his  system  and 
pursue  it,  and,  as  the  result,  we  may  expect  the  prevalence  of  enthusi- 
asm, fanaticism  and  madness.  After  "  twenty  years  of  research  and 
experiment,"  it  would  be  very  surprising  if  he  had  not  collected  numer- 
ous cases  favorable  to  his  views.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  such  exparte 
evidence.  I  want  other  testimony,  such  as  individuals  residing  in  those 
towns  where  he  has  lectured  can  give.  1  have  stated  a  few  cases  which 
have  come  under  my  own  limited  observation — let  others  do  the  same, 
and  I  will  venture  the  prediction,  that,  as  the  result  of  such  investiga- 
tions, "  scientific  men,  as  a  body,  will  be  convinced,  that  though  man 
may  in  certain  circumstances  do  very  well  on  a  "  purely  vegetable  diet, 
"and  in  some  circumstances  may  find  it  necessary"  and  highly  advan- 
tageous to  confine  himself  to  it,  "  yet,  as  a  general  rule,"  for  man,  while 
in  the  enjoyment  of  health,  and  living  in  our  climate,  "  a  well  regulat- 
ed "  animal  and  vegetable  diet  "  is  most  eminently  adapted  to  sustain 
the  highest  and  best  physiological  and  psychological  interests  of  human 
nature  ;"  and  that  a  purely  vegetable  and  abstemious  diet,  when  entered 
upon  by  persons  in  health,  and  persevered  in  for  a  long  period,  will  often 
cause  dyspepsia,  hypochondriasis,  insanity,  marasmus  and  death. 

Mr.  Graham  has  long  lectured  before  the  public  ;  he  has  either  done 
much  good  or  much  harm  ;  he  has  certainly  occasioned  much  excite- 
ment ; — he  now  owes  it  to  the  public  to  publish  his  researches  and  ob- 
servations.   We  want  his  views  in  some  tangible  form ;  at  present  they 
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are  too  ignis  fatuus  like  ;  we  do  not  know  precisely  what  they  are,  or 
where  to  find  them.  His  opinions  have  been  endorsed  by  a  highly  res- 
pectable physician  of  your  city.  Have  not  the  medical  profession  a 
claim  upon  this  responsible  surety?  And  is  it  too  much  to  ask  him,  to 
bring  forth  his  strong  reasons  and  facts  by  which  he  justifies  his  recom- 
mendation ? 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say,  that  if  Grahamism  is  what  I  suppose  it  to  be, 
I  can  only  regard  it  as  atheistical  in  its  tendency,  and  destructive  in  its 
operation. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  preceding  article  was  written  immediately  after  the  appear- 
ance of  Mr.  Graham's  "  Remarks  on  Dr.  Bell's  Essay."  I  have  delayed 
sending  it  to  you,  hoping  that  some  other  individual  would  bring  the  sub- 
ject in  its  true  light  before  the  public.  I  have  for  years  seen  and  depre- 
cated the  evils  of  this  system  of  legislating  for  nature,  and  I  have  been 
prevented  from  publicly  stating  my  views,  only  by  a  belief  that,  like  all 
other  systems  founded  in  error,  it  was  "  self  limited ;"  and  by  a  deep- 
rooted  aversion  to  being  engaged  in  controversy.  It  is  only  in  considera- 
tion of  the  suffering  I  am  compelled  to  witness  (caused,  as  I  believe,  by 
this  system),  the  confidence  with  which  it  is  taught,  and  the  abuse  which 
is  heaped  upon  those  who  refuse  to  subscribe  to  its  truth,  and  propagate 
its  errors,  that  I  am  now  induced  to  overcome  my  scruples  and  send  forth 
this  article  to  the  world,  and  ask  for  the  facts  which  have  come  under 
the  observation  of  others.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Graham  may  think  I 
have  been  severe  in  my  remarks  respecting  him  ;  but  let  them  remem- 
ber that  I  have  seen  one  and  another  of  the  "  voluntary  victims  "  of  his 
system,  from  a  state  of  perfect  health  sink  down  to  the  grave — that  I  am 
at  this  time  watching  the  progress  of  another,  one  well  beloved,  as  a 
Christian  and  a  man — that  I  see  the  tears  and  distress  of  his  friends, 
when  I  tell  them  that  his  case  is  almost  hopeless.  Let  them  remember, 
too,  that  the  victims  of  this  system  are  not  from  among  the  dissolute  and 
unworthy,  but  from  the  higher  ranks  of  life — from  the  sedentary  and 
professional — from  the  ministry  and  the  church — and  from  the  pious  and 
conscientious  of  all  professions  and  occupations — and  that  I  see  the  press 
enlisted  in  its  favor — and  one  of  the  most  respected  and  best  beloved 
of  your  physicians  and  surgeons  giving  it  his  written  sanction  ;  and  then 
let  me  ask  them  if  they  would  not  have  thought  me  faithless  to  the 
cause  of  humanity,  if,  under  these  circumstances,  I  had  neglected  to  dis- 
charge this  duty.  I  have  one  more  case  to  state,  and  then  I  shall  have 
done.  No  retort,  no  sarcasm,  no  abuse,  shall  engage  me  in  a  contro- 
versy about  this  matter.  I  would  again  remark,  in  concluding,  that  I  trust 
Mr.  G.  will  favor  the  public  with  his  researches  and  facts,  "  and  let 
the  people  judge." 

A  medical  friend  to  whom  I  sent  for  perusal  my  article,  said,  in  the 
letter  which  accompanied  its  return,  "  you  might  have  added  the  case  of 
L — ,  from  S — ,  who  fell  a  victim  to  the  system  you  reprobate."  Poor 
L — !  it  is  very  strange  I  did  not  recollect  his  case.  I  may  have  forgot- 
ten others  equally  in  point.    He  was  a  lawyer — wealthy  and  respectable, 
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a  husband  and  a  father.  While  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  usual  health  he 
read  a  work  on  diet ;  abstemiousness  was  recommended,  and  he  adopted 
it.  (I  am  not  certain  that  he  confined  himself  to  a  purely  vegetable  diet.) 
I  do  not  recollect,  if  I  ever  knew,  what  were  the  first  effects  of  his  "  se- 
vere experiment."  When  1  saw  him,  he  was  an  inmate  of  an  insane 
hospital,  hypochondriacal  and  suicidal,  extremely  emaciated,  and  would 
take  food  but  very  sparingly.  He  made  frequent  attempts  upon  his  life, 
and  was  only  prevented  from  accomplishing  his  purpose  by  the  constant 
presence  of  his  attendant.  He  on  one  occasion  eluded  his  vigilance,  and 
threw  himself  from  the  fourth  story  window  of  the  building  where  he 
was  residing;  but,  thanks  to  low  living  !  the  resistance  of  the  air  was  al- 
most sufficient  to  buoy  up  his  attenuated  frame.  He  fell  upon  the  stone 
steps,  received  a  slight  cut  upon  the  head,  and  fractured  one  of  his  limbs, 
but  received  no  other  injury.  He  recovered  from  his  wounds,  lingered 
out  several  years  in  misery,  and  died  of  marasmus. 
Feb.  5th,  1836. 


STEATOMOUS  THICKENING  OF  THE  PARIETES  OF  THE  BLADDER,. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Sept.  1st,  1835,  was  called  to  visit  C.  J.  a  boy  aged  six  years,  with  a  diar- 
rhoea, some  pain  in  the  bowels,  tongue  coated,  pulse  frequent,  with  a  diffi- 
culty in  voiding  urine.  Gave  a  cathartic  of  calomel  and  rhei,  followed 
with  mucilages,  Pulvis  Doveri,  and  Spt.  Niter  Dulc.  Within  three  days 
he  was  materially  better,  so  as  to  be  playing  about  the  house.  Ten  days 
from  this  time  (13th),  was  called  again  to  see  him.  I  learnt  from  his 
parents  that  since  my  previous  visits  he  had  been  active  in  his  plays 
through  the  day,  but  exercised  with  severe  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  night, 
in  the  right  hip  and  bladder,  with  a  frequent  desire  to  pass  urine,  attend- 
ed with  difficulty  and  pain  at  the  commencement.  At  tills  time  there 
was  an  enlargement  in  the  pubic,  extending  into  the  umbilical  region  ;  the 
walls  and  shape  of  it  could  be  well  defined,  presenting  the  appearance 
of  the  bladder  distended  with  urine,  although  he  had  passed  and  still  con- 
tinued to  pass  urine,  but  in  less  quantity  and  at  shorter  intervals  than  in 
health.  A  small  sized  catheter  was  passed,  but  no  urine,  or  but  very 
little,  flowed.  Gave  a  cathartic,  followed  with  mucilages,  Spt.  Niter,  and 
fomentations  to  the  abdomen.  15th,  introduced  the  catheter  again, 
without  obtaining  urine.  On  the  1 8th,  as  the  tumor  increased  in  size, 
and  the  abdomen  became  more  enlarged,  my  friend  Dr.  Little  was  called 
in  council,  who. was  of  the  opinion  that  the  bladder  was  distended  with 
urine.  Agreeably  to  this  view  of  the  case,  the  catheter  was  again  intro- 
duced, with  no  better  success  than  before.  Different  external  applica- 
tions were  steadily  and  perseveringly  used  for  some  three  weeks,  such  as 
blisters,  friction  with  mercurial  ointment,  fomentations,  with  the  use  of 
calomel  internally,  until  the  system  was  slightly  affected.  Still  the  tumor 
continued  to  increase,  until  the  whole  abdomen  was  filled  with  it,  and  so 
much  distended  that  the  shape  could  not  be  defined  as  at  first.  Yet 
there  was  not  much  pain,  even  upon  pressure. 
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October  10th,  commenced  failing;  the  pulse  became  small,  the  pupils 
of  the  eyes  dilated,  with  severe  spasms,  which  lasted  at  times  for  two 
hours.  Gave  antispasmodics,  which  controlled  and  stopped  the  fits,  but 
still  he  lay  for  some  days  rather  insensible  ;  could  not  see,  nor  talk  so  as 
to  be  understood.  In  this  situation  Dr.  Little  again  visited  him.  It  was 
thought  possible  there  might  be  serum  or  pus  in  the  abdomen.  The 
trocar  was  passed  below  the  umbilicus,  and  a  small  quantity  of  matter 
found,  resembling  in  color  and  consistence  the  secretions  of  a  wen. 
From  this  time  he  gradually  regained  his  sight  and  speech.  Friction 
with  the  ointment  of  iodine  was  applied  to  the  abdomen,  with  the  use  of 
the  hydriodate  of  potash  in  as  large  quantities  as  the  stomach  would 
bear.  This  treatment  w7as  continued  for  about  ten  weeks,  without  inter- 
mission. The  first  six  weeks,  his  general  health  improved,  his  appetite 
good,  requiring  hearty  food  and  in  large  quantities  ;  evacuations  from  the 
bowels  regular  and  healthy  ;  urine  voided  freer,  and  with  less  pain  than 
at  first.  The  use  of  the  iodine  and  hydriodate  of  potash  for  two  weeks 
appeared  to  arrest  the  growth  of  the  tumor,  and  the  abdomen  became 
softer  ;  after  that  it  continued  to  enlarge. 

Dec.  10.  Again  began  to  fail ;  his  appetite  left  him  ;  yet  the  evacua- 
tions from  the  bowels  continued  regular ;  the  urine  became  turbid,  was 
voided  with  more  difficulty,  and  depositing  a  sediment.  From  this  time 
the  superficial  veins  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  became  greatly  enlarged, 
the  extremities  ©edematous ;  body  much  emaciated.    Died  January  5th. 

Autopsy,  ten  hours  after  death,  assisted  by  Doctors  Little  and  Howard. 
On  making  an  incision  into  the  abdomen,  the  integuments  were  found 
adhering  to  the  parts  within.  On  dissecting  back  the  abdominal  parietes, 
a  tumor  presented,  reaching  from  within  the  pelvis  into  the  epigastric 
region,  and  within  two  inches  of  the  sternum,  crowding  the  abdominal 
viscera  back  and  upwards,  pressing  them  against  the  diaphragm.  The 
tumor  adhered  to  the  cartilages  of  the  false  ribs,  and  the  parts  that  were 
in  contact  with  it.  On  cutting  into  the  tumor,  it  was  found  to  be  a  dis- 
eased enlargement  of  the  bladder,  or  a  growth  upon  the  outside  com- 
pletely encircling  it,  of  a  fatty  appearance,  its  walls  from  one  to  two 
inches  in  thickness.  On  dissecting  back  the  adhesions  from  the  right 
side  of  the  tumor,  there  was  an  opening  into  the  bladder,  through  which 
urine  flowed,  of  a  yellowish  muddy  appearance.  There  likewise  was  a 
fungous  tumor  within  the  diseased  bladder,  arising  near  the  neck,  of  a 
loose  fibrous  structure,  and  of  a  dark  red  color,  weighing  six  ounces. 
There  were  many  small  tumors  in  different  parts  of  the  abdomen,  vary- 
ing in  size  from  a  large  pea  to  a  hen's  egg,  of  the  same  fatty  appearance 
as  the  Mi'ge  tumor.  The  liver  rested  upon  some  of  these  tumors,  which 
left  impressions  indented  in  it  after  it  v/as  removed.  Stomach  and  intes- 
tines healthy,  likewise  the  kidneys  and  ureters.  The  lungs  slightly  ad- 
hered to  the  pleura  costalis  ;  otherwise  healthy.    Head  not  examined. 

Rush,  N.  Y.  Feb.  Qth,  1836. 

Socrates  Smith. 
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CASES  OF  IN  EFFICACY  OF  CROTON  OIL.- RUPTURE  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SIR? — In  a  late  number  of  the  Journal  I  noticed  some  cases  in  which 
large  doses  of  Croton  Oil  were  given.  Some  cases  of  that  description 
have  also  come  under  my  own  observation,  two  of  which  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  relate. 

Case  I.  Erastus  Henman,  in  the  fall  of  1831,  was  attacked  with 
bilious  colic.  After  an  ineffectual  application  of  the  usual  cathartics, 
he  took  two  drops  of  Ol.  Croton  every  two  hours  until  he  had  taken 
eighteen  drops,  when  it  operated  and  he  got  well. 

Case  II.  was  still  more  obstinate.  The  disease  and  treatment  were 
the  same  as  case  1st,  but  the  Ol.  Croton  did  not  operate,  and  it  was 
judged,  from  its  effect  on  the  general  system,  imprudent  to  push  it  fur- 
ther. It  was  accordingly  discontinued,  and  Calomel  was  given  in  twenty- 
four  grain  doses  every  two  hours,  until  he  had  taken  two  hundred  and 
forty  grains,  when  the  Calomel  passed  the  bowels,  accompanied  with  an 
aqueous  fluid  of  a  green  color,  perfectly  inodorous.  With  much  difficul- 
ty we  kept  him  alive  until  the  system  had  become  charged  with  the  mer- 
cury, when  he  gradually  recovered.  I  have  purposely  omitted  the  other 
part  of  the  treatment  in  these  cases,  wishing  to  exhibit  only  that  which 
relates  to  the  croton  oil,  and  also,  in  the  2d  case,  to  the  enormous  doses  of 
calomel.  Both  of  these  patients  were  robust  men,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years  of  age.    Both  occurred  in  the  same  year. 

I  intended  to  have  given  you  other  cases,  particularly  that  of  a  rup- 
ture of  the  uterus,  which  took  place  in  Ashtabula  Co.  Ohio,  some  eight 
or  nine  years  since,  and,  so  far  as  I  know  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
were  somewhat  singular.  The  usual  symptoms  of  a  rupture  of  the  ute- 
rus were  wanting.  The  labor  progressed  under  very  favorable  circum- 
stances, pains  rather  light,  intervals  regular,  os  tinea?  dilated,  when  pains 
left  her  without  any  evident  cause  ;  no  retrocession  of  child.  After  an 
interval  of  about  two  hours,  a  deep-seated  pain  attacked  her  just  below 
the  epigastric  region,  which  was  appeased  with  a  large  opiate,  but  return- 
ed after  the  operation  of  the  opiate.  The  patient  was  evidently  sinking 
very  fast,  and  delivery  was  judged  to  be  the  only  practicable  way  of  sav- 
ing the  life  of  the  mother.  This  was  effected  by  the  blunt  hook,  and 
the  woman  survived  about  thirty  minutes.  On  a  post-mortem  examination, 
w7hich  was  performed  by  my  friend  Dr.  D.  Spencer  and  myself,  it  was 
found  that  there  was  about  two  quarts  of  extra vasated  blood  in  the  cavity 
of  the  peritoneum,  also  a  laceration  of  the  uterus,  about  two  inches  in 
length,  near  its  cervix. 

Your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Josiah  Lane. 

Nelson,  Ohio,  January  24,  1836. 
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AUTOPSICAL  OBSCURITY. 

A  correspondent  has  forwarded  the  following  particulars  of  the  exami- 
nation of  the  body  of  a  female,  who  died  recently,  not  far  from  Boston. 
The  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  history  of  the  individual,  before  death, 
are  substantially  these  : — A  practising  physician,  in  the  early  part  of 
January,  in  passing  the  door  of  a  public  house,  was  asked  by  a  young 
woman,  whom  he  afterwards  ascertained  had  arrived  in  the  evening  stage, 
if  he  were  a  physician.  When  informed  on  that  point,  she  remarked  that 
she  was  indisposed,  and  desired  his  advice.  Subsequently  she  expressed 
a  wish  to  be  assisted  in  procuring  reasonable  lodgings,  being  too  unwell 
to  provide  for  herself.  This  he  humanely  accomplished,  and  prescribed 
some  simple  medical  course,  which  he  thought  most  conducive  to  her  re- 
storation. At  the  expiration  of  about  a  week,  the  neighborhood  were 
excited  by  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  the  stranger  woman.  On 
account  of  the  mystery  in  which  her  appearance  at  first,  and  disappear- 
ance at  last,  was  involved,  strange  surmises  seem  to  have  been  raised. 
However,  in  conformity  with  general  custom,  the  funeral  took  place  on 
the  second  or  third  day  ;  but  the  body  was  afterwards  disinterred  and 
examined  by  several  professional  gentlemen,  for  the  satisfaction  of  a  jury 
of  inquest.  After  the  reader  has  finished  the  report  below,  we  would 
propound  two  or  three  questions — viz.  had  the  deceased  been  pregnant  ? 
and  if  so,  had  artificial  abortion  been  effected  ?  If  not,  how  are  the  ap- 
pearances of  the  uterine  organs  to  be  accounted  for  ? 

Should  these  prefatory  observations  fall  under  the  eye  of  any  one  who 
is  possessed  not  only  of  all  the  facts,  but  the  opinions  also  of  the  medical 
examiners,  he  will  oblige  us  by  communicating  the  particulars.  We  very 
rarely  receive  a  paper  so  thoroughly  guarded,  in  every  respect,  that  some 
clue  cannot  be  had,  at  least,  to  the  writer's  own  view  of  what  he  minutely 
details  ;  but  in  this  instance  there  is  a  provoking  obscurity,  that  seems  to 
be  wholly  unnecessary.  Gratified,  however,  with  possessing  the  careful 
anatomical  observations  of  an  unknown  correspondent,  we  shall  manifest 
no  symptoms  of  impatience  for  further  particulars  till  they  are  freely  pre- 
sented. Dr.  Beck,  we  will  venture  to  promise,  would  feel  it  a  privilege 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  whole  story,  which  he  would  know  how 
to  dispose  of  for  the  advantage  of  medical  jurisprudence. 

Post-mortem  Examination  of  the  body  of  Miss  H.  D.  S.  aged  27,  seventy- 
eight  hours  after  death,  Jan.  18,  1836. 
External  appearances. — Body  of  normal  rotundity  ;  dark  patches  (su- 
gillations)  in  dependent  parts  (say  about  the  back  and  loins,  &c.)  ;  cica- 
trix about  the  umbilicus,  the  size  of  a  half  dollar  ;  yellow,  elevated  patch- 
es over  the  sternum  and  on  the  right  shoulder,  supposed  to  have  been 
produced  by  some  vesicatory.  No  marks  of  violence.  Mammae  unusu- 
ally full,  containing  milk,  which  was  readily  pressed  out  ;  areola  darker 
than  natural.  Mons  veneris  normal  in  fulness,  &c.  Os  externum  fully 
dilated.    Entrance  of  urethra  visible,  and  readily  admitted  the  catheter, 
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by  the  side  of  which  a  small  quantity  of  turbid  urine  escaped.  The  labia, 
and  vagina,  which  was  visible  through  much  of  its  extent,  were  discolor- 
ed— dark.    Odor  from  the  vagina  putrescent  and  highly  offensive. 

The  abdomen  was  now  laid  open  by  an  incision  extending  from  the 
ensiform  cartilage  to  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  others  from  the  umbilicus 
to  the  superior  anterior  spinous  processes  of  the  ilia.  The  cellular  mem- 
brane of  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen  heavily  loaded  by  adipose  matter — 
say  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Omentum  in  situ  loaded  with 
adipose,  and  concealing  the  convolutions  of  the  intestines — purulent  mat- 
ter in  various  spots  upon  its  surface,  more  on  the  inferior  than  superior 
portion.  Sero-purulent  matter  in  considerable  quantity  was  removed 
from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen — say  six  to  eight  ounces.  Vessels  of  the 
peritoneum  lining  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen  finely  injected.  The 
omentum  slightly  but  extensively  adherent  to  the  intestines  throughout 
their  convolutions.  On  separating  it  from  its  adhesions,  it  was  found  to 
be  of  ordinary  thickness  and  less  loaded  with  adipose  than  its  appearance 
in  situ  indicated.  Its  vessels  throughout  fully  and  minutely  injected,  in- 
dicating grave  inflammation.  The  inferior  two  thirds  of  the  surface  of 
the  intestines,  as  viewed  in  situ,  were  nearly  covered  with  purulent  mat- 
ter. Intestines  inflated,  and  the  vessels  of  their  serous  coat  finely  inject- 
ed. Convolutions  of  the  intestines  slightly  adherent  throughout — adhe- 
sions stronger  in  their  inferior  portion.  Stomach  in  situ  inflated,  and 
vessels  of  the  external  coat  very  slightly  injected.  Uterus  larger  than  in 
an  unimpregnated  and  healthy  state,  measuring,  in  its  transverse  diame- 
ter, from  two  and  a  half  to  three  inches,  in  its  antero-posterior  from  two 
to  two  and  a  half,  and  from  neck  to  fundus  from  four  to  five  inches.  On 
the  posterior  and  superior  of  it  was  an  abscess,  the  ulcerated  surface  of 
which  was  an  inch  in  length  and  half  an  inch  in  breadth.  Fallopian  tubes 
and  ovaria  enlarged  and  inflamed.  Urinary  bladder  empty  and  contract- 
ed. The  uterus  was  now  removed,  with  a  portion  of  the  vagina.  The 
ulcerated  surface  externally  was  found  to  extend  posteriorly  to  considera- 
ble extent.  Os  uteri  largely  dilated.  On  laying  open  the  uterus,  its 
walls  were  about  an  inch  in  thickness  at  the  fundus,  and  the  internal  sur- 
face was  found  to  be  inflamed  throughout,  and  presenting,  over  about  two 
thirds  of  its  surface,  a  dark-colored,  granulated  and  ragged  appearance. 
The  third  part  not  presenting  this  appearance  was  situated  around  the  os 
uteri  and  the  entrance  of  the  left  fallopian  tube.  On  the  anterior  surface, 
about  an  inch  and  a  half  from  the  entrance  of  the  fallopian  tube,  a  sub- 
stance about  half  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  of  dark  color  and  granulated 
texture,  was  found  adhering  to  the  uterus,  which  when  removed  left  the 
same  granulated  and  ragged  appearance  as  above  described.  Liver  paler 
than  usual,  otherwise  normal.  Gallbladder  distended  with  yellow  bile. 
Pancreas  and  spleen  norma!.  The  stomach  being  removed  and  laid  open, 
its  internal  surface  was  found  covered  generally  with  a  dark  greenish, 
viscid  mucus.  Vessels  of  the  great  curvature  to  some  extent  injected — 
more  slightly  in  other  parts,  A  portion  of  the  small  intestines  was  re- 
moved and  laid  open,  the  internal  surface  of  which  was  thicklv  covered 
with  adhesive  mucus,  and  the  vessels  of  the  villous  coat  finely  njected. 
The  internal  surface  of  the  bladder,  normal,  The  sternum  being  raised 
in  the  usual  manner,  the  viscera  of  the  thorax  were  examined  in  situ,  and 
presented  no  unusual  appearances.  During  the  dissection,  a  pint  or 
more  of  sero-purulent  matter  was  removed  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
*  men.    JVo  chemical  tests  were  used  in  the  examination. 
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Smallpox  at  Newfoundland. — The  smallpox  appears  to  be  committing 
extensive  ravages  at  St.  Johns.  The  Newfoundland  Patriot  of  the  15th 
alt.  contains  the  following  : — "  Not  the  slightest  abatement,  we  are  sorry 
to  say,  has  taken  place  during  the  past  week  in  this  most  malignant  dis- 
ease. Since  its  appearance  in  this  town,  upwards  of  500  individuals  have 
been  swept  away  by  it,  and  a  large  number  of  severe  cases  still  exist.  It 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  people  with  their  faces  covered  with  the  pus- 
tule, denoting  the  disease,  transacting  their  ordinary  business  or  walking 
in  the  streets.  We  hear  of  no  one  taking  the  disease,  however,  who  has 
been  successfully  vaccinated  for  the  cowpock." 


Third  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital. — Owing  to  the  prior 
claims  of  others,  it  will  not  be  convenient  to  present  a  synoptical  view  of 
this  truly  valuable  report,  for  one  or  two  weeks.  It  may  be  premised,  in 
the  mean  time,  that  Dr.  Woodward  sustains  the  character  of  the  important 
institution  confided  to  his  care,  with  distinguished  ability.  There  is  a 
preciseness  in  the  tabular  portions  of  the  pamphlet,  which  cannot  fail  to 
interest  the  medical  man  as  well  as  the  philanthropist. 


Comparative  Pain  and  Constitutional  Affections  from  Couching  and  Ex- 
tracting the  Cataract. — The  people,  and  many  practitioners,  seem  to  have 
an  opinion  that  couching  is  attended  with  less  pain  and  constitutional  dis- 
turbance, than  extraction;  but  from  considerable  experience  we  are  con- 
vinced that  this  is  not  the  fact.  The  introduction  of  the  needle  through  the 
sclerotica)  is  generally  attended  with  greater  suffering  at  the  moment,  and 
a.much  deeper  state  of  nervous  irritation,  with  nausea,  than  the  incision  of 
the  cornea;  and  the  pressure  of  the  dislocated  lens  is  more  severely  felt 
by  the  patient,  than  its  escape  from  the  eye.  These  facts,  with  many 
others,  lead  us  to  prefer  extraction  to  depression,  provided,  of  course,  that 
the  state  of  the  cornea  and  anterior  chamber  be  such  as  to  favor  the  for- 
mer operation. —  West.  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Phys.  Sciences. 


An  Herbivorous  Man. — Anthony  Julian,  a  native  of  Var,  fell  suddenly 
into  such  poverty  during  his  youth,  that  he  was  compelled  to  eat  plants. 
That  which  was  at  first  painful  food,  soon  became  an  object  of  choice  'y 
and  although  in  a  few  months  his  situation  was  altered,  he  continued  to 
live  on  raw  vegetables,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  bread  and  wine, 
which  he  could  without  any  sacrifice  forego.  The  digestion  of  his  new 
food  was  perfect,  and  his  health  and  strength  increased  in  an  extraordinary 
manner. — Bull,  de  Sc.  and  Arts  of  Vary. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Lectures  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont,  at  Burlington,  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  March 
9th.  There  are  three  professors,  one  of  whom,  Prof.  Benedict,  is  well 
known  in  this  region  for  his  profound  knowledge  in  natural  philosophy 
and  chemistry. — Five  hundred  dollars  have  been  presented  to  the  Lying- 
in  Hospital,  in  this  city,  within  a  few  days,  by  Theodore  Lyman,  Esq.  of 
Waltham,  an  almoner  to  all  our  charitable  institutions.  The  last  quar- 
terly meeting  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association  was  held  at  Dr.  Benj. 
Shurtleff 's,  on  Friday  evening,  where  hospitality,  elegance  and  comfort 
were  combined.  Had  a  stranger  been  present,  he  would  have  discovered 
the  secret  by  which  such  a  multitude  of  doctors  live  on  the  most  friendly 
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terms,  notwithstanding  the  popular  slander  that  two  of  a  trade  can  never 
agree. — The  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement  are  said  to  have 
collected  a  mass  of  curious  and  instructive  papers.  Is  there  no  way  to 
be  devised  by  which  they  may  be  given  to  the  profession  ? — It  is  under- 
stood that  Dr.  Warren  does  not  wish  to  be  considered  a  candidate  for  the 
presidency  of  the  State  Medical  Society  the  ensuing  year.  The  name  of 
a  candidate  as  his  successor  will  be  duly  announced. 


To  Correspondents. — The  following  papers  are  on  file  for  insertion:  Cases 
in  Pathological  Anatomy — Death  by  Lobelia — Singular  Case  of  Worms — Virtues 

of  the  Chimaphila  umbellata — with  others  before  noticed.  The  writer  of  a  letter 

signed  "  A  Friend,"  is  informed  that  his  request  will  be  complied  with  when  we 
are  informed  who  will  be  responsible  for  payment. 

Died — In  this  city,  William  Spooner,  M.D.  aged  76,  the  senior  member  of  the 
Boston  Medical  Association.  Will  some  gentleman,  familiar  with  Dr.  Spooner's 
professional  history,  have  the  goodness  to  furnish  a  biographical  sketch  of  his 
character  ? 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  19,  39.    Males.  20— Females,  19. 

Of  consumption,  10 — murdered,  1— teething,  ]— infantile,  2— childbed,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 
— affection  of  the  brain,  1 — old  age,  2 — lung  fever,  4 — asthma,  1 — intemperance,  3 — dropsy,  2 — can- 
ker, 1 — canker  of  the  bowels,  1 — measles,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — cancer  in  the  breast,  1 
— paralytic,  1 — burn,  1.    Stillborn,  2. 


SURGICAL  NOTICE.     TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

The  attention  of  the  Medical  Profession  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  appointed  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the 
various  instruments  now  before  the  public,  for  the  treatment  of  hernia  and  radical  cure  of  this  dis- 
ease, published  in  the  North  American  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  the  present  month  (Februa- 
ry), by  order  of  the  Society. 

Since  the  above  report,  important  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  different  instruments  as 
adapted  to  the  varieties  of  this  disease,  and  the  improvements  referred  to  by  the  Committee,  as  being 
under  consideration  at  the  time  of  the  report,  now  constitute  a  part  of  this  set  of  instruments. 

These  instruments  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  profession  only,  believing,  with  the  Commitee 
above  referred  to,  that  no  Truss  capable  of  producing  a  radical  cure  in  hernia,  can  be  used  except  by 
a  surgeon,  and  that  no  Truss  should  be  applied  except  by  those  versed  in  the  anatomy  of  hernia,  and 
principles  of  surgery. 

Surgeons  throughout  the  United  States,  are  invited  to  take  an  interest  in  the  use  of  these 
instruments. 

Any  information  in  relation  to  the  above  instruments  and  method  of  treating  this  disease,  will  be 
freely  given  to  the  profession. 
See  advertisement  in  the  preceding  number  (November)  of  the  North  American  Journal. 

Address  (free  of  expense), 
111  South  9th  St.  Philadelphia.  HEBER  CHASE. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public'lectures,  every  week  day. 


On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,    by  Dr.  Channino- 

On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  "  Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    -  -"  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        -      --      --      -  "Dr.  Lewis. 


The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


THB  BOSTON  MEDIOAL  AND  SURUICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  ovrry  Wednesday,  by  p. 
Cli  VPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street, to  win. mail  commniih  at  i<  ns  n  net 
be  addressed,  post-paid.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.  Itisalso  published  in  Monthlj  Paris,  on  the 
1st  of  every  in  (nth,  each  Parlcon  mining  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  eliKjsfd  in  a 
C)ver.— Price  $:J,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the 
year.— Every  seventh  copy ,gratis.—  Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  you  think  the  following  worthy  of  an  insertion  in  your  valuable 
medical  periodical,  it  is  at  your  service  and  disposal. 

CHIMAPHILA  UMBELLATA. 

It  is  presumed  that  this  is  a  vegetable  but  little  used  by  physicians,  or 
at  least  not  so  extensively  as  it  would  be  were  they  better  acquainted 
with  its  remedial  properties  as  a  domestic  medicinal  agent. 

Synon.  Chimaphila  umbellate,  Pursh  ;  Pyrolla  umbellate,  Lin. 
Popular  names  are  Bitter  Wintergreen,  Princes'  Pine,  Pipsisevva,  &c. 

B.  C.  "  Stem  semi-procumbent,  hard  and  woody,  upper  part  reddish, 
from  six  to  eight  inches  high  ;  leaves  generally  whorled-like,  and  two 
whorls  on  each  stem,  sometimes  alternate  and  irregularly  situated,  lance- 
olate, ovate,  deeply  dentate,  of  a  shining  green  color  ;  scape  corymbiform  ; 
calix  small,  five  parted,  persistent  :  flowers  greenish-white,  tinged  with 
red  ;  corolla  consisting  of  five  roundish  concave  and  spreading  petals  ; 
anthers  purple  ;  germ  globular  ;  stigma  thick  and  sessile  ;  stile  persistent  ; 
capsule  roundish,  five  angled,  containing  numerous  and  chaffy  seeds." 
Edwards  and  V. 

As  an  indigenous  remedy  it  has  long  been  in  popular  use  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  under  the  guidance  of  females,  and  to  a  certain  extent 
well  deserves  the  high  reputation  bestowed  upon  it  by  them.  Its  taste 
is  bitter,  combined  with  some  astringency  and  aroma,  and  an  analysis  by 
Dr.  Mitchel  afforded  tannin,  gum  and  resin. 

I  have  found  the  Chimaphila  to  be  an  article  of  great  value,  especially 
as  an  auxiliary  in  various  chronic  affections,  originating  from  and  depend- 
ent upon  debility  :  and  is  nearly  related  in  its  remedial  properties,  as 
well  as  its  botanical  affinity,  to  the  Arbutus  uva  ursi.  It  possesses  the 
properties  of  a  mild  tonic,  and,  in  addition,  is  diuretic,  diaphoretic  and 
slightly  deobstruent. 

As  a  tonic  I  have  found  it  particularly  useful  in  chronic  affections  of 
the  digestive  organs,  and  nearly  allied  to  the  preparations  of  iron,  more 
so  than  any  other  vegetable  with  which  I  am  acquainted  ;  as,  like  them, 
its  tonic  property  is  spent  primarily  upon  the  digestive  organs,  and  affects 
secondarily  the  circulatory  and  nervous  system.  It  is  likewise  a  good 
auxiliary  to  other  remedies  in  that  variety  of  paramenia  obstructionis 
dependent  upon  debility,  but  more  especially  where  it  is  connected  with 
a  deranged  state  of  the  hepatic  secretion,  and  which  involves  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent  the  digestive  apparatus.  I  have  used  it  in  two  cases  of 
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this  kind,  one  of  them  of  nearly  two  years  standing,  and  for  which  sev- 
eral eminent  physicians  had  prescribed  to  no  purpose;  and  1  think  I  can 
safely  say  I  should  not  have  been  successful  without  it. 

As  a  diuretic  it  is  of  considerable  value  as  a  palliative  in  calculous  af- 
fections— particularly  in  the  variety  arenosa  and  calculosa  of  fithia  rena- 
lis  ;  and  I  think  it  fully  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  other  indigenous 
vegetable  with  which  I  am  acquainted — indeed  fully  equal  to  the  Ar- 
butus uva  ursi. 

As  a  diaphoretic,  deobstruent,  diuretic  and  tonic,  considerable  benefit 
has  been  obtained  from  it  in  anasarca,  hydrothorax,  arthritis  rbeumatis- 
mus  and  phthisis  strumosa. 

The  form  in  which  I  have  used  it,  is  that  of  an  infusion,  as  the  fol- 
lowing : 

R.  The  whole  plant,  3vj.  Water,  Ibj.  Dose  from  f 3  j.  to  f3iij. 
once  in  3,  4,  or  6  hours,  according  to  circumstances. 

PUERPERAL  PERITONITIS. 

I  was  very  much  pleased  to  notice  in  your  paper  of  January  20,  some 
remarks  from  Dr.  Palmer  upon  puerperal  peritonitis  as  it  occurs  in  sub- 
jects "  entirely  unconnected  with  child-bearing."  It  has  been  my  lot  to 
have  "a  personal  encounter"  with  three  cases  of  it,  as  described  by 
Dr.  P.,  within  the  past  year.  The  first  occurred  in  a  young  Boy,*  aged 
eleven  years,  and  the  case  was  treated  with  external  irritants,  as  blisters, 
epispastics,  &c.  to  the  seat  of  the  affection,  anodyne  and  cathartic  injec- 
tions, deobstruents  and  mucilages,  and,  to  say  all  in  one  word,  a  vigorous 
course  of  medication  was  pursued  upon  the  above-mentioned  principles  ; 
but  notwithstanding,  the  case  terminated  fatally  in  about  sixty-three 
hours.  Leave  could  not  be  obtained  for  post-mortem  examination  ;  for 
could  this  have  been  done,  the  case  would  have  been  reported,  and  all 
the  details  fully  given.  The  second  case  occurred  in  a  young  female 
aged  nineteen  years,  and  which  wTas  treated  upon  the  same  principles  ; 
and  after  the  lapse  of  twenty-three  days,  she  became  convalescent.  The 
third  was  a  female,  aged  sixteen  years,  and  was  treated  in  the  same 
manner  ;  and  which  terminated  fatally  within  about  four  weeks  from  the 
attack.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  a  resort  to  venesection  was  not  deem- 
ed prudent  (as  the  pulse  was  extremely  frequent,  small,  wirey,  and  oc- 
casionally intermitting  with  great  muscular  debility — indeed  the  assuming 
an  erect  or  sitting  posture  in  bed  would  immediately  produce  faintness), 
except  in  the  last  case,  in  which  it  was  practised  but  once,  and  which 
was  the  first  thing  done,  and  this  with  marked  disadvantage  to  my  patient 
— so  much  so,  that  I  did  not  dare  to  repeat  it.  The  amount  of  blood 
taken  was  about  sixteen  ounces,  and  which  evidently  aggravated  every 
symptom  present. 

I  make  these  remarks  merely  because  it  is  stated  by  Dr.  P.  "  that  the 
lancet  should  be  fearlessly  employed  at  the  commencement."    I  am  satis- 

*  It  in  to  be  observed  that  although  the  term  "Puerperal"  is  attached  to  this  disease,  it  is 
not  wholly  confined  to  the  female  sex.  For  the  case  occurring  in  the  hoy  above-mentioned,  was  ush- 
ered in  with  the  same  symptoms,  precisely,  differing  in  no  respect,  only  iu  degree,  and  passing  more 
rapidly  to  a  fatal  termination. 
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Tied  that  had  this  been  practised  in  my  cases,  it  would  have  proved 
hazardous.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  here,  as  contradicting  Dr. 
p.__no,  not  at  all.  "  Circumstances  always  govern  cases."  His  cases 
might  have  occurred  under  different  circumstances  from  mine,  and  still 
have  been  the  same  disease — perhaps  the  diathesis  was  different.  If  he 
has  given  a  correct  description  of  his  cases,  they  must  have  corresponded 
with  mine,  or,  at  least,  sufficiently  so  to  pass  for  the  same  disease.  He 
is  probably  aware,  and  so  must  every  one  be,  that  one  disease  never 
occurs  alike  in  different  subjects.  Thomas  Glysson,  M.D. 

Newport,  Vt.  February  llth,  1836. 


DEATH    BY  LOBELIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  an  account  of  a  case  that  fell  under  my  notice 
a  short  time  since. 

On  Sunday  morning,  August  9th,  1835,  at  5  o'clock,  I  was  called  to 
see  Mr.  M.  who  was  said  to  be  laboring  under  cholera.  When  I  ar- 
rived, I  found  him  in  the  hands  of  a  Quack,  who  had  been  with  him 
some  time.  I  made  inquiries  what  had  been  done,  but  could  not  then 
learn.  I  examined  the  patient,  and  found  him  with  a  pulse  70,  small, 
tongue  slightly  furred,  thirst  urgent,  diarrhoea  severe  (stools  passing  in- 
«  voluntarily),  coldness  of  the  extremities,  with  spasm  of  the  inferior,  no 
vomiting,  no  spasms  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  no  delirium.  I  was 
requested  to  do  something  by  the  friends,  and  gave  him  a  grain  of  Mor- 
phine, with  one-eighth  of  the  Dichlorate  of  mercury,  and  in  thirty 
minutes  repeated  half  the  Morphine  ;  to  be  continued  at  regular  inter- 
vals, with  frictions  and  warmth  to  the  extremities.  Under  this  he  seemed 
to  improve  a  little  for  a  wdiile,  but  it  was  temporary,  as  he  soon  became 
worse.  A  neighboring  physician  was  called,  who  thought  with  me  that 
the  course  I  had  pursued  was  the  one  indicated.  We  therefore  continu- 
ed the  former  treatment,  viz.  Morphine  and  Mercury,  with  frictions,  &c. 
The  spasms  again  subsided,  and  the  patient  became  comatose,  in  which 
state  he  continued  until  about  7  o'clock,  P.  M.  when  death  closed  the 
scene,  eighteen  hours  from  the  attack. 

What  to  me  appeared  remarkable,  w7as  the  pulse,  which  continued  to 
range  from  seventy  to  one  hundred  and  ten,  until  a  short  time  before  his 
death,  and  the  want  of  action  of  the  stomach,  and  an  irritability  so  com- 
mon in  cases  of  diarrhoea.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  M.  I  have  learned 
that  he  was  taken  with  diarrhoea,  attended  with  no  vomiting,  and  that 
he  took  but  little  until  the  Quack  came  in,  who  gave  a  "  double  dose  " 
of  Capsicum  and  Lobelia,  which  caused  a  little  vomiting  once,  when 
immediately  the  spasms  and  coldness  of  the  extremities  became  severe, 
and  the  stools  involuntary,  which  was  the  cause  of  my  being  called. 

I  considered  the  case  at  first,  one  of  what  is  called  by  many  "  cholera 
morbus,"  little  thinking  that  he  had  taken  over  doses  of  Capsicum  and 
Lobelia.  My  opinion  now  is,  that  he  fell  a  victim  to  Lobelia,  as  well  as 
many  others  in  these  parts.    I  would,  however,  ask,  whether  Lobelia 
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could  produce  similar  symptoms,  and  thus  cause  death  ;  or  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  case  owing  to  the  anodyne  treatment,  as  is  asserted  by  some  ? 

Yours,  he.  J.  R.  Brown,  M.D. 

Oswego  Co.  N.  Y.  January  28,  1836. 


EFFECTS  OF  ANI HAL  MAGNETISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Perceiving  in  your  late  numbers  some  articles  on  Animal  Magne- 
tism, a  subject,  which,  notwithstanding  its  interest  and  importance  to  the 
medical  world,  is  for  the  first  time  seriously  agitated  in  this  community, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  few  remarks  upon  it,  the  result  of  my 
iriuiViuual  experience. 

I  do  not  expect  that  the  facts  I  relate  will  be  believed  by  all,  on  any 
authority  ;  but  it  is  fortunate  for  my  reputation  that  the  witnesses  of 
some  of  them  are  men  who  cannot  be  suspected  of  deceiving,  or  being 
deceived. 

It  is  about  two  years  since  I  thought  seriously  on  what  you  so  justly 
term  this  '*  unfathomable  science."  Indeed,  I  first  heard  anything  like 
a  correct  account  of  it,  while  attending  medical  lectures  at  Dartmouth 
College,  and  though  at  the  time  I  laughed  with  others  at  its  miraculous 
impossibilities,  I  could  not  escape  an  internal  conviction  that  I  possess- 
ed the  power  in  question  ;  yet  I  have  not,  until  quite  recently,  verified 
the  truth  of  this  conviction  by  actual  experiment. 

Some  of  my  first  attempts  were  upon  M.  Poyen  himself,  who  has  for 
many  years  suffered  from  disease  of  the  digestive  organs,  which  deprives 
him  of  the  power  of  operating.  I  have  never  failed  of  relieving  the 
pain  to  which  he  is  subject,  and  promoting  his  digestion  ;  inducing,  how- 
ever, nothing  approaching  nearer  to  a  magnetic  sleep  than  drowsiness 
and  yawning. 

My  next  subject  was  a  girl  in  perfect  health,  on  whom  I  operated  but 
once,  producing  a  slight  headache,  stupor,  coldness  of  the  extremities, 
small  pulse,  with  a  singularly  wild  expression  of  countenance,  which 
showed  itself  particularly  when  recovering  from  the  partial  insensibility 
into  which  I  had  thrown  her. 

My  first  experiment  in  this  city,  was  upon  a  young  man  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, who  was  sitting  in  my  office  one  evening,  when  the  subject 
of  magnetism  was  mentioned,  and  who  inquired  of  me  in  regard  to  it, 
as  he  was  entirely  ignorant  concerning  it.  I  asked  him  to  sit  quite  still, 
and  I  would  show  him.  He  did  so.  In  about  five  minutes  he  started  up 
and  exclaimed,  "  Stop  ! — what  are  you  doing  to  me?  I  shall  go  to  sleep. 
I  never  felt  so  strangely  in  my  life  !"  I  quieted  his  apprehensions  by 
telling  him  that  no  harm  should  result,  and  he  again  seated  himself.  In 
ten  minutes  more  he  was  in  a  sound  sleep.  At  this  juncture  M.  Poyen 
entered,  and  after  allowing  him  to  sleep  a  few  moments  1  awakened  him. 
He  described  his  sensations  as  the  most  singularly  agreeable  it  is  possi- 
ble to  conceive,  and  used  an  expression  common  with  magnetized  persons, 
that  "  he  felt  as  if  going  to  heaven."  During  the  operation  he  once 
complained  that  I  was  pricking  him  in  the  region  of  his  stomach  ;  I  but 


Effects  of  Animal  Magnetism. 


57 


pointed  my  fingers  towards  that  part  of  the  body,  which  he  could  not 
have  perceived,  as  his  eyes  were  closed.  During  his  sleep  he  was  de- 
prived of  speech  and  motion.  He  said  he  heard  M.  Poyen  enter,  and 
tried  to  speak  three  times,  but  was  unable  to  articulate  a  syllable. 

In  a  subsequent  operation  upon  the  same  patient,  he  conversed  readily 
with  me,  but  could  hear  no  other  person,  though  they  spoke  much 
louder. 

This  young  man  is  about  twenty,  spare  figure,  of  a  nervous  lymphatic 
temperament,  and  enjoys  good  health.  He  may  be  seen,  and  conversed 
with,  by  applying  at  my  office. 

I  will  trouble  you  with  but  one  other  case,  which  is  far  more  remarka- 
ble than  any  of  these,  and  the  success  of  which  gives  me  the  highest 
confidence  in  my  power  over  pain  and  disease.  The  operation  I  refer  to 
was  upon  a  young  woman  at  the  House  of  Industry,  South  Boston,  and 
was  witnessed  by  Dr.  Perry,  the  physician  of  that  establishment,  and 
eight  or  ten  of  his  students  ;  by  Mr.  Simonds,  the  overseer,  and  several 
other  individuals. 

I  found  the  patient  in  the  corner  of  a  room  in  the  female  ward, 
affected  with  an  acute  disease  of  the  heart,  accompanied  by  hysteria. 
Not  a  word  was  said  to  her,  in  regard  to  the  experiment  to  be  performed. 
She  was  seated  in  a  chair,  and  desired  to  be  quiet.  I  sat  down  before 
her,  and  in  eight  minutes  she  exhibited  symptoms  of  drowsiness,  and  ex- 
pressed the  strongest  dissatisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  going  to  sleep  in 
her  chair.  I  continued  the  action  a  few  minutes  longer,  when  her  eyes 
closed,  notwithstanding  her  evident  exertions  to  the  contrary,  and  her 
head  dropped  upon  her  shoulder.  Suddenly  she  started  with  an  expres- 
sion of  pain,  and  put  her  hand  to  her  side.  Hitherto  I  had  only  exerted 
myself  to  produce  an  effect  which  should  satisfy  the  spectators,  and  had 
not  acted  at  all  upon  the  seat  of  disease.  I  then  directed  my  action  to 
the  region  of  the  heart,  and  in  a  moment  the  pain  was  wholly  relieved 
and  she  was  in  a  quiet  slumber.  This  was  accompanied  by  a  state  re- 
sembling somnambulism,  in  which  she  answered  all  my  questions,  said 
she  was  free  from  pain,  and  that  she  had  not  slept  so  for  six  months.  I 
left  her  in  this  situation,  and  have  since  been  informed  tbats/ie  slept  for 
forty-eight  hours! 

It  was  agreed  upon  all  hands  that  the  experiment  was  a  perfectly  fair 
one,  and  that  not  one  of  those  extraordinary  phenomena  could  have  been 
produced  by  any  influence  on  the  imagination. 

I  cannot  describe  the  power  by  which  I  produced  such  effects.  No- 
thing is  applied  to  the  patients  internally  or  externally  ;  I  do  not  even  re- 
quire to  touch  them.  Animal  Magnetism  is  the  name  given  to  it,  which 
is  perhaps  as  good  as  any  other,  but  does  not  in  the  least  explain  it.  It 
is  very  like  magic,  but  it  is  a  kind  of  magic  of  which  I  sincerely  wish 
that  every  one  affected  with  pain  and  disease  may  reap  the  benefit. 

I  desire  nothing  more  strongly,  than  that  a  delegation  of  the  medical 
faculty  may  witness  the  singular  effects  of  this  extraordinary  power,  and 
that  arrangements  be  made  for  applying  it  extensively  to  the  advance- 
ment of  a  profession  in  which  I  feel  deeply  interested. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem,  yours,  he. 

Standard  Office,  Feb.  8,  1836.  Thos.  L.  Nichols. 
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A  SINGULAR  CASE  OF  WORMS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  details  of  a  case,  which  has  been  quite 
interesting  to  me,  for  publication  in  your  useful  Journal,  if  you  deem 
them  worthy  of  an  insertion. 

On  the  27th  ult.  I  was  called  to  prescribe  for  Oliver  Hale,  a  lad  about 
nine  years  old,  of  slender  form,  rather  emaciated  than  otherwise,  nervous 
temperament,  and  strumous  habit.  He  never  had  been  very  healthy, 
but  from  infancy  had  been  subject  to  frequent  paroxysms  of  asthma, 
which  would  recur  on  a  very  little  over  exertion  or  mental  excitement. 
He  had  vomited  the  night  and  forenoon,  previous  to  my  arrival,  several 
times,  and  when  I  arrived  he  complained  of  headache  and  nausea,  his 
pulse  was  small,  very  frequent  (160  in  a  minute)  and  wirey,  his  tongue 
covered  with  a  thin  whitish  fur,  and  his  breath  exhaled  an  intolerable 
fetor.  I  gave  him  some  ammoniated  paregoric,  which  immediately  re- 
lieved him  of  the  nausea  and  headache  ;  and  he  slept  most  of  the  after- 
noon and  evening,  but  on  going  to  bed  he  complained  of  a  slight 
headache. 

On  the  28th,  I  found  him  lying  upon  his  back,  unable  to  articulate,  to 
see,  or  to  hear  ;  his  limbs  were  continually  in  motion,  but  the  motions 
no  doubt  were  involuntary,  perfectly  resembling  those  of  chorea  sancti 
viti.  The  left  eye  was  wide  open,  and  wholly  insensible  to  the  light, 
and  incapable  of  motion,  though  there  was  a  continual  oscillation  of  the 
iris;  the  right  eye  was  spasmodically  closed.  His  mouth,  on  putting  a 
little  liquid  into  it  so  as  to  excite  the  organs  of  deglutition,  was  contorted 
to  the  right,  while  the  opposite  side  was  perfectly  motionless.  Indeed 
the  whole  nervous  system  appeared  to  have  sustained  a  lesion  which 
could  not  have  been  produced  by  any  slight  cause — the  whole  was  nearly 
paralyzed.  His  breathing  was  natural  ;  tongue  and  teeth  at  this  time 
were  covered  with  sordes  ;  skin  dry  and  cool  ;  secretion  of  urine  entirely 
suspended  ;  faeces  very  scanty,  and  discharged  involuntarily ;  testicles  re- 
tracted ;  pulse  very  frequent,  and  scarcely  perceptible.  He  was  evidently 
at  death's  door,  and  continued,  as  above  described,  until  the  evening  of 
the  31st,  when  he  expired. 

The  most  powerful  cathartics  and  anthelmintics  were  administered,  but 
no  evacuation  was  procured  ;  calomel,  the  oil  of  pine,  and  the  oil  of 
tiglium,  were  alike  ineffectual.  One  or  two  scanty  stools  were  procured 
by  enemata  ;  and  two  lumbrici  were  discharged  per  anum,  and  one  was 
ejected  by  vomiting.  He  was  seen  by  two  other  physicians,  but  it  was 
difficult  to  determine  whether  the  idiopathic  affection  was  in  the  brain, 
or  in  the  intestines,  or  neither. 

Autopsy. — Leave  was  obtained  to  examine  the  body,  and  the  follow- 
ing was  the  appearance  of  the  abdominal  and  thoracic  viscera.  The 
heart  and  lungs  were  perfectly  healthy.  The  liver  was  rather  larger 
than  usual  at  that  age  ;  the  gallbladder  was  distended  with  gall ;  the  sto- 
mach was  filled  with  a  slimy  porraceous-looking  fluid,  which  was  highly 
charged  with  that  peculiar  fetor  which  had  been  observed  from  the  first, 
and  which  was  undoubtedly  the  same  fluid  as  that  which  he  had  vomited 
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at  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  The  spleen  was  twice  as  large  as 
the  natural  size,  and  of  a  grey  or  ash  color ;  the  kidneys  of  a  very  light 
color  externally,  and  grumous  internally  ;  the  bladder  was  contracted  to 
as  small  a  compass  as  possible,  and  entirely  empty,  the  parietes  of  it 
being  nearly  or  quite  half  an  inch  in  thickness — in  fact,  its  cavity  was 
quite  obliterated.  The  alimentary  canal  was  nearly  empty  of  faecal  mat- 
ter. Large  knots  of  worms  (lumbrici)  were  found  in  the  rectum,  sig- 
moid flexure,  coecum,  and  in  the  ascending  portion  of  the  colon.  From 
the  sigmoid  flexure  there  was  a  stricture  of  the  colon,  six  or  eight  inches 
in  length,  occupying  the  whole  of  the  arch,  where  the  size  of  the  gut 
was  not  much  larger  than  a  good-sized  goose  quill.  A  little  further  on 
towards  the  ccecum  was  an  intus-susception  of  about  four  inches,  which 
would  probably  have  extended  farther,  had  not  the  stricture  prevented 
the  descent  of  the  gut.  The  intestines  exhibited  very  prominent  marks 
of  inflammation  and  gangrene,  and  more  perfectly  where  the  knots  or 
bunches  of  worms  were  found  ;  there  were  six  of  these  large  knots  or 
bunches,  containing  from  fifteen  to  twenty  worms  each,  and  some  uncom- 
monly large ;  and  they  were  scattered  singly  through  the  whole  course 
of  the  alimentary  canal.  There  were  probably  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  worms. 

Want  of  time  prevented  an  examination  of  the  brain.  What  the  ap- 
pearance of  it  would  have  been,  I  cannot  say ;  but  I  found  enough  in  the 
abdomen  to  convince  me  that  nothing  but  a  miracle  could  have  saved 
the  patient.  C.  Spencer,  M.D. 

Clarendon,  Vt.  Feb.  1st,  1836. 


W*.   W*.  AND   MR.  GRAHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — The  wise  man  says — "  Answer  not  a  fool  according  to  his  folly, 
lest  thou  also  be  like  unto  him  "  ;  and  then  he  immediately  adds — "An- 
swer a  fool  according  to  his  folly,  lest  he  be  wise  in  his  own  conceit." 
At  first  view,  there  appears  to  be  a  flat  contradiction  in  these  two  propo- 
sitions ;  but  more  careful  attention  to  their  import  shows  them  to  be 
strictly  consistent  with  each  other,  and  with  what  is  right  and  proper  in 
the  nature  of  things  :  and  I  suppose  a  good  illustration  of  the  practical 
bearing  of  the  two  precepts  would  be  this — Answer  not  W*.  W*.  in  his 
own  low,  scurrillous  and  dishonest  manner,  of  personal  abuse  and  slander 
and  falsehood,  for  by  so  doing  you  would  make  yourself  a  fool  like  him  ; 
but  sternly  expose  his  ignorance  and  impertinent  conceit,  lest  he  be  wise 
in  his  own  opinion. 

But,  Mr.  Editor,  there  is  the  strongest  internal  evidence,  in  the  com- 
munication of  your  correspondent  W*.  W*.  that  on  the  subject  which  he 
officiously  meddles  with,  he  is  both  too  ignorant  and  too  dishonest  to  be 
easily  convinced  of  his  folly.  What  ought  to  bethought  of  an  individual 
who,  without  ever  having  seen  Mr.  Graham — without  ever  having  heard 
him  lecture — has  the  cowardly  impudence,  in  an  anonymous  manner,  to 
parade  his  opinions  concerning  the  lecturer  and  his  lectures  and  hearers, 
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before  the  public,  as  if  he  was  familiarly  acquainted  with  all,  and  com- 
petent to  judge  of  their  merits.  Mr.  Graham  has  had  for  his  hearers 
many  of  the  most  intelligent  and  scientific  people  in  New  England,  and 
yet  this  impudent  fellow  talks  of  their  ignorance  with  the  flippancy  of  a 
fool.  The  prevailing  and  almost  the  only  complaint  against  Mr.  Gra- 
ham's lectures  in  Boston,  has  been  that  they  are  too  severely  scientific 
and  abstruse.  You,  Mr.  Editor,  know  that  no  less  eminent  an  individual 
than  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  has  declared  j  Mr.  G.'s  lectures  too  scientific 
for  a  popular  audience,  and  yet  your  impudent  correspondent,  in  utter 
ignorance,  but  with  a  pretension  to  knowledge  (which  in  a  moral  point 
of  view  amounts  to  downright  and  wilful  falsehood),  asserts  that  Mr.  G. 
produces  his  effect  on  his  ignorant  audience  by  mere  declamation  and 
assurance  :  and  with  the  most  unbounded  effrontery  pronounces  Mr.  G. 
an  ignorant  and  rank  empiric,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  testimony  of 
all  intelligent  people  who  have  in  any  place  attended  his  lectures.  I 
say,  therefore,  that  any  creature  who  is  so  deeply  dishonest  and  depraved 
as  to  be  guilty  of  such  conduct,  is  not  easily  to  be  convinced  of  his  folly. 
Look  at  his  contemptible  misrepresentations  of  Mr.  G.'s  reasonings  con- 
cerning tea.  Everybody  that  ever  heard  Mr.  Graham  lecture  knows 
this  stuff  to  be  a  tissue  of  falsehood.  Not  an  argument  which  he  has  put 
into  Mr.  G.'s  mouth  was  ever  used  by  him.  He  never  reasons  from  his 
own  personal  experience,  nor  from  the  personal  experience  of  any  indi- 
vidual, to  show  that  tea  is  a  poison,  nor  that  anything  else  is  pernicious; 
but  his  reasonings  are  all  founded  on  the  general,  and  fully  ascertained 
and  admitted  principles  of  science.  He  has  no  Procrustean  bed,  and 
none  but  an  ignorant  or  a  base  creature  would  accuse  him  of  it. 

But  the  whole  article  of  your  correspondent  is  too  much  the  raving  of 
a  presumptuous  fool  to  deserve  particular  notice.  What  can  be  hoped 
of  one  who  is  so  ignorant  as  to  make  the  statements  that  he  does  con- 
cerning tea  and  coffee,  in  the  very  face  of  the  most  complete  scientific 
demonstrations  made  by  a  number  of  distinguished  professional  gentlemen 
of  Europe?  "  To  the  mass  of  mankind,"  says  he,  "  they  are  a  most 
agreeable  and  salutary  stimulus."  Unpardonable  ignorance  for  one  who 
pretends  to  belong  to  the  medical  profession  !  A  painful  evidence  this, 
of  the  truth  of  a  declaration  made  a  few  days  since  by  an  eminent  physi- 
cian in  advanced  life.  "  There  is  as  much  quackery  in  the  profession," 
said  he,  sternly,  "  as  there  is  out  of  it !  "  I  hope  he  was  mistaken,  but 
his  learning,  his  age,  and  his  experience,  greatly  qualified  him  to  judge 
rightly. 

Let  those  flippant  idlers  who  swarm  the  medical  profession  merely  for 
the  sake  of  getting  a  living  without  labor,  apply  what  talents  they  pos- 
sess to  the  acquisition  of  scientific  knowledge,  with  becoming  diligence 
and  perseverance,  and  they  will  soon  learn  enough  of  their  own  ignorance, 
at  least,  to  know  when  it  is  better  for  them  to  be  silent  than  to  speak. 
They  see  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  members  of  their  profession — 
men  distinguished  for  their  learning  and  experience  and  skill — calmly 
and  decidedly  supporting  the  principles  advocated  by  Mr.  Graham  ;  and 
yet  with  all  the  assurance  and  self-conceit  of  green  Sophomores  they 
"  blurt  "  out  their  denunciations  against  him,  even  when  they  know  no- 
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thing  of  him.  But  while  they  are  ignorant  they  will  rave,  and  especially 
at  everything  which  has  a  tendency  to  disturb  their  indolent  security,  and 
make  it  necessary  for  them  to  become  better  informed  in  order  to  main- 
tain any  professional  standing  in  society. 

If  your  correspondent  W*.  W*  has  any  moral  sensibility  about  him, 
let  him  blush  at  his  Own  dishonesty  and  hardened  effrontery  in  attacking 
in  such  a  cowardly  manner  one  whose  character  and  performances  he 
knows  nothing  of, — and  by  so  doing  making  himself  virtually  guilty  be- 
fore the  public,  of  shameless  calumny  and  barefaced  falsehood.  Serious- 
ly, Mr.  Editor,  what  ought  the  community — with  whom  sacredness  of 
personal  character  is  the  very  palladium  of  social  peace  and  prosperity — 
to  think  of  that  individual  who  thus  presumes  to  assassinate,  in  public,  the 
character  of  one  of  whom  he  is  entirely  ignorant,  and  who  either  knows 
himself  to  be  utterly  ignorant  of  what  Mr.  G.  really  does  teach,  or  wil- 
fully and  basely  asserts  that  which  he  knows  to  be  false  !  R. 

February  18,  1836. 


CASES   IN   PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY. 

BY  LUTHER  V.   BELL,  M.D. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — Continued  from  p.  <08.J 

VII. — Albinoid  children. — Whilst  employed  in  an  epidemic  smallpox 
at  Candia,  N.  H.  last  March,  T  was  called  to  examine  a  supposed  case  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  John  Roberts.  When  there,  my  attention  was  attracted 
to  several  of  his  children  by  the  peculiar  milk-whiteness  of  their  hair. 
On  further  examination,  the  eyes  of  three  were  found  of  that  peculiar 
character,  described  in  the  works  on  physiology  as  appertaining  to  the 
albino.  The  iris  was  of  a  pale,  bluish  tint,  very  slightly  colored  ;  the 
opening  in  it,  or  pupil,  in  one  presented  an  intense,  beautiful  and  spark- 
ling ruby-red  color ;  in  a  second  a  rose  tinge,  and  in  the  third  an  inter- 
mediate shade,  no  less  marked  and  beautiful  ;  and  in  all  the  eyes  were 
also  in  a  continual  vibratory  or  oscillatory  motion.  The  whole  three 
were  more  or  less  myopic,  and  were  afflicted  with  that  peculiar  sensitive- 
ness to  light,  said  to  pertain  to  the  albino,  as  I  noticed  that  when  they 
turned  their  vision  towards  the  window,  the  organs  were  guarded  in- 
stinctively by  the  application  of  the  hand.  Those  who  lived  in  the 
vicinity  and  were  acquainted  with  their  habits,  united  in  saying  that  they 
had  a  wonderful  power  of  seeing  in  a  great  degree  of  darkness.  The 
hair  of  the  eye-brows  and  eye-lashes  was  of  the  same  dead,  snow-white 
color  as  that  of  the  head  ;  their  complexions  were  not  manifestly  different 
from  that  of  other  children  well  browned  in  the  sun.  Their  intellectual 
faculties  were  about  upon  an  average  of  development,  rather  below  than 
above  mediocrity,  I  should  think  from  report.  Their  ages  were  about  eight, 
five  and  two  respectively,  other  children  having  been  born  of  the  same 
parents  before,  intermediate,  and  one  after  these  three,  which  had  none 
of  these  peculiarities.  These  parents  were  healthy  people,  natives  of 
the  vicinity,  nor  had  any  of  their  ancestors  been  thus  distinguished.  The 
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children  were  also  healthy  and  sprightly  ;  their  appearance  and  expres- 
sion was  peculiarly  striking  and  unnatural,  beyond  what  would  have  been 
anticipated  from  such  a  deviation  from  natural  structure. 

For  the  benefit  of  any  of  the  readers  of  this  Journal,  who  may  be 
passing  near  the  vicinity,  I  would  remark  that  they  yet  reside  about  two 
miles  south-east  from  Candia  corner. 

On  turning  to  the  books  of  physiology  for  an  elucidation  of  these  lusus 
naturae  it  will  be  seen  that  according  to  their  definitions  these  cases  are 
not  properly  albinos,  but  certainly  approximate  closely  enough  to  deserve 
the  appellation  of  albinoid.  "  On  donne  ce  nom  "  [albino],  remarks  Re- 
nauldin,*  "  aux  homines  de  certains  climats  chauds,  dont  la  peau,  au 
lieu  d'etre  fortement  coloree,  ne  presente  sur  toute  la  surface  du  corps 
qu'une  teinte  pale,  d'un  blanc  mat  assez  desagreable  a  la  vue.  La  sin- 
gularity de  ce  phenomene  consiste  en  ce  que  ces  individus  sont  nes  des 
parens  du  couleur  cuivree  ou  noire."  As  the  climate,  the  skin  and  the 
color  of  the  parents  do  not  correspond  to  this  definition,  these  cases 
evidently  no  not  fall  under  the  negres  blancs  or  blafards  of  the  French. 

Renauldin  further  observes  that  naturalists  are  divided  in  opinion 
whether  the  albinos  form  a  variety  of  the  human  species  entirely  acci- 
dental, or  whether  their  peculiarities  are  the  results  of  a  morbid  state  of 
the  system.  M.  Halle  thinks  that  the  change  is  referable  to  the  coloring 
matter  of  the  skin  of  the  negro,  but  that  it  does  not  constitute  actual  dis- 
ease. Blumenbach  regards  it  as  a  true  cachexy.  Sprengel  embraces 
this  view,  but  considers  that  the  cases  observed  in  certain  northern  lati- 
tudes, differ  from  those  of  the  warm  climates,  adding,  that  in  the  former 
this  cachexy  has  a  great  analogy  to  the  white  leprosy,  described  or  spo- 
ken of  by  Moses,  which  is  becoming  every  day  more  rare. 

In  the  instances  I  have  described,  I  apprehend  that  no  suspicion  of 
any  existing  morbid  action  or  "  degenerescence  "  will  be  entertained  by 
any  one,  as  the  affection  or  peculiarity  was  congenital.  It  would  seem 
to  be  only  an  original  deficiency  of  that  secretory  organization  of  the 
villous  coat  of  the  choroid  membrane  of  the  eye,  which  produces  the 
pigmentum  nigrum,  and  also  that  apparatus,  ever  connected  with  this, 
which  forms  the  coloring  matter  of  the  hair.  The  lurid  redness  of  the 
pupil  doubtless  is  occasioned  by  the  blood  circulating  in  the  vessels  of 
the  choroides,  reflected  from  the  bottom  of  the  eye. 

VIII. — Scirrhous  stomach. — I  was  invited  to  assist  in  the  post-mortem 
examination  of  Mr.  Jona.  Dearborn,  of  Chester,  N.  H.  He  had  been 
suffering  several  months  under  some  complaints  supposed  to  be  of  the 
stomach,  although  the  conjectures  of  the  physicians  who  saw  him  were 
somewhat  discordant  and  indefinite.  He  suffered  much  pain,  greatly 
aggravated  by  pressure  in  the  epigastric  region,  was  unable  to  retain  any- 
thing on  his  stomach  without  vomiting,  and  was,  I  believe  (for  I  did  not 
see  him  during  life),  finally  worn  out  by  the  irritation. 

Autopsy. — Body  excessively  emaciated  ;  skin  of  that  sallow,  waxy 
hue  indicative  of  cancerous  affection.-  On  opening  the  abdominal  parie- 
tes  the  stomach  and  adjacent  parts  presented  one  general,  confused,  and 
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horrible  mass  of  disease.  On  dissecting  out  this  organ  from  its  adhesions 
on  every  side,  it  was  found  to  be  throughout  affected  with  scirrhus,  partly 
in  a  state  of  cartilaginous  hardening,  and  partly  tattered  by  ulceration. 
The  cavity  of  the  viscus  was  so  contracted  by  disease  that  an  ordinary 
sized  quill  could  not  be  passed  through  it,  at  its  narrowest  point.  The 
left  lobe  of  the  liver  where  it  was  in  contact  with  the  stomach  was  in  a 
state  of  unhealthy  hardening,  and  contained  also  a  large  abscess  filled 
with  pus.  The  omentum,  peritoneum,  mesentery,  &c.  were  studded 
over  by  hundreds  of  tubercles  of  cartilaginous  consistence  and  size,  vary- 
ing from  that  of  a  pea  to  nearly  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  lungs  were 
found  without  a  single  tubercle  or  vestige  of  disease. 

The  pathological  consideration  which  prominently  presented  itself  to 
my  mind  in  reflecting  on  this  case,  was  the  fact  that  vomiting  should 
have  existed  when  the  entire  parietes  of  the  stomach  were  degenerated 
into  a  scirrhous  mass,  presenting  no  resemblance  to  their  ordinary  coats* 
If  their  function  was  thus  destroyed,  we  can  explain  the  act  of  vomiting 
only  by  the  action  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  exclusively,  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  was  produced  by  Magendie  in  his  well  known  experiment 
of  removing  the  stomach  of  an  animal,  and  replacing  it  with  a  bladder 
tied  to  the  oesophagus.  An  emetic  substance  injected  into  the  veins 
produced  the  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  bladder,  of  course  solely 
through  the  efforts  of  the  abdominal  muscles. 

IX. — Death  from  umbilical  hemorrhage. — A  child  of  Mr.  B.  K.,  of 
this  place,  about  forty-eight  hours  after  birth,  was  noticed  to  assume  a 
golden  yellow  tinge  over  the  surface  of  the  entire  skin.  This  yielded 
after  a  few  days,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  employment  of  mercurials. 
When  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  days  old,  a  bleeding  commenced  from 
the  umbilicus  ;  from  which  the  remains  of  the  funis  had  separated  in  the 
usual  manner  a  week  or  more  previous.  Dr.  Farrar,  of  this  town,  in 
whose  practice  the  case  occurred,  attempted  to  check  the  haemorrhage 
by  the  application  of  various  astringents,  styptics  and  pressure,  but  with- 
out success.  On  being  called,  after  the  child  was  much  exhausted,  I 
tried  to  accomplish  the  end  by  escharotics,  and  finally  by  the  application 
of  the  actual  cautery.  These  measures  were  alike  successful  for  a  short 
period,  but  the  action  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  soon  as  the  child 
began  to  cry,  tore  apart  the  eschar  and  the  haemorrhage  re-commenced. 
As  a  last  resort  I  covered  the  part  with  a  circular  plaister  of  the  most 
adhesive  kind,  perfectly  applied  and  extending  an  inch  or  two  on  each 
side  ; — the  current  of  blood  acting  doubtless  on  the  hydrostatic  principle 
that  the  pressure  of  a  column  of  fluid  is  in  proportion  to  its  base  and 
height,  soon  burst  through  the  adhesion.  Making  another  attempt  at 
controlling  the  effusion  by  a  hard,  round  compress  bound  around  the 
body,  it  seemed  to  succeed  ;  but  on  looking  at  the  infant,  it  had  ceased 
to  breathe. 

I  examined  the  case  the  next  morning  ;  for  this  haemorrhage  had  oc- 
curred in  the  night,  rendering  any  attempt  to  take  up  the  artery  impos- 
sible. The  umbilical  arteries  were  both  found  pervious  throughout,  as 
was  also  the  vein.  No  morbid  peculiarities  of  structure  were  found  to 
account  for  the  jaundiced  aspect,  the  excretory  ducts  being  unobstructed. 
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In  the  XI.  Vol.  of  this  Journal,  p.  179,  a  case  of  this  kind  is  detailed 
from  the  practice  of  Sir  A.  Cooper ;  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  arteries 
were  "  so  much  retracted  within  the  integuments,  that  it  must  have  been 
impossible  to  have  stopped  the  haemorrhage  by  pressure."  In  the  case 
of  Dr.  F.'s  the  arteries  seemed,  as  far  as  could  be  judged  from  appear- 
ances, before  the  parts  were  disorganized  by  the  cauterization,  to  termi- 
nate in  a  spongy  surface,  from  which  the  blood  exuded  generally. 

X. — Peculiar  omental  adhesion. — Mr.  J.  J.,  a  respectable  citizen,  had 
suffered  under  an  omental  femoral  hernia  for  fourteen  years.  It  was 
protruded  about  the  size  of  an  egg,  and  irreducible.  In  Oct.  last,  on  lift- 
ing a  heavy  weight,  an  additional  portion  (which  proved  to  be  intestine), 
descended  ;  this  could  not  be  returned,  and  I  performed  the  operation 
for  relieving  the  stricture.  Gangrene  had  occurred,  and  he  succumbed 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  On  examination,  after  death,  the  omentum 
was  found  firmly  adherent  to  the  hernial  sac,  and  drawn  so  tight  that 
considerable  tension  must  always  have  been  made  upon  the  stomach, 
especially  when  that  organ  was  distended.  I  could  not,  however,  learn 
that  any  symptoms  indicative  of  irritation  from  this  cause  had  been  no- 
ticed during  the  number  of  years  this  unnatural  state  must  have  existed, 
as  was  evident  from  the  fully  organized  fibres  forming  the  union  of  the 
parts. 

February  19,  1836. 


PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS  CURED  BY  SUPERVENING  MANIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — A  case  of  the  above  kind  fell  under  my  care  a  few  years  since,  so 
marked  in  its  diagnosis,  that  a  brief  description  of  it,  I  have  thought,  might 
not  be  unworthy  a  place  in  your  valuable  Journal. 

Miss  L.  M.,  aged  about  26,  was  attacked  with  influenza  in  1827, 
which  prevailed  extensively  where  she  then  resided  (in  the  western  part 
of  the  State  of  New  York).  When  she  came  to  this  town  (to  reside 
with  a  friend),  where  I  first  saw  her,  she  had  a  severe  cough,  purulent 
expectorations,  quick  pulse,  periodical  chills,  night  sweats,  great  emacia- 
tion, &lc.  &c.  In  short,  1  have  rarely  if  ever  met  with  a  case,  in  the  course 
of  more  than  20  years  practice,  which  exhibited  the  usual  diagnostic  symp- 
toms of  confirmed  phthisis  more  clearly  than  this.  She  was  subject  to 
severe  attacks  of  dyspnoea,  several  of  which  it  was  supposed  she  could 
not  survive,  and  while  friends  and  neighbors  were  expecting  that  "  every 
day  would  be  her  last,"  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  raving  mania,  re- 
quiring constant  watching  to  prevent  her  destroying  herself  by  violence. 
Reduced  to  a  mere  skeleton,  and  in  a  state  of  almost  helpless  exhaustion 
as  she  was,  it  was  astonishing  to  witness  the  sudden  transition  to  such  a 
degree  of  muscular  vigor  as  to  require  the  strength  of  men  to  keep  her 
from  dashing  through  her  chamber  windows,  and  other  attempts  at  self- 
destruction.  Immediately  upon  this  attack,  her  cough  and  expectoration 
began  to  abate,  and  in  a  few  weeks  had  entirely  subsided,  and  has  never 
returned,  although  about  eight  years  have  now  elapsed  since  she  was 
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considered  to  be  in  the  last  stages  of  consumption,  which  had  then  been 
of  about  a  year's  standing. 

Soon  after  this  change,  she  went  to  other  friends  in  a  remote  part  of 
the  country,  and  I  have  not  since  seen  her,  but  frequently  hear  through 
her  relations  that  her  health  remains  tolerably  good,  with  the  exception 
that  her  mental  faculties  have  never  been  fully  restored. 

The  only  remark  that  T  will  add,  is,  that  this  case  seems  clearly  to 
come  within  the  well-known  pathological  law  in  relation  to  the  diversion 
or  transition  of  morbid  affection,  or  functional  deiangement  ;  and  if  this 
secondary  attack  had  been  much  less  violent,  or  of  short  duration,  it 
would  have  merely  mitigated,  or  suspended  the  former  symptoms,  as 
pregnancy  often  does  :  and  on  subsiding,  the  original  disease  would  have 
returned  with  increased  severity  and  quickly  terminated  the  patient's  life, 
an  event  which  I  did  for  a  long  time  anticipate,  that  is,  the  recovery  of 
her  reason  and  the  return  of  her  former  complaint, — but  she  has  remain- 
ed many  years,  as  I  before  observed,  entirely  free  from  pulmonic 
affections.  A.  G.  Dana. 

Piltsford,  Vt.  February,  1836. 
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MEDICAL    COLLEGE    OF  OHIO. 

Having  received  a  report  of  the  trustees  of  this  institution  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State,  we  have  given  it  an  examination,  and  feel  satisfied 
that  the  present  course  of  instruction  is  of  an  elevated  character.  Very 
few  of  the  old  schools  manifest  such  decided  energy  as  now  characterizes 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  in  its  regenerated  form.  There  are  six 
professors.  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  students  were  matriculated 
at  the  commencement  of  the  lecture-term — a  larger  number  than  has 
been  brought  together  in  Cincinnati  for  a  considerable  time,  and  only 
four  less  than  the  largest  class  ever  known  in  that  city.  The  anatomical 
cabinet  is  valued  at  3000  dollars,  which  cannot,  therefore,  be  considered 
inferior.  Anatomical  demonstrations  are  given  daily,  and  the  dissecting 
rooms  are  represented  to  be  furnished  with  all  the  necessary  conveniences. 
Nothing  is  more  essential  to  the  permanent  usefulness  of  a  school  of 
medicine,  than  a  thorough  devotion,  on  the  part  of  managers,  to  furnish- 
ing the  means  of  learning  anatomy.  Whenever  that  department  is  neg- 
lected, the  entire  establishment  invariably  begins  to  wane,  however  ener- 
getically may  have  been  displayed  the  talents  and  conservatory  exertions 
of  an  otherwise  industrious  faculty.  From  a  schedule  of  the  apparatus 
belonging  to  another  chair,  we  are  impressed  with  a  belief  that  a  valuable 
course  of  instruction  is  given  in  chemistry.  It  is  stated  that  the  experi- 
ments have  averaged  twelve,  at  each  lecture,  which  evidently  shows  that 
a  more  brilliant  system  is  taught  than  is  always  exhibited  in  New  Eng- 
land. A  neglect  is  apparent,  of  late,  in  some  of  the  sea-board  colleges, 
in  regard  to  chemical  philosophy.    It  is  so  much  easier  to  read,  from  day 
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to  day,  the  ten  thousand  times  repeated  views  of  Sir  Humphrey  Davv^ 
on  this  thing  and  that,  which  instead  of  exciting* the  hearer  to  investigate 
the  laws  of  nature  for  himself,  only  act  like  a  dose  of  opium,  in  lulling 
him  into  a  sweet  repose,  that  we  fear  this  mode  is  sometimes  adopted.  If 
there  can  be  nothing  decidedly  new  presented,  there  should  be  such 
striking  illustrations  of  known  facts,  that  the  science  may  not  eventually 
fall  into  utter  disrepute. 

Beside  various  other  topies  adverted  to  in  the  report,  of  consequence 
only  to  the  legislature,  to  show  the  good  condition  of  the  property,  its 
Value,  and  the  future  prospects  of  the  college,  there  are  details  of  another 
kind,  which  medical  men  will  read  with  satisfaction.  The  library,  though 
not  large,  is  choice,  and  seems  to  have  been  selected  with  a  degree  of 
judgment  that  reflects  honor  upon  those  who  controlled  the  purchases. 
Lastly,  having  already  said  more  than  was  intended  when  the  pamphlet 
came  to  hand,  we  cannot  finish  these  hasty  observations  without  remark- 
ing, that,  from  all  appearances,  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  is  destined 
to  become  a  great  central  school  of  the  West.  Its  financial  concerns  are 
embodied  in  the  following  paragraph,  from  the  treasurer's  report,  made 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  October. 

"  The  amount  paid  into  the  treasury,  since  the  organization  of  the  pre- 
sent board,  is  $1000  63-100,  and  has  been  disbursed  in  payment  of  ac- 
counts against  the  College,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  treasurer's 
account.  The  claims  against  the  College  at  this  time,  amount  to  $1800; 
and  as  it  is  probable  some  have  not  yet  been  presented,  the  debt  of  the 
College  may  be  estimated  at  $1850  or  $1900.  No  probable  estimate 
can  be  made  as  to  the  amount  that  will  be  received  from  auction  sales,  up 
to  the  first  of  June  next  (at  which  time,  the  College  ceases  to  receive 
that  fund),  as  the  amount  for  the  quarter  ending  in  January  last,  was  $448 ; 
while  that  ending  in  October  last,  was  only  $104 — and  it  may  fall  still 
lower." 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

If  correspondents  would  recollect  to  prefix  a  title  to  their  communications, 
however  trifling  or  unimportant  it  may  really  appear  to  them,  they  would 
be  doing  us  a  peculiar  favor.  No  doubt  we  have  occasionally  sadly  dis- 
appointed the  expectations  of  writers  of  well  drawn  up  medical  reports, 
by  giving  a  caption  quite  at  variance  with  the  intention  of  the  author. 
To  misapprehension  of  the  text,  however,  in  all  such  cases,  is  to  be  im- 
puted the  cause  of  these  offences.  In  constructing  an  index  at  the  close 
of  a  volume,  a  name  or  term,  expressive  of  the  character  of  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  is  essential  ;  indeed,  without  such  distinctive  indications,  a  work 
intended  for  precedents  and  authority,  as  the  recorded  experience  of  our 
predecessors  or  cotemporaries,  would  present  a  perfectly  chaotic  mass  of 
knowledge,  from  which  no  benefit  could  be  derived,  simply  because  the 
thing  wanted  could  never  be  found  without  a  tedious  waste  of  time. 
These  remarks  have  been  elicited  in  consequence  of  having,  in  several 
instances,  all  our  ingenuity  called  into  requisition,  to  discover  appropriate 
titles  to  valuable  manuscripts,  whose  insertion  could  not  well  be  dispensed 
with,  even  should  they  appear  without  cognomical  distinctions. 


Gonorrhoea  in  the  Female. — Creosote  has  been  administered  by  Dr. 
Elliotson,  of  London,  in  a  great  variety  of  diseases.    He  has  lately  given 
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it  a  trial  in  a  case  of  gonorrhoBa  in  a  female,  of  many  months  dura- 
tion. The  dose  was  gradually  increased  to  eight  minims  every  four  hours, 
accompanied  with  a  warm  hath  every  day,  but  without  any  apparent  be- 
nefit. Turpentines  have  had  considerable  reputation  in  this  disease  after 
the  inflammatory  state  is  over,  and  it  was  thought  that  creosote,  being 
analogous  in  many  of  its  properties,  might  also  be  serviceable.  Dr.  JE. 
says  he  is  not  satisfied  that  internal  remedies  are  of  the  least  use  eithef 
in  leucorrhcea  or  gonorrhoea,  excepting  to  overcome  an  inflammatory 
state  or  to  strengthen  the  body.  He  has  not  seen  gonorrhoea  itself  con- 
trolled by  any  tonics,  astringents,  or  specifics,  given  internally.  He  has, 
however,  used  the  nitrate  of  silver,  locally,  where  there  is  no  inflamma- 
tion. He  has  generally  begun  its  administration  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
to  an  ounce  of  water.  Another  London  physician,  Dr.  Jewell,  considers 
this  solution  too  weak.  He  begins  with  three  or  four  grains  to  the  ounce, 
and  has  in  one  case  increased  it  to  seventeen  grains.  In  the  inflamma- 
tory stage  of  gonorrhoea,  very  low  diet  and  rest  are  necessary,  with  such 
antiphlogistic  measures  as  the  symptoms  require.  Walking  about,  and 
especially  up  and  down  stairs,  Dr.  E.  considers  most  injurious.  Cubebs 
will  often  arrest  the  disease  at  once,  if  given  within  the  first  forty-eight 
hours,  but  after  that  time  it  has  comparatively  little  power.  After  the 
inflammatory  symptoms  have  subsided,  copaiba  has  very  great  power  over 
the  disease  ;  but  neither  this,  nor  turpentine  and  creosote,  should  be  given 
till  after  the  inflammatory  symptoms. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Several  new  medical  publications  are  in  progress 
at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston — chiefly  compilations. — Quack- 
ery is  exceedingly  rife  in  this  section  of  the  country  just  at  this  time.  A 
stranger  would  suppose,  by  reading  the  advertising  columns  of  some  of  the 
papers,  that  New  England  was  exclusively  peopled  by  the  lame,  the  halt, 
and  the  blind. — A  man  in  Chesterfield,  Ms.  a  short  time  since,  it  is  said, 
retired  to  bed  with  a  thick  head  of  hair,  which  fell  off  so  completely  in 
the  course  of  the  night,  that  he  was  perfectly  bald  the  next  morning. — 
There  has  been  an  unusual  degree  of  suffering  the  present  winter,  in  con- 
sequence of  frost-bitten  limbs. — Prof.  Silliman  will  commence  a  popular 
course  of  lectures  on  Chemistry,  at  the  Odeon,  in  this  city,  about  the 
middle  of  March. — Has  any  professional  gentleman  knowledge  of  a  min- 
eral preparation  for  filling  hollow  teeth,  which  can  be  introduced  in  a 
liquid  form,  and  speedily  become  hard  ? — Two  specimens  of  that  rare 
animal — ornothyrhincus  paradoxus,  a  quadruped  with  a  bill  like  a  duck 
— have  been  received  recently  by  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History, 
from  New  Holland. — Dr.  Paige  has  lectured,  of  late,  in  his  usual  suc- 
cessful manner,  on  acoustics.  His  illustrations  of  ventriloquism  are 
inimitably  fine. — Dr.  Lewis,  of  this  city,  has  an  excellent  practical  school 
of  human  and  comparative  anatomy. — Four  physicians  of  Beverly,  have 
published  a  fee-bill.  Amongst  the  charges,  it  is  written — "  an  obstetric 
case,  and  necessary  attendance  for  a  week — $5."  "  For  an  ordinary 
visit,  one  mile  from  the  Old  S.  M.  House,  50  cents."  Surely,  no  man 
can  afford  to  maintain  a  horse  in  Massachusetts,  and  practise  physic  for 

such  compensation. — A  very  great  Q  has  threatened  a  city  editor 

with  a  prosecution  for  a  libel. — What  has  become  of  the  United  States 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  ?  The  February  No.  is  still  due. — A  new 
board  of  visiters  has  been  appointed,  by  the  governor,  for  the  State  Lu- 
natic Hospital. — Syringes,  of  all  kinds,  are  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
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Brewer  &.  Brothers,  in  a  most  beautiful  manner,  far  superior  to  the  foreign 
article. — The  gum-elastic  ear-trumpets,  having  a  Ion"  flexible  tube,  have 
been  ascertained  to  be  almost  an  useless  article.  Their  construction  is 
unphilosophical,  and  wholly  at  variance  with  the  known  laws  of  acoustics. 


Boylslon  Medical  Society. — The  following  officers  of  the  Society  have 
been  chosen  for  the  ensuing  year — Dr.  Henry  I.  Bowditch,  President. 
Dr.  Jonathan  M.  Warren,  Vice  President.  Mr.  Joseph  Sargent,  Sec- 
retary. Mr.  Benjamin  H.  West,  Treasurer.  The  Society's  premiums 
have  been  awarded  this  season,  the  first  to  Mr.  Luther  Clark,  for  a  Dis- 
sertation on  "  Theorizing  in  Medicine  ;  "  the  second  to  Mr.  Samuel  C. 
Foster,  for  a  Dissertation  on  "  Creosote." 


To  Correspondents. — "Medical  Ethics"  is  received,  and  will  appear  in  an 
early  number. 

Died— At  Eutaw,  Charles  Co.  Md.  Dr.  George  W.  Steuart,  aged  24. 


Wnole  ii umber  of  deaths  in  Boston  lor  the  week  ending  Feb.  27,  18.    Males.  8— Females,  ]0. 

Of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— suicide,  1— consumption,  3 — old  age,  1  —  intemperance,  1— aneu- 
rism of  the  aorta,  1 — typhous  fever,  1 — apoplexy,  1— smallpox,  J — paralytic.  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 
— croup,  l — child-bed,  1 — burn,  2 — lung  fever,  1.    Stillborn,  7. 


A  GOOD  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON. 

A  physician  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts  (wishing  to  remove  from  the  State),  would  dispose 
of  his  place  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  A  very  eligible  location  for  a  young  gentleman.  For 
particular-,  inquire  of  the  editor  of  this  Journal  ;  if  ny  mail,  post-paid.  eptf. 


DR.  JOHN  S.  BARTLETT  has  removed  to  No.  1J  Atkinson  Street,  a  few  doors  below  his  former 
residence,  on  the  opposite  side.  The  office  is  that  formerly  occupied  by  the  late  Dr.  S.  H.  Smith, 
and  more  recently  by  Dr.  Woods.  March  2. 


SCHOOL  OF  MEDtCINE,  AT  WOODSTOCK,  VERMONT. 

CONNKCTED   WITH   M1DDLEBURY  COLLKGE. 

{Incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  October,  1835,  with  the  -power  of  confer- 
ring Degrees.) 

The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures,  at  this  Institution,  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  (10th 
d-;y)  of  March  next,  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics,  by  H.  H.  Childs,  M.D. 

Physiology  and  Surgery,  by  Wili.ard  Parker,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  David  Palmer,  M  D. 

Anatomy,  by  Robert  Wa  its,  Jr.  M.D. 

Medica)  Jurisprudence,  by  Norman  Williams,  A.M. 

Demonstrations  in  Anatomy,  by  Otis  Perham. 
Tiie  usual  number  of  Lectures  will  be  fire,  daily— besides  the  Demonstrations  in  Anatomy  and 
occasional  evening  examinations.    Considerable  additions  are  now  making  to  the  Chemical  Appara- 
tus ;  and  opportunities  will  be  furnished  to  students  for  practical  Anatomy,  arrangements  for  that 
purpose  having  been  made  last  year  in  the  city  of  New  York.  JSTo  subject  fur  dissection  tcill  be  re- 

ceived from  any  person,  or  on  any  terms. 

Fees  for  the  course — $45.  Graduation— $18.  For  those  who  have  attended  two  courses,  but  do 
not  graduate— $10.  All  the  above  expenses  to  be  paid  in  advance,  or  secured  by  note,  with  a  satis- 
factory endorser,  to  David  Pierce,  Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  Institution.  Board  is  usually  furnished  at 
from  $1,50  to  $2,00  per  week,  including  room,  wood,  lights,  and  washing. 

Students  are  requested  to  come  provided  with  two  or"  more  standard  works  on  each  of  the  above 
designated  branches  of  study.  The  term  will  commence  with  Lectures  on  Anatomy,  Chemistry, 
Physiology,  Surgery  and  Materia  Medica.  Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term. 

Examinations  will  be  conducted  by  the  Medical  Faculty,  in  presence  of  a  delegation  from  the  Col- 
lege, and  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  incorporation.  Requisites  to  an  examination  are,  that  the  student  produce  satisfactory  testi- 
monials of  moral  character,  and  of  his  having  studied  three  years  with  a  regular  practitioner;  that  he 
shall  have  attended  two  courses  of  public  Lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at  this  institution; 
and  that  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  21  years.  By  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 

6t  E.  HUTCHINSON,  Secretary. 


TUB  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURO 1C  AL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesdav,  by  D. 
CLAPP,  JR.  at  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street, to  whom  all  communications  must 
be  addressed,  post-paid.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  on  the 
1st  of  every  month,  each  Partcontaining  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a 
cover.— Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the 
year.— Every  seventh  copy ,  gratis.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspap<  r. 
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MEDICAL  ETHICS. 

To  Ike  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — It  seems  to  be  considered  by  some  physicians,  and  is  thought  by 
many  very  intelligent  people,  to  be  the  prerogative  of  medical  consultants 
to  sit  in  judgment,  and  act  as  censors  upon  the  opinions  and  practice  of 
previous  medical  attendants.  They  make  it  a  point  of  honor  in  all  cases, 
to  dissent  from  the  views,  "  right  or  wrong"  of  the  regular  or  other 
attendants.  And  this  assumed  prerogative  is  used,  often  with  effect,  by 
the  consultant  in  declaring  to  the  patient  or  friends,  either  explicitly  or 
by  implication,  any  discrepancy  of  opinion  that  may  have  arisen  upon  the 
pathology  or  treatment  of  the  case.  The  intention  may  not  always  be 
crowned  with  success — perhaps  it  sometimes  recoils  upon  the  head  of 
the  assuming  party.  There  may  be,  indeed,  no  intention  to  injure  the 
reputation  of  a  brother  practitioner  in  all  this: — oh,  no,  quite  another 
object  in  view.  But  I  ask,  Mr.  Editor,  is  such  practice,  as  a  rule  of  me- 
dical polity  (aside  from  any  other  consideration),  creditable  to  the  pro- 
fession ?  Has  it  not  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  profession  in  the  eyes  of 
the  community  ?  I  make  no  personal  allusion, — I  have  marked  the  prac- 
tice in  various  places,  and,  though  it  may  surprise  you,  sir,  it  is  believed 
not  to  be  confined  within  narrow  limits  even  in  this  thriving  country — 
and  we  are  not  without  evidence  of  its  existence  among  our  transatlantic 
brethren. 

II  it  is  not  intruding  within  your  precincts,  Mr.  Editor,  I  beg  leave  to 
introduce  an  abstract  of  a  case  reported  in  the  Med.  Chirurg.  Review, 
for  July,  1935,  by  the  senior  editor  of  that  valuable  periodical.  The 
case  is  peculiarly  interesting  as  an  example  of  obscure  and  insidious  dis- 
ease, as  well  as  for  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Johnson  upon-  an  important  point 
in  medical  ethics. 

The  patient  was  a  gentleman,  aged  about  40,  an  architect  by  profession 
— "had  been  valetudinary  for  some  years,"  but  had  attended  to  his  usual 
duties  till  within  five  or  six  weeks  of  his  death.  Dr.  Johnson  first  saw 
him  on  the  30th  March,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Rix,his  daily  attendant — 
and  "  on  examination,  found  the  following  symptoms  : — Tongue  furred 
with  the  thickest  crust  that  could  be  imagined — great  gastric  irritability — 
chest  sonorous  throughout,  except  in  the  region  of  the  heart — skin  cool — 
urine  apparently  natural — no  sleep — great  prostration  of  strength — bow- 
els uncertain — secretions  unhealthy.  Dr.  J.  wrote  to  Mr.  Rix  that  there 
was  organic  disease  of  the  heart."  On  the  1st  of  April  Mr.  Rix  met 
Dr.  J.  and  pointed  out  to  him  the  state  of  the  patient's  urine,  "  which 
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was  highly  coagulable  by  heat,  and  when  tested  with  nitric  acid."  There 
was  no  pain  in  back,  u  but  tenderness  on  deep  pressure  in  the  situation 
of  the  right  kidney."  Respiration  was  unembarrassed — there  was  neither 
tenderness  nor  distension  in  the  epigastric  region.  Pathology  of  both 
practitioners — organic  disease  of  the  heart,  and  disease  of  the  kidneys — 
the  latter  predominant — "  producing  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  by 
sympathy,  and  in  fact  being  the  main  cause  of  the  existing  dangerous 
state  of  the  patient."  It  was  agreed  to  proceed  on  the  soothing  plan, 
with  salines,  "  alteratives  and  small  doses  of  battley  or  morphine."  Upon 
this  plan,  the  sympathetic  symptoms  were  mitigated,  but  the  patient 
made  no  advance  towards  recovery.  On  the  6th  April,  "  the  anxiety  of 
friends  brought  Mr.  Wray,  of  Salisbury  Square,  into  consultation,"  who, 
"  without  pronouncing  any  decided  opinion  as  to  the  pathology  of  the 
disease,  strongly  urged  the  propriety  of  bloodletting  in  small  quantity. 
About  three  or  four  ounces  were  abstracted,  when  faintness  occurred. 
The  blood  was  a  good  deal  inflamed  ;  but  no  alteration  appeared  in  the 
State  of  the  patient,  excepting  progressive  debility." 

April  10th,  Dr.  C,  an  eminent  physician,  was  added  to  the  consulta- 
tion. Having  examined  the  patient,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
disease  was  of  an  inflammatory  nature,  and  seated  in  the  stomach  and  its 
immediate  neighborhood.  "  He  contended  that  depletion  was  the  best 
plan  of  treatment — that  opiates  should  be  discontinued— and  considered 
the  case  as  by  no  means  hopeless.  No  auscultation  was  practised,  and 
Dr.  C.  could  see  no  proof  of  organic  disease  either  of  the  heart  or  kid- 
neys. Dr.  J.  then  wrote  down  on  a  slip  of  paper  the  two  conflicting  and 
opposite  opinions  of  Dr.  C.  and  himself,  which  he  presented  to  Dr.  C. 
and  then  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rix.  As  Dr.  J.  would  not 
agree  to  farther  bloodletting,  it  was  deferred  for  that  time,  Dr.  C.  prog- 
nosticating that  it  would  be  necessary  in  a  few  days. 

In  an  interview  with  the  relations  of  the  patient,  it  was  rather  impru- 
dently stated  by  Dr.  C.  that  Dr.  Johnson  entertained  a  much  more 
gloomy  opinion  of  the  case  than  he  (Dr.  C.)  did,  as  he  (Dr.  C.)  consi- 
dered it  by  no  means  hopeless.  The  result  proved  that  this  declaration 
made  an  unfavorable  impression  on  the  friends — for  neither  of  the  physi- 
cians were  called  in  afterwards.  The  patient  lingered  a  week  longer, 
without  taking  any  medicine,  and  then  died. 

Autopsy — by  Mr.  Rix;  present — Mr.  Wray  and  Dr.  Hodgkin.  Notes 
taken  by  Dr.  H.  who  had  seen  the  patient  previously  to  Dr.  Johnson, 
and  entertained  similar  opinions  as  to  the  pathology.  Head  not  exam- 
ined— lungs  remarkably  healthy,  except  very  slight  effusion  of  lymph  on 
one  side — heart  enlarged — parietes  of  left  ventricle  "  above  an  inch  and 
a  half  in  thickness."  Valves  apparently  healthy — peritoneal  surface  of 
abdominal  viscera  dusky — mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  small 
intestines  appeared  of  healthy  texture  ;  but  there  were  some  slight  san- 
guineous discolorations,  which  were  regarded  as  cadaverous  congestion, 
"  or  the  result  of  events  immediately  preceding  death."  Spleen  small, 
rather  soft — kidneys  small,  shrunk — exhibiting  "  a  good  specimen  of 
far-advanced  mottled  degeneration.  A  section  through  the  kidneys 
showed  that  their  glandular  structure  had  wasted,  the  distinction  between 
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the  cortical  and  tubular  parts  being  nearly  obliterated."  Pelves  contained 
a  little  turbid,  puriform  mucous. 

"  The  foregoing  case,"  remarks  Dr.  Johnson,  "  is  exceedingly  inte- 
resting, as  proving  the  insidious  nature  and  fatal  tendency  of  renal  dis- 
ease, where  not  a  symptom  was  present,  except  the  albuminous  urine, 
that  would  have  aroused  suspicion  in  any  mind  that  such  a  malady  was 
rapidly  bringing  life  to  a  close.  But  then  the  albuminous  urine  was  a 
physical  sign  which  deserved  the  most  attentive  consideration ;  and  which 
proves  the  necessity  of  availing  ourselves  of  physical  and  chemical  signs, 
in  addition  to  ordinary  symptoms.  It  would  probably  be  wrong  to  affirm 
that  the  physical  signs  are  superior  to  the  ordinary  symptoms ;  but  it 
would  not  be  too  much  to  say,  that  he  who  neglects  to  combine  the  two 
classes  in  the  investigation  of  diseases,  does  an  injury  to  his  patient,  and 
to  himself  in  the  long  run." 

Such  of  your  readers  as  are  curious  to  examine  the  full  report  of  the 
case,  with  the  observations  of  the  editor,  are  referred  to  page  168  of  the 
No.  of  the  Review  before  named — and,  upon  my  honor,  sir,  I  think  no 
one  can  peruse  it  carefully  without  profit.  I  can  only  stop  to  quote  the 
remarks  of  Dr.  Johnson,  touching  "  the  imprudence,  to  give  it  no  worse 
a  term,  of  letting  any  discrepancy  among  the  consultants  slip  out  among 
the  friends,  whilst  delivering  the  opinion.  In  the  foregoing  case  the  mis- 
chief was  evident  and  irremediable.  The  friends  naturally  concluded 
that,  where  the  physicians  differed  in  prognosis,  they  would  be  likely  to 
differ  about  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  mode  of  treatment.  The 
consequence  was  that  both  were  discharged — and  that  one  must  suffer  in 
reputation  by  the  event  of  the  case.  Is  it  discreet — is  it  just,  that  not 
merely  the  chance,  but  the  certainty  of  injury  should  be  incurred,  by  the 
voluntary  disclosure  to  friends  of  discrepancy  of  opinion  among  the  me- 
dical attendants?  It  is  true  that,  in  the  present  case,  the  injury  fell  on 
the  party  who  unnecessarily  incurred  it.  But  this  might  not  have  been 
the  case.  The  party  who  disclosed  no  discrepancy  of  opinion  might 
have  been  the  sufferer,  and  that  for  no  other  fault  than  an  error  of  judg- 
ment— to  which  we  are  all  liable,  and  for  which  no  man  should  be  sub- 
ject to  punishment.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  consultant  who  made 
the  disclosure  had  any  intention  or  expectation  of  injuring  his  fellow  con- 
sultant ;  but  a  moment's  consideration  must  have  convinced  him  that 
one  or  other  must  lose  credit  with  the  family  in  the  end — and  if  he  was 
confident  in  the  truth  of  his  own  prognosis,  he  must  have  foreseen  the 
danger  that  was  impending  over  his  colleague.  There  is  one  argument, 
however,  which  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the  disclosure  alluded  to. 
The  first  consultant  had  given  an  unfavorable  prognosis,  and  the  second 
consultant  not  taking  the  same  view  of  the  nature  of  the  disease,  came  to 
a  different  conclusion  as  to  the  final  event,  and  might,  therefore,  deem  it 
conscientious  to  disclose  this  discrepancy  of  opinion  to  the  patient  or 
friends.  To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  silence  as  to  the  difference  of 
professional  opinions  could  do  no  injury  to  either  party — whereas  the  dis- 
closure must  injure  one  of  them.  Are  we,  then,  justified  in  injuring 
another  for  the  sake  of  gaining  some  additional  reputation  ourselves  ? 
Suppose,  for  instance,  that,  in  the  present  case,  no  allusion  had  been 
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made  to  the  discrepancy  of  opinion  among  the  consultants.  The  recovery 
of  the  patient,  contrary  to  the  prognosis  of  the  first  consultant,  could  not 
possibly  have  injured  the  reputation  of  the  second  consultant — quite  the 
reverse.  The  natural  conclusion  of  the  patient  and  friends  would  have 
been  that,  as  Dr.  Johnson  was  wrong  in  his  prognosis,  he  was,  most  pro- 
bably, wrong  in  his  treatment  of  the  case — ergo,  the  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient was  owing  to  the  second  consultant.  Taking  it  in  every  point  of 
view,  then,  we  conceive  that,  unless  upon  some  very  extraordinary  occa- 
sion, where  great  difference  of  opinion  obtains  as  to  treatment,  there 
should  be  no  disclosure  of  such  opinions  to  the  friends.  If  great  discre- 
pancy of  opinion,  upon  some  important  point  of  treatment,  occurred,  we 
think  it  would  be  more  prudent  for  one  of  the  parties  to  retire,  or  to 
request  a  third  opinion  to  decide  the  question." 

I  have  not  a  word  to  add,  sir — I  like  to  quote  from  good  authority, 
when  I  find  my  own  views  written  out  in  better  language  than  I  can 
command  for  them  myself.  Heart  of  the  Commonwealth. 

February  22,  1836. 


EPIDEMIC  MEASLES. 

BY  MARSHALL   S.   PERRY,  M.D.  PHYSICIAN  OF   THE   HOUSE   OF  INDUSTRY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  is  an  abstract,  taken  by  Mr.  Dorr,  the  resident  student, 
from  the  daily  record  of  52  cases  of  measles,  which  occurred  at  the  House 
of  Industry  in  South  Boston,  during  the  months  of  November  and  De- 
cember, 1835. 

The  measles  have  been  uncommonly  prevalent  and  fatal  during  the 
last  four  months  in  the  city  of  Boston.  The  greater  portion  of  those 
children  who  have  been  reported  as  having  died  of  this  disease,  died  of 
pneumonitis,  which  followed  the  eruption.  At  the  House  of  Industry, 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  large  intestines  was  much 
the  most  formidable  disease.  In  fact,  to  treat  the  cases  there  among 
young  children  with  cathartics,  was  out  of  the  question.  Active  cathartic 
medicines  almost  invariably  induced  diarrhoea  of  a  severe  character. 
Can  this  difference  between  the  prominent  local  disease  among  children 
in  private  families  and  those  in  the  asylum  be  owing  to  the  difference  in 
diet  ?  Those  who  had  bronchitis  and  pneumonitis  were  treated  with 
ipecac,  mustard  poultices,  warm  baths  and  local  bleeding  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  disease,  and  with  some  soothing  expectorant  medicine  after 
the  inflammatory  symptoms  had  subsided.  The  two  cases  reported  as 
having  died  of  gangrene,  were  examined,  and  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  large  intestines  was  found  softened,  and  redder  than  natural.  This 
was  the  only  morbid  appearance  found  in  the  viscera.  In  the  case  of 
pneumonitis  which  proved  fatal,  both  lungs  were  found  diseased.  Those 
cases  that  were  not  complicated  with  local  inflammation,  required  little  or 
no  treatment. 
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Of  those  who  recovered, — Many  of  the  children,  especially  nursing 
children,  had  measles  very  slightly.  Some  of  the  older  children,  also, 
were  so  mildly  affected,  that  in  the  following  list  no  account  is  made  of 
them.  Of  those  who  had  disease,  in  a  severe  form,  complicated  with 
measles — bronchitis,  15;  laryngitis,  5;  pneumonitis,  4;  bowel  complaint, 
not  severe,  yet  the  most  prominent  disease,  5.  With  bronchitis,  in  se- 
veral cases,  some  pneumonitis  was  connected  ;  but  the  bronchial  affection 
was  the  severest,  and  accordingly  they  are  stated  as  having  had  bronchi- 
tis. None  who  had  bronchitis,  or  laryngitis,  or  pneumonitis  alone,  with- 
out any  other  complication,  even  if  it  were  severe,  died.  The  4  stated 
above  as  having  had  bowel  complaint  more  prominently  than  any  other 
affection,  had  it  rather  as  the  result  of  irritating  medicine,  than  as  an  un- 
toward disposition  in  the  intestinal  canal  to  become  seriously  diseased  ; 
for  often  when  those  medicines  were  withheld,  and  soothing  medicines 
given,  the  disease  abated.  Where  bowel  complaint  started  at  commence- 
ment of  attack  of  measles,  it  was  almost  always  unmanageable  ;  and  in 
those  who  died,  four  had  it  severely  from  the  first.  In  these  cases  the 
autopsies  showed  an  almost  complete  destruction  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  large  intestines,  and,  in  two  instances,  of  the  stomach  also.  This 
organ  was  in  two  cases  found  much  corrugated.  The  boys  who  were  at 
the  Boys'  Asylum,  went  through  the  different  stages  of  measles  with  less 
serious  complication  than  the  smaller  children,  and  when  the  complica- 
tion was  severe  (as  it  in  one  case  surely  was),  they  seemed  to  have  more 
foundation  for  active  treatment.  They  are  those  against  whose  names 
a  *  is  placed. 

Of  those  ivho  died, — Bowen,  Margaret — both  parents  drunken  and 
dissolute.  Had  been  in  asylum  6  months.  Apparently  pretty  healthy. 
Harney,  M.  A. — father  dissolute;  mother  drinks  sometimes.  Had  been 
in  asylum  1  week.  Very  delicate  and  rather  feeble.  Kearns,  Thomas 
— father  not  known  ;  mother  dissolute.  Had  been  in  asylum  5  months. 
Very  feeble  constitution  ;  ill  last  summer.  Burns,  Patrick — father  died 
on  passage  ;  mother  healthy.  Had  been  in  asylum  9  months.  Very 
feeble  constitution  ;  ill  in  September  and  October.  O'Donnell,  Thomas 
— father  supposed  drunkard  ;  mother  crazy.  Had  been  in  asylum  9 
months.  Strong,  healthy  ;  very  large  head.  Matthews,  John — father 
supposed  drunkard  ;  mother  decent  woman.  Had  been  in  asylum  4 
months.  Very  miserable  constitution  ;  sick  all  summer.  Hannifee,  Mi- 
chael— parents  dissolute.  Had  been  in  asylum  5  months.  Rather  fee- 
ble, but  at  times  active.  Castello,  Edward — nothing  known  of  parents. 
Had  been  in  asylum  9  months.  Thin ;  pale  countenance ;  not  much 
known. 

Of  those  still  living,  but  sick, — Glinn,  Mary — nothing  is  known  of 
her  parents.  Ring,  Catherine — mother  drunkard  ;  father,  nothing  known. 
She  came  in  with  measles,  in  a  collapsed  state,  from  cold,  exposure,  &c. 
McGrath,  John — parents  dissolute.  In  language  of  Superintendent, 
"  Conceived  in  gin  and  brought  forth  in  alcohol." 

General  Remarks . — The  asylum  is  a  wooden  building,  two  stories 
high,  separate  from  the  main  building.  It  is  divided  into  four  principal 
rooms  besides  wash-rooms,  he.  ;  two  of  these  large  rooms  are  for  boys, 
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and  two  for  the  smaller  children,  both  boys  and  girls  ;  two  of  these  rooms 
on  the  lower  floor  are  school  rooms,  measuring  each  38-J-28  ft.  and.  about 
12  ft.  in  height,  and  two  in  the  upper  floor  for  sleeping  rooms,  measuring 
each  38 +  28  ft.  and  about  eleven  in  height.  In  this  building  all  the 
children  reside,  with  the  exception  of  infants,  and  those  so  young  as  to 
require  immediate  attention.  The  sleeping  rooms  are  well  ventilated. 
There  is  no  work  allowed  to  be  performed  in  this  building  that  can  ren- 
der the  air  impure,  or  incommode  the  children.  None  but  children  and 
two  female  teachers  reside  in  the  building.  There  are  play-grounds  in 
the  rear  of  the  building,  where  the  boys  are  allowed  exercise  in  summer. 
The  food  for  ths  children  is  cooked  at  the  main  building.  The  eating- 
hall  for  the  children  is  in  a  small  building  between  the  asylum  and  the 
main  building.  It  may  with  safety  be  said  that  there  is  not  a  better 
building,  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  appropriated,  than  this  asylum, 
in  the  country.  For  it  we  are  indebted  to  the  exertions  of  A.  Simonds, 
Esq.  present  Superintendent,  and  some  of  the  present  Directors. 

The  diet  of  the  children  is  as  follows  : — Breakfasts  every  day — milk 
thickened  with  wheat  flour — bread,  2-3  wheat  and  1-3  corn  meal.  This 
porridge  is  about  1-3  milk,  2-3  water.  Suppers  every  day — milk  and 
water  boiled ;  about  1-2  milk,  1-2  water — bread  cut  fine  and  put  in  as 
they  wTish  it.  Dinners — Sunday,  baked  beef,  mashed  potatoes  and  bread. 
Monday,  stewed  beans  and  bread.  Tuesday,  beef  soup,  mashed  pota- 
toes and  bread.  Wednesday,  boiled  rice  ;  or  minced  meat  and  bread  ; 
or  mush  and  molasses.  Thursday,  same  as  on  Tuesday.  Friday, 
minced  fish  and  potatoes  and  bread.    Saturday,  same  as  on  Tuesday. 

The  children  are  clad  in  summer  in  blue  and  white  calico  dresses ;  and 
in  winter  in  flannel  dresses  with  sufficient  under  clothes.  They  have 
woollen  socks  and  shoes  in  winter,  and  go  barefoot  in  summer.  They 
are  wTashed,  in  winter,  every  Saturday  evening,  over  the  whole  body, 
and  in  summer  oftener.  The  boys,  during  warm  weather,  in  addition  to 
this,  are  allowed  to  bathe  in  the  open  sea  once  or  twice  a  week,  accord- 
ing to  the  weather.  Their  hands  and  faces  are  washed  certainly  once  a 
day,  and  very  frequently  much  oftener.  Their  heads,  especially  those 
of  the  smaller  children,  are  combed  several  times  a  week,  sometimes 
daily.  Their  garments  are  changed  every  week  as  a  rule  ;  but  those  of 
the  smaller  children  once,  and  perhaps  twice  a  day,  according  to  circum- 
stances. Every  child,  when  it  enters  the  House,  is  immediately  exam- 
ined, and  if  any  appearances  are  found  of  any  contagious  disease,  it  is  not 
allowed  to  join  the  children  at  the  asylum,  till  such  disease  is  cured  ;  if 
not,  after  being  well  cleansed,  it  is  permitted  to  enter  the  asylum.  Such 
are  some  of  the  main  facts  with  reference  to  the  place  of  residence  and  ' 
cleanliness  of  the  children  who  are  residents  at  the  asylum. 

More  than  two-thirds  of  these  children  are  the  offspring  of  debauched, 
or  drunken,  or  half  idiotic  parents.  Of  those  who  died  of  measles,  se- 
quelae, or  of  some  disease  complicated  with  measles,  the  most  of  them 
had  parents  of  this  character,  as  will  be  seen  under  the  proper  head. 
The  usual  number  of  children  residing  at  the  asylum  is  from  100  to  120. 
One  case,  No.  43,  Joses  Solo,  was  in  the  Men's  Colored  House,  so  call- 
ed, and  was  the  only  one  among  the  inmates,  properly  so  called,  who 
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had  measles.    So  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  he  had  had  no  communi- 
cation with  the  children,  had  not  been  at  the  asylum  ;  nor  had  any  of  the 
children  been  near  the  building  where  he  resided.    From  Men's  Colored 
House  to  asylum  is  about  270  feet. 
February,  1836. 


ON   THE   USE  OF  A  VEGETABLE  DIET. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — 1  sometimes  take  notes,  and  make  remarks  in  my  note-book, 
respecting  what  I  find  upon  the  pages  of  your  Journal.  The  note  made 
after  reading  Mr.  S.  Graham's  answer  to  Dr.  Bell's  Prize  Essay,  is  from 
Dr.  Johnson — viz.  Bolder  words  and  more  timorous  meaning  I  never 
saw.  Archimedes  said  that  he  could  move  this  world  if  ho  only  had 
another  world  to  stand  on.  But  to  attempt  to  move  the  world,  or  its 
well-grounded  custom  of  using  animal  food  as  a  part  of  diet,  so  long  and 
so  well  established,  both  by  nature  and  by  the  Bible,  and  that  with  no- 
thing to  stand  upon,  is  peculiarly  Utopian.  There  is  nothing  in  Mr. 
Graham's  answer  to  the  Prize  Essay,  worth  notice,  except  that  he  makes 
Dr.  Bell  give  up  the  argument  derived  from  comparative  anatomy,  of 
man  being  a  carnivorous  animal.  Whether  Dr.  Bell  meant  to  be  so  un- 
derstood, he  can  best  decide  himself.  But  upon  this  point,  we  would 
observe,  that  we  should  make  man  the  standard,  and  as  the  organs  of 
other  animals  approximate  his,  we  should  decide  upon  their  carnivorous 
propensities.  For,  from  his  very  earliest  history,  in  the  first  chapter  of 
that  book — the  oldest  book  in  the  known  world — which  gives  an  account 
of  his  creation,  and  that  of  the  globe,  we  find  that  he  had  dominion  given 
him  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  first  of  all  things  whatever.  Now  why 
should  fish  have  been  made  at  all,  and  this  dominion  over  them  given, 
unless  they  were  designed  for  the  food  of  man  ?  We  find  the  dominion 
of  man  extended,  it  is  true,  immediately  afterwards,  over  the  fowl  of  the 
air,  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the  earth  ;  but  fish  preceded  the 
whole.  The  fowl  might  have  been,  and  is,  useful  for  its  feathers,  and 
beasts  for  their  tallow  and  skins  ;  but  not  so  of  edible  fish.  These  have 
neither  feathers  nor  fat. 

But  that  the  first  man  made  an  early  use  of  other  animal  food  than 
fish,  is  not  lacking  of  that  evidence  which  should  be  paramount.  For  in 
the  same  year  in  which  he  was  created,  we  read  of  Adam  and  his  wife 
being  clothed  in  coats  of  skins.  And  it  does  not  appear  that  these  skins 
were  taken  off  for  the  purpose  of  clothing,  but  that  animals  had  been 
previously  skinned  for  some  other  purpose.  That  this  purpose  was  that 
their  flesh  might  be  used  for  food,  is  the  only  one  that  seems  probable. 
We  know  that  some  commentators  here  talk  of  sacrifices  ;  but  no  institu- 
tion of  this  kind  had  at  that  time  been  given,  nor  could  sacrifices  have 
preceded  sin.  And  when  sacrifices  were  afterwards  established,  the  sa- 
crificed animals  were  used  as  food  by  the  priests  and  their  families,  thus 
sanctifying  the  use  of  animal  food  ;  and  this  use  of  animals  was  also 
sanctioned  by  that  law,  which  drew  the  line  between  beasts  clean  and 
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unclean.  Under  the  gospel  dispensation,  the  reader  hardly  need  be 
told  who  it  was  that  asked  for  meat.  "  And  they  gave  him  a  piece  of 
a  broiled  fish,  and  of  a  honey-comb.  And  he  took  it,  and  did  eat  before 
them." 

Thus,  there  is  both  law  and  gospel  for  animal  food.  But  when  we 
say  that  man  is  naturally  carnivorous,  we  wish  here  only  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  is  an  animal  which  by  nature  seeks  a  part  of  his  food  from 
the  animal  creation.  He  is  strictly,  and  most  decidedly,  an  omnivorous 
being.  As  to  his  external  comparative  anatomy,  when,  like  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, his  nails  are  grown  like  eagles'  claws,  he  has,  like  the  king  of 
birds  and  the  king  of  beasts,  the  means  of  tearing  other  animals,  and 
fitting  them  to  be  devoured.  His  hands,  also,  are  as  well  fitted  to  use  a 
double-barrelled  gun,  as  a  double-handled  plough.  As  to  his  internal 
organs,  they  have  no  very  striking  resemblance  to  the  double  stomach  of 
the  ox,  or  to  those  of  any  other  animal  that  is  solely  herbivorous,  and 
still  less  to  the  granivorous,  for  he  has  no  gizzard.  The  comparative 
anatomist  need  not  be  told  that  the  viscera  of  man  most  of  all  resembles 
those  of  another  animal,  which  is  greedy  for  flesh,  fish,  fowl  and  fruit. 
Dr.  Franklin  rejected  animal  food  for  a  while,  until  happening  to  see 
some  fish  dressed,  he  observed  other  fish  within  them,  and  from  that 
time  renounced  his  Pythagorean  scheme. 

There  may  be  some  savage  tribes,  in  tropical  regions,  which  live 
mostly  or  wholly  upon  fruits  and  vegetables.  Such  are  too  indolent  to 
take  game  ;  and  the  abundance  of  fruit  renders  little  else  necessary  to 
maintain  a  life  of  inaction.  Creatures  that  live  like  oysters,  without 
moving,  may  subsist  upon  what  falls  into  their  throats.  But  nations  in 
northern  climes  must  live  in  part  upon  animal  food,  or  not  live  at  all. 
New  England,  densely  populated  and  highly  cultivated  as  it  is,  does  not 
yield  its  own  bread-stuffs.  The  fertile  island  of  Britain,  upon  the  inva- 
sion of  Julius  Caesar,  did  not  furnish  much  corn,  the  Britons  living  on 
flesh  and  milk.  Lacte  et  came  vivunt.  But  in  no  part  of  aboriginal 
America,  did  the  savages  know  the  use  of  milk — their  support  depending 
almost  wholly  upon  the  chase,  especially  their  winter  support,  when  ber- 
ries were  gone,  for  they  ever  were  too  lazy  to  lay  up  maize  or  potatoes 
in  any  considerable  quantities.  Indeed,  the  latter  appear  to  have  been 
little  known  north  of  Virginia. 

There  is  no  nation  in  the  known  world  which  makes  so  free  a  use  of 
animal  food  as  our  own.  Meat  three  times  a  day — good  butcher's  meat 
— is  very  commonly  a  part  of  the  meal  of  the  laborer.  And  there  is  no 
nation,  which,  out  of  thirteen  millions,  is  able  to  show  so  great  a  number 
of  centenarians — nor,  indeed,  we  suspect,  let  their  number  of  millions  be 
ever  so  great — there  being,  by  the  census  of  1830,  no  less  than  2556 
persons  of  100  years  old  or  upwards  !  In  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  1835, 
there  were  2050  deaths,  six  of  the  number  being  centenarians.  The 
present  mayor,  Gen.  Smith,  is  upwards  of  eighty. 

China — now  let  us  view  a  nation  of  vegetable  livers,  with  her  369 
million  of  inhabitants  by  a  late  census,  and  Mr.  GutzlafT,  the  Prussian 
missionary,  thinks  not  an  exaggerated  one — China  furnished  but  four  per- 
sons of  100  years  old  ! !    The  people  of  that  country,  to  be  sure,  eat 
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meat  when  they  can  get  it,  but  this  is  not  often  the  lot  of  the  common 
people  ;  and  as  to  milk,  it  is  out  of  the  question.  Every  inch  of  ground 
is  cultivated.  Vegetable  diet  is  here  tested  upon  a  large  scale,  and  we 
see  that  but  about  one  in  a  hundred  million  reaches  a  hundred  years 
of  age. 

The  best  way  of  testing  any  given  mode  of  living,  is  by  noticing  its 
effects,  not  only  upon  the  body,  but  upon  the  mind.  If  the  reasoning 
and  remarks  of  Mr.  Graham,  and  of  your  correspondent  A.  are  to  be  im- 
puted to  a  vegetable  diet,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  infer  that  it  inflates  and 
puffs  up  the  mind  with  self-importance,  and  weakens  the  mental  vigor 
for  close  argument,  cautious  discrimination,  and  sound  deduction  from 
well-known  facts  and  premises.  We  have  known  too  much  of  great  doc- 
tors and  learned  professors,  in  recommending  Swaim's  panacea,  to  place 
any  great  confidence  in  the  array  of  names  adduced  by  A.  in  support  of 
Mr.  Graham.  These  certificates  mark,  in  our  view,  rather  suavity  than 
soundness,  although  they  may  be  from  sound  men. 

When  we  saw  the  reply  of  Beta  to  Mr.  G.,  we  thought  it  so  excel- 
lently well  adapted  to  the  subject,  both  of  Dr.  Bell's  Essay  and  Mr. 
Graham's  Strictures  thereon,  that  nothing  more  need  be  said.  But  as 
different  premises  occurred  to  us,  leading  however  to  much  the  same 
conclusions,  we  thought  to  offer  them  to  your  disposal. 

In  some  of  the  very  worst  cases  of  dyspepsia  that  the  present  writer 
has  ever  had,  he  was  obliged  to  withhold  vegetables  entirely,  and  every- 
thing of  the  vegetable  kind,  except  a  little  toasted  bread.  Animal  food, 
and  especially  poi'Jc  and  mutton,  he  has  found  easier  of  digestion  than 
anything  of  vegetable  growth  whatever.  We  do  not  know  whether  Mr. 
G.,  like  Pythagoras,  prohibits  beans ,  as  well  as  meat,  but  we  do  know 
that  they  are  bad  diet  for  dyspeptics. 

After  all  that  has  been  said,  or  maybe  said,  upon  diet,  we  believe  that 
vegetables  alone,  and  even  grass,  as  the  Dutchman's  experiment  upon 
himself  proved,*  may  support  the  life  of  man,  as  well  as  the  life  of  an 
ox — and  that  in  time  the  diet  of  the  latter  would  reduce  the  former  to 
nearly  the  same  state  of  stupidity.  We  have  been,  in  our  practice,  ex- 
tremely cautious  in  innovating  without  necessity  upon  the  diet  of  adults, 
and  especially  upon  that  of  aged  people.  "  At  forty  a  fool  or  a  physi- 
cian," is  no  new  adage. 

To  conclude — the  rule  which  has  obtained  most  favor  with  us,  is  ex- 
pressed in  these  few  words,  which  if  the  reader  wishes  to  trace  to  their 
source,  he  can  consult  his  Concordance.  "  Let  no  man,  therefore,  judge 
you  in  meat  or  in  drink."  J.  C. 

Lebanon  (Conn.),  Feb.  1836. 


EXTRAORDINARY  CASE  OF  CHILD-BIRTH  IN  OLD  AGE. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  have  a  case  to  state,  which,  as  it  excites  much  astonishment 
here,  may  not  be  entirely  uninteresting  to  the  profession  at  large.    It  is 
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a  case  of  pregnancy,  occurring  in  a  female  of  the  age  of  64  or  5.  Her 
name  is  Ann  Cook.  She  has  not  menstruated  for  the  last  15  years,  and 
her  last  child  is  26  years  old.  She  was  delivered  last  week,  of  a  healthy 
(!)  female  infant,  and  are  now,  both  mother  and  child,  doing  well  I  Her 
husband  is  63  years  of  age.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  on  record, 
saving  father  Abraham  and  his  consort,  of  the  occurrence  of  pregnancy, 
in  this  climate,  at  so  late  a  period  of  life  as  the  above — nor  of  a  suspected 
one,  except  the  memorable  Joanna  Southcoate,  which  finally  turned 
out  to  be  a  false  alarm.  Will  some  of  your  numerous  readers  be  so  good 
as  to  correct  this  impression,  if  it  requires  it  ? 

I  am,  very  respectfully  yours,  *  *  #  *  *  *  # 

Whitehall,  K  Y.  Feb.  23,  1836. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    MARCH    9,    18  3  6. 


REGENERATION  OF  VACCINE   VIRUS  IN  A  COW. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  prefaced  the  following  communication  from 
Drs.  Richmond  and  Webb,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  by  some  observations 
upon  the  importance  of  their  successful  experiment  in  raising  vaccine 
virus  from  the  cow  ;  but,  on  reflection,  we  are  satisfied  that  no  remarks 
emanating  from  another  source  would  prove  so  acceptable  to  the  profes- 
sion, or  give  any  additional  weight  and  value  to  their  labors.  The  results 
of  our  own  experience  on  the  prophylactic  virtues  of  the  matter  forwarded 
by  these  gentlemen,  will  form  a  distinct  article  at  a  future  day. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

"  Sir, — Having  had  an  opportunity  to  vaccinate  a  cow,  we  embraced 
it,  in  order,  for  our  own  satisfaction,  to  see  the  appearance,  and  watch 
the  progress  of  the  vesicles,  and  also  to  compare  them  in  their  several 
stages  with  those  that  are  produced  in  the  human  species.  The  virus 
was  taken  from  a  fine,  healthy  child,  about  a  year  and  a  half  old,  on  the 
7th  day  from  its  insertion,  and  previously  to  the  establishment  of  the 
areola  around  it  ;  it  was  inserted  in  four  places,  on  the  teats  of  the  cow, 
being  introduced  on  a  lancet  in  one  place,  and  on  quills  prepared  as  usual 
in  the  others,  and  used  a  few  hours  after  having  been  obtained  from  the 
arm.  All  of  these  insertions  had  the  desired  effect,  and  in  due  course  a 
vesicle  appeared  at  the  point  of  each  ;  three  of  these  were  irregular  in 
shape,  but  in  other  respects  resembled  the  human  vesicle  ;  the  fourth, 
both  in  form,  color,  and  character  of  the  contained  fluid,  accorded  with 
the  human,  after  due  allowance  for  the  slight  variation  in  color  occasion- 
ed by  the  difference  in  the  texture  and  shade  of  the  part  where  the  inci- 
sions were  made.  The  most  perfect  vesicle  was  that  which  presented 
itself  at  the  spot  where  the  loaded  lancet  was  introduced.  This  was 
punctured  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  day  ;  a  clear,  colorless,  transparent 
fluid  oozed  out,  with  which  a  number  of  quills  were  charged.  A  few  of 
these  we  forward  for  you  to  dispose  of  in  such  manner  as  you  may  deem 
proper  ;  we  vouching  for  its  being  pure  and  unadulterated  virus,  differing 
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from  that  in  daily  use  in  no  other  respect  than  in  having  been  passed 
through  the  system  of  the  animal  whence  Jenner  obtained  his  original 
supply  Respectfully  yours,  John  W.  Richmond, 

Thomas  H.  Webb." 

"  P.  S. — We  would  observe  that  the  matter  employed  was  lineally  de- 
scended from  the  Boston  stock,  a  small  quantity  of  virus  having  been 
sent  from  the  vaccine  establishment  there  some  weeks  since,  and  after 
having  been  propagated  through  several  individuals,  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
duct was  experimented  with  in  the  manner  above  stated." 
Providence,  R.  1.  Feb.  26th,  1836. 

From  a  second  note  by  Dr.  Webb,  dated  March  1st,  we  extract  the 
following  : — 

"  Some  of  the  matter  obtained  from  the  cow  on  the  7th  day,  we  inserted 
on  the  spot  into  the  arm  of  a  babe  six  months  old.  I  also  used  it  on  three 
children  at  the  Dexter  Asylum,  and  Dr.  Richmond  has  employed  it  in 
several  cases.  These  have  progressed  thus  far  about  in  the  ordinary 
manner  ;  one  being  rather  more  backward,  and  another,  the  babe's,  on 
the  4th  day  much  more  forward  than  usual  ;  and  the  vesicle  presented  a 
far  more  delicate  appearance,  and  a  higher  degree  of  transparency,  than 
I  remember  of  ever  having  seen  ;  it  has  since,  however,  advanced  less 
rapidly  than  at  first.  To-day,  which  is  the  6th  from  the  vaccination,  we 
punctured  it,  and  loaded  a  few  quills,  of  which  the  inclosed  are  samples. 
We  want  to  still  farther  prove  the  goodness  and  genuineness  of  this  virus, 
by  using  what  we  have  obtained  from  this  child,  on  some  other  individual. 
We  also  wish  to  show  its  perfect  protective  virtue,  by  a  subsequent  inocu- 
lation of  some  one  or  more  persons,  and  also  by  inoculating  the  cow. 
The  animal  was  examined  this  day  ;  and  for  fear  the  scabs  should  get 
rubbed  off  and  lost,  I  removed  them,  this  being  the  14th  day  ;  a  piece  of 
the  best  looking  one  is  sent,  which,  as  you  will  perceive,  is  of  a  much 
lighter  color  than  the  ordinary  vaccine  scab.  The  cow  at  no  time 
manifested  any  indisposition,  but  took  her  fodder  as  usual  ;  the  inflamma- 
tion around  the  vesicles  was  very  slight,  and  of  but  short  duration.  How 
great  an  effect  it  would  have  in  diminishing  the  secretion  of  milk,  we 
cannot  say,  the  subject  of  the  experiment  being  a  farrow  cow." 


MEDICAL  REVIEWS. 

Physicians  have  uniformly  exhibited  more  regard  for  each  other's  sensi- 
bility in  the  torturing  business  of  reviewing,  than  any  other  class  of  wri- 
ters. So  far  as  the  feeling  of  sympathy  is  concerned,  this  is  certainly 
very  praiseworthy  and  honorable  ;  but  as  a  natural  consequence  of  this, 
some  of  the  poorest  specimens  of  human  folly,  in  the  tangible  shape  of 
books,  have  taken  possession  of  shelves,  to  which  the  authors  have  no  sort 
of  right  or  title.  Were  it  not  for  resuscitating  the  names  of  a  tedious 
catalogue  of  works,  whose  covers,  like  counterfeit  wine  bottles,  are  coated 
with  a  venerable  fleece  of  dust,  it  might  be  clearly  shown  that  not  more 
than  one-third  of  all  the  expressly  written  books  on  medicine  and  surgery, 
ushered  into  being  within  the  last  forty  years,  are  worth  the  wholesale 
cost  of  binding.  Still,  however,  the  writing  mania  is  raging  with  undi- 
minished force,  and  volumes  are  multiplying  beyond  all  former  precedent. 
If  one-twentieth  of  them  were  original,  there  would  be  something  new  to 
learn,  and  some  credit  due  to  their  authors.    Unfortunately  the  desire  of 
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notoriety  from  authorship,  in  too  many  instances,  extends  only  to  the  sci- 
entific necromancy  of  filching  a  line  from  one,  a  sentence  from  another, 
and  garbled  chapters  from  a  third — till  the  mass  of  odds  and  ends  becomes 
sufficiently  bulky  to  answer  the  ambitious  designs  of  the  medico-literary 
accoucheur,  when  it  comes  from  the  press,  half  smothered  by  accompa- 
nying panegyrics,  purposely  constructed  for  pioneering  its  way  into  public 
favor.  Thus,  medical  book-making,  so  far  as  this  method  is  pursued,  is 
becoming  an  evil  of  a  serious  character,  and  calls  loudly  for  a  remedy. 
To  elementary  productions,  as  text-books  in  pathology,  anatomy,  surgery, 
&.c.  these  observations  have  no  reference  ; — the  more  numerous  these 
are,  if  well  prepared,  the  better  both  for  schools  and  classes. 

A  spirited  system  of  reviewing — in  which  the  truth  should  be  proclaim- 
ed— would  soon  thin  the  ranks  ; — a  careful,  vigilant  analysis  would  be 
more  dreaded  by  the  manufacturer  of  a  marasmatic  duodecimo,  than  acu- 
puncturation  upon  his  own  body.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  for  the  credit 
of  the  profession,  that  the  tame,  stupid  mode  of  criticising  medical  au- 
thors, should  be  totally  abandoned,  to  be  succeeded  by  one  that  shall, 
when  requisite,  make  Felix  tremble.  This  Journal  is  open  for  the  fearless 
expression  of  sentiments,  by  responsible  writers,  on  the  subject  referred  to. 


Openings  for  Physicians. — Before  many  years,  the  establishment  of  an 
office  in  each  of  the  principal  cities  for  negociating  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  medical  practices,  as  in  England,  would  be  not  only  a  convenience,  but 
actually  beneficial,  and  we  ate  surprised  that  some  attempt  has  not  already 
been  made  by  some  efficient,  enterprising  person.  Every  young  man 
prepared  to  commence  professional  business  would  feel  it  a  privilege  to 
consult  such  an  office,  and  pay  well  for  information  that  would  at  once 
introduce  him  to  a  situation  in  which  he  would  commence  professional  life 
under  promising  auspices. 


Action  of  the  Heart  and  Pulse. — Dr.  McDonnell,  of  Belfast,  Ireland, 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Medical  Association,  related  some  curious  ob- 
servations on  the  variations  of  pulse.  He  maintains  that  there  are  three 
distinct  numbers  in  the  pulse,  which  depend  upon  the  postures  of  lying, 
sitting  and  standing,  and  that  any  one  of  these  being  given,  the  others 
may  be  discovered  by  inference.  This  variation  generally  amounts,  as  its 
normal  state,  to  12,  14  or  16  beats  a  minute.  In  disease,  the  effects  of 
posture  must  be  investigated  separately  in  each  disease.  In  ascer- 
taining the  effects  of  remedies  upon  the  pulse,  therefore,  it  is  evidently 
important,  if  this  estimate  is  correct,  to  make  due  allowances  for  change 
of  position.  This  phenomenon,  he  is  inclined  to  think,  is  connected  with 
some  hydrostatic  law,  and  not  dependent  upon  vitality. 


Early  Impregnation  in  the  Cow. — A  writer  in  the  London  Lancet  states 
that  recently  a  bull  calf  less  than  three  months  old,  and  a  quay  calf  of 
about  two  months,  copulated,  and  within  nine  months  the  female  brought 
forth  her  first  born — she  and  the  offspring  being  yet  alive.  In  the  Vete- 
rinarian one  case  is  related  in  which  impregnation  took  place  in  a  calf  of 
six  months,  and  another  at  four  months. 
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Medical  Miscellantj. — A  meeting  of  1500  students  was  held  on  the  1st 
of  January,  in  London,  to  petition  parliament  for  an  alteration  in  the  ex- 
amination of  candidates  for  medical  degrees  and  licenses,  and  to  form  a 
central  student's  association.  Thus  radicalism  extends  to  all  ranks  and 
conditions  of  men  in  England.  Farewell  to  the  hest  systems  of  profes- 
sional education,  when  students  are  permitted  to  dictate  to  their  instruct- 
ed the'process  of  instruction  most  agreeable  to  themselves. — Sir  Charles 
Bell  has  provoked  the  editor  of  the  Lancet  most  egregiously  by  some  re- 
cent remarks  upon  the  subject  of  reporting  clinical  lectures  in  medical 
Journals.  He  had  better  fall  into  the  mouth  of  a  shark,  than  rouse  the 
hostility  of  Mr.  Wakley. — Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe,  Superintendent  of  the 
Blind  Asylum,  in  Boston,  has  exposed  the  charlatanism  and  gross  impos- 
ture of  a  certain  pompous  foreigner,  styling  himself  ex-something  of  a  Eu- 
ropean king,  &.c.  As  he  will  doubtless  exhibit  himself  in  all  the  principal 
cities  of  the  Union,  before  returning  to  his  native  country,  physicians  and 
surgeons  should  be  on  their  guard,  giving  him  no  quarter.  None  but  the 
ignorant  have  yet  been  duped.  The  multitude  of  certificates  which  go 
before  him,  to  prepare  the  way,  carry  on  their  face  the  impress  of  the 
possessor's  agency  in  their  construction. — M.  Poyen  has  circulated  a 
prospectus  for  the  translation  of  the  report  made  to  the  Academy  of  Med- 
icine, at  Paris,  in  1831,  on  the  subject  of  animal  magnetism.  It  will  form 
a  curious  and  instructive  volume. — Dr.  Kranefuss  details,  in  the  45th  vol.. 
JVo.  2  of  Rust's  Magazine,  a  case  of  Ceesarean  operation,  in  which  a 
male  child,  weighing  seven  pounds,  was  saved  alive,  but  the  death  of  the 
mother,  who  was  forty-two  years  of  age,  took  place  the  tenth  day  after. 
Dr.  G.  B.  Knowles  has  lately  performed  the  same  operation  successfully 
in  Ireland,  on  a  woman  who  had  received  an  injury  after  the  birth  of  her 
fourth  child,  which  caused  the  sacrum  to  project  so  as  to  narrow  the  lower 
outlet  of  the  pelvis  to  two  inches  by  one.  The  patient  recovered  in  about 
a  month. — Medical  magnetism  is  making  considerable  stir  in  London. 
The  mere  application  of  a  magnet  to  the  diseased  region,  produces,  ac- 
cording to  the  advocates  of  this  new  and  imaginary  remedy,  marvellous 
effects — quite  as  astonishing  as  animal  magnetism. — There  are  over  1829 
hospitals  in  France,  possessing  revenues  equal  to  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
— Gentlemen  wishing  for  eligible  situations  for  practising  medicine,  may 
perhaps  hear  something  to  their  advantage  by  addressing  the  editor — but 
their  letters  must  be  post-paid. — A  Dr.  Cooke,  of  Albany,  has  had  the 
honorary  degree  of  M.D.  conferred  on  him  by  Ripley  College,  Ohio. 
Why  is  the  Dr.  put  in  italics  in  the  paper  which  announces  such  important 
intelligence — and  where,  withal,  is  that  doctor-making  institution  ? — A 
Mr.  Somebody,  of  Beverly,  finds  fault  with  what  he  calls  a  medical  com- 
bination in  that  town,  to  raise  the  fees,  which  every  man  of  common  sense 
must  know  are  too  low,  even  after  this  raising  process,  by  seventy-five 
per  cent. — The  February  number  of  the  Annals  of  Phrenology  does  the 
Society,  from  which  it  emanates,  much  honor,  and  recommends  itself  to 
the  patronage  of  all  literary  people,  whether  phrenologists  or  not. — More 
cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred  in  this  city,  and  been  removed  to  the 
hospital,  the  last  week. — An  ingenious  physician,  on  whom  the  organ  of 
Constructiveness  is  conspicuous,  has  devised  an  automaton  battledore 
player,  which,  if  completed,  will  excel  any  specimen  of  mechanical  inge- 
nuity ever  exhibited  in  this  country. — The  Transcript  says  there  are 
five  or  six  persons  in  the  town  of  Coleraine,  Mass.  over  90  years  old  ; 
twenty-nine  over  80  ;  and  one  hundred  and  nineteen  over  70  !    The  popu- 
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lation  is  between  1400  and  1500  only. — Drs.  Miller  and  Son  have  repair- 
ed their  private  hospital  at  Franklin,  25  miles  from  Boston,  and  it  is  now 
ready  for  the  reception  of  patients  afflicted  with  stone,  diseases  of  the 
eye,  ulcers,  tumors,  &c.  Dr.  M.  is  Vice  President  of  the  Mass.  Med. 
Society — an  excellent  man  and  a  distinguished  operator  in  surgery. 


To  Correspondents. — A  Communication  from  Mr.  Graham,  in  defence  of  his 
system  against  the  charge  of  producing  insanity,  has  been  received  and  will  ap- 
pear next  week. 


Wa  >ie  number  of  death  s  in  Boston  Cor  tli  e  week  en  fling  March  5,  24.    Males.  10 — Females,  14. 

Of  dropsy  on  the  brain,  3— lung  fever,  3— scarlet  fever,  2 — consumption,  4 — inflammation  of  the 
bowels,  3— bilious  fever,  1 — infantile,  3 — child-bed,  1 — throat  distemper, 2 — old  age,  I — intemperance, 
1.    Stillborn,  3. 


A  GOOD  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON. 

A  physician  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts  (wishing  to  remove  from  the  Stale),  would  dispose 
of  his  place  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  A  very  eligible  location  for  a  young  gentleman.  For 
particulars,  inquire  of  the  editor  of  this  Journal  ;  if  by  mail,  post-paid.  eptf. 


INSTRUCTION  IN  DENTISTRY. 

The  undersigned  would  receive  six  pupils  who  are  desirous  of  acquiring  a  perfectly  scientific  and 
systematic  knowledge  of  practical  dentistrv.  For  terms,  apply,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  to  No.  38 
School  Street,  between  the  hours  of  12  and  2,  P.M.  HENRY  A.  DEWAR,  M.D.  M.M.S.S. 

March  9 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery     -  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        __----_______«     ]jR.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  countiy. 

The  fees  are  $100 — to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  t Tie  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


SURGICAL  NOTICE.     TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

The  attention  of  the  Medical  Profession  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  appointed  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the 
various  instruments  now  before  the  public,  for  the  treatment  of  hernia  and  radical  cure  of  this  dis- 
ease, published  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  the  present  month  (February), 
by  order  of  the  Society. 

Since  the  above  report,  important  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  different  instruments  as 
ad  ipted  to  the  varieties  of  this  disease,  and  the  improvements  referred  to  by  the  Committee,  as  being 
under  considerat  ion  at  the  time  of  the  report,  now  constitute  a  part  of  this  set  of  instruments. 

These  instruments  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  profession  only,  believing,  with  the  Committee 
above  referred  to,  that  no  Truss  capable  of  producing  a  radical  cure  in  hernia,  can  be  used  except  by 
a  surgeon,  and  that  no  Truss  should  be  applied  except  by  those  versed  in  the  anatomy  of  hernia,  and 
principles  of  surgery. 

Burgeons  throughout  the  United  States,  are  invited  to  take  an  interest  in  the  use  of  these 
instruments. 

Any  information  in  relation  to  the  above  instruments  and  method  of  treating  this  disease,  will  be 
freely  given  to  the  profession. 
See  advertisement  in  the  preceding  number  (November)  of  the  American  Journal. 

Address  (free  of  expense), 
111  South  9tk  St.  Phtlarlc'phia.  HEBER  CHASE. 


T  IE  HQ3T07Q  M  R ! )  I  ( ■  A  L  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  publisher!  "very  Wednesday,  bv  D. 
CL  VPP»  JR.  at  IS  J  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  w  lu.ni  al!  communications  must 
b  ■  a  Mr  post  paid.    J.  V.  ('.  S  WITH,  M.D.  Editor.    It  isalso  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  on  the 

Itft  of  every  month,  each  Part  con  mining  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preceding  men  tli,  stitched  in  a 
over.  — Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  .*:),. r>0  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the 
year.— Every  seventh  copy, gratis.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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PERICARDITIS. 

From  a  clinical  lecture  delivered  at  the  North  London  Hospital,  by  Dr. 
Elliotson,  we  extract  the  following  practical  remarks  on  the  above-named 
disease,  founded  on  a  case  in  that  hospital. 

The  next  case  had  been  a  well-marked  case  of  pericarditis,  which 
disease  was  entirely  removed  before  her  admission.  The  patient,  a  wo- 
man aged  29,  was  admitted  on  the  29th  of  August.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  week  in  October,  the  report  at  her  admission  was,  that  "  she  had 
menstruated  sparingly,  and  with  great  pain,  this  being  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  catamenia  for  seven  weeks.  A  week  ago  she  was  seized 
with  difficulty  of  breathing,  pain  in  the  chest,  increased  on  inspiration, 
and  a  short  dry  cough.  She  had  a  severe  shooting  pain  in  the  cardiac 
region,  which  went  through  to  the  left  shoulder  and  down  the  arm  as  far 
as  the  elbow.  There  was  also  great  tenderness  over  the  cardiac  region, 
on  pressing  the  ribs  down  hard  ;  and  on  pressing  between  the  ribs,  and 
also  pressing  up  against  the  diaphragm.  The  action  of  the  heart  became 
rapid  and  irregular.  There  was  extreme  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver, 
the  lips  were  livid,  the  tongue  was  brown,  and  there  was  globus  hysteri- 
cus. She  was  bled  three  times  in  the  arm.  Thirty  leeches  were  ap- 
plied to  the  side,  and  she  took  the  mercury  to  ptyalism.  This  treatment 
produced  considerable  relief." 

Now,  it  is  at  this  period  of  life — that  is  to  say,  just  before  puberty  to 
the  end  of  the  young  adult  age,  that  pericarditis  principally  takes  place. 
It  occurs  most  frequently,  I  should  say,  between  the  ages  of  10  and  30. 
No  case  could  be  better  characterized  than  this.  There  was  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  heart,  shooting  up  to  the  shoulder  and  down  the  left  arm  as 
far  as  the  elbow.  Jt  is  very  common  for  the  pain  to  stop  at  the  elbow, 
and  I  have  seen  it  in  many  instances  stop  an  inch  short  of  the  elbow. 
In  other  cases  it  will  run  down  the  whole  arm,  and  stop  at  the  wrist,  and 
in  many  cases  I  have  seen  it  stop  an  inch  above  the  wrist.  It  has  been 
said  by  Dr.  Andral,  that  pericarditis  occurs  frequently  without  pain.  I 
believe  it  frequently  occurs  without  pain,  according  to  the  patient's  ac- 
count, but  I  have  never  yet  seen  a  case  which  I  have  suspected  to  be 
pericarditis,  or  which  was  proved  after  death  to  be  pericarditis,  in  which 
I  did  not  discover  pain  upon  examination,  that  is  to  say,  on  pressing 
down  upon  the  pericardium,  or  pressing  up  against  the  pericardium  below 
the  cartilages.  The  action  of  the  heart  is  generally  rapid,  as  it  was  in 
this  case.  Here  it  was  irregular.  It  does  not  always  seem  to  be  irregu- 
lar ;  sometimes  the  pulse  is  found  to  be  full,  and  sometimes  it  is  very 
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small.  Now  the  treatment  that  had  been  adopted  before  her  admission, 
appeared  to  me  to  have  entirely  removed  her  complaint ;  at  least  so  far 
to  have  subdued  it,  that  no  continuation  or  repetition  of  the  measures 
then  used  were  necessary.  She  was  in  a  state  of  extreme  debility,  her 
pulse  was  106,  but  the  local  symptoms  appeared  to  have  given  way  so 
considerably,  that  1  had  very  little  doubt  that  if  she  was  kept  perfectly 
still,  and  allowed  nothing  but  the  mildest  food,  she  would  do  well.  I 
therefore  contented  myself  with  ordering  her  gruel,  barley-water,  and  a 
pint  of  milk  a  day.  Her  gums  were  tender  with  the  mercury  which  had 
been  given,  and  her  bowels  were  relaxed ;  she  was  therefore  directed  to 
take  two  ounces  of  chalk  mixture  after  every  loose  evacuation.  The 
gentleman  who  treated  her  before  she  came  into  the  hospital  (Mr.  Bry- 
ant), was  a  clinical  clerk  here  a  few  months  ago,  and  he  seemed  to  have 
made  the  diagnosis  with  great  accuracy,  and  to  have  treated  her  actively 
and  exceedingly  well.  In  fact,  in  all  probability,  her  life  was  saved  by 
his  treatment.  She  went  out  on  the  15th  perfectly  recovered,  no  me- 
dicine having  been  given  to  her  after  her  admission,  except  the  little 
chalk  mixture  to  restrain  the  action  of  her  bowels. 


DEATH   FROM   TAKING  MORISON'S  PILLS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Westminster  Medical  Society,  in  November  last, 
Dr.  Johnson,  in  answer  to  a  call  from  Dr.  Granville,  detailed  the  post- 
mortem appearances  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Porter,  aged  39  years,  who  died  from 
effects  caused  by  taking  Morison's  pills.  The  abdomen  was  rather  tu- 
mid and  distended ;  peritoneum  healthy  ;  stomach  inflamed,  presenting 
slight  abrasions  of  the  mucous  coat ;  no  changes  in  the  duodenum  ;  jeju- 
num and  ileum  twisted  in  different  parts  one  with  the  other,  and  the 
morbid  parts  had  assumed  the  color  of  dark  mahogany,  with  distinct  de- 
marcations of  healthy  surfaces  ;  the  vessels  were  injected,  and  from  their 
capillary  extremities  blood  was  extravasated  ;  there  were  no  traces  of 
ulceration,  the  mucous  surface  being  simply  abraded.  The  parietes  of 
the  heart  were  rather  thicker  than  usual,  probably  the  commencement 
of  an  hypertrophied  condition.  The  bloodvessels  of  the  brain  were  con- 
gested throughout,  but  there  were  no  other  morbid  changes  affecting  the 
substance  of  that  organ.  In  answer  to  a  question  whether  the  pills  had 
ceased  to  produce  any  action  some  time  prior  to  death,  Dr.  Johnson  said 
that  the  medical  gentleman  in  attendance,  and  the  friends  of  the  deceas- 
ed, had  informed  him,  that  ten  days  prior  to  her  death  she  was  recom- 
mended to  give  to  one  of  her  children,  who  was  troubled  with  palpitation 
of  the  heart,  some  of  "  Morison's  Pills ;  "  she  complied,  but  the  child 
got  worse.  Presently  the  mother  had  pain  in  the  head,  and  she  also 
took  them,  in  doses  such  as  we  have  before  described,  producing,  shortly 
after,  distressing  vomiting  and  violent  purging ;  and  her  adviser  remarked, 
that  the  more  actively  they  operated,  the  greater  number  of  pills  it  was 
necessary  to  take!  An  increase  in  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  neces- 
sarily followed.  The  friends  finding  her  becoming  rapidly  worse,  sent 
for  Mr.  B  ,  a  medical  practitioner,  who  found  her  comatose,  in  which 
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state  she  remained  up  to  the  period  of  her  death,  four  days  after  com- 
mencing to  take  the  pills.  The  last  day  or  two  prior  to  the  fatal  event, 
the  bowels  had  ceased  to  act,  and  at  the  post-mortem  examination  they 
were  simply  distended  with  air.  He  (Dr.  J.)  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  death  was  occasioned  by  the  pills,  from  the  fact  that  some  portions 
of  the  tube  were  highly  diseased,  whilst  other  portions  were  perfectly 
healthy  ;  and  where  the  lodgement  of  the  irritating  substances  had  taken 
place,  there  the  changes  were  evident,  and  the  contractions  appeared  as 
if  tied  with  a  piece  of  silk,  while  there  no  morbid  adhesions  had  super- 
vened ;  these  contractions,  when  found  in  the  healthy  portions  of  the 
canal,  were  a  positive  evidence  of  their  having  been  produced  by  the 
direct  application  of  an  irritating  substance.  But  he  did  not  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  he  believed  that  other  powerful  pills,  taken  in  the 
same  enormous  quantities,  would  not  have  occasioned  the  same  result. 
(The  virtues  of  this  quack  medicine,  however,  are  said  to  reside  in  large 
doses.)  The  affection  of  the  head  was  attributed  to  the  large  doses  of 
ext.  conii,*  which  the  pills,  by  analysis,  were  found  to  contain. 

Mr.  Verral  said  he  had  been  requested  to  attend  an  old  patient,  who, 
he  was  convinced,  had  also  met  with  his  death  from  the  same  cause  ; 
and  in  whom  the  pills  and  other  aperients,  towards  the  close,  ceased  to 
produce  any  action.  After  death  an  immense  mass  of  the  pills  and 
of  oil  was  found  wedged  in  the  intestinal  canal,  in  so  putrid  a  state, 
and  emitting  so  powerful  an  effluvium,  that  the  like  he  never  before 
encountered. 


GRAHAMISM  NOT  A  CAUSE  OF  INSANITY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Some  two  or  three  weeks  since,  a  professional  gentleman,  of  high 
respectability,  called  on  me  and  informed  me  that  Dr.  Lee,  of  the  Insane 
Hospital  at  Charlestown,  had  written  an  article  which  he  intended  to 
publish  in  your  Journal,  and  in  which  he  had  asserted,  and  endeavored 
to  prove,  that  what  is  now  popularly  called  "  the  Graham  system  "  was 
peculiarly  adapted  to  cause  insanity,  and  that  it  had  actually  produced 
several  cases  already.  I  confess  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  this  informa- 
tion, and  had  it  not  been  so  direct  and  so  authentic  I  should  have  given 
no  credit  to  it ; — for  it  was  not  easy  to  believe  that  a  physician  of  any 
standing,  and  who  had  the  least  regard  for  his  professional  character, 
would  venture  to  advance  so  absurd — not  to  say  so  ridiculous  an  opinion. 
But  I  find  Dr.  Lee  has  really  made  his  appearance  in  your  Journal,  ac- 
cording to  the  forewarnings  which  I  had  received.  When  I  first  read 
his  article,  I  acknowledge  that  my  indignation  was  somewhat  excited.  It 
appeared  to  me  to  be  a  wanton  and  wicked  attempt  to  destroy  my  influ- 
ence, and  the  cause  of  humanity  in  which  I  am  engaged,  by  a  most  pal- 


*  We  believe  the  manufacturer,  in  order  to  baffle  the  analyst,  changes  his  formula  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  ingredients  that  give  to  his  pills  their  powerful  drastic  aperient  quality),  as  it  best 
pleases  his  fancy,  when  preparing  the  means  of  deception,  for  no  two  analyses  furnish  the  like  pro 
duct.— Rep. 
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pably  disingenuous  and  dishonest  tissue  of  groundless  assertion,  misre- 
presentations and  false  statements.  Yet  had  it  been  of  such  a  character 
as  to  exhaust  its  effects  on  myself  alone,  I  should  have  regarded  it  as 
unworthy  of  my  consideration.  But  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  resist 
the  conviction,  that,  whether  so  designed  or  not,  it  was  most  highly 
calculated  to  effect  immense  mischief  by  exciting  the  fears  of  the  weak 
and  the  timid,  and  thus  producing  the  very  results  be  has  charged  on 
the  "  Graham^  system."  The  power  of  a  morbidly  excited  imagination 
on  the  intellectual  organs  and  the  nervous  system  generally,  is  well 
known  ;  and  there  are  few  individuals  of  great  nervous  irritability — be 
their  dietetic  habits  what  they  may — who  would  not  be  far,  very  far, 
more  likely  to  become  insane  by  being  seriously  and  solemnly  assured 
by  a  physician  that  they  certainly  would  lose  their  reason  and  become 
deranged — especially  if  they  considered  the  physician's  station  and 
knowledge  such  as  to  entitle  his  opinion  to  any  respect. 

Taking  this  view  of  Dr.  Lee's  attack  on  "  Grahamism"  I  could  not  but 
regard  it  as  a  most  dangerous  article  to  be  thrown  before  the  public  ;  and  I 
therefore  felt  myself  in  duty  bound  to  make  such  a  reply  to  it,  as  its  terrify- 
ing and  dangerous  character  and  apparently  wicked  design  demanded. 
Under  such  views  and  feelings  I  replied  to  Dr.  Lee  with  all  the  severity  I 
then  thought  his  article  deserved.  But  having  finished  my  reply,  and  re- 
flected much  on  the  subject,  I  concluded  that  the  matter  was  of  far  too 
much  importance  to  the  public,  and  to  the  great  cause  of  philanthropy,  to  be 
disposed  of  in  a  hasty  and  excited  manner :  and  I  therefore  resolved  to 
have  an  interview  with  Dr.  Lee,  and  if  possible  to  draw  out  from  him  such 
information  as  wrould  enable  me  to  place  the  whole  matter  before  the  pub- 
lic in  its  true  form  and  light.  I  accordingly  withheld  my  reply  from  your 
last  number,  and  went  over  to  Charlestown,  in  company  with  a  medical 
gentleman  of  this  city,  and  spent  an  hour  or  two  in  conversation  with 
Dr.  Lee  :  and  although  he  decidedly  refused  to  give  me  that  information 
which  I  desired,  and  which  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  demand  of  him,  yet 
I  am  very  glad  that  I  did  not  publish  my  reply  before  seeing  him. 

One  of  the  greatest  sources  of  error  in  all  controversies  of  this  kind,  is 
the  powerful  propensity  in  almost  every  human  breast,  to  attribute  much 
more  wickedness  of  motive  and  much  less  honesty  of  purpose  and  good- 
ness of  design  to  an  antagonist  than  he  really  deserves.  This  source  of 
error  is  glaringly  manifest  in  Dr.  Lee's  attack  on  me  ;  and  would  proba- 
bly have  been  as  manifest  in  my  reply  to  him,  had  1  not  had  an  inter- 
view with  him  before  1  suffered  my  reply  to  go  to  the  press.  An  hour's 
conversation  with  him,  however,  wholly  subdued  my  indignation,  and  left 
in  my  breast  none  but  the  kindest  of  feelings  towards  him.  I  found  him 
a  very  gentlemanly  and  intelligent  young  man  ;  and — what  in  my  esti- 
mation is  above  everything  else — a  professed  believer  in  the  religion  of 
the  gospel. 

The  result  of  my  interview  with  Dr.  Lee  was  this.  T  was  convinced 
that  in  writing  and  publishing  his  attack  on  me,  he  was  actuated  by  what 
be  believed  to  be  good  motives  and  correct  feelings.  He  had,  from  a 
very  limited  knowledge  of  (lie  subject,  persuaded  himself  that  I  was  either 
a  very  designing  man  or  under  a  great  delusion,  and  that  in  either  case, 
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I  had  already  done  much  mischief  in  society,  and,  if  not  arrested  in  my 
career,  should  in  all  probability  do  much  more  ;  and  therefore  he  consi- 
dered it  his  duty  to  utter  the  cry  of  alarm  and  warn  society  of  its  danger. 
But  I  was  also  convinced  that  he  had  volunteered  in  this  cause  without 
due  preparation.  He  had  not  given  that  attention  to  the^subject  which 
its  immense  importance  and  profound  intricacy  require.  The  science  of 
vitality,  and  of  intellect  as  connected  with  animal  and  organic  life,  is 
reallv  but  little  understood,  even  by  most  of  those  who  have  given  consi- 
derable attention  to  the  subject,  while  the  great  body  of  mankind  know 
nothing  about  it.  But  as  no  man  can,.from  his  own  consciousness,  deter- 
mine how  far  his  knowledge  exceeds  or  falls  short  of  that  of  another  man, 
each  is  inclined  to  feel  that  his  knowledge  is  as  good  as  that  of  any  body 
else  :  and  hence  we  continually  meet  with  individuals  who  offer  their 
opinions  with  much  confidence  on  subjects  whose  great  depth  and  intri- 
cacy they  have  never  even  dreamed  of. 

But  to  the  article  of  Dr.  Lee.— "  I  was  highly  gratified,"  says  he,  "  to 
find  Dr.  Bell's  essay  to  be,  in  general,  what  I  regard  as  the  true  doctrine 
upon  this  subject."  And  what  is  true  of  Dr.  Bell's  essay  ?  Take  it  and 
strike  out  all  those  passages  in  which  he  indulges  in  sneer  and  sarcasm 
about  modern  Pythagoreans,  &c.  without  adding  anything  to  the  strength 
of  his  position — and  then  read  his  connected  argument  attentively,  and 
you  will  find  that  all  his  facts  and  reasonings  go  decidedly  to  favor  the 
"  Graham  system."  He,  in  the  first  place,  shows  correctly  and  conclu- 
sively that  the  evidence  of  comparative  anatomy  proves  man  to  be  natu- 
rally a  fruit  and  vegetable-eating  animal.  "  Naturalists,"  says  he,  "  have 
evidently  been  predetermined  to  make  him,  by  the  rules  of  natural  sci- 
ence, an  omnivorous  animal.  To  arrive  at  this,  however,  they  seem 
rather  to  have  been  forced  to  jump  to  a  conclusion,  than  to  arrive  at  it  by 
a  legitimate  deduction"  He  then,  in  the  regular  concatenation  of  his 
argument,  goes  on  to  show  that  the  people  of  New  England  are  in  danger 
of  eating  flesh  too  freely  : — he  admits  "  that  one  of  the  most  crying 
abuses  in  our  system  of  diet,  is  the  over-abundant  employment  of  flesh," 
and  with  much  propriety  he  cautions  the  people  of  New  England  against 
this  evil.  He  declares  that  "  he  has  found,  on  pretty  extended  investi- 
gation into  the  habits  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  part  of  the  country  where 
he  resides,  who  were  pre-eminent  for  health,  longevity  and  bodily  strength 
(so  much  so,  that  a  distinguished  collector  of  statistical  facts  has  drawn 
most  of  his  illustrations  and  premises  on  longevity  from  them),  that  a 
much  less  amount  of  animal  food  ivas  formerly  employed  than  at  the 
present  day."  It  is  true  that  Dr.  Bell  freely  intersperses  his  facts  and 
reasonings  of  this  kind  with  gratuitous  assertions  and  sneers  of  a  contrary 
bearing  : — but  still,  I  say,  take  Dr.  Bell's  dissertation,  and  strip  it  of  all 
extraneous  matter — all  gratuitous  assertion  and  unbecoming  sneer  and 
sarcasm,  and  reduce  it  to  its  naked  principles,  facts  and  reasonings,  and 
every  unprejudiced  reader  will  unhesitatingly  admit  that  its  aim  is  to 
dissuade  mankind  from  eating  flesh.  And  excepting  the  single  ques- 
tion of  the  necessity  for  flesh  in  the  diet  of  man,  Dr.  Bell's  essay 
almost  perfectly  coincides  with  my  written  lectures.  In  regard  to  quan- 
tity, mastication,  deglutition,  &c.  he.  they  so  nearly  agree,  that  one 
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might  well  be  considered  a  copy  of  the  other,  if  such  a  thing  had  been 
possible. 

Dr.  Lee  is  sorry  that  I  did  not  immediately  attempt  a  refutation  of  Dr. 
Bell's  argument.  It  is  difficult  to  satisfy  those  who  are  determined  not 
to  be  satisfied.  I  have  repeatedly  stated  that,  between  Dr.  Bell  and 
myself,  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  anatomical  argument. 
On  the  physiological  ground,  Dr.  Bell  offers  no  argument.  He  merely 
asserts  his  fundamental  position,  and  then  goes  on  to  build  his  superstruc- 
ture upon  it;  and  I  have  already  stated  two  or  three  times,  that  the 
physiological  evidence  is  extended  over  so  wide  a  field,  that  it  cannot, 
with  any  propriety,  be  presented  in  your  Journal,  but  shall  be  presented 
in  another  form  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  Such  a  work,"  says  Dr.  Lee,  "  cannot  fail  to  be  useful,  he.  provid- 
ed it  is  an  honest  and  complete  disclosure  of  all  his  observations.  But 
will  Mr.  G.  give  the  result  of  all  his  cases — of  the  ultimate  as  well  as 
the  immediate  effects  of  his  experiments  ?  "  I  marvel  that  an  honest 
mind,  and  more  especially  that  a  heart  imbued  with  the  charity  of  the 
blessed  gospel,  could  have  put  such  a  question.  But  I  will  find  an  apo- 
logy for  Dr.  Lee  in  the  error  and  prejudice  under  which  he  was  laboring. 
Yet,  in  the  name  of  truth  and  humanity,  let  me  ask — what  inducement 
does  he  suppose  I  can  have  to  be  dishonest  in  such  a  matter?  Can  he 
join  with  the  vulgar  herd,  in  the  notion  that  I  am  pushing  this  enterprise 
as  a  mere  money-making  scheme  ;  regardless  of  every  other  consideration 
than  my  pecuniary  success  ?  I  should  be  more  stupid  than  what  Dr. 
Lee  seems  to  regard  as  essential  to  mental  sanity,  if  such  were  my  ob- 
ject— for,  of  all  subjects  in  nature,  T  have  chosen  the  last  that  a  wise  or 
a  cunning  man  would  select  for  such  a  purpose.  The  veriest  imbecile 
in  the  community  would  know  better  than  to  expect  that  an  opposition 
to  all  the  darling  customs,  indulgences  and  appetites  of  mankind,  would 
be  the  best  way  to  open  men's  purses,  and  induce  them  to  give  their 
money  to  the  opposer.  How  much  easier  and  more  successful  would  it 
have  been  for  me  to  get  up  a  course  of  some  half  a  dozen  lectures  on  the 
ground  assumed  by  Dr.  Bell — merely  regulating,  in  some  slight  degree, 
the  customs  already  existing  in  society.  And  with  how  much  greater 
and  more  certain  pecuniary  success  might  I  have  devoted  myself  to  lec- 
turing on  phrenology,  geology,  and  several  other  subjects — and  with 
one-fourth  part  of  the  study  that  I  have  given  to  physiology. 

But  perhaps  Dr.  Lee  will  take  up  another  cry  of  the  vulgar  herd,  and 
say  that  I  am  seeking  notoriety  and  fame  ;  and  that  for  this  consideration 
I  am  zealously  pushing  forward  my  enterprise,  regardless  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  society  and  of  the  health  and  happiness  of  my  fellow  creatures. 
Yet  is  it  possible  Dr.  Lee  can  suspect  me  of  such  a  low  measure  of  con- 
temptible ambition  as  to  desire  to  associate  my  name  with  the  charlatans 
and  empirics,  who  are  ever  and  anon  rising  up  and  blustering  themselves 
into  a  brief  notoriety,  merely  to  render  themselves  odious  to  the  wise  and 
virtuous,  and  then  sink  into  their  native  oblivion,  or  only  be  remembered 
with  infamy  ?  In  the  full  honesty  of  my  soul  I  will  confess  that  I  should 
be  glad  to  be  worthy  of  being  remembered  as  a  benefactor  of  my  race, 
and  that  I  am  earnestly  endeavoring  to  render  myself  thus  worthy.  But 
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I  assure  Dr.  Lee  I  am  not  so  ignorant  of  the  history  of  the  world,  and  of 
the  nature  of  man  and  things,  but  that  I  well  know  that  however  noto- 
rious a  man  may  make  himself  while  living,  if  his  reputation  is  not  found- 
ed on  the  deep  and  immutable  principles  of  truth,  he  cannot  hope  to  be 
remembered  with  honor  by  those  who  shall  come  after  him.  I  well 
know  that  if  the  system  which  I  am  teaching  is  in  any  degree  fallacious, 
whatever  may  be  my  success  in  keeping  it  alive  while  1  continue  to  urge 
it  on,  yet  in  all  that  it  is  defective  it  must  ultimately  and  inevitably  de- 
tract from  my  reputation,  and  throw  suspicion  on  the  soundness  of  my 
judgment,  or  the  purity  of  my  motives.  I  know  if  the  system  which  I 
teach  should  in  the  end  prove  to  be  founded  in  error,  and  incompatible 
with  the  constitutional  interests  of  man,  and  destructive  to  the  health  and 
happiness  of  my  fellow  creatures,  I  must  sooner  or  later  be  regarded 
either  as  an  exceedingly  deluded  man,  or  as  a  base  deceiver,  who  was 
willing  to  sacrifice  the  welfare  of  others  to  secure  for  himself  a  temporary 
notoriety,  or  a  pecuniary  emolument.  I  know,  too,  if  I  should  discover 
any  or  all  of  the  doctrines  which  I  teach  to  be  erroneous,  and  promptly 
forsake  them  and  acknowledge  my  error,  and  go  on  to  teach  what  I  found 
to  be  really  true  with  the  same  zeal  that  I  now  manifest,  I  should  lose 
no  reputation  by  it,  but  should  secure  the  confidence  of  all,  that  \  was 
actuated  by  the  love  of  the  truth  and  the  spirit  of  philanthropy,  and  thus 
take  the  only  course  by  which  I  could  rationally  hope  to  be  remembered 
with  honor  as  a  philanthropist.  Now,  then,  I  ask  again,  what  motive 
can  Dr.  Lee  suppose  I  can  have  to  be  dishonest  in  my  statements,  or  in 
any  manner  to  keep  back  the  truth  ?  I  say  to  him,  then,  with  as  entire 
honesty  of  soul  as  I  could  have  at  the  bar  of  God — "  Mr.  Graham  will 
give  the  result  of  all  his  cases,  of  the  ultimate  as  well  as  the  immediate 
effects  of  his  experiments,"  so  far  as  his  knowledge  extends.  You  shall 
have  all  the  facts  that  I  know  of,  if  you  desire  them  ;  for  be  assured  you 
cannot  be  more  anxious  to  know  everything  concerning  the  subject,  than 
I  am  to  have  you. 

Had  Dr.  Lee,  by  careful  and  accurate  observation  and  investigation, 
ascertained  any  serious  defects  or  errors  or  dangerous  tendencies  in  the 
principles  which  I  teach,  and  with  the  fairness  of  a  candid  man  presented 
them  to  me,  I  can  assure  him  that  no  man  living  would  more  readily  or 
more  gladly  and  thankfully  have  received  his  corrections  than  I  should 
have  done.  But  when  he  comes  forward  to  present  his  charges  with 
such  evident  disingenuousness — such  a  strong  prejudice — it  is  not  possi- 
ble for  me,  nor  for  any  one  who  is  capable  of  judging  in  the  case,  to  place 
entire  confidence  in  his  statements.  As  if  determined  to  make  out  his 
case,  at  the  sacrifice  of  whatever  may  be  in  his  way,  he  hesitates  not  to 
accuse  every  one  of  insanity  who  opposes  his  design.  There  is  not  a 
cultivated  and  candid  individual  in  the  civilized  world  that  can  read  his 
communication  without  being  shocked  at  the  apparent  wantonness  with 
which  he  endeavors  to  throw  the  suspicion  of  insanity  on  every  one 
whose  experience  contradicts  his  favorite  theory.  I  do  not  profess  to 
be  deeply  read  in  civil  law;  but  certainly  if  there  be  any  efficiency  in 
law  to  protect  individuals  from  the  grossest  outrages  upon  character,  this 
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production  of  Dr.  Lee  has  rendered  him  highly  ohnoxious  to  a  penal 
process. 

Dr.  Lee  "  earnestly  calls  upon  the  members  of  the  medical  profession, 
and  the  philanthropists  of  every  profession,  in  those  towns  where  Mr. 
Graham  and  his  disciples  have  lectured,  to  give  us  the  results  of  the  sys- 
tem of  living  he  recommends."  Most  heartily  would  I  join  with  Dr. 
Lee  in  this  call,  if  all  those  on  whom  we  make  the  call  would  honestly 
and  faithfully  examine  every  case  in  all  its  details,  on  which  they  were 
to  report,  before  they  made  out  their  report.  But  Dr.  Lee  ought  to 
know,  and  I  presume  he  does  know,  that  not  only  in  those  places  where 
I  have  lectured,  but  everywhere  else,  all  persons,  of  every  profession  and 
description,  who  have  not  heard  my  lectures,  and  fairly  and  honestly 
examined  my  principles,  are  most  rankly  prejudiced  against  me  and  my 
doctrines,  and  feel  the  strongest  desire  to  prove  me  and  my  doctrines 
erroneous  and  pernicious.  Now,  then,  how  is  it  possible  for  such  per- 
sons to  report  with  any  candor  or  honesty,  in  regard  to  the  results  of  the 
system  of  living  which  I  teach?  If  they  find  an  individual  who  has  at- 
tended my  lectures,  or  in  any  measure  adopted  the  principles  which  I 
teach,  and  afterwards  become  sick,  or  insane,  or  defunct,  will  they  not, 
with  the  utmost  alacrity  and  feeling  of  triumph — without  taking  the  least 
pains  to  ascertain  whether  there  may  not  have  been  other  and  ample 
causes  for  the  effects — confidently  assert  that  such  a  person  was  made 
sick  by  the  Graham  system — such  a  person  was  made  insane  by  the 
Graham  system — and  such  a  person  was  killed  by  the  Graham  system  ? 
Take  Dr.  Lee  himself,  for  instance.  He  is  a  physician  in  the  Insane 
Hospital  at  Charlestown,  and,  if  I  am  correctly  informed  (by  medical 
gentlemen  of  high  reputation  in  Boston),  was  a  student  under  the  late 
Dr.  Todd,  of  Hartford,  and  belongs  to  the  Brunonian  school,  or  stimu- 
lating system  of  practice,  and  treats  his  insane  patients  upon  this  princi- 
ple, making  a  free  use,  in  his  practice,  of  flesh,  wine  and  opium.  Now, 
then,  Dr.  Lee  feels  himself  justified  in  this  practice  by  the  whole  course 
of  his  professional  education,  and  confirmed  in  it  by  his  own  personal  and 
professional  experience,  although  he  must  know  that  that  experience  is 
wholly  ex  parte; — and  while  he  entertains  these  views  and  feelings,  he 
must  of  necessity  regard  diametrically  opposite  views  as  entirely  errone- 
ous, and  by  all  his  partiality  for  his  own  views  and  his  desire  to  support 
and  defend  them,  he  must  necessarily  be  disposed  to  prove  the  contrary 
views  in  the  wrong:  and  therefore  it  is  morally  impossible  for  him  to 
make  correct  statements  concerning  views  towards  which  he  feels  such  a 
powerful  hostility.  If  any  one  doubts  this,  let  him  consider  the  contra- 
dictory statements  and  assertions  which  have  been  made  by  hundreds  of 
physicians  on  the  subject  of  contagion  and  non-contagion. 

But,  to  Dr.  Lee's  questions.  "  How  many  who  adopted  this  system 
of  living,  with  their  physiological  and  psychological  powers  in  full  vigor, 
lost  that  vigor  and  sunk  into  a  state  of  greater  or  less  mental  and  physical 
imbecility  ?  "  To  this  question,  I  reply,  that  the  great  majority  of  those 
who  have  attended  my  lectures,  have  been  such  as  were  more  or  less 
afflicted  with  chronic  disease  of  some  kind  or  other  ;  and  so  far  as  I  know, 
very  few  who  were  in  full  health  and  vigor  have  ever  in  any  considerable 


Grahamism  not  a  Cause  of  Insanity. 


93 


measure  adopted  the  system  which  I  teach.  More  than  nine-tenths  of 
those  who  have  adopted  it,  have  been  chronic  invalids  ;  and  these  have 
been  afflicted  with  almost  every  known  form  of  disease  that  "  flesh  is 
heir  to."  To  suppose  that  any  regimen  or  mode  of  treatment  can  save 
every  individual,  whatever  may  be  the  kind  or  stage  of  the  disease,  is 
egregiously  unreasonable.  Some  who  have  adopted  the  system  in  the 
last  stage  of  pulmonary  consumption,  have  of  course  died  ;  yet  in  all  such 
cases  that  I  have  seen  or  heard  of,  there  has  always  been  a  very  great 
mitigation  of  distressing  symptoms,  and  the  last  days  and  hours  have  been 
comparatively  free  from  pain,  and  the  death  easy  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  large  number  of  persons  who  were  laboring  under  very  alarming 
symptoms,  and  apparently  in  a  very  advanced  stage  of  pulmonary  con- 
sumption, have  adopted  the  system  and  recovered  excellent  health,  after 
having  been  subjects  of  unsuccessful  medical  treatment,  in  some  instances 
for  several  years. 

Another  class  who  have  adopted  the  system,  are  those  who  have  al- 
most destroyed  their  constitution  by  excessive  masturbation  in  early  life, 
and  afterward  endeavored  to  brace  up  their  feeble  powers  by  a  generous 
diet  of  flesh,  high-seasoning,  wine,  and  various  tonics.  These,  on  adopt- 
ing the  system,  have  very  generally  at  first  experienced  considerable 
diminution  of  muscular  power,  and  loss  of  weight ;  but  where  they  have 
persevered  with  any  consistency,  they  have  invariably  improved  in  every 
respect,  and  in  the  course  of  twelve  months  have  been  restored  to  excel- 
lent health,  and  much  greater  vigor  than  they  ever  before  possessed. 

Another  class  who  have  adopted  the  system,  are  those  who,  having 
found  themselves  breaking  down  under  their  dietetic  excesses,  had  re- 
course to  hygeian  pills,  steaming,  lobelia,  &ic.  and  followed  up  the  use  of 
these  till  they  had  prostrated  all  the  powers  of  their  digestive  organs,  and 
brought  upon  themselves  very  painful  and  alarming  symptoms  of  disease  ; 
and  in  this  situation  they  have  been  indliced  to  try  in  some  measure  the 
efficacy  of  the  system  which  I  teach.  These  having  kept  themselves 
up  by  stimulants  as  long  as  they  could,  and  then  suddenly  cut  off  all,  and 
taken  to  a  mild  unstimulating  vegetable  diet,  have  generally  experienced 
a  considerable  increase  of  debility,  at  first  ;  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  with 
one  exception,  they  have  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  months  begun  to 
improve,  and  in  twelve  or  fifteen  months  have  been  restored  to  health. 
In  one  instance,  an  interesting  young  man  came  to  me  completely  pros- 
trated in  all  his  physiological  powers  ; — he  was  not  able  to  walk  without 
support.  He  told  me  that  for  one  year  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  tak- 
ing a  very  large  dose  of  hygeian  pills  every  night  on  going  to  bed,  and 
eating  freely  of  beef-steak,  roast-beef,  he.  the  next  day.  For  a  while, 
at  first,  he  increased  in  strength,  and  very  rapidly  gained  in  weight ;  but 
in  a  few  months  began  to  lose,  and  had  continued  to  fail  till  he  was  re- 
duced to  the  condition  I  found  him  in.  T  saw  no  reason  to  hope  that  he 
could  live  long,  and  gave  him  no  encouragement  to  adopt  the  "  Graham 
system  ;  "  but  he  informed  me  that  flesh  and  everything  stimulating 
distressed  him  exceedingly,  and  I  told  him  that  a  pure  vegetable  diet, 
under  proper  general  regulations,  would  probably  alleviate  his  distress, 
and  make  the  remnant  of  his  days  the  most  comfortable.    This,  he 
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afterwards  told  me,  he  found  to  be  true,  but  he  did  not  live  more  than 
three  months. 

In  short,  then,  though  it  has  perhaps  been  generally  true  that  those 
who  have  adopted  the  system  of  living  which  I  teach,  have,  for  from 
three  weeks  to  three  months,  experienced  a  greater  or  less  degree  of 
physiological  depression,  or  diminution  of  physical  power,  on  forsaking  a 
more  for  a  less  stimulating  diet,  yet,  with  the  particular  exceptions  I  have 
named,  I  have  never  known  any  to  fail  of  improving  greatly  in  health  in 
the  course  of  twelve  months,  and,  in  almost  every  instance  that  I  have 
known  or  heard  of,  they  have  in  that  time  been  restored  to  excellent 
health  in  every  respect ;  and  this,  too,  in  many  cases,  after  having  suf- 
fered exceedingly  with  painful  disease  of  five,  ten,  twenty,  and  even  thirty 
years  standing. 

In  all  these  cases,  so  far  as  I  have  known  or  heard,  there  has  been  a 
decided,  and  in  most  instances  a  very  great  increase  of  bodily  power. 
Farmers,  mechanics,  and  laborers  of  every  description,  have  found  them- 
selves able  to  endure  labor  for  a  longer  time  and  to  accomplish  more  in  a 
given  time.  And  if  their  own  testimony  can  be  taken,  they  have  all  ex- 
perienced an  increase  of  intellectual  clearness  and  power.  But  Dr.  Lee 
ought  to  know  the  difference  between  intellectual  power  and  intellectual 
cultivation  or  wealth.  An  individual  may  have  great  intellectual  power, 
and  yet  have  very  little  intellectual  cultivation  and  discipline.  Correct 
habits  of  living  will  greatly  increase  a  man's  intellectual  power  to  become 
a  profound  mathematician,  but  will  not  make  him  a  mathematician  with- 
out the  study  of  that  science. 

Question  second. — How  many  became  insane  ?  I  will  answer  this  as 
far  as  I  know.  J.  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  my  lectures  and  partially 
adopted  the  system  of  living.  When  he  commenced  attending,  and  dur- 
ing the  whole  course  and  for  some  time  afterward,  his  mind  was  in  a  state 
of  deep  perplexity  on  the  subject  of  religion  ;  whenever  I  met  him  he 
talked  on  this  subject : — he  was  unsettled  about  his  creed.  Very  soon 
after  he  partially  adopted  the  "  Graham  system,"  and  before  it  could 
have  had  any  considerable  effect  on  him,  I  heard  it  rumored  that  he  was 
deranged.  I  called  at  his  house  and  found  his  family  in  great  trouble 
concerning  him  ;  I  then  found  him  and  talked  with  him  an  hour  or  two, 
but  perceived  not  the  least  symptom  of  insanity  about  him.  He  said  he 
had  misjudged  in  making  a  bargain,  and  his  friends  had  called  it  insanity. 
It  was  undoubtedly  a  species  of  that  same  kind  of  insanity  that  men  of 
business,  who  enter  into  new  speculations,  are  every  day  exhibiting.  I 
advised  him  and  his  friends  what  course  I  thought  it  best  for  him  and 
them  to  pursue,  and  have  heard  nothing  more  of  his  insanity.  Another 
gentleman,  of  great  nervous  excitability,  whose  constitution  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly injured  in  youth,  attended  my  lectures  in  New  York,  and  to 
a  considerable  extent  adopted  the  "  Graham  system."  His  health  im- 
proved very  much  in  every  respect.  The  season  of  business  came  on. 
He  was  a  man  of  extensive  business,  and  had  the  oversight  of  the  whole 
himself;  attended  to  all  his  money  concerns,  he.  &c.  His  business  was 
exceedingly  prosperous.  In  the  midst  of  this  he  entered  pretty  largely 
into  purchases  of  real  estate  ;  and,  added  to  that,  he  had  a  very  important 
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Jaw-suit  pending,  the  whole  care  of  which  rested  upon  him.    All  these 
things  moved  on  prosperously,  and  stimulated  his  mind  in  a  high  degree, 
and  made  his  mental  labor  excessively  great.    He  felt  well  and  vigorous, 
and  presuming  wholly  on  the  improved  state  of  his  health,  neglected  ex- 
ercise entirely — became  very  irregular  in  his  meals — sat  up  and  kept  his 
mind  intensely  employed  till  twelve,  one,  and  sometimes  two  o'clock  at 
night,  and  then  went  to  bed  under  great  mental  excitement,  with  his 
brain  surcharged  with  blood.    In  this  manner  he  continued  on  till  the 
season  of  business  had  passed  by,  in  great  prosperity;  his  real  estate  pur- 
chases were  completed  with  great  advantage,  and  his  law  suit  had  termi- 
nated in  his  favor.   All  these  intellectual  stimulants,  which  had  for  several 
weeks  kept  his  mind  in  a  very  high  state  of  excitement,  were  cut  off  at 
once,  and  left  his  nervous  system  in  a  very  similar  condition  with  that 
of  the  drunkard's  when  all  intoxicating  liquors  are  suddenly  taken  from 
him ;  in  this  condition  he  went  to  a  religious  meeting,  and  heard  a  most 
alarming  discourse  on  future  punishment.    Hell  was  described  in  the 
most  terrific  manner,  and  his  nervous  sensibilities  were  harrowed  up  in 
the  highest  degree.    Under  this  morbid  excitement  the  thought  struck 
him  that  he  might  have  committed  the  unpardonable  sin.    This  filled 
him  with  deep  horror,  and  the  terrible  thought  haunted  him  continually 
and  occupied  his  whole  mind.    He  at  once  became  extremely  melan- 
choly, and  soon  sunk  into  utter  despair  and  neglected  all  the  principles 
which  I  had  taught  him.    In  short,  it  was  a  decided  case  of  nervous, 
melancholy  insanity.    A  physician  was  called  in,  who  without  hesitation 
declared  it  a  result  of  the  "  Graham  system,"  and  ordered  him  to  be  put 
at  once  on  a  diet  of  beef-steak  and  wine,  and  I  believe  prescribed  a  free 
exhibition  of  opium,  and  a  pillow  of  hops  at  night.    In  three  days  from 
this,  I  heard  of  the  case,  and  hastened  to  visit  the  patient.    I  found  him 
in  a  most  deplorable  condition.    He  was  in  the  deepest  despair  and  an- 
guish, and  was  resolutely  determined  on  taking  his  own  life.    His  wife 
was  a  highly  intelligent  and  cultivated  lady.    She  told  me  he  had  not 
slept  for  three  nights,  and  that  he  had  been  growing  worse  ever  since 
the  physician  was  called  in.    I  at  once  changed  the  mode  of  treatment. 
Ordered  him  to  eat  nothing  but  a  little  coarse  wheaten  bread,  at  his  re- 
gular meal-times — to  drink  nothing  but  water,  to  take  no  opium  nor  any 
other  drugs — to  take  a  tepid  bath  just  before  going  to  bed — and  after  he 
was  in  bed  to  have  the  room  still  and  some  one  gently  comb  his  head 
till  he  fell  asleep — to  rise  in  the  morning  and  take  a  cold  shower  bath, 
rub  off  briskly  with  a  coarse  towel  and  flesh -brush — clothe  himself  and 
take  a  horse-back  ride  of  five  miles  in  company  with  some  cheerful  friend 
—-eat  a  light  breakfast,  and  then  go  out  and  seek  amusement  and  exer- 
cise in  the  open  air.    The  result  was  that  he  slept  sweetly  the  first  night 
after  I  saw  him,  and  in  a  few  weeks  was  restored  to  excellent  health  of 
body  and  mind.    If  I  had  not  happened  to  be  in  the  city  at  this  time, 
this  gentleman  would  in  all  probability  have  been  sacrificed  to  an  errone- 
ous practice,  and  the  whole  blame  would  have  been  laid  to  the  "  Graham 
system."    It  ought  to  be  observed  that  this  gentleman  had  had  much 
such  a  turn  several  years  before,  when  he  was  living  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  but  he  wTas  much  longer  in  recovering. 


96 


GalVs  Works. 


One  more  case. — Mrs.  C,  of  New  York,  attended  my  lectures  and 
pretty  thoroughly  adopted  the  system ; — according  to  her  own  statement, 
her  health  in  every  respect  very  greatly  improved.  She  continued  in 
this  way  for  about  three  years,  doing  well.  She  was  an  affectionate  wife 
and  fond  mother.  Her  husband  was  convicted  of  a  criminal  offence  and 
sent  to  the  State's  Prison.  This  filled  her  with  overwhelming  sorrow  and 
anguish.  The  disgrace  of  her  husband  and  the  condition  of  herself  and 
children  preyed  upon  her  mind  continually.  She  neglected  almost  every 
principle  that  I  had  taught  her,  as  she  herself  now  avows,  and  finally  be- 
came decidedly  insane.  This  lady  I  have  never  seen,  but  state  her  case 
from  the  testimony  of  those  on  whom  I  can  depend. — These  are  all  the 
cases  of  insanity  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge  in  persons  who  have 
adopted  the  "  Graham  system,"  with  the  exception  of  two  others.  Two 
gentlemen  of  Portland,  who  attended  my  lectures,  have  since,  as  I  am 
told,  been  in  the  lunatic  asylum  at  Charlestown,  and  are  two  of  the 
cases  stated  by  Dr.  Lee,  but  I  have  seen  and  conversed  with  the  family 
friends  of  both  of  those  individuals,  and  am  well  informed  that  neither  is 
in  the  least  degree  attributable  to  the  "  Graham  system."    S.  Graham. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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GALL'S  WORKS* 

Need  we  say  more  ?  The  bare  announcement  of  the  fact  that  the  works 
of  the  immortal  Gall  are  for  the  first  time  translated  into  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  thus  placed  within  the  reach  of  every  one,  would,  we  are 
convinced,  have  been  sufficient.  But  we  should  do  violence  to  our  own 
feelings,  and  injustice  to  the  talented  translator  and  enterprising  publish- 
ers of  the  volumes  before  us,  if  we  let  this  opportunity  pass  without,  pay- 
ing a  merited  tribute  to  genius,  and  using  our  influence  to  extend  a  know- 
ledge of  the  philosophy  of  -nan  universally — and  especially  in  the  medical 
profession. 

Hitherto  we  have  derived  our  whole  knowledge  of  the  writings  of  this 
founder  of  a  new  school  of  philosophy  from  the  works  of  his  followers, 
and  the  garbled  extracts  of  British  reviewers.  We  have  drank  eagerly 
of  the  streams  of  knowledge  which  have  flowed  around  us  from  the  pens 
of  Spurzheim,  the  Combes,  and  other  writers  of  inferior  note;  but  now  the 
fountain  is  opened.  At  this  every  lover  of  philosophy  will  rejoice.  It  is 
impossible  to  read  the  works  of  Gall,  without  being  imbued  with  a  portion 
of  that  philosophical  spirit  which  in  his  mind  reigned  supremely.  He 
searched  after  truth  with  singleness  of  purpose,  unconquerable  perseve- 
rance and  herculean  power  ;  and  these  are  the  monuments  of  his  success 


*  On  the  Functions  of  the  Brain  and  each  of  its  parts:  with  observations  on  the  possibility  of  de- 
termining the  instincts,  propensities,  and  talents,  or  the  Moral  and  Intellectual  Dispositions  of  Men 
and  Animals,  by  the  configuration  of  the  Brain  and  Head.  By  Francois  Joskph  Gall,  M.  f).  Trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  VVinslow  Lewis,  Jr.  M.D.,  M.M.S.S.  In  six  volumes.  Boston.  Marsh, 
Capen  &  Lyon.  1836. 
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— these  the  testimonials  of  his  greatness.  But  we  sat  not  down  to  write 
his  eulogy  abler  hands  have  done  him  ample  justice.  His  biography  is 
before  us. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  province  of  the  physician  was  confined  to 
narrow  limits,  and  that  by  the  absurd  dogmas  of  the  schools  of  exploded 
metaphysics.  There  was  a  time  when  to  bleed,  to  blister,  and  to  purge, 
to  mend  a  broken  bone,  or  amputate  a  limb,  was  the  extent  to  which  he 
might  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duty.  To  attempt  to 
govern  the  affections,  to  control  the  passions,  to  restore  the  intellect,  was 
to  intrude  upon  the  province  of  divinity.  The  maxim  that  "there  is  no 
medicine  for  the  mind  diseased,"  was  sagely  quoted  by  those  who  looked 
upon  the  body  of  man  as  a  "  dark  closet  "  in  which  the  maniac  soul  was 
cutting  its  antic  capers,  without  there  being  the  possibility  of  taming  it  ; — 
for  why  ?  it  was  unnatural,  spiritual,  and  of  course  could  not  be  affected 
by  drugs  and  medicines.  The  times  have  changed.  A  new  philosophy 
has  arisen,  and  man  is  now  studied  as  the  most  interesting  object  for  in- 
vestigation. Gall  swept  away  the  cobweb  theories  of  ages,  and  the  true 
philosophy  of  man  burst  upon  him  in  such  striking  relief,  that  he  mistook 
at  the  first  view  some  of  its  outlines.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  his  first 
view  of  it  was  not  a  distorted  one  ;  but  when  he  looked  again,  and  when 
the  defaced  picture  was  thoroughly  cleared  of  the  dust  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  it  by  metaphysicians — when  he  and  his  coadjutor  had  placed 
it  in  a  favorable  light — it  shone  forth,  a  picture  of  perfect  beauty. 

Now  the  enlightened  physician  may  study  man  as  he  is — nay,  he  i& 
bound  to  know  all  that  can  be  known  of  his  body  and  soul,  and  of  their 
nature  and  relations.  Without  this  knowledge,  he  is  but  a  miserable 
cobbler  of  his  species — an  unfinished  workman,  to  whom  nothing  but  a 
brute  should  be  entrusted;  For  a  man,  at  this  day,  to  attempt  to  deal 
with  God's  image  without  as  perfect  a  knowledge  of  its  attributes  as  can 
be  obtained,  is  inexcusable  ;  and  this  is  becoming,  each  day,  more  and 
more  the  opinion  of  all  men  of  sense  and  intelligence.  The  intelligence 
of  physicians  must  keep  pace  with  the  advance  of  the  age,  if  they  would 
retain  the  stand  which  has  hitherto  been  granted  them  ;  and  if  they  do 
this,  they  will  be  more  appreciated  than  when  they  were  too  ignorant  to 
judge  of  the  importance  of  their  profession. 

The  reputation  of  Dr.  Gall  is  sufficient  for  the  literary  merits  of  the 
work  under  consideration  ;  and  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Lewis,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  commend  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
executed  a  translation  which  lays  the  profession,  and  the  public  at  large, 
under  such  a  weight  of  obligation.  The  names  of  the  publishers  are  a 
sufficient  guarantee  for  the  beauty  of  its  mechanical  execution.  The 
portrait  of  Dr.  Gall  is  a  fine  profile,  and  shows  the  honesty,  perseverance, 
and  intellectual  greatness  of  that  extraordinary  man,  in  bold  and  striking 
relief.  J\o  wonder  that  he  said,  on  his  death-bed,  that  his  cabinet  wanted 
but  the  addition  of  his  own  head  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  doctrines. 


NEW  AND  SUCCESSFUL   REMEDY   FOR  THE  CROUP. 

In  the  following  note,  from  J.  D.  Fisher,  M.D.  of  this  city,  he  speaks  of  a 
new  and  successful  mode  of  treating  that  alarming  disease  of  childhood, 
the  croup,  which  ought  to  be  made  known  through  the  newspapers,  where- 
ver they  circulate.  Should  subsequent  observation  establish  the  fact  of 
the  superiority  of  the  remedy,  Dr.  Fisher  deserves  to  be  remembered  in 
the  first  class  of  public  benefactors, 
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My  Dear  Doctor, — I  was  called,  at  five  o'clock  last  evening,  to  a 
child  which  was  laboring  under  a  severe  attack  of  the  croup,  consequent 
upon  a  sudden  disappearance  of  the  eruption  of  measles.  The  croupy 
symptoms  appeared  suddenly,  and  had  existed  one  hour  before  I  was 
called.  The  child,  on  my  arrival,  was  in  extreme  agony,  struggling  and 
gasping  for  breath  ;  and  I  thought  the  little  sufferer  was  in  danger  of  im- 
mediate suffocation.  The  first  means  I  employed  was  the  application  of 
very  hot,  almost  boiling,  water  to  the  throat  and  upper  part  of  the  chest, 
by  means  of  large  sponges.  These  applications  I  repeated  every  two 
minutes,  and  immediately  the  skin  became  coated  and  very  red,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  little  girl  breathed  much  easier, 
and  her  croupy  cough  and  respiration  became  less  shrill  and  tubular,  and 
much  modified.  Soon  after  making  the  first  applications  of  the  sponges 
to  the  throat,  I  wrapped  the  child  in  a  woollen  blanket  wrung  out  in  hot 
water,  as  a  substitute  for  a  warm  bath,  and  gave  it  twenty  drops  of  the 
wine  of  antimony  in  a  little  sweetened  water,  which  she  swallowed  with 
difficulty.  I  persevered  in  the  applications  of  the  hot  moist  sponges  for 
an  hour,  when  the  child  was  so  much  relieved  that  I  ventured  to  leave  it 
for  half  an  hour — ordering  the  remedy  to  be  continued.  On  my  return, 
I  found  the  patient  breathed  with  comparative  freedom,  its  respiration  and 
cough  less  sonorous  and  shrill,  and  its  pulse  softer  and  more  natural.  I 
recommended  the  applications  to  be  continued  until  the  child  should  be 
decidedly  relieved,  and  prescribed  six  drops  of  antimonial  wine  to  be  given 
every  hour  in  a  little  water.  The  mother  of  the  child  informed  rne,  this 
morning,  that  she  continued  to  apply  the  hot-water  remedy  for  five  hours, 
but  not  so  often  as  I  applied  them — that  the  child  continued  to  improve, 
and  fell  asleep  soon  after  I  left  it.  This  morning  she  is  bright  and  play- 
ful, and  asks  for  food.  The  respiration  is  quite  easy — pulse  soft  and  na- 
tural— cough  humid  and  loose — its  sounds  having  lost  the  shrill  croupy 
character. 

I  was  induced  to  employ  the  above  remedy,  in  consequence  of  having 
lately  read  in  a  foreign  journal  that  it  had  been  suggested  and  employed 
by  a  German  physician  with  decided  and  uniform  success.  As  the  reme- 
dy is  simple,  and  is  at  ready  command,  and  as  its  application  in  the  pre- 
sent case  was  attended  with  such  decided  and  immediate  happy  effects,  I 
would  with  a  good  deal  of  confidence  advise  mothers  and  nurses  in  similar 
cases  to  apply  it  early  and  perseveringly  until  medical  aid  can  be  obtained. 
The  sponges  should  be  gently  squeezed  before  they  are  applied,  so  that 
the  water  shall  not  ooze  from  them,  and  should  be  gradually  compressed 
during  the  time  they  are  applied,  so  as  to  continue  the  temperature  up  to 
the  highest  degree  that  can  be  sustained  by  the  patient.  Should  sponges 
not  be  at  hand,  napkins  wrung  out  in  the  boiling  water  may  serve  as  good 
substitutes. 


President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — Since  the  announce- 
ment of  the  determination  of  the  present  eminent  presiding  officer  of  this 
Society,  to  retire  from  the  chair,  a  very  general  impression  prevails  that 
George  Cheyne  Shattuck,  M.D.  of  Boston,  possesses  the  requisite  qua- 
lifications, beyond  almost  any  other  individual,  for  becoming  his  succes- 
sor. In  this  expression  of  public  sentiment,  we  most  heartily  concur, 
fully  believing  that  no  medical  gentleman  in  the  Commonwealth  is  more 
sincerely  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  institution,  or  would  make 
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greater  exertion  to  sustain  and  perpetuate  its  influence.  The  election 
devolves  upon  the  Counsellors,  the  day  following  the  next  annual  meeting. 

From  the  first  formation  of  this  Society,  there  have  been  a  succession 
of  presidents,  whose  names  give  lustre  to  the  annals  of  American  medical 
literature  and  science.  If  the  same  high  principles  which  have  guided 
the  Council  in  all  former  years,  are  still  ascendant,  and  distinguished 
moral  worth  and  professional  attainments  have  claims  upon  its  official  de- 
liberations, Dr.  Shattuck  will  be  the  next  president,  without  a  dissenting 
voice. 


Stagner^s  Truss. — The  instrument  referred  to  in  Dr.  Leach's  adver- 
tisement, in  to-day's  Journal,  is  before  us,  but  no  opportunity  has  yet  pre- 
sented for  making  trial  of  its  advantages  over  others  now  in  general  use. 
Implicit  confidence  may  be  placed  in  the  testimony  of  those  gentlemen 
whose  names  are  mentioned  by  the  agent  :  if  they  are  satisfied  of  its  su- 
periority, it  is  a  recommendation  that  should  be  respected.  It  is  our  in- 
tention to  ascertain,  hereafter,  the  opinions  of  different  surgeons,  upon 
the  comparative  merits  of  Stagner's  and  Chase's  trusses.  The  latter  was 
well  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Coates,  in  the  last  No.  of  the  American  Journal. 


New  Medical  Books. — Mackintosh's  Practice  of  Physic,  with  notes  and 
additions,  by  Dr.  Morton  of  Philadelphia  ;  Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the 
Chest,  by  Dr.  Gerhard,  of  the  same  city,  together  with  various  other  pub- 
lications, recently  from  the  press,  have  been  received  within  a  few  days. 
Each  one  will  form  the  subject  of  a  distinct  analysis,  as  opportunity  pre- 
sents. We  are  gratified  that  these  valuable  productions  are  to  be  pro- 
cured in  Boston — and  to  show  our  interest  in  them,  we  offer  our  personal 
services  in  forwarding  the  orders  of  medical  gentlemen,  residing  in  the 
country,  to  Russell,  Shattuck,  &,  Co.  who  have  them  on  sale. 


Obstruction  of  the  Nostril. — A  case  of  complete  obstruction  of  the  right 
nostril,  and  partial  obstruction  of  the  left,  following  a  catarrh,  recently- 
occurred  in  London,  accompanied  with  pain  over  the  root  of  the  nose,  and 
a  sanious  discharge  which  excoriated  the  upper  lip.  Various  remedies 
were  tried  without  success,  but  relief  was  eventually  obtained  by  the  gra- 
dual introduction  of  a  probe,  with  a  pledget  of  lint,  which  was  increased 
in  quantity  from  day  to  day,  the  probe  finally  reaching  the  throat,  and 
giving  an  opportunity  to  apply  the  black  lotion  to  a  part  of  the  ulcerated 
surface.  After  two  or  three  days,  the  patient,  by  a  forcible  effort,  ex- 
pelled a  large  mass  of  curdy  matter,  which  appeared  to  be  inspissated 
pus,  retained  by  the  closure  of  the  passage.  He  recovered  in  a  fortnight 
from  this,  after  having  suffered  for  several  months. 


Rheumatism. — The  President  of  the  London  Medical  Society,  said,  at 
a  late  meeting  of  the  Society,  that  he  believed  that  rheumatism,  following 
gonorrhoea,  was  totally  distinct  from  any  other  species  of  rheumatism,  and 
that  it  certainly  was  a  specific  disease,  requiring  a  specific  remedy.  Col- 
chicum  only  afforded  relief  by  lowering  the  circulation  in  the  treatment 
of  rheumatism  ;  he  would  say,  that  for  muscular  rheumatism,  colchicum 
was  the  best  remedy  ;  in  neuralgic  rheumatism,  the  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment was  demanded  ;  and  in  gonorrhoea!  rheumatism,  or  that  form  which. 


84 


Medical  Intelligence. 


affected  the  joints,  he  considered  calomel  and  opium  to  he  the  most  effec- 
tual remedy.  So  fully  satisfied  was  he  of  the  great  efficiency  of  colchicum 
in  muscular  rheumatism,  that  he  did  not  fear  to  say  that  nineteen  cases 
out  of  twenty  would  yield  to  it. 


Congenital  Osteo- Sarcomatous  Tumor. — Sir  B.  Brodie  lately  removed  a 
finger  on  account  of  a  tumor  of  this  kind.  It  was  congenital  in  the  ex- 
ternal condyle  of  the  left  ulnar,  and  affected  the  first  and  second  phalan- 
ges of  the  ring  finger  of  the  same  side.  An  operation  for  a  similar  affec- 
tion was  once  before  performed  by  Mr.  B. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Mr.  Nichols  gave  a  lecture  at  the  Temple  on 
Friday  evening  last,  on  the  phenomena  of  Animal  Magnetism. — Dr. 
Samuel  G.  Howe's  address  before  the  Boston  Phrenological  Society, 
is  very  much  admired. — A  new  craniological  instrument,  for  measur- 
ing the  size  of  the  head,  called  cephalameter,  made  of  brass,  has  been 
invented  of  late,  and  offered  on  sale  at  some  of  the  bookstores. — There 
are  260  students  attending  the  course  of  lectures  in  Transylvania  Uni- 
versity, which  appears  destined,  ultimately,  to  rival  the  Philadelphia 
medical  institutions. — The  Governor  of  New  York  State  has  appointed 
W.  Rockwell,  M.D.  Health  Officer,  J.  R.  Manley,  Resident  Physician, 
and  Smith  Culler,  Health  Commissioner. 


To  Correspondents. — The  Cases  of  Croup,  by  Prof.  Mettauer,  and  of  Child- 
birth Convulsions,  by  Dr.  Bannister,  will  be  inserted  soon.  Also  Dr.  North  on 
Dietetics,  and  a  Memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Spooner. 


Died— At  the  Island  of  Madeira,  Abel  J.  Starr,  M.D.  28.— At  St.  Augustine, 
Dr.  Charles  R.  Kennedy,  of  Milton. 


VYJio'e  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  13,  26.    Males,  8 — Females,  18. 

Of  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2— consumption,  5 — lung  fever,  4 — old  age,  4 — liver  complaint,  1 — 
decline,  1 — infantile,  1 — stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1 — fever,  1 — dropsy  on  the  lungs,  1 — teething,  1 — 
quinsy,  1 — measles,  1 — smallpox,  1 — croup,  1.    Stillborn,  3. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 
E.  W.  LEACH,  M.D.  has  been  appointed  agent  for  the  application  of  Stagner's  Truss.  The  attesta- 
tions of  Professors  Gibson,  Pattison,  Drake  and  McLellan,  as  to  its  adaptation  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired end  in  the  cure  of  hernia,  have  beeirbefore  the  public.  It  has  also  been  examined  and  com- 
mended by  distinguished  medical  gentlemen  of  our  own  city,  among  whom  are  Drs.  Jeffries,  Warren, 
Ware  and  Sbattuck,  some  of  whom  have  examined  cases  in  the  city  which  they  pronounced  success- 
fully treated  by  this  instrument.  The  attention  of  the  profession  is  invited  to  this  truss,  and  for  this 
purpose  one  is  left  at  the  office  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal— as  also  with  the  agent  at  his 
office,  No.  1 13  Hanover  Street.  tf. 
Boston,  March  16,  1836. 


A  GOOD  STAND  FOR.  A  PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON. 

A  physician  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts  (wishing  to  remove  from  the  State),  would  dispose 
of  bis  place  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  A  very  eligible  location  for  a  young  gentleman.  For 
particulars,  inquire  of  the  editor  of  this  Journal  ;  if  by  mail,  post-paid.  eptf. 


DR.  JOHN  S.  BARTLETT  lias  removed  to  No.  jll  Atkinson  Street,  a  few  doors  below  his  former 
residence,  on  the  opposite  side.  The  office  is  that  formerly  occupied  by  the  late  Dr.  S.  H.  Smith, 
and  more  recently  by  Dk.  Wood.  March  2. 


TUG  BOSTON  M  HI)  1(1  A  L  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by  D. 
U I,  M'P,  .1 R.  at  1 8 1  Washington  Streel ,  corner  of  Franklin  street,  to  whom  all  communications  must 
be  addressed,  post-paid.  J.  V.  C.  smith,  M.D.  Editor.  Itisalso  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  on  the 
1st.  of  every  month,  each  Partcontaining  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preepdina  month,  stitched  in  a 
cover.  — Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  ami  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  th« 
year.— Every  seventh  copy, gratis. —Postage  the  same  as  for  u  newspaper. 
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A  CASE  OF  PROTRACTED  CROUP, 

SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED    WITH   UNUSUALLY  LARGE    DOSES   OF   TARTAR  EMETIC 

AND  IPECACUANHA. 

BY    JOHN    P.    METTAUER,  M.D.    PROF.    OF    SURGERY  AND    SURGICAL    ANATOMY    IN  THE 
WASHINGTON   MEDICAL   COLLEGE   OF  BALTIMORE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  subject  of  the  following  case  was  a  male  infant,  setat.  about  nineteen 
months,  and  uncommonly  healthy  (and  well  grown)  anterior  to  this  at- 
tack. I  learnt  from  the  parents  of  the  child,  upon  my  arrival,  that  it  had 
been  ill  something  like  forty-eight  hours  ;  and  for  the  last  eighteen  seemed 
to  be  dying.  My  investigation  of  the  case,  disclosed  the  discouraging 
facts,  that  a  profound  stupor,  increasing  coldness,  and  lividness  of  the 
extremities,  had  existed  about  eighteen  hours.  At  this  time  these  ap- 
pearances were  most  strikingly  manifest,  attended  with  a  dilated  state  of 
the  pupils — the  eyes  half  closed,  and  the  cornea?  dry,  corrugated,  and 
incrusted,  in  consequence  of  their  long  and  constant  exposure  to  the  at- 
mosphere. Respiration  was  performed  with  the  greatest  difficulty  ; — a 
most  appalling  and  horrific  stridula  sufFocatio  incessantly  vibrated  in  the 
ear,  and  its  discordant  notes  were  the  more  distressing,  from  being  emit- 
ted through  a  patulous  mouth,  which  had  been  constantly  open  from  the 
commencement  of  the  coma.  The  pulses  at  the  wrists  had  very  nearly 
become  quiescent,  and  only  gave  evidence  that  life  had  not  entirely 
abandoned  these  processes  of  the  circulatory  system,  by  a  thready  and 
barely  perceptible  pulsatory  vibration.  All  attempts  to  arouse  the  child, 
even  for  a  moment,  were  utterly  fruitless :  it  lay  with  its  head,  hands  and 
feet  perfectly  motionless,  and  with  the  most  entire  relaxation  of  their  sus- 
taining muscles.  Deglutition  was  performed  with  very  great  difficulty  ; 
indeed,  every  attempt  to  excite  the  effort,  by  presenting  ordinary  liquids, 
threatened  suffocation.  The  tongue  and  fauces  had  become  dry  in  the 
extreme,  and  the  former  greatly  contracted  in  size,  presenting  a  pale, 
cold,  and  shrivelled  appearance,  from  breathing  with  the  mouth  constantly 
open  for  so  long  a  time. 

It  was  not  remarkable,  that  under  circumstances  so  unfavorable,  I 
should  have  hesitated  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  after  my  arrival,  before 
I  would  consent  to  do  more  than  examine  and  observe  the  progress  of 
the  symptoms.  Becoming  interested  for  the  unhappy  mother  of  the  in- 
fant, whose  distress  was  greatly  augmented  by  my  reluctance  to  do  any- 
thing, I  resolved  to  make  an  effort,  if  only  to  quiet  her  feelings.  The 
first  step  was  directed  to  the  restoration  of  warmth  in  the  extremities,  by 
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carefully  wrapping  the  child  in  warm  flannels  and  blankets.  We  next 
attempted  to  moisten  and  lubricate  the  tongue  and  fauces,  for  which  pur- 
pose a  mop  of  soft,  old  linen  was  employed,  saturated  with  simple  water, 
and  carefully  applied  in  succession  to  every  part  of  the  arid  surfaces.  By 
this  simple  process,  and  without  the  least  danger  of  strangling,  the  parts 
were  soon  so  far  moistened  as  to  enable  us  to  introduce  thick  fluids  into 
the  stomach,  which  are  always  most,  easily  swallowed,  such  as  rice  water 
and  the  like  ;  though  much  difficulty  was  experienced,  and  not  a  little 
danger  incurred,  during  the  attempts.  I  next  carefully  introduced  into 
the  stomach,  with  a  teaspoon,  a  mixture  composed  of  five  grains  of  tartar 
emetic,  and  ten  of  ipecacuanha,  rendered  semi-fluid  with  antimonial  wine. 
This  effort  was  finally  successful,  but  the  accomplishment  of  it  was  ex- 
ceedingly difficult.  A  second  dose  of  the  medicines,  mixed  in  the  same 
manner,  only  augmenting  the  proportion  of  tartar  to  twenty  grains,  was 
quickly  prepared  and  administered.  After  this  attempt,  a  third,  and  suc- 
ceeding doses,  were  prepared  and  administered,  in  rapid  succession  ;  and 
I  was  now  emboldened  to  give  a  heaping  teaspoonful  of  tartar  at  each 
dose,  only  employing  the  ipecacuanha  and  antimonial  wine  in  quantities 
sufficient  to  suspend,  and  render  fluent,  so  large  a  portion  of  the  tartar. 
In  this  manner  I  proceeded,  though  not  without  much  difficulty,  and  with 
fear  and  trembling,  lest  the  little  patient  might  strangle,  until  the  full  con- 
tents of  an  half  ounce  phial  of  tartar  emetic,  and  the  same  quantities  of 
ipecacuanha  and  antimonial  wine,  had  been  employed — requiring  some- 
thing more  than  two  hours  time  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  bold 
undertaking. 

For  ten  hours  it  could  not  be  perceived  that  the  slightest  change  took 
place.  After  this  period,  the  extremities  became  gradually  warmer,  and 
lost  in  the  inverse  ratio  their  livid  appearance.  The  respiration,  too,  was 
sensibly  relieved,  with  a  corresponding  subsidence  of  the  cough  and  croupy 
sound.  It  was  now  that  the  first  evidences  of  abatement  of  the  stupor 
were  manifested,  since  its  commencement ;  and  the  little  sufferer  once 
more,  greatly  to  the  gratification  of  all,  beamed  consciousness  from  its 
dim  eyes,  and  made  known  its  desires  by  calling  upon  its  almost  heart- 
broken mother  for  water.  This  truce,  though  of  short  duration,  did  not 
end  in  a  stupor  so  profound,  as  the  infant  could  be  roused  from  time  to 
time  ;  and  it  could  be  perceived,  too,  that  it  became  less  and  less  oppres- 
sive and  heavy  at  each  succeeding  return  of  it.  The  symptoms  continu- 
ed from  this  time  to  ameliorate  sensibly,  and  without  the  least  evidence 
that  nausea  existed — an  event  to  have  been  expected  from  such  large 
quantities  of  emetic  medicines  then  present  in  the  stomach.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  twelve  hours  from  the  time  of  discontinuing  all  remedies,  ex- 
cept the  means  for  husbanding  and  promoting  the  warmth  of  the  still  cool 
extremities,  the  bowels  suddenly  gave  way,  and  a  most  active  and  rapidly 
repeated  catharsis  came  one.  This  continued  with  little  abatement  for 
six  or  seven  hours;  with  its  accession,  the  comatose  symptoms  disap- 
peared ;  and  by  the  third  hour  of  its  duration,  every  symptom  of  the 
original  disease  had  greatly  ameliorated.  Tn  six  or  seven  hours  from  the 
commencement  of  the  catharsis,  the  child  was  perfectly  relieved  of  every 
sign  of  croup  ;  only  exhibiting  a  mucous  rhonchus  when  it  coughed. 
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The  catharsis  was  suffered  to  take  its  course,  though  mucilaginous  drinks 
and  free  dilution  with  warm  milk  greatly  moderated  its  painful  tormina 
and  gri pings.  It  was  succeeded  by  a  diarrhoea,  which  continued  twTo  or 
three  days,  emitting  occasionally  sanguineous  tingings  of  the  dejections, 
attended  with  a  very  slight  prolapsus  ani.  The  continuation  of  the  milk 
diet,  and  mucilaginous  drinks,  with  occasional  doses  of  oil,  finally  relieved 
the  affection  of  the  bowels  :  in  two  weeks  the  infant  perfectly  recovered, 
except  slight  debility. 

The  preceding  case  furnishes  new  evidence  of  the  astonishing  resources 
of  the  infantile  constitution,  and  its  tenaciousness  of  life,  in  many  of  its 
violent  diseases.  It  also  proves,  that  in  certain  extreme  examples  of 
croup,  recoveries  may  take  place  under  the  most  unfavorable  circum- 
stances. Infants  laboring  under  croup  should  never  be  abandoned,  as 
long  as  they  breathe  and  can  swallow.  These  tender  subjects  not  only 
sustain  violent  shocks  from  disease,  with  comparatively  little  injury  to 
their  systems,  but  bear  up  under  them  much  longer,  in  many  instances, 
than  adults.  They  also,  in  numerous  cases,  bear  much  larger  doses  of 
the  more  powerful  remedies,  than  has  generally  been  supposed  safe  by 
medical  practitioners.  Had  the  treatment  in  the  case  here  reported  been 
only  bold  and  energetic,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  terms,  the 
child  must  certainly  have  perished  :  nothing  but  a  plan  of  treatment  cha- 
racterized by  the  utmost  extreme  of  temerity,  or  ultra-energetic,  could 
have  arrested  so  formidable  a  disease.  I  claim  no  other  merit  in  the 
successful  management  of  the  foregoing  case,  than  should  be  awarded  to 
an  important  accidental  cure  ;  for  as  such  it  must  be  regarded,  as  I  had 
not  anticipated  such  an  event  as  recovery,  notwithstanding  the  value  and 
potency  of  large  doses  of  tartar  emetic  had  been  long  known  to  me,  in 
the  treatment  of  the  bronchitic,  as  well  as  other  forms  of  pulmonary 
diseases. 

The  modus  operandi  of  the  remedy  in  the  case  here  reported,  I  leave 
to  be  explained  by  some  of  the  intelligent  contributors  to  your  valuable 
Journal ;  in  the  meantime  1  remain  most  respectfully  your  friend  and 
subscriber. 

Baltimore,  March  1th,  1836. 


GRAHAMISM  NOT  A  CAUSE  OF  INSANITY. 

[Continued  from  page  96.] 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  my  interview  with  Dr.  Lee,  he  decidedly 
refused  to  give  me  the  names  of  any  of  the  individuals  alluded  to  in  his 
article,  and  also  refused  to  give  me  any  further  particulars  in  regard  to 
the  cases  which  he  had  published.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  was  very  un- 
fair ; — for  it  was  putting  it  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  investigate  the 
cases  which  he  had  charged  upon  the  "  Graham  system,"  and  reserving 
to  himself  the  power  of  making  such  a  representation  of  those  cases  as  he 
chooses.  His  excuse  was,  that  the  cases  which  he  had  stated  concerned 
persons  who  had  been  committed  to  his  professional  care,  and  whose 
names  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  disclose.    If  this  be  true,  then  Dr.  Lee 
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ought  to  have  been  exceedingly  careful  how  he  brought  forward  such 
cases  in  a  matter  of  such  immense  importance  to  mankind  as  the  one 
under  consideration.  It  is  a  question  too  deeply  interesting  to  society  to 
be  lightly  handled  or  hastily  decided,  and  still  less  to  be  disposed  of  by 
popular  prejudice.  Society  has  now  a  right  most  solemnly  to  demand 
that  the  charges  made  by  Dr.  Lee  against  the  "  Graham  system,"  shall 
be  thoroughly  and  rigidly  investigated  ; — not  in  an  ex  parte  manner,  but 
with  all  the  rigorous  scrupulosity  of  a  criminal  trial.  Every  circumstance 
in  these  cases  must  be  known,  by  which  we  can  be  assisted  in  ascertain- 
ing how  far  the  insanity  complained  of,  was  a  simple,  and  how  far  a 
mixed  result.  For  by  this  means,  only,  can  we  truly  ascertain  how  far 
the  "  Graham  system,"  in  any  or  in  all  of  its  principles,  was  a  predispos- 
ing— an  exciting — or  a  preventing  cause.  Dr.  Lee  replies  to  me,  "  wait 
awhile,  and  probably  other  cases  will  be  made  known,  which  will  fully 
settle  the  question,  without  any  further  reference  to  those  which  I  have 
named."  But  can  Dr.  Lee  suppose  that  I  and  my  friends,  or  the  honest 
friends  of  truth  and  humanity,  will  be  satisfied  with  any  number  of  cases 
made  out  in  the  ex  parte  manner  in  which  he  has  given  his  ;  and  in  which 
all  who  will  respond  to  his  call,  will  in  all  probability  give  theirs  ?  We 
can  have  no  confidence  in  such  statements,  because  we  know  how  easily 
even  candid  minds  may  misapprehend  facts  in  matters  of  this  kind  :  and 
we  well  know  how  inevitably  strongly  prejudiced  minds  do  misapprehend 
and  mis-state  facts  in  almost  every  matter.  At  present  I  feel  entirely 
certain  that  if  all  the  particulars  and  circumstances  of  each  case  stated  by 
Dr.  Lee  can  be  made  known,  it  will  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every 
unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  "  Graham  system  "  is  wholly  free  from  any 
blame  in  the  matter.  Need  it  be  said,  however,  that  it  is  not  pretended 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  any  one  who  adopts  the  "  Graham  system  "  of 
living,  to  become  insane,  or  be  sick,  or  die,  from  any  cause  whatever  : 
and  when  it  is  considered  how  large  a  portion  of  those  who  do  in  any 
measure  adopt  it,  are  broken-down  invalids,  who  have  been  many  years 
afflicted  with  distressing  complaints,  and  in  a  great  number  of  instances, 
with  organic  diseases  of  various  descriptions,  and  powerful  predispositions 
to  insanity  and  other  diseases,  could  it  be  justly  regarded  as  an  alarming 
evidence  against  that  system,  if  some  of  those  who,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
adopt  it,  should  become  insane  and  many  of  them  die,  in  spite  of  its 
conservative  influence  ? 

But  let  us  briefly  inquire,  how  far  a  change  from  a  mixed  diet  of  ve- 
getable and  animal  food,  with  tea,  coffee,  &c.  to  a  diet  of  pure  vegetable 
food  and  water  (which,  by  the  way,  constitutes  but  a  small  part  of  the 
"  Graham  system  "),  can  possibly  be  a  predisposing  cause  of  insanity. 

It  is  beyond  all  controversy  true,  that  every  human  being  who  aban- 
dons an  ordinary  diet  of  vegetable  and  animal  food,  with  tea,  coffee,  &c. 
to  which  he  has  been  accustomed,  and  takes  at  once  to  a  simple  diet  of 
pure  vegetable  food  and  water,  in  temperate  quantities,  will  experience  a 
considerable  increase  of  healthy  sensorial  power  and  mental  activity  ;  and 
at  the  same  time,  he  will  suffer  a  physiological  depression  commensurate 
with  the  degree  of  excess  to  which  he  has  formerly  carried  the  use  of 
flesh,  tea,  coffee,  &c.  ;  and  this  physiological  depression  will  be  more  or 


Grahamism  not  a  Cause  of  Insanity. 


105 


less  distressing,  and  continue  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  according  to  the 
peculiar  condition,  circumstances,  and  habits  of  the  individual.  People 
of  vigorous  bodies,  who  are  accustomed  to  active  and  energetic  exercise 
in  the  open  air,  will  recover  from  it  in  a  short  time.;  while  those  who 
are  of  sedentary  or  studious  habits,  given  much  to  anxiety  and  confine- 
ment, will  far  more  slowly  recover.  But,  while  this  physiological  de- 
pression remains,  that  portion  of  our  organization  which  is  more  immedi- 
ately concerned  in  the  operations  of  the  mind,  partakes  of  the  general 
physical  debility  of  the  whole  body  :  so  that,  while  the  sensorial  poiver 
and  mental  activity  are  increased,  the  physical  power  of  the  intellectual 
organs  to  sustain  severe  and  protracted  mental  action  and  excitement,  is 
somewhat  diminished — or,  at  least,  not  proportionably  increased.* 

Hence  students,  who  by  ambition  or  other  causes  are  sometimes  in- 
duced to  make  a  sudden  change  in  their  diet,  and  take  to  an  abstemious 
vegetable  and  water  diet,  for  the  sake  of  being  enabled  to  dispense  with 
exercise,  and  to  make  the  greatest  proficiency  in  their  studies  in  a  given 
time,  always  find  a  great  increase  of  sensorial  power  and  mental  activity ; 
but  if  they  apply  their  minds  with  extreme  severity — and  especially  if 
they,  at  the  same  time,  neglect  all  exercise,  they  will  soon  find — to  use 
their  own  language — that  their  minds  are  becoming  weak.  Yet  if  such 
students,  on  changing  their  diet  from  more  to  less  stimulating  food,  &c. 
would  refrain  from  severe  mental  application,  till  they  had  recovered  from 
their  physiological  depression,  and  then  continue  to  govern  themselves  by 
a  correct  general  regimen,  they  would  experience  nothing  of  what  they 
call  weakness  of  the  mind,  but  would  enjoy  a  degree  of  mental  vigor 
and  power  of  endurance  which  it  is  impossible  for  man  to  attain  to  in 
any  other  manner. 

Take  another  class  of  people.  Most  of  the  laboring  and  business  peo- 
ple in  our  country — as  everywhere  else — exercise  their  intellectual  facul- 
ties and  develope  their  intellectual  powers  little  beyond  what  they  find 
immediately  necessary  for  their  success  in  their  particular  pursuits  of  life. 
A  vast  amount  of  intellectual  and  moral  capability  lies  wholly  undevelop- 
ed through  their  earthly  existence:  and  their  intellectual  and  moral  en- 
ergies are,  to  a  very  great  extent,  kept  in  a  state  of  sluggish  inactivity 
and  stupidity,  by  their  dietetic  habits  and  sensual  excesses. 

Let  the  habits  of  these  people  be  suddenly  changed,  and  bring  them  at 
once  to  a  simple  diet  of  pure  vegetable  food  and  water,  and  they  will 
soon  experience  such  an  increase  of  sensorial  power  and  mental  activity, 
as  greatly  to  astonish  them.  They  will  find  themselves  possessed  of 
faculties  and  powers  that  they  were  before  scarcely  conscious  of: — and  it 
cannot  be  surprising  that  they  should  be  much  delighted  with  this  new 
state  of  things.  But  this  change  of  diet  and  increase  of  sensorial  power 
and  mental  activity,  cannot  immediately  impart  knowledge  and  discipline 


*  By  sensorial  power,  I  mean  that  property  of  the  nervous  system  concerned  in  mental  perception, 
reflection,  memory,  &c.  ;  and  by  mental  activity,  I  mean  simply  the  quality  of  being  active,  and  not 
mental  wealth,  knowledge,  discipline,  &c.  Ry  physiological  depression,  I  mean  that  state  of  the  body 
resulting  from  the  abstraction  of  accustomed  stimulus,  in  which  the  organs  are  consequently  depress- 
ed below  their  usual  tone,  and  fall  short  of  their  usual  energy  and  action,  causing  a  sense  of  debility 
and  lassitude,  and  sometimes  of  great  oppression,  and  in  some  instances — as  when  liquor  is  withheld 
from  the  habitual  drunkard— a  distressing  sense  of  sinking  and  extreme  exhaustion. 
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to  the  mind,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  expected  that  these  people  are  to 
be  transformed  at  once  into  philosophers  and  men  of  science  :  but  their 
increase  of  mental  activity  may  only  serve  to  expose  more  glaringly  their 
want  of  mental  education  and  discipline. 

Now,  then,  while  individuals  are  in  this  state  of  physiological  depres- 
sion, with  an  increase  of  sensorial  power  and  mental  activity,  if  some  new 
cause  should  supervene,  such  as  the  loss  of  friends — of  property — of  cha- 
racter— religious  anxiety — projects  of  ambition — land  or  other  specula- 
tions, &c.  he.  producing  and  keeping  up  intense  and  continued  mental 
excitement,  and  causing  a  neglect  of  most  or  all  of  those  principles  of 
general  regimen  which  1  insist  on  quite  as  much  as  on  the  quality  of  the 
food — insanity  might,  and  perhaps  would  in  some  cases,  result.  And 
this  would  be  far  more  likely  to  be  the  case  in  those  persons  whose  intel- 
lectual faculties  were  not  much  cultivated,  and  had  not  been  much  ac- 
customed to  intellectual  effort  and  excitement.  But  all  such  cases,  if 
properly  managed,  might  be  easily  cured  without  recourse  to  flesh,  wine, 
or  opium. 

While  I  admit,  however,  that  under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  the 
pure  vegetable  eater  is  more  likely  to  be  rendered  insane  by  supervening 
causes  which  have  no  necessary  relation  to  his  diet,  than  when  he  is  in 
the  most  vigorous  state  of  his  physiological  powers,  yet  I  must  in  solemn 
honesty,  and  upon  the  most  fully  ascertained  principles  of  science,  deny 
that  it  is  ever,  in  any  degree,  the  legitimate  tendency  of  a  vegetable  diet, 
of  itself,  to  produce  insanity  ;  or  that,  as  a  general  statement,  mankind 
are  more  likely  to  become  insane  by  changing  from  a  mixed  diet  of  ve- 
getable and  animal  food,  to  one  of  pure  vegetable  food  and  water — while, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  well  known  that,  in  civic  life  at  least,  the  free 
use  of  flesh-meat,  in  itself,  tends  to  produce  insanity. 

More  than  two  thousand  years  ago,  Theophrastus,  the  philosopher, 
who  studied  under  Plato  and  Aristotle — and  succeeded  the  latter  in  the 
lyceum — the  number  of  whose  hearers,  we  are  told,  became  two  thousand, 
and  who  died  at  the  age  of  107,  asserts,  as  an  unquestionable  fact,  that 
"  eating  much,  and  feeding  upon  flesh,  makes  the  mind  more  dull  and 
drives  it  to  the  very  extremes  of  madness."  The  same  idea  is  advanced 
by  other  ancient  philosophers.  "  Dr.  Halloran,"  says  Dr.  Lambe,  of 
England,  "  having  been  physician  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  of  Cork,  from 
the  year  1789,  says,  '  there  are  certain  festival  seasons  of  the  year,  when 
the  asylum  is  supplied  with  flesh-meat.  The  consequence  on  these  oc- 
casions has  been  uniformly  the  same.  The  strictest  precautions  were 
necessary  to  guard  against  a  scene  of  uproar  which  was  sure  to  follow. 
The  same  was  the  case  when  the  establishment  was  new,  and  flesh-meat 
furnished  once  a  week.'  n 

Dr.  A.  E.  Hosack,  of  New  York,  gave  me  the  following  statement, 
in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Francis,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1833,  as  a  matter  of 
his  own  knowledge.  "  A  very  respectable  and  worthy  family  of  Phila- 
delphia, were  in  the  habit  of  making  a  free  use  of  animal  food,  generally 
having  it,  in  some  form  or  other,  on  the  table  three  times  a  day,  and  par- 
taking of  it  with  considerable  freedom.  Three  out  of  four  brothers  of 
this  family  became  successively  insane,  and  two  of  them,  at  least,  de- 
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stroyed  tlieir  own  lives.  I  am  not  certain  that  the  third  one  did.  The 
fourth,  with  whom  1  was  personally  acquainted,  began  to  feel  the  symp- 
toms of  insanity  coming  upon  himself,  and  suffered  occasional  aberrations 
of  mind.  In  this  unhappy  condition,  at  a  moment  when  his  mind  was 
rational  and  undisturbed,  he  was  led  to  reflect  on  the  habits  of  the  family 
with  reference  to  their  great  affliction.  But  he  was  able  to  fix  upon  no 
probable  cause,  unless  it  was  their  free  use  of  flesh-meat.  He  immedi- 
ately abandoned  the  use  of  animal  food  entirely,  and  ate  no  more  during 
life.  His  symptoms  of  insanity  very  soon  disappeared — his  mind  became 
serene  and  cheerful  and  vigorous  ;  and  his  health  in  all  respects  became 
good,  and  continued  so  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  subsisted  at  least 
fourteen  years  on  vegetable  food,  during  which  time  he  was  an  active 
philanthropist." 

Mr.  B.,  a  tragedian,  who  has  performed  with  much  distinction  in  all 
the  principal  theatres  of  our  country,  has  for  several  years  past  found 
himself  subject  to  fits  of  insanity.  1  have  been  informed,  by  his  personal 
friends,  that  his  only  means  of  avoiding  this  calamity,  is  an  entire  absti- 
nence from  animal  food. 

Mr.  J.  C,  a  highly  respectable  gentleman  of  this  State,  called  on  me 
a  few  months  since,  and  stated  to  me  that  insanity  had  been  an  hereditary 
affection  in  the  family  to  which  he  belonged — that  lie  found  himself  seri- 
ously threatened  with  it,  and  had  begun  to  experience  many  distressing 
symptoms — that  he  attended  my  lectures  in  the  summer  of  1832 — had 
strictly  adopted  the  system  of  living  which  I  recommended — that  soon 
after  this  he  found  his  health  improving  in  every  respect — his  mental 
disorder  in  a  short  time  wholly  disappeared — and  he  had  ever  since  en- 
joyed the  most  perfect  health  of  body  and  mind,  with  a  decided  and 
very  considerable  increase  of  vigor  and  activity  of  both. 

I  might  add  many  instances  of  this  kind,  but  it  is  unnecessary.  None 
but  those  whose  knowledge  is  very  limited  on  this  subject,  can  doubt  that 
man  can  enjoy  excellent  bodily  health  and  great  mental  vigor  on  a  well 
ordered  vegetable  and  water  diet.  To  say  nothing  of  the  ancient  philo- 
sophers, and  statesmen,  and  orators,  and  poets,  and  historians,  and  divines, 
who  subsisted  wholly  on  a  vegetable  diet,  we  have  in  modern  times,  and 
in  our  own  day,  many  instances  of  individuals  who  have  subsisted  in  this 
manner,  most  of  their  lives,  with  great  advantage  to  the  health  and  vigor 
of  both  body  and  mind.  Thomas  Spilletoe,  of  England,  now  over  eighty 
years  old,  has  lived  the  last  half  of  his  life  wholly  on  a  simple  diet  of  ve- 
getable food  and  water.  Though  nothing  more  than  an  ordinary  man  in 
early  life,  he  is  now  considered  very  extraordinary  for  an  octogenarian, 
in  point  of  bodily  health  and  agility,  and  mental  energy  and  activity. 
Benjamin  Howland,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  an  infirm  man  at  forty  years 
old  ; — at  that  age  he  adopted  a  simple  vegetable  diet  ;  his  health  and 
strength  soon  began  to  improve,  and  he  has  continued  to  live  in  this  man- 
ner till  the  present.  He  is  now  in  his  eighty-fifth  year — is  a  large  farm- 
er, and  for  the  last  forty  years  has  every  season  led  all  his  hands  in  the 
hay  and  harvest  field,  and  they  who  kept  up  with  him  did  a  good  day's 
work.  All  who  know  Mr.  Howland,  know  that  he  retains  his  bodily 
powers  and  his  intellectual  clearness,  acumen,  vigor  and  soundness,  in  a 
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remarkable  degree.  But  cases  of  this  kind  are  to  be  found  in  almost 
every  part  of  our  country :  and  there  is  no  proposition  in  the  science  of 
human  life  more  clearly  demonstrated,  than  that  a  well-ordered  vegetable 
diet  is  most  favorable  to  the  highest  order  of  intellectual  acumen,  activity, 
power  and  soundness.  The  misfortune  is,  that  people  generally  know 
nothing  about  the  science  of  human  life  ;  and  not  one  in  a  hundred  even 
of  the  members  of  the  medical  profession,  has  anything  more  than  the 
most  superficial  acquaintance  with  this  important  science. 

It  is  not  with  a  disposition  to  return  reviling  for  reviling,  or  to  detract 
from  Dr.  Lee's  merits  as  a  physician  and  a  man  of  mind,  but  from  an 
honest  conviction  of  my  judgment,  that  I  say  that  his  knowledge  of  the 
science  of  human  life  is  very  limited.  The  article  which  he  has  pub- 
lished affords  the  most  complete  evidence  of  this,  to  those  who  are  capa- 
ble of  perceiving  and  appreciating  it.  He  writes  like  a  superficial  ob- 
server and  a  loose  reasoner,  who  hastily  draws  general  conclusions  from 
very  limited  and  imperfectly  ascertained  premises. 

Prejudiced  men  and  smatterers  may  consider  his  article  an  able  one, 
because  it  agrees  with  their  prejudices  and  habits  ;  but  profound  and  ac- 
curate thinkers — men  of  deep  learning  and  ripe  minds — will  perceive  at  a 
glance  that  it  is  presumptuous,  loose  and  inconclusive  ;  and  that  it  great- 
ly abounds  with  at  least  the  appearances  of  rank  prejudice  and  dis- 
honesty. 


SPINA  BIFIDA,  COMPLICATED   WITH  OTHER  MALFORMATIONS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  curious  case  of  Spina  Bifida  may  be  interesting,  since  it 
was  connected  with  other  deformities.  The  child  was  born  May  5, 1835, 
and  lived  six  months  and  ten  days.  At  birth  the  head  was  observed  to 
be  rather  larger  than  usual.  Upper  extremities  and  body  were  well 
formed,  as  far  as  the  second  and  third  lumbar  vertebrae,  where  the  tumor 
of  the  spina  bifida  was  situated.  It  was  about  as  large  as  half  of  a  small 
orange,  rather  flaccid.  Lower  extremities  were  at  right  angles  with  the 
trunk.  Both  feet  were  clubbed ;  very  little  flexion  of  knees,  though 
they  improved  some  in  this  respect  before  death.  The  legs  extended 
so  as  to  form  an  angle  of  68  deg.  with  the  thighs,  in  front,  and  the  lower 
extremities  were  frequently  brought  in  contact  with  the  face.  No  pa- 
tella could  be  distinguished  at  birth,  and  with  difficulty  before  death. 
The  life  of  such  a  deformed  being  was  not  very  desirable.  Everything, 
however,  was  done  to  make  it  comfortable,  but  nothing  with  any  expec- 
tations of  remedying  any  of  its  malformations,  for  it  evidently  could  live 
but  a  few  months.  The  lightest  dressings  were  applied  to  the  tumor, 
which  always  irritated  it,  and  serum  was  constantly  oozing  from  the 
capillaries  on  its  surface.  The  child  was  always  feeble — never  able  to 
support  its  head  upright — restless  and  irritable — often  appeared  to  suffer 
much  from  pain.  Had  little  or  no  command  over  its  evacuations.  The 
eyes  never  appeared  natural  and  intelligent,  but  wild  and  staring,  though 
the  parents  supposed  it  to  be  as  intelligent  as  any  child.    The  head  and 
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tumor  increased  more  rapidly  in  size  than  the  body  and  limbs  ;  and  a  few 
days  before  death  the  head  measured  nineteen,  and  the  tumor  ten  inches 
in  circumference.  The  integuments  over  the  fontanels  and  the  tumor 
became  more  and  more  distended  till  death.  The  sutures  of  the  cranium 
were  separated  but  very  little.  A  few  days  before  death,  the  child  was 
convulsed,  but  there  was  no  complete  paralysis  or  tetanus.  After  death, 
the  fontanels  became  depressed,  the  anterior  to  the  depth  of  half  or  three 
fourths  of  an  inch.  The  tumor  was  more  easily  compressed  than  dur- 
ing life. 

After  death  the  lower  extremities  were  brought  nearlv  in  a  line  with 
the  body.  Circumstances  did  not  admit  of  a  very  thorough  post-mortem 
examination.  The  walls  of  the  tumor  consisted  of  the  common  integu- 
ments and  membranes  of  the  medulla  spinalis.  The  contents  of  the  tu- 
mor were  a  serous  fluid,  nearly  colorless,  and  a  thick  cream-like  sub- 
stance of  a  pearl-white  color.  It  was  about  the  consistence  of  thick 
cream,  and  resembled  very  much  the  softened  spinal  marrow.  There 
was  more  serum  than  creamy  substance.  The  calibre  of  the  neck  of 
the  tumor  was  not  more  than  one-third  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  though 
its  base  externally  was  nearly  as  large  as  the  largest  diameter.  The 
neck  of  the  sac  did  not  pass  between  the  two  halves  of  one  of  the  verte- 
bras, but  between  the  third  and  fourth  vertebrae. 

The  articulation  of  the  hip-joint  was  very  much  like  one  of  the  ribs 
with  the  vertebras.  There  was  no  proper  neck  or  trochanters,  but  the 
upper  extremity  of  the  femur  very  much  resembled  the  vertebral  extre- 
mity of  a  rib.  The  knee-joints  were  easily  articulated,  and  nearly  natu- 
ral, except  a  deficiency  in  the  prominency  of  the  anterior  part  of  the 
condyles,  easily  admitting  the  leg  to  be  extended  to  much  more  than  a 
straight  line  with  the  thigh.  The  patella  was  about  one-quarter  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.     We  could  carry  the  examination  no  further. 

Although  circumstances  did  not  permit  us  to  examine  the  brain  at  all, 
or  the  spine  more  carefully,  yet  from  symptoms  during  life,  and  from 
appearances  after  death,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  free 
communication  between  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  and  the  tumor.  In 
nearly  all  such  congenital  malformations,  there  is  evidently  some  remote 
cause,  with  which  we  are  very  little  acquainted.  In  the  present  case, 
however,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  we  know  something  of  the  re- 
mote occasion.  Some  time  during  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  the 
mother  was  very  much  affected  from  a  sister's  child  being  taken  from 
the  river  in  a  state  of  asphyxia,  and  brought  into  the  house  where  she 
then  resided.  The  drowning  child  soon  recovered,  but  the  shock  was 
considerable. 

Was  not  this  shock  sufficient  to  cause  some  defect  in  the  growing  foe- 
tus? May  not  the  head  and  upper  part  of  the  body  have  been  so  far 
advanced  that  the  shock  could  not  so  easily  affect  the  growth  of  that  part 
of  the  foetus,  but  yet  sufficiently  powerful  to  check  the  perfectly  healthy 
development  of  the  lower  half  of  the  child,  which  is  not  matured  so  early? 
The  mischief  might  then  be  extended  to  the  otherwise  sound  portions — 
as  in  the  instance  of  a  communication  being  established  between  the  clis- 
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eased  portion  of  the  spinal  column  and  the  brain,  through  nearly  the 
whole  length  of  the  spine.  S.  B.  Carpenter. 

Newton,  Ms.  March  15,  1836. 


CHILD-BIRTH  CONVULSIONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  have  taken  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  following  case  of  midwifery, 
and  forwarded  the  same  to  you — not  with  the  expectation  of  furnishing 
the  medical  world  with  anything  new,  but  merely  as  affording  one  more 
evidence,  to  those  already  on  record,  of  the  safety,  if  not  the  propriety, 
of  sometimes  deviating  from  the  formal  rules  of  long-established  practice  ; 
and  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  as  you  may  think  proper. 

Phelps,  N.  Y.  Feb.  20,  1836.  Caleb  Bannister. 

Mrs.  M  ,  of  large  stature,  and  full  and  robust  habit,  aged  42,  was 

taken  in  labor  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  Sept.  last,  with  her  14th 
child.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I  was  called  to  her,  and  found 
her  laboring  under  hard  and  frequent  pains,  together  with  severe  convul- 
sions. An  examination  per  vaginam  was  immediately  made  ;  the  os  uteri 
was  found  to  be  amply  dilated,  and  the  membranes  protruding,  but  no 
part  of  the  foetus  could  be  felt  through  them.  The  patient  refused  to  be 
bled,  so  I  proceeded  immediately  to  introduce  the  hand  into  the  uterus, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  presenting  part.  At  this  period,  the  convulsions 
and  t he  violence  of  the  pains,  together  with  the  evident  unfavorable  pre- 
sentation of  the  child,  gave  to  the  case  an  aspect  that  was  to  me  appall- 
ing indeed.  On  introducing  the  hand,  my  previous  fears  were  all  con- 
firmed, for,  to  my  sorrow,  the  first  part  encountered  was  the  shoulder. 
The  waters  were  of  course  gradually  discharging — the  contractions  of 
uterus  were  violent — the  symptoms  of  repeated  convulsions  alarming, 
&c.  I  was  so  far  enabled  to  raise  the  shoulder,  between  the  pains,  as 
to  pass  the  hand,  but  could  not  pass  it  so  as  to  obtain  the  feet,  owing  to 
the  violence  of  the  pains,  and  soon  was  convinced  that  1  should  be  oblig- 
ed to  withdraw  it  without  effecting  my  object,  the  turning  of  the  child. 
Making  a  virtue  of  necessity,  therefore,  T  resolved  to  make  the  attempt 
to  cause  the  head  to  advance  in  place  of  the  shoulder,  and  was  not  a  little 
surprised,  as  well  as  gratified,  to  find  that  I  succeeded  so  easily — and 
which  was  done  by  raising  the  shoulder  so  as  to  pass  the  hand  by  it,  slip- 
ping it  around  the  head,  and  holding  it  in  as  favorable  a  position  as  cir- 
cumstances would  allow,  until  the  accession  of  a  pain,  and  then  gradually 
withdrawing  it.  The  head  dropped  and  rested  upon  the  pelvis,  and  the 
shoulder  was  not  to  be  felt.  I  sat  awhile  with  the  pleasing  expectation 
that  a  very  few  pains  would  safely  relieve  my  patient  from  her  perilous 
situation.  The  pains,  however,  instantly  subsided,  and  she  remained 
perfectly  free  from  them  for  the  space  of  thirteen  hours.  During  this 
period  of  anxious  suspense,  she  had  no  return  of  the  convulsions,  but 
was  troubled  with  alternate  and  severe  ague  chills,  and  fever,  and  her 
appearance  was  truly  frightful.    Waiting,  however,  with  as  much  pa- 
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tience  as  I  was  enabled  to  exert,  the  above  length  of  time,  the  pains  re- 
turned, and  she  was  speedily  and  safely  delivered  of  a  very  large  and 
healthy  child,  and  her  recovery  was  favorable. 
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MACKINTOSH'S    PRACTICE    OF  PHYSIC* 

The  favor  with  which  this  work  has  been  regarded  in  England,  might  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  many  treatises  on  this 
subject  which  the  medical  press  of  that  country  has  furnished,  it  has  al- 
ready within  a  few  years  passed  through  three  editions.  The  distinguish- 
ed and  deserved  celebrity  of  the  author  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  would 
certainly  justify  its  appearance  in  an  American  dress — particularly  as  it 
was  the  design  of  its  able  editor,  by  notes  and  alterations,  to  adapt  it  to 
the  practice  of  our  own  country.  The  reader  will  not  fail  at  once  to 
subscribe  to  the  simplicity  of  the  author's  classification  of  diseases,  which 
in  our  opinion  is  no  unimportant  part  of  a  compendium  of  practice  ;  and 
at  the  present  day  of  fast  multiplying  works  of  this  character,  the  arrange- 
ment is  almost  the  only  real  and  essential  distinction  between  them.  That 
of  this  writer  is  one  that  would  naturally  suggest  itself  to  the  mind  of  the 
practical  physician  ;  as  avoiding  on  the  one  hand  that  labored  and  nicely 
scientific  arrangement,  that  brings  diseases  into  a  fellowship  acknowledg- 
ed nowhere  but  in  a  nosological  table,  and  on  the  other  free  from  that 
disorderly  or  merely  alphabetical  system  that  characterize  the  works  of 
"  domestic  medicine."  In  his  history  of  the  doctrines  that  have  been 
held  on  the  subject  of  inflammation,  the  author  has  a  common  condem- 
natory verdict,  that  all  are  guilty  of  confounding  cause  and  effect,  a  sin 
that  might  safely  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  a  great  portion  of  the  medical 
observers  of  the  present  day.  He  however  wisely  concludes  to  leave 
anatomy  and  physiology  to  settle  certain  disputed  points,  before  this  "ter- 
ra incognita''  can  be  safely  invaded.  A  prominent  characteristic  of  the 
work,  is  that  in  connection  with  rich  learning,  and  the  results  of  acute 
and  long-continued  observation  of  disease  therein  manifested,  there  are 
strewed  throughout  the  volume  some  excellent  treats  of  common  sense — 
so  much  of  a  "  rara  avis  "  among  medical  theorists,  that  we  delight  to  no- 
tice them.  This  is  strikingly  displayed  in  that  portion  of  the  work  on  the 
causes  of  inflammation.  What  medical  student  that  has  not  felt  himself 
in  the  region  of  mysticism  when  plodding  over  causes  proximate  and  re- 
mote, exciting  and  predisposing,  and  when  bringing  his  knowledge  to  the 
elucidation  of  any  specific  disease,  compelled  to  call  the  symptoms  the 
disease,  and  the  disease  the  proximate  cause  ?  How  much  does  it  aid 
the'  medical  student  in  understanding  hooping  cough,  to  be  told  in  our 
text-books  that  among  many  of  its  predisposing  causes  is  a  "serous  tem- 
perament "  or  "  a  disposition  to  catarrhal  affections  "  ?  This  work  is  in 
an  eminent  degree  practical,  bearing  the  impress  of  a  mind  accustomed  and 
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apt  to  teach,  and  cannot  fail  to  secure  for  its  author  in  this  country  the 
deservedly  high  reputation  he  holds  in  his  own,  of  being  one  of  the  most 
accurate  and  judicious  observers  of  disease  of  the  present  age. 

It  is  however  of  this  edition  of  the  work  by  Dr.  Morton,  that  we  in- 
tended to  give  a  brief  analysis  for  our  readers.  The  editor  has  been  very 
favorably  known  as  the  author  of  a  volume  of  illustrations  of  pulmonary 
consumption  ;  and  certainly  it  is  due  him  to  say,  that  he  has  embodied  in 
this  edition  of  Mackintosh's  Practice  much  of  his  rich  store  of  pathologi- 
cal knowledge.  He  devotes  about  twenty  pages  to  an  explanation  of  the 
principles  of  the  physiological  system  of  medicine,  which  has  excited  so 
much  discussion  for  a  few  years  past  in  the  medical  annals  of  our  country. 
Mackintosh's  Practice  is  founded  in  a  good  degree  on  the  principles  of 
Broussais.  We  felt  glad  to  see  and  read  a  full  exposition  of 'this  system 
— the  basis  of  reasoning,  and  especially  the  view  of  fever  as  connected 
with  it,  which  has  so  much  divided  the  medical  public.  In  no  work  with 
*  which  we  are  acquainted,  is  it  so  clearly  and  concisely  unfolded  ;  and  not 
a  bare  statement  merely,  but  throughout  the  volume  he  has  arrayed  me- 
dical facts,  by  which  these  principles  are  tested  according  to  the  strictest 
induction.  These  portions  of  the  work  cannot  be  too  highly  commended. 
The  editor  appears  in  all  of  them  to  take  that  middle  ground  between  the 
cold  incredulity  of  the  ignorant  in  pathological  anatomy,  and  the  blind 
enthusiasm  that  would  convert  any  fact  in  favor  of  a  darling  theory,  al- 
though in  violation  of  the  axioms  of  medical  logic  or  the  laws  of  common 
sense.  A  very  important  part  of  this  volume  is  that  which  treats  of  intermit- 
tent fever.  Mackintosh  has  become  celebrated  for  the  discovery  of  a 
remedy  so  long  desired,  that  would  prevent  the  returns  of  the  paroxysms 
of  the  tertian  intermittent,  viz.  bleeding  in  the  cold  stage.  The  pathology 
of  this  fever  has  ever  been  a  vexed  question  in  medicine.  The  French 
school  apply  their  idea  of  irritation,  to  an  explanation  of  its  phenomena — 
which  is  the  rationale  of  the  antiphlogistic  and  derivative  practice.  Ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Morton,  this  remedy  will  not  admit  in  our 
climate  of  indiscriminate  application.  He  dissents  also  entirely  from  the 
author's  practice  in  administering  large  and  frequently  repeated  doses  of 
quinine,  but  considers,  with  us,  it  is  seldom  necessary  to  give  more  than 
12  grains  during  the  first,  and  not  more  than  half  during  the  second  inter- 
nal of  the  paroxysms.  We  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  editor's  addi- 
tional remarks  on  typhus — in  which  he  has  given  the  profession  an  ab- 
stract of  the  invaluable  labors  of  MM.  Louis  and  Chomel,  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  certain  symptoms  as  referable  to  existing 
lesions  occupying  the  mucous  follicles  of  the  intestines,  &c.  which 
heretofore  had  not  been  regarded  as  peculiar  to  this  affection.  This  re- 
sult of  their  researches  is  deeply  interesting  to  our  medical  practitioners, 
whose  opportunities  are  frequent  to  confirm  or  add  to  such  important  pa- 
thological knowledge  of  this  grave  disease.  A  brief  but  able  chapter  has 
been  added  by  the  editor  on  vaccination.  He  has  also  re-written  the 
chapter  on  cholera  asphyxia,  which  the  author  appears  to  have  finished 
before  this  distressing  malady  came  under  his  own  personal  observation. 
He  has  embodied  with  clearness  and  ability  the  experience  of  French, 
English  and  American  physicians,  as  to  the  pathology  of  this  terrible 
scourge,  and  the  various  and  contradictory  treatment  to  which  it  has  been 
subjected.  We  have  not  time  to  mark  the  other  important  additions  of 
Dr.  Morton,  but  cannot  in  justice  omit  his  contributions  to  the  chapter  on 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  particularly  page  444,  on  the  treatment  which  ought 
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to  be  studied  by  every  practitioner  amid  the  ravages  of  this  widely  de- 
structive disease.  Dr.  Morton  deserves  much  gratitude  of  the  profession 
for  placing  in  their  hands  a  text-book,  so  marked  by  original  thought,  and 
rich  with  pathological  and  sound  therapeutic  knowledge,  and  we  heartily 
hope  he  will  receive  something  more  solid,  of  which  the  work  is  certainly 
worthy. 


xMASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

In  accordance  with  a  law  of  the  Commonwealth  enacted  Feb.  16th,  1780, 
and  in  obedience  to  a  By-Law  of  the  Society,  the  Counsellors  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  give  notice, — that  candidates  for  exami- 
nation before  the  Censors  must  hereafter  give  evidence  of  having  read 
and  studied  the  list  of  books  adopted  at  the  Counsellor's  meeting,  Feb. 
3,  1836,  the  titles  of  which  are  contained  in  the  list  which  follows  : — 

Charles  Bell's  System  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 
Wistar's,  Paxton's,  or  Cloquet's  Anatomy. 
Oliver's  First  Lines  of  Physiology. 
Richerand's  Elements  of  Physiology. 
Bichat  on  Life  and  Death. 

Bichat's  General  Anatomy,  translated  by  Dr.  Hayward. 

Beclard's  Additions  to  Bichat,  do. 

Turner's  Elements  of  Chemistry,  or 

Brande's  Manual  of  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Webster. 

Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States. 

Bigelow's  Materia  Medica. 

Symes's  Principles  of  Surgery. 

Samuel  Cooper's  First  Lines  of  Surgery,  2  vols. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper's  Lectures  on  Surgery,  last  edition. 

Hunter's  Treatise  on  the  Blood,  Inflammation  and  Gun-shot  Wounds. 

Thompson  on  Inflammation. 

Dewees's  System  of  Midwifery. 

Velpeau's  Elementary  Treatise  on  Midwifery. 

Good's  System  of  Nosology. 

Martinet's  Manual  of  Pathology. 

Gregory's  Treatise  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic. 

Laennec  on  Diseases  of  the  Chest. 

Louis's  Researches  on  Phthisis.* 

Louis's  Researches  on  Typhus. 

Fordyce's  Dissertation  on  Fever. 

Heberden's  Commentaries  on  Diseases. 

Dewees  on  Diseases  of  Children. 

Lawrence,  or  Mackenzie  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

Cazenave  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

Hunter's  Treatise  on  Lues  venerea. 

Bailie's  Morbid  Anatomy. 

Cook's  Abridgement  of  Morgagni. 

Beck's  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Homans,  Recording  Sec'y  Mass.  Medical  Society. 
Boston,  March  6,  1836. 


*  The  works  of  Louis  will  not  be  required  until  translations  of  them  shall  have  been  published  in 
this  country. 
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ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

In  1825,  M.  Foissac,  a  distinguished  physician  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris, 
and  a  skilful  "  magnetizer,"  wrote  a  memoir  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
in  which  lie  invited  that  learned  body  to  make  a  new  "  examination  of 
Animal  Magnetism."  M.  Foissae's  proposition  was  discussed,  finally 
adopted,  and  a  commission  appointed  to  investigate  the  subject.  The 
members  chosen  were — Bourdois  de  la  Motte,  Fauquier,  Gueneau  de 
Mussy,  Leroux,  Guersent,  Marc,  Thillaye,  Magendie,  Husson,  Double. 
A  regular  course  of  experiments  was  commenced  by  these  gentlemen, 
and  pursued  during  four  years.  Their  reputation  and  the  length  of  time 
they  were  engaged,  make  it  certain  that  the  experiments  were  carefully 
made  and  can  be  fully  relied  upon. 

In  1831,  a  Report  on  the  facts  observed  by  the  commission  was  read 
before  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  This  Report  contains  a  full  account 
of  most  of  the  experiments,  presented  in  a  progressive  manner,  from  the 
most  doubtful  cases  to  the  most  evident  and  striking  proofs  of  the  mag- 
netical  action.  It  is  written  in  a  plain,  lucid,  and  very  philosophical  man- 
ner, and  its  tone  and  character  show  that  it  was  carefully  considered  by 
scientific  and  sceptical  men,  who  could  neither  be  imposed  upon  by  false- 
hood or  jugglery,  nor  led  to  exaggeration  by  enthusiasm  or  credulity. 
That  Report,  which  certainly  constitutes  a  most  authentic,  instructive  and 
trustworthy  document  on  Animal  Magnetism,  M.  Charles  Poyen  proposes 
to  translate  into  the  English  language  and  publish  by  subscription.  Its 
title  is  to  be,  "  A  Report  on  the  Magnelical  Experiments  made  by  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  Paris,  read  in  the  meetings  of 
the  21st  and  28//i  Jane,  1831,  by  M.  Husson,  Reporter."  It  will  form  a 
work  of  about  140  pages,  large  12mo.  size  ;  price  75  cents.  Subscrip- 
tions received  at  this  office. 


Spontaneous  Combustion. — Most  of  our  readers  will  recollect  an  inter- 
esting case,  in  the  last  volume  of  the  Journal,  of  what  was  called  partial 
spontaneous  human  combustion,  in  the  person  of  Prof.  H.  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.  The  following  additional  particulars  are  from  the  professor  him- 
self, as  related  in  the  last  number  of  the  Transylvania  Journal,  and  give 
a  cause  for  the  occurrence  which  may  be  considered  sufficient  without 
the  aid  of  spontaneous  human  combustion. 

"  The  drawers  worn  by  him,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  were  newly 
made,  and  put  on  without  being  washed.  The  store  at  which  he  procur- 
ed the  materials  for  them  had  lately  been  painted,  and  the  remnant  of  the 
goods  from  which  they  were  made  took  fire,  not  many  days  afterwards, 
and  was  consumed,  endangering  the  whole  building.  He  supposes,  and 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt  of  the  truth  of  his  opinion,  that  in  painting  the 
shelves  some  of  the  paint  was  dropped  upon  the  cloth,  a  mixture  of  silk  and 
cotton — and  that  from  the  action  of  the  oil  upon  it  the  combustion  resulted, 
which  has  been  repeatedly  observed  under  such  circumstances.  A  drop 
of  oil  adhering  to  his  drawers,  in  due  time  set  them  on  fire  ;  but  the  situ- 
ation being  one  unfavorable  to  the  process,  the  burning  ceased  when  that 
part  of  the  fabric  imbued  with  oil  was  consumed." 


Iodine  in  Mercurial  Salivation. — Dr.  Davie,  a  promising  young  phy- 
sician of  Alabama,  writes  that  he  has  found  "  iodine  a  speedy  and  effica- 
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cious  remedy  in  mercurial  diseases.  With  it  alone,  I  have  succeeded  in 
curing  the  most  aggravated  cases  of  ptyalism.  Even  where  the  fauces 
were  deeply  ulcerated,  and  the  alveoli  exposed,  I  have  relieved  my  pa- 
tients without  any  exfoliation  whatever.  1  differ  from  the  formula  given 
in  the  Transylvania  Journal  (vol.  7,  p.  437,)  by  adding  5  grains  of  the  hy- 
driodate  of  potash,  which  renders  the  iodine  more  soluble." — Trans.  Jour. 


Duration  of  Phlhisis. — Of  1 14  cases  observed  by  Louis,  rather  more  than 
two-tenths  died  between  the  first  and  sixth  months  of  the  disease  ;  four- 
tenths  between  the  sixth  and  twelfth  months  ;  rather  loss  than  a  fourth  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  years;  and  less  than  one-fifth  between  the  sec- 
ond and  twentieth. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Drs.  Beck  and  Bedford,  of  New  York,  have  had 
a  nose-twisting  quarrel  in  Broadway — an  ingenious  mode  of  gaining  pub- 
lic notoriety. — The  smallpox,  or  something  quite  like  it,  is  very  fatal  in 
North  Carolina. — Prof.  Riddell,  of  Cincinnati,  has  published  an  excellent 
paper  on  the  Geological  Features  of  Ohio,  which  shows  him  to  be  a  man 
of  accurate  observation  and  critical  scientific  acquirements. — It  has  been 
well  ascertained  that  chewing  tobacco  is  highly  destructive  to  the  teeth, 
inasmuch  as  the  essential  oil  of  that  powerful  narcotic  so  softens  the 
bony  texture  of  a  tooth,  that  it  begins  to  decay  prematurely. — An  annual 
report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  1835 — 
has  been  published.  As  a  whole,  it  is  very  satisfactory — more  will  be 
said  of  it  when  there  is  opportunity. — The  particulars  of  several  new  and 
eligible  situations  for  commencing  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery, 
may  be  known,  by  addressing  the  editor,  post-paid. — Dr.  Mifflin  Coulter 
has  been  recently  appointed  surgeon,  and  Dr.  A.  S.  Wedderburn  assist- 
ant surgeon,  in  the  navy. — A  Philadelphia  dentist  has  had  his  fingers  bad- 
ly injured — they  happening  to  be  in  a  patient's  mouth  at  the  instant  he 
was  taken  with  a  fit. — Dr.  J.  Palmer,  of  this  city,  has  sailed  for  Havana, 
on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  lady. — Dr.  Sleigh,  formerly  of  Cincin- 
nati, of  ephemeral  notoriety  as  a  lecturer  on  infidelity,  who  has  also  figur- 
ed in  a  small  way  in  public  discussions,  advertises  in  New  York  that  he 
has  recommenced  the  practice  of  his  profession — leaving  the  price  of  his 
services  entirely  to  the  liberality  of  patients.  His  pockets  will  never 
suffer  from  plethora. — A  successful  second  operation  for  the  formation  of 
a  new  anus,  was  performed  at  Glasgow,  last  season,  by  surgeon  Lindsay, 
on  a  boy  of  five  years  old,  who  was  born  with  imperforation  of  the  rec- 
tum, and  was  operated  upon  soon  after  birth.  The  first  appears  to  have 
been  too  small  an  opening — as  it  became  stopped  by  a  plumb-stone, 
swallowed  four  months  before  the  second  incision  was  made.  The  pa- 
tient is  perfectly  well. — Mr.  Ikin,  a  surgeon  of  Yorkshire,  has  published 
a  curious  case  of  amaurosis,  following  suppressed  feelings  of  passion. 
The  doctrine  is  this — that  a  person  who  suffers  himself  to  be  in  a  furious 
passion,  is  in  absolute  danger  of  becoming  blind.  The  promulgation  of 
this  discovery  may  have  a  happy  influence  on  society. — A  new  treatise 
on  Auscultation,  by  Dr.  Raciborski,  formerly  a  surgeon  in  the  Polish 
army,  has  been  translated  in  England,  from  the  French. — The  Cyclopae- 
dia of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Dr.  Todd,  has  reached  the  fourth 
part,  and  gaining  friends. — The  concours  for  the  vacant  chair  of  clinical 
surgery  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  at  Paris,  commenced  on  the  second 
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of  January.  MM.  Sanson,  Berard,  Jr.  Lapelletier,  Jobert  de  Lamballe, 
Seel il lot  and  Langier,  were  the  principal  candidates.  Concours  for  the 
anatomical  chair,  open  on  the  14th  of  April. — No  less  than  eight  new 
works,  of  importance  to  the  profession,  have  just  been  issued  from  the 
London  press. — Henry  Bond,  M.D.  has  been  elected  President  of  the 
Philadelphia  Board  of  Health. — A  child  is  now  exhibiting  in  Montreal, 
only  ten  months  old,  weighing  ninety  pounds.  Its  height  is  two  feet,  six 
inches,  and  it  measures  two  feet  and  eight  inches  in  circumference. 


To  Correspondents. — An  interesting1  history  of  a  case  of  Calculus — one  of 
Spinal  Irritation — and  remarks  on  the  Law  of  Menstruation,  are  on  file  for  publi- 
cation. 


Whole -number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  19,  34.    Males,  19 — Females,  15. 

Of  infantile,  3 — caucer  in  the  head,  1 — diarrhoea,  1 — lung  fever,  3 — inflammation  of  the  throat,  1 — 
rupture  in  the  head,  1 — measles,  1 — marasmus,  2— inflammation  on  the  lungs,  1 — piles,  1 — consump- 
tion, 2 — croup,  2— old  age,  1 — fits,  1 — drowned,  2— hanged,  2— amputation,  1 — intemperance,  1 — dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  1-spasms,  1-dropsy  on  the  brain,  2-convulsions,  1-delirium  tremens,].  Stillborn,  2. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.    Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 


given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by     Dr.  Channing. 

On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy                                           ^  "     Dr.  Lewis. 


The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


SURGICAL  NOTICE.     TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

The  attention  of  the  Medical  Profession  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  appointed  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the 
various  instruments  now  before  the  public,  for  the  treatment  of  hernia  and  radical  cure  of  this  dis- 
ease, published  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  the  present  month  (February), 
by  order  of  the  Society. 

Since  the  above  report,  important  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  different  instruments  as 
adapted  to  the  varieties  of  this  disease,  and  the  improvements  referred  to  by  the  Committee,  as  being 
under  consideration  at  the  time  of  the  report,  now  constitute  a  part  of  this  set  of  instruments. 

These  instruments  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  profession  only,  believing,  with  the  Committee 
above  referred  to,  that  no  Truss  capable  of  producing  a  radical  cure  in  hernia,  can  be  used  except  by 
a  surgeon,  and  that  no  Truss  should  be  applied  except  by  those  versed  in  the  anatomy  of  hernia,  and 
principles  of  surgery. 

Surgeons  throughout  the  United  States,  are  invited  to  take  an  interest  in  the  use  of  these 
instruments. 

Any  information  in  relation  to  the  above  instruments  and  method  of  treating  this  disease,  will  be 
freely  given  to  the  profession. 
See  advertisement  in  the  preceding  number  (November)  of  the  American  Journal. 

Address  (free  of  expense), 
111  South  9th  St.  Philadelphia.  HEBER  CHASE. 


INSTRUCTION  IN  DENTISTRY. 

The  undersigned  would  receive  six  pupils  who  are  desirous  of  acquiring  a  perfectly  scientific  and 
systematic  knowledge  of  practical  dentistry.  For  terms,  apply,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  to  No.  38 
School  Street,  between  thehoursof  12 and  2,  P.  M.  HENRY  A.  DEWAR,  M.D.  M.M.S.S. 

March  9 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by  D« 
CLAPP  JR.  at  184  Was  bin -.'ton  si  reel ,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications  must 
beaddr  maed,po8t  i>"><l.  .1.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.I).  Editor.  Itisalso  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  on  the 
1st  of  ever v  month,  each  Partcontaining  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  n 
cover.  Price  $3,00  a  year  in  advance,  f>0  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the 
year.-Hveiy  seventh  copy , gratis. -Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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MEMOIR  OF  THE   LATE  WILLIAM   SPOONER,   M  D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Dr.  William  Spooner,  whose  death  was  noticed  in  one  of  your  late 
papers,  was  born  on  the  24th  day  of  March,  1760,  a  few  days  after  the 
great  fire  of  that  year.  His  parents  lived  in  Washington  Street,  then 
Cornhill,  and  on  the  night  of  that  fire,  the  house  that  they  occupied  being 
in  danger,  it  became  necessary  to  remove  his  mother ;  in  consequence  of 
this  exposure  and  her  subsequent  confinement,  she  died.  At  the  age  of 
9  years  he  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Lovel,  for 
many  years  the  master  of  the  Latin  School.  Tn  the  family  of  this  vene- 
rable teacher  he  continued  to  live  until  July,  1774,  when  he  entered 
College.  In  the  following  April  the  battle  of  Lexington  took  place. 
Cambridge  now  became  the  seat  of  war,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
scholars  were  dispersed ;  and  he  went  to  Sherburne,  where  with  several 
others  he  lived  with  ex-President  Locke.  In  October,  1775,  the  scho- 
lars were  ordered  to  Concord,  and  were  restored  to  Cambridge  in  Oc- 
tober, 1776.  He  graduated  in  1778,  having  lived  as  chum,  during  his 
whole  collegiate  course,  with  the  late  Rufus  G.  Amory,  Esq. 

On  leaving  College,  he  immediately  entered  upon  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, under  the  charge  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Danforth,  who  at  this  time 
lived  at  the  north  part  of  the  town.  The  reputation  which  this  distin- 
guished physician  afterwards  enjoyed,  was  not  at  that  time  acknowledged 
among  the  richer  classes  of  the  community ;  but  he  was  extensively  called 
upon  by  the  poor,  which  gave  to  his  pupil  ample  opportunities  to  see  his 
practice.  Having  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  for  three  years,  in  1781 
Mr.  Spooner  entered  a  man-of-war  as  surgeon,  and  continued  to  act  in 
this  capacity  until  peace  took  place — having  during  this  time  made  three 
cruises  in  three  different  vessels,  in  one  of  which  he  was  captured  and 
carried  into  Barbadoes. 

In  April,  1783,  immediately  upon  his  return  from  his  last  cruise,  peace 
having  taken  place,  he  embarked  for  Europe.  The  following  winter  he 
entered  the  medical  school  at  Edinburgh.  This  school  was  at  that  time 
the  most  distinguished  in  the  world.  Among  its  professors  were  Cullen, 
Monro,  and  Black.  Another  cause  that  rendered  Edinburgh  an  object 
of  interest  to  the  medical  student  at  this  time,  was  the  warm  debates 
which  were  carried  on  between  two  parties  which  divided  the  school. 
There  existed  then  at  Edinburgh,  and  its  existence  still  continues,  a 
society  composed  of  medical  students,  called  the  Royal  Medical  Society. 
To  this  society  Mr.  S.  had  the  honor  of  being  admitted  a  member.  The 
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eccentric  but  ingenious  John  Brown  had  broached  his  peculiar  doc- 
trines in  opposition  to  his  distinguished  master,  Dr.  Cullen.  These  doc- 
trines were  so  simple,  and  at  the  same  time  so  plausible,  that  many  of 
the  most  intelligent  of  the  young  men  of  that  day  were  captivated  by 
them.  Thus  there  were  two  parties  ;  the  adherents  of  Brown,  or  the 
Brunonian  party — and  the  adherents  of  Cullen,  or  the  Cullenian  party. 
The  debates  between  these  parties  were  maintained  particularly  in  the 
society  just  named;  and  with  a  zeal  and  acrimony  that  is  hardly  excelled 
by  the  warmest  political  disputes  of  the  present  day.  The  sessions  of 
the  society  were  held  on  every  Saturday  evening,  the  debates  were  often 
maintained  until  after  midnight,  and  to  such  an  extent  were  they  carried, 
that  in  several  instances  they  terminated  in  duels  between  the  disputants. 
Mr.  S.  was  of  the  Brunonian  party,  and  the  opinions  that  he  then  imbib- 
ed, in  a  measure  clung  to  him  through  life — although  experience  taught 
him  that  they  could  not  be  strictly  adhered  to  in  practice. 

In  1785  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  On  this  oc- 
casion he  presented  a  dissertation,  "  De  Ascite  Abdominale,"  which  he 
afterwards  published,  and  which  has  been  commended  by  competent 
judges  for  the  correctness  of  its  style.  In  this  treatise,  he  describes  some 
experiments  made  by  himself  and  two  of  his  fellow  students,  in  January, 
1785,  on  the  top  of  Arthur's  Seat,  near  Edinburgh.  Some  account  of 
these  experiments  may  be  found  in  Thompson's  work  on  Inflammation, 
in  the  chapter  on  Frost-bite,  pp.  483,  497,  498.  The  summer  of  1786, 
he  spent  in  London,  and  with  Dr.  Wistar,  of  Philadelphia,  pursued  a 
course  of  anatomical  dissections.  With  this  gentleman  Dr.  Spooner  con- 
tracted a  friendship,  which  was  ever  afterwards  maintained. 

Dr.  Spooner  arrived  at  Boston  in  October,  1786,  and  settled  as  a  prac- 
titioner in  medicine.  The  peculiar  advantages  of  his  education,  the  polish 
of  manners  that  he  had  received  abroad,  and  the  distinction  of  family  and 
wealth,  gave  to  him  a  very  flattering  reception  into  the  first  circles  of  so- 
ciety. In  the  course  of  the  following  winter,  he  was  attached  as  surgeon 
to  the  regiment  fitted  out  from  Boston  to  suppress  Shay's  rebellion.  But 
as  the  news  that  this  insurrection  had  been  quelled,  met  this  body  of 
troops  soon  after  they  left  town,  he  was  not  called  into  actual  service. 
In  1804  he  was  elected  a  member  of  our  State  Legislature,  and  continu- 
ed to  be  re-elected  for  seven  successive  years,  for  five  of  which  he  was 
chosen  senator.  In  his  politics  he  was  a  decided  federalist,  although 
there  were  few  men  in  public  life,  during  that  exciting  period  of  our 
history,  who  exhibited  less  of  the  character  of  a  partizan  than  he  did. 
He  was  always  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  characters  and  the  measures  of 
his  opponents,  and  to  check  the  excesses  to  which  the  measures  of  his 
own  party  at  times  seemed  to  tend. 

Dr.  S.  was  an  efficient  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
— of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences — of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  and  the  Humane  Society.  For  many  years  he  acted 
as  one  of  the  medical  Censors  of  our  State  Society,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  for  awarding  the  Boylston  Prizes.  He  also  served  on 
the  School  Committee  for  this  town,  and  for  a  long  time  was  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  University.    The  ease  of 
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his  pecuniary  circumstances  on  starting  in  life,  and  the  absorbing  interests 
of  politics  in  which  he  afterwards  became  engaged,  were  not  favorable  to 
that  devotion  to  professional  pursuits  which  can  alone  ensure  full  suc- 
cess. Still,  for  several  years,  he  had  a  good  share  of  medical  practice  ; 
and  until  late  in  life  he  continued  to  enjoy,  as  a  physician,  the  confidence 
of  some  of  our  most  respectable  families.  He  was  decided  and  success- 
ful as  a  practitioner.  In  the  early  stages  of  disease  he  depended  almost 
entirely  upon  evacuants,  and  in  the  more  advanced  stages  of  acute,  and  in 
all  chronic  cases,  he  made  a  much  more  free  use  of  stimulants  than  is 
common  at  the  present  day,  always  paying  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
alimentary  canal. 

In  his  manners  he  wTas  affable,  respectful,  and  even  courteous  ;  he  was 
a  remnant  of  that  old  school  which  with  him  seems  almost  entirely  to 
have  passed  away.  In  his  feelings  he  was  benevolent  and  truly  public 
spirited  ;  he  was  always  willing  to  give  his  time,  and  to  contribute  from 
his  means,  to  all  objects  intended  to  promote  the  public  good.  There 
are  few  institutions  of  public  utility  established  during  the  active  and 
prosperous  periods  of  his  life,  which  will  not  find  his  name  in  the  lists  of 
their  benefactors. 

Dr.  Spooner  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  Miss  Phillips,  daughter 
of  John  Phillips,  who  previous  to  the  revolution  was  the  commander  of 
Castle  William,  in  Boston  harbor,  and  a  direct  descendant  from  George 
Phillips,  the  first  minister  at  Watertown.  His  second  wife  was  Miss 
Rogers,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  D.  Rogers,  Esq.  of  Lyttleton,  and  a  lineal 
descendant  from  John  Rogers,  the  martyr  at  Smithfield.  He  had  sixteen 
children,  ten  of  whom  arrived  at  maturity,  and  eight  survived  him.  Jn 
the  latter  years  of  his  life  he  was  visited  with  afflictions  of  a  most  trying 
nature.  In  18-24,  he  lost  his  fond  and  most  devoted  wife,  who  was  his 
prop  and  solace  amidst  all  the  trials  and  difficulties  of  his  life  ;  and  in  a 
few  months  more,  after  a  long  scene  of  heart-rending  suffering,  he  com- 
mitted to  the  grave  his  distinguished  son,  the  late  William  J.  Spooner. 
In  1830  he  was  again  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  beloved  son,  his 
youngest  child,  a  youth  of  much  promise,  who  in  the  midst  of  health,  by 
a  singular  and  mysterious  Providence,  was  suddenly  taken  away.  Amidst 
all  his  trials  and  afflictions  he  was  submissive,  and  whatever  his  private 
griefs  may  have  been,  in  his  intercourse  with  the  world  he  exhibited 
uniform  equanimity  and  cheerfulness. 

In  his  childhood  he  was  thought  to  have  a  feeble  constitution,  but  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  his  life  he  enjoyed  an  unusual  share  of  health.  For 
several  winters  previous  to  his  death  he  was  troubled  with  a  cutaneous 
eruption  (psoriasis),  which  would  disappear  on  the  return  of  warm  weath- 
er. On  the  coming  on  of  the  cold  weather  of  the  past  winter,  this  erup- 
tion returned  with  increased  violence,  accompanied  with  an  inflammation 
which  extended  from  the  mouth  to  the  stomach,  and  probably  below, 
with  great  depression  of  strength  and  an  inability  to  retain  food  on  the 
stomach.  This  state  of  things  continued  for  several  weeks,  when  an 
amendment  took  place — his  appetite  returned,  and  his  strength  so  far 
improved  that  he  was  able  to  walk  across  his  room.  Immediately  fol- 
lowing the  severe  weather  which  took  place  early  in  February,  an  in- 
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flammation  of  the  lungs  (pneumonitis)  supervened,  which  was  too  much 
for  a  constitution  already  much  enfeebled,  and  after  having  suffered  for 
a  few  days  he  died  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  in  the  76th  year  of 
his  age. 

March,  1836. 


CASE    OF  CALCULUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — If  you  deem  the  following  case  worthy  a  place  in  your  valuable 
paper,  you  are  at  liberty  to  insert  it,  and  by  so  doing  you  will  oblige  some 
of  your  subscribers.  Yours,  &lc.  L.  P.  Cowles,  M.D. 

Randolph,  Cattaraugus  Co.  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1836. 

Feb.  4th,  1836,  was  requested  to  visit  Orris  W.  Bacon,  aet.  1 1  years 
and  a  few  days.  Upon  inquiry,  1  received  the  following  history  of  the 
patient  from  the  parents  of  the  lad. 

Eight  years  ago  last  January,  whilst  residing  in  the  town  of  Phelps, 
Ontario  Co.  N.  Y.,  he  was  taken  ill  with  what  was  considered  to  be 
worms  (although  they  were  never  able  to  obtain  any  from  him).  His 
indisposition  was  so  great  that,  medical  aid  was  deemed  necessary,  and 
was  requested.  Dr.  B  ,  their  physician,  gave  a  large  dose  of  calo- 
mel at  night,  which  operated  the  next  morning.  In  the  course  of  the 
day  following,  the  patient  complained  of  a  stinging,  burning  sensation 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  urethra,  but  more  particularly  at  the 
fraenum  and  glans  penis,  upon  voiding  his  urine,  and  which  continued 
for  quite  a  time  after  the  urine  had  ceased  flowing.  These  symptoms, 
in  the  month  of  April  following,  became  so  much  augmented,  attended 
with  an  urgent  and  constant  desire  to  void  his  urine,  that  his  parents  de- 
termined to  employ  another  physician,  and  called  Dr.  W  ,  of  New- 
ark, Wayne  Co.  who  called  it  worms,  and  prescribed  for  the  same  with- 
out any  effect,  not  so  much  as  a  palliation  of  the  then  existing  symptoms. 
After  having  prescribed  until  August,  of  the  same  year,  to  no  effect, 

they  applied  to  Dr.  R  ,  of  Palmyra,  Munroe  Co.  who  pronounced 

it  Urinary  Calculus,  although  he  did  not  introduce  the  sound  :  but  his 
convictions  were  so  strong,  that  he  requested  the  parents  to  carry  him  to 

Geneva,  to  Dr.  C  ,  a  celebrated  physician  and  surgeon,  that  he 

might  perform  the  operation  of  lithotomy  upon  him  ;  but  upon  bis  being 

presented  to  Dr.  C  ,  he,  without  even  sounding  him,  denied  its  being 

calculus.  He  said  he  had  just  dismissed  a  patient  with  precisely  the 
same  disease,  and  that  it  was  nothing  but  "  pin  worms,"  and  he  would 
ask  for  no  longer  time  than  two  weeks  to  effect  a  cure.  Of  course,  with- 
out even  attempting  to  sound  him,  he  commenced  a  course  for  "  pin 
worms,"  and  continued  it  for  four  or  five  months,  whilst  the  patient  rather 
grew  worse.  He  finally  concluded  that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  disease, 
and  proposed  sounding  him  ;  but  the  parents  of  the  child  removing  from 
that  vicinity,  prevented  it.  In  the  following  spring,  the  symptoms  abated 
so  much,  that  little  inconvenience  was  experienced  by  the  patient,  until 
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cold  weather  again  appeared,  when  the  symptoms  became  somewhat 
augmented,  but  not  to  as  great  extent  as  the  preceding  seasons  ;  and  for 
one  or  two  seasons  following,  the  indisposition  was  so  slight  that  little 
medical  aid  was  called  for.  During  this  time,  and  in  fact  during  the 
whole  of  the  time  that  he  was  laboring  under  this  malady,  he  could  walk, 
and  run,  and  jump,  and  ride  on  horseback,  without  producing  any  incon- 
venience at  all,  and  it  made  no  difference  in  what  position  he  was  whilst 
voiding  his  urine. 

Upon  a  recurrence  of  the  symptoms  in  a  more  aggravated  form,  they 

again  made  application  for  medical  assistance,  and  called  Dr.  P  ,  of 

Fort  Gibson,  Wayne  Co.  N.  Y.,  who  pronounced  it  "  cramp,"  and  for 
that  made  prescription  for  three  or  four  months,  to  no  effect.  They 

then  applied  to  Dr.  D  ,  of  Newark,  Wayne  Co.  who  did  not  give 

his  opinion  of  the  disease,  but  prescribed  for  him  for  six  or  eight  weeks, 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Elicottville,  Cattaraugus  Co.  where  they 
at  present  reside.  Soon  after  their  location  there,  they  applied  to  Dr. 
C  ,  of  that  place,  who  called  it  "  chronic  inflammation  of  the  blad- 
der," and  for  that  prescribed  for  some  months  ;  when  a  muco-purulent 
discharge  from  the  bladder,  upon  voiding  his  urine,  appearing,  Dr.  C. 
changed  his  opinion  and  medication,  and  called  it  "  ulcers  of  the  blad- 
der," and  medicated  for  the  same.  He  finally  concluded  that  ft  was  a 
disease  of  the  u  kidneys,"  and  for  a  time  prescribed  for  that ;  but  at 
length  called  it  a  disease  of  "  general  debility  and  want  of  tone  of  the 

whole  system,"  and  during  the  time  he  was  under  the  care  of  Dr.  C  

and  Son,  they  medicated  for  a  little  of  almost  everything.  At  length  they 

applied  to  Dr.  C  ,  of  Sardinia,  Erie  Co.  a  very  celebrated  physician 

and  surgeon,  who,  when  he  visited  him,  was  at  a  loss  what  to  call  it,  but 
the  feelings  of  the  community  then  were  so  general  that  it  was  stone  in 

the  bladder,  that  Dr.  C  ,  without  much  difficulty,  introduced  a  silver 

catheter  as  a  sound,  but  could  not  detect  any  stone.  He  then  declared 
that  he  hardly  knew  what  to  call  it,  but  on  the  whole  he  coincided  with 

the  Dr.  C  s.  of  Elicottville,  that  it  was  a  "  disease  of  general  debility 

of  the  whole  system,"  and  made  prescription  for  the  same,  to  no  effect. 
At  a  subsequent  visit,  he  said  that  he  had  made  the  case  a  subject  of 
special  investigation,  but  still  remained  equally  as  undecided  as  at  his 
previous  visit. 

Not  as  yet  being  satisfied,  and  hearing  of  the  celebrated  German  water 
doctor,  of  Buffalo,  Erie  Co.  they  bottled  some  of  his  urine  and  sent  it  to 
him,  who  after  a  close  examination,  for  a  more  than  ordinary  length  of 
time,  with  all  his  talismanic  power,  could  detect  no  stone,  and  declared, 
with  all  that  peculiarly  bold  effrontery,  the  legitimate  offspring  of  ignorant 
and  self-conceited  quackery,  that  "  there  was  not,  nor  ever  had  been, any 
stone  about  the  'patient,"  but  that  it  was  a  "  disease  of  general  debility  of 
the  whole  system,"  and  for  that  sent  him  medicine  which  well  nigh  fin- 
ished his  days. 

Thus  much  for  the  history,  as  given  me  by  the  parents  of  the  lad. 

From  the  statement  of  the  symptoms,  as  given  me  by  the  father  when 
he  called  for  me,  T  concluded,  and  expressed  it  as  my  opinion,  that  it 
was  a  case  of  "  prostatic  calculi,"  and  that  the  reason  why  it  was  not 
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detected,  upon  introducing  the  catheter,  was  that  a  fold  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  urethra  had  fallen  over  the  stone,  or  protruded  upon 
the  end  of  the  catheter,  so  as  to  prevent  the  contact  of  the  calculus  and 
catheter,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  grating  sensation.  With  these 
views  1  first  saw  the  patient.  He  was  in  a  sitting  posture,  pale  and  ema- 
ciated, with  a  wild  and  cadaverous  look,  hectic  flush  upon  his  cheek,  and, 
upon  entering  the  room,  the  peculiarly  strong  and  offensive  scent  of  the 
urine  (which  is  ever  present  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  calculous  pa- 
tients), met  my  olfactories,  rendering  my  convictions  still  stronger  (if  it 
could  be)  that  it  was  a  calculus.  His  pulse  was  about  90  in  a  minute, 
weak  and  feeble,  tongue  slightly  coated,  stomach  quite  irritable,  hectic 
flush  upon  his  cheeks,  and  rather  a  hollow  cadaverous  appearance  of  the 
features  ;  temperature  of  the  body  rather  below  the  natural  standard, 
bowels  never  move  only  as  they  are  moved  by  injection  (in  consequence 
of  the  opium,  of  which  he  is  taking  15  grains  per  diem)  ;  constant  mic- 
turition ;  when  he  voids  urine,  erection  of  the  penis,  while  he  catches 
hold  of  the  glans  penis;  the  pain  beyond  description.  I  put  my  hand 
down  upon  the  perineum,  and  moved  it  towards  the  anus.  When  ante- 
rior to  the  anus,  and  in  the  left  lobe  of  the  prostate,  I  found  a  hard  sub- 
stance ;  and  when  pressure  was  made  upon  the  part,  the  same  sensation 
was  produced  as  in  voiding  urine.  I  immediately  informed  them  that 
there  was  no  doubt  of  there  being  a  stone  in  the  prostate  gland,  at  least, 
if  not  in  the  bladder.  But  his  general  state  of  health  forbade  an  opera- 
tion at  that  time,  and  I  commenced  a  tonic  and  alterative  course,  hoping 
(though  little  expecting)  that  he  might  regain  his  health  and  strength  to 
a  sufficient  degree  to  be  able  to  submit  to  an  operation.  The  distance 
from  him  at  which  I  lived,  and  pressure  of  business,  forbade  my  seeing 
him  until  the  12th.  Having  arrived  in  the  vicinity  late  the  night  previ- 
ous, early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  started  to  visit  my  patient,  and 
met  the  man  with  a  measure  for  his  coffin,  and  learned  that  he  had  gra- 
dually failed  from  the  time  I  first  saw  him,  his  stomach  rejecting  every- 
thing administered,  until  between  6  and  7  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the 
11th,  when  he  died. 

Post-obit  examination, — at  12  o'clock,  Drs.  W  ,  C  ,  B  , 

and  S  ,  of  Elicottville,  present.  Upon  opening  the  thorax,  no  mor- 
bid appearance  presented.  Upon  opening  the  abdomen,  the  liver  was 
found  somewhat  enlarged  ;  the  lower  part  of  the  right  lobe  considerably 
diseased,  tuberculated,  of  a  mottled  modena  hue  ;  some  adhesions  in  and 
near  the  caput  coli  ;  a  number  of  the  mesenteric  glands  considerably  en- 
larged. Upon  removing  the  liver  and  intestines,  the  kidneys  were  ob- 
served much  enlarged,  and  quite  soft,  and  on  being  opened,  more  than 
one-half  a  gill,  1  should  judge,  of  muco-purulent  matter  immediately 
gushed  out ;  the  ureters  at  their  renal  extremity  were  somewhat  en- 
larged. The  bladder  was  distended,  and  upon  being  opened,  about  the 
same  quantity  of  muco-purulent  matter  as  was  in  the  kidneys,  presented. 
Into  the  incision  I  introduced  my  fingers,  and  extracted  a  calculus  from 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  prostate,  ovoid,  and  of  about  the  size  of  a 
butternut,  which  weighed  18  drachms  and  a  half,  composed  of  the  oxalate 
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of  lime,  with  the  exception  of  the  point  that  protruded  into  the  prostate, 
which  was  the  triple  phosphate  of  lime. 

Some  circumstances  in  this  case  appear  to  be  of  some  importance. 

1st,  the  suddenness  of  the  attack.  There  were  no  symptoms  of  cal- 
culus until  the  day  after  the  supposed  attack  of  "  worms."  May  it  not 
probably  be  the  case,  that  the  nucleus  for  the  formation  of  this  calculus 
was  a  coagula  of  blood,  as  we  frequently  find  bloody  urine  in  cases  of 
"  worms  "  ? 

2d,  the  patient  could  run  and  jump  about  without  producing  any  more 
pain  than  to  remain  quiet,  and  could  void  his  urine  in  one  positron  with 
as  much  ease  as  in  another.  Is  not  this  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  of 
the  stone's  being  fixed  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  prostate  ? 

3d,  how  account  for  the  great  obscurity  of  the  case  ? 


SPINAL  IRRITATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  history  of  a  case  of  Spinal  Irritation, 
which  I  write  from  memory  only,  and  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish 
if  you  think  it  deserving  of  notice. 

April  22d,  1835,  was  called  to  see  Miss  E.  P.,  aged  29,  of  a  phthisical 
diathesis  ;  has  often  been  unwell,  and  for  three  or  four  years  from  the 
age  of  puberty  was  much  subject  to  syncope.  I  found  the  tongue  slightly 
furred,  fauces  considerably  inflamed,  and  a  slight  cough.  She  had  had, 
the  night  before  I  was  called,  some  diarrhoea,  and  had  complained  for 
several  days  of  pain  in  all  the  joints  of  the  extremities,  both  superior  and 
inferior,  even  to  those  of  the  fingers,  but  more  particularly  of  the  knees. 
The  pain,  which  she  compared  to  that  of  a  dislocated  joint,  disabled  her 
from  walking  across  the  room.  The  pulse  was  small  and  soft.  The 
catamenia  during  the  past  winter  had  appeared  only  once  in  six  weeks. 
The  skin  was  very  pale,  and  the  muscles  flabby.  I  found  a  tenderness 
on  pressure  of  five  or  six  of  the  superior  dorsal  vertebra?,  and  she  had 
occasionally  a  little  pain  in  the  left  side.  As  the  spinal  irritation  appeared 
to  be  very  slight,  I  at  first  viewed  the  case  as  one  of  dyspeptic  diarrhoea, 
and  treated  it  with  opium  and  other  stimulants.  On  the  second  day  of 
my  attendance,  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  irritated  portion  of  the  spine, 
which  entirely  relieved  the  pain  of  the  joints. 

As  the  diarrhoea  and  cough  continued  for  some  time,  she  emaciated 
very  fast,  and  her  friends  were  fearful  that  it  was  already  a  confirmed 
case  of  phthisis.  The  internal  remedies  consisted  principally  of  opium 
and  iron  ;  but  after  having  witnessed  the  effects  of  the  first  blister,  my 
attention  was  directed  almost  exclusively  to  the  spine.  In  the  course  of 
about  two  months,  and  after  five  or  six  blisters  had  been  applied  to  the 
spine,  she  was  enabled  in  part  to  resume  her  former  occupation,  and  has 
remained  well  to  this  day  ;  excepting  that  occasionally  she  has  a  cough, 
or  is  otherwise  slightly  ill,  when  she  without  advice  applies  a  blister  be- 
tween the  shoulders,  and  is  soon  relieved. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  that,  in  the  early  part  of  the  treat- 
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merit,  I  had  the  advice  of  one  of  my  senior  brethren  ;  but  as  he  has  ac- 
knowledged to  me  that  he  has  not  read  a  page  on  medicine  for  twenty- 
five  years  past,  though  he  has  recently  been  one  of  the  Censors  to  that 
ancient  and  honorable  institution,  Yale  College,  you  will  readily  perceive 
that  his  presence  could  have  acted  only  as  a  placebo  to  the  patient. 

I  wTish  to  inquire,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  1st,  Whether 
any  of  your  correspondents  have  made  use  of  the  means  recommended 
by  Velpeau,  in  his  system  of  Tolcology,  to  arrest  puerperal  uterine  he- 
morrhage ;  and  what  has  been  the  result  ?  He  says  that  though  he  ap- 
proves of  the  tampon,  he  has  never  had  occasion  to  use  it,  for  a  sinapism 
applied  between  the  shoulders  has  always  checked  the  hemorrhage  in 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes ;  and  he  makes  no  mention  of  having  read 
Teale,  Tate,  or  any  other  work  on  spinal  irritation. 

2d. — How  far,  or  whether  in  any  case,  spinal  irritation  may  be  a  cause 
of  abortion,  or  prolapsus  uteri  ?  I  will  only  add  that  T  have  seen  several 
cases  of  abortion  in  whom  there  was  irritation  of  the  spine ;  and  I  have 
recently  been  called  to  see  a  young  married  lady  who  has  prolapsus  uteri, 
and  who  aborted  last  April,  and  was  attended  for  about  six  months  by 
the  gentleman  above  alluded  to  ;  but  I  am  not  informed  that  there  was 
any  examination  of  the  spine,  though  there  is  now  great  tenderness  on 
pressure  of  the  vertebrae  throughout  its  whole  length.  Without  replac- 
ing the  uterus,  she  by  blistering  the  spine  has  been  very  much  relieved 
of  the  bearing-down  pain  ;  and  the  leucorrhceal  discharge  is  much  less 
than  before  the  application  of  the  blisters.  E.  G.  Marshall. 

Poquonnoclc,  Ct.  March  17,  1836. 


OBSTETRICS  :— BREECH  PRESENTATIONS. 

BY  STEPHEN   W.   WILLIAMS,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Some  writers  consider  Breech  Presentations  natural.  Others  think  them 
preternatural.  Some  recommend  in  all  such  cases,  to  search  for  the 
feet,  and  bring  them  down,  while  others  are  for  leaving  the  efforts  to  na- 
ture, as  in  natural  presentations.  I  think  no  general  rule  can  be  adopted 
in  the  case.  If  the  labor  is  tedious  and  much  protracted,  it  would  un- 
doubtedly be  best  to  attempt  to  bring  down  by  the  feet,  otherwise  not. 
I  am  unable  to  say  what  proportion  of  cases  are  fatal  to  the  child  in  this 
presentation,  but  more,  undoubtedly,  than  in  head  presentations.  I  have 
had  a  number  of  such  cases,  and  I  should  be  inclined  to  think  that  the 
greatest  proportion  of  the  children  were  born  alive.  The  two  last  cases 
which  occurred  in  my  practice  proved  fatal  to  the  foetuses.  In  one  case 
the  labor  was  so  severe  that  most  profuse  haemorrhage  from  the  mother 
followed,  and  her  life  was  scarcely  sustained. 

The  other  case  was  the  patient  of  Dr.  B.,  of  M.,  aged  29  years.  She 
was  attacked  with  labor  pains,  in  her  first  pregnancy,  on  the  9th  of  Dec. 
1835.  The  membranes  were  spontaneously  ruptured,  and  the  pains 
soon  subsided,  and  she  remained  free  from  them  till  the  12th,  in  the 
afternoon,  when  they  again  commenced.    They  continued  with  but  little 
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force  for  24  hours.  Dr.  B.  ascertained  that  the  breech  presented,  but 
there  was  not  sufficient  pain  to  expel  the  child.  Fearing  that  he  might 
have  difficulty  in  delivering  her,  he  sent  for  me  on  the  night  of  the  14th, 
about  34  hours  from  the  second  commencement  of  labor.  Upon  exami- 
nation I  found  the  breech  presenting  in  a  favorable  position  for  delivery, 
and  the  uterus  sufficiently  dilated,  but  the  pains  were  not  sufficient  to 
effect  the  delivery.  I  advised  the  use  of  ergot,  which  brought  on  severe 
and  continual  pains,  but  did  not  advance  the  child.  After  waiting  awhile 
for  these  unavailing  efforts,  I  attempted  to  introduce  my  hand  and  bring 
down  the  feet,  but  the  uterus  acted  so  powerfully  that  I  could  not  grasp 
them.  Thrice  I  was  obliged  to  desist.  With  much  difficulty  T  reached 
the  groin,  and  introduced  the  blunt  hook,  but  could  not  fix  it  with  suffi- 
cient firmness  to  have  it  operate.  I  then  introduced  it  firmly  into  the 
anus  of  the  foetus,  which  enabled  me  to  exert  a  great  force  upon  it,  and 
to  bring  the  breech  into  the  world,  and  I  soon  extricated  the  legs  and 
brought  the  body  down  as  far  as  the  breast.  Here  I  gave  the  firmly 
fixed  hook  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  B.,  and  grasped  the  body  of  the  child 
with  both  my  hands,  and  the  Doctor  and  myself  exerted  all  our  strength 
before  we  brought  the  child  into  the  world.  It  had  been  dead  several 
hours.  The  woman  was  small,  and  the  child  large.  It  weighed  nine 
pounds  before  it  was  dressed.  The  placenta  very  readily  followed,  and 
the  woman  was  put  to  bed  quite  comfortable,  and  she  soon  recovered. 
Dee?  f  eld,  Mass.  March  19,  1836. 


HYPERTROPHY  OF  THE  CEREBELLUM,  AND  ITS  INFLUENCE  ON  THE 

GENITALS. 

M.  Andral,  as  we  have  before  mentioned,  is  engaged  in  delivering  a 
course  of  lectures  at  the  University  of  Paris,  on  the  diseases  of  the  brain 
and  nervous  system.  From  his  eleventh  lecture  we  take  the  following 
remarks  on  a  subject  which  he  has  considered  in  a  light  no  less  novel 
than  interesting. 

We  have  said  that  hypertrophy  of  the  nervous  pulp  may  exist  in  certain 
portions  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis  besides  the  cerebrum  :  examples  have 
been  seen  in  the  cerebellum.  When  this  part  of  the  nervous  centre  is 
hypertrophied,  the  disease  presents  itself  with  the  anatomical  characters 
which  have  been  assigned  to  hypertrophy  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  their  description  here  ;  it  may  occur  without 
any  appearance  of  development  in  the  cranium,  or  the  hypertrophy  may, 
in  other  cases,  be  attended  by  a  corresponding  augmentation  in  the  dia- 
meters of  the  osseous  cavity  which  encloses  the  cerebellum.  Here, 
again,  a  highly  interesting  question  presents  itself.  What  influence  does 
this  exaggerated  nutrition  of  the  cerebellum  exercise  on  the  generative 
organs  ?  Do  we  find  the  natural  impulse  of  reproduction  elevated  with 
that  development  of  the  organ  to  which  some  physiologists  attribute  it  ? 
We  cannot  now  enter  into  an  examination  of  this  question,  which  would 
be  foreign  to  our  purpose ;  however,  we  cannot  avoid  mentioning  one  or 
two  particulars  that  seem  to  throw  light  on  the  connection  existing 
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between  the  cerebellum  as  an  organ,  and  the  impulse  to  reproduction  as 
a  function.  In  the  year  1823,  M.  Felix  Voisin  paid  a  visit  to  the  gal- 
leys of  Toulon,  with  the  express  object  of  determining  whether  certain 
predominant  faculties  are  accompanied  by  certain  external  signs,  the  in- 
dications of  development  in  certain  portions  of  the  brain  ;  he  chose,  as  a 
test  of  this  doctrine,  the  reproductive  impulse  ;  he  examined  and  mea- 
sured the  heads  of  372  individuals  confined  in  the  galleys,  proposing  to 
select  those  who  had  been  confined  for  the  crime  of  rape;  the  number  of 
these  individuals  amounted  to  twenty-two.  M.  Voisin,  without  any  other 
indication  than  that  which  he  drew  from  an  examination  of  the  occipital 
region,  pointed  out  twenty-two  amongst  the  372  as  the  persons  condemned 
for  the  crime  just  mentioned.  On  comparing  his  list  with  the  returns  of 
the  prison,  he  found  that  of  the  twenty-two  so  selected  by  him,  thirteen 
had  really  been  confined  for  rape,  or  attempt  upon  female  chastity  ;  a 
great  many  of  the  remaining  individuals  were  marked  as  convicts  of  bad 
morals,  men  whose  propensities  in  a  certain  way  required  the  strictest 
watch  over  them. 

Here  is  a  curious  coincidence  of  facts,  and,  remark,  that  if  M.  Voisin 
did  not  discover  all  the  individuals  confined  for  the  crime  of  rape,  this  is 
no  valid  objection  against  the  proposition  which  he  wished  to  establish, 
because  many  men  are  led  to  the  commission  of  this  crime,  not  from  the 
imperious  dictates  of  nature,  not  to  satisfy  an  actual  animal  want  or  de- 
sire, but  under  the  influence  of  imagination,  revenge,  and  various  other 
motives  of  a  similar  kind. 

In  some  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  cerebellum,  this  organ  seems  to 
encroach  on  the  nutritious  materials  of  its  osseous  parietes,  which  it  takes 
to  itself  to  appropriate  to  its  development.  Here  a  portion  of  the  skull 
is  absent,  and  the  nervous  substance  forms  a  hernia  externally,  projecting 
more  or  less  beyond  the  walls  of  the  cranium.  M.  Lallemand  cites  an 
example  of  hernia  of  the  cerebellum,  although  he  does  not  say  specifical- 
ly that  the  nervous  substance  was  hypertrophied.  Another  case,  pub- 
lished by  Dr.  Bennet,  may  be  found  in  the  Gazette  Medicale  for  1834, 
No.  42,  p.  667.  This  is  a  very  curious  example,  and  deserves  to  be 
cited  at  some  length  : — The  subject  of  this  observation  was  born  in  the 
year  1815,  and  at  the  time  of  birth  presented  no  abnormal  appearance  ; 
however,  about  four  weeks  after  birth,  a  small  tumor  was  noticed  near 
the  right  mastoid  process,  projecting  about  half  an  inch  beyond  the  sur- 
face of  the  bone.  The  tumor  remained  nearly  in  the  same  condition  for 
two  years,  when  Mr.  Bennet,  then  a  student  in  medicine,  attempted  to 
remove  it  ;  but  the  first  incision  was  scarcely  practised,  when  a  medullary 
substance  escaped,  and  the  child  sank  into  a  state  of  insensibility.  The 
wound  was  closed  at  once,  and  the  infant  recovered  after  a  lapse  of  six 
or  eight  weeks ;  a  second  tumor  now  appeared  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
both  commenced  to  grow  by  degrees,  until  at  length  they  were  limited 
by  one  large  base ;  at  the  age  of  six  years  the  united  tumor  was  as  large 
as  a  hen's  egg;  it  was  now  evident  that  a  portion  of  the  cerebellum  pro- 
jected through  an  opening  in  the  cranial  parietes.  Whenever  a  slight 
pressure  was  exercised  on  the  projecting  mass,  the  child  immediately 
lost  consciousness,  and  on  recovering,  complained  as  if  she  had  been 
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struck  roughly  on  the  head.  Up  to  this  period  she  enjoyed  perfect 
health  ;  the  intellectual  and  other  faculties  were  developed  in  a  regular 
manner.  There  was  no  modification  whatever  of  the  sensibility  or  of 
motility  ;  however,  another  phenomenon  was  observed  ;  at  the  age  of 
eleven,  the  first  symptoms  of  venereal  passion  showed  themselves.  The 
girl  was  seized  with  a  furious  desire  for  the  male  sex,  and  all  the  efforts 
of  her  mother  were  unable  to  prevent  her  from  giving  herself  up  to  the 
most  unrestrained  libertinage.  When  confined  to  the  house,  the  imperi- 
ous desire  by  which  she  was  tormented  declared  itself  in  abandoned 
movements  and  excessive  masturbation.  This  state  of  passion  continued 
unabated  up  to  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  she  died  suddenly,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  carried  a  heavyweight  on  the  head.  The  examination 
of  the  tumor  after  death  showed  that  a  portion  of  the  cerebellum,  enor- 
mously developed,  had  projected  through  a  deficiency  in  the  osseous 
case  of  the  cranium.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  manifest  proof  of  the  in- 
fluence which  hypertrophy  of  the  cerebellum  may  exercise  on  the  genital 
organs. 

These  are  the  principal  facts  that  we  know  in  connection  with  the 
subject  now  before  us ;  but  a  great  deal  yet  remains  to  be  done  before 
we  can  clear  up  the  mysterious  question  of  the  relation  between  our  fac- 
ulties and  certain  portions  of  the  brain  and  their  development.  There 
is,  then,  a  splendid  field  open  for  observation  and  experiment ;  you  might 
collect  materials  for  a  curious  history,  if  you  were  to  take  all  the  cerebella 
you  meet  with,  weigh  and  measure  them  accurately,  and  thus  endeavor 
to  ascertain  what  relation  may  exist  between  different  conditions  of  this 
organ,  and  the  feelings,  habits,  or  propensities  of  the  individuals  from 
whom  they  were  taken. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    MARCH    3  0,    1  836. 


POLITICAL  IMPORTANCE  OF  MEDICAL  SCHOOLS. 

Such  is  a  part  of  the  title  of  an  introductory  lecture,  by  W.  B.  Powell, 
M.D.  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  in  the  Medical  College  of  Lou- 
isiana, in  which  there  are  some  excellent  sentiments  advanced  ;  yet,  as  a 
whole,  it  does  not  possess  any  very  strong  indications  of  superior  genius. 
The  following  paragraph  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  pamphlet,  because  it  is 
strictly  original. 

"  When  any  enterprise  of  a  public  nature  is  contemplated,  which  in- 
volves the  mechanic  arts  and  the  laws  of  mechanical  philosophy,  a  com- 
mittee, composed  of  the  best  engineers  and  mechanics,  is  organized  to 
examine  the  facts  and  report  on  the  practicability  of  the  design,  with  the 
ways  and  means  requisite  to  carry  it  into  operation.  This  is  as  it  should 
be.  But  do  we  find  the  most  talented  of  the  medical  profession  selected 
by  the  Governor  or  Legislature,  to  sit,  in  committee,  upon  contemplated 
improvements  or  existing  circumstances,  which  involve  the  health  and  of 
course  all  the  other  interests  of  the  community  ?    No,  must  be  the  an- 
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swer.  On  the  contrary,  every  man  in  society  feels  himself  as  well  quali- 
fied to  direct  quarantine,  health  police  and  hospital  regulations,  as  any 
member  of  the  profession  ;  and  accordingly,  it  seldom  happens  that  any 
distinction  is  made  in  the  selection." 

That  the  Professor  is  intent  upon  the  creation  of  a  medical  School  at 
New  Orleans,  is  very  obvious  ;  and  it  requires  no  auxiliary  arguments  to 
show  that  his  views  are  not  only  laudable,  but  feasible. 

"  Although  the  magnitude  of  Philadelphia  and  its  commercial  character 
furnish  subjects  enough,  yet  the  hospital  being  removed  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  city,  places  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  students  to  be  bene- 
fited by  its  existence.  The  condition  of  Baltimore,  as  regards  hospital 
advantages,  is  no  better.  But  in  this  city  the  students  can  visit  the  hos- 
pital three  times  a  day,  and  attend  to  their  regular  studies.  And  when  I 
have  stated  that  this  hospital,  during  the  winter  season,  contains,  per 
diem,  about  two  hundred  and  forty  patients  (and  many  more  during  the 
summer),  and  that  there  are  four  clinical  lectures,  two  on  surgery  and 
two  on  practice,  delivered  in  it  every  week  to  the  students  ;  and  almost 
every  day  a  surgical  operation  of  some  kind  is  performed  in  it  ;  and  fur- 
thermore, that  the  Professor  of  Surgery  causes  the  students  to  operate  in 
his  presence,  while  the  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  requires  them, 
also,  to  examine  diseases  and  prescribe  ;  no  one,  who  has  the  proper  use 
of  his  intellect,  can  doubt  of  its  importance  to  the  students,  independently 
of  the  immense  advantages  it  affords  them  in  the  study  of  Anatomy  and 
Physiology.  The  writing  of  the  three  last  words  suggested  to  my  mind 
the  existence  of  a  falsehood  which  has  been  circulated  abroad  to  our  de- 
triment, viz.  :  that  Anatomy  and  Physiology  cannot  be  successfully  pro- 
secuted here,  in  consequence  of  the  warmth  of  the  climate.  So  fine  a 
field  for  these  studies  does  not  exist  in  America,  as  is  presented  here, 
from  the  first  of  December  to  the  last  of  April.  Dissecting  rooms  are 
more  offensive  in  the  North  than  here.  The  reason  must  be,  the  artifi- 
cial heat  which  is  used,  sometimes,  during  several  weeks,  to  thaw  the 
subjects  and  keep  the  students  from  freezing.  It  is  furthermore  proper  to 
add,  that  in  order  to  enable  the  students  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  of  these 
advantages,  the  Institution  has  an  able  Professor  of  Physiology  [Theo- 
retical and  Experimental],  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  who  lectures 
every  day." 

On  the  15th  page  is  an  historical  memorandum,  elucidating  the  pro- 
gress made  in  the  undertaking. 

"  During  the  winter  of  1834  and  5,  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana  grant- 
ed a  charter  for  a  medical  school,  to  be  known  as  the  <c  Medical  College 
of  Louisiana," — a  faculty,  under  this  name,  was  organized,  and  a  course 
of  medical  instruction  given  to  a  small  class.  In  consequence  of  a  resig- 
nation by  one  of  the  faculty,  the  chair  of  Chemistry  became  vacant,  and 
I  was  elected  to  it.  I  entered  upon  the  preparation  for  the  discharge  of 
my  duties,  during  the  present  term,  with  no  sanguine  expectations  of  the 
final  success  of  the  enterprise. 

"  But  now,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  College  will  speedily  rise  to  notice 
and  usefulness  ;  and  however  much  commendation  may  be  deserved  by 
the  present  faculty,  it  is  certain  that  too  much  cannot  be  awarded  to  those 
who  brought  it  into  existence,  and  struggled  through  its  first  term  without 
honor — without  reward — without  anything  but  toil  and  a  glimmering  hope 
of  a  more  flattering  future.  The  present  class  being  about  five  times  as 
large  as  the  first,  proves  that  they  did  not  toil  in  vain.    And  although  the 
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school  has  not,  by  a  large  sum,  returned  the  expenses  of  its  creation,  yet, 
if  we  can  obtain  the  encouraging  smiles  and  congratulations  of  our  fellow 
citizens,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  future." 

The  Professor  endeavors  to  meet  the  objections  to  his  favorite  locality 
for  the  Louisiana  School,  so  spiritedly,  that  it  would  be  extremely  unge- 
nerous to  annoy  him  on  this  point. 

"  During  my  travels  last  summer,  I  frequently  heard  New  Orleans 
objected  to,  as  a  site  for  a  medical  school,  on  account  of  its  immorality 
and  expensive  boarding.  These  are  weighty  objections  ;  but  do  they  exist 
in  fact  ?  The  first  is  a  slander  so  foul  that  I  do  not  wish  to  pollute  my 
quill  by  pursuing  it  to  its  fouler  source.  But  as  the  real  condition  of  this 
city  can  be  ascertained  only  by  a  comparison  with  others  of  equal  popu- 
lation, I  will  be  pardoned  tor  instituting  one  between  it  and  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  in  all  of  which  I  have  lived,  and  now  enter- 
tain the  highest  respect  for  all  of  them.  Nevertheless,  I  regard  it  as  a 
fact,  that  for  peace,  quiet,  and  good  order,  this  city  is  in  advance  of  either 
of  them  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  as  the  fact  thus  exists,  but  that  the  visiting 
strangers  now  in  the  city,  who  are  acquainted  with  those  places,  will  sus- 
tain the  opinion  1  have  given. 

"  As  to  the  second  objection,  I  cannot  make  a  better  reply  than  to  stale 
the  fact,  that  many  of  the  present  class  are  boarding  at  three  dollars  per 
week,  and  do  not  desire  better.  And  for  four  dollars  good  boarding  and 
lodging  can  be  had.  Clothing  is  cheaper  here  than  in  any  place  I  have 
ever  visited,  except  New  York. 

"  Anatomical  illustrations,  even  to  profusion,  cost  nothing  here,  while  in 
every  other  place  the  student  finds  them  a  pretty  heavy  tax.  Time  is 
saved  to  the  student  here,  for  study,  by  the  mild  temperature  of  the  cli- 
mate, while  in  the  North  he  must  be  constantly  turning,  like  a  self-moving 
spit,  to  keep  himself  comfortable." 

All  the  statistical  information  given  in  this  pamphlet  is  nearly  new  to 
us,  and  constitutes,  decidedly,  the  best  part  of  the  lecture  ;  the  remainder 
being  quite  tame,  stale,  incondite  composition. 


THE    OHIO    MEDICAL  REPOSITORY. 

A  specimen  of  a  new  monthly  Journal,  with  the  above  title,  which  hap- 
pens to  have  been  published  last  November,  edited  by  J.  M.  Mason, 
M.D.  after  a  fatiguing  journey  of  four  months,  has  finally  arrived  at  its 
place  of  destination — Boston.  The  first  article  is  an  extract  from  a  vale- 
dictory discourse  delivered  at  the  Jefferson  College,  Philadelphia,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord — 1827.  It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  everything 
is  in  good  keeping — tardiness  being  no  infringement  of  the  moral  law. 
Like  the  rear  guard  of  an  army,  the  Repository  picks  up  all  stragglers. 
Something  of  this  sort  has  been  a  desideratum  in  medical  literature  :  to 
observe  and  preserve  what  others  may  have  overlooked,  is  a  rare  quality 
in  these  days  of  competition,  when  most  men  are  only  willing  to  be  treat- 
ed to  new  and  original  things.  A  most  terrible  poem  on  health,  which  is 
enough  to  throw  a  compositor  into  a  tertian  ague,  written  as  recently  as 
1742 — just  ninety  fleeting  years  ago — occupies  half  a  column  in  a  confi- 
dential part  of  the  number.  The  advice  in  the  seventeenth  line,  is  a 
beautiful  expression  of  the  editor's  philanthropy — 

"  Trust  not  to  constitution,  'twill  decay, 

And  twitted  strength,  its  fibres  wear  away  "  ! 
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Now  it  is  no  part  of  our  design  to  seduce  the  subscribers  of  the  Ohio 
jyiedical  Repository  from  their  allegiance  to  this  medical  phenomenon  ; 
nor  to  insinuate,  underhandedly,  that  an  opinion  prevails  that  a  work  con- 
taining such  rare  materials  is  dear  at  two  dollars  per  annum.  However, 
if  its  patrons  can  stifle  it  in  embryo,  by  paying  a  bonus,  they  will  save 
the  reputation  of  their  Commonwealth,  which  is  greatly  at  stake  while 
this  Journal  exists. 


Action  of  the  Heart  and  Pulse. — In  Dr.  McDonnell's  investigations  on 
this  subject,  which  were  referred  to  in  a  late  number  of  the  Journal,  he 
found  that  the  respiration  and  pulse,  in  man  and  quadrupeds,  range 
in  health  from  four  to  six  pulses  for  one  respiration.  He  has  also  noticed 
a  coincidence  in  man  between  the  number  of  pulses  and  steps  in  common 
walking,  and  by  inference  between  the  number  of  respirations  and  steps, 
but  this  proportion  is  greatly  altered  in  violent  muscular  exertion,  as  run- 
ning, &c.  He  finds  that  the  number  of  respirations  and  pulses  are  much 
the  same  in  passing  over  the  same  space,  whether  we  run  or  walk,  pro- 
vided the  distance  is  over  50  or  100  yards.  In  quadrupeds,  especially, 
he  has  found  that  the  steps,  divided  by  the  respirations,  never  give  any 
fraction  in  the  quotient,  but  in  man  this  does  not  so  universally  occur. 

In  the  foetus,  Dr.  McD.  considers  the  pulse  in  the  arteries,  before 
breathing,  slower  than  those  of  the  mother,  which  is  a  very  different 
opinion,  we  believe,  from  that  generally  entertained.  In  cases  where  the 
child,  when  born,  remained  for  some  time  without  breathing,  he  has  no- 
ticed that  the  pulse  remained  slow  during  that  interval,  and  was  accele- 
rated at  the  instant  the  child  took  its  first  breath. 


Extract  of  Belladonna  in  Erysipelas. — A  case  of  erysipelas  of  the  head 
has  been  successfully  treated  by  Mr.  Liston,  at  the  North  London  Hos- 
pital, by  the  administration  of  small  doses  of  extract  of  belladonna.  One 
grain  of  the  extract  in  sixteen  ounces  of  water  was  ordered,  of  which  two 
tablespoonfuls  were  given  every  three  hours.  A  ring  of  nitrate  of  silver 
was  also  drawn  around  the  neck,  and  the  eyelids  punctured  and  fomen- 
tations applied  to  them.    The  disease  disappeared  in  a  few  days. 


The  Homoeopathic  System  of  Medicine,  or  Hahnemanism,  is  attracting 
considerable  attention  in  London.  It  is  proposed  that  the  profession  in- 
quire into  the  merits  of  the  new  doctrine,  which  it  is  said  has  acquired 
considerable  influence  over  the  minds  of  many  very  intelligent  men  in  the 
metropolis.  Dr.  Darling,  who  has  adopted  the  mode  of  practice,  ordered, 
a  short  time  since,  three  minims  of  the  liquor  ammonias  acetatis,  in  a  mix- 
ture for  a  child,  asserting  that  he  had  found  it  exert  more  diaphoretic 
power  in  such  doses  than  in  larger. 


Hospital  Samaritan  Society. — There  exists  in  London,  in  connection 
with  the  London  Hospital,  a  charitable  association  under  this  name,  which 
is  certainly  creditable  to  the  projectors  and  to  the  city  where  it  exists. 
Its  object  is  the  relief  of  circumstances  of  distress  in  persons  presenting 
themselves  at  the  hospital,  which  cannot  be  provided  by  the  institution 
itself.    In  London,  as  well  as  in  other  European  cities,  there  are  neces- 
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sarily  a  large  number  of  domestics  and  others  who  have  been  obliged  to 
quit  their  places  on  entering  the  hospital,  and  who  on  their  discharge  are 
without  the  means  of  support  till  other  places  can  be  procured.  Many 
require  partial  clothing  before  they  can  leave  the  institution,  and  assist- 
ance of  various  kinds  is  often  called  for  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  the 
convalescents,  who  without  the  aid  of  such  charity  would  be  compelled  to 
suffer,  or  resort  to  dishonest  means  for  relief. 


New  York  Hospital. — The  Governors  of  the  New  York  Hospital  report 
to  the  Legislature,  that  during  the  past  year  2001  persons  have  received 
the  benefits  of  the  institution.  Of  this  number  there  have  been  cured, 
fourteen  hundred  and  thirty-one  ;  relieved,  seventy-two  ;  discharged  at 
their  own  request,  one  hundred  and  one  ;  and  as  improper  objects  for  the 
hospital,  fourteen  ;  there  have  been  discharger!  as  disorderly  and  have 
eloped,  twenty-five  ;  died,  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  ;  and  there  remain- 
ed one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  in  the  hospital  on  the  last  day  of  the 
year  1835. 

Amenorrhea. — Dr.  Schonlein,  late  Professor  of  Medicine  at  Wiirzburg, 
is  of  opinion  that  an  injection  of  aloes  (ten  grains  in  a  small  quantity  of 
warm  water),  thrown  up  the  rectum  at  the  time  when  the  menses  ought 
to  make  their  appearance,  is  more  certain  in  its  effects  than  any  other 
emmenagogue. — Jimer.  Journ.  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 


Digitalis  a  specific  for  Delirium  Tremens. — Dr.  Cless,  of  Wurtemberg, 
states,  that  he  has  found  digitalis  purpurea  to  be  specific  in  the  treatment 
of  delirium  tremens.  Of  13  cases  of  this  disease,  in  which  he  adminis- 
tered the  remedy,  all  but  two  recovered  ;  these  two  had  a  relapse.  The 
digitalis  was  given  in  strong  infusion,  in  doses  of  a  spoonful  every  two 
hours.  After  symptoms  of  narcotism  have  made  their  appearance,  reco- 
very ensues. — Med.  Correspond.  Blatt  and  Gaz.  des  Hopitaux. — Ibid. 


Leucorrhoza  cured  by  Colchicum. — Dr.  Ritton  recommends  the  following 
pills  for  the  cure  of  leucorrhcea  : — R.  Pulv.  colchii.  autumn,  gr.  iij.  ; 
sapon.  med.  q.  s.  fit  pilul.  Three  of  these  are  to  be  taken  daily,  and  the 
dose  increased  to  five  or  six.  The  mean  term  of  cure  is  ten  days.  Dur- 
ing the  treatment  the  patient  must  abstain  from  fermented  and  alcoholic 
drinks. — Journ.  Conn.  Med.  Chirurg. — Ibid. 


Spirits  of  Turpentine  in  Enema,  as  a  cure  for  Sciatica/- — Dr.  Ducros,  Jr. 
of  Marseilles,  in  an  article  in  La  Lancette  Francaise  (Sept.  15,  1835), 
lauds  the  efficacy  of  spirits  of  turpentine,  administered  in  enema  for  the 
cure  of  sciatica.  He  gives  the  turpentine  in  large  doses,  from  one  ounce 
to  two  ounces  and  a  half,  mixed  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg  and  vegetable 
mucilage.  He  does  not  state  at  what  intervals  the  enema  is  to  be  re- 
peated ;  but  several  seem  to  have  been  administered  in  some  cases  before 
relief  was  obtained. — Ibid. 


Soda,  a  remedy  for  Toothache. — J.  S,  Gaskoin,  Esq.  in  a  communica- 
tion to  the  London  Med.  Gaz.  (Feb.  7,  1835),  states  that  toothache  may 
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be  effectually  relieved  for  many  hours  by  carefully  filling  the  cavity  of  the 
decayed  tooth  with  the  powdered  carbonate  of  soda.  It  does  not  seem  to 
lose  its  efficacy  by  frequency  of  application. — Ibid. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  134  young 
men  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  March  14th.  The  class,  so  'tis 
said,  numbered  364. — Smallpox  exists  at  Stratham,  N.  H.  in  the  practice 
of  Dr.  S.  Bartlett,  Jr.  of  the  confluent  kind.  It  is  said,  also,  to  have 
appeared  at  Durham,  N.  H.  Within  a  few  days,  a  case  has  been  deve- 
loped at  Hull — and  also  at  North  Bridgewater,  Mass. — The  U.  S.  pays 
only  $500  annually  towards  the  support  of  the  Hospital,  at  Louisville, 
when  it  should  be  as  many  thousands,  as  the  boatmen  engaged  in  a  labo- 
rious species  of  inland  navigation  are  continually  multiplying. — Other 
items  of  medical  miscellany  have  been  necessarily  postponed  to  another 
week. 


To  Correspondents. — The  conclusion  of  Mr.  Graham's  defence  of  his  system 
against  the  charge  of  its  producing  insanity,  will  appear  hereafter. — We  have  also 
on  hand  several  communications,  pro  and  con,  in  relation  to  this  interminable 
subject  of  dietetics,  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  insert  as  fast  as  the  limited  space, 
which  such  articles  must  occupy,  will  permit. — Dr.  McR.'s  cases  of  retained  pla- 
centa were  received  too  late  for  this  number. — A  communication  from  our  old  and 
respected  friend  Senex,  whose  various  duties  have  prevented  the  use  of  his  pen 
during  the  past  year,  will  have  an  early  insertion.  Also  a  letter  in  regard  to  the 
recent  case  of  "  autopsical  obscurity." 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  March  26,  33.    Males,  14 — Females,  19. 

Of  measles,  1 — lung  fever,  2— dropsy,  2 — murdered,  1 — water  on  the  lungs,  1 — consumption,  9 — 
pleurisy,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— old  age,  2— rheumatism,  1 — bilious,  1— erysipelas,  1— palsy,  1 — 
hooping  cough,  1 — marasmus,  2 — infantile,  2 — suicide,  1 — fractured  skull,  1.    Stillborn,  1. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 
E.  W.  LEACH,  M.D.  has  been  appointed  agent  for  the  application  of  Stagner's  Truss.  The  attesta- 
tions of  Professors  Gibson,  Pattison,  Drake  and  McLellan,  as  to  its  adaptation  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired end  in  the  cure  of  hernia,  have  been  before  the  public.  It  has  also  been  examined  and  com- 
mended by  distinguished  medical  gentlemen  of  our  own  city,  among  whom  are  Drs.  Jeffries,  Warren, 
Ware  and  Shattuck,  some  of  whom  have  examined  cases  in  the  city  which  they  pronounced  success- 
fully treated  by  this  instrument.  The  attention  of  the  profession  is  invited  to  this  truss,  and  for  this 
purpose  one  is  left  at  the  office  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — as  also  with  the  agent  at  his 
office,  No.  113  Hanover  Street.  tf. 
Boston,  March  16,  1836. 


A  GOOD  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON. 

A  physician  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts  (wishing  to  remove  from  the  State),  would  dispose 
of  his  place  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  A  very  eligible  location  for  a  young  gentleman.  For 
particulars,  inquire  of  the  editor  of  this  Journal  ;  if  by  mail,  post-paid.  eptf. 


DR.  JOHN  S.  BARTLETT  has  removed  to  No.  11  Atkinson  Street,  a  few  doors  below  his  former 
residence,  on  the  opposite  side.  The  office  is  that  formerly  occupied  by  the  late  Dr.  S.  H.  Smith, 
and  more  recently  by  Dr.  Wood.  March  2. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  part,  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
Recurely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by  D. 
C LAPP,  JR.  at  isi  Washington  street ,  corner  of  Franklin  Street, to  whom  all  communications  must 
be  addressed,  post  paid.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  on  the 
1st  of  every  month,  each  l';i  rl  Containing  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a 
Cover.  -Price  $3,0h  B  year  In  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $L00  if  not  paid  within  the 
ycir.  -Every  seventh  copy , gratis.  -Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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RETENTION   OF    THE  PLACENTA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  am  induced  to  send  you  the  report  of  the  two  following  cases  of 
Retained  Placenta — the  first,  on  account  of  the  benefit  derived  from  the 
tart,  antirnon. ;  the  other,  by  reason  of  their  being  reports  in  circulation, 
that  the  retention  of  the  after-birth  was  owing  to  my  carelessness,  and 
that  the  death  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  retained  placenta. 
These  reports  originated  in  the  ignorance  of  the  attendants  on  the  patient, 
and  have  been  encouraged  by  the  less  excusable  maliciousness  of  some 
individuals,  whose  nominal  standing  in  society  ought  to  have  placed  them 
beyond  the  influence  of  such  contemptible  temptation  to  "  gnash  their 
teeth  and  spit  their  spite  "  ;  but  "  molignitas  Tart  arum  fit  et  ad  Diabolum 
hominem  appraquinquat "  ;  and  while  the  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession have  to  bear  a  double  portion  of  the  venom  of  slander,  it  is  some 
consolation  to  believe  that  the  poison  generally  proceeds  from  ignorance, 
excepting  in  those  cases  where  intelligence  is  only  given  to  make  the 
darkness  of  a  character  more  horribly  visible. 

Case  I. — In  the  month  of  Nov.  last,  Mrs.  B.,  of  this  city,  was  deli- 
vered after  six  or  eight  hours'  severe  labor.  When  attempting  to  extract 
the  placenta,  I  found  as  complete  an  hour-glass  contraction  as  perhaps 
ever  took  place  ;  the  aperture  through  the  strictured  part  was  not  large 
enough  to  admit  my  finger,  without  using  such  violence  as  produced  ex- 
treme suffering  to  the  patient  ;  and  during  the  twelve  hours  succeeding 
the  birth  of  the  child,  although  I  made  frequent  examinations,  I  found  no 
relaxation  of  stricture.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  I  gave  her  frequent 
doses  of  a  weak  solution  of  antirnon.  tart,  until  nausea  was  produced  ;  and 
I  then  was  able  to  introduce  my  hand  up  to  the  fundus  uteri,  where  the 
placenta  was  lodged,  and  removed  it  with  apparent  ease.  Her  recovery 
was  attended  with  as  little  trouble  as  could  be  expected  after  so  severe  a 
labor. 

Case  IT. — January,  1836,  was  called  to  Mrs.  H.,  of  this  city,  a  young 
and  delicate  woman.  Understood  from  her  friends,  that  she  was  from 
five  to  six  months  advanced  in  pregnancy,  and  that  she  was  then  threat- 
ened with  an  abortion.  About  half  an  hour  after  my  entering  the  house, 
she  gave  birth  to  twin  foetuses ;  one  was  wrapped  in  its  membranes, 
which  came  away  entire.  After  separating  the  other  from  the  cord,  I 
attempted  to  introduce  my  hand  to  deliver  the  placenta,  but  found  great 
difficulty  on  account  of  the  straitness  of  the  vaginal  passage.  Upon 
pulling  gently  at  the  cord,  it  gave  way,  apparently  at  its  attachment  to 
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the  placenta.  During  this  time,  the  patient  complained  of  great  faint- 
ness,  and  she  was  seemingly  in  a  state  of  extreme  exhaustion — her  suf- 
ferings had  been  comparatively  little — the  hemorrhage  not  so  profuse  as 
generally  takes  place  in  like  circumstances.  I  left  her  to  call  on  one  or 
two  patients  in  the  neighborhood,  that  required  my  attention,  directing 
the  attendants  not  to  disturb  her  by  noise  or  company,  and  to  use  gentle 
friction  to  the  abdomen,  as  well  as  to  give  her  frequently  small  quantities 
of  wine  and  gruel.  About  an  hour  afterwards,  and  previous  to  my  finish- 
ing my  professional  business  that  I  left  her  to  attend  to,  I  was  requested, 
by  her  husband,  to  visit  her  again.  I  found  her  still  faint,  but  no  hemor- 
rhage of  consequence  had  occurred.  I  again  attempted  to  reach  the 
placenta,  but  found  it  impossible,  both  on  account  of  the  difficulty  previ- 
ously mentioned,  and  the  unwillingness  of  the  patient  to  submit,  as  well 
as  the  discouraging  conduct  of  the  attendants  ;  and  as  I  did  not  see  any 
danger  in  delay,  but  much  in  pursuing  any  measure  which  would  increase 
the  great  exhaustion  of  the  patient,  I  desisted  from  any  further  attempts. 
A  few  hours  afterwards  I  called  again,  and  finding  that  there  had  been 
no  propulsive  action  of  the  uterus,  1  gave  her  a  small  dose  of  an  infusion 
of  ergot,  and  repeated  it  during  my  stay  at  that  time — but  without  effect. 
I  will  add,  that  during  all  this  time,  instead  of  the  room  being  kept  dark 
and  quiet,  as  wrell  as  supporting  the  spirits  of  the  patient  by  encouraging 
assurances,  it  was  sometimes  crowded,  and  discouraging  conversation  was 
kept  up  regarding  the  patient.  I  again  repeated  my  directions,  and  left 
the  patient  for  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning,  I  visited  her,  and  found 
her  more  exhausted,  and  having  appearances  of  approaching  dissolution. 
Knowing  that  her  death  would  be  imputed  to  the  retained  placenta,  by 
her  friends,  who  were  generally  ignorant  people,  I  felt  anxious,  if  possi- 
ble, to  extract  it  before  she  died.  I  examined  with  my  finger,  and 
thought  I  felt  it  at  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina  ;  and  believing  I  could 
introduce  the  blunt-hook  easier  than  my  hand,  I  used  it,  but  found  what 
I  considered  to  be  the  after-birth,  nothing  but  a  small  coagula  of  blood. 
I  then  endeavored,  myself,  to  arouse  the  dormant  energy  of  the  system, 
by  camphor,  ammonia,  wine,  &c.  ;  but  all  my  exertions  proved  fruitless, 
as  she  sank,  and  died  while  I  remained  in  the  house. 

Now  what  was  the  cause  of  the  patient's  death  ?  I  apprehend  it  must 
have  been  produced  only  by  three  causes,  viz.  1,  exhaustion  by  loss 
of  blood  ;  2,  exhaustion  by  irritation  by  the  placenta  ;  3,  expenditure  of 
nervous  powder.  That  it  was  not  caused  by  hemorrhage,  can  be  proved 
to  a  demonstration  ;  for  there  was  not,  during  her  whole  illness,  sufficient 
to  have  produced  the  least  alarm  ;  and  that  there  was  not  any  internal 
hemorrhage,  can  be  almost  equally  as  well  proved,  for  the  abdomen  re- 
mained perfectly  flaccid,  and  free  from  fulness  to  her  last  moments. 

From  the  short  time  between  her  labor  and  her  death,  it  will  be  ob- 
vious, to  any  person  acquainted  with  the  economy  of  the  human  system, 
that  the  irritation  of  the  placenta  must  have  been  altogether  of  a  mecha- 
nical nature,  which  was  never  so  much  as  even  to  produce  the  slightest 
degree  of  uterine  contraction.  But  that  death  was  produced  by  general 
nervous  exhaustion,  commencing  before  labor,  but  undoubtedly  kept  up 
and  aggravated  by  the  distress  of  labor  and  the  succeeding  excitement,  I 
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verily  believe.  My  reasons  for  this  conclusion,  are,  the  delicate  state  of 
the  patient's  health  before  her  confinement — the  fact  that  the  labor  might 
be  termed  jjassive,  as  the  contents  of  the  uterus  slid  out  of  it,  seem- 
ingly more  by  the  force  of  their  own  gravity  than  by  any  active  effort  of 
the  uterus,  and  that  the  force  of  the  circulation  was  feeble,  indicating 
great  debility  before  her  confinement,  and  never  after  wTas  there  the 
least  symptom  of  a  re-action,  although  a  variety  of  powerful  stimulants 
were  constantly  prescribed. 

You  will  excuse  the  wearisome  minuteness  and  prolixity  of  the  fore- 
going report,  as  I  wished  to  exhibit  the  case  in  such  a  light  that  the 
most  ignorant  might  not  misunderstand,  and  the  most  malicious  could  not 
misconstrue.  McR. 

Bangor,  Me.  March  23,  1836. 


DIETETICS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — The  subject  of  diet  is  now  fully  before  the  American  medi- 
cal public,  through  your  columns,  and  I  heartily  rejoice  jhat  it  is.  It  is 
high  time  that  this  matter  should  be  taken  up  and  examined  by  medical 
men  ;  and  you  have  done  wisely,  as  I  conceive,  in  lending  your  pages  to 
the  investigation.  Just  look  at  the  circumstances.  A  prize  has  been 
held  out.  It  has  been  won,  and  ably  won.  The  ground  assumed  in  the 
dissertation  has  called  up  in  opposition  the  talents  of  a  man  who  has  been 
twenty  years  investigating  this  very  subject,  and  who,  enthusiastic,  and 
even  ultra  as  he  may  be,  must  be  acknowledged  to  bring  to  the  arena  of 
debate  equipments  of  no  ordinary  character.  I  have  the  misfortune  to 
be  an  utter  stranger  both  to  him  and  Dr.  Bell  :  and,  although  there  does 
appear  to  me  something  rather  vaporing  in  the  style  of  Mr.  Graham,  yet  I 
must  be  permitted  to  utter  the  belief  that  Dr.  Bell  stands  a  fair  chance 
of  being  thrown  into  a  very  awkward  and  mortifying  attitude  before  the 
public,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  by  his  professed  disdain  of  "  game  " 
that  was  not  far  higher  than  Mr.  Graham. 

I  say  not  this  to  inflame  either  side  of  the  question.  Dr.  Bell  has  re- 
ceived the  honor  and  the  avails  of  a  prize  ;  and  1  hope,  as  one  of  your 
readers,  that  he  will  not  withhold  his  able  assistance  till  this  subject  is 
thoroughly  examined.  I  would  not  be  the  judge  for  the  mass  of  your 
readers  :  but  when  a  subject  is  fairly  before  the  public  and  their  attention 
excited,  then  is  the  time  to  settle  it  and  "  lay  it  upon  the  shelf."  It  has 
been  an  interesting  inquiry  to  me  for  years,  whether  eating  meat  once 
or  twice  daily  is  an  injury  to  the  people  of  these  United  States  ;  and  I 
beg  the  pardon  of  Dr.  Bell  and  Mr.  Graham,  and  all  who  have  lately 
contributed,  for  saying  that  I  am  yet  undecided  whether  a  man  will  not 
be  just  about  as  healthy  whether  he  lives  on  a  plain  mixed  diet  or  one 
exclusively  vegetable. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  will  tell  you  what  kind  of  evidence  I  want,  and 
possibly  many  other  of  your  readers,  to  come  to  a  settled  conclusion.  I 
humbly  solicit  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been,  or  may  be,  engaged  in 


136 


Cancer. 


this  inquiry  now  going  on  in  your  paper,  to  give  us  facts  relating  to  an 
exclusively  vegetable  diet.  We  can  all  select  a  number  of  families  who 
live  in  a  plain  way  on  mixed  diet,  and  form  an  opinion  of  their  actual 
health.  Let  us  have,  in  your  paper,  a  candid  statement  of  families  or 
individuals  who  have  adopted  the  vegetable  diet.  If  this  mode  of  living 
has  ruined  many,  it  is  certainly  in  the  power  of  the  medical  faculty  to 
prove  it.  But,  sir,  let  us  have  no  reports  that  do  not  come  over  a  res- 
ponsible name.  The  name  and  residence  of  the  persons  reported  should 
be  known.  There  can  be  no  objection  to  this.  It  is  the  only  way  in 
which  we  can  come  at  truth.  If  there  be  any  mis-statement,  there  is 
then  a  chance  that  it  will  be  rectified.  We  have  had  three  or  four  cases 
by  F.  P.  F.  (in  the  3d  number  of  this  volume),  of  insanity  produced  by 
Grahamism.  But  who  is  F.  P.  F.  ?  Who  are  the  victims  ?  Where 
did  they  live  ?  Who  can  contradict  his  statements  if  they  contain  er- 
rors ?  Did  F.  P.  F.  hear  of  no  other  cases  of  insanity  than  those  of  the 
said  Grahamites  ? 

But  are  such  papers  as  that  of  F.  P.  F.  to  be  filed  and  laid  up  as  mat- 
ters of  science?  Does  it  bear  the  impress  of  candid  and  impartial  inves- 
tigation, as  if  he  was  aiming  solely  at  the  elimination  of  truth  ?  I  make 
these  interrogatories,  not  to  taunt  F.  P.  F.  Far  from  it.  I  very  much 
want  those  cases  in  a  shape  in  which  they  can  be  trusted  and  referred  to 
on  the  principles  of  medical  evidence.  Such  cases,  with  names,  places, 
dates,  are  what  I  have  been  long  looking  for.  I  have  heard  of  sad  ship- 
wrecks from  vegetable  diet.  But  where  are  they  ?  Will  not  your  con- 
tributors come  forward  with  plain  statements,  in  the  elevated  attitude  of 
philosophers — truth-seekers — bringing  no  symbols  of  party  or  of  passion 
— no  taunts — no  allusions  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  men — and  confer 
on  themselves  and  your  Journal  the  honor  of  a  full  and  convincing  array 
of  facts  and  reasonings  on  this  deeply  interesting  and  practical  subject  ? 

Hartford,  March  14,  1836.  M.  L.  North. 


CANCER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  have  wished,  for  a  considerable  time,  to  make  some  suggestions 
concerning  Cancer,  but  have  hitherto  been  delayed,  from  several  contin- 
gent circumstances.  I  make  no  pretensions  to  anything  new  upon  the 
subject ;  all  I  desire  is,  to  call  the  attention  of  our  profession  more  parti- 
cularly to  this  disease. 

Carcinomatous  patients,  by  regular  practitioners,  are  frequently  treated 
with  very  little  ceremony,  upon  their  first  application.  The  physician 
often  tells  them,  this  tumor  does  not  trouble  you  much  now,  and  it  may 
never  disturb  you.  I  think,  therefore,  you  had  better  make  your  mind 
easy,  and  do  little  or  nothing  to  it.  He  gets  rid  of  the  case,  perhaps,  by 
prescribing  some  placebo.  The  operative  surgeon  usually  prescribes  the 
knife,  which,  in  the  early  stage,  has  such  terrors  to  most  persons,  that 
they  are  apt  to  dismiss  themselves,  without  further  advice.  Any  efficient 
process  is  thus  liable  to  be  deferred,  till  the  complaint  becomes  intolera- 
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ble.  In  this  stage  recourse  is  usually  had  to  the  quack,  since  people  in 
distress  must  have  some  consolation,  and  will  even  rely  upon  a  broken 
reed,  though  it  affords  no  real  support. 

The  truth  is,  that  cancer,  or  almost  any  affection  that  in  time  is  liable 
to  become  cancerous,  is  as  easily  and  surely  cured,  when  taken  in  season, 
and  properly  and  perseveringly  treated,  as  almost  any  other  severe  dis- 
ease. There  is  no  surer  way  to  fail  in  any  disease,  than  to  begin  by 
imagining  it  to  be  incurable.  No  efficient  course  is  ever  recommended, 
or  perseveringly  pursued,  in  such  cases. 

The  scurvy  affection,  that  appears  usually  on  the  nose  or  face,  which 
sometimes  continues  through  life  with  very  little  inconvenience,  and  at 
others  degenerates  into  a  phagedenic  ulcer,  commonly  called  noli  me  tan- 
gere,  is  pretty  surely  removed  in  the  beginning,  and  even  after  it  is  con- 
siderably advanced,  by  wetting  it  several  times  a  day  with  Fowler's  mine- 
ral solution.  An  arsenical  cerate  answers  the  same  purpose,  and  was 
successfully  employed  by  the  late  professor  Nathan  Smith.  The  late 
Dr.  Coggswell  probably  was  as  successful,  in  the  application  of  a  paste 
made  of  corrosive  sublimate  and  moistened  crumb  of  bread.  In  most  of 
these  cases,  the  system  rarely  sympathizes  with  the  topical  affection,  till 
after  the  ulcer  is  deep-seated  and  extensively  diffused  ;  internal  remedies 
are  consequently  unnecessary,  in  the  early  stage. 

I  apprehend,  however,  that  it  is  very  different  with  the  true  scirrhus, 
or  tumors  likely  to  degenerate  into  scirrhus  and  finally  to  become  open 
ulcers  of  the  malignant  kind.  Their  more  general  return  after  extirpation 
by  the  knife,  and  their  usual  though  not  quite  so  common  re-appearance, 
after  removal  by  caustic,  confirm  the  idea  that  they  are  frequently  only 
symptomatic  of  a  peculiar  state  of  the  system.  Many  of  the  tumors  in 
the  female  breast  are  symptomatic  of  a  primary  affection  in  the  uterus. 

It  is  hence  obvious,  that  our  principal  dependence  in  scirrhus  must  be 
on  internal  means,  and  that  extirpation,  when  practised — which,  howe- 
ver, in  nine  cases  out  often,  as  late  as  it  is  usually  employed,  is  perhaps 
better  omitted — ought  to  be  reckoned  only  among  the  external  auxilia- 
ries. The  most  successful  of  all  the  internal  remedies,  generally  em- 
ployed, is  unquestionably  an  efficient,  regular,  and  persevering  course  of 
conium  and  iron,  in  quantities  as  large  as  the  brain  and  stomach  will 
bear.  A  course  of  tonics,  deobstruents,  and  narcotics,  combined,  will  do 
almost  everything  short  of  working  miracles.  Iodine  alone  frequently 
has  a  very  fine  effect,  but  it  is  often  best  employed  as  an  auxiliary.  Some 
species  of  the  dock,  and  of  other  vegetable  deobstruents,  are  also  good 
adjuvants.  The  system  cannot  be  cleared  of  the  carcinomatous  diathe- 
sis, except  in  some  such  way.  Arsenic  and  corrosive  sublimate — more 
particularly  as  external  applications  to  open  ulcers — are  sometimes  very 
useful.  But,  as  I  am  only  making  suggestions,  and  not  writing  a  trea- 
tise, I  shall  not  attempt  specifications,  either  for  internal  or  external 
remedies. 

As  a  very  general  rule,  the  system  is  in  an  atonic  state,  and  the  strength 
must  be  supported  by  a  nutritious  diet,  with  metallic  and  vegetable  to- 
nics,  and  the  irritation  must  be  kept  under  by  narcotics.  I  shall  only 
add,  that  the  few  practitioners  who  have  followed  a  regular  plan,  similar 
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to  the  preceding,  have  had  their  efforts  frequently  crowned  with  unex- 
pected success.  I  could  mention  recoveries  from  apparently  desperate 
cases,  which  have  been  so  palpable,  that  they  seemed  to  prove  too  much, 
the  idea  of  the  certain  fatality  of  cancer  being  so  strongly  riveted,  that 
neither  patients  nor  friends  could  realize  the  preceding  danger,  and  they 
imagined  that  a  mild  disease  had  been  mistaken  for  cancer. 

You  will  please  to  recollect,  that  all  I  wish  in  this  essay  is  to  promote 
inquiry,  and  to  attract  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  a  disease,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  is  unjustly  considered  as  an  opprobium  medicorum. 

March  22,  1836.  Senex. 


A    POST-MORTEM  EXAMINATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  Feb.  24th,  I  find 
published  an  obscure  case  of  post-mortem  examination,  during  which  I 
was  present ;  and  were  I  able  to  throw  more  light  upon  the  subject  than 
the  dissection  disclosed,  I  would  do  it  with  pleasure.  I  saw  the  wo- 
man who  was  the  subject  of  examination,  as  she  passed  through  this  vil- 
lage, the  evening  previous  to  her  arrival  at  Mendon,  at  the  hotel  in  this 
place,  where  she  spent  the  night,  in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to 
proceed  on  her  journey.  She  then  complained  of  soreness  and  tender- 
ness of  the  abdomen,  attended  with  uterine  hemorrhage.  The  next 
morning  she  was  no  better ;  took  the  stage  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Men- 
don, where  Dr.  Wilder  was  called  upon,  and  attended  her  until  her  de- 
cease, which  took  place  in  seven  days  from  the  time  he  first  saw  her.  I 
did  not  see  her  from  the  time  she  left  Woonsocket  until  a  few  minutes 
before  her  dissolution,  being  at  that  time  called  in  consultation. 

At  the  time  I  first  saw  her,  I  supposed  her  to  be  laboring  under  visceral 
inflammation.  I  advised  her  to  discontinue  her  journey,  and  place  her- 
self under  the  care  of  a  physician,  which  she  accordingly  did  that  day. 
She  had  travelled  between  one  and  two  hundred  miles  in  the  stage  ;  the 
weather  was  cold,  and  her  clothing  appeared  to  be  rather  thin.  She  was 
a  widow,  and  had  one  child,  several  years  of  age.  In  answer  to  the 
questions  whether  she  had  been  pregnant  recently,  or  not,  those  of  the 
profession  who  have  read  the  report  of  the  case  are  equally  well  qualified 
to  answer  as  myself. 

Many  of  the  appearances  on  dissection  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that 
abortion  had  taken  place;  yet  notwithstanding,  all  those  symptoms  might 
exist  without  the  existence  of  pregnancy.  Dr.  Wilder  informs  me  that 
abortion  did  not  take  place  while  under  his  care,  or  to  his  knowledge, 
and  that  no  evidence  of  anything  of  the  kind  had  been  manifested  to 
him  ;  it  might  have  taken  place  previous  to  her  arrival  here. 

Respectfully  yours,  Hiram  Allen. 

Woonsocket,  R.  I.  March  23,  1836. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — The  enclosed  sheet  was  picked  up  with  a  bundle  of  other  papers 
of  no  consequence.  As  no  owner  could  be  found,  and  not  knowing  ex- 
actly what  to  make  of  it,  or  to  whom  it  was  directed,  it  was  shown  to  a 
medical  friend,  who  advised  me  to  send  it  to  you,  stating  that  you  would 
be  likely  to  understand  it,  and  might,  perhaps,  turn  it  to  some  useful 
account.  Kappa. 

March  26th,  1836. 

GRAHAMISM  VINDICATED. 

Falstaff. — "  I  am  a  rogue,  if  I  were  not  at  half-sword  with  a  dozen  of  them  two  hours  together.  I 
have  'scap'd  by  miracle.  I  am  eight  times  thrust  through  the  doublet ;  four,  through  the  hose;  my 
buckler  cut  through  and  through. 

Poins. — "  Pray  God,  you  have  not  murdered  some  of  them. 

Fnl. — "  Nay,  that's  past  praying  for:  for  I  have  peppered  two  of  them:  tiro,  I  am  sure,  I  have 
paid  ;  two  rogues  in  buckram  suits." 

Mr.  Editor, — The  interest  that  Mr.  Graham's  discoveries  have  ex- 
cited among  some  of  your  readers,  of  late,  induced  me,  the  other  day,  to 
turn  back  to  the  extract  from  his  lecture  on  the  vitality  of  the  blood  (for 
I  confess  it  was  passed  over  rather  hastily,  by  me,  at  the  time),  for  the 
purpose  of  looking  again,  lest  I  might  not  have  penetrated  the  marrow  of 
his  "  severe  scientific  researches  "  into  the  occult  philosophy  of  that  vital 
fluid.  When  I  had  carefully  re-perused  the  article,  it  was  my  "  misfor- 
tune "  not  to  be  quite  sure  in  what  Mr.  G.'s  notions,  that  were  so  urgently 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  medical  men,  consisted;  and  I  took 
up  Copland's  Dictionary  which  lay  upon  my  table,  thinking,  as  that  is  a 
late  work  of  some  repute,  it  would  indicate  tome  the  state  of  the  science 
of  the  blood,  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  G.'s  discoveries,  when  I  could  easily 
draw  the  line  between  the  old  and  the  new  "  notions."  Turning  to  the 
article  on  the  blood,  you  may  judge  of  my  utter  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment, Mr.  Editor,  to  learn  that  some  unlucky  wind  Jiad  blown  Mr.  Gra- 
ham's "  notions"  upon  the  vitality  of  the  blood  across  the  Atlantic,  and 
that  Dr.  Copland  had  the  discoveries  of  Mr.  G.  all  written  cut  and  fully 
explained  in  his  Dictionary  ;  and,  what  is  most  provoking,  sir,  the  Doc- 
tor, probably  knowing  Mr.  G.'s  aversion  to  "  dictionaries  and  cyclopae- 
dias" has  not  even  named  him  as  a  "  benefactor  "  to  the  science  of 
vitality  !  !    Most  unpardonable  plagiarism  !  and  "  rank  dishonesty  "  ! 

Upon  the  proximate  principles  of  the  blood,  Dr.  Copland  has  sent  us 
back  a  complete  fac  simile  of  Mr.  Graham's  "notions,"  bating  the  soap 
bubbles  which  Mr.  G.  has  "  blurted"  into  his  lecture  by  way  of  giving  a 
portly  expansibility.  These,  no  doubt,  all  burst  and  were  lost  in  crossing 
the  ocean.  It  is  too  bad,  Mr.  Editor,  for  the  Doctor,  after  availing  him- 
self of  the  "  severe  scientific  researches  and  twenty  years'  experience  "  of 
so  distinguished  a  philosopher,  to  treat  him  with  such  marked  neglect, 
and  then  attempt  to  gull  his  readers  by  the  authority  of  such  superficial 
<;  smatterers  "  as  Sir  E.  Home,  MM.  Dumas  and  Andral,  and  Professor 
Schultz.  It  is  absolutely  unpardonable  !  And  then,  to  mystify  the  mat- 
ter still  further,  he  adds  to  Mr.  G.'s  "  notions"  all  that  vulgar  trash  about 
the  ultimate  principles  of  the  blood,  conjured  out  of  the  "  black  art  "  of 
chemistry,  by  such  blue  lights  as  Le  Cann,  Berzelius  and  Marcet. 
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"  But  this  is  obviously  an  expedient  to  cover  human  ignorance  ivith  the 
guise  of  science,  a  purely  hypothetical  attempt,  fyc." 

But  why  all  this  hawking  and  connivance  to  conceal  the  true  prince, 
the  "  heir  apparent  "  of  these  great  discoveries?  Ah  I  there's  the  rub  ! 
Is  it  not  already  apparent  that  Dr.  C.  is  "prejudiced  and  dishonest  1 
that  he  belongs  to  the  antiquated  and  exploded  school  of  flesh-eaters — 
"  God  save  the  mark  " — I  had  almost  said  cannibals  ?  I'll  engage,  sir, 
you  will  yet  see  him  stuffing  his  readers  with  "grave  trifling,  in  the  form 
of  scientific  reasoning  from  Baron  Cuvier"  and  "  the  trash  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  &c.  &c."  both  mere  pigmies  in  "  the  science  of  human  life  " 
compared  with  Mr.  S.  Graham  ! 

I  was  about  to  say  a  word  upon  the  "  raving  "  of  that  naughty  varlet, 
W*.  "W*. ,  for  his  unpardonable  credulity  in  asserting  that  tea  and  coffee, 
"  to  the  mass  of  mankind,  are  a  most  agreeable  and  salutary  stimulus," 
and  for  his  officious  meddling  with  theories  of  which  he  is  ignorant,  and 
that  do  not  concern  him.  But  I  bethink  me  it  is  all  unnecessary.  Mr. 
Graham's  Sancho  Panza,  R.  has  done  the  job  for  him ;  has  hurled  at  him 
such  a  volley  of  scorching  epithets,  as  would  batter  any  man  of  flesh  to 
a  jelly.  I  doubt,  sir,  if  there  be  anything  of  him  left.  Why,  indeed,  it 
is  already  demonstrated,  that  ninety-nine  "  in  a  hundred  even  of  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession,"  are  nothing  but  "  prejudiced  "  ignora- 
muses and  "  dishonest  "  knaves.  "  Call  you  that  backing  of  your 
friends  1  A  plague  of  such  backing  !  "  What !  make  such  "  state- 
ments as  he  does  concerning  tea  and  coffee,  in  the  very  face  of  the  most 
complete  scientific  demonstrations  made  by  a  number  of  distinguished 
professional  gentlemen  of  Europe  !  "  But  why  go  abroad  for  demon- 
strations ?  the  thing  is  preposterous,  when  we  have  them  at  home  !  Will 
"  ignorance  and  dishonesty  "  attempt  to  gainsay  the  "  severe  scientific 
researches  "  and  philosophical  "  instructions  "  of  the  late  celebrated  and 
peerless  Doctor  Sylvan,  alias  Rainwater,  u  concerning  the  dietetical 
abstinence,  fyc."  1  He  has  settled  the  point  as  to  the  poisonous  nature 
of  coffee.  Ecce  signum  !  It  is,  however,  but  justice  to  say,  our  erudite 
author  admits  that  "  souchong  tea  may  be  used,  but  not  strong." 

"  But  with  respect  to  the  charcoal  bean  ones,  as  none  of  the  minute 
analyzers,  after  their  having  sustained  the  torrefying  process,  have  pub- 
lished the  result  of  their  sedulous  analization,  and  consequently  inform  of 
the  eminent  principles  and  precious  qualities  existing  in  the  parched 
celebrated  grains,  by  this  notorious,  and  which  might  be  said  political 
deficiency,  we  are  obliged  to  make  no  distinction  between  the  reverated 
roasted  grains,  and  the  essential  ingredient  which  is  indispensably  em- 
ployed as  a  third  principle,  compounding  the  powder  of  fulmination,  and 
consequently  containing  no  other  known  properties,  but  the  one  serving 
to  the  fulminant  powder  composition,  calculated  for  the  benign  purpose 
of  launching  at  a  distance  incendiary  death,  and  effectual  combustion. 
Such  are  the  predominant  qualities  that  one  is  obliged  to  infer  that  can 
diffuse  into  the  human  body  the  charcoal  drink  seed  assimilation  ;  not- 
withstanding the  refined  emphatical  logic  of  the  black  liquor  exultation, 
and  the  one  of  its  most  illustrious  patron  and  promoter ;  and  all  those  su- 
perfine qualities  intelligibly  enumerated  by  the  venerable  and  corporeal 
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repairer,  methodical  wise,  are  solely  due  to  the  ignifying  element,  and 
the  renowned  charcoal  beans  assimilation,  by  the  plausible  reason,  that 
the  sapienti potent  physical  trismegistus,  notwithstanding  his  unexemplified 
idolization  for  the  Arabian  vegetative  production,  the  consistent  patron 
authentically  acknowledged  the  grains  of  the  berry  to  be  most  notorious 
for  their  offensive  and  poisonous  nature." 

Will  any  presume  to  gainsay  such  logic  ?  None  but  "  prejudiced  men 
and  smatterers."  Will  any  one  ask  for  other  demonstration  ?  I  would 
not  give  him  other,  if  demonstrations  were  as  plenty  as  blackberries. 

P.  S.  The  extraordinary  coincidence  in  sentiment,  language,  mode 
of  reasoning  and  conclusions  in  regard  to  dietetics,  and  particularly  the 
poisonous  nature  of  coffee,  between  Mr.  Graham  and  the  renowned 
Doctor  Sylvan,  alias  Rainwater,  is  one  of  those  surprising  cases,  of 
which  there  is  an  occasional  instance  in  the  history  of  individuals  in  other 
countries,  distinguished  for  originality  of  genius. 

A  querist  whispers  in  my  ear  a  doubt,  whether  S.  Graham  might  not 
have  been  the  pupil  of  Doctor  Sylvan,  as  he  must  have  commenced 
his  "  twenty  years  "  of  severe  physiological  and  psychological  researches 
about  the  period  and  near  the  place  wherein  the  "  sapientipotent " 
Rainwater  nourished  in  his  most  resplendent  glory.  Perhaps,  Mr. 
Editor,  you  can  inform  your  readers  as  to  the  fact.  Possibly,  suggests 
my  querist,  Mr.  Graham  may  be  appropriating  to  his  own  behoof  the 
labors  and  discoveries  which  belong  to  his  most  illustrious  prototype, 
"patron  and  promoter and  which  were  bequeathed  to  the  public  in  the 
inimitable  treatise  on  "  the  dietical  abstinence  "  about  twenty-four  years 
since.   Was  not  S.  Graham  pupil  and  heir  of  the  Rainwater  glory  ? 


ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 
[Communicated  for  t lie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Those  who  attended  my  last  lecture  in  this  city,  on  Animal  Magnetism, 
will  recollect  that  in  finishing,  I  pronounced  the  following  words : — 
"  These  facts  (the  magncticai  phenomena)  have  been  produced,  and  are 
every  day  repeated,  in  almost  every  part  of  continental  Europe.  I  have 
seen  them  also  produced,  and  in  a  manner  still  more  surprising,  in  the 
French  West  Indies.  They  have  been  witnessed  and  confirmed  by  men 
of  the  highest  rank  and  merit.  Therefore,  from  analogy,  I  say,  and  po- 
sitively affirm,  that  they  ought  to  be  produced  in  this  country,  and  they 
certainly  shall  be  produced  one  day  or  other,  by  making  proper  experi- 
ments ;  for,  those  facts  are  but  the  natural  consequence  of  certain  facul- 
ties of  human  organization.  Now  human  organization  is  pretty  nearly  the 
same  everywhere,  and  absolutely  the  same  under  the  same  latitude.  If 
the  magnetical  phenomena  have  manifested  themselves  in  Germany, 
Prussia,  France,  &,c.  they  undoubtedly  will  be  manifested  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  soon  we  shall  see  that  important  truth  as  fairly 
demonstrated  here  as  it  is  now  in  Europe." 

I  am  happy,  Mr.  Editor,  to  announce  to  the  medical  public/ that  my 
assertions  are  now  fully  confirmed,  and  prove,  by  indisputable  facts,  to 
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have  been  founded  on  a  right  reasoning.  The  magnetical  phenomena, 
since  I  have  finished  lecturing  on  this  subject,  have  been  exhibited  many 
times  in  several  individuals  ;  they  have  been  witnessed  by  respectable 
persons,  and  although  the  effects  produced  were  not  yet  very  striking  and 
convincing,  still  none  of  those  who  witnessed  them  could  help  acknow- 
ledging that  there  \s,as  they  say,  "  something  true  in  magnetism."  But, 
I  announce  to  the  public  that  these  phenomena  may  be  now  exhibited  in 
such  a  degree  of  evidence  as  to  oblige  the  most  sceptical  to  exclaim, 
"  it  is  true,  I  believe."    The  following  case  will  explain  what  I  mean. 

I  was  called  on  the  20th  of  this  month,  to  a  lady,  Mrs.  R  ,  living 

at  No.  54  Belknap  Street,  who  wished  to  have  magnetism  tried  upon 
her.  Mrs.  R  is  a  woman  52  years  of  age,  of  a  lymphatic  tempera- 
ment, nervous,  with  a  strong  predominance  of  the  nervous  system.  She 
told  me  she  was  affected  four  or  five  years  since  with  the  tic  douloureux 
in  her  back,  and  a  rheumatic  complaint,  which  occupied  all  the  inferior 
part  of  the  trunk,  that  is,  the  two  hips,  the  lower  part  of  the  vertebral 
column,  and  the  adjacent  muscles.  These  affections  were  complicated 
with  a  chronic  complaint  of  the  liver.  Several  physicians  had  attended 
her,  and  drugs  were  not  spared;  but  all  was  in  vain.  Mrs.  R  suf- 
fered more  and  more,  and  for  several  days  previous  to  my  visit,  was  con- 
fined to  her  chamber.  She  had  not  slept  a  wink  for  two  nights.  When 
I  entered  her  room,  I  found  her  on  a  rocking  chair,  in  the  most  excruci- 
ating pains.  She  had  almost  continual  spasmodic  fits,  which  ran  from 
the  inferior  part  of  the  spinal  marrow  and  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen 
up  to  the  stomach,  the  diaphragm  and  the  region  of  the  heart,  and  kept 

her  in  the  greatest  state  of  distress.     Mrs.  L  ,  her  friend,  who  was 

present,  confirmed  everything  said  by  her,  and  added,  that  she,  Mrs. 
R  ,  had  been  unable  to  stir  and  go  down  for  three  days. 

After  examination,  I  thought  the  case  a  proper  one  for  the  application 
of  magnetism.  Being  not  able  myself  to  magnetize,  owing  to  a  weaken- 
ed and  disordered  nervous  system,  1  brought  with  me,  to  Mrs.  R  's 

room,  a  countryman  of  mine,  M.  Bugard,  a  teacher  of  the  French  language 
in  this  city,  who  is  enjoying  a  full  health,  and  to  whom  I  had  communicated 
the  knowledge  of  the  magnetical  process.  M.  B.  had  already  practised 
upon  me  two  or  three  times.  I  had  felt  his  action,  and  judged  from  that 
he  would  be  a  good  magnetizer.    I  might  say  here,  before  going  any 

further,  that  Mrs.  R  and  her  friends  were  utterly  ignorant  of  animal 

magnetism,  even  of  the  meaning  of  the  w7ord,  and  1  have  constantly  kept 
them  since  in  the  same  ignorance  about  it. 

Mrs.  R  has  been  magnetized  six  times,  on  the  20th,  22d,  24th, 

26th,  27th,  and  29th  inst.  As  I  intend  giving  a  lecture  soon  upon  ani- 
mal magnetism,  in  which  1  shall  relate  all  the  particulars  in  regard  to 
those  various  sittings,  I  will  content  myself  with  mentioning  here,  in  ge- 
neral terms,  the  most  important  phenomena.  At  the  first  course  of  ope- 
ration, the  patient  slept  two  hours,  and  felt  sensibly  relieved  by  it.  At 
the  second  operation,  she  slept  all  the  night,  viz.  from  10  o'clock  in  the 
evening  until  7  or  8  the  next  day.  She  began  to  be  so  well,  that  she 
was  able  to  go  down  and  attend  to  her  housework.  She  said  that  she 
felt  especially  relieved  from  her  palpitations  of  heart.    (I  was  not  yet 
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aware  of  the  existence  of  that  other  complaint  in  her.)  At  the  third  sit- 
ting, she  showed  the  first  symptoms  of  somnambulism.  She  could  hear 
perfectly  well,  and  answered  by  monosyllables,  in  a  low  voice.  In  the 
fourth  and  fifth  sittings,  she  manifested  a  very  remarkable  degree  of  som- 
nambulism. The  chief  phenomena  we  observed  in  these  two  last  courses 
of  operation  were  the  following.  1st. — The  patient  could  hear  nobody 
else  but  the  magnetizer,  to  whom  she  answered,  even  when  he  spoke  to 
her  in  a  low  voice.  2d. — The  insensibility  of  the  external  senses.  The 
somnambule  remained  insensible  to  the  severest  trial  exercised  upon  her; 
such  as  pinching  her  feet  and  hands,  puncturing  her  skin  with  a  pin, 
blowing  the  smoke  of  tobacco  into  her  nose,  burning  bits  of  candle-paper 
under  her  nose,  speaking  loud  to  her,  clapping  our  hands  before  her  ear, 
shaking  her  arms  and  legs,  and  she  did  not  stir  a  single  time.  3d. — The 
complete  forget  fulness,  when  awaked,  of  what  she  had  said,  and  what 
wTas  told  or  happened  to  be  heard  during  her  sleep.  She  already  felt  so 
well,  that  she  spoke  of  setting  out  on  a  journey  to  Beverly,  near  Salem, 
on  particular  business. 

I  now  arrive  at  this  morning's  sitting  (29th  inst.).  I  will  particularly 
describe  what  took  place  in  that  sitting,  for  it  was  intended  to  be  a  scien- 
tific examination  of  the  case,  by  some  respectable  medical  gentlemen  of 
this  city.  This  examination,  I  say  by  the  way,  we  had  deferred  until 
this  moment — wishing  to  have  the  patient  thoroughly  under  the  magne- 
tical  influence,  before  showing  her  to  any  person  whatever.  Judging, 
then,  that  it  was  time  to  have  such  an  examination  made,  we  invited  Drs. 
Winslow  Lewis,  G.  B.  Doane,  Samuel  G.  Howe,  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  and 
H.  Kimball,  to  resort  to  the  patient's  house  at  about  10  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon.  Of  the  five  gentlemen  above  mentioned,  two  could  not  come, 
being  detained  elsewhere  by  some  previous  engagement.  We  found  the 
patient  already  prepared  and  waiting  for  us  in  her  apartment.  Being 
asked  how  she  felt,  she  answered,  pretty  nicely.  Dr.  Lewis  asked  her 
several  questions  concerning  her  complaints,  and  the  treatment  she  had 
been  following.    Both  from  her  answers  and  her  whole  appearance,  it 

was  evident  that  Mrs.  R   was  a  plain,  sincere,  and  candid  woman, 

knowing  nothing  of  magnetism,  except  the  good  she  had  already  received 
from  it.  We  asked  her  whether  she  had  slept  well  last  night  :  she  an- 
swered she  had  slept  hut  very  little.  Before  commencing  the  operation, 
Dr.  Lewis  touched  her  pulse — it  was  96  a  minute.  The  operator  com- 
menced at  twenty-five  minutes  past  10  ;  in  the  course  of  twenty  minutes 
she  appeared  very  drowsy  ;  sighed  several  times,  coughed  a  little  ;  we 
noticed  some  slight  motions  of  the  muscles  of  the  face.  Finally  she 
closed  her  eyelids,  at  ten  minutes  before  11.  The  operation  had  been 
disturbed  two  or  three  times  by  the  coming  in  and  going  out  of  several 
persons,  and  also  by  an  almost  continual  noise  in  the  street  and  on  the 
stairs  of  the  house.  At  this  moment  Dr.  Doane  was  introduced  into  the 
apartment.  Drs  Lewis  and  Kimball  touched  her  pulse,  and  found  that 
the  number  of  pulsations  had  come  down  to  76,  20  less  than  when  the 
operation  commenced.  Mons.  Bugard  asked  her  several  questions  about 
her  present  feeling,  and  the  state  of  her  health — she  answered  in  a  low 
yoice,  but  very  distinctly  to  the  surrounding  persons.    Drs.  Lewis, 
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Doane  and  Kimball  asked  her  also  several  questions,  but  received  no 
answer.  The  patient  being  not  in  relation  with  them,  could  not  hear 
what  they  said.  M.  Bugard  asked  her  whether  she  liked  the  smell  of 
tobacco.  She  answered  that  she  could  not  bear  it ;  that  tobacco  made 
her  very  sick.    Then  Dr.  Doane,  at  my  invitation,  said  to  her,  in  a  loud 

voice,  "  Mrs.  R  ,  M.  Poyen  is  going  to  burn  a  cigar  under  your 

nose  ;  "  but  the  patient  did  not  stir — she  had  not  heard.  I  lighted  up  a 
cigar,  filled  my  mouth  with  smoke,  and  blew  it  into  her  nose.  I  also 
held  the  cigar,  while  smoking,  before  her  face — she  felt  nothing.  I 
clapped  my  hands  twice,  and  Dr.  Kimball  moved  with  much  noise  a 
piece  of  furniture  behind  her  head.  We  kept  talking  and  moving  about 
her,  but  she  remained  quietly  sleeping,  nothing  disturbed  her.  But  Dr. 
Kimball  having  clapped  his  hands  twice  at  her  ear,  she  moved  her  head 
and  complained  a  little,  as  a  person  struck  by  a  sudden  and  unexpected 
noise.  The  magnetizer  asked  her  what  it  was.  She  answered,  "  a  crack- 
er." In  the  meanwhile  I  put  a  bit  of  blazing  paper  under  her  nose  ;  but 
we  noticed  that  she  breathed  the  smoke,  and  yet  did  not  stir.  The  mag- 
netizer passed  his  hands  before  her  face,  with  a  strong  intention  to  calm 
her  and  keep  on  the  state  of  somnambulism  ;  she  exclaimed — "  Oh  !  what 
a  light !  "  M.  B.  "  A  light  ?  "  "  Yes,  a  light ;  it  dazzles  me."  M.  B. 
t£  How  does  that  light  shine  ?  "  "  Like  the  sun."  M.  B.  "  Do  you 
see  it  still  ?  "  "  Yes,  before  my  face."  We  were  all  in  amazement, 
and  I  particularly  was  struck  with  the  coincidence  of  that  phenomenon, 
manifested  in  this  country,  in  a  person  quite  ignorant  of  magnetism,  with 
what  had  been  observed  in  the  somnambules  of  Europe.  M.  B.  carried 
his  hand  down  to  the  abdomen.  "  Do  you  see  now  that  light  ?  "  "  No, 
it  is  gone."  M.  B.  brought  again  his  hand  before  the  face.  The  som- 
nambule  exclaimed,  "  here  it  is  again."  M.  B.  ':  How  do  you  like  it  ?  " 
<c  I  don't  like  it,  it  dazzles  me."  M.  B.  "  Do  you  see  my  hand  ?  " 
41  No."  "  Do  you  feel  it  ?  "  "  Yes,  very  well."  "  How  do  you  feel 
it  ?  "  "  Warm,  very  warm."  M.  B.  then  takes  his  hand  away,  and  the 
somnambule  says  again,  "  The  light  is  gone."  Dr.  Lewis  speaks  to  her, 
but  obtains  no  answer.  The  magnetizer  takes  Dr.  Lewis's  hand  and  puts 
it  in  the  somnambule's — with  a  desire  that  she  may  hear  and  answer 
him.  Dr.  Lewis  spoke  again  to  her,  and  she  soon  answered  him,  but 
rather  low.  Dr.  Kimball  placed  a  silver  pencil  case  upon  her  face,  but 
she  felt  nothing.  Then  holding  it  at  about  three  or  four  inches  distant 
f*>m  her  eyes,  M.  B.  asked  her  whether  she  sees  something  ?  She  an- 
swers, "  yes."  "  What  is  it  ?  "  "  A  piece  of  silver," — and  her  eyes 
were  perfectly  closed.  But  here  is  a  phenomenon  still  more  surprising. 
I  suggested  to  the  magnetizer  the  idea  of  convulsing  a  limb  by  directing 
his  fingers,  at  several  inches  distant,  towards  that  limb.  The  somnam- 
bule could  not  by  any  means  understand  what  T  said,  for  I  spoke  to  M. 
B.  in  French.  Agreeably  to  my  suggestion,  M.  B.  stretched  his  two 
fingers  towards  the  right  hand,  at  about  two  or  three  inches  distant,  and 
immediately  the  limb  was  seized  with  convulsive  motions,  slight  at  first, 
but  increasing  with  such  an  intensity  that  the  patient  could  not  keep  her 
arm  in  place.  Drs.  Lewis  and  Kimball  tried  the  same  experiment,  but 
unsuccessfully.    1  directed  my  two  fingers  towards  the  same  hand,  and 
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it  was  set  to  convulsions.  Dr.  Doane  tried  after  me,  and  appeared  to 
produce  also  some  effect.  A  few  minutes  after,  Dr.  Lewis,  in  order  to 
prevent  all  deception,  put  a  book  before  the  patient's  eyes,  and  told  me, 
by  signs,  to  convulse  the  hand.  I  directed  my  fingers,  and  the  whole 
arm  was  so  much  agitated  that  the  patient  complained,  and  moved  her 
whole  body,  with  an  expression  of  intense  suffering  on  her  face.  M.  B. 
magnetized  her  and  put  her  to  a  quiet  repose.  Wherever  he  carried  his 
hands,  the  pain  was  taken  away  as  by  charm. 

Such  are  the  most  interesting  particulars  of  this  morning's  sitting — all 
which,  as  I  said,  was  witnessed  by  Drs.  Lewis,  Doane  and  Kimball,  and 
Mrs.  L.,  the  somnambule's  friend.  The  patient  was  awaked  at  about 
12  o'clock.  Being  asked  how  long  she  had  been  sleeping,  she  answered 
that  she  had  been  resting  twelve  or  fifteen  minutes  at  the  longest.  She 
had  not  the  least  recollection  of  what  she  had  said  or  suffered  during  the 
operation.  Charles  Poyen. 

Boston,  March  29,  1836. 
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A  MANUAL  OF  MIDWIFERY* 

If  ever  an  author  exerted  physical  strength,  to  say  nothing  of  mental 
effort,  to  manufacture  a  book,  Michael  Ryan,  M.I),  member  of  more 
learned  societies  than  many  other  savans  on  the  globe,  is  the  man.  In 
order  to  make  a  plain  subject  as  obscure  as  possible,  he  possesses  the 
happy  tact,  with  little  exertion,  for  accomplishing  whatever  he  undertakes 
in  that  way.  To  begin — a  new  nomenclature  is  introduced,  more  difficult 
to  pronounce  than  the  vernacular  language  of  an  aboriginal  tribe  on  the 
Withlachcooche,  who  used  seven  trisyllables  to  express  the  number  two. 
The  book  is  an  American  reprint,  well  executed — having  520  pages,  oc- 
tavo— and  purports  to  have  been  published  at  Burlington.  Chapter  I.  is 
entitled  Gynaecotomy,  or  History  of  Women.  Next  follows  Gynsecophy- 
siology,  which  is  divided  into  something  worse,  viz.  Parthenosology,  or 
Diseases  of  Nubility — Encyonosology — Lochionosology — and  Paidono- 
sology  !  Not  to  be  thought  wanting,  however,  in  the  coinage  of  elegant 
and  expressive  terms,  this  voracious  areopagite,  instead  of  using  the 
homely  and  well  understood  name  of  Caesarean  operation,  introduces  in 
its  stead  the  euphonious  word  Gastrohysterotomia — and  so  on,  through 
oceans  of  equally  incomprehensible  scholastic  jargon.  Before  leaving 
this  modern  Babel,  we  cannot  resist  a  provoking  inclination  to  copy  the 
newest  technic  for  instrumental  parturition,  viz.  Organikotocia — to  which 
may  be  appended  Chiragotocia,  should  the  labor,  by  any  accident,  neces- 
sarily terminate  manually. 

When  science  comes  to  this  sad  pass,  and  common  sense  is  driven 

*  A  Manual  of  Midwifery,  or  Compendium  of  Gynecology  and  Paidonosology,  comprising:  a  new 
Nomenclature  of  Obstetrical  Medicine,  with  a  concise  account  of  the  Symptoms  and  Treatment  of 
the  most  important  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  the  management  of  the  various  forms  of 
Parturition.  By  Michael  Rvan,  M.I).  &c.  &c.  First  American,  from  the  third  London  Edition. 
Burlington  :  Smith  &  Harrington.  1835. 


146 


Inflammation  of  the  Lungs. 


from  the  threshold  by  such  a  blast  of  ram's  horns,  rebellion  is  certainly 
justifiable.  For  the  sake  of  the  proprietors,  we  hope  they  will  get  the 
cost  of  the  edition  :  but  when  they  undertake  the  introduction  of  another 
foreign  volume  on  a  similar  subject,  they  should  first  ascertain  whether  it 
is  worth  the  expense.  With  regard  to  other  parts  of  the  book,  there  are 
in  some  places  faint  gleams  of  light.    But  it  shall  be  looked  into  again. 


INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

Physicians  remark  that  inflammatory  affections  of  the  lungs  are  now 
quite  rife  in  most  of  the  New  England  States.  The  mortality  among 
children,  from  this  cause,  has  been  a  frequent  subject  of  conversation. 
There  seems  to  have  been  nothing  very  peculiar  in  the  character  of  the 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  which  has  not  been  before  ob- 
served ;  yet  the  treatment,  from  some  unexplained  cause,  has  been  less 
successful  than  in  past  times.  Antimonials,  on  which  much  reliance  is 
placed  by  most  practitioners,  seem  to  induce  a  sudden  debility,  without 
materially  changing  the  aspect  of  the  disease.  With  adults,  however, 
the  general  mode  of  treatment  has  been  more  successful.  If  some  of  our 
correspondents  will  favor  the  Journal  with  their  views  upon  this  highly 
important  topic,  and  detail  what  they  consider  the  best  plan  of  treatment 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  based  upon  experience  in 
individual  cases,  they  will  essentially  contribute  to  the  usefulness  of 
those  who  are  devoted  to  the  physical  welfare  of  mankind. 


CHARLATANISM  EXTRA C RIMNARY. 

Those  at  a  distance  from  this  great  northern  focus  of  empiricism,  can 
have  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  tremendous  sway  of  the  Emperor  of  Quacks, 
who  is  now  reigning  with  supreme  authority  over  the  ignorant  and  vul- 
gar, in  this  literary  emporium.  With  deep  humiliation  we  are  compelled 
to  acknowledge  that  men  of  the  highest  professional  skill,  distinguished 
for  their  attainments  in  the  sciences,  are  neglected,  and  the  advice  and 
prescriptions  sought  of  an  arch,  gray-headed  mountebank — a  scape  grace 
of  another  country,  who  condescends  to  dupe  the  poor  and  miserable  out 
of  that  which  is  needed  for  bread.  To  a  forbidding  haughtiness  of  car- 
riage, is  superadded  such  intolerable  hypocrisy,  that  it  is  surprisingly 
strange  even  the  blind  do  not  discover  the  foulness  of  his  character.  But 
this  constitutes  the  charm  :  the  worse  they  are  treated,  the  more  ardent 
and  devoted  are  his  grossly  abused  subjects. 

A  perfect  infatuation  characterizes  a  certain  class  of  unfortunates,  who 
raise  money,  at  the  expense  of  those  equally  gullible,  though  less  depen- 
dent, to  pay  a  rapacious,  impudent  knave  for  imposing  upon  them.  We 
can  only  deplore  what  cannot  be  controlled  by  direct  appeals  to  com- 
mon sense.  But  the  furor  cannot  last  much  longer.  When  the  heartless, 
calculating  villain,  who  fares  sumptuously  on  the  guineas  which  are 
wrung  from  the  hard  earnings  of  honest  poverty,  leaves  this  depot  of  his 
mystical  operations — which  he  will  do — and  laughs  at  the  calamity  he 
has  occasioned,  a  troop  of  misguided  patients  must  perceive  with  their 
mind's  eye — but  not  by  their  optical  apparatus — how  much  they  have 
been  cheated.  We  are  taking  special  care  to  collect  such  a  mass  of 
facts  for  future  promulgation,  that  the  United  States  will  be  too  small  a 
theatre  for  the  further  successful  filchings  of  an  unhung  scoundrel.  When 
the  grand  jury  begin  their  survey  of  the  premises,  it  will  be  proper  to 
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commence  the  history  of  an  unprecedented  system  of  surgical  quackery, 
which  for  boldness,  recklessness  and  sinfulness,  is  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  this  fair  region. 


Fairfield  Medical  Institution.  —  Some  changes  appear  to  have  been 
recently  made  in  the  board  of  Faculty  at  the  Western  Medical  School  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  Dr.  Mussey,  of  Dartmouth  College,  has  been 
appointed  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Obstetrics  ;  but  as  the  lecture  terms 
at  the  two  Colleges  begin  at  different  periods,  he  will  not.  vacate  his  chair 
at  Hanover.  This  gentleman  will,  therefore,  officiate  at  both  places — 
the  duties  of  the  one  not  being  incompatible  with  a  strict  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  other. 


Secondary  Syphilis. — Dr.  Wallace,  of  the  Jervis  Street  Hospital,  Dub- 
lin, mentions  a  case  of  this  kind,  which  was  contracted  by  a  young  woman 
18  years  of  age,  from  a  child  which  she  dry-nursed.  It  is  generally 
known  that  wet  nurses  will  contract  the  disease  from  suckling  infants 
laboring  under  syphilis  ;  but  this,  and  other  cases  which  might  be  refer- 
red to,  prove  that  a  dry  nurse  may  also,  by  contact  with  such  a  child, 
become  diseased.  In  such  cases,  it  is  the  matter  of  secondary  sores 
which  propagates  the  disease. 


Carcinoma  of  the  Tongue. — A  case  of  cancer  of  the  tongue  in  anegress, 
successfully  treated  with  the  ligature,  is  recorded  in  the  last  No.  of  the 
American  Journal,  by  Dr.  Donnellan,  of  Donaldsville,  La.  The  diseased 
portion  removed  constituted  a  considerable  segment  of  the  right  side  and 
tip  of  the  organ.  The  vacuity  perfectly  cicatrized,  and  articulation  was 
but  slightly  impaired. 


Ulcerated  Surfaces. — The  patient  had  lost — says  Dr.  Wallace,  in  his 
clinical  remarks  on  a  hospital  case — from  sloughing  and  ulceration,  con- 
sequent on  an  injury,  a  large  portion  of  the  integuments  on  the  inner 
surface  of  his  thigh  ;  and  an  extensive  ulcer  remained,  which  he  could  not 
get  healed.  Pie  says  he  had  applied  to  many  persons,  and  had  tried  in 
vain  all  the  ordinary  applications  and  methods.  When  he  was  admitted, 
the  ulcer  was  not  less  than  eight  inches  long  and  three  wide  ;  and  the 
skin  surrounding  it  was  very  indolent,  or  callous.  You  see  it  is  not  now 
more  than  five  inches  long,  and  in  some  parts  scarcely  half  an  inch  wide, 
and  the  surrounding  integuments  are  much  softer  and  more  natural.  How 
has  this  great  improvement  been  so  rapidly  produced  ?  You  have  seen 
the  treatment  ;  he  has  been  kept  in  bed,  the  surface  of  the  granulations 
has  been  dressed  with  water-dressings — that  is,  lint  dipped  in  tepid  water 
has  been  daily  applied  to  the  sore,  and  then  covered  by  oiled  silk  ;  and 
the  skin  surrounding  the  sore  has  been,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch,  several 
times  rubbed  with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver,  previously  dipped  in  water. 
This  application,  you  see,  causes  the  separation  of  the  cuticle,  and  a 
temporary  exhalation,  or  sweating,  from  the  surface  of  the  cutis. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  smallpox  is  said  to  be  making  melancholy 
havoc  in  Marlboro'  district,  S.  C.  There  were  twenty-two  cases  on  the 
22d. — Marshall  Edson,  of  Greenwich,  Mass.  on  the  authority  of  the 
Barre  Gazette,  vomited,  or  rather  had  a  black  snake,  18  inches  long, 
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coaxed  from  his  stomach,  on  the  18th,  by  the  odor  of  a  pan  of  milk. — 
Samuel  Dubois,  aged  104  years,  died  at  Woodstock,  N.  Y.  on  the  19th  ; 
and  Henry  Fast,  aged  101,  at  Esopers,  March  2d. — A  little  pamphlet  of 
eleven  pages  has  come  to  hand  from  Cincinnati,  all  about  how  one  Vin- 
dex,  of  that  city,  wrote,  through  an  amanuensis,  a  midshipman,  certain 
annoying  things  in  the  Whig,  at  which  another  iEsculapian  took  fire,  and 
is  about  to  annihilate  his  adversary.  How  the  Ohio  doctors  disagree. — 
Dr.  Bedford's  excellent  introductory  address  to  a  course  of  lectures  de- 
livered in  Clinton  Hall,  New  York,  came  at  the  eleventh  hour  :  it  should 
have  been  here  two  months  ago,  to  have  served  the  interest  of  the  pro- 
fession. Extracts  may  be  expected  hereafter. — The  Western  Journal  of 
the  Med.  and  Physical  Sciences  has  had  nine  different  publishers,  since 
1827. — Dr.  McDowell  has  been  presented  with  a  beautiful  silver  vase, 
by  his  students.  This  is  the  anatomical  Hercules,  whom  half  the  little 
great  men  of  four  or  five  medical  colleges  were  determined  to  strangle  in 
his  infancy  !  His  character  and  acquirements  will  be  respected  by  pos- 
terity when  their  names  are  lost  in  the  mutations  of  revolving  time. — It 
has  been  computed  that  the  749  medical  students  attending  public  lectures 
the  past  winter,  at  Philadelphia,  put  into  circulation  $399, 600. — The 
College  in  the  city  of  New  York  had  only  188  matriculated  at  the  same 
time.    At  this  rate,  another  year,  the  corporation  will  have  rooms  to  let. 


Died — At  Smithfield,  Johnson  Co.  Va.,  Dr.  John  Lee  Haywood,  formerly  of 
Raleigh,  32.— In  Roxbury,  Ms.  Dr.  Abijah  Draper,  aged  60.— At  Walworth,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  Lewis  McLowthe,  aged  76. — Dr.  J.  P,  Hopkins,  Philadelphia. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  2,  22.    Males,  16— Females,  6. 

Of  apoplexy,  1 — old  age,  ] — infantile,  3 — insane,  1 — consumption,  3 — measles,  1 — accidental,  1 — 
inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — intemperance,  3 — dropsy,  1 — convulsions,  1 — typhous 
fever,  1.    Stillborn,  2. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  -  -  $      -      -      -   «     Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        -      --      --      --      --      --      ---     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100 — to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


INSTRUCTION  IN  DENTISTRY. 

The  undersigned  would  receive  six  pupils  who  are  desirous  of  acquiring  a  perfectly  scientific  and 
systematic  knowledge  of  practical  dentistry.  For  terms,  apply,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  to  No.  38 
School  Street.,  between  the  hours  of  12  and  2,  P.M.  IIFNRY  A.  DEWAR,  M,D.  M.M.S.S. 

March  9 
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PARRISHS    SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS.* 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
On  the  announcement  of  a  work  having  for  its  object  the  elucidation  and 
treatment  of  some  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  diseases  in  the 
whole  department  of  surgery,  and  resulting  from  the  observation  and  ex- 
perience of  an  author  long  known  to  the  American  profession  as  an  ex- 
tensive practitioner,  our  expectations  were  raised,  and  anticipations  were 
indulged  that  the  profession  was  about  to  be  favored  with  a  work  credi- 
table alike  to  the  literature  of  the  day  and  adequate  to  the  advanced 
stage  of  surgical  science.  How  far  we  have  enjoyed  the  fruition  of  these 
reasonable  expectations,  will  appear  in  the  sequel.  We  repeat,  that  the 
subjects  here  treated  of,  are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  mankind  in 
general,  inasmuch  as  one  of  them  always  suddenly  involves  the  life  or 
death  of  the  afflicted;  and  on  the  prompt  and  judicious  treatment  of  the 
other,  depend  the  present  safety  and  future  comfort  of  the  patient ;  and 
truly  pitiable  is  the  case  of  the  sufferer  who  falls  into  the  hands  of  igno- 
rance or  inexperience. 

For  this  reason,  independently  of  other  considerations,  the  work  before 
us  calls  for  the  candid  consideration  of  the  medical  public,  and  such  a 
review  of  it  is  demanded  as  will  deal  equal  justice  to  the  public  and  to 
the  writer,  who  here  offers  the  result  of  thirty  years'  experience,  the 
work  appearing  intended  not  only  as  a  guide  to  students,  but  proffering 
instruction  for  the  practitioner  of  surgery.  The  author  himself  calls  for 
criticism — "  So  far  from  shrinking  from  criticism  in  the  spirit  of  candor 
and  kindness,  it  is  rather  invited,  desiring  to  have  my  errors  corrected,  &c." 
This  would  display  a  commendable  spirit,  did  he  not  previously  state 
that  he  offers  no  apology  for  the  numerous  imperfections  of  the  work, 
which  he  does  not  believe  to  exist.  "  In  putting  forth  this  book,  the 
writer  could  not  gain  his  own  consent  to  send  it  out  with  abundance  of 
apologies  for  its  numerous  imperfections,  while  at  the  same  time  he  did 
not  believe  such  to  be  the  fact." 

Some  of  his  readers  may  nevertheless  find  it  necessary  to  differ  with 
him  in  opinion — we  ourselves  have  been  met  in  its  perusal  by  such 
"  vices  "  as  might  well  "  despair,"  were  they  "  not  cherished  by  its  vir- 
tues;" but  virtue,  in  this  instance,  should,  like  charity,  "  cover  a  multitude 
of  evil,"  and  we  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  really  does  so. 


*  Practical  Observations  on  Strangulated  Hernia,  and  some  of  the  Diseases  of  t)ie  Urinary  Organs. 
Bj  Josur-H  Pakrish,  M.D.   pp.  350,  with  plates.    Philadelphia :  Key  &  Biddle.  1836. 
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Not  being  a  professed  critic,  we  shall  not  follow  the  example  of  re- 
viewers, who  are  in  the  habit  of  prefacing  their  observations  with  the 
flattering  unction  of  unmerited  praise,  in  order  to  heal  the  wounds  which 
it  is  their  predetermined  purpose  to  inflict  on  their  victim  ; — "  we  are  not 
weaving  a  silken  cord  wherewith  to  hang  a  sprig  of  nobility." 

In  offering  to  the  public,  through  your  Journal,  such  observations  as 
we  have  made  in  the  careful  perusal  of  the  woik,  we  only  accept  the 
author's  invitation,  at  least  so  far  as  "  candor  "  and  truth  are  implicated. 
"  Kindness "  is  not  generally  considered  requisite  on  such  occasions, 
unless  the  author  and  reviewer  happen  to  be  reciprocally  objects  of  favo- 
ritism, which  certainly  can  never  result  in  any  advantage  to  science. 

On  first  opening  "  the  book,"  the  reader  is  surprized  at  the  appearance 
and  import  of  a  very  remarkable  letter  addressed  to  that  high  priest  of 
American  surgery,  who  for  nearly  half  a  century  has  so  faithfully,  so 
nobly,  and  so  usefully  officiated  in  the  temple  of  science  sacred  to  the 
second  best  gift  of  God  to  man.  The  invaluable  stores  of  knowledge 
accumulated  by  Dr.  Physick,  in  his  long  and  successful  professional  ca- 
reer, must  be  incalculable,  both  in  quantity  and  quality  ;  but  where  are 
the  archives  in  which  he  has  registered  his  experience  ?  Can  it  be  pos- 
sible that  the  profession  is  to  be  deprived  at  his  death  of  an  accumulated 
mass  of  information  so  important  to  the  welfare  of  his  species  ?  Can  any 
one  of  our  professional  brethren  in  Philadelphia  inform  us  how  much 
longer  is  to  be  deferred  the  publication  of  his  memoirs  ? — an  obligation 
equally  imperative,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  his  own  reputation,  and  to  that 
profession  whose  usefulness  his  labors  have  so  much  extended. 

But  to  return  to  the  letter!  From  the  position  which  it  occupies  in  the 
volume,  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  it  was  intended  for  a  dedication; 
but  it  certainly  would  not  be  so  considered,  had  it  occurred  in  any  other 
part  of  the  book.  But  this  blunder  is  trifling  when  compared  with  those 
numerous  inelegancies  and  grammatical  monstrosities  which  occur  in  that 
most  curious  piece  of  composition,  miscalled  a  "  preface,"  which  is  a 
strange  compound  of  vanity  on  the  one  hand,  and  seeming  humility  on 
the  other  ;  at  one  time  deprecating,  and  again  challenging  criticism.  His 
reiterated  allusion  to  "  the  book  "  is  quite  irksome,  and  reminds  one  of 
the  fable  of  the  mountain  in  labor. 

"  I  have  undertaken  the  task  of  writing  a  book,"  p.  5.  "  Oh  !  that 
mine  enemy  had  written  a  book,"  Ibid.  "  With  an  earnest  desire  to  be 
preserved  from  doing  harm,  even  if  no  good  is  accomplished,  I  commence 
the  book"  p.  6.  Again,  "  the  book  of  nature,  whose  leaves  have  been 
unfolded,  during  many  a  midnight  hour,  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient  as 
well  as  the  dissecting  room,"  p.  6.  "  I  thus  appear  before  the  public  as 
the  writer  of  a  book"  p.  9. 

At  the  very  outset  of  this  preface,  reference  is  made  to  "  a  common 
stock  of  reciprocity."  At  page  7,  we  are  favored  with  an  edict  in  form 
of  a  Papal  bull,  viz. — "  Know  all  men  of  the  medical  profession,  that  the 
author  of  this  book  will  immediately  renounce  all  claims  to  new  ideas 
and  discoveries  as  soon  as  the  same  may  be  made  to  appear."  Which 
means  to  say,  that  whilst  he  reserves  the  right  of  announcing  his  opinions 
as  original,  and  assumes  the  privilege  of  making  discoveries,  leaving  to 
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others  of  more  extensive  information  and  reading  to  detect  the  error,  he 
will  modestly  yield  an  honor  which  he  is  no  longer  able  to  hold.  We 
can  perceive  in  all  this  nothing  more  than  an  apology  for  a  lamentable 
deficiency  which  forms  a  conspicuous  feature  in  almost  every  page  of  the 
work,  viz. — his  utter  inability  to  keep  pace  with  the  discoveries  in  a  pro- 
gressive science,  detailed  in  numerous  medical  works,  a  deficiency  rea- 
sonable enough  in  one  whose  whole  time  is  occupied  in  the  routine  of 
practice. 

At  page  8  we  have  a  curious  piece  of  professional  information,  in  allu- 
sion to  his  opportunities  for  gaining  practical  experience  in  the  Yellow 
Fever  Hospital.  "  In  this  situation,  ample  opportunity  was  afforded  of 
observing  this  disease  during  life,  and  of  pursuing  dissections  after 
death."  We  are  aware  that  some  curious  physiologists  have  amused 
themselves  in  dissecting  living  animals,  but  it  could  hardly  be  necessary 
to  state  that  disease  was  observed  during  life  !  After  this  the  author  in- 
dulges himself  in  a  small  specimen  of  autobiography,  in  which  the  public 
are  duly  informed  that  he  practises  in  a  city  wherein  he  was  born,  and 
"  where  some  of  my  ancestors,  in  the  days  of  Penn,  lived  in  a  cave  on 
the  western  bank  of  the  Delaware,  enjoying  liberty  of  conscience,"  from 
which  we  might  infer  some  infringement  on  his  own.  It  is  only  going 
somewhat  farther  back  to  say  that  we  all  derive  our  origin  from  ancestors 
claiming  the  title  of  real  Homo  troglodytes. 

In  the  conclusion  of  this  "  preface  "  we  are  assured  that  "  should  this 
work  meet  a  favorable  reception,  perhaps  it  may  prove  the  prelude  to  a 
series  of  medical  and  surgical  observations,  to  appear  in  due  course. "  If 
by  "  favorable  reception  "  he  means  an  extensive  sale,  and  liberal  pro- 
ceeds from  the  work,  it  is  to  be  feared  the  public  will  not  soon  reap  the 
further  advantage  of  his  publications — but  on  the  other  hand  if  he  is  really 
serious,  in  the  assurance  which  he  gives  us  in  another  portion  of  the 
work,  viz.  "  My  object  in  the  present  publication  is  the  diffusion  of 
medical  information,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  prove  useful  to  others,"  p. 
327 — in  this  case,  we  say,  a  distinct  pledge  is  given  that  other  practical 
observations  will  be  forthcoming  "  in  due  course." 

So  much  for  the  "  preface."  It  may  perhaps  be  said  that  some  of 
these  "  idiosyncrasies  "  in  writing,  to  which  we  have  directed  the  atten- 
tion of  your  readers,  are  not  of  much  importance.  Be  it  so — but  to 
others,  again,  this  remark  cannot  apply ;  such  style  in  writing  is  not  only 
painful  to  a  refined  reader,  but  is  absolutely  injurious  when  presented  to 
a  student  who  has  yet  his  own  style  to  form,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
afford  him  a  specimen  of  writing  the  manner  of  which  is  more  scrupu- 
lously to  be  abjured.  To  the  "  writer  of  a  book,"  it  is  of  the  first  im- 
portance to  be  able  to  communicate  his  ideas  in  correct  language  at  least, 
and  free  from  grammatical  errors  ;  and  if  in  refined  and  elegant  language, 
i'O  much  the  better  for  the  author  and  his  reader.  Next  in  importance 
to  the  possession  of  knowledge  in  a  public  writer,  is  the  faculty  of  com- 
nunicating  it  agreeably  and  correctly.  It  is  not  sufficient  alone  to  pos- 
sess information,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be  communicated  in  language  cal- 
v.  ulated  to  disgust  the  reader,  and  by  heedlessness  he  may  further  occa* 
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sion  erroneous  conceptions,  and  impress  his  learned  readers  with  an  idea 
very  unfavorable  to  his  real  acquirements  and  talents. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  more  practical  details  of  the  work  before  us. 
Chapter  1st  treats  of  the  "  Difficulties  in  the  diagnostics  of  Hernia,"  rang- 
ed under  the  three  following  sections,  viz.  Sect.  1st — "  Hernia  mistaken 
for  Colic."  Sect.  2d,  "  Deceptive  Symptoms."  Sect.  3d — "  Diseases 
resembling  Hernia."  Inasmuch  as  Sections  1st  and  3d  are  necessarily 
included  in  Section  2d,  the  former  are  altogether  useless.  This  chapter 
occupies  twenty-two  pages,  in  which,  as  nothing  new  or  out  of  the  com- 
mon course  is  detailed,  we  pass  to  Chapter  2d — "  Treatment  of  Hernia." 
Sect.  1st — "On  the  means  of  Reduction  employed  before  the  Operation." 
With  most  surgeons  of  experience,  Dr.  P.  condemns  the  long-continued 
and  coercive  efforts  of  the  "  Taxis."  More  harm  than  good  is  certainly 
likely  to  result  from  the  application  of  mechanical  force  to  the  protruded 
bowel,  already  disposed  to  inflammation,  and  particularly  so  if  the  case 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  practitioner  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  anatomy. 
At  p.  25  we  are  presented  with  a  proposition  inimical  alike  to  theory 
and  to  practice.  "  Warm  fomentations  to  the  tumor  have  been  proposed 
by  some  surgeons  :  these,  however,  by  causing  increased  activity  and 
fulness  of  circulation,  rather  tend  to  aggravate  than  to  relieve  the  symp- 
toms." This  is  entirely  a  mistaken  conception  ;  witness  the  relief  ob- 
tained, in  ophthalmia,  in  hernia  humoralis,  &tc.  by  such  applications ; 
the  very  reverse  of  fulness  and  activity  is  the  result  of  warm  fomentations 
in  any  case  of  inflammation.  The  practice  of  the  "  black  cow-doctor," 
so  emphatically  commended  by  Dr.  P.  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  work, 
appears  to  us  far  more  philosophical. 

In  the  section  treating  of  the  operation  in  Hernia,  p.  28,  we  meet  with 
an  assertion  which  appears  to  us  quite  too  general.  "I  give  opium  to  pre- 
vent fever,  and  believe  the  practice  not  only  to  be  successful,  but  rational. 
The  calming  influence  generally  produced  by  this  article,  tends  to  lessen 
the  pain  of  surgical  operations,  and  the  shock  which  they  occasion  ;•  and 
hence  it  assists  in  mitigating  one  of  the  great  sources  of  subsequent  re- 
action and  fever."  We  are  by  no  means  satisfied  either  with  this  uni- 
versal practice,  or  the  rationale  on  which  it  is  attempted  to  establish  it. 
To  assert  that  there  are  no  cases  of  this  nature  in  which  opium  would 
prove  injurious,  is  empiricism. 

In  the  3rd  section  of  this  chapter  we  have  the  details  of  a  case  of  re- 
duced strangulated  hernia,  in  which  the  stricture  was  occasioned  by  the 
neck  of  the  sac,  and  in  which  the  symptoms  of  strangulation  of  course 
continued  after  reduction.  The  only  measures  at  all  calculated  to  pro- 
duce relief  in  such  a  case  were  neglected,  and  the  patient  died  of  morti- 
fication of  the  intestines.  This  case,  we  are  informed,  originally  occurred 
in  the  practice  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Nancrede  and  Dr.  Povall,  by  whom  Dr. 
Panish  had  been  called  in  consultation.  But  what  shall  we  say  of  the 
administration,  in  this  case  of  active  peritoneal  inflammation,  of  gamboge 
and  calomel,  together  with  an  ounce  of  crude  quicksilver !  Such  a  mal- 
practice cannot  be  too  severely  reprehended.  Very  different  indeed  was 
the  bold  and  intelligent  practice  recommended  and  successfully  pursued 
in  similar  cases,  in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  by  Baron  Dupuytren — a  knowledge 
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of  whose  important  discoveries  in  surgery  may  be  considered  as  impera- 
tive in  a  teacher  of  the  art.  In  common  with  the  best  authorities  of  the 
present  day,  Dr.  P.  very  justly  recommends,  in  the  operation  for  strangu- 
lated hernia,  the  opening  of  the  hernial  sac  in  every  instance  previous 
to  the  reduction  of  the  intestine  ;  but  in  his  attempt  to  demonstrate  that 
the  peritoneal  cavity  "  may  be  opened  with  less  risk  to  the  life  of  the 
patient  than  is  generally  supposed,"  lie  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  taking 
for  example  the  operation  of  tapping  in  ascites  ;  as  dropsical  infusions  of 
the  abdomen  of  long  standing  are  well  known  to  be  attended  with  an  in- 
disposition to  inflammatory  action — hence  there  can  be  no  parity  of  rea- 
soning in  the  two  cases. 

in  treating  of  the  "  difficulties  of  opening  the  hernial  sac,"  in  Section 
4th,  our  author  dwells  upon  the  confusion  which  sometimes  arises  in  as- 
certaining the  distinctions  of  sac  and  the  condensed  cellular  lamella  which 
covers  it  on  the  exterior,  and  the  sac  and  intestine  interiorly.  Much  of 
this  confusion,  we  apprehend,  may  be  attributed  to  the  want  of  clear  and 
precise  views  of  the  anatomical  structure  of  these  parts.  The  remainder 
of  Sect.  5  is  occupied  with  the  detail  of  interesting  cases,  which  the  stu- 
dent of  surgery  will  read  with  much  ad  vantage. 

Sect.  6 — "Symptoms  of  strangulation  after  reduction  by  taxis."  The 
observations  embraced  in  this  section  show  much  confusion.  The  author 
himself  is  evidently  wanting  in  clear  conceptions  of  his  subject  ;  we  could 
not  perceive  in  the  history  of  any  of  his  cited  cases,  or  in  the  remarks 
thereto  appended,  any  symptoms  which  he  supposes  characteristic  of  the 
disease  in  question,  that  could  not  with  equal  propriety  be  attributed  to 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  and  intestines.  And  as  several  cases  of 
recovery  are  stated,  after  the  occurrence  of  such  :<  symptoms,"  it  is  fair 
to  infer  that  strangulation  did  not  exist.  Indeed  such  a  state  of  the  parts 
must  be  irremediable  by  an)-  of  the  measures  proposed  by  our  author  in 
the  cases  alluded  to.  As  a  compensation,  however,  we  can  recommend 
our  readers  with  great  confidence  to  the  observations  of  Dr.  P.  on  the 
treatment  of  such  cases  as  he  designates  "  symptoms  of  strangulation 
after  reduction  by  taxis,"  as  well  as  those  arising  from  what  he  denomi- 
nates, in  the  next  section,  "  Symptoms  of  strangulation  after  the  opera- 
tion." This  treatment  consists  chiefly  in  the  administration  of  small 
doses  of  calomel,  alone  or  combined  with  opium,  so  as  to  induce  slight 
ptyalism.  We  have  observed  these  remedies  act  like  a  charm.  In  de- 
tailing a  case  of  reduction  by  taxis,  p.  68,  he  remarks,  "  The  hernia  de- 
scended into  the  sac  and  was  easily  returned  "  !  We  have  puzzled  in 
vain  over  this  passage  to  make  any  sense  of  it  whatever.  As  the  sac  is 
a  necessary  constituent  of  the  hernia,  we  are  to  conclude  that  the  hernia 
descended  into  itself.  There  are  other  instances  of  obscurity  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  the  cases  are  detailed  with  too  much  prolixity. 

Chapters  3rd  and  4th  treat  of  mortified  intestine  from  strangulation, 
and  occupy  twenty-three  pages,  including  several  instructive  cases,  in 
which  the  comparative  merits  of  the  different  methods  of  treatment  are 
discussed.  We  cannot  consent  to  our  author's  conclusions  in  several 
instances.  In  the  treatment  of  mortified  spots  on  the  intestine,  he  rejects 
the  plan  successfully  pursued  by  Sir  Astly  Cooper  and  several  other 
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eminent  surgeons,  of  applying  ligatures  so  as  to  embrace  the  dead  por- 
tion, simply  because  it  is  at  variance  with  his  "  present  opinions." 

At  page  90  he  relates  a  case  of  strangulated  hernia  with  symptoms  of 
mortification,  in  which  he  was  consulted,  and  which  appeared  to  him  so 
desperate,  that  the  patient  was  voluntarily  consigned  to  the  care  of  a 
black  cow-doctor,  who  cured  the  patient  by  warm  fomentations  of  stra- 
monium leaves  and  copious  injections  of  infusion  of  senna  leaves,  repeated 
every  fifteen  minutes.  Now  it  does  appear  to  us,  that  warm  fomenta- 
tions and  copious  injections  are  precisely  those  remedies  which  should 
always  be  tried  in  the  first  instance  in  strangulated  hernia  ;  which  sub- 
sequently to  bleeding  we  have  seen  successfully  tried  in  numerous 
instances. 

Chapter  5th — "  Artificial  Anus."  In  the  third  paragraph  of  this 
chapter,  there  occurs  rather  an  ambiguous  expression — "  the  approach 
of  an  artificial  anus''  Artificial  anus  is  a  result,  a  symptom,  an  acci- 
dent of  disease,  rather  than  a  disease  in  itself.  "  The  artificial  anus  may 
be  divided  into  two  species  ;  the  mildest  and  most  manageable  form  is 
generally  slow  and  insidious  in  its  approach."  We  think  that  this  form 
of  artificial  anus  is  erroneously  placed  among  the  results  of  strangulated 
hernia  ;  at  least,  in  the  cases  detailed,  no  symptoms  of  strangulated 
bowel  existed. 

No  less  than  fifty  pages  are  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  Entero- 
epiplocele,  included  in  Chapter  8th.  Our  author  dwells  with  seeming 
interest  on  what  he  is  pleased  to  term  "  expatriated  omentum."  Against 
Sir  Astley  Cooper's  plan  of  excision  in  cases  of  epiplocele,  when  the 
mass  is  bulky,  or  the  omentum  diseased,  and  in  which  the  hemorrhage 
when  it  occurs  is  to  be  suppressed  by  ligature,  the  cut  surfaces  of  the 
omentum  being  left  at  the  mouth  of  the  abdominal  opening,  Dr.  P. 
objects,  but  offers  no  other  arguments  than  such  as  are  founded  on  mere 
possibilities,  never  having  tried  the  same  plan.  In  cases  of  mortified 
omentum,  Dr.  P.  prefers  the  treatment  recommended  by  Hey — leaving 
the  parts  to  nature,  with  the  simple  precaution  of  applying  a  ligature 
loosely  round  the  root  of  the  diseased  mass.  In  case  23,  we  have  the 
description  of  a  case  of  entero-epiplocele,  in  which  the  omentum  was 
inflamed,  and  which  after  the  reduction  of  the  stricture  was  returned 
into  the  abdomen,  and  which  appeared  to  occasion  death  from  its  irrita- 
tion. If  Cooper's  plan  had  been  tried  in  this  instance,  and  the  omentum, 
after  incision,  had  retracted  into  the  abdomen,  death  would  doubtless 
have  been  attributed  to  the  irritation  of  ligatures,  and  thus  "  a  princi- 
ple in  pathological  surgery"  would  have  been  supposed  to  be  estab- 
lished. 

Chapter  7th — On  concealed  hernia,  offers  some  curious  and  rare  cases 
of  hernia,  in  which  the  strictured  portion  was  flaccid,  and  in  which, 
during  life,  the  principal  character  of  hernia,  tumor,  was  absent. 

Chapters  8th,  9th,  10th — On  <c  Umbilical  hernia,  strangulation  within 
the  abdomen,  and  anomalous  cases,"  are  chiefly  interesting  on  account 
of  the  cases,  no  new  or  important  principles  being  under  discussion. 

We  come  now  to  Part  2d  of  these  "  Observations,"  and  the  interest 
of  the  subject  by  no  means  diminishes  ;  but  finding  that  our  remarks 


Par  risk's  Surgical  Observations. 


155 


have  already  extended,  what  we  originally  intended  as  a  concise  analysis 
of  tins  work,  to  a  degree  beyond  what  is  convenient  for  a  weekly  jour- 
nal, we  shall  not  be  able  to  take  up  the  remaining  chapters  seriatim. 

Passing  over,  perhaps  too  hastily,  some  interesting  cases  of  over-dis- 
tended bladder,  in  which  the  patients  nevertheless  possessed  the  power 
of  voluntary  expulsion,  we  are  arrested  at  page  222  by  a  very  rare  and 
curious  case  of  retention  in  a  female  infant  only  ten  days  old — in  which 
a  very  small  elastic  catheter  was  introduced  by  Dr.  P.,  and  eighteen  and 
a  half  ounces  of  urine  drawn  off;  the  operation  w7as  repeated,  but  the 
child  died  in  a  few  days  with  aphthae.  The  history  of  the  case  is  some- 
what obscure,  as  the  cause  of  retention  is  not  mentioned.  "  At  birth 
the  child  was  fine  and  plump,  and  continued  healthy  for  several  days. 
It  [she]  passed  urine  freely.  On  the  night  of  the  20th,  it  [she]  was 
very  uneasy  ;  the  next  day  it  [she]  cried  very  much,  and  appeared  to 
be  in  great  pain,  which  came  on  in  paroxysms  ;  passed  no  urine.  The 
parents  remarked  that  the  infant  had  evidently  shrunk,  and  was  now 
smaller  than  at  birth.  It  [she]  continued  in  this  state  until  the  morning 
of  the  25th,  the  child  getting  worse,  and  being  at  times  in  great  agony. 
The  stools  were  as  green  as  the  expressed  juice  of  rue."  We  must  dis- 
miss this  case,  merely  remarking  that  the  sex  of  an  animal  is  never  de- 
termined by  its  age. 

At  page  244,  the  attention  of  the  reader  will  be  arrested  by  a  very 
facetious  caption,  to  say  the  least  of  it — "  Incontinence,  with  retention 
of  urine."  But  the  author  only  alludes  to  those  ordinary  cases  of  dis- 
tention of  the  bladder  from  paralysis,  attended  witW  involuntary  dis- 
charges. In  such  cases,  when  the  bladder  is  paralyzed,  the  urine  is 
expelled  by  mechanical  pressure  of  the  surrounding  parts — when  reten- 
tion, on  the  other  hand,  depends  on  mechanical  obstruction,  this  may  be 
overcome  by  the  voluntary  action  on  the  distended  bladder  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles  and  diaphragm. 

Case  15 — "  Retention  of  urine  from  contusion  of  the  perineum — 
tapping  the  bladder," — is  an  instructive  one,  though  we  think  misman- 
aged. Its  history  furnishes  us  with  a  glaring  example  of  that  disposition, 
so  characteristic  of  our  author,  to  draw  general  and  sweeping  conclusions, 
and  aim  at  establishing  "  principles  in  pathological  surgery  "  upon  very 
inadequate  data — a  single  case  of  disease  is  not  unfrequently  sufficient 
for  this  purpose  ;  in  opposition  to  the  almost  universally  received  axiom, 
that  "  One  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer."  This  "  mauvaise  hab- 
itude "  constitutes  no  inconsiderable  blemish  of  the  work  before  us,  and 
is  again  strikingly  illustrated  in  case  24th,  p.  298 — where,  from  a  single 
case  of  rupture  of  urethra  after  the  application  of  lunar  caustic,  he  re- 
probates the  practice  in  all  similar  cases.  The  candor  which  marks  the 
reflections  on  this  unfortunate  case  cannot  be  too  highly  commended,  and 
is  worthy  of  imitation.  "  I  have  considered  it  a  duty  to  state  the  case 
honestly,  as  an  instance  of  injudicious  practice.  It  is  the  part  of  human- 
ity to  err.  I  have  long  thought  that  if  medical  men  were  careful  to 
relate  to  the  profession  at  large  their/azures  in  practice,  with  the  reflec- 
tions and  conclusions  derived  from  them,  it  would  greatly  promote  the 
common  good.    It  would  aid  to  form  a  medical  chart  in  a  dangerous 
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navigation,  upon  which  would  be  discovered  rocks  and  shoals  which 
would  prove  of  vast  importance  to  subsequent  navigators."  We  agree 
with  Dr.  P.  that  more  valuable  information  would  accrue  to  the  profes- 
sion by  a  work  scrupulously  devoted  to  a  detail  of  the  errors  of  judgment 
and  unsuccessful  cases  of  practitioners,  than  from  all  the  costly  tomes 
with  which  the  medical  public  are  annually  inundated.  A  correct  e*ti- 
mate  of  the  value  of  remedial  measures  is  only  to  be  certainly  obtained 
by  an  equal  attention  to  the  knowledge  both  of  successful  and  unsuc- 
cessful events.  The  more  frequent  candid  detail  of  the  latter  is  an  im- 
perious duty,  too  frequently  neglected  by  the  profession  generally,  and 
by  book-writers  "  par  excellence." 

But  to  return  to  Case  15.  Dr.  P.  made  two  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  tap  the  bladder  by  the  rectum  ;  yet  from  the  details  of  the  case,  we 
perceive  no  reason  why  the  operation  should  not  have  been  successful, 
nor  do  the  subsequent  observations  of  the  operator,  aided  by  an  autopsical 
examination,  enlighten  us  upon  the  subject.  We  are  thus  forced  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  failure  is  in  part  to  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  self- 
confidence  in  the  operator,  which  prevented  the  trochar  from  reaching 
the  bladder. 

Dr.  P.  now  conceived  that  no  resource  was  left  except  that  of  ope- 
rating above  the  pubis,  which  operation  was  accordingly  performed  in  the 
ordinary  manner,  with  the  exception  of  the  use  of  a  double  canula,  one 
fitting  within  the  other,  when  the  stilet  is  withdrawn,  and  extending  be- 
yond the  extremity  of  the  first  into  the  bladder.  "  The  advantages  of 
this  canula  consisted  in  its  projecting  some  distance  beyond  the  other, 
and  presenting  to  the  internal  coat  of  the  bladder  a  smooth  rounded  sur- 
face instead  of  an  abrupt  edge."  This  modification  possesses  no  advan- 
tage over  the  common  catheter,  which  indeed  we  are  told  was  subse- 
quently substituted  for  the  silver  canula.  "  1  have  never  seen  the  bladder 
tapped  but  once,  and  then  I  was  the  operator,"  says  Dr.  P.,  and  yet, 
continues  he,  "it  has  settled  me,  however,  in  the  conclusion,  that  until 
more  enlarged  opportunities  forjudging  on  this  subject  shall  be  afforded, 
I  shall  never  again  attempt  to  tap  the  bladder  from  the  rectum."  In 
preferring  the  high  operation  for  tapping  the  bladder,  Dr.  P.'s  opinion 
conflicts  with  that  of  the  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and,  we  may  add,  with  that  of  the  majority  of  the  best  modern 
surgical  writers.  That  it  requires  more  refined  anatomical  knowledge, 
and  dexterity  in  the  use  of  instruments,  to  perform  the  operation  above 
than  below  the  pubis,  or  per  vias  naturales,  as  the  latter  mode  might  be 
appropriately  termed,  will  be  granted  ;  but  the  object  once  successfully 
obtained,  the  superior  advantages  are  palpable.  The  inconvenience,  at 
most,  to  which  the  patient  is  subjected  by  the  operation  per  anum,  is  to 
be  reduced  to  the  condition,  in  regard  to  certain  evacuations,  of  a  bird, 
or  any  other  animal  which  nature  has  furnished  with  a  cloac.  In  order 
to  succeed  in  the  former  operation,  it  is  only  necessary  for  a  skilful  hand 
to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  superior  border  of  the  prostate  gland  with 
the  finger,  and  to  push  the  instrument  obliquely,  centrally,  superiorly, 
and  anteriorly  until  urine  flows.  He  will  thus  avoid  wounding  the  peri- 
toneum, where  this  membrane  is  reflected  from  the  bladder  to  the  rectum, 
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and  also  clear  the  ureters  which  converge  on  either  side  to  enter  the 
prostate,  leaving  a  triangular  space  sufficiently  capacious  for  forming 
safely  a  recto-vesical  communication. 

The  chapter  on  the  treatment  of  Enlarged  Prostate  will  he  read  with 
advantage  by  the  young  practitioner.  Our  author  appears  to  have  con- 
sidered attentively  this  painful  and  troublesome  disorder.  His  observa- 
tions on  the  use  of  the  catheter  will  bear  the  same  remark,  and,  with 
few  exceptions,  his  observations  are  sufficiently  lucid  and  unexception- 
able. He  has,  however,  permitted  an  important  error  to  escape  him, 
when  alluding  to  the  opposition  which  the  third  lobe  of  the  prostate  offers 
to  the  introduction  of  the  catheter.  "  By  withdrawing  the  stilet  he  may 
sometimes  succeed  in  causing  the  point  of  a  flexible  catheter  to  advance 
towards  the  symphisis  pubis,  and  thus  slip  under  the  third  lobe  into  the 
bladder" — meaning  to  have  said  over  the  third  lobe.  The  error  is  of 
importance  when  read  by  a  student,  who  would  thus  be  led  astray  as  to 
the  relative  position  of  the  third  lobe.  Dr.  P.,  in  this  chapter,  shows 
ignorance  of  the  French  surgical  w titers,  who,  nevertheless,  have  done 
more  to  improve  the  art  than  any  other  single  natioss. 

On  the  subject  of  Retention  of  Urine,  at  p.  269,  our  author  remarks 
— "  Rheumatic  or  gouty  affections  may  either  suddenly  or  gradually  cause 
pressure  on  the  spinal  marrow,  and  produce  paraplegia  and  paralysis  of 
the  urinary  bladder."  We  have  never  before  heard  of  a  case  of  pres- 
sure on  the  spinal  marrow  suddenly  induced  by  rheumatism  or  gout,  nor 
does  Dr.  P.  enlighten  us  on  this  point  ;  as  illustrative  cases,  those 
cited  are  equally  unsatisfactory,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  pathological 
or  post-mortem  examinations,  it  is  impossible  in  such  cases  to  refer  to 
any  other  than  to  conjectural  causes. 

Several  instances  of  careless  phraseology  occur  at  p.  271.  For  ex- 
ample: "  Paralysis  of  the  bladder,  produced  by  pressure  on  the  spinal 
marrow,  may  be  followed  by  ulceration  and  lesion  of  the  organ."  There 
must  always  be  lesion  of  an  organ  previous  to  ulceration.  Again — 
"  The  abstraction  of  nervous  influence  from  the  bladder  has  a  tendency 
to  weaken  its  vital  energies."  We  presume  something  more  than  a  mere 
tendency. 

The  observations  of  our  author  on  the  use  of  the  catheter,  together 
with  the  illustrative  cases,  we  repeat,  every  young  practitioner  would  do 
well  to  study  ;  for  although  there  may  be  nothing  in  his  preliminary  re^ 
marks  not  before  told,  his  cases  are  very  instructive.  Among  the  gene- 
ral measures  for  the  relief  of  stricture  attended  with  distended  bladder, 
our  author  has  unaccountably  omitted  opiate  injections  and  fomentations. 
But  there  is  a  simplicity  and  credulity  observable  in  a  notice  at  p.  282, 
of  a  pretended  discovery  of  Professor  Gibson's,  truly  amusing.  ¥  It  is, 
I  presume,  on  the  principle  of  restoring  the  harmonious  action  of  contig- 
uous parts,  that  Dr.  Gibson  has  suggested,  in  cases  of  retention  of  urine, 
the  practice  of  pouring  water  from  a  considerable  height  into  a  vessel 
beneath,  in  the  presence  of  the  patient  ;  a  practice  which  he  has  tried 
with  benefit,  especially  in  infants.  He  was  led  to  adopt  this  course  from 
the  custom  of  experienced  ostlers,  who  place  fresh  straw  under  a  horse, 
and  cause  a  rustling  noise,  which  it  is  well  understood  invites  the  animal 
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to  a  discharge  of  urine."  Now,  we  venture  to  suggest  that  not  an  old 
woman  could  be  found,  of  the  least  experience  in  nursing,  who  is  not 
familiar  with  this  simple  expedient  ;  in  fact,  there  is  no  one  who  has  not 
more  or  less  frequently  noticed  similar  effects  in  his  own  sympathies.  If 
he  doubt  it,  let  him  go  to  France,  and  visit  Versailles  on  one  of  the 
gala  days,  when  all  those  various  water-works — fountains,  streams,  jets 
d'eau,  he. — are  suddenly  and  simultaneously  allowed  to  pour  forth  their 
waters.  It  must  be  a  hold  sphincter  that  can  hold  in  on  these  occasions. 
Such  puerile  pretensions  to  discovery  must  calculate  largely  on  the  ig- 
norance or  indulgence  of  the  reading  community,  and  forcibly  reminds 
us  of  a  passage  in  the  biography  of  the  African  Ostrich,  which  we  have 
somewhere  met  with.  A  bird  that  knows  how  to  cull  subsistence  from 
a  trackless  desert,  one  would  suppose  must  be  gifted  with  some  intellect 
in  other  respects,  which  only  serves  to  make  his  folly  more  conspicuous 
in  the  case  in  point.  We  are  told  by  travellers,  that  it  is  the  unvarying 
custom  of  this  biped,  when  hard  pressed  by  the  hunter,  mounted  on  the 
fleetest  steed,  to  look  out  for  some  hole,  crevice,  or  corner  in  the  rocks 
or  sand-hills,  sufficiently  large  to  receive  his  head,  when  having  safely 
deposited  his  own  sconce  in  darkness,  feels  satisfied  that  all  the  rest  of 
the  world  are  equally  blind,  and  consequently  becomes  an  easy  prey  to 
his  pursuers. 

At  p.  300  we  are  presented  with  an  instance  of  want  of  self-confidence 
by  no  means  commendable  in  an  operator.  The  author  is  describing  a 
case  of  stricture  of  the  urethra  combined  with  distention  of  the  canal 
behind  the  stricture,  in  which  all  efforts  to  introduce  the  catheter  had 
failed.  "  I  made  a  bold  incision  into  the  tumor,  and  gave  free  vent  to 
the  accumulated  urine,  to  his  great  relief.  I  now  attempted  to  complete 
the  operation,  by  dividing  the  stricture  by  incision,  and  passing  a  cathe- 
ter through  the  penis  into  the  bladder  :  but  such  was  the  extreme  rest- 
lessness and  resistance  of  the  patient,  that  it  appeared  almost  impossible 
to  carry  out  the  operation  at  this  time.  My  colleague  joined  me  in  giv- 
ing place  to  our  more  tender  feelings,  and  we  allowed  the  poor  wretch 
to  escape  from  the  table.  We  felt  well  assured  that  he  was  relieved 
from  present  pain  and  danger,  and  hoped  that  at  some  more  propitious 
period  he  might  receive,  perhaps  from  other  hands,  the  benefits  of  an 
operation  for  radical  cure."  It  is  with  us  a  question  how  far  a  practising 
surgeon  is  authorized,  under  such  circumstances,  to  transfer  a  patient  half 
cured  to  another  operator, — certainly  not  from  motives  of  "  more  tender 
feelings,"  which  may  be  equally  the  attribute  of  the  more  successful. 

In  treating  of  cases  of  urinal  infiltration,  our  author  remarks — "  I  have 
witnessed  a  few  of  these  cases,  and  have  found  that  if  effusion  extends 
above  the  pubis,  and  about  the  groins  and  thighs,  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient may  be  expected  from  the  violence  of  the  constitutional  symp- 
toms." We  have  treated  successfully  accidents  of  this  kind,  where  the 
effusion  extended  even  to  the  umbilicus,  by  numerous  and  free  incisions, 
through  the  tumefied  parts,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  accident. 
In  this  case,  eight  or  ten  incisions,  both  above  and  below  the  pubis,  were 
necessary.  The  author  himself  relates  a  case  of  very  extensive  infiltra- 
tion, which  occurred  in  an  infant  seven  years  of  age,  in  which  gangrene 
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did  not  ensue — a  circumstance  which  he  refers  to  the  different  qualities 
of  the  urine  of  an  adult  and  that  of  a  child,  to  which  he  might  have 
added  the  active  restorative  powers  of  young  persons. 

In  his  chapter  on  "Tic  douleureux"  of  the  bladder,  Dr.  P.  has  fur- 
nished us  with  a  highly  interesting  history  of  a  rare  and  painful  affection, 
and  which  differs  from  those  cases  of  extreme  sensitiveness  of  the  blad- 
der and  urethra,  which  could  not  be  referred  to  any  obvious  cause,  as  an 
enlarged  state  of  the  prostate,  stricture  of  the  urethra,  &c,  and  in  which 
the  pain  is  permanent  and  paroxysms  absent,  and  which  our  author  is 
disposed  to  refer  to  some  organic  lesion  of  the  kidneys,  depending  on  a 
gouty  diathesis.  According  to  this  account  of  "  tic  douleureux,"  the 
treatment  of  these  cases  has  not  hitherto  resulted  in  much  benefit  to  the 
patients.  We  believe  that  similar  affections  have  been  successfully 
treated  by  large  doses  of  Pulv.  carb.  ferri.  and  P.  stramonium,  combin- 
ed with  the  palliative  use  of  opiate  injections — blisters  to  the  sacrum, 
dressed  with  simple  cerate,  sprinkled  w  ith  P.  sulph.  morph.  and  together 
with  alterative  doses  of  blue  pill  and  rhubarb. 

The  chapter  on  Nephrites  we  consider  the  most  faultless  in  the  whole 
book,  and  is  replete  with  the  most  important  practical  lessons.  The 
views  of  our  author  relative  to  the  distinctions  to  be  drawn  between  in- 
flammation and  painful  spasm,  though  by  no  means  peculiar  to  himself, 
will  be  admitted  by  all  of  extensive  experience  as  safe  deductions  from 
careful  observations,  based  on  sound  and  philosophical  reasoning.  It  is 
true  that  cases  occasionally  occur  in  which  reaction  and  irritative  fever 
are  more  immediately  the  consequence,  requiring  the  earlier  resort  to 
general  and  local  depletion  ;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  the  practice  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  P.  will  be  found  correct. 

We  are  here  constrained  to  take  leave  of  our  author  for  the  present, 
with  the  hope  that  in  his  next  publication  he  will  profit  by  the  hints 
which  we  have  now  laid  before  the  public. 

We  had  marked,  for  insertion,  several  other  passages  as  instances  of 
heedless  composition  ;  but  these  are  omitted,  under  the  conviction  that 
enough  has  already  been  said  to  answer  our  purpose.  In  penning  these 
strictures,  it  has  been  our  sincere  desire  to  do  a  service  to  the  author  by 
pointing  out  his  errors,  always  with  "candor,"  and  with  as  much 
"  kindness "  as  the  obligations  of  truth  and  the  interests  of  science 
would  allow. 

March  15,  1836. 


DR.  COPLAND  ON  THE  VITALITY  OF  THE  BLOOD. 

To  Ike  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Since  reading  the  last  number  of  your  Journal.  I  have  been  so 
fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  borrow  the  first  Part  of  Copland's  Dictionary 
of  Practical  Medicine,  published  by  Lilly,  Wrait,  Colman  &  Holden, 
Boston,  1834,  and  have  read,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  the  article  on 
the  Blood,  contained  in  that  valuable  work.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
find  in  that  interesting  article  the  slightest  expression  nor  intimation  from 
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which  it  can  be  inferred  that  the  author  had  embraced,  and  intended  to 
advance,  the  hypothesis  which  constitutes  the  leading  idea  of  my  article 
on  the  blood,  published  in  your  Journal  a  few  months  since.  1  am  not 
surprised,  sir,  that  one  who  is  very  superficially  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
sent state  of  physiological  science,  and  who  is  not  accustomed  to  the 
investigation  of  those  nice  and  intricate  questions  which  perplex  ami  di- 
vide the  most  eminent  physiologists,  should,  on  comparing  my  article  on 
the  blood,  with  that  of  Dr.  Copland,  perceive  many  and  striking  points 
of  resemblance  between  them  :  for  there  really  are  many  such  points. 
But  a  candid  and  discriminating  reader  will  readily  perceive  that  every 
point  in  my  article,  which  has  a  resemblance  to  Dr.  Copland's,  is  stated, 
not  as  a  matter  of  original  discovery  or  hypothesis  on  my  part,  but  as 
already  admitted  by  the  scientific  world  ;  and  such  a  reader  will  also  per- 
ceive that  the  leading  idea  contained  in  my  article,  and  for  which  alone 
it  was  presented  to  the  public,  and  the  attention  of  medical  gentlemen 
invoked,  is  neither  expressed  nor  implied  in  Dr.  Copland's  article. 

Before  1  communicated  my  article  to  you,  sir,  1  had  the  honor  to  read 
it  to  Prof.  Oliver,  of  Hanover,  who  as  a  physiologist  is  second  to  no  man 
in  this  country  in  medical  learning  and  scientific  attainments,  and  he  very 
promptly  asserted  the  entire  originality  of  my  view,  and  declared  that  he 
considered  it  worthy  of  serious  consideration.  But  that  article  was  pub- 
lished with  no  arrogant  pretensions  to  originality.  It  was  respectfully 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  obtaining  their  judgment  upon  it,  because,  as  I  stated,  1  was  not  confi- 
dent how  much  importance  ought  to  be  attached  to  the  peculiar  notion 
contained  in  it. 

Yet  if  every  idea  contained  in  my  article  were  to  be  found  in  that  of 
Dr.  Copland,  1  conceive  that  it  would  not  in  any  measure  be  discredita- 
ble to  me,  for  T  assure  you  that  [  never  read  Dr.  Copland's  article  until 
within  the  last  forty-eight  hours  ;  and  one  thing  more  I  assure  you,  and 
can  prove  to  you,  sir;  Dr.  Copland's  article  contains  whole  sections  which 
express  precisely  the  same  views  as  are  advanced  in  my  lecture  on 
Epidemic  Diseases,  which  was  published  before  Dr.  C.'s  Dictionary 
appeared. 

In  this  day  of  intellectual  excitement  and  enterprise,  men  in  different 
parts  of  the  globe  will  be  very  likely  to  be  brought  to  similar  conclusions, 
and  without  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  each  other.  It  is  diffi- 
cult, therefore,  to  say  how  far  one  individual  is  indebted  to  another  for 
his  opinions,  in  the  general  intellectual  progress  of  the  world  ;  and  conse- 
quently it  is — to  say  the  least  of  it — quite  as  amiable  and  courteous  not 
to  be  too  hasty  in  accusing  each  other  of  plagiarism. 

I  sincerely  and  fervently  wish,  Mi1.  Editor,  that  I  knew  how  to  address 
myself  to  your  learned  readers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  draw  out  from 
them  such  candid  and  judicious  criticisms,  and  discussions,  as  will  serve 
the  cause  of  truth  and  philanthropy.  Personal  abuse  and  obloquy  and 
ridicule  can  serve  no  good  end  ;  and  no  one,  of  correct  principles  and 
refinement,  can  reflect  on  them,  as  manifestations  of  the  qualities  of  the 
human  heart,  without  painful  regret. 

Yours  respectfully,  S.  Gkaham. 

Boston }  April  8,  1836. 
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THE  NEW  MODE  OF  TREATING  GROUP. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — In  the  number  of  the  Medical  Journal  for  March  16,  I  saw  the 
remarks  of  Dr.  Fisher  on  the  New  Remedy  in  Croup.  As  that  disease 
has  been  very  prevalent  in  this  village  during  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  and  as  1  have  made  use  of  the  new  remedy  in  six  or  seven 
well  marked  cases  of  croup,  with  the  most  happy  success,  it  may  tend  to 
corroborate  his. 

After  seeing  in  the  Exeter  (N.  H.)  News  Letter,  the  article  published 
about  three  months  since,  and  accredited  to  a  German  journal,  I  was  in- 
duced to  try  it.  My  method  is  to  take  two  pieces  of  flannel  of  sufficient 
size,  alternately  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  and  apply  to  the  throat  and 
upper  part  of  the  breast,  and  repeat  every  fifteen  minutes,  until  the 
difficult  respiration  abates.  If  this  should  return,  they  are  to  be  con- 
tinued. 1  have  found  the  inhalation  of  warm  vapor,  in  addition,  greatly 
tend  to  assist  perspiration,  and  in  no  instance  have  I  had  to  make  use  of 
moisture  to  the  body.  The  internal  remedies  are  those  in  common  to 
be  made  use  of  as  circumstances  in  the  case  require. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  medical  writers  on  this  disease  (for  instance, 
Dr.  Dewees),  that  unless  the  patient  is  seen  before  the  lapse  of  ten  or 
twelve  hours  from  its  onset,  the  case  is  one  almost  hopeless,  and  I  have 
heretofore  found  his  words  too  true  in  many  cases.  But  since  1  have 
made  use  of  the  hot  cloths,  my  faith  is  such  as  to  consider  the  croup  a 
disease  as  easily  controlled,  after  many  hours  standing,  as  it  is  rapid  in  its 
approach  and  progress.         Yours  most  respectfully,        1.  B.  Gale. 

Salisbury  Mills,  Ms.  March  30th,  1836. 
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PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION. 

This  is  the  season  when  the  foundation  is  often  laid  for  consumption  in  this 
section  of  the  United  States.  Although  thousands  are  annually  swept 
from  existence  by  this  disease,  the  public  never  seems  to  be  alarmed  at 
the  fearful  mortality,  though  the  fairest,  most  promising  and  intelligent 
portion  of  society,  in  the  dnyspring  of  youth,  are  dropping  into  the  tomb, 
one  after  another,  in  rapid  succession. 

That  imprudence  in  dress  is  one  of  the  predisposing  causes,  is  beyond 
all  doubt  ;  yet  with  a  multitude  of  evidence,  all  of  which  is  irresistible, 
that  in  a  majority  of  instances  the  consumptive  induces  the  disease  which 
must  necessarily  be  fatal,  inasmuch  as  it  destroys  the  organization  of  the 
lungs,  little  or  no  attention  is  given  to  the  fact,  and,  year  after  year, 
therefore,  victims  are  multiplied.  Physicians  have  certainly  discharged 
their  duty  :  they  have  warned,  entreated,  both  by  lectures  and  popular 
essays,  but  to  no  purpose.  Regardless  of  all  counsel,  phthisis  has  be- 
come the  most  familiar  term  in  northern  bills  of  mortality.    Great  com- 
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plaints  are  made  against  the  climate,  and  travellers  from  milder  regions 
are  shocked  with  the  destruction  that  is  made  of  human  life  by  what  they 
consider  atmospheric  changes  of  temperature,  so  sudden  and  so  severe 
as  to  destroy  the  function  of  the  bronchial  apparatus.  Now  it  may  be 
true  that  in  some  individuals,  consumption  may  have  had  its  origin  from 
this  cause  ;  and  others,  the  number  of  whom,  however,  is  comparatively 
small,  have  an  hereditary  tendency  to  that'  condition  in  which  the  lungs 
are  drawn  into  disease  ;  but  two-thirds  of  all  who  die  of  pulmonary  affec- 
tions, it  is  presumed,  have  directly  generated  the  malady  by  trusting  to 
the  physical  energies  of  the  system.  The  idea  is  absurd,  to  youth,  that 
simply  wetting  the  feet,  wearing  thin  shoes,  dressing  in  thin  clothing,  in 
damp,  cold  weather,  &.c.  can  have  an  influence  upon  the  functions  of  con- 
cealed organs  of  the  body.  Knowing  little  of  the  sympathies  existing 
between  the  skin  and  the  vital  machinery  within,  it  is  not  strange,  per- 
haps, that  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  admonitions  of  those  qualified  to 
advise.  No  spot  on  earth  is  probably  more  favorable  to  long  life  and 
health  than  New  England  ;  but  the  predominance  of  transatlantic  fashions 
which  were  by  no  means  designed  for  this  meridian,  are  followed  with 
such  avidity,  that  still  greater  mortality,  by  consumption,  may  be  appre- 
hended, as  these  fashions  increase.  When  our  forefathers  were  more 
simple  in  their  habits,  and  less  acquainted  with  the  potent  enginery  of 
the  customs  to  which  we  have  become  the  fawning  slaves,  the  young 
grew  to  manhood — and  were  hardy  ;  but  their  descendants  have  deterio- 
rated— not  by  reason  of  a  change  of  climate,  on  which  the  burden  is  cast, 
but  through  total  neglect  of  themselves. 

We  designed  these  remarks  for  popular  reading- — hoping  that  they 
might  fall  into  hands  where  no  prompter  has  been.  To  be  well,  guard 
against  the  inclemency  of  a  northern  winter  by  warm  clothing,  and  thick 
boots  and  shoes — and  continue  these  till  the  mild  air  of  summer  has  suc- 
ceeded the  frosts  of  winter,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  spring. 


Gangrene  of  the  Lungs  in  the  Insane. — M.  Guislain  has  published,  in 
the  Gazette  Medicale  de  Paris,  some  interesting  observations  on  this  dis- 
ease, which  he  has  found  prevalent  among  the  insane  patients  at  the  hos- 
pital of  Gaud.  He  considers  it  produced  by  abstinence  from  food,  which 
is  often  obstinately  persevered  in  by  patients  afflicted  by  melancholy,  and 
which  first  deteriorates  the  blood,  and  finally  alters  the  pulmonary  tissue. 
He  has  made  13  autopsies  of  such  patients,  in  nine  of  whom  he  found  the 
lungs  gangrenous  ;  in  three,  the  tissue  of  the  lungs  was  darker  than 
usual,  and  in  one  was  a  simple  congestion  at  the  posterior  part.  The 
gangrenous  patients  never  seemed  to  suffer  any  pain  in  the  chest,  did  not 
cough,  the  respiration  was  not  difficult,  nor  was  there  any  appearance  of 
fever.  The  skin  was  cooler,  and  the  pulse  slower  than  natural.  In  all 
such  cases  of  abstinence,  the  author  observed  a  brick-red  color  of  the 
cheeks,  passing  by  degrees  to  brown  or  purple,  which  was  always  the 
more  striking  the  longer  abstinence  had  been  continued,  and  which  was 
probably  caused  by  a  change  in  the  composition  of  the  blood,  produced 
by  such  abstinence.  The  stomach,  in  these  cases,  was  always  healthy, 
and  during  life  there  was  no  fever,  no  heat  of  skin,  no  acceleration  of 
pulse.  In  abstinence  of  a  healthy  individual,  the  force  sinks  rapidly  ;  in 
the  insane,  on  the  contrary,  the  force  is  sustained  nearly  to  the  last  day. 
He  continues  to  live  in  a  state  of  extreme  emaciation,  though  not  much 
debilitated,  for  months,  or  even  years,  swallowing  from  time  to  time  a 
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mouthful  of  broth,  while  another  person,  with  like  privations,  would  die 
in  eight  or  ten  days.  Insane  patients  with  this  disgust  of  food,  also  sup- 
port the  sensation  of  heat  and  cold  with  an  astonishing  indifference,  and 
all  the  other  senses  are  in  a  similar  stupor.  If  the  resistance  of  food  can 
be  overcome,  a  cure  may  be  effected,  even  when  the  pulmonary  lesion 
is  very  grave. 


Hydriodate  of  Potash  in  Syphilis. — Dr.  Wallace,  of  the  Jervis-Sireet 
Hospital,  Dublin,  has  had  great  success  with  the  hydriodate  of  potash  in 
secondary  syphilis.  He  has  treated  124  such  cases  in  this  manner,  and 
he  considers  this  treatment  the  greatest  improvement  which  has  taken 
place  in  medical  surgery  ip  modern  times.  He  has  promised  to  give  a 
series  of  clinical  lectures  on  syphilis  thus  treated. 


Mass.  General  Hospital. — The  following  gentlemen  have  been  elected 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  :— 

Drs.  James  Jackson,  Walter  Channing,  and  John  Ware,  Physicians. 
Drs.  John  C.  Warren  and  George  Hayward,  Surgeons. 
Dr.  James  B.  S.  Jackson,  Assistant  Physician. 

Drs.  Jacob  Bigelow,  John  Randall,  George  C.  Shattuck  and  Abraham 
R.  Thompson,  Consulting  Physicians. 

Drs.  George  B.  Doane,  Winslovv  Lewis,  Jr.  Solomon  D.  Townsend 
and  William  J.  Walker,  Consulting  Surgeons. 

Dr.  Gamaliel  Bradford,  Superintendent. 

Dr.  Thomas  G.  Lee,  Physician  and  Superintendent  ;  and  Mr.  Colum- 
bus Tyler,  Steward,  of  the  McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 

The  Board  of  Visiters  consists  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Senate,  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  Chaplains  of  both  Houses 
for  the  time  being. 


Louis  on  Phthisis. — We  understand  that  the  printing  of  Cowan's  Trans- 
lation of  Louis  on  Phthisis  has  been  commenced,  and  will  be  executed 
in  a  uniform  style  with  the  translation  of  Louis  on  Fever,  which  we  no- 
ticed a  few  weeks  since. 


Cure  of  Ulcers. — Dr.  Cramer  recommends  for  the  treatment  of  ulcers, 
that  a  piece  of  lint,  imbued  with  the  discharge,  should  be  dipped  in  an 
impalpable  powder  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  then  re-applied  to  the  sore. 
This  he  repeats  every  day,  or  every  other  day,  and  by  his  enforcing  a 
quiet  state  of  the  member,  he  mentions  his  having  succeeded  in  healing 
the  most  obstinate  ulcers  in  a  period  of  six  or  eight  weeks.  He  has  like- 
wise employed  the  same  powder  with  advantage  to  the  granular  conjunc- 
tiva.— Heidelberg.  Klinische  Jlnnal. — Lancet. 


Gonorrhoeal  Rheumatism. — Rheumatism  is  very  much  predisposed  to  by 
gonorrhoea.  This  sort  of  rheumatism  always  affects  the  feet.  It  may 
affect  the  knees  and  hips  also.  It  is  also  a  very  obstinate  form.  With 
this  rheumatism  there  are  generally  attacks  of  superficial  inflammation  of 
one  or  both  eyes.  It  is  not  iritis,  and  it  is  not  purulent,  but  it  is  attended 
by  copious  watery  secretion.  Some  persons  never  have  gonorrhoea  with- 
out this  secretion. — Br.  Elliotson. 
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A  Question.  Mr.  Editor, —  Why  cannot  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  follow  up  "  Charlatanism  Extraordinary  "  with  an  exposition  of 
the  effrontery  of  Mrs.  MolCs  succe  ssors,  who  do  full  ?.s  much  of  more 
injury  than  Dr.  W.,  being  two  ignorant  girls,  who  two  years  ago,  knew 
not  the  uterus  from  the  rectum,  and  now,  forsooth,  advise  in  delicate 
cases  !  One  of  them  was  a  patient  to  the  original  quack,  Mrs.  Mott  ;  the 
other  at  that  time  kept  a  primary  school  !  Rub  them  up,  and  do  the 
State  a  service.  X. 

Boston,  April  9,  1836. 

Physicians  in  Spain. — In  the  present  day  the  fee  of  a  physician  is  two- 
pence from  the  tradesman,  tenpence  from  the  man  of  fashion,  and  nothing 
from  the  poor.  Some  noble  families  agree  with  the  physician  by  the 
year,  paying  him  annually  fourscore  reals — that  is  16s.  for  his  attendance 
on  them  and  their  families. 

To  Correspondents. — Several  communications  which  have  been  omitted  this 
week  to  make  room  for  the  extended  review  of  Parrish's  Observations,  will  appear 
in  our  next  Number. 

Djkd — At  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Bernard  Mesthe,  of  France,  aged  64. 

W,i  i'«  n  nliHr  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  9,  23.    Males.  17—  Females,  6. 

Of  typhous  fever,  2— accidental,  ]—  old  age,  2— infantile,  2— lung  fever,  4— rheumatic  fever,  J — 
consumption,  3— smallpox,  2— diabetes,  ]— diseased  uterus,  1— intemperance,  1— child-bed,  1— asth- 
ma, J— brain  fever,  1— dropsy,  1. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the c-vses  tlisy  Witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    -      _.__-_.»     Dr.  Otis. 
On  Anatomy  Dr.  Lew-is..  t 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my ate  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100 — to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the.  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

PMvsrciANs  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar .  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Oihce.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  soms  other  mode  of  convey ance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  paeked  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recentlv  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 


A  GOOD  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON. 
A  phvsician  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts  (wishing  to  remove  from  the  State),  would  dispose 
of  his  place  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.    A  very  eligible  location  for  a  young  gentleman.  For 
particulars,  inquire  of  the  editor  of  this  Journal  ;  if  by  mail,  post-paid.  eptf. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday ,  by  D- 
CIjVPP,  JR.  at.  Id  -1  vVashinirton  Street ,  corner  of  Franklin  Street, to  whom  all  coiTimunic.fi  I  ions  nilisl 
be  addressed,  post-paid.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.  Itisalsro  publishedin  Monthly  Tarts,  on  the 
1st  of  every  month,  each  Partcontaining  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  precdinp  inenth,  stitrlir d  in  a 
cover.— Price  $3,00  a  year  in  ad vance,  $3,.r>()  after  three  months, anil  $4,00  if  not  puid  within  the 
ye  ir.  —  Every  seventh  copy ,  gratis.  —  Postage  the  Eamr  a*  for  n  newspaper. 
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TREATMENT    OF    PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 

The  following  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  this  disease  are  from  Dr.  S. 
G.  Morton's  additions  to  Mackintosh's  Practice  of  Physic — a  work  which 
was  more  particularly  noticed  in  a  late  number  of  the  Journal. 

When  I  meet  with  a  case  of  phthisis  that  is  just  developing  itself, 
when  the  disease  is  confined  to  one  lung  and  is  circumscribed  in  extent, 
and  the  patient's  general  health  not  yet  impaired,  I  pursue  the  following 
plan.  I  at  once  establish  an  issue  of  caustic  potash  over  the  diseased 
part,  and  keep  it  discharging  by  means  of  basilicon,  savin,  and  mezereon, 
and  by  washing  it  with  soap  and  water.  The  cough  should  be  controlled 
through  the  day  by  demulcent  and  acidulated  drinks  ;  but  at  bed-time,  if 
it  continue  troublesome,  I  direct  as  much  anodyne  as  will  secure  the 
patient  a  night's  rest.  In  this  manner  the  coue,h  will  be  chiefly  confined 
to  the  early  part  of  the  day,  when  the  patient  is  best  able  to  bear  it.  If 
there  be  febricula,  with  a  frequent  pulse,  I  am  partial  to  the  use  of  digi- 
talis, which  sometimes  has  a  most  happy  effect  in  reducing  the  wearing 
excitement  of  the  bloodvessels.  To  this  simple  treatment  I  add  the  in- 
ternal use  of  the  preparations  of  iodine, — the  most  powerful  alterative, 
with  the  exception  of  mercury,  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  I  give 
them  for  about  a  week  at  a  time,  then  omit  them  for  a  like  period,  and 
thus  alternately  discontinue  and  resume  them.  The  patient's  diet  should 
be  light  but  nutritious,  using  freely  of  the  farinaceous  articles,  and  avoid- 
ing every  indigestible  article  of  food.  Conjoined  with  these  means  I 
direct  daily  free  exercise  in  the  open  air,  by  walking,  riding  or  driving, 
and  by  protracted  journeys,  when  these  can  be  resorted  to  without  undue 
fatigue  or  exposure.  As  an  interlude  I  am  extremely  partial  to  a  sea 
voyage,  particularly  when  it  can  be  directed  to  a  mild  and  equable  cli- 
mate. It  is  by  a  persistence  in  this  plan  of  treatment,  that  I  have  now 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  considerable  number  of  patients  pursuing  their 
daily  avocations,  and  enjoying  a  good  degree  of  general  health,  whom  I 
am  confident  never  would  have  survived,  for  three  months,  the  old  prac- 
tice of  close  confinement,  low  diet,  antiphlogistics  and  mercurials.  I  do 
not  pretend  that  in  all  such  cases  the  tubercular  disease  is  eradicated,  or 
the  abscesses  cicatrized  ;  but  I  know  that  the  malady  may  be  kept  at 
bay,  and  rendered  comparatively  inert,  until  at  length  it  ceases  to  molest 
the  patient. 

The  obliteration  of  abscesses  by  cicatrices  is  a  very  common  occur- 
rence ;  but  most  unfortunately  these  cavities  are  seldom  single  or  isolated, 
11 
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but  on  the  contrary  succeed  eacli  other  at  uncertain  intervals,  and  thus 
keep  up  an  exhausting  drain  on  the  constitution. 

But  the  existence  of  ahscess  does  not  prevent  my  pursuing  the  prac- 
tice above  mentioned,  provided  the  general  strength  of  the  patient  con- 
tinues in  a  reasonable  degree  unimpaired.  Abscesses  may  continue  for 
years,  occasioning  no  pain,  and  little  inconvenience  beyond  debility,  more 
or  less  cough,  and  occasional  febricula.  Such  instances,  however,  are 
exceptions  to  a  rule  ;  for  where  suppuration  has  taken  place,  we  have 
little  to  hope  for. 


SOME   FACTS  AND   LOGIC  RESPECTING  DIETETICS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  R.  appears  to  be  a  nervous  lady — one  of  Mr. 
Graham's  "  simple  faithful."  I  therefore  bow  submissively  to  her  re- 
bukes— ask  her  ladyship's  pardon  for  having  given  her  so  much  offence, 
and  promise  to  do  so  no  more,  if  I  can  help  it. 

Grahamism,  of  which  I  am  not  so  ignorant  as  lady  R.  supposes,  may 
be  defined — the  empirical  recommendation  and  use  of  a  vegetable  and 
water  diet. 

An  empirical  recommendation  is  one  that  is  indiscriminate,  incautious, 
and  extravagant,  and  therefore  calculated  to  do  much  mischief.  What 
if  Mr.  G.  has  obtained  the  approbation  of  some  of  the  faculty  ?  So  did 
Swaim  in  behalf  of  his  Panacea  in  specific  cases.  Yet  the  empirical  re- 
commendation and  use  of  that  nostrum — how  many  thousands  has  it 
gulled,  not  to  say  murdered.  And  the  merit  of  empirically  recommend- 
ing a  vegetable  diet,  is  all  that  can  justly  be  conceded  to  the  ism  of  Mr. 
Graham.  For  it  has  been  common  for  physicians,  in  all  ages,  to  pre- 
scribe a  farinaceous  regimen  in  certain  morbid  states,  or  other  circum- 
stances. They  have  recommended  an  almost  entire  adherence  to  it  to 
■persons  subjected  to  fatigue  in  hot  climates — to  certain  very  weak  and 
irritable  constitutions — to  patients  affected  with  certain  diseases,  &c.  &c. 
Philosophers  have  also  recommended  this  diet  to  their  disciples  as  a 
means  of  subduing  the  visceral  appetites  and  passions,  and  improving  the 
intellectual  faculties.  But  it  has  been  reserved  for  Mr.  G.  to  discover 
this  valuable  modifier  to  be  the  natural  and  only  proper  food  of  man, 
capable  of  relieving  all  his  diseases,  of  perfecting  all  his  powers,  and  of 
regaining  for  him  the  lost  longevity  of  the  ages  before  the  flood.  It  has 
"been  reserved  for  Mr.  G.  to  prescribe  one  eternal  Lent  to  the  human 
,race — forbidding  flesh  to  man  in  every  season  and  climate,  and  whatever 
.may  be  his  employment,  habits,  degree  of  vital  force,  or  pathological 
-condition.  It  has  been  reserved  for  Mr.  G.  to  deduce  from  the  physio- 
logical structure  of  man  his  native  repugnance  to  flesh  as  a  diet — a  re- 
pugnance which  can  never  be  overcome  without  sacrificing  his  health, 
vigor  and  longevity.  This  is  the  ism  of  Mr.  Graham,  or  it  is  nothing. 
He  must  keep  this  exclusive  ground,  or  he  loses  the  ism  which  has 
ibrought  him  into  notice,  and  falls  back  upon  the  common  ground  of  a 
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mixed  diet,  the  proportions  of  which  may  be  varied  to  suit  constitutions 
.-and  circumstances. 

Do  you  perceive,  Mr.  Editor,  the  object  of  these ^  remarks  ?  They 
.are  designed  to  wrest  from  Grahamism  the  support  which  it  would  gladly 
borrow  from  those  numerous  cases  in  which  a  vegetable  diet  has  for  a 
season  been  found  very  conducive  to  health.  For,  as  a  therapeutic  mea- 
sure, this  diet  has  ever  been  and  is  still  extensively  in  use.  This  single 
remark  ought  to  nullify  a  host  of  pretended  demonstrations  of  the  truth 
.of  Grahamism.  Is  it  not  familiarly  known  to  the  profession  that  when 
the  system  has  been  irritated  to  a  certain  degree  by  stimulating  ingesta 
— an  irritation  to  which  the  excitement  of  muscular  or  moral  activity  may 
have  largely  contributed — the  substitution  of  a  mild  farinaceous  for  a 
flesh  diet  may  soothe  the  harassed  and  jaded  functions  into  a  repose- 
equally  salutary  and  delightful  ?  Or  is  it  not  known  that  man  may  inherit 
or  acquire  a  fibre  so  weak  and  irritable  that  the  stimulus  of  vegetable  food 
alone  will  be  sufficient  to  de.ve.lope  the  little  strength  that  such  individuals 
possess  ?  Or  is  it  not  known  that  when  a  man  accustomed  to  a  generous 
mixed  diet,  suddenly  puts  himself  upon  a  spare  vegetable  regimen — a 
large  amount  of  nervous  energy  ,  before  directed  to  the  viscera,  is  as  sud^- 
denly  set  at  liberty,  and  may  be  concentrated  in  the  brain  or  m.useles, 
and  thus  capacitate  the  individual  for  extraordinary  efforts  for  a  limited 
period  ?  But  what  then  ?  Is  a  vegetable  diet  therefore  the  grand  arca- 
num— the  secret  of  perpetual  health — the  means  of  rejuvenization  for 
unlimited  years — and  the  sine  qua  non  to  the  greatest  sum  of  human 
felicity  ?  So  dreams  Mr.  G.  and  other  heedless  visionaries ;  and  with 
.about  as  much  reason  might  the  toper,  in  the  reveries  produced  by  the 
alcoholic  stimulant,  imagine  he  had  been  quaffing  the  true  aqua  vitae— 
the  waters  of  immortality  !  For  the  dreams  of  perpetual  buoyancy  of 
spirits  and  activity  of  mind  to  be  secured  by  denying  the  stomach  its 
jnstinctive  and  healthy  cravings,  while  the  excitement  of  the  system  is 
kept  up  by  violent  exercise,  or  lively  emotions,  and  the  ferment  of  the 
brain,  will  as  surely  vanish  in  untimely  weakness  and  despondency,  as 
.the  illusions  of  the  drunkard.  Life,  we  know,  is  supported  by  stimulants. 
But  there  are  other  stimulants  besides  food  and  drink.  The  fanatic  well 
knows  this,  who,,  cheating  his  stomach  with  a  crust  of  bread  and  water 
for  dinner,  goes  about  agitated  and  agitating  by  the  ravings  of  a  heated 
imagination.  The  hunters  of  the  torrid  wilderness  know  this,  who  dread 
to  meet  the  wild  beast,  when,  goaded  by  the  rabid  stimulus  of  hunger, 
he  becomes  doubly  fierce,  daring,  and  powerful.  The  brave  defender  of 
.Gibraltar  knew  it,  too,  when,  during  the  famous  siege,  he  subsisted  on  a 
few  ounces  of  rice  and  water  daily.  In  this  last  case  the  •"  souVs  secret 
springs  were  strongly  stirred  " — the  voice  of  instinct  was  hushed — the 
hrain  usurped  a  preternatural  share  of  the  vital  force,  leaving  the  func^ 
tions  of  nutrition  comparatively  inert,  and  yet  by  its  sympathies  develop- 
ing and  sustaining  extraordinary  vital  manifestations.  But  these  and 
similar  modes  of  stimulation,  delightful  as  they  would  otherwise  be,  are 
fraught  with  danger  to  all  but  constitutions  of  the  extremest  vigor.  No 
.others  can  endure  them  for  any  considerable  period  without  suffering  an 
iacce.leration  of  the  pulse — :a  sensitiveness  and  mobility  of  the  nervous 
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system,  manifesting  itself  in  an  ardent,  impetuous,  and  perhaps  ferocious 
temper,  or  in  a  preternatural  exhilaration,  and  incurring  a  vital  expendi- 
ture so  dispropottioned  to  the  renovation  as  to  issue  speedily  in  disease, 
debility  and  death. 

And  here,  Mr.  Editor,  we  stumble  upon  one  of  the  dangers  and  delu- 
sions incident  to  Grahamism.  The  new-born  fanatic  of  the  Graham 
creed  leaps  for  joy  under  the  buoyant  influence  of  his  airy  diet — glories 
in  the  victory  achieved  by  intellect  and  conscience  over  sensual  appetite 
— revels  in  the  new  fountains  of  vigor  and  felicity  thus  opened  to  the 
soul,  and  thinks  nothing  impossible  to  a  hero  of  the  bread  and  water  re- 
gimen. Poor  man  ! — at  one  time,  devoted  to  sensual  gratifications,  he 
employs  his  intellect  to  enlarge  the  domain  of  visceral  wants — he  is  deaf 
to  the  voice  of  instinct — refuses  nature  for  a  guide — depraves  natural 
appetites — creates  new  ones,  and  endeavors  in  every  way  to  surmount 
the  natural  barriers  of  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  ;  then  suddenly  he  be- 
comes disgusted,  turns  a  Grahamite,  opposes  an  iron  will  to  the  most 
reasonable  solicitations  of  appetite,  in  order  that  he  may  exalt  his  intel- 
lectual and  moral  powers,  in  whose  exercise  he  now  places  his  chief  de- 
light— in  short,  the  rake  turns  fanatic,  but  sins  no  less  against  Nature  and 
her  God  than  before,  and  prepares  for  himself  a  no  less  terrible  retribu- 
tion. Thus  the  rake  and  the  fanatic,  whether  united  successively  in  the 
same  individual  (a  case  by  no  means  rare),  or  not,  are  equally  guilty  of 
abusing  nature,  or,  as  your  correspondent  expresses  it,  of  ;'  legislating 
for  nature,"  and  deserve  alike  the  reprobation  of  every  lover  of  God  and 
man.  Now  facts  prove  incontestably  that  there  is  a  tendency  in  Gra- 
hamism to  engender  fanaticism,  and  that  Grahamic  fanaticism  is  often 
fatal  to  persons  of  feeble  vitalities,  who  of  all  others  are  most  likely  to 
fall  into  the  delusion,  and  that  others  escape  death  only  by  the  interven- 
tion of  insanity,  or  some  other  cause  capable  of  changing  their  purposes 
and  regimen.  And  if  there  is  such  a  tendency  in  Grahamism,  and  the 
author  of  the  ism  does  not  guard  his  hearers  against  it,  then  for  this  rea- 
son, among  many  others,  he  is  an  empiric,  and  guilty  of  incautiously 
recommending  a  vegetable  diet.  The  connection  between  Grahamism 
and  fanaticism  is  very  obvious,  both  from  facts  and  theory.  John  Wesley 
defines  fanaticism  to  be  "  expecting  an  end  without  adequate  means. " 
According  to  this  definition,  Mr.  G.  himself  is  believed  by  many  to  be  a 
miserable  fanatic,  for  he  expects,  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  one  of  the 
mightiest  of  all  human  revolutions,  and  without  any  other  cause  for  it 
than  Grahamism  !  But  this  definition  of  Wesley's  only  points  out  a 
moral  characteristic  of  fanaticism.  We  want  a  definition  derived  from  its 
•physiological  nature  and  causes.  In  this  respect  it  may  be  defined  the 
moral  fury  and  mental  exaltation  resulting  from  abstinence.  And,  Mr. 
Editor,  who  is  there  so  little  acquainted  with  the  "  science  of  life  "  as 
not  to  perceive  in  Grahamism  (the  empirical  use  of  a  bread  and  water 
diet)  a  tendency  to  fanaticism  as  just  defined  ?  If  any,  let  them  learn 
from  facts.  The  exhilaration  manifested  by  Grahamites  shows  that  the 
machinery  of  the  nervous  system  has  lost  its  regulator — that  its  equilibrium 
is  disturbed — that  its  movements  will  become  irregular— (i.  e.  unless  it 
buzzes  away  life  and  sinks  into  premature  and  everlasting  repose) — and 
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thenceforth  the  judgment  is  impaired — the  expectations  are  visionary — 
the  self  conceited  and  obstinate,  and  the  individual  is  incurably  convinced 
that  his  diet  is  the  grand  means  of  invigorating  and  prolonging  life,  while 
in  fact  it  is  exhausting  all  his  powers,  beginning  with  the  noble  faculty 
of  vigorous  reproduction — and  reducing  him  to  premature  weakness  and 
decay.  This  result  will  take  place  sooner  or  later,  according  to  the  de- 
gree of  vital  force  allotted  the  individual,  and  other  circumstances.  Facts 
show  this  to  be  one  of  the  tendencies  or  liabilities  of  Grab  am  ism.  And 
of  this  the  public,  especially  that  portion  of  it  who  from  idiosyncrasy,  or 
the  nature  of  their  avocations,  are  most  likely  to  "  legislate  "  for  their 
stomachs  in  order  to  exalt  their  moral  and  intellectual  powers,  ought  to 
be  warned  by  the  faithful  physician.  None  but  the  most  vigorous  can 
endure  for  many  years  extraordinary  exertions  and  a  bread,  and  water 
diet.  The  fact  that  John  Wesley  lived  three  or  four  years  upon  pota- 
toes alone,  proves  nothing  to  the  contrary,  nor  would  many  similar  facts 
which  might  be  quoted.  John  Wesley  was  a  prodigy  of  vital  force  ;  yet 
he  repeatedly  reduced  himself  very  low  in  health,  and  had  little  disposi- 
tion to  reproduce  his  species — and  if  he  had,  would  have  been  utterly 
incompetent  to  have  begotten  anything  but  anemic,  lymphatic,  or  nervous 
progeny.  Emasculation  is  the  first  fruit  of  Grahamic  fanaticism. 
Here  we  will  bid  adieu  to  logic  for  the  piesent,  and  record  some  facts 
which  have  suggested  the  foregoing  observations. 

I. — R.  S.,a  student — age  not  known  precisely,  but  about  25 — nervous 
system,  evidently  rather  mobile,  but  he  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 
Observing  himself  more  active  in  mind  and  body  after  a  light  vegetable 
repast,  and  consulting  economy  as  well  as  "  his  physiological  and  psycho- 
logical interests,"  he  commenced  "  boarding  himself."  His  only  food 
was  bread,  with  water,  milk  and  fruits.  He  was  my  fellow-student — we 
were  well  acquainted,  and  I  saw  him  daily.  In  reply  to  my  inquiries, 
from  time  to  time,  he  said  he  never  felt  so  well  in  his  life  as  he  had  done 
on  his  new  diet.  He  greio  comparatively  indifferent  to  his  food,  but 
found  his  strength  and  elasticity  of  mind  and  buoyancy  of  spirits  much 
increased.  In  fact,  in  the  course  of  three  months,  he  considerably  di- 
minished the  very  moderate  rations  which  he  allowed  himself  at  first. 
He  appeared  to  lose  no  flesh,  and  his  complexion  continued  good.  Al- 
most from  the  first  I  observed  in  him  the  Grahamic  exhilaration.  At 
the  end  of  about  three  months  from  this  change  of  diet,  he  left  us  on  a 
visit  to  his  friends.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  on  his  way  home 
he  began  to  exhibit  symptoms  of  insanity.  His  friends  found  him  quite 
demented  on  his  arrival,  in  the  dead  of  night.  A  young  practitioner  was 
called  to  him,  who  thinking,  T  suppose,  that  he  had  to  combat  sthenic 
inflammation  of  the  brain,  plied  him  so  resolutely  with  bleeding  and 
other  evacuants  that  he  succumbed  in  less  than  a  week,  without  a  lucid 
interval. 

Remarks. — This  young  man  died  before  Mr.  G.  acquired  notoriety  by 
public  lecturing  and  gave  his  name  to  a  peculiar  regimen.  But  no  mat- 
ter for  that.  His  principles  and  practice  were  essentially  Grahamic. 
His  exercise  was  efficient,  and  his  habits  regular.  His  strength  of  nerve 
was  doubtless  below  the  common  measure,  and  his  fate  is  a  warning  to 
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persons  similarly  constituted  to  beware  of  the  Grahamic  experiment — or* 
at  least  of  giving  full  credit  to  the  extraordinary  virtues  ascribed  to  that 
regimen.  If  I  were  to  hazard  a  diagnosis  in  his  case,  it  would  be — irri- 
tation of  the  stomach  from  a  deficiency  of  proper  stimuli  transmitted  to 
the  brain.  As  to  Grahamism,  there  is  nothing  new  about  it  but  its  ex- 
clusiveness  and  absolutism — that  is  to  say,  the  fanatic  empiricism  of  its 
author.  Bread  of  unbolted  flour  has  been  extensively  in  use  ever  since 
bread  was  used  at  all,  and  is  recommended  in  divers  medical  works  to 
the  valetudinary.  And  as  to  a  vegetable  diet,  more  than  half  the  human 
race  are  compelled  to  subsist  upon  it.  The  insanity,  in  this  case,  was 
indubitably  occasioned  by  the  empirical  use  of  a  vegetable  diet — the  will 
lording  it  over  instinct  for  the  benefit  of  intellect.  Insanity  was  the 
triumph  of  instinct  over  both. 

II. — P.  P.,  an  instructor  of  youth — aged  about  40.  This  case  was 
communicated  to  me  by  the  subject  of  it,  while  on  a  journey  last  De^ 
eember.  Had  I  anticipated  my  present  occasion,  my  inquiries  would 
have  been  more  particular.  The  outline,  however,  which  I  am  able  to 
give,  is  sufficient  to  decide  its  character  and  bearings.  P.  P.'s  habits  had 
been  dyspeptic  many  years — his  nervous  resources  were  inadequate  to 
the  demands  made  upon  them,  so  that  he  was  subject  to  demissio  animi 
and  seasons  of  general  debility.  Some  time  last  summer,  his  circum- 
stances requiring  special  exertion  both  of  body  and  mind,  for  the  space 
of  two  or  three  months,  he  put  himself  upon  a  strict  Grahamic  regimen, 
in  the  hope  of  thus  rendering  himself  more  able  to  sustain  it.  His  regi- 
men had  the  expected  effect.  He  went  through  his  extra  labors  with 
umvonted  ease,  but  soon  afterwards  was  attacked  with  fits  of  an  epileptic 
nature,  which  were  followed  by  pa'u>in  the  stomach,  insufficient  and  unre- 
freshing  sleep,  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  His  physician  regarding 
his  disorders  as  the  result  of  hypo-stimulation,  gave  him  nervous  excitants 
with  good  effect.  Tea  and  coffee,  also,  proved  soothing  and  refreshing. 
Smoking  tobacco  often  relieved  him  when  unable  to  sleep  from  pain  in  the 
stomach.  In  a  word,  upon  returning  to  a  common  diet,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  weeks  he  recovered  his  ordinary  health. 

Remarks. — In  this  case  dangerous  irritation  and  debility  of  the  vital 
powers  resulted  very  speedily  from  the  bread  and  water  regimen— speed- 
ily, because  the  individual  was  feeble  and  his  exertions  unusual.  His 
experience  may  serve  to  qualify  the  vain  hopes  of  some  of  Mr.  G.'s  dis- 
ciples. Temporary  vigor  from  a  loiv  diet,  in  the  case  of  feeble  persons, 
is  a  dangerous  draft  upon  the  vital  force,  and  at  best  must  be  repaid 
by  subsequent  debility. 

III. — T.  N.  This  individual  was  of  the  clerical  profession.  I  saw  hini 
repeatedly,  but  he  did  not  communicate  with  me  respecting  his  health. 
I  obtained  the  following  outline  from  his  friends.  Became  dyspeptic 
while  a  candidate  for  settlement.  Got  the  idea,  somehow,  that  bread 
and  water  would  best  sustain  life  (if  combined  with  severe  exercise),  and 
the  less  even  of  that  he  could  bring  himself  to  eat,  the  better.  Whenever 
I  saw  him,  he  manifested  an  ardent,  yet  bold,  radical,  dogmatic  temper, 
Savoring  of  fanatic  extremes,  and  rather  repulsive.  He  habitually  sum- 
moned all  his  intellectual  and  moral  force,  aided  by  the  awful  sanctions 
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of  religion,  to  resist  the  cravings  of  appetite,  to  indulge  which,  he  repre- 
sentecTto  himself  vile  sensuality,  and  an  abuse  of  his  nobler,  spiritual 
nature.  Nevertheless,  instinct  often  triumphed— he  transgressed  his 
ascetic  rules— committed  excesses  in  eating.  Chagrined  at  his  weakness, 
and  conscience-smitten,  he  was  wont  to  atone  for  such  sinful  indulgences 
by  subsequent  austerities,  and  to  attempt  remedying  their  effects  by  se- 
vere exercise.  This  conflict  between  mind  and  matter,  body  and  spirit, 
was  prolonged  several  years  with  various  success.  But  at  length  uncer- 
tain victory  declared  for  the  spirit.  The  viscera  were  made  to  yield  the 
share  of  nervous  influence  necessary  for  the  support  of  life.  Unable 
longer  to  preach,  the  young  man  returned  home — said  he  had  seen  a 
physician,  who  assured  him  that  a  low  diet  and  much  vigorous  exercise 
would  effect  his  cure.  He  lessened  his  allowance  of  food  more  and  more 
— thought  himself  improving  in  health — when  he  suddenly  sank  and  died 
a  week  or  two  after  reaching  home,  and  with  but  a  few  hours  notice  of 
any  impending  danger. 

Quere. — Do  not  these  facts  warrant  us  to  call  this  a  case  of  Grahamic 
starvation  ? 

IV. — A.  B.,of  a  learned  profession — aged  35 — constitution  feeble  and 
insufficient  for  the  labors  imposed  upon  it — long  and  well  versed  in  the 
pathology  of  a  weak  stomach.  From  his  own  lips  I  obtained  the  sub- 
stance of  what  follows.  In  the  spring  of  1832,  became  acquainted  with 
the  notions  of  Mr.  G.,  whose  lectures  lie  afterwards  attended.  Resolved 
to  make  the  experiment  of  G.'s  regimen,  regarding  it  as  his  dernier  hope 
of  comfort  and  usefulness.  On  bread  and  water,  with  small  additions  of 
milk  and  honey,  &c.  occasionally,  he  soon  began  to  feel  as  if  a  load  were 
removed  from  body  and  mind.  lie  exercised  much  and  with  pleasure, 
and  applied  himself  to  every  duty  with  renewed  vigor.  He  was  quiet 
enough  through  the  summer,  but  early  in  October,  about  six  months 
after  he  commenced  Graharnite,  he  began  to  feel  preternatural  buoyancy. 
He  fancied  that  now,  at  last,  he  had  arrived,  thanks  to  God  and  Mr. 
Graham,  at  the  perfection  of  moral  and  physical  regimen.  Difficulties 
vanished,  or  ceased  to  perplex  him.  He  rose  superior  to  the  appetites 
and  passions  of  the  multitude,  and  rode  gaily  over  the  billows  of  this 
stormy  life.  Calm  and  serene,  wisdom  seemed  to  preside  over  all  his 
movements.  He  was  always  imperturbable,  and  if  he  suffered  at  all,  it 
was  from  excess  of  happiness.  He  was  given  to  bright  reveries.  He 
never  could  before  endure  so  much  labor  on  so  little  food,  and  yet  with- 
out morbid  appetite.  His  mind  never  seemed  so  clear  and  so  active  and 
inventive,  or  his  heart  so  full  of  pure  benevolent  feeling,  or  his  voice 
attuned  to  such  perfect  melody.  He  was  fluent,  could  bear  excitement 
without  injury,  &c.  He  continued  in  this  state  nearly  till  the  last  of  De- 
cember. There  was,  however,  one  symptom  which  ought  to  be  noted, 
and  which  ought  to  have  alarmed  him — it  was  wakefulness  at  night.  Late 
in  December,  a  slight  exposure  to  cold  interrupted  this  delightful  dream. 
His  appetite  became  morbid  and  resistless.  His  "  harp  of  thousand 
strings  "  was  quite  unstrung.  On  his  lower  jaw  arose  a  very  painful 
congestive  swelling.  For  several  clays  his  misery  was  extreme.  His 
appearance  and  symptoms  were  in  some  respects  like  the  Asiatic  cholera 
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— his  extremities  were  cold  and  shrivelled — a  general  sensation  of  tre- 
mendous, deadly  cold — instinctively  thrust  his  hands  and  feet  out  to  the 
fire,  almost  toasting  them — which  abated  the  gnawing  pain  in  his  face 
and  his  general  nervous  distress.  His  physician  told  him  his  vital  powers 
were  depressed  by  exertion  on  a  low  diet,  and  his  present  distress  might 
be  gradually  relieved  by  the  prudent  use  of  nervous  excitants,  as  brandy, 
tea,  opium,  and  a  generous  diet  and  repose.  And  so  it  proved.  But  he 
continued  all  winter  in  a  comparatively  broken  state  of  health.  In  the 
spring  he  renewed  his  Grahamic  experiment,  wishing,  if  possible,  to 
renew  the  dream  of  the  summer  before.  This  he  effected  in  some  mea- 
sure. But  the  next  December  there  came  on  a  more  obstinate  and  pro- 
tracted collapse  of  the  vital  powers  than  before.  He  was  a  much  greater 
invalid  than  ever  before,  all  winter — he  was  harassed  with  asthma,  and 
all  the  evils  of  excessive  nervous  mobility — he  could  bear  neither  food, 
nor  medicine,  nor  exercise,  and  was  obliged  to  commit  his  case  to  nature, 
time,  and  patience.  His  Grahamic  reverie  was  now  dissipated.  He  has 
since  very  slowly  improved  in  health,  and  believes  that  exertion  on  the 
Graham  regimen  would  be  speedily  fatal  to  him.  He  regards  the  Graham 
system,  as  it  was  presented  to  him  by  its  author,  as  a  mere  Utopian 
dream  and  delusion. 

Such,  Mr.  Editor,  is  a  specimen  of  those  cases  which  have  come  within 
the  very  limited  range  of  my  observation,  and  which  demonstrate  a  por- 
tion of  the  dangers,  evils  and  abuses  incident  to  the  empirical  recommen- 
dation of  a  vegetable  diet,  as  practised  by  Mr.  Graham. 

Nothing  but  severe  scientific  researches  on  a  scale  as  extended  as  the 
family  of  man  and  the  history  of  the  world,  will  convince  reflecting  men 
of  the  truth  of  Mr.  G.'s  favorite  positions.  The  experiment,  to  be  satis- 
factory, ought  to  be  made  in  every  clime  and  in  every  state  of  society, 
and  extended  not  only  through  the  ordinary  life  of  man,  but  from  gene- 
ration to  generation.  Something  far  more  is  required  than  to  demon- 
strate the  value  of  a  farinaceous  diet — 1st,  as  a  temporary  therapeutical 
measure  ;  2d,  as  a  means  of  exalting  the  intellectual  powers  for  a  limited 
period  ;  3rd,  as  adapted  to  certain  states  of  society  o^  modes  of  life ;  or 
4th,  as  suited  to  hot  climates.  The  thorough  inquirer  will  demand  evi- 
dence that  this  regimen  will  fit  him  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  society  as 
it  is  constituted  here,  and  not  as  it  exists  in  the  plains  of  Hindostan  or  in 
the  deserts  of  Arabia — and  that  not  for  one  or  ten  years,  but  for  a  life 
time  ; — and  whether,  if  it  is  found  to  exalt  his  own  physical  and  moral 
powers,  it  will  also  enable  him  to  transmit  them  unimpaired  to  his  poste- 
rity. For  what  will  it  profit  society  that  men  should  find  the  means  of 
expending  not  only  the  vital  resources  that  properly  belong  to  them,  but 
also  those  which  they  should  impart  to  their  children  ?  One  of  these 
means  is  doubtless  the  transient  powers  and  pleasures  of  Grahamic 
exhilaration.  W*  W*. 

March  21,  1836. 
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INFLAMMATION    OF    THE  LUNGS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — Seeing  some  remarks  in  your  last  Journal  upon  this  subject,, 
requesting  the  views  of  your  correspondents  with  regard  to  the  most  suc- 
cessful treatment,  I  will  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession,  what  my 
treatment  has  universally  been,  and  what  success  1  have  met  with  in  this 
disease,  and  leave  it  for  them  to  judge  whether  it  is  good  or  not. 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs  has  been  very  prevalent  here  for  some 
time,  especially  among  children.  Sometimes  five  or  six  have  been  seized 
at  the  same  time  in  the  same  family.  My  treatment  is  this.  When 
first  called,  if  the  symptoms  are  urgent,  as  is  sometimes  the  case?.  I  inva- 
riably gfive  an  emetic  of  ipecac.  After  vomiting  has  abated,  I  open  the 
bowels  freely  with  calomel — give  powders  of  ipecac  and  soda,  together 
with  an  infusion  of  ipecac.  This  infusion  is  given  so  as  to  produce  vo- 
miting, if  it  is  necessary,  as  often  as  every  day — or  Dover's  powder  may 
be  given  with  advantage,  if  the  patient  is  restless.  As  a  local  applica- 
tion to  the  chest,  1  order  roasted  onions,  which  I  consider  the  best  appli- 
cation that  I  can  use.  This  application  is  to  be  changed  as  often  as 
necessary. 

This  constitutes  the  whole  of  my  treatment  in  this  disease  ;  and  out  of 
thirty  or  forty  cases,  I  have  not  lost  one.  If  you  think  this  worthy  a 
place  in  your  Journal,  you  will  please  give  it  an  insertion. 

Yours,  &c.  Joseph  P.  Hall. 

West  Rumney,  N.  H.  April  9,  1S36. 


ELI    TODD,  MD. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

"  He  was  a  man,  take  him  for  all  in  all, 
Eye*  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  ayain  " 

The  late  Dr.  Todd,  during  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  exhibited 
more  real  benevolence,  shaded  by  less  human  imperfections,  than  I  ever 
witnessed  in  any  other  man.  His  professional  talents,  both  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  insane,  and  in  the  other  departments  of  the  practice  of  me- 
dicine, were  quite  as  prominent  as  his  moral  character.  He  was,  not  only 
officially,  as  President  of  the  Medical  Society,  but  as  a  practitioner,  justly 
considered  to  be  at  the  head  of  his  profession  in  Connecticut.  Jn  addi- 
tion to  his  pre-eminent  moral  and  professional  character,  he  possessed 
such  suavity  of  manners,  that  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  envy 
herself  was  disarmed,  and  slander  was  silenced.  Even  Basil  Hall,  who 
was  not  very  apt  to  see  anything  good  in  America,  was  forced  to  do  him 
justice,  and  extend  his  fame  beyond  the  Atlantic.  He  may  be  consider- 
ed as  founding  a  new  era  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  since  the  success 
at  his  hospital  was  far  greater  than  that  of  any  other  institution  of  the 
kind  in  the  world.    He  literally  verified  the  assertion  of  Dr.  Willis  be- 


*  Eye  is  probably  the  true  reading;  or,  perhaps,  the  author  meant  it  as  an  equivoque,  to  be  read 
either  eye  or  /. 
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fore  the  House  of  Commons,  that  insanity  was  curable  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  as  more  than  ninety  per  cent  of  all  his  recent  cases  recovered. 
This  unparalleled  success  was  owing  to  the  combined  effect  of  his  medi- 
cal and  moral  treatment,  his  pre-eminence  both  as  a  physician  and  a  man. 

The  preceding  remarks  are  not  merely  obscure  facts,  preserved  only 
in  the  grateful  recollection  of  the  Doctor's  remaining  friends  and  nume- 
rous patients,  but  they  form  the  brightest  chapter  in  the  medical  history 
of  our  country,  verified  and  recorded  in  the  official  reports  of  the  Con- 
necticut Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

Since  this  is  the  real  truth  of  the  matter,  and  is  well  known,  or  ought 
to  be  known,  by  every  medical  man  in  the  country,  my  surprise  may  be 
easily  conceived  when  I  read  some  remarks  which  were  undoubtedly 
meant  to  be  construed  to  the  injury  of  the  memory  of  Dr.  Todd.*  To 
say  nothing  of  the  unjustifiable  and  ungentleinanly  personalities,  and  the 
obvious  impropriety,  and  apparent  breach  of  trust,  in  mentioning  the 
name  and  other  circumstances  of  an  anonymous  writer,  I  could  not  but 
deeply  regret  that  such  a  communication  was  ever  admitted  into  the  pages 
of  a  periodical  which  I  have  so  long  and  so  highly  esteemed. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  enter  into  a  controversy  with  an  unprofes- 
sional man,  as  I  suppose  the  writer  to  be,  upon  a  medical  subject.  He 
is  usually  unacquainted,  with  the  nature  and  bearing  of  medical  evidence, 
and  consequently,  "  though  confuted,  he  can  argue  still."  It  is  difficult 
to  mention  any  important  discovery  or  improvement  in  medicine,  by  any 
one  who  was  not  himself  a  physician.  Nemo  rcctc,de  artijicio,  jvdicare 
potest,  nisi  artifex.  I  shall,  therefore,  let  the  writer  pass.  My  object 
is  respect  and  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead,  and  to 
inform  the  public,  both  professional  and  non-professional,  where  the  do- 
cuments of  his  character  and  eminence  are  to  be  found  recorded. 

March  26,  1836.  Connecticutensis. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    APRIL    20,    1  8  3  6. 


GERHARD  ON  DIAGNOSIS  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  CHEST. t 

This  is  precisely  the  sort  of  work  we  have  for  some  time  desired  to  see. 
We  needed  a  work  which  should  embrace  the  numerous  facts  in  the  sci- 
ence of  physical  signs,  which  since  the  time  of  Laennec  have  been  gra- 
dually accumulating  in  the  wards  of  the  Paris  hospitals,  under  the  obser- 
vation of  so  many  distinguished  votaries  of  medicine.  This  is  the  only 
book,  we  believe,  but  one,  of  which  we  shall  speak  presently,  that  does 
this,  and  it  appears  to  us  to  be  the  most  valuable  essay  on  ils  subject, 
since  that  in  which  the  illustrious  author  of  the  listening  art  first  an- 
nounced his  discovery  and  the  new  system  of  diagnosis  founded  thereon. 


*  Sec  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  March  16,  isn(>,  page  92. 

t  On  the  l)i;i"imsis  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest;  based  upon  the  comparison  of  their  Physical  and 
General  signs.  "l3y  VV.  W.  Gerhard,  M.D.  &c.  &C.    Philadelphia :  Key  &  Diddle.  1836. 


Gerhard  on  Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest.  115> 


As  an  elementary  work,  indeed,  we  are  not  sure  that  it  is  not  better  fitted 
to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  novice  than  the  elaborate  disquisition  of  La- 
ennec.  The  very  great  nicety  of  the  ear  of  the  latter,  his  infinite  skill  in 
discriminating  sounds,  and  the  consequent,  minuteness  and  preciseness  of 
his  divisions,  are  not  altogether  the  best  qualifications  for  one  who  is  to 
give  the  first  lessons.  His  exclusive  use  and  recommendation  of  the  ste- 
thoscope, instead  of  the  naked  ear  now  more  generally  employed,  also 
serve  to  render  the  art  a  more  complex  affair  than  it  need  to  be.  Still  the 
study  of  his  admirable  work  is  not  to  be  foregone.  Considering  it  as  the 
first  exposition  of  an  art,  perfected  almost  at  its  birth,  it  is  indeed  an  ex- 
traordinary book.  The  more  it  is  examined,  the  more  complete  does  it 
appear,  the  more  unfathomable,  we  might  almost  say,  as  a  mine  of  facts 
respecting  diseases  of  the  chest.  When  we  remember  that  the  author 
was  the  first  explorer  of  the  sounds  within  the  thorax,  we  are  astonished 
that  subsequent  observation  has  found  so  little  to  add  to,  to  alter  or 
amend.  Still  it  is  impossible  that  the  art  should  not  have  advanced  since 
his  time,  and  we  are  indebted  to  Williams  and  Hope  in  England,  and 
Bouillaud  in  France,  for  a  more  thorough  investigation  of  the  sounds  of 
the  heart  in  health  and  disease  ;  and  to  Andral  and  Louis  for  much  new 
and  valuable  instruction  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis  of  acute  and  chronic 
diseases  of  the  chest.  Thus  "  some  additions  have  been  made  to  various 
points  connected  with  auscultation  ;  a  different  value  has  been  affixed 
upon  various  signs,  and  they  have  been  more  intimately  connected  to- 
gether, and  with  the  general  history  of  disease." 

There  is  certainly  no  mode  of  learning  auscultation  and  percussion,  so 
good  as  that  by  the  bedside  instructions  of  a  master  of  the  art.  Few,  howe- 
ver, in  this  country,  have  access  to  such  means  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  it, 
a  manual  like  that  of  Dr.  Gerhard's  is  of  great  value.  Of  the  author's 
qualifications  for  his  task,  no  one  who  has  read  his  excellent  articles  on 
the  pneumonia  of  children,  and  other  contributions  to  the  American  Jour- 
nal of  Medical  Sciences,  will  doubt.  His  opportunities  of  study  and 
observation  have  been  large,  both  in  this  country  and  in  France.  In  his 
preface  he  says — 

"  Much  valuable  matter  was  derived  from  the  private  instruction  and 
public  lectures  of  M.  Louis,  at  the  Hopital  de  la  Pitie  ;  almost  the  whole 
chapter  upon  the  conformation  of  the  chest,  and  numerous  isolated,  but 
important  facts,  were  obtained  from  that  source.  The  original  matter 
chiefly  consists  of  an  analysis  of  the  normal  respiration  on  the  two  sides 
of  the  chest ;  a  new  classification  of  the  varieties  of  the  bronchial  respira- 
tion ;  some  facts  relative  to  the  auscultation  of  children  ;  and  a  conclud- 
ing chapter,  which  is  designed  to  facilitate  the  inquiries  of  those  physi- 
cians who  are  not  yet  familiar  with  physical  examination. 

<c  The  last  chapter  is  especially  designed  for  those  physicians  who  are 
distant  from  the  large  cities  of  America,  where  a  knowledge  of  physical 
investigation  is  more  general  than  it  is  throughout  the  country.  The 
want  of  hospitals  in  small  towns  and  villages,  renders  it  expedient  to 
adopt  a  mode  of  study  which  is  less  necessary  in  our  larger  cities,  where 
the  physical  means  of  investigation  are  habitually  practised." 

After  some  introductory  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  physical  explo- 
ration of  the  chest,  he  devotes  a  chapter,  severally,  to  each  of  the  sub- 
jects, conformation  of  the  chest,  percussion,  and  auscultation.  The  last 
chapter  is  a  long  and  very  valuable  one,  containing  a  good  deal  of  original 
matter,  and  presents  more  clear  notions  of  the  varieties  of  respiration  and 
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of  the  changes  produced  in  it  by  disease,  than  we  have  ever  seen  in  ihe 
same  compass  before.  Pulmonary  catarrh,  emphysema  of  the  lungs,  a 
disease  which  has  but  recently  received  a  portion  of  the  attention  it  de- 
serves, pneumonia,  gangrene  of  the  lungs,  phthisis  or  tubercles  in  the 
lungs,  pleurisy,  and  one  or  two  other  affections  less  important,  are  each 
the  subjects  of  separate  chapters.  Each  chapter  then  contains  a  full  ac- 
count of  all  the  known  signs,  both  rational  and  physical,  by  which  the 
existence  of  the  disease  to  which  it  is  devoted,  is  to  be  ascertained.  This 
account,  of  course,  cannot  be  clear  without  a  previous  knowledge  of  the 
anatomical  character  of  the  disease,  a  slight  sketch  of  which  is  accordingly 
given  in  each  case,  and  the  peculiar  locality  (if  we  may  use  the  expres- 
sion) of  the  lesion,  is  also  specified.  The  study  of  the  physical  signs, 
together  with  that  of  morbid  anatomy,  has  done  much  to  fix  these  locali- 
ties ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  determine  what  portions  of  the  lungs  are  most 
frequently  the  seats  of  the  various  lesions  to  which  these  organs  are  sub- 
ject ;  and  these  lesions  have  been  found  to  follow  more  uniform  rules  in 
this  respect  than  was  formerly  imagined.  Now,  indeed,  a  reference  to 
these  rules  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  art  of  diagnosis. 
There  are  none  of  them  without  their  exceptions,  perhaps,  but  these  are 
so  rare  that  in  ordinary  cases  they  may  be  disregarded.  The  book  before 
us  is  remarkable  for  the  care  with  which  these  rules  are  pointed  out,  and 
its  value  is  thereby  much  increased. 

The  plan  of  the  book  does  not  demand  or  admit  a  very  full  history  of 
the  symptoms  or  rational  signs.  Still,  these  are  given  with  great  distinct- 
ness in  every  case.  And  here  we  would  offer  one  remark  for  the  consi- 
deration of  those,  if  there  be  any  such,  who  still  hold  out  against  any  such 
innovation  in  medicine,  as  the  use  of  physical  signs  in  diagnosis,  and  who 
hold  the  general  and  local  symptoms  to  be  all-sufficient  guides.  We 
would  ask  such  persons  to  compare  the  knowledge  of  the  characteristic 
symptoms  of  affections  of  the  lungs,  which  is  now  the  common  stock  of 
the  better  part  of  the  profession,  with  that  prevalent  previously  to  the 
introduction  of  percussion  and  auscultation.  We  are  sure  no  candid  mind 
will  say,  after  such  a  comparison,  that  the  introduction  of  a  new,  and  in 
some  measure  independent  means  of  diagnosis,  has  diminished  the  study 
of  symptomatology.  On  the  contrary,  however  it  may  have  been  with 
individual  practitioners,  we  believe  that  this  part  of  the  science  has  made 
great  advances  of  late.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  it  were  otherwise. 
The  ear  will  now  afford  the  same  positive  kind  of  evidence  respecting 
diseases  within  the  chest,  that  the  eye  affords  as  to  diseases  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  body,  and  that  autopsy  alone  would  formerly  afford  respecting 
any  internal  diseases.  The  introduction  of  auscultation  has  rendered  the 
same  kind  of  service  to  general  pathology,  that  did  the  introduction  of 
the  study  of  morbid  anatomy.  If  indeed  it  were  fair  to  judge  of  the  bene- 
fits of  auscultation  to  the  progress  of  the  science  of  pathology,  by  that 
made  since  the  appearance  of  Laennec's  treatise,  compared  with  that  of 
the  twenty  years  previous  (the  last  no  ordinary  epoch),  we  believe  the 
question  might  soon  be  decided.  And  who  shall  say  how  much  of  the 
accurate  philosophical  spirit  of  medical  study  now  prevalent  in  France, 
and  which  has  already  sprung  up  here  among  us,  and  borne  some  fruit, 
too,  is  owing  to  the  consciousness  of  physicians  that  they  had,  in  physical 
signs,  the  means  of  gaining  positive  knowledge  of  some  of  the  most  se- 
rious and  frequent  maladies  men  are  subject  to.  But  without  attributing 
too  much  to  the  effects  of  Laennec's  discovery,  preceded  as  that  was  by 
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Avenbrugger's  method  of  percussion,  it  must  he  conceded  that  the  new 
method  of  exploring  the  chest  gave  a  great  impulse  to  medical  science  ; 
and  it  will  be  found  without  fail,  we  apprehend,  that  the  same  spirit  which 
makes  a  physician  skilful  in  percussing  and  in  listening,  constitutes  him  a 
careful  observer  of  all  the  symptoms,  a  thorough  student  of  the  whole 
natural  history  of  disease. 

To  return  from  this  digression — we  would  recommend  to  special  atten- 
tion the  remarks  of  Dr.  Gerhard  upon  bronchial  respiration.  This  sign, 
though  not  unknown  to  Laennec,  either  in  its  character  or  indications,  was 
not  duly  appreciated  by  him.  Its  varieties  and  degrees  are  very  important 
to  the  auscultator,  and  at  the  same  time  are  among  the  most  difficult 
points  he  has  to  study. 

The  chapter  on  phthisis,  though  it  contains  nothing,  perhaps,  which 
will  be  new  to  the  practised  auscultator,  presents  a  great  deal  that  de- 
mands the  attention  of  those  who  have  obtained  their  chief  knowledge  of 
the  physical  si^ns  of  this  disease  from  Laennec.  It  is  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  phenomena,  by  the  aid  of  which  an  early  diagnosis  of  the  existence 
of  tubercles  is  to  be  made,  that  the  greatest  advances  have  been  made  in 
auscultation.  It  is  well  known  that  pectoriloquy,  or  the  clear  resonance 
of  the  voice  under  the  ear  or  through  the  stethoscope,  from  an  empty 
cavity  within  the  lungs,  was  the  chief  sign  on  which  Laennec  depended 
for  the  certain  diagnosis  of  consumption.  But  he  who  waits  for  the  oc- 
currence of  pectoriloquy,  to  reeogni'.e  that  disease,  will  often  wait  till  its 
existence  is  too  sure  from  many  other  signs,  general  and  local.  Where 
its  presence  is  certain,  which  is  rarely  the  case,  it  may  make  assurance 
doubly  sure  to  the  physician,  but  affords  no  hope  of  aid  to  the  patient. 
A  little  flatness  under  one  or  both  clavicles  ;  a  prolonged  expiration,  with 
an  absence  of  the  vesicular  murmur,  and  a  little  mucous  rale,  in  the  same 
regions  or  above  the  spines  of  the  scapuhe,  are  more  important  phenomena, 
in  every  practical  point  of  view,  than  the  most  declared  pectoriloquy.  It 
is  thus  by  the  collation  of  several  signs,  slight  in  themselves,  with  a 
careful  reference  to  the  part  of  the  chest  where  they  occur,  that  as  con- 
fident a  diagnosis  may  often  be  made,  as  by  the  most  marked  sign  taken 
singly. 

To  our  knowledge  of  diseases  of  the  heart,  and  even  of  their  physical 
signs,  much  has  been  added  by  observers  since  Laennec  ;  and  although 
much  remains  to  be  elucidated  with  regard  to  them,  the  portion  of  the 
book  before  us  which  is  devoted  to  their  diagnosis,  deserves  careful 
perusal. 

We  have  been  sparing  of  the  language  of  eulogy  in  speaking  of  Dr. 
Gerhard's  work,  for  we  believe  it  does  not  need  such  fostering.  We 
have  said  enough  to  show  our  high  opinion  of  it,  and  enough,  we  hope,  to 
induce  those  of  our  readers  who  have  not  already  possessed  themselves 
of  it,  to  do  so.  It  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  profession  here. 
We  may  add,  it  is  a  work  which  the  profession  in  Great  Britain  would  do 
well  to  have  republished  there.  We  should  venture  to  say  this, 
from  what  we  know  of  their  literary  resources  on  the  same  subject  ;  hut 
we  do  it  the  more  confidently  from  having  seen  in  one  of  the  late  London 
journals — the  Medical  Gazette,  we  believe — a  notice  of  a  new  manual 
of  auscultation,  &lc.  by  M.  Raciborski,  an  ex-surgeon  of  the  Polish  army, 
and  recently  a  follower  of  M.  Bouillaud,  of  the  hospital  of  La  Charite. 
This  work  has,  we  believe,  been  translated  and  published  in  England, 
and  it  is  highly  praised  in  the  article  referred  to.    We  obtained  a  copy 
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of  it  not  until  most  of  the  preceding  remarks  had  been  written,  and  we 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  give  it  so  careful  an  examination  as  will  warrant 
our  speaking  of  its  whole  merits.  Desirous,  however,  to  compare  it  with 
Dr.  Gerhard's  treatise,  to  see  at  least  how  far  the  remarks  made  on  this, 
deserved  qualification,  we  have  examined  several  chapters  with  care, 
comparing  them  with  the  corresponding  chapters  of  the  American  work, 
and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  judging  from  these  alone,  it  is  cer- 
tain we  have  not  esteemed  the  latter  too  highly.  While  we  would  not 
condemn  any  book  from  the  character  of  two  of  its  chapters,  we  are  con- 
strained to  say  that  if  the  rest  are  not  better  than  those  on  tubercular 
phthisis  and  pericarditis,  M.  Raciborski's  book  does  not  deserve  republica- 
tion here.  To  show  cause  for  our  assertion  :  in  speaking  of  the  anato- 
mical character  of  phthisis,  after  noticing  various  ways  in  which  he  says 
the  development  of  tubercles  occurs,  the  following  proposition  is  offered 
in  a  paragraph  by  itself.  "  The  march,  acute  or  chronic,  is  then  the  only 
difference  between  pneumonia  and  tubercles."  p.  278.  Now  this  may 
be  the  opinion  of  M.  Raciborski,  but  it  is  certainly  not  yet  so  far  admit- 
ted by  the  medical  world,  as  to  justify  an  author  in  introducing  it  into  a 
manual  designed  for  students.  It  is  perhaps  in  consequence  of  this  opin- 
ion that  M.R.  does  not  refer  the  student  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  chest 
for  the  peculiar  signs  of  tubercular  disease,  but  contents  himself  with 
saying  that  "  a  bronchial  souffle,  bronchophony,  and  flatness  of  sound,  are 
the  three  phenomena  from  which  the  presence  of  tubercles  may  be  infer- 
red." p.  277.  We  should  certainly  not  be  surprised,  after  this,  to  see  a 
pupil  of  M.  Raciborski's  carefully  ausculting  a  patient  over  the  false  ribs 
to  decide  if  he  has  tubercles,  and  expressing  his  apprehension  lest  a  stout 
man  in  the  second  week  of  pneumonia  should  fall  into  a  decline,  because 
;the  middle  of  the  back  sounds  flatly  and  there  is  a  good  resonance  of  the 
voice  there. 

Among  the  physical  signs  of  pericarditis,  M.  R.  omits  one  which,  when 
present,  is  one  of  the  most  characteristic,  and  which  is  undoubtedly  pre- 
sent in  nearly  all  the  uncomplicated  cases,  where  the  effusion  is  conside- 
rable— we  mean  the  prominence  of  the  walls  of  the  chest  over  the  region 
of  the  heart.  And  although  his  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  this  disease,  in  the  wards  of  M.  Bouillaud,  must  have  been 
great,  his  whole  account  of  its  diagnosis  seems  to  us  loose  and  confused, 
particularly  when  compared  with  Dr.  Gerhard's. 

It  is  no  part  of  M.  Raciborski's  plan  to  give  anything  more  than  the 
physical  signs  of  the  several  diseases  treated  of.  We  cannot  justly  find 
fault  with  the  absence  of  what  he  has  not  pretended  to  offer  ;  but  the  plan 
followed  by  Dr.  Gerhard  has  great  and  obvious  advantages.  Still  the 
French  work  contains  many  facts  respecting  the  auscultation  of  the  heart 
and  arteries,  derived  from  M.  Bouillaud  and  others,  which  will  be  new 
to  many  readers.  It  also  contains  an  account,  professing  to  be  complete, 
of  the  physical  exploration  of  the  abdomen  in  disease  ;  a  means  of  diagno- 
sis too  much  neglected  amongst  us.  In  fine,  we  should  say  that  M.  Ra- 
ciborski's book  was  a  compilation  from  the  labors  of  others,  containing  a 
great  mass  of  facts  relating  to  auscultation  and  percussion,  not  very  well 
digested,  and  probably  by  no  means  all  rightly  appreciated  by  the  author 
himself.  The  other  work  we  have  noticed  has  a  peculiar  unity,  showing 
that  from  whatever  sources  gathered,  its  matter  has  been  assimilated  by^, 
iand  has  taken  its  shape  from,  one  mind. 
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theological  Lectures. — Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson  is  about  commencing  a  popu- 
lar course  of  lectures  at  the  Odeon,  on  Geology.  His  thorough  ac- 
quaintance with  that  important  department  of  human  knowledge,  is  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  an  audience.  We  are  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
having  physicians  practically  conversant  with  geology,  particularly  those 
who  are  settled  in  the  country.  As  they  have  the  reputation,  ordinarily, 
of  being  chemists  and  geologists,  as  well  as  physicians  and  surgeons,  and 
are  therefore  frequently  consulted  with  reference  to  giving  an  opinion 
upon  the  character  of  a  mineral,  a  coai  deposit,  rocks,  &c.  the  better  they 
are  prepared  to  advance  the  interests  of  society,  in  that  way,  the  more 
acceptably  will  they  have  discharged  their  duty.  With  these  views,  im- 
perfectly as  they  are  expressed,  we  strongly  recommend  ali  medical  gen- 
tlemen, who  can  possibly  do  it  without  manifest  injury  to  their  professional 
pursuits,  to  patronize  Dr.  Jackson. 


Broivn  Bread. — Dr.  C.  Wright,  of  Dublin,  considers  brown  bread  a 
highly  beneficial  remedy  in  the  habitual  costiveness  so  generally  accompa- 
nying a  sedentary  life.  Its  laxative  effect  resides,  he  thinks,  in  the 
.particles  of  bran  which  it  contains,  acting  as  a  mechanical  stimulant,  and 
increasing  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines.  From  the  nature  of 
this  effect,  he  decides  this  species  of  bread  to  be  unsuitable  for  an  article 
of  diet,  as  the  bran  resists  the  action  of  the  g:tstric  juice,  and  of  necessity 
possesses  the  power  of  producing  great  irritation  and  derangement  of  the 
•alimentary  canal.  He  has  seen  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane 
produced  by  the  continued  use  of  bread  containing  bran. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Efforts  are  making  in  New  Hampshire  to  have 
a  State  Lunatic  Hospital. — Professor  Silliman  has  completed  a  splendid 
•course  of  chemical  lectures  at  the  Odeon,  in  this  city,  and  will  very  soon 
commence  another  in  New  York. — The  smallpox  still  lurks  in  the  interior 
•of  our  State,  and  in  New  Hampshire. — The  only  wholesome  water 
brought  into  Boston  at  present,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  which  have 
been  making,  comes  from  the  clouds. — Anatomical  studies  are  conducted 
with  peculiar  advantage  to  the  students,  in  the  two  principal  medical 
schools  in  this  city  :  the  weather  has  been  favorable,  and  subjects  freely 
supplied  by  the  wise  provisions  of  the  laws  of  Massachusetts.  Medical 
pupils  would  find  it  economical,  in  the  end,  to  pursue  their  studies 
in  the  city. — A  hospital  has  been  temporarily  established  in  Dover, 
N.  H.  on  account  of  those  who  are  now  sick  with  smallpox.  Vaccination 
will  soon  circumscribe  the  disease. — A  memoir  on  the  nature  of  Miasm 
and  Contagion,  by  Prof.  Riddell,  of  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College,  is 
lying  before  us=—  and  a  capital  thing  it  is.  It  will  be  more  particularly 
examined  another  day. — Dr.  Gordon,  of  Hingham,  Mass.  an  eminent 
practitioner,  is  about  opening  a  private  insane  retreat  in  that  beautiful 
town.  It  will  be  well  sustained.— A  new  building  is  being  added  to  the 
McLean  Asylum,  at  Charlestown,  there  not  being  apartments  to  accom- 
modate those  making  application  for  admission. — Dr.  L.  V.  Bell's  Essay 
on  the  Smallpox  has  been  published.  As  a  manual  of  reference  and 
practical  guide,  we  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  profession. — 
Some  beautiful  specimens  of  dental  ingenuity,  in  the  construction  of  an 
•entire  set  of  artificial  teeth,  for  both  jaws,  by  Dr.  Appleton,  of  this  city, 
were  shown  us  the  other  day,  highly  creditable  to  his  mechanical  skill  iia 
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professional  dentistry. — Dr.  Preston,  of  Philadelphia,  recently  deceased, 
bequeathed  $200,000  for  the  endowment  of  a  lying-in  hospital  in  that 
city. — On  the  4th  inst.  Col.  Lucius  Houghton  walked  half  a  mile  to  the 
Thomsonian  Infirmary  of  Mr.  J.  Wright,  in  Montpelier,  Vt.  went  through 
"  a  course,"  was  put  into  the  steam  box,  and  shortly  after  was  taken  out 
dead. — Drs.  Mat  hew  Anderson,  John  Holmes  and  Samuel  Calhoun,  have 
been  elected  physicians  of  the  Philadelphia  Hibernian  Society. 

Arrivals  and  Departures. — Arrived  from  Havana,  Dr.  J.  E.  A.  Ackeranac, 
of  France;  Dr.  J.  K.  Rogers.— From . St.  Marks,  Dr.  T.  Withers.— From  Liver- 
pool, Drs.  Powell  and  Hatchell. — Sailed  for  Liverpool,  Dr.  Hull,  Dr.  George  C. 
Shattuck,  Jr.  of  Boston;  and  Prof.  Haw,  for  Havre. 

To  Cor. respondents. — A  dissertation  on  the  "Investigation  of  Disease," 
"  Contributions  to  Pathology,"  and  other  papers,  will  appear  shortly. 

Died — In  Detroit,  Dr.  Jonathan  P.  Fay,  78,  formerly  of  Sutton,  Ms. — At  New 
Orleans,  Dr.  G 3 orgs  C.  Livingston,  aged  27,  a  native  of  New  York. 

Waote  i  i  fiber  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  16,22     Males.  12 — Females,  10. 

Of  disease  of  the  heart,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — dyspepsia,  1 — infantile,  4 — consumption,  3 — 
canker  in  the.  bowels,  1 — liver  complaint,  1  — drowned,  1— rheumatic  fever,  J — child-bed,  1 — suicide, 
1 — nervous  fever,  1— sudden,  1 — pleurisy  fever,  I.    Stillborn,  2. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  ad.uitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  ou  tiu  cuji  liny.  Witueis  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry      by     Dr.  Channinq. 
On  Physiotogy,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    ---------     Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        ...  ----------     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  countiy. 

The  fees  are  $10!) — to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  i:i  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tiemont  Street,  opposite  the.  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHAINING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

DR.  JOHN  S.  1$ ARTLETT  has  removed  to  No.  11  Atkinson  Street,  a  few  doors  below  his  former 
residence,  on  the  opposite  side.  The  office  is  that  formerly  occupied  by  the  late  Dr.  S.  H.  Smith, 
and  more  recently  by  Dr.  Wood.  March  2. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physichns  in  anv  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
ad  Iressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  p.ist-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Oilice.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  m  til,  unless  some  other  in  »de  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  irentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken,  it  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 


A  GOOD  STAND  FOR.  A  PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON. 

A  PHVston*  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts  (wishing  to  remove  from  the  State),  would  dispose 
of  his  place  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  A  very  eligible  location  for  a  young  gentleman.  For 
p  irticul  irs,  in  pi  ire  of  the  editor  of  this  Journal  ;  if  by  mail,  post-paid.  eptf. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday ,  by  p. 
CL  VPP,  fR.  at  181  V  is h initio n  street .  corner  of  Franklin  Street, to  whomal!  communications  n  m  t 
be  aillressed,  post-paid.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D  Editor.  It  t3  also  published  in  Monthlj  Parts,  on  the 
1st  of  every  m  mtli,  cadi  PartContainirig  the  weekly  numbers  of  the  preceding  month.  stit<  I  •  rj  in  a 
cover.  — Price  $3,ou  a  yeai  In  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the 
year. — Every  seventh  copy  ^gratis.—  Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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INVESTIGATION    OF  DISEASE. 

A  DISSERTATION  READ  BY  L.  Iff.  WHITING,  M.D.  AT  THE  LAST  ANNUAL  COMMENCE- 
MENT  AT  PITTS  FIELD,  MASS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  is  a  maxim  rife  throughout  the  scientific  world,  that  the  present  is  an 
age  of  discovery  and  improvement.  When  this  observation  is  made  with 
reference  to  medicine,  the  breast  of  its  enthusiastic  votary  cannot  fail  to 
swell  with  joyful  emotions,  as  the  mind  recognizes  its  truth  and  peculiar 
applicability.  The  soul  of  the  philanthropist,  also,  unconnected  though 
he  may  be  with  our  profession,  as  he  looks  upon  the  thousand .  writhing 
victims  of  disease  in  all  its  protean  forms,  must  experience  the  most 
thrilling  sensations  of  pleasure,  in  view  of  the  prospect  that  the  day  is 
fast  approaching,  yea,  has  already  dawned,  in  which  the  healer  shall  be 
able  to  declare  in  truth  with  respect  at  least  to  many  now  successful  attacks 
of  the  spoiler,  what  the  hero  of  antiquity  declared  on  a  certain  occasion 
with  regard  to  bis  enemies,  "  vent,  vidi,  vici." 

To  the  student  who  has  for  years,  perhaps,  been  poring  over  ponderous 
tomes  teeming  with  the  incomprehensible  mysticisms  and  absurd  specu- 
i  lations  of  closet  dogmatists  upon  the  nature  of  disease,  and  with  infinitely 
extended  nosological  arrangements,  which  only  tend  to  make  confusion 
worse  confounded  ; — to  one  who  has  long  been  groping  about  in  the  thick 
fogs  of  theory,  falsely  so  called,  with  hardly  one  glimmering  ray  of  light 
upon  his  path-way,  what  can  be  more  vivifying  than  to  see  the  pestiferous 
mists  in  which  he  has  been  enveloped  beginning  to  disperse  under  the 
influence  of  truth's  enlivening  beams — the  errors  of  ignorance  exposed — 
and  the  clouds  of  hypothesis  swept  from  the  horizon  of  medical  science 
by  that  all  potent  wand — the  scalpel  of  the  pathologist. 

With  regard  to  the  subject  with  which  this  paper  is  headed,  and  upon 
which  we  propose  to  make  a  few  brief  remarks,  we  start  with  the  propo- 
sition, that  disease  has  never,  until  quite  recently,  been  investigated. 

In  order  to  show  the  truth  and  security  of  this  position,  it  may  seem 
necessary  that  we  should  go  over  the  whole  field  of  medical  history,  and 
discuss  the  merits  of  each  individual  who  has  ever  made  pretensions  to 
the  title  of  pathologist.  This,  however,  of  course  we  shall  not  do  :  for, 
in  the  first  place,  such  a  discussion  would  far  exceed  the  limit  allotted  us; 
and  secondly,  it  would  be  superfluous,  as  our  object  can  be  accomplished 
without.  We  shall  speak  of  the  method  of  investigating  disease  in  former 
times,  or  what  has  been  termed  such,  in  a  general  and  unconnected  man- 
ner, referring  to  particular  individuals  whenever  it  shall  suit  our  purpose. 
12 
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And  in  so  doing  we  shall  avail  ourselves  freely,  and  without  ceremony, 
of  the  writings  of  those  who  have  been  at  the  labor  of  collecting  medical 
hypotheses. 

Casting  a  glance,  then,  back  through  the  dim  vista  of  past  ages  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  a  starting  point,  we  behold  in  the  fifth  century  before 
Christ,  among  the  Asclepiades  belonging  to  the  temple  of  Cos,  in  embryo, 
the  great  Hippocrates — that  splendid  prodigy  to  whom  all  succeeding 
generations  have  unitedly  ascribed  the  dignifying  title  of  the  father  of 
medicine.  How,  or  from  whence,  he  obtained  his  information — whether 
he  studied  philosophy  under  Heraclitus,  and  medicine  under  Herodicus, 
as  is  commonly  supposed,  or  not,  is  of  no  consequence  to  us.  It  is  with 
his  pathological  doctrines  and  the  method  he  pursued  in  their  establish- 
ment only,  that  we  have  to  do.  And  in  adducing  him  we  remark,  that 
he  is  by  far  the  most  respectable  representative  of  whom  we  have  any 
knowledge,  of  a  large  portion  of  the  medical  world  for  a  long  series  of 
years  succeeding  his  own  time.  But  notwithstanding  this,  and  although 
his  praise  has  echoed  from  generation  to  generation,  and  is  even  now  daily 
upon  the  lips  of  every  professor  "  from  Dan  to  Beer-sheba,"  yet  he  did 
not,  as  we  conceive,  ever  know  much  about  disease.  It  is  true  he  was 
acute  in  his  observations  of  phenomena  presented  externally  by  the 
human  system  in  various  conditions  ;  but  never  did  he  push  his  observa- 
tion or  investigation,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  the  cause  of  these  phenomena. 
To  be  sure  he  attempted  to  account  for  the  appearances  he  observed, 
but  was  never  able  to  do  so  in  a  manner  which  will  bear  the  light  of  true 
philosophy  for  a  single  moment.  The  reason,  in  the  present  state  of 
anatomical  and  physiological  science,  is  obvious. 

The  hypothesis  he  espoused  with  regard  to  the  elements  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  body,  was  unfounded,  and  governed  as  he  was  in  all  his  no- 
tions of  the  operations  of  the  animal  economy,  by  the  supposition  that 
the  body  consisted  principally  of  four  fluids — blood,  bile,  phlegm  and 
black  bile,  and  that  these  were  presided  over  and  superintended  by  an 
invisible,  incomprehensible  agent  which  he  called  gouortc,  he  could  not 
come  to  correct  conclusions  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  body  when 
he  called  it  diseased.  In  consequence  of  his  peculiar  tenets  with  respect 
to  the  composition  of  the  organization,  he  was  led  to  attribute  all  unnatu- 
ral appearances  presented  by  it  to  an  excess  or  deficiency  of  some  one 
or  more  of  the  four  fluids,  and  here  he  left  the  subject  entirely,  if  we 
except  the  influence  he  assigned  to  the  stars  in  their  production — the 
mysterious  dogmas  of  Pythagoras,  with  regard  to  the  occult  power  of 
particular  numbers,  and  some  more  unintelligible  jargon  about  spirits,  et 
cetera.  It  is  often  said, -we  are  aware,  that  old  Hippocrates  was  remark- 
able for  his  correct  diagnosis,  and  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term  he  may 
have  been  so  and  probably  was ;  but  his  diagnosis  could  have  amounted 
to  nothing  more  than  the  distinguishing  of  symptom  from  symptom,  or 
one  sign  from  another.  From  the  appearance  of  different  signs,  he  in- 
ferred that  they  indicated  a  different  condition  of  the  system,  and  he 
judged  correctly  in  most  cases  ;  but  as  to  what  that  condition  was,  he 
knew  no  more  about  it  than  many  a  quack  of  the  present  day  who  goes 
about  with  a  folio  of  formula  in  his  pocket — a  horse  load  of  the  compou/id 
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in  his  saddle-bags,  with  which  to  harass  the  already  worn-out  invalid — 
and  an  M.D.  at  the  fag  end  of  his  cognomen  ;  and  this,  we  think  it  is 
perfectly  evident,  is  little  enough.  He  was,  then,  barely  a  symptoma- 
tologist ;  as  such  we  give  him  the  glory  :  but  as  a  pathologist,  in  the 
more  extended  and  true  definition  of  the  term,  he  was  nothing.  He  got 
hold  of  one  of  the  propositions  in  a  very  complex  problem,  but  was  unable 
to  give  its  solution,  for  lack  of  some  others  of  equal  importance. 

The  same  observations  (as  we  have  already  hinted)  which  we  have 
made  with  regard  to  Hippocrates,  will  apply  equally  well  to  a  great  share 
of  his  successors,  for  century  after  century,  even  down  to  our  own  time. 
With  respect  to  the  study  of  disease,  "  they  have  all  gone  out  of  the 
way  :  "  they  have  wandered  in  the  dark  through  all  the  intricate  mazes 
of  speculation  and  hypothesis,  each  searching  with  eager  eyes  for  that 
light  which  should  expose  to  his  astonished  gaze  the  hidden  fountain  of 
pollution  which  fed  the  morbid  streams.  Many,  as  some  new  idea  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  mind  in  the  course  of  their  profound  cogitations,  ex- 
claimed, with  all  the  ecstacy  of  the  immortal  Grecian — "  Eureka  "  ! 
But  hardly  did  it  begin  to  twinkle  in  the  gladdened  view  and  swimming 
eye  of  its  beholder,  before  some  unwelcome  intruder,  or  daring  innova- 
tor, gave  it  a  puff; — it  waned — flickered  faintly — and  all.  again  was 
gloom. 

A  word  here  upon  the  subject  of,  or  the  term,  theory,  about  which 
such  a  noise  is  constantly  being  made  in  the  professional  world  in  these 
days  of  "  retrenchment  and  reform."  This  is  supposed  by  many  to  be 
incompatible  with  true  science,  and  we  often  hear  it  remarked  that  the 
former  has  hung  like  an  incubus  upon  the  energies  of  the  latter,  through 
all  time — crippling  its  powers  and  delaying  its  progress.  As  we  under- 
stand it,  however,  a  theory  is  a  scheme  based  on  established  principles. 
Now  a  plan  or  doctrine  reared  by  logical  inferences  upon  a  basis  of  prin- 
ciples established  by  correct  reasoning,  must,  as  we  conceive,  be  a  true 
and  correct  doctrine,  project,  or  theory,  and  such  a  scheme  cannot  be 
imperfect  in  its  operation,  let  its  application  be  made  to  medicine,  or  any 
subject  whatever.  The  grand  mistake,  then,  has  been,  not  in  being 
guided  by  theory,  but  in  not  instituting  correct  processes  in  its  formation. 
The  very  principles  upon  which  most  of  what  are  called  the  theories  in- 
volving medical  questions  have  been  based,  were  never  established  :  they 
are,  and  always  were,  false,  and  consequently  the  superstructures  built 
thereon  were  as  "  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,"  transient  in  their  exist- 
ence— passing  away  upon  the  introduction  of  new  doctrines  and  hypo- 
theses, like  the  dew  before  the  morning  sun. 

The  originators  of  most  medical  systems  in  relation  to  pathology,  have 
assumed  certain  elements  as  the  material  out  of  which  the  human  body  is 
composed,  the  very  existence  of  which,  however,  they  could  not  prove, 
and  which  actually  did  not  exist,  and  from  thence  have  gone  on  to  reason 
(some  correctly  and  some  falsely)  with  reference  to  the  various  changes 
which  these  elements  undergo  in  respect  to  each  other,  as  they  are  ope- 
rated upon  by  the  multifarious  influences  in  the  sphere  of  wThich  they  are 
constantly  brought,  and  each  individual  espousing  or  producing  different 
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theories  (?)  according  as  be  views  these  elements  under  the  government 
of  spiritual,  vital,  mathematical,  chemical  or  mechanical  laws. 

As  another  example  of  this  kind  of  investigation  we  may  adduce 
Boerhaave.  He  regarded  the  animal  system  as  endowed  with  the  phy- 
sical properties  of  matter,  and  exhibiting  nothing  specific  in  its  nature  and 
constitution,  except  what  immediately  depends  on  its  mechanical  ar- 
rangement, or  the  operation  of  its  parts  upon  each  other.  The  structures 
of  the  body  he  supposed  to  be  minute  fibres,  made  up  by  the  mere  me- 
chanical cohesion  of  its  ultimate  particles,  by  means  of  a  cementing  glu- 
ten intervened  between  them.  Proceeding  upon  the  supposed  existence 
of  this  simple  fibre,  which  forms  the  basis  of  his  whole  system,  he  assigns 
to  it  properties  of  a  purely  mechanical  nature,  and  imagines  what  will  be 
their  operation  in  the  production  of  disease.  By  this  process,  which  cer- 
tainly appears  to  us  supremely  nonsensical,  he  deduces  two  great  classes 
of  disease — that  of  relaxed  and  rigid  fibre.  This  principle  of  weak  and 
elastic  fibre,  which  he  supposed  was  unquestionably  established  by  his 
guess-ivork,  he  applied  to  the  vessels  and  viscera,  as  well  as  to  the  other 
solid  portions  of  the  body,  considering  them  as  possessed  of  mere  mecha- 
nical properties — casting  out,  or  rather  leaving  out  of  the  question,  the 
consideration  of  the  important  fact  that  they  form  part  of  the  living  sys- 
tem, and  consequently  he  disregarded  their  actions  and  functions. 

The  fluids  are  in  the  same  or  a  still  more  miserable  predicament,  and 
for  a  similar  reason.  With  regard  to  the  changes  which  these  undergo, 
his  doctrine  and  arrangement  is  based  entirely  upon  their  supposed  inhe- 
rent physical  qualities,  instead  of  being  founded  on  actual  observation  of 
their  properties.  The  fluids,  says  he,  are  derived  from  the  ingesta  ;  the 
ingesta  are  all  ultimately  derived  from  vegetable  products  ;  hence  they 
will  retain  their  original  properties,  as  those  of  acids,  alkalies  or  the  glu- 
ten. Such  is  the  process  of  reasoning  by  which  he  comes  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that,  as  the  fluids  are  exposed  in  the  body  under  various  circum- 
stances, they  are  liable  to  acquire  an  acid,  glutinous,  or  alkaline  tendency, 
according  to  those  circumstances  of  exposure. 

We  see  at  a  glance  that  such  a  doctrine  and  arrangement  of  disease, 
in  relation  to  the  chemical  and  physical  condition  of  the  fluids,  is  good  for 
nothing,  nay,  worse  than  none  at  all  ;  for  these  states  of  the  fluids  are 
unfounded  in  fact.  The  existence  of  an  acid  or  an  alkali,  is  merely 
confined  to  particular  parts — exists  in  a  slight  degree  only — and  never 
forms  an  essential  character  of  the  constitution  ;  and  the  gluten  is  alto- 
gether a  creature  of  Boerhaave's  imagination. 

The  same  mode  of  inquiry  which  has  been  set  forth  as  being  pursued 
by  Boerhaave,  characterized  also  Stahl  and  his  disciples  ; — that  of  at- 
tempting to  account  for  all  the  appearances  they  observed,  not  by  inves- 
tigating the  circumstances  under  which  they  occurred,  and  thus  assigning 
to  each  of  them  their  proper  physical  cause,  but  in  ascribing  them  all  to 
an  assumed  principle,  which  at  once  removed,  without  difficulty,  all  ob- 
struction, and  superseded  the  necessity  of  farther  inquiry.  By  assuming 
the  existence  of  a  specific  power  or  faculty  of  an  immaterial  nature, 
which  had  the  office  of  regulating  all  corporeal  operations,  independent 
of  physical  agency,  they  effectually  put  a  stop  to  all  investigation,  and, 
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so  far  as  their  influence  extended,  to  all  treatment  likewise,  and  patients 
were  persuaded  to  endure  the  most  loathsome  and  painful  affections,  and 
even  hailed  them  as  the  most  merciful  and  beneficial  dispensations,  under 
impression  that  they  were  excited  in  the  body  for  some  important  pur- 
pose by  its  ever  constant,  intelligent  and  able  friend,  the  soul. 

Again,  we  may  allude  to  Cullen,as  another  instance  of  what  has  been 
falsely  denominated  the  investigation  of  disease.  The  peculiar  powers 
of  this  individual  enabled  him  to  controvert  successfully  the  opinions  and 
overthrow  the  hypotheses  of  most  of  his  predecessors  and  cotemporaries, 
and  his  doctrines  with  regard  to  fever  have  held  almost  unlimited  sway 
over  the  minds  and  opinions  of  the  most  enlightened  of  the  profession 
even  to  the  present  day.  But  notwithstanding  the  immense  labor  which 
it  may  be  supposed  he  bestowed  upon  his  essay  on  fever,  and  although 
it  was  finished  with  peculiar  care — what,  after  all,  we  would  inquire,  does 
it  amount  to  ?  We  have  his  intermittent,  remittent  and  continued  ;  his 
synocba,  typhus  and  synochus.  But  do  these  divisions,  and  the  nume- 
rous sub-divisions  which  have  been  made,  such  as  quotidian,  tertian, 
quartan,  double  tertian,  double  quartan,  &c.  throw  any  light  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  organs  composing  the  human  body,  or  any  portion  of  them, 
in  fever  ?  Not  a  single  ray  ;  and  he  who  attempts  to  follow  out  these 
several  varieties  and  forms,  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient,  expecting 
thereby  to  derive  any  practical  benefit,  is,  in  our  humble  opinion,  chasing 
a  phantom — an  ignis  fatuus,  which  he  will  never  be  able  to  clutch.  .In- 
deed, Cullen  knew  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  about  the  organs  in  their 
physiological  condition  ;  much  less  did  he  know  of  their  condition  in  a 
pathological  state.  From  him,  therefore,  we  get  no  more  light  on  the 
grand  question,  what  constitutes  the  disease  ?  than  we  do  from  old  Hip- 
pocrates, Galen,  Boerhaave,  Brown,  Darwin,  and  all  indeed  who  either 
preceded  or  followed  him,  until  within  the  last  half  century,  and  that 
amounts  to  just  nothing  at  all  that  is  satisfactory  to  the  inquiring  mind. 
It  is  true,  he  gave  a  correct  description  of  .the  symptoms  he  observed  in 
a  condition  of  the  system  which  he  called  fever,  and  so  have  a  host  of 
others  :  but  he,  nor  they,  show  us  nothing  to  which  these  signs  bear  a 
determinate  relation,  unless  it  be  the  progress  and  termination  of  this 
undefined  condition. 

In  consequence  of  this  half-way  work  which  has  been  made  by  those 
who  have  pretended  to  investigate  disease,  as  regards  the  main  question 
to  be  settled,  their  efforts  have  proved  a  total  failure. 

But  enough  has  been  said  about  the  speculations  of  olden  time  to 
show  that  their  originators  did  not  accomplish  the  object  desired,  not- 
withstanding they  in  many,  and  perhaps  in  all  instances,  confidently  be- 
lieved they  had  done  so.  And  when  we  view  the  stupendous  structures 
which  the  entire  lives  of  generation  after  generation  of  reasoncrs  were 
spent  in  rearing  and  adorning,  we  may  admire  their  vast  extent,  and 
delight,  perhaps,  to  wind  about  in  fancy  amongst  their  numerous  laby- 
rinths, but  we  lament  that  the  founders  made  their  bases  a  mere  mound 
of  sand,  against  which  the  tide  of  investigation  has  been  for  a  long  suc- 
cession of  years  incessantly  beating — cutting  underneath  subterraneous 
channels,  and  carrying  away  particle  after  particle,  until  they  are  no 
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longer  a  safe  resort.  We  lament  that  the  materials  made  use  of  in  their 
construction  were  of  so  frail  and  ephemeral  a  character  ;  that  most  of 
the  huge  and  highly  venerated  piles  have  already  crumbled  away,  and 
been  borne  to  the  gulf  of  oblivion  on  the  bosom  of  the  same  current 
which  is  undermining  their  foundations;  and  were  we  magicians  of  suffi- 
cient power  and  art  to  conjure  up  the  bearded  sages  of  antiquity,  we 
might  also  lament  over  their  pitiable  and  forlorn  aspect,  as  they  pointed 
to  the  wreck  of  those  magnificent  temples  which  they  had  with  so  much 
toil  erected,  and  which  they  confidently  but  vainly  expected  would  stand 
unmoved  and  undisturbed  amid  controversial  war,  and  the  tempest  of 
conflicting  opinions,  to  the  remotest  period  of  time — the  pride  and  admi- 
ration of  all  succeeding  ages. 

But  must  this  be  the  necessary  sad  result  of  all  attempts  to  reduce 
that  branch  of  medicine,  termed  pathology,  to  a  science,  or  even  an  ap- 
proximation to  certainty  ?  We  hope  and  confidently  believe  not.  We 
believe  that  the  new  method  of  investigation,  or  that  pursued  in  the  pre- 
sent improved  condition  of  the  schools  in  Europe,  is  the  course  which  is 
to  lead  ultimately  to  the  establishment  of  a  correct  and  permanent  theory 
of  disease.  This  phraseology,  we  are  aware,  may  sound  ominous,  but 
we  persist  in  it  notwithstanding.  Because  all  systems  which  have  hith- 
erto been  promulgated  have  been  false  in  themselves,  and  consequently 
transient  in  their  existence,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  there  may  not  be 
formed  one  which  shall  stand,  a  tower  of  strength,  unharmed  by  the  rude 
shock  of  opposition's  bursting  wave,  through  all  succeeding  time  ;  and 
such  a  theory,  it  is  conceived,  may  and  will  be  formed  of  disease. 

It  is  not  here  supposed  that  by  this  new  method  we  are  coming  at  the 
concealed  or  essential  cause  of  disease  with  certainty,  or  that  it  will  ever 
afford  us  even  a  glimpse  of  its  nature  and  composition.  This  may  fore- 
ver remain  involved  in  the  deepest  obscurity — like  the  principle  of  life, 
or  the  essence  of  mind,  unapproached  and  unapproachable  by  the  human 
mind.  And  we  know  not  that  much,  or  even  any  benefit  would  be  de- 
rived to  us,  should  it  be  revealed  ;  for  if  the  obvious  causes  which  come 
within  the  scope  of  mortal  ken,  without  any  abstruse  train  of  reasoning, 
be  detected  and  removed,  it  is  enough,  and  the  concealed  causes  may 
take  care  of  themselves — they  are  of  no  consequence  to  us. 

If,  then,  the  attempt  to  investigate  the  essential  cause  be  unnecessary 
and  devoid  of  any  productive  result,  whether  successful  or  not,  our  atten- 
tion ought  surely  to  be  directed  to  those  causes  which  obviously  tend  to 
the  derangement  and  destruction  of  the  organization  ;  and  it  is  the  obser- 
vation of  these  causes  simply,  that  constitutes  the  basis  of  the  present 
popular  method  of  investigation,  pursued  by  many  distinguished  members 
of  the  profession  in  Europe,  and  by  a  few,  also,  by  far  too  few,  in  our 
own  country.  Upon  this  basis,  which  is  as  firm  as  that  of  the  everlasting 
hills  themselves,  upon  this  basis  of  facts,  by  availing  ourselves  of  the  in- 
ductive philosophy,  the  application  of  *which  to  the  natural  sciences  has 
already  wrought  out  for  them  such  magnificent  results,  we  may  raise  a 
temple — a  theory — which  shall  be  as  impregnable  to  the  attacks  of  vi- 
sionary schemers,  as  is  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the  surge  which  harm- 
lessly lashes  its  adamantine  pillars ;  that  is,  we  may  discover  and  set  forth 
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the  laws  which  govern  diseased  action,  and  which  will  continue  so  to  do, 
as  long  as  the  organization  remains  organization.  With  respect  to  many 
conditions  of  the  system,  in  which  it  is  said  to  be,  and  truly  is  diseased, 
these  laws,  or  some  of  them,  at  least,  by  the  assiduous  and  well  conducted 
labors  of  such  men  as  Louis,  Laennec,  and  Cruveilhier — those  bright 
stars  in  the  constellation  of  science — have  been  discovered  and  made  out 
with  perfect  certainty,  as  typhus,  tubercular  phthisis,  and  apoplexy.  In 
all  these,  they  show  us  an  invariable  lesion  ;  and  they  also  show  us  that 
there  is  a  certain  train  of  symptoms,  bearing  a  determinate  and  definite 
relation  to  these  lesions. 

Thus,  in  typhous  fever,  we  invariably  find  alteration  in  Peyer's  glands, 
in  the  small  intestines,  and  the  mesenteric  ganglia  ;  and  accompanying 
these,  we  have  a  certain  set  of  symptoms,  but  few  of  wThich,  it  is  true, 
are  invariable  ;  but  by  instituting  a  comparison  between  the  frequency  of 
their  appearance  in  this  disease  and  all  others,  we  arrive  at  a  general 
law ;  or,  in  other  words,  we  establish  a  true  theory.  This  last  expres- 
sion, by  the  way,  is  a  tautology,  for  we  recognize  no  difference  between 
truth  and  theory.  Thus  we  find  that  diarrhoea  is  a  very  common  symp- 
tom of  typhus,  while  in  other  acute  diseases  it  is  far  from  being  so.  In 
typhus  it  has  been  found  to  occur,  by  numerical  calculation,  in  the  ratio 
of  forty-three  to  forty-six ;  while  in  other  acute  diseases  it  occurs  in 
only  about  half  the  cases. 

Again,  tympanites  occurred  in  the  ratio  of  thirty-four  to  forty-six  :  in 
other  acute  diseases  it  is  a  very  rare  symptom.  Cephalalgia,  also,  is  a 
very  common  symptom  in  typhus,  but  it  is  also  common  in  other  acute 
diseases,  as  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  smallpox,  scarlatina,  &c.  Deliri- 
um is  a  very  common  symptom  of  typhus,  occurring  in  the  ratio  of  thirty- 
eight  to  forty-six  ;  while  in  other  acute  diseases,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is 
rare.  In  diarrhoea,  it  occurred  but  twice  in  eighty-four  cases,  which 
were  particularly  examined  by  Louis ;  in  painter's  colic,  four  in  sixty- 
four.  In  pneumonia,  however,  it  is  a  common  symptom  ;  but  this  disease 
is  also  marked  by  the  preponderance  of  certain  other  symptoms  in  all 
cases  which  do  not  characterize  typhus  ;  consequently  we  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  out  our  diagnosis.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  further  into 
an  analysis  of  this  or  any  other  disease,  to  give  an  idea  of  the  mode  of 
diagnosticating  which  we  conceive  to  be  the  only  true  method — the 

NUMERICAL. 

This  simple  process,  then,  of  observing  facts,  and  arranging  them  in 
numerical  order,  constitutes  the  only  course  by  which  a  true  system — 
one  which  shall  unfold  and  set  forth  the  laws  which  govern  the  organiza- 
tion either  in  health  or  disease,  can  be  established.  It  cannot  be  done 
by  sitting  quietly  down  in  some  secluded  studio,  and  dreaming  over  the 
subject :  this  has  been  proved  by  a  vast  multitude  of  lamentable  demon- 
strations. Speculation  is  the  garb  in  which  medicine  has  been  arrayed, 
from  that  remote  period  when  it  was  rocked,  in  the  cradle  of  its  infancy, 
by  the  Egyptian  priesthood,  down  to  the  present  day  ;  its  texture  vary- 
ing, to  be  sure,  according  to  the  power  and  skill  of  the  manufacturer, 
from  the  delicate,  fine-spun,  gossamer-like  web  of  Darwin,  to  the  more 
gross,  uneven  and  unwieldy  fabric  of  Hunter;  its  hue,  also,  changing  by 
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being  dipped  in  different  dyes  as  often  as  it  has  become  soiled  by  time 
and  exposure.  And  what  has  been  the  consequence  of  this  constant 
exercise  of  the  fancy  in  relation  to  this  matter  of  disease  ?  System  after 
system  has  arisen,  flourished,  fallen  and  been  forgotten  in  rapid  and  me- 
lancholy succession,  until  the  whole  field  is  strewed  with  the  disjointed 
materials  in  perfect  chaos — and  amongst  the  rubbish  the  philosophic 
mind  may  search  for  ages  without  being  able  to  glean  from  it  hardly  one 
solitary,  well-established  fact. 

If  this  is  a  true  statement  of  the  case  (and  let  him  who  doubts,  take 
up  the  history  of  medicine)  ;  if  that  enormous  mass  of  matter  which  has 
been,  time  out  of  mind,  accumulating,  and  which  has  been  christened 
medical  science,  is  in  fact  nothing  but  hypothesis  piled  upon  hypothesis  ; 
who  is  there  amongst  us  that  would  not  exult  in  seeing  it  swept  away, 
and  that  at  once,  by  the  besom  of  destruction  ?  And  if  it  be  true,  as  we 
have  said,  that  we  are  in  possession  of  the  needle  which  points  directly 
to  the  long-desired  haven,  who  is  there  amongst  us  that  will  not  steer  his 
ship  in  accordance  with  its  indications  ?  For  our  own  part,  we  say,  that 
if  there  exists  a  single  individual,  especially  if  that  individual  is  young, 
within  the  pale  of  the  medical  profession,  in  whose  breast  the  love  of 
science  does  not  burn  with  sufficient  ardor,  or  whose  desire  for  relieving 
the  manifold  woes  which  the  hydra  disease  entails  upon  his  race,  is  not 
sufficiently  strong,  to  prompt  him  to  the  constant,  close,  and  untiring  ob- 
servation, collection,  analysis,  and  arrangement  of facts  in  relation  to  the 
morbid  conditions  of  the  body,  "  let  him  be  anathema  maranatha  "  ;  let 
him  be  assigned  his  proper  place,  among  old  women  and  quacks, 
and  let  his  name  no  longer  blacken  the  escutcheon  of  our  fraternity.  To 
such  an  one,  we  could  by  no  means  extend  the  "  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship "  ;  for  the  lamp  which  has  been  lighted  by  the  transatlantic  patho- 
logists has  already  sent  its  beams  across  the  water,  and  as  the  hallowed 
flame  grows  brighter  and  brighter,  its  penetrating  rays  would  inevitably 
search  us  out  and  expose  us,  for  such  a  degrading  deed,  to  the  scorn  and 
derision  of  all  who  worthily  bear  the  title  of  scientific  physician.  He 
can  be  regarded  only  as  a  gangrenous  eschar  upon  the  corps  medicale, 
and  the  sooner  he  is  cut  off,  the  better. 

But  it  is  frequently  asked,  How  is  this  mode  of  investigation,  admitting 
the  justice  of  its  claim  to  be  the  only  true  one,  to  avail  us  anything  in 
reference  to  the  ultimate  end  and  aim  of  aH  departments  of  medicine — 
the  removal,  or  cure  of  disease  1  This  question  arises  naturallv  enough, 
to  be  sure  ;  but  it  would  seem  that  a  moment's  reflection  would  suggest 
another  inquiry,  the  obvious  answer  to  which  would  supersede  the  neces- 
sity of  any  attention  to  the  former — namely,  How  shall  we  go  to  work 
to  remove  that,  the  nature  and  location  of  which  is  unknown  to  us  ?  The 
notion,  however,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  is  somewhat  prevalent,  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  organs  is  of  no  great  practical 
utility  as  regards  therapeutics  ;  and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  induces 
us,  in  concluding  this  article,  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  relation  which 
the  method  of  investigation  we  advocate,  bears  to  the  administration  of 
remedial  agents  for  the  cure  of  disease. 

And  at  the  very  commencement  of  our  remarks  on  this  subject,  we 
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may  apply  to  therapeutics,  so  far  as  the  materia  mediea  is  concerned, 
the  same  sweeping  phrase  which  we  have  already  had  the  temerity  (?) 
to  introduce  with  regard  to  pathology — that  it  is  a  perfect  chaos.  After 
all  the  multitude  of  experiments  which  have  heen  wrought  with  the  va- 
rious articles  of  the  materia  medica,  how  much,  or  rather  how  little,  do 
we  know  of  their  relation  to  morbid  action  ?  Absolutely  nothing,  com- 
pared with  what  we  ought  to  know,  and  what  might  have  been  made  out 
for  us  centuries  ago,  bad  not  the  day-dreamers  of  those  limes  entirely 
mistaken  the  mode  of  coming  at  what  they  wished  to  remove  by  the  use 
of  these  agents.  The  want  of  some  general  rule  or  law  to  govern  diag- 
nosis is  nowhere,  in  the  whole  range  of  medical  literature,  seen  more 
prominently  than  in  the  works  abroad  in  the  land  on  materia  medica. 
Authors  are  continually  talking  to  us  about  the  almost  unlimited  powers 
of  certain  articles  in  conditions  of  the  system,  to  which  they  assign  names 
according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  fancy,  but  which  no  one  else,  per- 
haps, has  ever  heard  of,  and  which  exist,  in  fact,  only  in  their  own  ex- 
cited imaginations.  Or  if  two  of  them  do  happen  to  agree  in  applying 
to  these  unknown  conditions  a  particular  name,  while  one  of  them  is 
engaged  in  trumpeting  abroad  the  wonderful  and  miraculous  control  which 
a  certain  agent  has  over  it,  the  other  is  averring,  in  the  most  positive  and 
solemn  manner,  that  it  has  no  efficacy  whatever  in  this  condition  of  the 
system  ;  and  there  is  scarcely  a  single  article  in  our  almost  interminable 
list  of  medicines,  which  has  not  had  its  day,  as  the  triumphant  antagonist 
of  some  previously  invincible  and  mortal  foe  to  the  happiness  of  man. 
Indeed,  in  looking  over  and  enumerating  the  long  list  of  infirmities  set 
down  in  the  books  of  some  writers  as  subject  to  a  single  article,  the  mis- 
cellaneous reader,  if  his  observation  did  not  convince  him  to  the  contrary, 
would  be  led  to  suppose  that  a  sovereign  panacea  had  at  length  been 
found,  and  that  man  need  no  longer  fear  the  infliction  of  the  primeval 
curse — "  to  dust  shalt  thou  return."  But  to  him  who  is  versed  in  the 
history  of  catholicons,  it  appears  that  the  reign  of  these  potent  spirits  has 
ever  been  exceedingly  short  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  perfect  subjection 
under  which  they  brought  disease,  they  were  soon  themselves  obliged 
to  submit  to,  and  make  way  for  their  still  more  mighty  successors  in  *' 
dynasty. 

Now  in  regard  to  this  matter,  there  must  be  radical  error.  If  the  laws 
which  govern  disease,  or  morbid  action,  are  invariable  in  their  operation, 
then  the  relation  of  certain  agents  to  morbid  conditions  of  the  organiza- 
tion will  always  be  the  same  ;  and  this  relation,  in  our  opinion,  may  be 
made  out  with  certainty ,  and  a  theory  of  therapeutics  formed  which  shall 
be  as  immutable  as  any  other  natural  law.  But  how  is  this  to  be  done  ? 
Simply  by  experiment  and  observation.  The  first  step  is  to  make  out 
with  certainty  the  condition  of  the  organization:  the  course  to  be  pursued 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  has  already  been  laid  down.  After 
this  is  done,  all  we  have  to  do  to  ascertain  the  relation  which  the  materia 
medica  sustains  to  this  condition,  is,  to  place  the  different  articles  in  a 
situation  where  they  can  act  upon  the  system,  observe  the  results,  and 
arrange  them  in  numerical  order.  Thus  we  would  carry  our  arithmetic 
along  with  us,  not  only  in  the  study  of  disease,  but  in  the  treatment  of  it 
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also  :  and  this  we  believe  to  be  the  only  way  that  a  theory  can  be  con- 
structed at  all  worthy  to  be  adopted  as  our  guide  in  the  administration  of 
remedial  agents. 

Were  we  to  see  a  sportsman  standing  beside  a  grove,  continually  load- 
ing and  discharging  his  piece  without  aim  among  the  trees,  and  at  the 
same  time  declare  his  intention  to  be  the  destruction  of  a  bird  whose  song 
he  heard  somewhere  within  it,  we  should  without  hesitation  pronounce 
him  not  only  non  compos,  but  also  a  dangerous  individual,  and  fit  only 
for  the  strait  jacket  or  a  mad  house.  Yet  such,  if  we  mistake  not,  is 
very  nearly  the  course  pursued  by  many  a  routine  practitioner  in  the 
treatment  of  morbid  conditions  of  the  body  by  medication.  Shoot  away! 
is  the  motto  ;  perchance  we  may  hit  the  mark  ;  if  not,  the  law  is  our 
safe-guard,  and  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  we  have  done 
the  best  we  could.  But  "  the  day  is  coming  and  now  is,"  when  the 
names  of  such  men  will  be  scathed  by  the  lightnings  of  public  indigna- 
tion ;  and  such  will  be  the  true  desert  of  those,  who  while  the  sun  of 
science  is  shedding  o'er  the  land  its  flood  of  living  light,  still  prefer  the 
darkness,  and  persist  in  quackery. 


LAW    OF  MENSTRUATION. 
[Communicated  for  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  Gall's  Works,  Vol.  IV.  American  edition,  page  219,  the  following 
paragraph  occurs  : 

"  Practising  medicine  in  Vienna,  in  1818,  I  perceived  that  at  one 
time  almost  no  woman  was  reglee,  and  at  another  that  almost  everyone 
was  at  the  same  time.  I  kept  a  record  for  several  years,  and  found  that 
women  could  be  divided  into  two  great  classes.  Those  of  one  class  are  all 
reglees  within  a  period  of  eight  days  ;  after  these  eight  days,  an  interval 
occurs  of  ten  or  twelve  days,  in  which  very  few  women  were  found 
reglees.  Below  is  a  table  of  the  days  of  two  women,  each  belonging  to 
a  different  class." 

I  had  the  curiosity  to  hunt  up  a  Mass.  Register  of  1818,  and  find  the 
state  of  the  moon  during  the  period  there  designated  by  the  recurrence 
of  this  periodical  evacuation,  and  you  have  it,  except  for  December, 
which  is  not  given  in  the  Register. 

Page  220. — "  During  my  travels  I  continued  my  record,  and  found, 
much  to  my  surprise,  that  the  two  epochs  are  the  same  in  every  country, 
at  least  in  Europe.  And  I  am  induced  to  believe  the  same  occurs 
throughout  the  world,  by  the  fact  that  those  species  of  monkey  subject 
to  this  process,  are  subjected  to  it  at  the  same  time  with  women.  Con- 
sequently the  cause  of  this  is  not  individual,  but  universal.  The  moon 
can  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  epochs  coincide  with  every  phase 
of  the  moon.  Often,  in  the  spring,  all  the  women  advance  on  a  sudden  ; 
often,  in  the  autumn,  they  are  retarded  some  days,  by  a  general  influ- 
ence." 

Gall  thinks,  or  has  observed,  that  men  are  also  liable  to  monthly  de- 
rangements of  health,  which  endure  for  a  few  days.  Our  city  authorities, 
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our  grave  legislators,  our  reverend  divines,  should  be  warned  of  this 
thing.  Elections  should  never  be  held  on  these  days  of  malaise.  Balls, 
christenings,  nor  any  of  the  great  affairs  of  life,  should  be  conducted 
on  days  when  one  half  of  the  women  are  out  of  sorts,  and  men  in  the 
dumps.  Verily,  to  one  who  studies  the  march  of  modern  science,  the 
signs  are  significant.  Do  we  not  more  and  more  see  that  we  are  groping 
about  in  the  darkness  of  the  dawn  of  science?  that  our  ancestors  in  Egypt 
knew  more  than  we  think  for,  and  that  the  union  of  the  office  of  priest 
and  magistrate  was  proper  when  important  events  were  to  be  regulated 
by  the  foreseen  state  of  human  nature  ?  The  doctrine  of  fevers,  which 
enabled  our  immediate  ancestors  in  the  profession  to  pronounce  so  deci- 
dedly on  their  crisis — may  there  not  be  some  good  ground  for  it  in  these 
days  of  reglement  for  women,  and  of  malaise  for  men  ? 

I  wish  to  propose,  through  your  valuable  Journal,  that  the  dispensary 
physicians,  and  such  others  as  may  be  able,  ascertain  from  their  'patients 
the  days  on  which  they  have  been  unwell  for  the  last  time,  and  continue 
their  observation  through  the  year,  and  that  every  month  they  should 
report  to  you.  To  verify  such  a  general  fact,  would  be  highly  interest- 
ing and  may  be  important.  Gall  was  a  great  and  accurate  observer,  and 
his  propositions  are  basis  enough  for  the  researches  of  the  wisest. 


Table  of  the  Perigee  and  Apogee,  and  of  the  New  and  Full  Moon,  for  1818. 


Reg 

lees. 

ist  class 

2d  Class 

V 

£ 

Reglees  days  be- 

Reglees before 

<D 

,Sb 

3 

fore  or  after 

or  after 

1818. 

(O 

o 
c 

P=H 

1st  class. 

2d  class. 

Apogee. 

Perigee. 

Oh 

< 

Before. 

|  After. 

Before. 

|  After. 

January 

3.31 

17 

6 

22 

1  19 

3 

2 

0 

0 

February 

27 

14 

5 

20 

16 

1.29 

2 

1  &  2 

March 

27 

13 

6 

22 

14 

28 

1 

1 

April 

23 

10 

5 

22 

10 

25 

0 

0 

2 

May 

21 

7 

5 

20 

8 

23 

1 

2 

June 

J7 

4 

3 

18 

5.30 

19 

1 

1 

2 

July 

15 

1.29 

3 

17 

26 

17 

3 

2 

August 

12 

25 

1.31 

1G 

21 

13 

4 

1 

September 

8 

22 

30 

14 

18 

9 

4 

1 

October 

20 

29 

14 

16 

8 

4 

1 

November 

2.30 

16 

27 

12 

14 

5 

2 

3 

December 

27 

12 

12 

2.31 

In  January,  the  2d  class  begins  the  same  day  with  the  perigee  of  the 
moon.  In  February,  March,  August,  September  and  October,  1  day 
after  perigee.  In  February,  April,  May,  June,  July,  2  days  after  peri- 
gee ;  in  November,  3  days.  In  April,  the  first  class  begins  same  day 
with  apogee.  In  March,  May,  June,  1  day  after  perigee.  In  January, 
February  and  November,  2  days  after.  In  July,  3.  In  August,  Sep- 
tember and  October,  4.  So  that  the  first  class  never  come  within  2  days 
of  perigee.  The  second  class  never  nearer  than  3  days  to  apogee,  sup- 
posing the  classes  in  each  case  to  occupy  8  days.  One  class  manifestly 
avoids  perigee  and  the  other  apogee.  Are  there  any  peculiarities  of  con- 
stitution, age,  habits,  fee.  connected  with  them  ? 
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ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 
[Communicated  for  Hip  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

[Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will  become  as  weary  of  this  newly 
revived  subject,  as  the  anonymous  letters  of  a  few  correspondents  say 
they  are  of  Graham  ism. 

M.  Poyen  has  nearly  ready  for  publication  his  translation  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  to  the  French  Institute,  referred  to  some  weeks  agOj 
from  which  the  following  conclusions  are  diawn.  Wishing  to  enlist  the 
attention  of  the  profession,  that  Animal  Magnetism  may  be  thoroughly 
investigated,  we  have  given  place  to  them. — Ed.] 

1.  The  contact  with  the  thumbs  or  hands,  frictions,  or  certain  other 
gestures  made  at  a  little  distance  from  the  body,  and  called  passes — such 
are  the  means  used  to  place  oneself  in  communication,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  transmit  the  action  from  the  magnetizer  to  the  magnetized  person.  2. 
External  and  visible  means  are  not  always  necessary,  since,  in  many 
instances,  the  steadiness  of  the  look  will  have  been  sufficient  to  produce 
the  magnetical  phenomena,  even  the  magnetized  individual  being  not 
aware  of  it.  3.  Magnetism  acts  upon  persons  of  both  sexes  and  diffe- 
rent ages.  4.  The  time  necessary  to  transmit  the  magnetical  influence 
and  make  it  felt,  varied  from  half  an  hour  to  one  minute.  5.  Magnetism 
in  general  does  not  act  on  healthy  persons.  6.  Neither  does  it  operate 
on  every  patient.  7.  Sometimes,  during  the  magnetical  operation,  some 
insignificant  and  fugitive  effects  manifest  themselves,  but  which  do  not 
belong-  to  magnetism  alone  ;  such  as  some  oppression,  heat  or  cold,  and 
other  nervous  phenomena,  that  may  be  accounted  for,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  particular  agent,  viz.  through  hope  or  fear,  the  prevention 
and  expectation  of  an  unknown  and  new  thing,  the  tiresomeness  which 
results  from  the  monotony  of  gestures,  the  silence  and  quiet  kept  during 
the  experiments,  finally  by  imagination,  that  exercises  so  great  an  empire 
over  certain  minds  and  certain  organizations.  8.  "  A  certain  number  of 
the  observed  phenomena  appeared  to  us  as  having  been  produced  by  mag- 
netism alone,  and,  could  not  be  produced,  without  it.  These  are  physio- 
logical and  therapeutical  phenomena  well  established '."  9.  The  real 
effects  produced  by  magnetism  are  very  various  ;  it  agitates  some,  calms 
others  ;  the  most  usually  it  causes  a  momentary  acceleration  of  breathing 
and  circulation,  some  transient  convulsive  fibrillary  motion,  resembling 
electrical  shocks,  a  numbness  more  or  less  deep,  some  drowsiness,  som- 
nolence, and,  in  a  small  number  of  cases,  what  magnetizers  call  somnam- 
bulism. 10.  The  existence  of  a  constant  and  only  character,  fit  to  make 
us  recognize  in  every  case  the  reality  of  the  stale  of  somnambulism,  has 
not  been  established.  11.  However,  "  we  may  conclude  with  certainty, 
that  such  a  state  exists,  whenever  it  gives  rise  to  the  development  of  the 
new  faculties  designated  by  the  names  of  clairvoyance,  intuition,  previ- 
sion, or  produces  some  great  change  on  the  physiological  state,  as  insen- 
sibility, a  sudden  and  considerable  increase  of  strength, "  and  whenever, 
finally,  that  effect  cannot  be  attributed  to  another  cause.  12.  As  among 
the  effects  arising  from  somnambulism,  there  are  some  that  can  be  feigned, 
somnambulism  itself  can  sometimes  be  so  too  ;  and  thus  furnish  charla- 
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tanism  with  means  of  deception.    Therefore  in  the  observation  of  those 
phenomena,  which  as  yet  present  themselves  only  as  isolated  facts  that 
can  be  connected  with  no  theory,  it  is  but  by  a  most  attentive  examina- 
tion, the  severest  care,  and  by  numerous  and  varied  trials,  that  one  can 
escape  illusion.     13.  The  sleep  determined  with  more  or  less  prompti- 
tude, and  established  in  a  degree  more  or  less  profound,  is  a  real,  but 
not  constant  effect  of  magnetism.     14.  It  is  a  fact  demonstrated,  too,  that 
it  has  been  determined  in  such  circumstances  as  the  magnetized  indivi- 
duals could  neither  see  nor  know7  the  means  used  to  cause  it  to  take 
place.     15.  When  a  person  has  been  once  put  to  the  magnetic  sleep, 
there  is  no  need  of  recurring  to  contact  and  the  "passes  "  to  magnetize 
him  again.    The  magnetizer's  look,  his  will  alone,  have  upon  him  the 
same  influence.    In  such  a  case,  the  magnetized  person  can  be  not  only 
acted  upon,  but  also  completely  thrown  into  somnambulism  ;  the  magne- 
tizer  can  bring  him  out  of  that  state,  he  being  not  aware  of  it,  out  of  his 
sight,  at  a  certain  distance,  and  even  through  closed  doors.     16.  Certain 
alterations,  more  or  less  marked,  are  ordinarily  produced  in  the  percep- 
tions, in  the  faculties  of  those  who  fall  into  somnambulism,  by  the  effect 
of  magnetism.    (A)  Some,  in  the  middle  of  the  noise  of  confused  con- 
versations, hear  no  other  voice  than  the  magnetizer's  ;  many  answer  in  a 
correct  and  precise  manner  the  questions  asked  by  him,  or  other  persons 
who  have  been  brought  into  contact  with  them  ;  some  others  hold  conver- 
sation with  all  the  assistants  ;  seldom,  however,  they  hear  what  is  going 
on  around  themselves.    Most  of  the  time,  they  remain  completely  stran- 
gers to  external  and  unexpected  noises  made  at  their  ear,  such  as  the 
resounding  of  copper  vases  violently  struck  before  them,  the  falling  of 
furniture,  &c.     (B)  The  eyes  are  closed  ;  the  eyelids  yield  but  with 
difficulty  to  efforts  made  with  the  hands  to  open  them  ;  that  operation f 
which  is  not  free  from    pain,  exhibits  the   eyeball  convulsed,  and 
turned  upwards,  and  sometimes  downwards  in  the  orbit.    (C)  The 
sense  of  smelling  is  sometimes  annihilated  ;  somnambules  can  breathe 
into  their  lungs  the  muriatic  acid  or  concentrated  ammonia,  without  feel- 
ing any  trouble  by  it,  even  without  suspecting  it.    The  contrary  exists 
in  some  other  cases  ;  they  are  sensible  to  odors.    (D)  Most  of  the  som- 
nambules we  have  seen  were  completely  destitute  of  the  sense  of  feeling. 
We  could  tickle  their  feet,  nostrils,  and  the  angle  of  the  eye  with  a 
feather;  pinch  their  skin  so  as  to  cause  an  ecchymosis,  prick  it  under 
the  nail  with  pins  suddenly  thrust  into  it  to  a  great  deepness,  without 
the  least  token  of  pain  on  their  part  ;  nay,  they  seemed  not  to  perceive 
it.    Finally,  one  of  them  has  been  seen  who  remained  insensible  to  a 
most  painful  surgical  operation,  and  in  whom  neither  the  face  nor  the 
pulse  nor  the  breathing  denoted  the  least  emotion.     17.  Magnetism  has 
the  same  strength  and  intensity  of  action,  and  is  as  quickly  felt  at  a  distance 
of  six  feet,  as  of  six  inches — and  the  phenomena  developed  by  it  are  the 
same  in  both  cases.     18.  The  action  at  a  distance  cannot,  as  it  seems, 
be  exercised  with  success  but  on  individuals  who  have  already  been  sub- 
mitted to  magnetism.    19.  We  did  not  see  any  person  falling  into  som- 
nambulism the  first  time  he  was  magnetized.    Somnambulism  manifested 
itself  sometimes  only  in  the  eighth  or  tenth  sitting.    20.  We  have  con- 
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stantly  seen  the  ordinary  sleep,  which  is  the  repose  of  the  organs  of 
sense,  of  the  intellectual  faculties  and  voluntary  motions,  preceding  and 
terminating  the  state  of  somnambulism.    21.  While  in  somnambulism, 
the  magnetized  persons  whom  we  observed  preserved  the  exercise  of  the 
faculties  they  possess  during  the  wakeful  state.    Nay,  their  memory 
seems  more  faithful  and  extensive,  for  they  remember  what  happened  all 
the  time  and  at  every  time  they  were  in  somnambulism.    22.  After 
awaking,  they  say  that  they  have  totally  forgotten  every  circumstance  of 
the  state  of  somnambulism,  and  can  never  recollect  it  again.    To  ascer- 
tain this,  we  had  no  other  guarantee  than  their  own  declarations.  23. 
The  muscular  strength  of  somnambules  is  sometimes  numbed  and  palsied. 
At  some  other  times,  their  motions  are  but  troubled,  and  they  walk  stag- 
gering, as  drunken  men  do,  without  avoiding,  and  sometimes  also  in 
avoiding,  the  obstacles  they  meet  in  their  way.    There  are  somnambules 
who  preserve  in  all  its  integrity  the  exercise  of  their  limbs  ;  who  even 
became  much  stronger  and  smarter  than  in  the  wakeful  state.    24.  We 
saw  two  somnambules,  who  distinguished,  their  eyes  being  closed,  the 
objects  placed  before  them  ;    they  have  designated,  without  touching 
them,  the  color  and  value  of  cards  ;  they  read  words  written  with  the 
hand,  also  several  lines  of  books  opened  without  adhering  to  any  particu- 
lar page.    This  phenomenon  took  place  even  when  the  opening  of  the 
eyelids  was  kept  exactly  closed  by  the  fingers.    25.  We  met  in  two 
somnambules,  the  faculty  of  foreseeing  acts  of  the  organization  more  or 
less  distant  and  complicated.    One  of  them  announced  several  days,  even 
several  months  in  advance,  the  day,  hour  and  minute  of  the  invasion 
and  return  of  epileptic  fits.    The  other  indicated  the  time  of  his  cure. 
Their  previsions  were  realized  with  a  remarkable  precision  and  exactitude. 
They  seemed  to  us  applied  only  to  acts  or  lesions  of  their  own  organism. 
26.  We  met  but  one  somnambule  who  indicated  the  symptoms  of  the 
diseases  of  three  other  persons  with  whom  they  had  been  put  in  com- 
munication. Yet,  we  had  been  making  investigations  about  that  faculty 
on  a  pretty  large  number  of  individuals.    27.  In  order  to  establish  with 
correctness  the  relation  of  magnetism  with  therapeutics,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  have  observed  the  effects  of  it  on  a  great  number  of  persons, 
and  made  a  long  time,  and  every  day,  experiments  on  the  same  patients. 
The  Commission  not  having  done  this,  ought  to  have  contented  itself 
with  saying  what  it  saw  in  a  too  small  number  of  cases  to  dare  to  pro- 
nounce its  judgment.    28.  Some  of  the  magnetized  patients  felt  no  good 
from  it.    Others  felt  a  relief,  viz.  the  one,  the  suspension  of  habitual 
pains,  another  regained  his  strength  ;  a  third  one  felt  a  delay  of  many 
months  in  the  return  of  the  epileptic  fits,  and  a  fourth  the  complete 
cure  of  a  grave  and  long-continued  palsy.    29.  Considered  as  an  agent  of 
physiological  phenomena,  or  as  a  therapeutical  means,  magnetism  should 
be  ranked  within  the  frame  of  medical  knowledge,  and  consequently  phy- 
sicians alone  ought  to  use  and  watch  over  it,  as  it  is  already  practised 
in  the  northern  countries  of  Europe.    30.  The  Commission  could  not 
verify,  because  it  had  no  opportunity  to  do  so,  other  faculties  that  mag- 
netizers  had  announced  as  existing  in  somnambules.    But  it  has  collected 
facts  important  enough  to  allow  it  to  believe  that  the  Academy  should 
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encourage  and  favor  researches  on  magnetism  as  being  a  very  curious 
branch  of  psychology  and  natural  history. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    APRIL    2  7,    1  8  36. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  DISEASE. 

It  will  be  observed  that  a  large  part  of  our  pages,  the  present  week,  has 
been  given  up  to  a  dissertation  on  the  above-named  subject.  Had  it 
been  divided,  and  a  part  only  published,  the  chain  of  reasoning  would 
have  been  lost  sight  of,  and  its  harmony  destroyed.  As  a  general  rule, 
it  is  desirable  to  present  the  reader  with  a  variety  of  topics  ;  yet  it  some- 
times happens  that  papers  of  unusual  length  are  received,  which  cannot 
with  any  degree  of  propriety  be  rejected  or  divided.  The  merits  of  the 
article  referred  to,  may  be  variously  estimated.  No  one,  however,  can 
doubt  the  author's  industry,  nor  call  in  question  his  power  to  acquire  dis- 
tinction in  the  pursuits  of  science,  should  he  continue  to  exert  that  men- 
tal energy  which  characterizes  his  discourse.  Original  thinkers  are  so 
very  scarce,  that  any  efforts  to  diffuse  light  in  regions  of  darkness,  by 
thorough  investigation  into  the  phenomena  of  disease,  should  meet  with 
a  hearty  encouragement. 


DR.  JACKSON'S  LECTURES  ON  GEOLOGY. 

The  first  two  lectures  of  this  interesting  course  have  been  given  at  the 
Odeon,  and  have  been  attended  by  a  large  and  respectable  audience.  In 
the  first  lecture,  after  pointing  out  the  importance  and  utility  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  all  classes  of  the  community,  the  lecturer  offered  a  very  consistent 
and  ingenious  theory  of  the  formation  of  the  globe,  in  which  many  of  the 
ideas  were,  we  believe,  entirely  original,  and  concluded  with  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  primitive  and  transition  rocks,  which  he  illustrated  by  a  great 
number  of  specimens  and  diagrams.  The  second  lecture  treated  on  the 
secondary  rocks,  and  was  equally  interesting  and  instructive. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  these  lectures  is  to  point  out  and  de- 
scribe some  of  the  most  interesting  localities  in  this  country,  in  order  to 
enable  those  who  may  have  occasion  to  travel  in  their  vicinity,  the  com- 
ing season,  to  examine  them.  The  next  lecture  will  principally  be  con- 
fined to  the  coal  formations  in  the  United  States.  We  cannot  too  highly 
recommend  all  physicians  who  reside  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city  to 
attend  the  remainder  of  the  course.  They  will  be  given  on  the  two  fol- 
lowing Thursdays  and  Mondays,  at  7  i-2  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Musket  Ball  in  the  Lungs. — A  case  is  mentioned  in  a  late  No.  of  the 
Berlin  Gazette  of  Medicine,  in  which  a  leaden  bullet  was  found,  in  a 
post-mortem  examination,  imbedded  in  the  substance  of  the  left  lung, 
which  had  entered  sixteen  years  previous,  and  which  had  given  rise  to  no 
symptoms  during  life. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — The  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  Corporation  have 
purchased  an  estate  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  at  the  corner  of  Green 
and  Pitts  Streets,  in  this  city. — M.  Andral's  fourteenth  lecture  on  the  dis- 
eases of  the  brain  and  nervous  system,  has  been  received.  The  author 
sustains  himself  with  unabated  energy.  Some  one  should  republish  the 
series  in  this  country. — Dr.  Wallace  is  giving  powerful  testimony  in  favor 
of  the  hydriodale  of  potash  in  the  treatment  of  malignant  fungous  tumors, 
and  cancerous  diseases. — Dr.  Innjlis,  of  Castle  Douglas,  has  reported  a 
case  of  aphonia  of  twelve  month's  duration,  successfully  treated  by  tonics 
and  blistering. — The  ne  w  remedy  of  sinapisms  to  the  mammas,  in  amenor- 
rhcea,  meets  with  great  favor  among  practitioners. — Dr.  Elisha  Bartlett 
has  been  elected  mayor  of  the  City  of  Lowell.  He  still  holds  a  profes- 
sorship in  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  which  it  is  presumed  he  will 
necessarily  resign. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bosfon  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sltlj — Will  you  permit  me  to  say  that  when  your  correspondent  W#.  W*. 
will  give  me  his  real  name  and  place  of  residence,  and  inform  me  of  the 
names,  places  and  dates  of  his  pretended  cases,  I  will  take  such  notice 
of  his  communication  as  it  deserves  ;  but  till  then,  I  shall  regard  it  as  all 
such  anonymous,  loose  and  irresponsible  communications  ought  to  be  re- 
garded—  as  unworthy  of  any  notice.  Permit  me  to  say,  also,  that  I  am 
ready  and  waiting  to  meet  Dr.  Lee's  facts,  as  soon  as  you  can  find  room 
for  me  in  your  Journal.  S.  Graham. 

To  Corrf.spo.m)k.\ts. — The  communications  of  "  Zeno,"  and  Drs.  Barratt  and 
Alcott,  with  others  before  acknowledged,  are  on  file  for  publication.  Also  a  case 
of  "protracted  Suicidal  death." 
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Whole  tin  in  lie.  r  of  death*  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  23,  31.    Males.  16—  Females,  15. 

Of  inflammation  in  the  bowels,  1 — inflammation  of  tlie  lungsj  I  — pleurisy  fever,  2— inflammation 
of  the  brain,  I — apoplexy,  1— asthma,  1— white  swelling,  I  -consumption,  7— -lung  fever,  2— suicide, 

j — typhous  fever,  1— infantile,  4 — old  age,  2— drowned,  1— dropsy,  1— disease  ofth<  brain,  1— bilious 

fever,  1  —  gravel,  1— debility,  I. 
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POISONING   BY  OPIUM. 

CASE    OF    SUCCESSFUL    TREATMENT    BY    FLAGELLATION,    WHERE    A    LARGE    DOSE  OF 
LAUDANUM   HAD   BEEN  TAKEN. 

BY  JOSEPH  BARRATT,   M.D.   OF    MIDDLETOWN,  CONNECTICUT. 

[Communicated  for  tiie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Tincture  of  Opium  is  not  (infrequently  resorted  to,  for  the  destruction 
of  life.  It  is  also  unfortunately,  and  too  frequently,  taken  by  mistake, 
and  proves  fatal  before  efficient  means  can  be  adopted  to  counteract  its 
deleterious  effects  on  the  system.  I  am  induced,  therefore,  to  offer  a 
short  statement  of  a  case  of  poisoning  with  laudanum,  that  fell  under  my 
care,  several  years  since,  for  the  following  reasons  :  First,  the  success 
that  attended  the  mode  of  practice  pursued  ;  and,  Second,  from  not  hav- 
ing met  with  any  such  means  recorded,  to  my  knowledge,  either  in  works 
on  medicine,  or  treatises  on  poisons. 

In  the  year  1822,  February  23rd,  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  Wright 
Harris  (this  was  in  the  State  of  New  York),  who  had  intentionally  taken 
a  large  dose  of  laudanum,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  himself.  He 
had  committed  this  act  during  his  absence  from  home,  under  circum- 
stances which  it  is  not  important  here  to  relate.  Much  time,  about  three 
hours,  was  therefore  lost,  before  any  effectual  measures  could  be  adopted 
for  his  relief.  His  case,  as  I  found  him,  appeared  altogether  hopeless. 
Before  my  arrival,  emetics  and  various  drinks  had  been  tried,  besides 
frictions,  and  constant  though  ineffectual  attempts  had  been  made  to  irri- 
tate the  oesophagus,  by  feathers.  All  these  means  had  failed,  and  the 
patient  was  in  such  a  profound  sopor,  that  apparently  nothing  but  warmth 
remained,  to  indicate  that  life  had  not  already  become  extinct.  The 
quantity  of  laudanum  taken  was  ascertained  to  be  one  ounce  and  a  half. 
This  dose  has  proved  fatal,  as  appears  by  reference  to  M.  Barruel's  case, 
Paris — see  Christison  on  Poisons,  page  526,  he.  He  had  also  taken 
some  ardent  spirits,*  and  from  the  absence  of  solid  food  in  the  stomach, 
this  would  only  serve  to  hasten  the  operation  of  the  poison  into  the  cir- 
culating system.  The  case,  appearing  so  desperate,  justified  me  in  the 
course  of  treatment  which  I  was,  under  existing  circumstances,  then 
obliged  to  adopt. 

Internal  remedies  having  entirely  failed,  there  was  no  chance  left  but 
for  high  external  excitements.  1  therefore  determined  to  use  vigorous 
measures.   I  commenced  with  flagellations,  using  long,  pliant  fresh  twigs, 


*  He  was  not,  I  believe,  addicted  to  take  much  spirits;  he  was  what  would  be  now  termed  a 
"  moderate  drinker." 
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to  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  soles  of  the  feet.  These  were  briskly 
applied,  and  in  a  short  time  gave  indications  of  uneasiness  and  pain. 
This  treatment  was  unremittingly  pursued  till  the  man  spoke,  and  com- 
plained of  being  pained  by  the  whipping,  when  this  severe  appliance  was 
relaxed  ;  but  on  so  doing,  he  instantly  sunk  into  a  profound  stupor,  from 
which  he  was  again  only  roused  by  the  severity  of  whipping. 

It  required  the  aid  of  a  number  of  men  to  take  turns  in  the  flagellation, 
as  well  as  to  support  and  walk  him  about ;  for  a  cessation  of  the  use  of 
the  rods  was  followed  by  instantaneous  stupor.  After  about  six  or  eight 
hours,  under  this  course,  the  stupor  was  lessened,  and  the  severity  of  the 
flagellation  was  mitigated  ;  but  as  the  case  required  constant  high  excite- 
ment, it  was  still  repeated,  at  intervals,  till  eventually  the  exercise  of 
walking  was  sufficient  to  keep  him  awake.  This  was  in  about  twelve 
hours  after  commencing  with  the  flagellation.  The  following  day  he  was 
sleepy,  and  complained  somewhat  of  a  sense  of  smarting  in  his  hands  and 
feet  (though  they  were  not  blistered  !).  In  permitting  him  to  rest,  care 
was  taken  to  wake  him  at  intervals,  till  such  time  as  was  considered  safe 
to  allow  him  more  repose  ;  some  light  refreshment  was  then  eaten,  and 
castor  oil  administered.  He  afterwards  experienced  but  little  inconve- 
nience from  his  hands  and  feet,  and  was  perfectly  restored,  in  a  few  days, 
to  his  usual  health. 

I  would  here  state  that  the  first  proposal  made  by  me  to  adopt  flagel- 
lation, as  the  only  hope,  was  objected  to  by  the  persons  present,  from  its 
carrying  with  it  the  semblance  of  unkindness  towards  what  was  regarded 
by  them  as  a  corpse  ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  appliance  of  the  rods  by 
myself,  in  the  first  instance,  that  I  obtained  the  aid  of  those  present  ;  but 
so  soon  as  the  patient  began  to  move,  and  at  last  spoke  !  they  took  hold 
with  alacrity,  and  by  dividing  themselves  into  relief  parties,  they  very 
cheerfully,  and  rather  amusingly,  kept  up  the  castigation,  so  long  as  the 
state  of  the  patient  required  it  of  their  hands.  He  by  no  means  appeared 
to  relish  this  harsh  procedure,  and  in  return  gave  his  attendants  several 
severe  blows.  If  while  lifting  his  arm  to  strike  a  blow,  the  flagellation 
was  then  entirely  suspended,  the  arm  would  instantly  sink  powerless  ;  to 
such  a  degree  had  the  effects  of  the  narcotic  drug  prevailed  over  the  ner- 
vous system,  that  nothing  but  the  torture  of  the  rods  could  rouse  him. 
On  his  recovery,  it  was  said  that  the  man's  wife  has  highly  satisfied  with 
this  remedial  course,  which  was  believed  to  have  had  a  good  moral 
effect  upon  his  subsequent  conduct. 

It  is  now  several  years  since  this  case  of  poisoning  occurred,  and  yet  I 
do  not  meet  with  any  account,  or  similar  directions,  or  practice,  in  works 
on  medicine,  or  treatises  on  toxology  within  my  reach.  The  very  valu- 
able treatise  on  poisons,  by  Robert  Christison,  M.D.  Professor  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  1829,  is  a  work  that  dis- 
plays great  research,  and  though  very  full  on  the  article  of  opium  (pages 
514 — 549),  yet  no  hint  is  there  given  of  such  a  resource  or  mode  of 
treatment.  I  would  also  take  occasion  to  cite  another  high  authority. 
Sir  Astley  Cooper — where  we  might  have  expected  some  such  efficient 
course  being  suggested — speaking  of  opium,  when  taken  in  poisonous 
doses,  says — see  lectures  (taken  in  short  hand),  London  edition,  1829, 
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p.  454 — "  No  stimulating  substance  will  produce  the  least  effect  upon 
it  (the  oesophagus).  T  sat  hour  after  hour,  with  a  young  lady,  watching 
her  progress  to  dissolution,  without  being  in  the  least  able  to  prevent 
it  ;  "  and  then  speaks  of  the  stomach  pump,  as  a  most  valuable  instru- 
ment, fee.  How  many  cases  are  there  that  occur,  where  no  such  instru- 
ment can  be  obtained  ;  and  it  would  be  entirely  useless  in  a  case  similar 
the  one  I  have  described,  where  so  much  time  had  elapsed  in  abortive 
efforts.  The  stomach  pump,  valuable  as  it  is,  cannot  be  had  in  many 
places  :  but  in  making  public  such  a  course  as  just  related,  the  remedy 
would  be  available  to  every  one  ;  and  might  be  the  means  of  preserving 
many  valuable  lives. 
April  19,  1836. 


THE    GRAHAM  SYSTEM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  have  for  some  time  looked  at  the  contest  now  going  on  in  your 
Journal,  in  regard  to  Grahamism,  in  silence  ;  first,  for  want  of  time  to 
enter  upon  discussions  of  this  kind  ;  secondly,  because  I  have,  until  re- 
cently, seen  nothing  but  the  communication  and  supposed  facts,  said  to 
be  from  Dr.  Lee,  of  Charlestown,  which  seemed  to  me  worthy  of  a  serious 
reply  ;  and  thirdly,  because  all  who  have  yet  entered  the  lists  against 
Mr.  G.,  while  they  appear  to  be  sincere,  and  to  reason  very  well  in  some 
respects,  are  so  exceedingly  lame  in  others,  that  I  am  forced  to  conclude 
their  prejudice  or  their  insanity  will  be  likely  to  shut  the  door  to  their 
conviction  of  error,  even  if  T  could  be  so  fortunate  as  to  prove,  in  the 
common  manner,  that  they  are  wrong.  Above  all  this,  I  knew  that  Mr. 
Graham  had  evidence  that  the  facts  of  Dr.  Lee — to  say  nothing  of  his 
reasonings — were  some  of  them  false  facts,  and  I  supposed  this  evidence 
would  be  published.  But  either  on  account  of  Mr.  G.'s  other  engage- 
ments, or  because  he  cannot  gain  access  to  space  enough  in  the  columns 
of  your  Journal,  or  for  some  other  reason  or  reasons,  that  evidence  seems 
to  be  slow  in  making  its  appearance  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  I  have  con- 
cluded to  take  up  my  pen  and  present  a  few  thoughts. 

The  article  signed  W#.  W*.  in  the  Journal  of  April  20,  has  also  roused 
me  to  the  necessity  of  speaking.  For  here  are  statements  and  a  number 
of  cases,  which  will  appear,  to  a  portion  of  the  community,  as  strong,  or 
nearly  so,  as  those  of  Dr.  Lee.  I  say  such  will  be  the  result  to  a  portion 
of  readers.  I  mean  to  the  careless,  the  ignorant,  and  the  prejudiced. 
For  with  the  careful,  the  intelligent,  or  the  liberal  reader,  can  such  a 
communication  have  much  weight  ?  Will  he  even  trust  much  in  a  few 
loose  statements  of  facts,  from  a  man  whose  general  reasoning  is  so  loose  ? 
Or  rather  can  he  put  any  confidence  in  a  writer,  who,  while  he  raves 
against  Grahamism  as  a  cause  of  insanity,  gives  us  such  a  tissue  of  mere 
dogmatisms  as  a  sane  man,  in  a  cause  which  he  believes  to  be  righteous, 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of? 

Where  is  the  evidence  that  Mr.  G.  "  forbids  flesh  to  man  in  every 
season  and  climate,"  even  when  it  would  save  him  from  starvation  ? 
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Where  is  the  evidence  that  "  when  a  man  accustomed  to  a  generous 
mixed  diet,  suddenly  puts  himself  upon  a  spare  vegetable  regimen,  a 
large  amount  of  nervous  energy,  before  directed  to  the  viscera,  is  sud- 
denly set  at  liberty,  and  may  be  concentrated  in  the  brain  or  muscles,  and 
thus  capacitate  the  individual  for  extraordinary  efforts  for  a  limited  peri- 
od ?  "  These  are  some  of  W*.  W*. 's  positions,  if  1  understand  him  ; 
and  I  am  the  more  amused  with  the  last,  because  he  seems  to  admit — a 
part  of  the  time — that  the  concentration  of  nervous  energy,  of  which  he 
speaks,  has  exactly  the  contrary  tendency.  Surely  so  wise  a  man  ought 
not  to  involve  himself  in  contradictions. 

But  where  is  the  proof  that  Mr.  G.  recommends  to  his  disciples  a 
"  spare  "  (if  by  spare  is  meant  scanty)  vegetable  diet  ?  Where  is  the 
proof  that  he  encourages  any  cheating  of  the  stomach  ? — Fraud  to  the 
stomach  !  How  ?  Admitting  Mr.  G.  were  to  restrict  his  disciples  to 
bread,  will  it  be  denied  that  bread  is  one  of  the  most  nutritious  substances 
in  nature  ?  Who  can  cheat  his  stomach  as  long  as  he  gives  it  good  bread 
enough  ?    Ridiculous  !  positively  so. 

Where  is  the  proof  that  "  emasculation  is  the  first  fruit  of  Grahamic 
fanaticism  ?  "  Is  it  in  point  to  cite  John  Wesley's  case,  when  Ireland 
can  produce  millions  of  potatoe  eaters,  who  propagate — to  say  the  least 
of  them — vigorous  bodies  ?  How  can  a  man  who  has  ever  considered, 
for  one  moment,  the  condition  of  millions  of  laborers  in  Ireland,  Germa- 
ny, Poland,  Sweden,  and  other  northern  nations  of  Europe,  have  the 
effrontery  to  stand  up  before  the  world  in  a  respectable  Journal  and  say 
that  "  none  but  the  most  vigorous  can  endure,  for  many  years,  extraordi- 
nary exertions  and  a  bread  and  water  diet  ?  " 

Lastly,  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  W*.  W*.  whether  the  vegetable 
eating  millions  of  northern  and  middle  Europe — saying  nothing,  again,  of 
those  of  hot  climates — are  particularly  subject  to  insanity  ;  and  if  not, 
why  this  should  happen,  admitting  the  truth  of  his  principles. 

I  will  not  now  take  up  W#.  W#.'s  cases,  although,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  they  appear  to  me  so  loose  and  so  obviously  inconclusive,  that 
they  cannot  with  thinking  men  have  much  weight.  Indeed  I  begin  to 
feel  ashamed  that  I  took  up  pen  at  all.  But  the  truth  is,  that  when  I 
began  to  write,  I  thought  the  article  of  W*.  W#.  had  at  least  the  appear- 
ance of  candor  and  sincerity.  The  more  I  look  at  it,  however,  the  more 
weak  it  appears  ;  and  I  most  earnestly  hope,  for  the  honor  of  an  honora- 
ble profession,  that  if  the  writer  continues  to  vent  his  spleen  in  this  man- 
ner, he  will  remain  incognito. 

One  word  more,  Mr.  Editor,  and  I  have  done  for  the  present.  I  have 
studied  man,  as  a  common  student  of  nature,  thirty  years;  and  as  a  phy- 
siologist, about  half  as  long.  I  have  seen  great  numbers  of  vegetable 
eaters,  and  watched  their  progress  from  childhood  to  middle  age.  I  have 
seen  sudden  changes  from  animal  to  vegetable  food  exclusively,  and 
watched  the  effects  for  two,  four,  and  six  years.  I  have  watched  these 
effects,  too,  as  a  professional  observer,  and  not  in  so  limited  a  sphere  as 
some  might  suppose. — I  abstained  suddenly,  about  six  years  ago,  from 
animal  food,  and  from  all  fermented,  narcotic,  and  alcoholic  drinks;  and 
have  confined  myself,  to  this  hour,  to  vegetable  food  and  water;  and  this, 
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too,  amid  great  labor  and  fatigue  of  body  and  mind.  T  have  moreover 
done  it  not  only  without  loss,  but,  in  the  judgment  of  some  who  know 
me,  with  great  gain.  Whether  I  am  tending  to  insanity,  1  leave  to 
the  public  to  decide.  Wm„  A.  Alcott. 

Boston,  April  29,  1836. 


CONTRIBUTIONS    TO  PATHOLOGY. 

BY  LUTHER  V.   BELL,  M.D.   OF  DERRY,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — Continued  from  p.  64. J 

In  my  little  work  on  Smallpox,  &c.  I  have  detailed  a  considerable 
number  of  facts,  deduced  from  personal  experience  in  this  disease,  as  it 
has  prevailed  amidst  the  sparse  population  of  the  country — a  situation 
peculiarly  adapted  for  the  investigation  of  the  degree  of  communicability, 
period  of  incubation,  co-existence,  or  separate  appearance  of  variola  and 
varicella,  and  several  other  interesting  points  in  this  class  of  diseases. 
Some  other,  to  me  at  least,  original  observations  have  presented  them- 
selves, which  being  without  the  range  of  topics  there  referred  to,  I  beg 
leave  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  profession  in  this  Journal. 

XI. — In  about  seventy  cases  of  various  forms  and  degrees  of  smallpox 
which  I  attended  within  the  year  ending  in  May,  1335,  the  number  of 
deaths  was  eleven.  Of  these,  only  two  were  persons  whose  habits,  as 
respects  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  were  temperate.  One  of  these  was  a 
child  three  weeks  old,  seen  late  in  the  disease  ;  the  other  a  young  woman 
of  eighteen,  who  died  on  the  27th  or  28th  day  of  the  eruption,  from  pul- 
monary inflammation,  the  sequela  of  the  disease,  rather  than  from  small- 
pox itself.  Such  was  the  destruction  of  the  cutaneous  structure  in  this 
case,  that  the  entire  tegument  of  the  nose  separated  in  one  mask-like 
shape. 

As  a  striking  illustration  of  the  indomitable  nature  of  the  propensity 
for  stimulating  drinks,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  most  of  these  individuals 
who  fell  victims,  were  admonished  daily  and  urgently  of  the  inevitable 
fate  which  awaited  them  if  they  persisted  in  stimulation.  Unappalled  by 
the  warning,  or  the  still  more  fearful  example  of  sickness  and  death 
around  them,  they  did  persist;  continued  to  obtain  spirit  clandestinely, 
and  cider  by  force  and  trespass,  and  were  destroyed,  as  had  been  too 
certainly  predicted. 

The  occasion  of  a  fatal  result  in  these  subjects  was  manifold  and  ob- 
vious. The  cutaneous  capillary  circulation,  from  their  habits,  was  so 
unnaturally  increased,  that  the  eruption  was  uniformly  very  heavy,  gene- 
rally confluent ;  the  nervous  system  was  so  deranged  that  the  irritability 
and  constitutional  sympathy  were  prodigiously  augmented  ;  the  recupera- 
tive forces  of  the  system  seemed  nearly  annihilated — the  pustules  never 
filled,  but  remained  flat  and  lividly  discolored  ;  those  on  the  face  never 
emerging  from  the  deep  erysipelatous  red  which  eventually  gave  place 
to  a  general  pallid  hue.  In  short,  the  primary  violence  and  subsequent 
prostration  and  malignancy  were  incomparably  more  marked  than  in  even 
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the  fatal  confluent  forms  I  had  in  former  years  witnessed.  Tn  no  malady, 
after  having  been  in  the  habit  of  witnessing  disease  for  near  ten  years, 
and  part  of  that  period  pretty  extensively,  have  I  seen  the  injurious 
influences  of  ardent  spirit  so  strikingly  illustrated  as  in  smallpox. 

XII.  — Consequent  upon  the  general  vaccinations,  which,  as  if  to  illus- 
trate an  ancient  proverb,  have  been  customary  after  the  irruption  of 
smallpox  in  a  neighborhood,  a  kind  of  cutaneous  eruption  has  been  re- 
peatedly noticed,  which  proved  very  obstinate  and  troublesome.  Can 
the  experienced  editor  of  this  Journal,  or  any  of  his  correspondents,  if 
they  ever  have  noticed  such  circumstance,  give  an  explanation  ?  A  large 
portion  of  those  vaccinated  at  Candia,  N.  H.  and  its  vicinity,  last  year, 
presented  this  unpleasant  result,  though  the  virus  employed  was  from 
various  sources,  and  in  part,  at  least,  as  I  was  credibly  informed,  taken 
from  young  children  who  never  before  or  after  labored  under  any  cuta- 
neous affection.  I  also  noticed  this  the  year  before,  at  Londonderry, 
N.  H.  where  I  was  engaged.  Ts  it  a  modification  of,  or  something  ap- 
pertaining to,  the  vaccine  disease,  or  is  it  the  result  of  an  inoculation  of  a 
virus  of  its  own  ?  ft  is  evidently  not  contagious  by  contact,  like  psora, 
which  in  some  other  characteristics  it  resembles. 

XIII.  — A  young  man  of  Candia,  named  Bean  Smith,  who  had  never 
been  vaccinated,  wras  exposed  to  a  case  of  confluent  smallpox  for  a  num- 
ber of  days  ;  was  then  vaccinated,  and,  as  is  common  w  hilst  in  a  variolous 
atmosphere,  was  found  insusceptible  to  the  vaccine  virus  on  repeated 
insertions.  In  about  eighteen  days,  he  was  seized  with  all  the  usual 
premonitory  symptoms  of  smallpox,  coldness  of  the  hands  and  feet,  lum- 
bar pains,  &c.  &c.  as  well  marked  as  are  ever  witnessed.  No  doubt 
was  felt  but  that  he  was  about  to  have  the  disease  in  the  natural  way. 
After  these  constitutional  symptoms  had  prevailed  for  about  the  usual 
period,  before  an  eruption  in  the  ordinary  course  should  have  made  its 
appearance,  they  subsided  without  a  single  papula,  vesicle  or  pustule. 
The  vaccination  never  took,  nor  did  he  afterwards  have  any  disease, 
though  he  continued  to  be  exposed  for  weeks  to  a  highly  infected  atmos- 
phere. Are  we  not  justified,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  in 
the  belief  that  the  disease  went,  as  it  were,  silently  through  his  system  ? 
As  we  know  that  a  single  pustule  only  is  sometimes  produced  after  vari- 
olous inoculation,  the  entire  absence  of  the  cutaneous  eruption  is  not 
impossible,  though  I  have  not  found  any  similar  circumstance  on  record. 

XIV.  — How  long  will  the  contagion  of  smallpox  exist  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances  in  which  the  fomites  can  be  placed  ?  You  have 
succeeded,  Mr.  Editor,  in  continuing  the  vaccine  virus  to  a  length  of 
time  before  unknown,  I  believe,  in  the  instance  in  a  late  editorial  notice, 
but  this  period  is  comparatively  short  contrasted  with  the  variolous  infec- 
tion. That  it  exists  for  more  than  one  year  is  evident  from  the  fact  of 
the  European  rags  being  its  nucleus,  or  rather  nidus,  in  repeated  epide- 
mics. I  have  been  informed,  by  an  accurate  and  credible  authority, 
of  an  instance  in  which  the  hearth-stone  of  an  old  house,  used  some 
20  years  previous  as  an  inoculating  hospital,  was  removed,  and  from  that 
source  the  smallpox  commenced.  In  a  letter  with  which  1  have  been 
lately  honored  from  the  distinguished  gentleman,  known,  I  believe,  to 
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your  readers  under  the  signature  of  "  W."  amongst  several  interesting 
facts  relative  to  variolous  diseases,  of  which  I  hope,  hereafter,  to  take 
advantage,  he  gives  the  following  case.  "  I  was  riding  with  a  medical 
friend  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  N.  Y.  On  passing  the  ruins  of  a 
small  house,  he  remarked  that  the  dwelling  had  been  used  as  a  smallpox 
hospital  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  years  before  ;  a  number  of  men  had  the 
season  previous  been  employed  in  taking  it  down  ;  three  of  whom,  if  I 
recollect  rightly,  were  attacked  with  the  smallpox.'' 
April,  1836. 

[To  be  continued.] 


CUT   THE  KNOT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Alexander  said,  that  it  answered  just  as  well  to  cut  the  Gordian 
knot,  as  to  untie  it.  I  think  it  was  much  the  better  course.  If  he  had 
attempted  to  unravel  all  its  intricacies,  he  would  probably  have  got  into  a 
worse  snarl  than  the  knot  itself.  In  many  things,  it  is  a  much  wiser 
course  to  cut  the  knot  at  once,  than  to  puzzle  ourselves  in  attempting  to 
untie  it.  This  rule,  perhaps,  will  apply  to  every  case  of  barefaced  ab- 
surdity. After  Hahnemann  has  so  far  diluted  a  medicine,  that  an  ounce 
of  the  fluid  does  not  probably  contain  a  duodecillionth  part  of  a  drop,  he 
cautions  against  shaking  the  vial  containing  the  article  too  much,  lest  his 
remedy  should  become  too  strong  and  active  !  Here,  I  instantly  cut  the 
knot,  because  common  sense  declares  Hahnemann  to  be  either  dishonest 
or  insane.  If  we  do  not  take  this  summary  course,  but  allow  ourselves 
to  be  led  by  him  through  all  his  mysterious  mazes,  we  shall  soon  be  lia- 
ble to  be  so  perplexed  as  to  become  dishonest  or  insane  ourselves.  No, 
I  say,  obsta  principiis,  the  moment  that  we  meet  with  a  palpable  ab- 
surdity. 

Ultraism  of  every  sort,  if  not  a  species  of  dishonesty,  is  a  kind  of  mania 
quoad  hoc,  that  is  best  met,  and  most  surely  put  down,  by  cutting  the 
knot.  In  fact,  it  is  often  unsafe  to  dispute  it,  as  we  are  liable  to  become 
ourselves  so  excited  as  to  run  into  the  opposite  extreme,  and  attempt  to 
put  out  fire  by  fire.  Whenever  w7e  hear,  therefore,  a  man  who  pretends 
to  be  a  christian,  dispute  the  propriety  of  eating  animal  food,  or  the  law- 
fulness of  drinking  wine  at  a  wedding,  or  of  employing  it  in  the  eucharist, 
we  are  certain  that,  in  these  particulars,  he  is  either  dishonest  or  insane. 
Time  is  worse  than  lost  in  discussing  such  questions,  and  in  attempting 
to  disentangle  them  from  the  sophistry  by  which  they  are  maintained,  in 
opposition  to  scripture  and  common  sense. 

The  same  principle  applies  to  every  description  of  juggling.  It  is 
enough  for  us  to  know  that  it  is  a  farce  ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  pry 
into  the  legerdemain  by  which  the  illusion  is  produced.  When  it  is 
asserted,  and  even  proved,  that  a  person  appears  to  be  able  to  see  an 
object  through  the  back  of  his  head,  to  read  through  an  opaque  substance, 
or  to  reveal  secrets  which  have  never  been  communicated  to  him,  it  is 
much  the  preferable  way  to  declare,  at  once,  that  there  is  a  gross  impo« 
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sition.  In  all  these  cases,  and  many  others  of  the  kind,  if  we  do  not 
instantly  cut  the  knot,  we  are  in  the  end  very  apt  to  be  duped  ourselves. 

In  general,  it  is  probably  the  best  method  to  take  for  granted  that  the 
phenomena  have  apparently  existed.  It  is  impossible  to  say  to  what 
extent  illusion  may  be  carried.  If  we  begin  by  doubting  or  denying  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement,  with  respect  to  the  mysterious  appearances, 
we  are  very  likely  to  be  overwhelmed  by  testimony,  and  find  that  they 
unquestionably  appeared  to  be  real.  In  perceiving  ourselves  mistaken 
upon  this  point,  we  become  confounded,  and  are  prepared  to  consider 
that  a  new  law  in  nature  has  been  discovered.  As  in  attempted  seduc- 
tion, "  she  who  deliberates  is  lost,"  so  it  is  often  equally  dangerous  to 
tamper  with  an  unphilosophical  phenomenon.  It  is  enough  to  perceive 
that  it  is  unphilosophical,  and  it  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  endeavor  to 
discover  in  what  the  delusion  consists,  or  how  the  wires  of  the  puppet- 
show  are  managed. 

We  fancy  ourselves  to  be  living  in  the  most  rational  and  philosophical 
age  of  the  world,  and  yet,  perhaps,  mankind  were  never  more  liable  to 
be  gulled  than  at  the  present  day.  Almost  everything  is  attempted  to 
be  carried  by  enlisting  the  feelings  and  passions.  Sober  reason  seems  to 
be  too  cool  and  tame,  and  little  is  esteemed  that  does  not  produce  ex- 
citement. To  catch  the  attention,  therefore,  we  must  have  something 
strange,  marvellous,  or  mysterious,  something  which  is  opposed  to  the 
experience  and  philosophy  of  common  sense.  Controversy  is  itself  a 
great  source  of  excitement,  and  generally  the  authors  and  diffusers  of  ab- 
surdity*, upon  this  principle,  are  pleased  when  they  produce  a  polemic 
contest.  It  makes  them  known,  and  by  effecting  an  excitement,  they 
a*re  pretty  sure  to  make  converts.  If  we  would  simply  cut  the  knot,  by 
declaring  their  vagaries  to  be  absurd,  and  then  let  them  alone,  they  would 
sooii  fall  of  themselves.  A  system  that  has  been  built  up  in  opposition 
,  to  reason,  cannot  be  pulled  down  by  a  process  of  reasoning.  Its  abettor, 
when  he  is  honest,  is  so  far  a  monomaniac,  and  must  be  treated  upon  the 
same  principles,  as  those  by  which  analogous  species  of  insanity  are 
cured,  if  he  can  ever  be  expected  to  recover  from  his  delusion. 

In  many  cases  it  is  the  best  course,  in  fact  it  is  the  only  proper  way, 
to  cut  the  knot  at  once,  or  perhaps  to  let  it  entirely  alone,  without  per- 
plexing ourselves  in  attempting  to  unravel  its  intricacies.  It  is  always 
unprofitable  to  dispute  with  a  man  who  is  in  a  passion,  since  it  is  sure  to 
make  no  good  impression  on  him  ;  and  it  is  dangerous  for  us,  because  we 
are  liable  to  become  angry  on  our  part,  and  thus  expose  a  good  cause  by 
throwing  ourselves  in  the  wrong.  We  are  frequently  in  the  same  dan- 
ger, when  we  attempt  to  refute  any  philosophical,  moral,  or  religious 
absurdity.  If  we  have  mildness,  calmness,  and  address  enough,  to  catch 
the  attention  of  the  victim  of  absurdity,  we  may  possibly  teach  him,  and 
lead  him  gradually  into  the  right  way,  so  that  his  hallucination  may  leave 
him  of  course  ;  but  we  can  never  expect  to  remove  his  delusion  by  a  di- 
rect process  of  argumentation. 

Most  of  the  proselytes  to  every  description  of  fanaticism  are  ensnared 
before  they  are  aware  of  their  danger.  Having  itching  ears,  as  a  matter 
of  curiosity,  they  put  themselves  voluntarily  in  the  way  of  being  cheated 
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out  of  their  rational  faculties.  It  is  difficult  to  remain  long  in  the  region 
of  mystery,  without  being  enveloped  in  its  fog.  An  eminent  physician 
once  said,  that  he  went  to  see  the  evil  spirit,  and  behold  it  appeared.  Tn 
other  words,  he  supposed  he  was  going  to  see  a  delusion,  and  yet  it  run 
away  with  him,  and  for  the  time  being  he  mistook  it  for  a  reality.  In 
popular  language,  the  magician  casts  a  mist  over  the  eyes  of  his  specta- 
tors, and  then  easily  leads  them  to  credit  any  absurdity  he  pleases. 

The  same  principles  apply,  whether  the  delusion  is  epidemic,  endemic, 
or  sporadic.  By  coming  in  contact  with  it,  if  it  is  listened  to  seriously, 
either  as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  or  to  detect  it,  or  to  confute  it,  it  is  very 
apt  to  become  contagious.  The  best  rule  is,  leave  off  contention  before 
it  be  meddled  with,  or  to  observe  the  injunction,  touch  not,  taste  not, 
handle  not.  As  we  have  not  created  the  delusion,  we  are  not  bound  to 
follow  it  in  all  its  ramifications.  If  it  is  obvious  that  imposition  exists 
somewhere,  it  is  generally  useless  for  us  to  endeavor  to  trace  it  through 
all  its  windings. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  well-informed  and  well-balanced  mind  may 
find  many  things  useful  that  are  blended  with  the  most  extensive  systems 
of  absurdity,  though  the  two  grains  of  wheat  may  scarcely  repay  for  win- 
nowing the  two  bushels  of  chaff.  In  Hahnemann's  Organon,  his  preli- 
minary remarks  upon  the  fashionable  European  practice  of  physic,  contain 
very  many  excellent  ideas,  which  ought  to  be  forcibly  impressed  upon 
every  practitioner.  But  for  readers  in  general,  the  truth  interspersed  in 
the  work  makes  it  so  much  the  more  dangerous,  as  they  are  apt  to  ac- 
quire such  an  interest,  as  scarcely  to  allow  themselves  to  imagine  that  an 
author,  who  says  so  much  which  is  valuable,  could  possibly  be  guilty  of 
the  most  palpable  absurdity.  A  popular  work  upon  dietetics,  which  has 
turned  the  heads  and  injured  the  stomachs  of  so  many  of  the  faculties 
and  students  of  our  literary  institutions,  is  very  well  worth  the  perusal  of 
the  intelligent  physician.  The  great  difficulty  is,  that  most  readers  can- 
not separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff ;  or  rather  they,  with  the  author, 
mistake  exceptions  for  general  rules,  and  consider  what  may  be  proper 
for  individuals,  as  principles  of  universal  application. 

A  general  plan  of  living  can  never  be  a  very  bad  one,  where,  as  in 
New  England,  one  in  seven,  perhaps  one  in  six,  of  all  persons  that  are 
born,  lives  to  seventy  years,  and  where,  in  the  whole  population,  the 
ratio  of  annual  mortality  is  somewhere  between  one  in  fifty  and  one  in 
seventy.  Surely,  in  such  cases,  much  circumspection  is  necessary  be- 
fore adopting  any  great  and  sudden  change. 

We  can  hardly  be  on  safe  ground,  when  listening  patiently  to  a  palpa- 
ble absurdity,  or  when  we  voluntarily  countenance  it  by  our  presence. 
The  injunction,  prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,  like  most 
other  general  propositions,  has  its  exceptions,  limitations,  and  qualifica- 
tions. It  can  never  be  construed  to  mean,  that  we  should  attempt  to 
prove,  or  try,  that  which  is  positively  wrong. 

That  which  is  marvellous,  mysterious,  or  strange,  always  catches  the 
vulgar,  whose  taste  is  more  gratified  by  the  farce,  than  by  the  dramatic 
representation  which  is  faithful  to  nature.  Men  of  cultivated  minds 
should  get  the  better  of  this  propensity  to  trickery  and  juggling.  Besides 
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not  countenancing  it  by  their  presence,  they  ought  not,  generally,  to  dig- 
nify it  by  combating  it  with  serious  argument.  Periodicals  designed  to 
convey  information,  and  to  lead  the  public  taste,  should  perhaps  slightly 
notice  current  absurdities,  as  a  matter  of  record  ;  but  they  ought  to  be- 
ware how  they  contribute  to  diffuse  them,  under  the  deceptive  appear- 
ance of  candor  to  all  parties.  The  story  of  the  thief,  who  took  his  first 
lesson  in  stealing,  from  his  minister's  minute  commentary  on  the  eighth 
commandment,  is  well  known. 

An  eccentric  man  likes  the  notoriety  which  proceeds  from  a  public 
discussion  of  his  absurdities  ;  he  is  therefore  well  pleased  when  thus  op- 
posed ;  and  even  if  he  is  a  little  persecuted,  it  is  better  for  him  still.  A 
bad  eminence  has  much  greater  charms  for  him,  than  a  just  level.  No 
absurdity  is  too  great,  provided  the  author  can  find  followers  or  opposers 
enough  to  bring  him  into  notice. 

"  To  reign  is  worth  ambition,  though  in  hell  ; 
Better  to  reign  in  hell,  than  serve  in  heaven." 

It  is  believed  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  absurdities,  which  have 
much  currency  in  the  world,  owe  a  very  considerable  part  of  their  diffu- 
sion to  the  real  imprudence  of  those  who  see  through  their  fallacy,  but 
have  not  discretion  to  determine  when  it  is  proper  to  cut  the  knot. 

April  24,  1836.  Zeno. 


MORISON'S    HYGEIAN  PILLS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Seeing  an  account,  in  one  of  your  late  numbers,  of  the  death  of  a 
patient  from  the  use  of  Morison's  Hygeinic  Pills,  I  am  induced  to  send 
you  the  following  notice  of  them  from  "  Colton's  Four  Years  in  Great 
Britain."  From  the  closing  observation  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
numerous  individuals  have  paid  for  their  credulity  with  their  lives.  Is  it 
not  astonishing,  that  while  the  nations  on  the  continent  of  Europe  have 
suppressed  by  law  the  vending  or  advertising  of  such  patent  medicines, 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  those  two  enlightened  and  liberal 
governments,  should  patronize  them  to  an  extent  almost  beyond  human 
calculation  ?  The  auri  sacra  fames  seems  to  be  here  predominant  over 
life  itself.  S.  W.  Williams. 

Beer  field,  Mass.  March  19,  1836. 

"  The  celebrated  empiric,  Dr.  Morison,  pays  to  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  upwards  of  7000  pounds  (,$33,600)  a  year,  in  the  way  of 
tax  of  three  half  pence  on  each  pill  box.  His  boxes  are  of  two  sizes  ; 
one  retails  at  a  shilling,  and  the  other  at  sixpence.  Suppose  he  sells  an 
equal  number  of  boxes,  which  would  make  the  average  per  box  eight 
pence  ;  allow  for  tax,  materials  and  making  of  the  pills,  and  discount  for 
the  trade  four  pence,  the  not  profit  to  himself  would  then  be  £37,666, 
or  $180,796  annually!  The  professional  practice  of  Mr.  Brodie,  Sa- 
ville  Street,  Serjeant  surgeon  to  the  king,  has  been  stated  by  creditable 
authority  to  be  £15,000  or  $42,000  a  year.  In  reputation  as  a  surgeon, 
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Dr.  Brodie  is  only  second  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  How  much  more  pro- 
fitable is  empiricism  than  science  and  art,  and  some  of  the  greatest  for- 
tunes in  Europe  have  been  made  by  the  manufacture  of  boot  blacking. 
What  a  quantity  must  have  been  sold  in  London  to  afford  an  advertising 
bill  for  Warren's  blacking  of  £250,000,  or  1,200,000  dollars,  annually. 
Yet  such  is  the  fact. 

"  Sir  John  Long's  recipe  was  left  sealed  by  him,  price  ten  thousand 
pounds,  not  being  opened  before  bought.  It  has  been  taken  on  the  terms 
of  his  will  ; — a  pig  in  the  poke. 

"  It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  careless  and  imperfect  mixing  of  the 
ingredients  of  Morison's  pills,  often  leaves  the  powerful  agents  in  one 
part  of  the  mess,  before  it  is  made  into  pills,  which  kills  those  who  hap- 
pen to  have  a  box  of  that  portion — while  the  rest  may  be  swallowed 
with  as  much  impunity  as  so  many  bits  of  dough  from  the  kneading 
trough. " 

[In  connection  with  the  preceding  from  our  correspondent,  we  beg 
leave  to  present  the  following  remarks  by  Dr.  Johnson,  editor  of  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Review.] 

Scarcely  a  day  passes  without  instances  occurring  of  a  serious  mischief 
from  the  preposterous  use  or  abuse  of  this  quack  medicine  !  These 
events,  however,  make  but  a  very  trifling  and  local  impression  on  the 
few  who  become  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case.  It  is  only  when 
a  judicial  inquiry  takes  place,  and  the  attention  of  the  public  is  attracted 
to  the  subject,  that  much  check  is  given  to  the  suicidal  consumption  of 
the  nostrum  in  question.  We  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
manufacture  of  "  Morison's  pills  "  has  experienced  a  considerable  dimi- 
nution by  the  late  inquest  and  trial  at  Manchester.  We  are  disposed  to 
think  that  a  blow  of  no  small  force  has,  still  more  recently,  been  given  to 
the  preposterous  manifestos  of  the  Hygeist,  by  the  inquest  in  Clarence 
Gardens. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  verdict  was  correct.  Not  that  we 
suppose  there  is  any  ingredient  in  this  nostrum  of  a  poisonous  nature  ; 
but  that  the  venal  recommendation  to  employ  the  pills  in  all  diseases, 
leads  to  such  an  indiscriminate  ingurgitation  of  them,  that  a  certain  per 
centage  of  death  must  be  the  inevitable  result. 

Here  lies  the  great  moral  responsibility  !  What  a  self-immolated  host 
of  victims  must  greet  the  Hygeist  on  the  banks  of  the  Styx,  and  deafen 
old  Charon  himself,  while  wafting  the  affrighted  ghost  to  the  regions  of 
Tartarus  !  Poor  Mr.  M'Kerrell  narrowly  escaped  a  verdict  of  Felo- 
de-se,  for  taking  Prussic  acid  ;  and  yet  thousands  of  infatuated  people, 
in  this  country,  are  not  considered  insane,  although  they  swallow  quack 
medicines  which  are  as  certainly  fatal  as,  though  far  more  painful  in  ope- 
ration than,  Prussic  Acid  ! 

"  Q.uem  Deus  vult  perdere  prius  dementat." 

The  verdicts  on  such  occasions,  ought,  strictly  speaking,  to  be — "  Suicide 
committed  during  temporary  insanity  respecting  Morison's  pills." 
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HARLAN'S  MEDICAL  AND  PHYSICAL  RESEARCHES. 

A  large  octavo  has  been  lying  before  us  several  weeks,  the  production 
of  Richard  Harlan,  M.D.  of  Philadelphia,  a  gentleman  whose  industry  in 
the  pursuits  of  science  ,  has  become  proverbial.  A  considerable  part  of 
the  volume  is  made  up  of  a  series  of  papers  upon  various  subjects,  which 
appear  to  have  been  written  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances,  and  the 
author's  inclination  to  investigate  particular  domains  of  natural  history, 
permitted.  Although  those  inquiries  which  are  strictly  medical,  discover 
a  devotedness  to  the  profession  and  an  ardent  love  for  the  advancement 
of  the  true  principles  of  medical  philosophy,  the  strength  of  Dr.  Harlan's 
mind  has  evidently  been  exerted  in  that  great  field  in  which  Cuvier  laid 
the  deep  foundations  of  his  fame.  A  mere  examination  of  the  plates, 
unaccompanied  by  explanations,  would  exhibit  sufficient  evidence  to  show 
that  the  man  who  could  establish  order  in  the  chaos  of  fossil  American 
bones  of  extinct  races  of  animals,  whose  perishing  remains  are  but  de- 
faced fragments,  is  competent  to  conduct  the  highest  order  of  inquiries 
in  that  interesting  department.  The  accuracy  with  which  several  anato- 
mical examinations  were  conducted,  in  the  dissection  of  ourang  outangs, 
and  the  new  and  often  striking  remarks  which  are  interspersed  through 
the  text,  are  testimonials  of  sufficient  strength  to  convince  the  reader 
that  Dr.  Harlan  leaves  no  opportunity  unimproved  to  register  the  facts 
he  has  discovered  for  the  benefit  of  those  pursuing  a  similar  course  of 
studies.  Were  it  our  purpose  expressly  to  review  this  finely  executed 
volume,  its  defects  would  necessarily  require  a  distinct  examination  ;  but 
not  wishing  to  find  fault  with  what  could  not  be  bettered  at  our  hands, 
nor  essentially  altered  by  any  ingenuity  which  might  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  it,  we  are  happy  to  say  that,  as  a  whole,  it  is  creditable  to  the  lite- 
rary and  scientific  accuracy  of  the  author.  As  a  reference,  future  natu- 
ralists will  be  obliged  to  consult  it,  and  the  libraries  of  physicians  would 
be  permanently  enriched  by  its  possession. 

Book-making  has  become  a  trade,  perfectly  understood  in  all  its  de- 
tails :  but  the  business  of  incorporating  common  sense,  truth  and  useful 
knowledge,  requires  sotnething  more  than  an  ordinary  mind.  Nothing 
like  compilation  is  discoverable  here.  In  the  first  place,  careful  obser- 
vations have  been  carefully  arranged,  and  have  a  nobler  purpose  in  view 
than  to  enlarge  the  length,  breadth  and  diameter  of  the  learned  writer's 
money-drawer.  That  he  may  not  be  actually  discouraged,  and  wholly 
refuse,  at  a  future  time,  to  continue  those  researches  which  are  so  emi- 
nently calculated  to  raise  the  character  of  American  naturalists,  the  pre- 
sent edition  should  be  extensively  patronized.  All  public  libraries,  cer- 
tainly, should  receive  a  copy.  But  these  are  only  preliminary  observa- 
tions, to  be  followed  at  another  day  by  specific  examinations  of  the  pro- 
minent articles  referred  to  in  the  index. 
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Since  reading  a  debate  before  the  House  of  Commons,  which  took  place 
on  the  1st  of  March,  upon  the  inadequacy  of  the  compensation  allowed 
medical  witnesses,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  reform  is  quite 
as  much  needed  here,  in  that  respect,  as  in  England.  A  professional 
man's  testimony,  under  certain  circumstances,  is  imperatively  necessary 
— and  yet  the  law  metes  out  a  fee  that  falls  entirely  below  the  worth  of 
his  time.  A  whole  day's  labor,  critical  analyses,  and  written  opinions, 
by  which  a  jury  could  be  exclusively  guided,  are  paid  for  most  niggardly, 
if  at  all.  A  stupid  dolt,  who  cannot  answer  a  plain  question,  understand- 
ingly,  gets  just  as  much  for  the  use  of  his  ignorance  before  an  inquest,  or 
a  court  of  judicature,  as  would  Dr.  Physick  or  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  This 
is  the  second  effort  we  have  made  to  rouse  physicians  to  a  sense  of  their 
rights.  If  they  do  not  assert  and  maintain  them,  no  one  else  will.  Mas- 
sachusetts is  not  the  only  place  where  professional  learning  is  sold  by  the 
lump,  in  cases  of  immense  importance,  involving  the  life  of  a  fellow  be- 
ing ;  other  States  are  equally  remiss  in  sustaining  and  patronizing  scien- 
tific acquirements,  when  the  Commonwealth  requires  their  aid.  Instances 
without  number  might  be  collected,  to  show  that  an  active  practitioner 
has  been  kept,  day  after  day,  dancing  attendance  on  a  county  court,  to 
the  total  neglect  of  all  other  business — for  which  he  could  obtain  but  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  day.  This  is  a  sacrifice  altogether  abomi- 
nable, which  might  have  a  remedy.  Why  would  it  not  be  wise  to  begin 
to  collect  names  for  a  petition,  in  season  for  the  next  legislature,  expressly 
praying  for  a  modification  of  the  present  law,  that  they  might  draw  from 
the  treasury  an  equivalent  for  their  time  and  services  ? 


BRANDETHS  PILLS. 

In  the  course  of  a  leisure  walk,  the  other  day,  through  Spruce  Street, 
New  York,  we  were  transfixed  at  the  sight  of  a  mammoth  sign,  running 
nearly  the  whole  broad  side  of  a  neat  little  brick  edifice,  bearing  the  fol- 
lowing words,  in  equally  disproportionate  size — "  Dr.  BrandetlVs  Central 
City  Office  for  the  sale  of  his  grandfather's  Vegetable  Universal  Pills  : — 
price  25  cents.  No.  1,  Spruce  Street.  Where  the  branches  of  this  nu- 
cleus of  medical  imposition  were  located,  the  directory  does  not  particu- 
larize. While  copying  the  inscription,  a  tall,  gaunt  tatterdemalion,  whose 
very  expression  showed  that  he  was  the  victim  of  knaves,  came  out  of 
the  premises.  Between  quacks  and  bar-keepers,  he  had  doubtless  parted 
with  both  money  and  health.  As  he  graduated  his  steps  from  the  thresh- 
old, there  was  plainly  to  be  seen,  in  one  hand,  a  box — probably  direct 
from  the  vegetable  laboratory  of  Dr.  Brandeth's  grandfather.  How  man- 
kind can  be  so  constantly  imposed  upon,  is  one  of  the  most  unaccountable 
things  in  nature.  Adventurers  from  Europe,  of  the  very  lowest  grade, 
who  could  never  have  been  trusted  in  a  gentleman's  kitchen  at  home,  are 
thriving  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  by  the  sale  of 
quack  medicines,  with  more  certainty  of  success  than  the  most  eminent 
merchants.  They  seem  to  have  ascertained  the  gullible  character  of  the 
people,  and  reap  an  immense  profit  by  imposing  upon  them.  Their  pills, 
like  rifle  bullets,  are  sure  to  do  execution.  It  is  really  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  the  municipal  authorities  of  New  York  do  not  license  the  igno- 
rant pretenders  to  physic  : — the  revenues  from  that  source  would  equal 
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the  tax  on  auctioneers.  At  this  time,  in  Boston,  beside  Thomsonian 
steam  mills  for  equalizing  the  population,  there  are  pill-sellers,  the  suc- 
cessors of  Mrs.  Motte  (the  gifted  lady  of  shampooing  memory),  seventh 
sons,  ninth  female,  veiled  faces,  and  numerous  other  pretenders,  all  de- 
voted to  the  philanthropic  business  of  prolonging  human  life,  for  which 
they  only  demand  the  last  dollar  their  devoted,  humble,  stupid  followers, 
can  raise.  But  the  trade  of  quacking,  in  all  its  ramifications,  flourishes 
with  undiminished  emolument.  New  York  only  excels  Boston  in  this 
particular  department  of  trade,  in  the  magnitude  of  its  operations,  the 
unblushing  effrontery  of  its  quacks,  and  the  boldness  with  which  they 
obtrude  themselves  into  streets  that  were  formerly  respectable.  They 
shall  have  W.  directly,  the  last  imported  knave,  who  makes  winding  stairs 
of  quarto  bibles  to  wend  himself  into  notoriety. 


Dignified  Consistency. — The  governors  of  the  London  Fever  Hospital 
— an  institution  of  high  reputation— at  a  special  meeting,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  at  which  four  hundred  persons  were  present,  removed  Mr.  Hentsch, 
the  house  surgeon,  from  his  office,  in  consequence  of  his  having  given  a 
written  testimonial  in  favor  of  a  quack  medicine.  A  resolution  was 
brought  forward,  also,  to  remove  Mr.  Tweedie  from  the  post  of  chief  sur- 
geon, for  a  similar  offence  ;  but  before  it  was  acted  upon,  the  meeting 
adjourned  for  one  week.  Mr.  Bransbury  Cooper  was  present,  and  de- 
fended his  professional  brethren  with  considerable  energy,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. The  further  doings  will  be  narrated  whenever  the  intelligence 
arrives. 


Apoplexy  during  Pregnancy. — The  question  was  discussed  at  a  late 
meeting  of  the  Westminster  Medical  Society,  whether  apoplexy  during 
pregnancy  was  likely  to  affect  the  child,  and  whether  utero-gestation  pro- 
ceeded after  an  attack.  Although  one  or  two  cases  had  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  several  members,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  apoplexy  at 
such  times  was  extremely  rare,  and  that  pregnancy  was  beneficial  to  the 
female  predisposed  to  apoplexy.  Dr.  Ryan  mentioned  a  case  in  which 
the  attack  was  induced  by  taking  25  drops  of  laudanum,  and,  what  is  of 
interest  in  a  medico-legal  sense,  the  delivery  was  accomplished  during 
the  state  of  insensibility. 


Antidote  for  the  Poison  of  the  Hygeian  Pills. — A  correspondent  of  the 
London  Lancet  makes  known,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  guilty  of 
the  folly  of  taking  Morison's  Pills,  a  remedy  for  the  distressing  vomiting 
and  purging  which  frequently  follow  their  use,  viz.  copious  draughts  of 
lukewarm  water,  which  will  assist  the  stomach  in  its  attempts  to  dislodge 
the  poison.  Mucilaginous  and  gelatinous  drinks,  such  as  barley-water, 
linseed  tea,  mutton  and  chicken  broth,  will  also  mitigate  the  severity  of 
the  purging,  and  afford  some  protection  to  the  internal  coat  of  the  intes- 
tines from  the  acrid  and  irritating  effects  of  the  gamboge,  aloes  and  colo- 
cynth,  which  are  found  in  (he  pills. 


Smallpox  and  Vaccination. — Dr.  Gregory,  physician  of  the  Smallpox 
and  Vaccination  hospital,  St.  Pancras,  states  in  his  report  that  dui  in<i  the 
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last  year  144  persons  laboring  under  smallpox  were  admitted,  who  in  early- 
life  had  been  vaccinated  : — an  interval  varying  from  ten  to  thirty  years 
having  elapsed  since  their  vaccination.  The  whole  number  of  cases  in 
the  hospital  during  the  year,  was  401  ;  of  whom  89  died  and  312  were 
restored.  Of  those  previously  vaccinated,  two-thirds  had  smallpox  in  a 
modified  form,  wholly  devoid  of  danger,  and  the  mortality  in  this  class  of 
patients  hardly  amounted  to  5  in  100,  while  the  unvaccinated  perished  in 
the  proportion  of  33  to  100. 


Purgative  Seeds. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  London  Botanical  Society, 
Dr.  Sigmond  made  some  remarks  on  the  seeds  of  the  satropha  cnrcas, 
samples  of  which,  in  their  capsules,  had  been  sent  to  the  Society  by  Mr. 
Montgomery  Martin.  These  seeds,  when  ripe  and  fresh,  after  being 
slightly  roasted,  and  infused  in  spiced  wine  in  doses  of  two  or  three,  act 
as  gentle  evacuants  of  the  bowels  ;  in  larger  doses  they  are  strong  purga- 
tives, and  in  still  larger  they  are  actively  poisonous.  The  expressed  oil 
acts  in  a  similar  way,  and  two  or  three  drops,  added  to  a  dose  of  castor 
oil,  increase  its  purgative  effect.  It  has  also  been  recommended  as  an 
external  application  in  some  cutaneous  diseases,  particularly  in  itch  and 
herpetic  eruptions,  and  also  in  common  rheumatism,  and,  taken  internally, 
it  has  been  found  beneficial  in  dropsy,  apoplexy,  and  obstinate  constipa- 
tion. Some  experiments  made  by  Orfila  to  prove  the  poisonous  effects 
of  the  seeds  were  detailed.  The  effects  seem  to  depend  on  the  violent 
inflammation  produced,  and  the  sympathetic  action  of  the  nervous  system. 
The  poisonous  effects  are  more  strongly  marked  when  it  is  introduced 
into  the  stomach  than  when  applied  to  the  cellular  tissue.  It  was  sup- 
posed by  Caventon,  who  performed  some  experiments  on  these  seeds,  that 
the  oil  obtained  from  them  was,  in  every  way,  similar  to  the  croton  oil 
imported  from  India.  The  properties  of  the  two  oils  are,  however,  very 
distinct,  though  their  medicinal  effects  may,  in  general  respects,  agree. 
Dr.  Sigmond  thought  it  possible  that  the  seeds  of  the  satropha  curcas  and 
the  croton  tiglium  were  both  employed  in  the  preparation  of  the  croton 
oil,  and  that  this  fact  might  account  in  some  measure  for  the  great  varia- 
tion in  strength  of  that  medicinal  agent. — Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  case  of  aphonia,  in  a  woman  aged  22,  of  12 
months'  duration,  has  been  successfully  treated  in  England  by  the 
administration  of  tonics  and  repeated  blistering. — Mr.  Wallis  has  been 
elected  house  surgeon  to  the  North  London  Hospital,  by  concours. — 
Dublin  College  has  become  so  thoroughly  rotten,  that  its  doings  are  a 
by-word.  The  conferring  of  doctorates  upon  an  ass,  at  Aberdeen,  was 
dignified  and  appropriate,  compared  to  the  selfish  buying  and  selling, 
sponge-pocketing  operations  of  its  medical  faculty. — The  London  Medi- 
cal Society  had  their  anniversary  dinner  on  the  8th  of  March,  at  which 
Dr.  Blicked  delivered  an  oration.  Why  cannot  the  Boston  Medical  As- 
sociation dine  together  in  May  ? — Sketches  from  the  Case-Book,  to  illus- 
trate the  influence  of  the  mind  on  the  body,  by  R.  Fletcher,  surgeon,  has 
recently  been  published  in  England  ;  and  also,  a  Treatise  on  Inflamma- 
tions, by  George  Rogerson. — Dr.  Beck's  Medical  Jurisprudence  has  been 
republished  in  England,  by  Longman  &  Co.  and  others  ;  very  compli- 
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mentary  to  the  author. — Mr.  Thompson,  a  London  dentist,  has  made  a 
discovery  in  relation  to  filling  teeth,  with  a  substance  resembling  them — 
which  is  introduced  without  pain.  He  would  do  well  to  send  an  agent  to 
the  United  States. — Insanity — its  Nature  and  Causes,  and  Cure,  by  W. 
B.  JNeville,  is  announced. — Lectures  are  now  being  given  at  the  Assem- 
bly Rooms,  Poland  Street,  London,  on  Animal  Magnetism  and  Homoeo- 
pathy.— A  special  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Society 
will  be  held  at  the  Athenaeum,  this  day. — A  stated  meeting  of  the  Cen- 
sors for  the  first  medical  district,  will  meet  at  the  same  place,  on  the  19th, 
at  3  P.  M.  for  granting  licenses. — Dr.  Cobb,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in 
the  Ohio  Medical  College,  now  lecturing  at  Bowdoin  College,  will  not 
remove  from  Cincinnati,  says  the  Medical  Repository. — Dr.  Cross,  of 
the  same  institution,  is  writing  a  work  on  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics.— Major  Morgan  Neville,  on  the  1st  inst.,  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  M.D.,  and  twenty-five  medical  students  received  their  degrees 
at  the  Ohio  College,  at  the  same  time. — Three  cases  of  smallpox  have 
appeared  at  Dedham,  Mass.  The  same  disease  is  making  sad  havoc  in 
North  Carolina. — Dr.  Andrew  Combe,  author  of  the  work  on  physiology 
applied  to  health  and  education,  has  been  appointed  physician  to  the  king 
of  Belgium,  and  has  taken  up  his  residence  at  Brussels. 

Dikd — In  Newport,  R.  I.  Dr.  Alexander  P.  Moore,  aged  32. — At  South  Read- 
ing, Ms.  Dr.  John  Hart,  84. 


Wnole  ii  u  hi  Iter  of  death's  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  April  30,  23.    Males,  13— Females,  10. 

Of  consumption,  4 — child-bed,  1 — teething,  1 — infantile,  2 — rack,  1 — marasmus,  1 — old  age,  2 — 
intemperance,  1— convulsions,  2— throat  distemper,  1— typhous  fever,  1— suicide,  1— measles,  1 — 
dropsy  on  the  brain,  1.    Stillborn,  3. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.    Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 


given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry      by  Dr.  Channinq. 

On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica       -      -      -       "  Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery     -  Dr.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy        -      --      --      --      --      --      ---  Dr.  Lewis. 


The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  countiy. 

The  fees  are  $  100— to  he  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  i:i  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Chauning,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHAINING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physician  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  he 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 
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CASE  OF  MALIGNANT  FUNGUS  OF  THE  PENIS  AND  GROIN. 

BY    WILLIAM     WALLACE,    M.D.'    SURGEON     TO     THE     JERVIS- STREET,  HOSPITAL, 

DUBLIN. 

Although  very  many  fungous  and  malignant  diseases  have  recurred  to 
my  observation,  I  have  never  seen  one  more  remarkable,  whether  we 
consider  the  peculiarity  or  the  malignancy  of  its  aspect,  than  that  of  the 
servant  man  Keogh,  who  lately  died  in  Ward  6.  Picture  to  yourselves 
the  head  of  an  immense  cauliflower  seated  in  the  right  groin,  and  a 
smaller  one  on  the  side  of  the  penis,  this  organ,  as  well  as  the  scrotum, 
being  proportionably  enlarged,  and  you  will  have  an  ideal  representation 
of  the  seat,  extent,  and  form  of  the  diseased  parts. 

The  tumor  in  the  groin  was  of  a  rounded  or  oval  form,  fully  seven 
inches  long  and  five  inches  broad.  It  extended  from  within  two  inches 
of  the  spine  of  the  ilium  to  the  front  of  the  pubis,  and  from  three  inches 
above  to  two  inches  below  Poupart's  ligament.  Its  surface,  which  was 
in  general  extremely  irregular,  or  full  of  knobs  and  depressions,  presented 
about  its  middle  part  a  deeper  excavation,  which,  as  well  as  the  smaller 
depressions  or  cavities,  always  contained  a  quantity  of  a  thin,  clear,  yel- 
lowish fluid.  This  fungus,  for  I  may  well  call  it  by  that  name,  rose  in 
many  parts  fully  three  inches  higher  than  the  surrounding  skin.  The 
general  appearance  of  its  surface  was  by  no  means  unlike  that  of  the 
growth  which  often  protrudes  from  a  suppurating  testicle.  Its  color  was 
whitish,  broken  up  by  brownish  red  patches,  by  patches  of  a  paler  red 
color,  and  by  spots  of  a  brighter  red.  Some  of  the  brown  patches  felt 
soft  and  elastic.  The  redder  were  comparatively  firmer,  many  of  the 
whiter  patches  had  a  yellow  tinge,  particularly  in  the  middle  of  the  tu- 
mor, and  these  seemed  to  have  less  vitality  than  the  other  parts.  The 
discharge  was  very  copious,  and  was  partly  serous  or  ichorous,  and  partly 
puriform.  These  discharges  seemed  to  come  from  distinct  parts.  The 
latter,  or  the  thick  puriform  discharge,  from  the  surface  of  the  fungus, 
and  the  former,  or  ichorous,  from  the  edge  of  the  skin,  and  from  the  sub- 
jacent subcutaneous  tissue.  In  fact,  the  one  seemed  to  exist,  to  a  certain 
extent,  distinct  from  the  other.  The  border  of  the  tumor  overhung  con- 
siderably the  integuments,  and,  hence,  the  edge  of  skin,  which  surrounded 
the  neck  of  the  mass,  could  not  be  distinctly  seen,  except  at  the  side 
next  the  pubis.  The  granulations  in  the  inside  of  the  edge,  when  this 
could  be  seen,  had  rather  a  healthy  appearance,  and  seemed  to  secrete 
puriform  matter.  The  skin,  for  several  inches  at  the  outer  or  right  side 
of  the  tumor,  was  of  a  deep  purplish  red  color,  not  uniformly  so,  but  in 
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streaks.  In  all  other  parts,  the  surrounding  skin  presented  a  healthy 
appearance,  excepting  between  the  tumor  on  one  side,  and  the  penis  and 
scrotum  on  the  other,  and  there  it  was  livid  and  very  much  thickened. 

The  fungus,  or  tumor  on  the  penis,  was  seated  on  its  right  side  and 
under  part,  and  was  not  less  than  three  inches  in  diameter.  It  resembled, 
in  its  form  and  color,  in  a  very  striking  manner,  the  larger  tumor  in  the 
groin.  It  was,  however,  of  a  firmer  consistence,  and  paler  color.  It  was 
rounded,  and  its  circumference  overhung  the  edge  of  the  skin.  Its  sur- 
face was  irregular,  presenting  numerous  depressions  of  a  small  size  and 
a  larger  hollow  in  its  centre.  All  the  depressions  were  filled  with  a 
clear  ichor. 

There  were  also,  on  the  common  integuments  of  the  penis,  two 
other  diseased  spots,  of  a  smaller  size,  one  on  the  right  side,  of  the  mag- 
nitude of  a  large  pea,  of  a  whitish  pulpy  appearance,  considerably  ele- 
vated, and  the  skin  mounting  at  its  side,  so  as  to  reach  the  level  of  its 
surface.  The  second  was  on  the  left  side  of  the  penis,  and  of  the  dia- 
meter of  a  farthing.  One  portion  of  its  surface  was  sloughy,  or  pulpy, 
and  another  was  covered  by  apparently  healthy  granulations.  This  dis- 
eased patch  was  continuous,  at  one  side,  with  the  larger  fungus  on  the 
penis,  and  in  every  other  part  it  was  surrounded  by  skin  which  had  a 
healthy  color,  but  was  raised  into  a  kind  of  welt,  which  thinned  down  as 
it  approached  the  immediate  edge  of  the  sore. 

The  integuments  of  both  penis  and  scrotum  were  greatly  thickened, 
and  of  a  crimson  color,  with  a  tinge  of  lividity.  The  scrotum  was  elon- 
gated and  lax,  and  was  kept  constantly  bathed  with  the  discharge  which 
flowed  down  from  the  fungous  masses.  The  spermatic  cord  at  the  right 
or  diseased  side  was  as  thick  as  a  finger,  but  the  same  part  on  the  left, 
as  well  as  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  corresponding  groin,  were  free 
from  enlargement.  Besides  the  discharge  which  was  effused  from  the 
surfaces  of  the  tumor,  and  from  their  circumference,  there  was  a  copious 
puriform  discharge  from  an  opening  or  slit  in  the  front  of  the  scrotum, 
which  led  into  the  cellular  tissue,  as  well  as  from  the  orifice  of  the  swelled 
prepuce. 

He  was  very  pale  and  much  emaciated.  His  pulse  was  upwards  of 
100,  and  very  weak.  He  had  well-marked  paroxysms  of  hectic.  A 
rigor  commenced  each  night  about  nine  o'clock,  at  which  time  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  rising  to  get  his  bed  made,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  per- 
spiration, pretty  much  confined  to  his  head  and  breast,  more  copious  on 
some  nights  than  others.  His  tongue  was  rather  clean,  his  bowels  and 
urinary  secretions  regular  ;  no  thirst,  and  some  appetite  ;  no  cough,  and 
respiration  good.  There  was  scarcely  any  sensibility  in  the  diseased 
mass,  or  in  the  surrounding  skin,  when  handled,  yet  he  was  always 
moaning,  as  if  he  was  in  much  pain.  He  described  the  pain  as  a  dead 
heavy  uneasiness,  with  an  occasional  darting  sensation  through  the  parts, 
which  distressed  him  very  much. 

He  had  been  in  the  hospital  about  ten  days,  1  believe,  before  he  fell 
under  my  care,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  when  he  was  admitted 
the  tumors  were  not  more  than  half  the  size  which  they  were  when  I 
first  saw  him  ;  that  the  skin  surrounding  the  one  in  the  groin  was  of  a 
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livid  color,  very  tender,  and  presented  numerous  small  varicose  veins 
distributed  through  its  structure  ;  that  the  surface  of  the  tumor* was  insen- 
sible and  tubercular,  or  very  much  of  the  form  of  a  bunch  of  hydatids. 
I  have  been  also  informed,  that  it  presented  (probably  in  consequence  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  edge  of  the  skin  was  hidden  by  the  over-lapping 
fungus)  such  an  appearance  as  to  lead  to  the  supposition  that  the  disease 
was  seated  in  the  integuments  rather  than  in  the  subcutaneous  parts,  and 
that  it  did  not  resemble  either  fungus  haematodes  or  cancer,  but  was,  in 
appearance,  like  the  fungus  which  often  grows  from  a  testicle  which  has 
undergone  chronic  inflammation  and  suppuration. 

It  is,  in  general,  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  account  of  the 
origin  and  progress  of  a  disease  which  has  been  some  time  in  existence  ; 
but  as  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  were  such  as  to  make  me  very 
desirous  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  its  history,  I  took  considerable  trouble 
on  the  subject.  I  interrogated  the  patient  and  his  wife  separately,  and 
made  some  inquiries  from  persons  who  had  seen  him  in  an  early  stage 
of  the  disease.  From  these  sources  of  information  it  appeared  that  up 
to  about  sixteen  months  ago,  at  which  time  he  was  thirty  years  of  age, 
he  bad  a  perfectly  healthy  constitution,  that  he  never  had  contracted  any 
venereal  disease,  except  one  about  five  years  ago,  and  that  was  not  fol- 
lowed by  any  secondary  symptoms;  that  since  then  he  had  been  married, 
that  his  habits  had  been  very  regular,  that  he  never  gave  any  disease  to 
his  wife,  although  he  had  intercourse  with  her  long  after  the  present  dis- 
ease commenced.  1  further  learned,  that  about  sixteen  months  ago  a 
small  elevated  sore,  or  livid  spongy  wart,  was  observed  on  the  right  side 
of  the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce,  near  the  corona  glandis,  which  was 
soon  followed  by  another,  of  a  similar  kind,  and  seated  on  a  part  very 
near  to  the  former.  They  united  in  a  short  time.  They  were  not  pain- 
ful, nor  did  he  give  any  attention  to  them,  and  until  about  seven  months 
ago  they  made  little  progress.  At  this  time  he  was  thrown  from  a  horse, 
dragged  for  some  way  on  the  ground  with  his  foot  in  the  stirrup,  was  ren- 
dered insensible,  and,  on  the  whole,  experienced  at  the  time  a  great 
shock.  Soon  after  this  his  attention  was  attracted  to  his  right  groin, 
where  he  felt  a  small  firm  kernel.  This  gradually  increased  to  the  size 
of  a  pigeon's  egg.  He  now  applied  at  a  hospital,  where  he  got  black 
wash  and  pills.  The  pills  griped  him  very  much,  and  made  him  much 
worse.  He  next  consulted  a  hospital  surgeon,  who  saw  him  at  his  own 
house,  from  whom  he  got  pills,  which  he  believes  were  mercurial,  but 
they  did  not  make  his  mouth  sore.  Not  finding  himself  improved,  he 
went  into  a  hospital.  Even  at  this  time  he  could  denude  the  glans  penis, 
and  the  tumor  was  neither  very  large  nor  discolored.  He  was  now,  un- 
fortunately, put  under  a  mercurial  course,  which  excited  much  inflamma- 
tion, and  phymosis  in  consequence  ensued.  The  tumor  in  his  groin 
increased,  and  became  red.  An  ulcer  now  formed  on  the  outside  of  the 
inflamed  prepuce,  opposite  to  where  the  wart  to  wThich  I  have  alluded 
was  placed,  and  through  this  ulcer  a  fungous  mass  quickly  protruded. 
The  tumor  in  the  groin  soon  after  increased  to  the  size  of  a  goose-egg, 
and  was  still  remarkably  hard,  but  after  a  time  it  became  irregularly  soft, 
and  of  a  livid  or  crimson  color.    At  this  period,  finding  himself  much 
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worse,  he  solicited  his  discharge  from  the  hospital,  and,  soon  after,  the 
skin  covering  the  tumor  in  his  groin  gave  way,  and  a  fungus  protruded. 
He  now  placed  himself  under  a  country  peasant,  who  gave  him  "  herbs," 
and  he  remained  under  his  treatment  until  he  was  admitted  into  this 
hospital. 

When  I  first  saw  this  patient,  1  asked,  "  What  has  been  clone  for  him 
since  he  came  into  our  hospital  ?  "  "  The  parts  have  been  covered  with 
a  common  poultice,  and  creosote  has  been  administered  internally,"  was 
the  reply.  That  no  advantage  had  resulted  was  evident,  for  the  disease 
had  doubled  its  dimensions  since  his  admission  ;  his  hectical  symptoms 
had  rather  increased;  he  seemed  miserable  in  his  feelings;  his  nights  were 
restless,  and  his  pain  was  great.  I  contented  myself,  on  my  first  visit, 
with  directing  the  poultice  to  be  omitted,  and  fine  linen  to  be  put  on  the 
part,  wet  with  a  weak  solution  of  the  chlorate  of  lime.  I  also  directed 
that  there  should  be  given  an  anodyne  draught,  and,  during  the  day,  my 
favorite  cordial  mixture,  carbonate  of  ammonia  and  compound  tincture  of 
cardamoms,  with  a  minute  quantity  of  tincture  of  opium,  made  grateful 
with  syrup  of  orange-peel,  and  some  aromatic  distilled  water. 

These  changes  in  his  treatment  seemed  to  add  to  his  comfort,  and 
greatly  diminished  the  stench  which  was  about  him.  He  still,  however, 
looked  wretched,  and  appeared  in  great  misery.  "  Can  anything  now  be 
done?"  I  asked  myself.  Now,  gentlemen,  this  was  precisely  one  of 
those  cases  in  which  we  may  be  justified  in  trying  any  remedy  which 
affords  a  ray  of  hope ;  a  kind  of  case  which  demands,  in  fact,  from  every 
man  anxious  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  his  art,  a  trial,  within  proper 
limits,  of  empirical  treatment ;  that  is,  of  remedies  which  we  know  to 
possess  the  power  of  influencing  the  system  to  such  a  degree  as  to  afford 
a  possibility  that  they  may  by  their  action  influence  the  disease.  We 
are  often,  indubitably,  obliged  to  act  in  this  manner.  .How  frequently 
are  mercury  and  arsenic  given  upon  no  better  foundation  !  I  had,  as 
you  know,  been  trying  for  a  long  period,  and  in  various  cases,  with  re- 
markable success,  the  hydriodate  of  potash.  Come,  said  I,  let  us  try  it 
in  this  case.  I  ordered  it,  but  with  scarcely  a  ray  of  hope  that  it  would 
in  any  way  control  or  influence  the  morbid  actions  going  forward.  It 
was  given  to  him  in  the  dose  in  which  I  commonly  administer  this  medi- 
cine ;  that  is,  seven  grains  three  times  a  day,  in  an  aqueous  solution. 
He  commenced  on  the  9th  of  October ;  on  the  12th  I  observed,  on  going 
round  the  wards,  a  decided  alteration  in  the  style  of  his  countenance. 
He  looked,  comparatively  speaking,  tranquil.  He  told  me  he  had  had  a 
better  night  than  any  since  he  had  come  into  the  hospital,  and  that  the 
pain  in  the  parts  was  much  diminished.  Could  these  changes  be  owing 
to  the  hydriodate  of  potash?  I  reflected  with  myself.  1  could  not,  I 
confess,  feel  that  they  were.  This  medicine  was,  however,  continued. 
I  saw  him  daily,  sometimes  looking  at  the  tumor,  and  sometimes  not,  but 
I  did  not  notice  any  remarkable  change  further  than  that  which  I  have 
just  mentioned,  that  is,  in  the  state  of  his  pain,  until  the  18th,  or  nine 
days  after  he  had  commenced  the  hydriodate  of  potash,  when  he  com- 
plained very  much  of  soreness  of  his  throat.  On  the  20th  he  complained 
still  more.    I  examined  his  throat,  but  could  not  observe  anything  to  be 


Case  of  Malignant  Fungus  of  the  Penis  and  Groin.  217 


the  matter.  Presuming  that  it  was  a  state  of  throat  analogous  to  that 
which  not  unfrequently  occurs  from  the  employment  of  the  hydriodate  of 
potash,  I  directed  him  to  discontinue  this  medicine,  and  to  take  a  mix- 
ture containing  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  On  the  same  day  I  examined 
the  state  of  the  tumors,  and  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  little  smaller. 
Of  this,  however,  I  had  not  more  than  a  suspicion,  for  the  decrease  was, 
if  any,  not  remarkable.  There  was,  however,  an  evident  change  in  the 
appearance  of  their  surfaces  ;  they  had  become  more  dead  and  crumbly, 
and  particles  of  them  could  be  removed  by  the  forceps.  His  urine  on 
this  day  was  loaded  with  the  hydriodate  of  potash. 

On  the  24th  of  the  month,  or  fourteen  days  after  he  had  commenced 
the  hydriodate  of  potash,  the  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  tumor,  as  you 
may  remember,  excited  the  greatest  surprise.  It  was  evidently  not  one 
half  its  former  magnitude,  and  the  surface  was  rapidly  crumbling  away. 
Ther»3  was  no  pain  in  the  part,  no  surrounding  inflammation  ;  the  dull, 
heavy  sensation  and  the  shooting  pains  had  entirely  ceased  ;  he  appeared 
quite  tranquil ;  his  nights  were  spent  comfortably  ;  his  appetite  continued, 
and,  on  the  whole,  there  was  so  remarkable  a  change,  that  I  was  nearly 
vain  enough  to  suppose  it  possible  he  might  recover.  I  now  directed 
the  hydriodate  of  potash,  a  trace  of  which  was  still  visible  in  his  urine, 
to  be  again  given,  but  in  half  doses  only  ;  and  to  prevent  the  return  of 
that  state  of  throat  of  which  he  complained  so  much,  and  which  had,  in 
a  few  hours  almost,  been  controlled  by  the  quinine,  I  directed  that  he 
should  continue  his  quinine  mixture,  taking  it  before,  and  the  hydriodate 
of  potash  after  his  meals. 

Under  this  treatment  his  throat  continued  easy,  the  decrease  in  the 
size  of  the  fungi  progressed,  their  middle  portion  crumbled  away  more 
rapidly  than  the  circumference,  and  the  diseased  mass  in  the  groin  now 
assumed  strikingly  the  appearance  of  an  ordinary  carcinomatous  sore. 
The  comparatively  happy  and  tranquil  state  which  I  have  already  re- 
marked, persisted,  and  his  appetite  remained  perfectly  good.  But,  not- 
withstanding these  pleasing  circumstances,  his  weakness  increased,  his 
pulse  became  more  debilitated  and  thready.  In  short,  the  disease 
seemed  to  be  going  off,  and  his  strength  to  be,  in  the  same  proportion, 
declining. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  at  which  time  he  was  still  continuing  his 
medicine,  the  diseased  fungous  mass  had  totally  disappeared  from  several 
parts,  and  at  these  parts  the  surface  had  acquired  the  aspect  of  a  phage- 
denic or  sloughy  sore,  yet  there  was  scarcely  a  blush  of  surrounding  in- 
flammation, and  no  pain. 

The  hydriodate  of  potash  was  nowT  omitted,  the  sulphate  of  quinine 
was  continued,  and  the  diseased  surfaces  were  covered  with  hot  dressings 
of  elemi  and  turpentine. 

On  the  22d  of  November  there  w7as  not  a  trace  of  the  fungous  masses; 
the  penis  seemed  as  if  it  had  been  amputated  exactly  between  the  fungus 
and  the  comparatively  sound  part.  It,  as  well  as  the  scrotum,  was  no 
longer  either  swelled  or  red.  The  size  and  inflammation  of  these  parts 
had  declined  with  the  decrease  of  the  tumor.    The  fungous  mass  in  the 
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groin  had  also  disappeared,  and  a  deep  and  dark  excavation,  of  the  size 
of  a  plate,  occupied  its  place. 

He  was  now  sinking  rapidly,  yet  he  still  presented  an  appearance  of 
remarkable  contentment,  and  exhibited  an  extremely  placid  countenance; 
his  pulse  sank  to  a  thread  ;  his  voice  became  so  weak  and  squeaky  that 
he  could  scarcely  be  heard;  he  did  not,  however,  complain  of  his  throat. 
In  four  days  after,  that  is,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  November,  he 
died,  without  a  groan  or  complaint ;  the  progress  of  his  dissolution  was 
so  tranquil,  that  he  seemed  to  have  gradually  passed  from  sleep  into 
eternity. 

Autopsia. — I  examined  the  body  six  hours  after  death,  and  made  at 
the  time  a  note  of  the  dissection,  which  I  shall  read  to  you  : — 

"Extreme  emaciation;  no  oedema  of  the  lower  limbs;  the  transparency 
and  thinness  of  the  skin  covering  the  arms  and  thorax,  allows  a  tint  of 
color  produced  by  the  subjacent  muscles  to  be  observed,  which  gives 
very  much  the  appearance,  on  the  surface,  of  incipient  putrefaction.  The 
lower  limbs  are  slightly  stiff,  but  the  muscles  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
body  are  quite  free  from  rigidity. 

((  The  diseased  surface,  which  had  the  groin  for  its  centre,  is  fully 
seven  inches  long,  and  six  inches  broad.  It  is  covered  by  a  thick  stratum 
of  pulpy  brown  matter,  which  is  easily  scraped  off  with  the  back  of  a 
knife.  In  thus  clearing  away  the  pulp,  a  portion  of  the  anterior  wall  of 
the  femoral  vein  has  been  removed.  The  internal  surface  of  this  vein, 
extending  up  and  down  for  an  inch  from  this  part,  is  of  a  dark  brown 
color,  like  the  pulpy  mass  which  covered  the  diseased  surface,  and  is 
softened  in  its  texture.  At  this  part,  and  for  some  inches  above  and 
below,  the  vein  is  imperfectly  filled  with  a  coagulum,  devoid  of  coloring 
matter,  as  far  as  the  vein  is  discolored ;  but  above  and  below  this,  it  pre- 
sents the  usual  red  appearance  of  such  coagula.  The  femoral  artery 
seems  sound,  yet  the  parts  covering  it  are  scarcely  less  diseased  or  soft- 
ened than  those  which  covered  the  vein.  The  cellular  texture  on  the 
lateral  and  posterior  aspects  of  these  vessels,  has,  when  divided  with  a 
knife,  somewhat  of  a  cartilaginous  appearance.  The  femoral  nerve  does 
not  appear  diseased.  The  aponeurotic  expansion  of  the  external  oblique 
muscle,  as  well  as  the  fascia  lata,  are  exposed,  upon  the  removal  of  some 
soft  brown  matter  which  covered  them,  and  their  structure  seems  soften- 
ed. This  extensive  diseased  surface  does  not  appear  to  have  any  base, 
or,  in  other  words,  the  more  subjacent  parts  do  not  appear  diseased. 
The  extremity  of  the  penis  has  been  removed,  and  the  end  of  it  is  co- 
vered by  the  same  soft  or  pulpy  matter  as  was  observed  in  the  groin. 
When  this  softened  matter  is  rubbed  off,  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  the 
extremities  of  the  corpora  spongiosi  and  corpus  cavernosum,  appear  soft- 
ened at  their  ends,  but  without  the  slightest  aspect  of  thickening,  or  as  if 
there  had  been  any  inflammatory  action.  The  right  spermatic  cord  is 
quite  insulated,  from  the  external  ring  to  the  epididymis  ;  its  covering 
feels  thick  and  firm,  but  its  component  vessels  and  nerves  seem  sound  ; 
both  the  testes  also  seem  sound,  although  the  right  side  of  the  scrotum 
has  been  destroyed  by  an  extension  of  the  disease  from  the  right  groin. 
The  lymphatic  glands  of  the  left  groin  are  very  slightly  enlarged,  but 


Case  of  Malignant  Fungus  of  the  Penis  and  Groin.  219 


their  section  does  not  present  any  remarkable  appearance.  Neither  the 
iliac  nor  the  lumbar  glands,  nor  any  of  the  lymphatic  glands  in  any  part 
of  the  body,  are  diseased  or  enlarged. 

"  There  is  a  remarkable  degree  of  anemia  of  all  the  viscera.  The 
blood,  wherever  observed,  is  so  watery  as  to  be  nearly  void  of  color. 
The  serous  membranes  all  feel  dry  and  sticky,  yet  there  is  in  the  head  a 
slight  suh-aracbnoid  effusion.  I  collected  in  the  pericardium  a  dessert- 
spoonful of  a  yellow  serum  ;  none  could  be  obtained  in  either  cavity  of 
the  pleura  ;  about  a  dessert-spoonful  is  found  in  the  pelvic  pouch  of  the 
peritoneum.  There  is  no  other  diseased  appearance  in  any  of  the  inter- 
nal parts,  if  we  except  two  white  patches,  of  old  formation,  on  the  heart  ; 
one  small,  on  the  left  ventricle,  and  one  larger  in  the  right."  The  lungs 
were  remarkably  collapsed. 

I  detected  a  trace  of  the  hydriodate  of  potash  in  a  small  quantity  of 
urine  which  was  found  in  the  bladder,  but  could  not  detect  any  in  the 
serum  collected  from  the  head,  pericardium,  or  peritoneum. 

Remarks. — I  have  now  detailed  to  you  all  the  facts  that  have  come 
to  my  knowledge  respecting  this  interesting  case.  Suppose  you  asked 
me  what  was  the  disease,  I  should  feel  some  hesitation  in  answering  your 
question.  Was  it  fungus  nematodes  ?  Was  it  cancer?  Was  it  a  disease 
compounded  of  those  two  morbid  states  ?  Or  was  it  a  disease  of  a  pe- 
culiar kind,  differing  from  both  ?  Some  who  saw  this  case  said  it  was 
cancer,  some  that  it  was  fungus  haematodes,  and  others  said  it  was  neither, 
that  it  was  a  disease  analogous  to  lipoma  of  the  testis.  In  some  respects 
it  resembled  cancer  ;  in  some  fungus,  and  in  others  it  differed  from  both. 
The  period  of  life  at  which  it  occurred  gave  as  great  a  right  to  cancer  to 
claim  it,  as  it  did  to  fungus.  The  one  seldom  appears  earlier  than  the 
age  of  this  patient,  the  other  seldom  later.  The  wartlike  aspect  which 
the  disease  presented  on  the  prepuce,  allied  it  more  with  cancer,  perhaps, 
than  with  fungus.  The  tumor  in  the  groin  had  also,  before  the  skin  gave 
way,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  much  more  the  hard  or  stony  character 
of  cancer,  than  the  soft  elastic  feel  of  fungus.  The  granulations  which 
formed  during  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  which  showed  a  disposition 
to  cicatrize,  had  an  appearance  which  belongs  much  more  perhaps  to 
cancer  than  to  fungus.  It  is  indeed  considered,  by  a  good  authority  on 
this  subject,  Sir  E.  Home,  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  characters  of  carci- 
noma, if  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  fungous  state  and  destructive  actions 
in  other  parts  of  the  sore.  The  insulated  character  of  the  disease  was 
very  remarkable.  Neither  the  lymphatic  system  nor  any  other  part  or 
viscus  of  the  whole  body,  seemed  to  have  suffered  beyond  the  immedi- 
ately engaged  parts.  The  roots  of  the  disease  did  not  even  ramify  at  all 
among  the  subjacent  or  surrounding  parts.  In  both  these  respects  it  dif- 
fered from  the  course  which  cancer,  as  well  as  fungus,  in  general,  pur- 
sues. Although  there  was  some  discharge  of  blood  from  the  fungus  in 
the  groin,  it  was  by  no  means  in  such  quantity  as  often  occurs  in  both 
carcinoma  and  fungus,  but  particularly  in  the  latter.  Before  the  diseased 
mass  began  to  shrink  away,  when  the  dressing  adhered  to  any  part,  a 
small  drop  of  sanguineous  fluid  would  sometimes  exude,  but  not  perhaps 
in  greater  quantity  than  would  occur  from  a  common  granulating  sore,  if 
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there  was  an  adhesion  between  its  surface  and  lint  which  had  been 
placed  on  it  ;  and  the  hemorrhage  which  occurred  on  one  or  two  occa- 
sions, when  the  disease  was  in  its  more  advanced  stage,  was  not  from 
capillaries,  but  from  vessels  which  had  been  opened  by  the  destructive 
process.  On  the  whole,  I  should  be  disposed  to  say,  that  we  must  either 
consider  it  specifically  different  from  both  cancer  and  fungus,  although  it 
certainly  belonged  to  their  genus,  or  else  we  must  extend  our  views  res- 
pecting the  characters  of  these  diseases,  so  as  to  make  our  definition 
include  the  case  which  we  have  been  considering. 

The  more  important  practical  points  connected  with  the  subject  relate, 
however,  to  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease  in  its  early  stage  ;  and  to  the 
cause  of  the  changes  which  occurred  while  the  patient  was  under  the 
action  of  the  hydriodate  of  potash. — Lancet. 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE  LOWER  JAW. 

BY     C.    W.    FULLER,    ASSISTANT     SURGEON,     IN  INDIA. 

Sir, — The  following  is  an  account  given  of  a  patient  brought  to  me, 
apparently  about  27  years  of  age,  who  had  been  ill  of  fever,  a  month 
previous  to  the  dislocation  taking  place. 

On  Thursday,  the  4th  of  December  last,  he  was  attacked  by  vomiting 
and  purging.  During,  or  directly  after,  the  act  of  throwing  up,  the  third 
time,  he  found,  to  his  dismay,  that  he  could  not  shut  his  mouth.  In  this 
state,  he  was  taken  to  the  Indigo  Factory  (Khal  Boyla)  of  Mr.  F.  Har- 
ris, who  recommended  him  to  be  carried  to  the  station.  Accordingly, 
he  arrived  here  on  Monday  morning,  8th  December,  about  3  o'clock,  A. 
M.  His  mouth  was  then  as  wide  open  as  it  possibly  could  be,  tongue 
brown  and  dry,  saliva  dribbling  over  the  chin,  jaw  perfectly  immoveable. 
When  asked  whether  he  had  any  pain,  he  pointed  to  the  depression, 
consequent  from  the  dislocation,  anterior  to  the  meatus  auditorius. 

I  first  made  an  attempt  to  reduce  it  by  twisting  a  portion  of  a  towel 
round  each  of  my  thumbs,  adjusting  them  on  the  last  molares  of  either 
side,  and  then  pressing  backwards  and  downwards,  and  also  depressing 
the  anterior  part  of  the  jaw,  at  the  same  time.  The  attempt  failed  com- 
pletely, as  the  force  used  appeared  not  to  have  the  least  effect.  I  then 
tried  with  a  couple  of  quart  bottle  corks,  cutting  the  circle,  so  that  on 
one  side  a  flat  surface  might  be  presented,  thereby  rendering  it  easier  to 
keep  them  fixed  in  position,  when  placed  on  the  surfaces  of  the  posterior 
molar  teeth.  The  man  was  now  placed  on  his  back,  and  I  pressed  the 
lower  jaw,  steadily  upwards,  but  with  no  better  success. 

Seeing  the  prospect  of  an  easy  reduction  was  rather  unfavorable,  and 
bearing  in  mind  the  circumstances  under  which  the  dislocation  had  taken 
place,  I  gave  my  patient  two  grains  of  tartar  emetic,  and  directed  the 
painful  parts  to  be  rubbed  well  with  laudanum,  from  which,  he  said,  he 
found  relief.  In  about  fifteen  minutes  he  complained  of  nausea  ;  I  then 
made  another  unsuccessful  attempt,  similar  to  the  above.  About  five 
minutes  afterwards  he  vomited ;  I  again  returned  to  the  task,  placing  him 
on  his  back,  and  by  a  steady  and  very  firm  pressure  of  the  chin  towards 
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the  upper  jaw,  it  gradually  though  stubbornly  closed,  the  dislocation  being 
perfectly  reduced.  A  bandage,  having  a  hole  to  let  the  chin  through, 
was  all  tiiat  was  requisite,  besides  telling  him,  if  possible,  to  hold  his 
peace  for  a  few  days.  I  saw  him  again  the  next  morning,  when  he 
complained  of  a  little  stiffness  only. 
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SCARLATINA. 

Professor  Lichtenstadt,  of  Berlin,  has  a  memoir  on  this  disease  in  a 
late  number  of  Hecker's  Annalen,  which  is  abbreviated  in  the  following 
extract  from  the  London  Lancet. 

This  is  a  long  memoir,  containing  an  account  of  the  epidemic  scarla- 
tina which  prevailed  in  St.  Petersburgh  in  the  winter  of  l-?34— 35.  The 
author,  agreeing  with  most  writers,  considers  scarlatina  as  a  disease  which 
is  eminently  contagious  ;  he  cites  several  cases,  where  it  was  transmitted 
from  house  to  house  through  the  medium  of  visiters,  who  themselves 
remained  unaffected ;  however,  by  using  proper  precautions,  he  was 
always  fortunate  enough  to  avoid  the  danger.  The  period  of  contagion 
is  often  protracted  to  a  very  considerable  length  of  time  ;  the  professor 
was  accustomed  to  consider  six  weeks  as  the  maximum,  but  during  this 
epidemic  the  disease  was  evidently  transmitted  from  one  individual  to 
another,  at  the  distance  of  eight  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the 
attack  ;  a  long-continued  exfoliation  of  the  epidermis  seems  to  favor  the 
prolongation  of  the  contagious  period.  The  only  method  of  checking 
the  disease,  is  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  all  circumstances  by  which 
its  contagious  property  may  be  propagated.  Dr.  Lichtenstadt  has  expe- 
rimented with  belladonna — a  remedy  much  praised  latterly  as  a  prevent- 
ive, but  without  any  good  effect. 

The  march  of  scarlatina  may  be  divided  into  three  periods  ;  that  of 
invasion,  that  of  eruption,  and,  finally,  the  period  of  desquamation.  The 
first  rarely  lasts  beyond  twenty-four  hours  ;  as  a  general  rule,  it  may  be 
laid  down  that  the  disease  is  dangerous  in  proportion  to  the  shortness  of 
the  first  period  ;  however,  this  admits  of  several  exceptions. 

The  second  period,  or  that  of  eruption,  lasts  usually  from  seven  to 
nine  days,  unless  it  is  cut  short  by  the  child's  death.  In  the  latter  case 
it  may  terminate  in  eighteen  hours  (one  example  of  which  kind  the  au- 
thor observed),  or  in  thirty-six  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the 
period.  The  color  and  extent  of  the  eruption  are  very  various.  Some 
writers  advance  that  a  deep-red  color,  uniformly  spread  over  the  whole 
body,  is  a  favorable  sign  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  author  thinks  the  danger 
is  always  increased  in  proportion  to  the  intensity  of  the  eruption. 

The  pulse,  as  is  usual  in  this  disease,  was  always  quick,  and  not  re- 
duced by  the  appearance. of  the  eruption  ;  at  100,  it  was  not  an  unfa- 
vorable symptom;  the  pulse  often  rose  to  1 20,  and  this  also  without 
indicating  any  great  danger  ;  but  the  disease  was  always  the  more  grave 
and  fatal,  in  proportion  as  the  pulse  exceeded  this  latter  degree  of 
frequency. 
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Bloody  evacuations  were  sometimes  observed  during  the  course  of  this 
period,  but  they  did  not  seem  to  exercise  any  remarkable  influence  in  its 
march  or  termination  ;  several  children  were  seized  with  epistaxis,  some 
recovered  ;  others  died.  One  patient,  who  died  on  the  fourth  day  after 
copious  loss  of  blood  from  the  nose,  was  seized  thirty-six  hours  later  with 
violent  hemorrhage  from  the  vagina.  The  indications  drawn  from  an 
examination  of  the  urine,  or  alimentary  excretion,  do  not  present  anything 
remarkable.  The  state  of  the  tongue  has  always  been  considered  of 
great  importance,  especially  for  the  diagnosis  of  scarlatina.  We  have 
almost  invariably  observed  the  red,  developed  papillae,  at  a  very  early 
stage  ;  however,  the  author  says,  in  the  present  epidemic,  for  the  first 
few  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  the  tongue  was  covered 
with  a  whitish,  or  a  yellow-white  fur,  by  no  means  characteristic  of  scar- 
latina, and  not  differing  from  that  observed  in  common  fevers  ;  however, 
the  anterior  portion  and  edges  of  the  tongue  gradually  assumed  a  reddish 
color,  which  soon  acquired  the  true  scarlatina  tint. 

Some  cases  of  gangrene  of  the  fauces  were  observed,  but  the  author 
saw  hardly  any  example  of  the  diphtheritic  inflammation,  described  by 
Bretonneau  as  extending  to  the  pharynx  and  larynx.  In  one  case  this 
gangrenous  inflammation  was  complicated  with  croup.  In  several  cases 
also,  especially  towards  the  end  of  the  epidemic,  the  author  observed  a 
ringing  cough  excessively  like  croup,  but  all  these  terminated  favorably. 
The  duration  of  the  desquamating  period  is  various.  In  some  cases  the 
desquamation  was  not  completed  six  weeks  after  the  commencement  of 
the  disease  ;  in  others  it  was  still  more  protracted.  The  complication  of 
this  period  was,  as  usual,  anasarca  ;  general  anasarca  and  abdominal 
dropsy  often  occurred,  but  never  in  a  fatal  form  :  one  case  of  fatal  thora- 
cic effusion  presented  itself  in  the  case  of  a  child  four  years  old  ;  the 
cavity  of  the  chest  contained  two  pounds  of  clear  fluid.  ]\o  case  of 
acute  effusion  into  the  cavity  of  the  skull  was  observed. 

The  treatment  pursued  by  the  author  seems  very  rational,  and  does 
not  differ  in  any  remarkable  manner  from  that  which  would  be  adopted 
in  this  country.  He  justly  condemns  the  antiphlogistic  method,  when 
pushed  to  too  great  an  extent,  preferring  mild  cooling  regimen,  and  a 
moderate  use  of  bloodletting  when  absolutely  necessary.  The  experi- 
ments which  he  made  with  cold  affusion  do  not  seem  to  have  given  very 
favorable  results,  and  he  prefers  rubbing  the  skin  with  warm  oil.  The 
inflammation  of  the  throat  did  not  appear  to  be  alleviated  in  the  least 
degree  by  leeches,  and  purgatives  with  emetics  had  not  a  much  better 
effect.  In  a  word,  the  result  of  the  author's  observations  on  the  treat- 
ment of  the  second  period  is,  "  that  medicine  is  only  of  negative  value, 
and  that  when  a  cure  does  take  place,  we  are  indebted  to  nature  for  the 
fortunate  result." 


CASE    OF  TETANUS. 

A  private  of  H.  M.'s  38th  Regt.  of  fair  complexion  and  sanguine  tem- 
perament, aged  about  25,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital,  in  Calcutta,  on 
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the  25th  of  December,  in  consequence  of  a  lacerated  wound  of  the  thumb 
and  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  occasioned  by  the  bursting  of  a  fowling  piece 
which  be  had  bought  of  a  native.  The  wound  became  gangrenous  and 
sloughing,  and  he  is  reported  on  the  first  of  January,  as  having  been 
troubled  all  night  with  spasms  of  his  fingers  and  hand.  These  formida- 
ble symptoms  continued  to  increase  in  spite  of  the  treatment  employed, 
and  he  died  at  noon,  on  the  3rd,  after  having  suffered  every  torture 
which  tetanic  patients  do.  On  examination,  five  hours  after  death,  the 
right  foot  and  toes  were  found  so  much  turned  inwards  from  the  ankle, 
by  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles,  that  it  appeared  dislocated.  On 
being  placed  in  its  natural  position,  it  immediately  resumed  its  unnatural 
distortion,  and  retained  it,  although  five  hours  after  death. 

The  calvarium  was  strongly  adherent  to  the  dura  mater,  which  was 
very  vascular,  and  the  medullary  portion  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum 
was  soft  and  doughy.  The  membranes  on  the  base  of  the  brain  were 
florid,  red  and  very  vascular.  On  laying  open  the  whole  length  of  the 
spine,  the  sheath  was  highly  vascular,  particularly  at  three  points, — the 
3rd  cervical,  the  2d  dorsal,  and  the  4th  lumbar  vertebrae.  On  laying 
open  the  sheath,  and  turning  it  back,  the  inside  was  pale  and  shining. 
The  cord  was  beautifully  covered  with  florid  red  vessels  along  its  whole 
course  downwards,  as  if  painted  by  art.  The  vessels  anastomosed  more 
thickly  at  some  points  than  at  others  ;  viz.  near  the  last  cervical,  and  the 
middle  of  the  dorsal  vertebrae.  The  nervous  substance  appeared  firm, 
and  to  resist  the  scalpel.  There  were  some  spots  of  vascularity  over  the 
stomach,  which  seemed  continued  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  oesopha- 
gus. This  tube  was  particularly  contracted,  for  two  inches  from  the 
pharynx  downwards,  so  that  it  scarcely  measured  the  diameter  of  a  large 
goose  quill.  As  it  united  to  the  stomach,  it  spread  out  a  little  wider, 
and  exhibited  a  slight  inflammatory  blush.  The  upper  portion  was  rather 
pale  and  shining. 

The  spleen  was  very  large,  brittle,  and  of  a  dark  purple  color. 
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TESTIMONY  IN  FAVOR  OF  A  VEGETABLE  DIET. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — It  has  been  with  feelings  of  considerable  interest  that  T  have  read 
the  various  communications  respecting  vegetable  diet  that  have  lately 
appeared  in  your  valuable  Journal.  If  the  results  of  an  abstemious  diet 
were  generally  to  prove  such  as  the  melancholy  cases  recorded  by  the 
last  communication  on  the  subject  that  I  have  seen,  it  wTould  indeed  be 
well  that  "  an  entire,"  and,  I  may  add,  a  speedy  "  extinction  of  Graham- 
ism  "  should  be  witnessed  by  every  lover  of  mankind.  Mr.  Graham  is 
certainly  bound,  by  very  strong  obligations,  to  come  manfully  forward 
and  state,  not  merely  the  cases  favorable  to  his  view  of  the  subject,  but 
a  proportion  that  shall  be  fair,  and  enable  others  to  judge  for  themselves. 
It  is  also  reasonable  that  he  bring  proof  from  the  places  where  his  system 
has  been  most  generally  adopted  ;  nor  is  it  less  incumbent  upon  medical 
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gentlemen  to  collect  and  forward  cases  which  bear  upon  the  subject. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  do  so  without  prejudice.  The  admirers  of  Graham 
will  probably  think  of  cases  of  one  character,  while  his  opposers  will  as 
uniformly  select  the  other  and  the  opposite. 

Particular  cases  I  cannot  detail,  not  having  known  this  system  reduced 
to  practice  by  any  ;  but  the  general  results  of  vegetable  food  having  been 
for  many  years  constantly  before  me,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  stating 
them.  In  Scotland,  the  peasantry  subsist  almost  entirely  on  vegetable 
food  ;  and  a  hardier,  healthier  race  of  men,  it  is  generally  admitted,  can 
nowhere  be  found.  Their  ruddy  cheeks  and  brawny  limbs,  their  capa- 
city of  performing  labor  and  enduring  fatigue,  prove  irresistibly,  at  least 
to  me,  that  the  human  frame  can  be  supported  in  a  state  of  the  highest 
health  and  vigor  by  the  use  of  vegetable  food  exclusively,  if  we  except 
milk.  Oatmeal,  potatoes,  turnips,  cabbages  and  a  few  other  esculents, 
form  the  sole  nutriment  of  a  large  majority  ;  and  many,  at  least  within 
thirty  years,  lived  entirely  upon  oatmeal  made  into  pudding,  and  milk. 
An  article  of  food  termed  brose,  and  milk,  new  from  the  cow,  formed  the 
staple  with  many.  It  consisted  simply  of  oatmeal  scalded  ;  yet,  strange 
as  it  may  seem  to  many  of  your  readers,  like  Daniel  and  his  fellows  on 
the  pulse,  with  this  odd  regimen  they  looked  equally  as  well,  and  enjoyed 
as  sound  health,  as  any  who  fared  on  the  most  carefully  cooked  viands. 

In  the  next  place,  what  are  we  to  do  with  the  hundreds  of  millions  of 
vegetable  eaters,  who,  in  spite  of  all  that  Dr.  Bell  may  say,  enjoy  good 
health,  and,  when  their  minds  are  cultivated,  and  an  object  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  stimulate  to  industry  and  enterprise  is  placed  before  them, 
are  certainly  capable  of  making  powerful  and  protracted  efforts.  Besides, 
has  it  not  been  recommended  by  the  most  scientific  and  experienced, 
both  of  American  and  European  physicians,  that  on  this  very  point — 
namely,  a  vegetable  diet,  even  in  strict  conformity  to  it — consisted  the 
safety  of  all  new  comers  to  those  sultry  climes? 

That  Mr.  Graham  is  a  mere  novice  in  physiology,  will  be  a  point 
somewhat  difficult  to  establish  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  read  only 
his  lecture  to  young  men — a  book  that  certainly  contains  a  mass  of  very 
important  matter,  and  which,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  is  in  its  general 
facts  and  deductions  from  them,  but  too  true. 

I  can  scarcely  be  accused  of  being  partial  to  Graham,  for  I  do  not  even 
know  the  details  of  his  system  ;  but  if  I  did,  I  believe  1  should  give  it  a 
fair  trial  before  condemning  it,  for  1  have  labored  a  longtime  (ten  months) 
under  a  certain  form  of  dyspepsia,  produced,  I  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve, by  the  freer  use  of  animal  food,  and  closer  application  to  study  than 
I  had  formerly  been  accustomed  to.  En  jjassant,  I  wish  some  of  your 
numerous  readers  would  hint  what  has  proved  the  most  successful  mode 
of  treatment  in  their  hands  of  removing  chronic  irritation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  chiefly,  I  believe,  although  I  also  think  the 
duodenum  implicated.  A  coated  tongue,  slightly  raw,  and  a  feeling  of 
strangulation  after  eating,  are  the  most  prominent  symptoms. 

Several  of  the  cases  afford  room  for  considerable  remark,  but  I  shall 
not  at  present  trespass  further  upon  your  patience.    Hoping  the  subject 
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will  receive  all  the  attention  it  merits,  and  that  suaviter  in  modo,  foriiter 
in  re,  will  be  kept  in  view  by  all  parties, 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.  H.  H. 

Stanstead,  L.  C.  21s*  March,  1836. 
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BOSTON,    MAY    1  1,    1  8  3  6. 


PHILOSOPHY    OF  LIVING. 

Such  is  the  title  of  a  new  book,  by  Dr.  Ticknor,  of  New  York.  Though 
a  copy  lias  not  been  politely  sent  to  the  address  of  the  Journal,  a  kind  of 
attention  that  should  never  be  forgotten  by  a  medical  author,  by  dint  of 
good  luck  we  have  had  a  peep  at  it  on  a  bookseller's  counter.  It  cannot 
be  supposed  that,  under  such  circumstances,  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  book  could  have  been  obtained  ;  indeed,  all  we-  know  about  it  with 
certainty,  is,  that  newspapers  praise  all  the  chapters  en  masse.  Perhaps 
we  should  have  joined  in  the  chorus — but  how  can  one  sing  Io  Peans 
without  notes  ? 

It  has  become  fashionable  of  late,  above  all  things,  to  discourse  learn- 
edly upon  eating  and  drinking  ;  a  subject  interminable  as  space,  and  with 
which  we  are  perfectly  sick.  Theory  upon  theory  is  ushered  into  being, 
the  offspring  of  imagination,  to  lengthen  out  human  life.  One  system  of 
dietetic  philosophy  follows  another,  as  regularly  as  the  ebbing  and  flowing 
of  the  tide,  and  yet  men  die  at  all  ages,  in  all  countries,  as  they  have  done 
from  immemorial  time.  Even  the  reformers — the  giants  of  anti-pot-luck 
celebrity — drop  into  the  grave  like  others.  Paracelsus,  after  selling  the 
elixir  ol  life  for  prolonging  terrestrial  existence,  which  none  but  poten- 
tates could  afford  to  purchase,  died  at  the  age  of  forty  with  a  bottle  of 
that  immortal  catholicon  in  his  pocket.  But  mankind  actually  love  to  be 
imposed  upon.  It  gives  a  zest  to  the  otherwise  dull  routine  of  every-day 
affairs.  The  pleasure  of  being  cheated  is  apparently  as  great  as  that  of 
cheating  ;  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  this,  that  so  many  thrive  by  ope- 
rating on  the  weak  points  and  credulity  of  mankind.  No  permanent  re- 
formation ever  has  been  made  in  the  manner  contemplated  by  these  ad- 
venturers—these scare-crows  in  the  field  of  therapeutics.  Eating  and 
drinking  is  conducted  precisely  as  it  ever  has  been  in  all  civilized  states  ; 
and  nothing  short  of  a  return  to  barbarism  will  effect  those  glorious 
changes,  that  rnillenial  epoch,  so  much  desired  by  scheming,  dogmatic 
Jeremiahs,  who  are  continually  crying  from  the  wall  {being  well  paid  for 
the  noise),  "  Wo  !  wo  !  wo  !  "  to  all  who  fare  better  than  themselves. 

But  the  book — the  genuine  Philosophy  of  Living.  From  our  hasty 
glance,  we  think  the  Temperance  Almanac  would  be  quite  as  useful  in  a 
family,  and  abounds  with  quite  as  much  solemn  sense,  at  one-tenth  the 
cost.  Medical  gentlemen,  at  least,  will  receive  no  new  ideas  from  it. 
Whenever  we  can  procure  the  loan  of  a  copy  long  enough  to  analyze 
the  contents  in  detail,  the  author  will  hear  from  Massachusetts  again, 
though  there  is  no  intention  of  smothering  him  in  a  smoke  of  his  own 
kindling. 
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THE    YOUNG  MOTHER. 

Dr.  Alcott  is  so  prolific  that  it  is  becoming  a  tax  upon  one's  memory  to 
keep  pace  with  his  literary  productions.  —  Who  would  have  suspected  that 
his  new  work,  entitled  the  Young  Mother,  or  the  Management  of 
Young  Children,  was  written  by  the  most  confirmed  bachelor  in  all  New 
England  !  Yet  such  is  the  fact  ;  but  the  author  is  a  man  of  unbounded 
benevolence  and  integrity,  for  whom  we  entertain  too  much  regard  to  wish 
him  to  remain  in  single  misery.  A  man  who  can  write  so  touchingly, 
aye,  and  so  pertinently,  on  the  principles  and  philosophy  of  the  nursery — 
that  obscure  niche,  where  noue  but  mothers,  maids  and  doctors  are  ad- 
mitted— would  doubtless  show  the  world  what  he  could  do,  had  he  one  of 
his  own.  Not  feeling  fully  competent  to  the  labor  of  reviewing  the  book, 
at  present,  a  friend  may  possibly  do  it  for  us.  We  have  not  studied  it 
enough,  yet,  to  give  an  opinion  either  upon  its  merits  or  demerits. 


MEDICAL  CAUCUS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — As  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  is 
at  hand,  I  would  propose,  through  your  valuable  Journal,  that  a  meeting 
of  the  members  belonging  to  our  city  be  called  a  few  days  previous,  to 
determine  upon  a  list  of  Counsellors,  to  be  balloted  for  at  the  annual 
meeting.  A  similar  plan  was  adopted  last  year,  but  from  want  of  time, 
general  notice  was  not  given,  and  the  members  consequently  not  fairly 
represented.  There  is  one  vacancy  this  year  caused  by  death,  and  more 
may  be  expected  by  resignation.  This  method,  Mr.  Editor,  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  only  fair  method  of  supplying  vacancies,  and  if  it  meets  your 
views  will  you  endeavor  to  forward  it. 

Very  respectfully,  A  Suffolk  Member. 

May  2,  1838. 


Extra  Meeting. — Owing  to  an  unavoidable  engagement,  we  were  unable 
to  attend  the  medical  Counsel  on  Wednesday  last,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
report  the  doings.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  nothing  of  moment 
transpired. 

Boston  Medical  Association. — The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Ma- 
son Street  College,  on  Monday  afternoon,  2d  instant.  Dr.  Shattuck  in 
the  Chair.  Dr.  Storer  was  re-elected  Secretary.  The  names  of  gentle- 
men composing  the  standing  committee  will  hereafter  be  published.  From 
the  complexion  of  the  times,  it  is  very  probable  the  association  may  be 
called  together  again  before  the  close  of  1836.  Any  gentleman  who  will 
report  a  synopsis  of  the  debate — or  without  loss  of  time,  minute  down 
the  proceedings,  will  greatly  oblige  the  profession. 


Quackery  at  the  North. — A  new  style  of  medical  quackery  is  becoming 
rife  in  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.  The  hygeian  pills  have  had  their 
day  and  have  gone  out  of  date.  The  Thomsonians  kill  their  patients  with 
steam  and  lobelia  a  little  too  often  to  wear  well  ;  and  those  who  now  un- 
dertake to  live  on  the  gullibility  of  the  vulgar  and  ignorant,  adopt  the 
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^'notice  of  buying  the  patent  medicines,  claiming  them  as  their  own 
preparations,  and  dealing  them  out  according  to  the  printed  labels  !  !  A 
considerable  number  of  idle  young  fellows  without  the  least  pretensions 
to  education,  either  regular  or  empirical,  are  now  getting  a  living  in  this 
way.  Quacks  have  of  course  always  been  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  dis- 
eases. And  this  has  been  the  reason  of  the  mortality  which  has  attended 
their  practice.  But  this  new  sect  are  not  only  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
diseases,  but  they  know  nothing  about  the  medicines  which  they  deal  out 
to  the  poor  deluded  victims  of  their  knavery.  Our  compounders  of  patent 
nostrums  buy  the  cheaper  and  adulterated  articles  of  medicine  at  the  drug 
shops,  and  compound  them  without  any  knowledge  of  their  therapeutical 
properties  or  chemical  compatibility  ;  and  this  sect  of  empirics,  who  by 
the  way  talk  large  about  their  new  system  of  practice,  and  their  horror  of 
mineral  poisons  and  poticary  drugs,  distribute  the  worst  drugs  of  the  low- 
est apothecaries,  after  they  have  been  still  farther  debased  by  the  nostrum 
makers,  and  this  without  themselves  knowing  what  it  is  they  are  giving  ; 
as  the  composition  of  the  patent  medicines  is  always  secret. 

Two  of  the  practitioners  on  this  nciv  system  are  said  to  be  flourishing  at 
Woodstock,  Vermont,  and  that  they  are  becoming  numerous  in  other 
places. 


Conkim  Maculatum. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Medico-Botanical  So- 
ciety,  Dr.  Sigmond  made  some  observations  on  the  most  eligible  method 
of  drying  and  preparing  the  leaves  of  conium  maculatum  for  medicinal 
use.  The  leaves  being  in  a  high  state  of  preservation,  and  entirely  freed 
from  their  stalks,  and  as  much  as  possible  from  external  moisture,  they 
should  be  laid  in  thin  layers  on  willow  baskets,  stripped  of  the  bark. 
They  must  be  placed  in  a  room  from  which  all  light  is  excluded,  and  then 
submitted  for  three  or  four  hours  to  a  heat  of  a  little  below  210  degrees 
of  temperature.  Having  been  then  turned,  they  should  be  exposed  to 
the  same  heat  for  about  eight  hours.  They  are  then  crumbled  by  the 
hand,  with  great  facility,  into  a  fine  powder  Dr.  Sigmond  showed  a 
good  specimen  of  the  powder  prepared  in  this  way.  Dr.  S.  considered 
that  the  autumnal  season  was  the  best  for  gathering  the  leaves. 

London  Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  medical  school  at  Woodstock  is  unusually 
prosperous.  Number  of  students  about  70.  It  is  chartered  by  the  Ver- 
mont legislature  with  power  of  conferring  degrees.  Still  voluntarily  re- 
tains the  connection  with  Middlebury  College. — The  Medical  School  at 
Burlington  is  discontinued. — At  Castleton,  there  are  said  to  be  40  stu- 
dents.— Dr.  Parker,  Prof,  of  Anat.  and  Surg,  at  Woodstock,  has  accepted 
an  appointment  in  the  surgical  department  of  the  new  medical  School  at 
Cincinnati.  Will  retain  his  connection  with  the  Woodstock  and  Pittsfield 
schools  and  resign  at  Geneva. — Physicians  are  much  needed  in  Turkey. 
Broosa  is  represented  as  being  a  most  excellent  location.  The  merchants 
of  that  city  have  so  little  confidence  in  native  practitioners,  that  they  not 
unfrequently  send  to  Constantinople  for  medical  advice,  for  which  they 
are  at  a  great  expense.  Doctor  Bradley,  an  American  missionary 
at  Bancock,  Siam,  which  is  supposed  to  contain  half  a  million  of  in- 
habitants, is  said  to  be  doing  a  vast  business.    Mr.  Parker,  another 
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missionary,  established  at  Singapore,  has  opened  a  medical  dispensary. — 
Dr.  Jarvis,  surgeon  of  a  military  post  at  Lake  Harriet,  west  of  St.  An- 
thony's Falls,  has  rendered  peculiar  service  to  the  people  settled  in  that 
distant  region  of  savage  life. — The  two  physicians  who  recently  fought 
themselves  into  police  notoriety  in  New  York,  are  likely  to  come  off  with 
the  loss  of  money  as  well  as  character. — Chamomile  pills,  the  bitterest 
things  in  modern  quackery,  are  working  their  way  into  fame  : — fools 
begin  to  buy  them.  If  anything,  they  are  worse  than  JBrandeth's. — All 
the  Atlantic  cities  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health,  at  this  time. 
— Bits  of  quartz,  granite,  felspar  and  sand  were  exhibited  in  Boston,  the 
other  day,  by  a  gentleman  from  the  interior,  who  said  they  were  extracted 
from  the  bladder  of  a  female  patient  under  his  care  !  Query — Who  in- 
troduced them  there  ? — Smallpox  has  not  yet  been  wholly  overcome  in 
the  country.  Why  don't  town  authorities  order  an  annual  vaccination, 
and  thus  make  it  impossible  for  the  disease  to  exist  among  them  ? — 
Champooing  is  becoming  exceedingly  fashionable,  as  a  remedy  for  rheu- 
matism.— Chloric  ether  is  said  to  give  immediate  relief  in  the  severest 
toothache.  —  Williams  has  gone  to  Providence  : — let  the  people  look  out 
for  their  eyes. — Our  exchange  journals  are  received  very  irregularly  — 
whose  fault  is  it  ? — Dr.  Charles  F.  Winslow,  of  Nantucket,  is  writing  a  • 
series  of  curious  letters  from  France. 


Died— At  Rutland,  Vt.  Dr.  Thomas  Hooker,  65. 


Whole  number  of  <leat.h*  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  May  7,  21.    Males.  8 — Females,  13. 

Of  throat  distemper,  1 — infantile,  3 — scarlet  fever,  3 — old  age,  2 — marasmus,  1 — consumption,  4 
— dropsy,  1— child-bed,  1— pressure  on  the  brain,  1— rheumatic  lever,  1— sudden,  1— lung  fever,  1 — 
dropsy  on  the  brain,  1.    Stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
anil  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be.  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cues  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channinq. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    -  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  -       -      -      -      -      -      -      -      -      -      -      "     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  countiy. 

The  fees  are  $100 — to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  theTremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Phtsicians  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Oilice.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  $3,7*)  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  refcience. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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CASES   OF  AMPUTATION. 

In  the  5th  and  7th  numbers  of  the  India  Journal,  I  observe  an  account 
of  Nipal  Amputations.  Criminals  are  awarded  the  same  punishment  in 
this  part  of  the  world,  and  the  following  account  of  some  cases,  which 
lately  came  under  my  observation,  may  not  be  unacceptable : 

In  the  month  of  July  last,  his  highness  the  Guicwar's  minister  of  jus- 
tice convicted  and  awarded  punishment  to  numerous  prisoners.  Some 
were  condemned  to  die,  others  mutilated  and  set  at  liberty.  On  the  21st 
of  July,  while  several  officers  were  engaged  at  a  pigeon  match,  the  first 
mutilated  object  presented  himself.  He  seated  himself  on  the  ground, 
with  a  clotted  stump  on  each  knee,  apparently  more  for  the  purpose  of 
exciting  commiseration  than  wishing  assistance.  Both  his  hands  had 
been  chopped  off  in  the  morning,  and  from  the  town  of  Baroda  he  had 
wandered  into  camp,  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  I  had  him  conveyed 
to  the  hospital,  but  before  he  arrived,  the  distance  being  considerable,  he 
was  for  some  time  exposed  to  heavy  rain.  About  nine  hours  had  elapsed 
from  the  time  his  hands  were  cut  off  to  the  time  he  reached  the  hospital. 
He  looked  exhausted  and  haggard  :  pulse  slow  and  feeble — no  bleeding 
from  the  stumps,  but  occasionally  a  little  serum  dropped  from  the  coagulated 
blood.  Nothing  had  been  done  to  prevent  hemorrhage  ;  nor  did  he  now 
wish  anything  to  be  done.  He  was  contented  to  get  under  a  roof  where 
he  could  escape  the  rain  and  die  comfortably.  I  ordered  him  some 
brandy  and  water,  and  examined  the  stumps.  The  left  hand  was  hacked 
off  at  the  carpus  in  so  bungling  a  manner,  that  it  had  more  the  appear- 
ance of  having  been  torn  off  than  cut.  One  cut  higher  than  the  others 
penetrated  the  wrist  joint  and  injured  the  ends  of  the  radius  and  ulna. 
1  had  no  hesitation  in  proposing  immediate  amputation,  to  which  at  first 
he  refused  to  submit,  preferring,  he  said,  rather  to  die  than  live  a  burden 
to  himself  and  others.  Fortified,  however,  with  some  more  brandy  and 
water,  which  he  earnestly  called  for,  and  which  his  exsanguined  state 
required,  he  consented.  I  removed  the  arm  by  the  flap  at  the  upper 
third  of  the  fore-arm  ;  only  the  radial  and  ulnar  arteries  required  to  be 
secured.  I  afterwards  examined  the  other  stump  :  it  was  likewise  taken 
off  at  the  carpus,  but  in  a  more  carpenter-like  style  :  the  surface  was 
regular,  and  probably  had  been  separated  at  one  blow :  when  washed 
and  wiped  with  a  sponge,  scarcely  a  drop  of  blood  flowed.  I  proposed 
to  take  out  the  carpal  bones  at  the  wrist  joint  and  leave  skin  sufficient  to 
cover  the  ends  of  the  bones.  He  would  not  consent  to  have  it  done 
then,  and  I  did  not  urge  him,  as  he  was  already  much  exhausted, 
15 
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Simple  dressings  were  applied  ; — he  bad  an  anodyne  draught  and  was  put 
to  bed.  The  following  day  he  had  much  fever,  and  nothing  was  done 
to  the  right  arm. 

The  fever  continued  for  three  days,  and  was  followed  by  diarrhoea, 
which  nearly  proved  fatal.  Notwithstanding  his  bad  state  of  health,  the 
amputated  arm  healed  by  the  first  intention,  and  was  quite  well  in  twenty 
days.  The  right  stump  inflamed  and  foetid  sanies  was  discharged  from 
the  bones  ; — granulations  sprung  up,  but  so  irritable,  that  the  dressings 
gave  him  great  pain.  Finding  that  the  amputated  arm  healed  so  quick, 
and  that  he  could  not  sleep  on  account  of  the  pain  and  irritability  of  the 
other,  he  wished  to  have  it  amputated  likewise.  I  took  it  off  by  the 
flap,  at  the  same  place  as  the  other,  on  the  13th  of  August.  A  pustular 
eruption  with  inflammation  of  the  integuments  of  the  whole  arm  was  the 
only  unusual  occurrence.  He  was  well  and  discharged  on  the  17th  of 
September. 

The  next  case  was  a  man  under  the  care  of  assistant  surgeon  Stovell. 
Two  days  after  the  loss  of  his  hand  he  was  taken  into  hospital.  Nothing 
had  been  done  to  stop  hemorrhage,  and  the  only  application  was  a  dirty 
rag  to  keep  away  the  flies.  He  never  had  fainted  from  loss  of  blood, 
nor  did  he  describe  the  hemorrhage  as  much.  The  executioner  had 
here  also  mistaken  his  aim  :  the  hand  was  taken  off  just  above  the  wrist- 
joint.  The  sore  looked  healthy,  with  the  splintered  ends  of  the  radius 
and  ulna  protruding.  Amputation  was  proposed,  but  he  would  not 
consent. 

From  the  23d  of  July  to  the  16th  of  August  simple  dressings  were 
only  applied.  Granulations  sprung  up,  but  without  any  appearance  of 
covering  the  bones,  which  now  protruded  white  and  decayed,  leaving  no 
doubt  but  that  they  must  slough  before  the  stump  healed.  Amputation 
was  again  proposed  and  consented  to.  The  limb  was  amputated  by  the 
flap  in  the  middle  of  the  forearm,  and  he  was  well  and  discharged  on  the 
16th  day. 

The  only  other  case  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  was  a  man 
under  the  care  of  assistant  surgeon  Budds.  His  hand  was  taken  off  at 
the  carpus ;  the  surface  was  regular,  and  only  two  small  specks  of  bone 
perceptible.  He  was  not  received  into  hospital  till  some  days  after  he 
had  lost  his  hand,  but  the  only  thing  done  or  applied  was,  as  in  the  former 
case,  a  piece  of  rag.  He  would  not  submit  to  amputation  :  nor  was  it 
insisted  on,  as  granulations  were  springing  up  with  every  appearance  of 
covering  the  bones  and  forming  a  tolerable  stump.  Simple  dressings 
were  only  applied,  and  three  months  after,  it  healed,  forming  a  conical 
stump  covered  with  tender  cuticle. 

The  above  cases,  in  conjunction  with  those  by  Mr.  Campbell,  in  the 
7th  number  of  the  Journal,  prove,  evidently,  that  there  is  little  danger 
of  fatal  hemorrhage  from  the  radial  and  ulnar  arteries.  In  the  case 
under  my  charge,  when  both  hands  were  cut  off,  the  bleeding  stopped  nine 
hours  after  the  amputation.  The  blunt  hacking  instrument  employed, 
by  bruising  rather  than  cutting,  may  have,  in  some  measure,  contributed 
to  this.  But  the  chief  preventive  of  fatal  hemorrhage,  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  excessive  bleeding  at  first  exhausting  the  strength  of  the  circulation  ; 
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so  that  small  arteries  removed  from  the  heart  are  not  supplied  with  blood, 
having  sufficient  impetus  to  remove  the  coagula  and  prevent  contraction 
of  the  divided  vessels.  On  this  principle  do  we  not  bleed  in  haemoptysis 
and  other  diseases?  During  the  amputation  of  the  first  arm,  after  the 
patient  had  taken  a  considerable  quantity  of  brandy,  only  two  arteries 
bled,  and  they  were  more  like  the  languid  flow  from  a  vein  than  the  sharp 
spurt  from  an  artery.  As  the  arteries  of  the  unamputated  stump  were 
not  secured,  1  was  apprehensive  lest  hemorrhage  should  take  place  with 
the  return  of  a  more  powerful  circulation,  and  ordered  him  to  be  carefully 
watched.  Twelve  hours  after,  he  had  a  bounding  pulse  ;  but  the  efforts 
of  nature  proved  effectual,  and  there  was  only  a  slight  serous  discharge. 
The  natives  of  Nipal  in  their  treatment  only  anticipate  nature.  They, 
by  tight  bandaging,  partially  obstruct  the  circulation  ;  so  that  the  blood 
at  the  stump  is  diminished  in  force  and  quantity.  Dr.  Koch's  plan,  as 
recommended  by  Mr.  Bramley,  is  similar;  but  there  is  not  much  of  no- 
velty in  it, — for,  in  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century,  before  the  use  of 
ligatures  was  generally  known,  Verduin  recommended  the  flap  operation, 
because  the  fleshy  flap  formed  an  excellent  cushion  with  a  bandage  to 
press  on  the  mouths  of  the  bleeding  vessels.  Among  the  many  late  im- 
provements in  surgery  connected  with  this  subject,  torsion  of  arteries,  as 
recommended  by  M.  Amusat,  is  particularly  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
surgeons ; — and  when  we  know  that  such  arteries  as  the  femoral  are  ef- 
fectually secured  by  simple  torsion,  we  need  not  be  surprised  at  the 
efforts  of  nature  being  sufficient  to  prevent  fatal  hemorrhage  from  such 
arteries  as  the  radial  and  ulnar.  In  the  33d  number  of  Johnson's  Medi- 
cal Revieiv  there  are  several  cases  of  amputation  where  the  arteries  were 
secured  by  torsion  with  astonishing  success.  Mutilated  arms,  on  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  Guicwar's  executioners  perform  their  duty, 
must  generally  require  after-amputation,  and  the  above  cases  show  the 
advantages  of  it. — Amputation  on  healthy  subjects  is  neither  dangerous 
nor  difficult ;  and  the  advantages  of  a  good  stump,  particularly  when  the 
patient  has  been  deprived  of  both  hands,  are  paramount.  When  left  to 
nature,  these  cases  must  require  from  ten  to  twelve  weeks  to  heal  ;  and 
when  healed,  they  are  scarcely  of  any  service,  the  tender  covering  of 
cuticle  being  ruffled  by  the  most  trifling  injury. 

Here,  as  in  Nipal,  a  common  sweeper  is  the  executioner,  and  both 
trial  and  punishment  are  got  over  in  the  most  summary  manner.  The 
judge  passes  sentence,  and  the  executioner,  ready  with  an  w\ze(busoola), 
blindfolds  the  culprit — places  hand  after  hand  on  the  block,  and  at  one, 
two,  or  three  strokes,  separates  the  condemned  member.  The  victim 
to  the  offended  laws  of  his  country  is  then  released  and  at  liberty  to  wan- 
der where  he  listeth,  a  disgusting  monitor  to  all  transgressors.  Theft  is 
generally  punished  with  the  loss  of  one  hand,  but  the  man  whose  case  is 
related  above,  and  who  lost  both  his  hands,  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  har- 
dened villain,  and,  by  his  own  confession,  killed  a  man  on  account  of 
some  ancient  feud.  These  punishments  appear  barbarous  and  disgusting 
in  the  eyes  of  Europeans  ;  and  the  history  of  Nipal  patients,  related  by 
your  correspondents,  shows  the  futility  of  them.  Nevertheless,  if  we 
reflect  on  the  history  of  our  own  country,  at  no  very  distant  period,  we 
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may  find  some  apology  for  the  commission  of  these  cruelties  by  an  Asiatic 
potentate  of  the  present  day  in  the  full  exercise  of  despotic  power. 
Baroda  Camp,  Oct.  9th.  P.  Stuart. 
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FEVER,   WITH    ULCERATIONS    OF    THE    INTESTINES  AND 
HEMORRHAGE. 

BY  AMARIAH   BRIGHAM,  M.D.  OF   HARTFORD,  CONN. 

I  am  induced  to  send  for  publication  the  following  cases,  accompanied  by 
a  few  remarks,  believing  that  it  is  only  by  the  accumulation  of  facts  that 
we  can  reasonably  expect  ever  to  solve  the  mystery  that  has  for  thou- 
sands of  years  enveloped  the  subject  of  fever. 

Mrs.  B.,  of  this  town,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  was  attacked  about  the 
middle  of  September,  1835,  with  the  symptoms  of  continued  fever  then 
prevalent  in  this  city. 

She  was  not  at  any  time  considered  dangerously  ill,  and  the  sixth  day 
of  October  was  thought  to  be  convalescent,  when  suddenly  a  profuse  hae- 
morrhage from  the  bowels  terminated  her  life  in  six  hours. 

No  examination  of  the  body  was  had. 

About  eight  or  ten  days  after  this,  Mr.  Stuart,  son  of  Professor  Stuart, 
of  Andover,  22  years  of  age,  student  of  law,  and  a  boarder  in  the  house 
with  Mrs.  B.,  was  attacked  with  the  symptoms  of  the  same  fever,  but  of 
a  mild  character.  He  had  slight  chills  at  first,  with  headache,  and  com- 
plained of  weakness.  His  tongue  became  coated,  and  he  had  some  thirst. 
After  taking  laxative  medicine,  the  headache  diminished,  and  as  he  com- 
plained of  no  pain,  but  little  was  prescribed  for  him,  further  than  to  keep 
his  bed,  and  pursue  a  moderately  antiphlogistic  course. 

The  evening  of  the  sixth  day  of  his  illness  he  was  considerably  better, 
and  appeared  to  be  convalescent.  His  bowels  had  been  gently  moved 
that  day,  and  he  remarked  that  he  thought  himself  on  the  recovery.  He 
slept  well  until  one  o'clock  of  the  same  night,  when  he  got  up  to  use  the 
close-stool,  upon  which,  after  a  movement  from  his  bowels,  he  fainted. 
He  was  placed  in  bed,  and  soon  recovered  from  the  faintness,  and  in  a 
short  time  got  up  again,  and  again  fainted  in  the  same  manner,  and  a 
third  time  he  also  got  up  and  again  fainted.  At  this  time  he  looked  so 
ghastly  that  his  attendants  became  alarmed,  and  I  was  sent  for.  It  was 
now  discovered  for  the  first  time,  that  what  had  passed  his  bowels, 
amounting  to  two  or  three  quarts,  or  more,  was  blood.  I  found  him  at 
four  o'clock  pulseless,  nearly  speechless,  and  apparently  bloodless.  After 
taking  some  hot  stimulating  and  astringent  remedies,  he  rallied  a  little — 
the  pulse  for  a  short  time  became  perceptible,  but  it  soon  disappeared, 
and  he  expired  at  nine  o'clock,  eight  hours  after  the  first  occurrence  of 
the  haemorrhage. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  in  company  with  Dr.  Sumner,  I 
examined  the  body.  All  the  abdominal  viscera  externally,  appeared 
pale,  but  perfectly  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  about  three  inches  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  ilium,  which  was  of  a  darker  color  and  thickened. 
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The  mesenteric  glands  and  veins  near  this  portion  were  considerably 
enlarged.  On  opening  the  stomach  and  intestines,  no  disease  was  dis- 
covered at  anv  other  point,  but  at  this  part  there  were  several  round 
ulcers,  with  well-defined,  hard,  and  elevated  heads.  One  of  these  ulcers 
was  twice  as  large  as  the  others,  being  of  the  size  of  a  ten  cent  piece, 
and  was  more  elevated  and  rough.  From  this  had  proceeded  the  hae- 
morrhage, as  the  open  mouth  of  a  large  vein  was  distinctly  visible.  There 
was  also  one  ulcer  in  the  caput  coli,  but  this  appeared  to  be  healing,  as 
did  one  or  two  of  the  others. 

The  day  previous  to  the  death  of  Mr.  S.',  Mr.  D.,  aged  22,  a  boarder 
in  the  same  house,  went  to  another  part  of  the  State,  and  the  following 
day  became  sick  with  fever,  and  died  in  a  short  time.  The  particulars 
of  his  illness  I  have  not  learned,  further  than  that  his  brain  appeared 
much  affected,  and  he  died  delirious. 

One  week  after  the  death  of  Mr.  S.,  a  lad,  aged  14,  who  lived  in  the 
same  house,  sickened  with  fever,  and,  after  a  protracted  and  severe  ill- 
ness, recovered. 

I  have  known  many  cases  of  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels  during 
fever,  a  few  of  which  terminated  fatally,  while  others  have  appeared  to 
be  benefited  by  the  bleeding — but  I  have  never  witnessed  a  case  when  a 
fatal  haemorrhage  occurred  so  soon  after  the  commencement  of  fever  as 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  S.  Abercrombie,  in  his  Pathological  and  Practical 
Researches  on  diseases  of  the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal,  relates  one 
case  strikingly  similar  in  every  particular  to  that  of  Mr.  S. 

That  ulceration  of  the  bowels  occurs  in  fever,  has  been  observed  by 
Sydenham  and  the  older  medical  authorities  ;  and  later  pathologists  have 
shown  that  it  sometimes  occurs  in  phthisis  and  other  complaints,  and 
very  frequently  in  typhus  and  continued  fever.  Bretonneau  says  that 
ulcerative  inflammation  of  the  mucous  glands  of  the  bowels  is  generally 
found  in  those  who  die  of  fever.  This  ulceration  is  usually  confined  to 
the  lower  part  of  the  small  intestines.  But  what  is  the  connection  be- 
tween this  ulceration  and  fever?  Is  the  ulceration  a  cause  or  a  conse- 
quence of  the  fever  ?  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  all  fevers  called 
essential  have  a  local  origin,  though  I  cannot  agree  with  Broussais  that 
they  all  result  from  gastro-intestinal  irritation  ;  but  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  in  the  case  of  Mr.  S.,  the  ulceration  was  the  cause  of  the  fever  ; 
and  other  cases  which  I  have  witnessed,  together  with  numerous  ones 
reported  by  Abercrombie,  Louis,  and  others,  have  led  me  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  many,  if  not  most  cases  of  fever,  arise  from  ulceration  of  the 
intestines. 

Does  not  such  ulceration  of  the  bowels  frequently  heal  ?  I  have 
stated  that  some  of  the  ulcers  in  the  case  of  S.  appeared  to  be  healing, 
and  M.  Louis  observed  some  that  he  thought  were  ready  to  cicatrize.  I 
hope  the  physicians  of  this  country  will  direct  more  attention  than  they 
have  hitherto  done,  to  the  examination  of  the  bodies  of  those  that  die  of 
fever,  and  especially  to  the  state  of  the  intestinal  canal.  I  am  aware, 
from  my  own  observation,  that  the  stale  of  the  intestines  has  been  fre- 
quently overlooked  in  examinations  of  the  body,  and  the  fever  attributed 
to  the  lesion  of  the  brain  or  lungs,  or  some  other  organ  that  probably  was 
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secondarily  affected,  as  we  know  that  ulceration  and  irritation  of  the 
bowels  is  sometimes  accompanied  by,  or  appears  to  produce,  violent 
delirium  and  disease  of  other  organs.  Sometimes  ulceration  of  the  bow- 
els, accompanied  by  fever,  suddenly  terminates  fatally  by  perforation  of 
the  bowels.  Many  such  cases  are  recorded,  in  which  there  were  no 
previous  symptoms  indicating  disease  of  the  intestines;  at  other  times  dis- 
ease of  the  bowels  was  indicated  by  severe  pain  or  diarrhoea.  Many 
cases,  however,  of  ulceration  like  that  of  S.  were  unaccompanied  by  pain, 
diarrhoea,  or  tenderness  of  the  bowels,  or  by  any  symptoms  indicating 
disorder  of  the  abdomen,  or  that  could  distinguish  them  from  cases  of 
continued  fever,  that  recovered. 

I  see  no  symptoms,  in  any  of  the  four  cases  I  have  mentioned,  but 
what  may  reasonably  be  attributed  to  ulceration  of  the  bowels.  The 
case  of  Mrs.  B.  and  that  of  S.  proved  fatal  by  hemorrhage  ;  the  delirium 
and  affection  of  the  brain  in  the  case  of  D.  might  be  secondary  and 
caused  by  disease  of  the  intestines,  while  that  of  the  lad  might  be  one  in 
which  the  ulcers  healed.  These  cases  all  seemed  to  originate  from  some 
common  cause,  as  the  individuals  lived  together,  and  their  symptoms 
were  similar  at  the  commencement.  I  ought  to  observe,  that,  at  the 
same  time,  there  were  an  unusual  number  of  instances  in  this  city,  where 
all  or  nearly  all  the  members  of  a  family  had  fever,  one  after  another. 
The  treatment  of  fever  which  has  proved  most  successful  would  seem  to 
justify  the  opinion,  that,  in  many  cases,  the  cause  of  the  fever  was  dis- 
ease of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels.  I  allude  to  the  treatment 
by  bleeding,  leeches  to  the  abdomen,  gentle  laxatives,  demulcent  drinks 
and  quiet. 

The  practice  of  letting  the  bowels  remain  unmoved  in  fever,  or  only 
moving  them  by  very  gentle  means  in  the  commencement,  has  been 
adopted  by  many  practitioners  of  experience  in  this  vicinity,  and  though 
I  have  never  adopted  it  myself,  yet  I  have  been  surprised  to  see  that 
very  often  those  thus  treated  recover.  But  1  cannot  explain  the  recovery 
in  such  cases,  without  supposing  the  primary  disease  to  be  something 
like  ulceration  of  the  intestines,  and  by  letting  the  bowels  remain  quiet 
this  ulceration  heals.  Those  who  have  adopted  this  practice  have  re- 
sorted to  it,  not  from  any  theoretical  views,  but  because  they  observed 
that  moving  the  bowels  frequently  in  fever  produced  diarrhoea  and  irrita- 
tion of  the  bowels,  which  aggravated  the  disease,  and  often  rendered  it 
fatal,  while,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  bowels  were  not  moved,  patients  thus 
treated  more  frequently  recover.  Some  who  have  adopted  this  practice 
have  greatly  erred,  1  think,  in  supposing  that  purgatives  did  injury  by 
too  greatly  reducing;  the  system,  and  have  avoided  other  and  necessary 
depletion  by  bleeding,  and  have  often*  improperly  resorted  to  stimulants. 

1  know  that  a  powerful  purgative  in  the  commencement  of  fever 
sometimes  appears  to  be  serviceable,  and  this  would  no  doubt  be  so  in 
some  cases,  if  the  fever  arose  from  ulcerative  inflammation  of  the  intes- 
tines, by  its  tendency  to  lessen  the  inflammation,  and  thus  dispose  the 
ulceration  to  heal.  Still  I  am  confident  that  frequent,  purgatives  in  fever 
in  a  majority  of  cases  are  injurious ;  their  beneficial  effect  arises  from  the 
depletion  they  produce,  and  this  can  be  effected  far  more  safely  by 


On  the  Stimulating  Effects  of  Cold  Water.  235 


bleeding.  Guided  by  these  views,  I  think  I  have  found,  when  the 
symptoms  would  warrant  bleeding,  that  the  abstraction  of  blood  in  the 
commencement  of  fever,  together  with  gently  evacuating  the  bowels, 
followed  by  local  bleeding,  blistering,  and  cataplasms  to  the  abdomen, 
with  demulcent  diaphoretic  drinks,  the  avoidance  of  purgatives  and  sti- 
mulants, with  complete  quiet  of  body  and  mind,  is  the  most  success- 
ful mode  of  subduing  fever.  Sometimes,  to  be  sure,  symptoms  arise, 
requiring  the  use  of  opium  and  other  remedies.  Sometimes  calomel  ap- 
pears to  be  serviceable,  and  it  would  no  doubt  be  so  if  the  disease  de- 
pended upon  ulceration  of  the  intestines.  But  my  object  is  not  to  enter 
into  detail  respecting  the  treatment  of  fever,  but  to  awaken  inquiry,  by 
calling  attention  to  the  fact,  that  ulceration  of  the  intestines  is  a  very 
frequent  occurrence  in  fever,  and  may  perhaps  often  be  the  cause  of  the 
disease. — Amer.  Journ.  of  the  Meal.  Sciences. 


ON  THE   STIMULATING   EFFECTS  OF  COLD  WATER. 

[The  following  cases,  though  partaking  not  a  little  of  the  marvellous,  are 
related  as  facts  by  Dr.  Davidson,  of  Calcutta,  in  a  late  number  of  the 
India  Medical  Journal.] 

I  have  lately  read  an  account  of  a  recovery  from  the  effects  of  light- 
ning by  the  application  of  cold  water,  in  one  of  the  numbers  of  your 
journal,  and  perhaps  you  will  not  object  to  the  publication  of  the  follow- 
ing circumstances,  which  may  be  relied  on  as  perfectly  free  from  exag- 
geration. 

1  was  once  called  by  my  servants  while  at  Asseergurh,  to  kill  a  large 
powerful  snake  that  was  seen  on  my  farm  yard.  After  a  really  desperate 
fight  I  killed  a  dbaman  six  feet  long,  and,  as  1  then  thought,  smashed  its 
brains  to  atoms  with  a  heavy  solid  bamboo.  I  took  it  up  in  triumph, 
and  carried  it  to  the  front  of  my  bungalow :  as  I  wished  to  preserve  it, 
and  it  had  become  very  dirty,  I  poured  a  gharrah  of  water  over  its  head, 
when,  to  my  great  surprise,  it  immediately  began  running  down  the  hill, 
and  I  had  to  kill  it  over  again.  I  believed  that  the  re-animation  had 
been  caused  by  the  application  of  the  cold  water. 

Returning  from  Bombay  in  1823,  I  passed  through  the  cantonments 
at  Jalna,  then  occupied  by  Madras  troops.  I  called  one  morning  on  Dr. 
Alexander,  who  was  attached  to  the  Horse  Artillery,  and  he  told  me 
that  lie  had,  in  that  morning's  ride,  rode  down  and  killed  a  sickly  wolf, 
with  his  hunting  whip.  I  wished  to  see  it,  and  was  taken  to  the  com- 
pound hedge,  where  the  animal  to  all  appearance  lay  dead.  I  said,  "  I'll 
make  that  wolf  get  up  and  look  you  in  the  face."  Alexander  laughed, 
and  said  that  he  had  smashed  its  skull  with  the  heavy  brass  end  of  his 
whip,  and  trailed  it  lifeless  after  him  for  a  mile  or  two.  I  still  persisted 
that  I  could  re-animate  it.  At  last  he  said,  "  Very  well,  try."  Some 
cold  water  was  procured,  and  on  its  being  dashed  over  the  skull,  the  ani- 
mal got  up,  rested  on  its  fore  legs,  and  stared  at  us  both  with  a  most 
horrid  glare  !  If  Dr.  Alexander  be  alive,  he  will  probably  remember 
his  astonishment  on  the  occasion. 
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In  consequence  of  these  and  similar  occurrences,  I  began  to  place 
great  confidence  in  the  power  of  cold  water  applied  to  the  brain  ;  and  I 
will  now  relate,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance,  which 
shows  that  it  was  not  without  good  cause.  Soon  after  my  return,  one  of 
my  chupprassees  solicited  permission  to  be  absent  for  a  few  days  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  a  large  mela  or  fair,  held  in  the  middle  of  a  dark  and 
gloomy  forest  20  miles  to  the  east  of  the  fortress.  Being  fond  of  seeing 
sights,  I  determined  to  accompany  him,  and  after  having  despatched  a 
tent,  on  the  second  day  I  rode  to  a  village  half  way,  and  slept  there  dur- 
ing the  night ;  next  morning  I  reached  the  fair,  which  was  held  on  an 
open  spot  in  the  centre  of  the  forest.  It  was  a  festival  in  honor  of  one 
of  those  huge  striding  Hindu  deities,  who  from  the  peak  of  the  Himalaya 
placed  one  foot  on  a  rock  in  the  middle  of  the  fair,  and  at  another  step 
stood  on  a  mountain  in  Ceylon  ?  There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact, 
as  the  impression  of  his  foot  was  still  visible  on  the  rock  ;  and  it  was 
visited  once  a  year  with  great  reverence,  by  150,000  innocent  "  Hindus." 
Nothing  occurred  during  the  day,  but  in  the  night  I  was  repeatedly 
awakened  by  a  simultaneous  and  universal  clapping  of  hands  in  honor  of 
the  deity  before  mentioned,  which  in  the  stillness  of  the  forest  had  a  very 
curious  and  startling  effect. 

I  got  up  at  day  break  next  morning,  and  mounting  my  horse,  traversed 
the  fair  in  all  directions,  at  one  time  mightily  tickled  by  observing  fa- 
queers  lying  naked  on  the  thorns  of  the  Babul  (most  carefully  crushed ), 
and  at  another  admiring  the  simplicity  of  the  innumerable  devotees  who 
were  crawling  up  and  down  the  hill,  to  visit  the  sacred  spot.  On  re- 
turning home  I  perceived  at  a  considerable  distance,  on  the  skirts  of  the 
fair,  two  large  mobs.  I  cantered  up  to  the  nearest,  and  instead  of  seeing 
some  outrageously  pious  Hindu  saint,  observed  a  very  stout  and  hand- 
some young  woman  of  about  20,  lying  apparently  dead  on  the  ground. 
I  quickly  dismounted,  and  found  no  signs  of  life,  but  warmth  of  body. 
There  was  no  pulsation  at  the  wrist,  temporal  artery,  heart  or  ancle.  On 
inquiry  I  ascertained  that  she  had  been  lying  two  ghurrees  in  that  state, 
having  fallen  down  suddenly  without  previous  notice  or  illness.  Owing 
to  the  mob  around  her,  the  heat  was  perfectly  suffocating,  and  I  desired 
her  husband,  a  grey-headed  old  man,  to  clear  a  large  space  around  her 
for  the  sake  of  air,  and  I  would  try  to  cure  her.  This  he  eventually 
did,  with  the  assistance  of  other  men,  but  with  great  reluctance  ;  as  he 
said  she  had  been  so  long  dead  that  he  must  take  her  to  be  buried.  She 
was  a  Mussulman  :  I  proceeded  to  examine  the  body  more  minutely,  and 
all  that  I  could  discover  was,  that  the  attack  was  not  epileptic,  but  might 
be  from  spasm. 

I  called  out  for  cold  water,  but  as  none  was  procurable,  I  despatched 
my  groom,  who  brought  my  servants  from  my  tent  with  a  couple  of  large 
gharrahs  meant  for  my  morning  bath,  which  had  been  cooling  all  night. 
The  mob  was  again  cleared,  and  sitting  down,  T  dashed  water  on  the 
woman's  head  two  or  three  times  ;  still  there  were  no  symptoms  of  re- 
turning life.  I  tried  again  and  again,  and  at  last  one  of  the  eyelids  twin- 
kled. Delighted  at  this,  1  cleared  the  ground  again,  and  uncovering  her 
chest,  I  poured  a  whole  gharrah  over  her  body. 
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The  effect  was  magical;  she  suddenly  started  up  with  a  scream,  wiped 
the  water  from  her  face,  seized  her  dishevelled  hair,  twisting  it  behind 
her  head,  snatched  her  clothes,  and  looked  round  with  a  stare  of  aston- 
ishment. A  loud  shout  of  surprise  rent  the  air ;  the  miraculous  cure  of 
the  feringee  spread  like  wild-fire  through  the  fair ;  accompanied  by  her 
sister  and  husband,!  walked  to  my  tent,  surrounded  by  a  dense  crowd  of 
admirers  !  After  seating  the  party  in  my  tent  I  rode  off  to  the  other 
mob,  where  lay  the  body  of  a  boy  of  10  or  12  years  of  age,  surrounded 
by  howling  females.  I  knelt  down  and  found  his  body  also  warm,  but 
without  pulse  ;  I  requested  that  the  mob  might  be  cleared,  and  offered 
to  try  my  skill  on  him,  and  my  request  was  backed  by  many  who  ac- 
companied me  from  the  first  scene,  but  all  in  vain.  I  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  poor  boy  to  his  fate,  and  was  returning  to  my  tent,  which  I 
had  scarcely  reached,  when  I  saw  him  carried  past  with  his  legs  dangling 
in  the  air,  to  be,  in  my  belief,  buried  alive. 

1  found  my  patient's  pulse  very  languid,  and  therefore  gave  her  a  pint 
of  old  Madeira  at  a  draught,  which,  "  nothing  loth,"  she  swallowed,  just 
to  give  a  Jilip  to  the  circulation  !  She  slept  soundly  till  sunset,  when 
without  once  thanking  me  she  walked  out  of  the  tent. 

The  fair  lasted  two  or  three  days  after  this,  during  which  time  I  never 
left  my  tent  without  being  followed  by  a  mob,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
if  I  had  felt  inclined,  I  might  have  set  up  for  a  prophet  without  further 
capital,  and  procured  a  lakh  of  chelas  in  24  hours.  But  you  know  that 
is  not  my  vocation  ! 

A  year  afterwards,  when  riding  through  one  of  the  streets  of  Booraupoor, 
I  overheard  a  conversation  amongst  some  Mussulmans,  who  were  disput- 
ing, who  were  the  most  learned  ?  the  Moosulmans  or  Feringees  ?  One 
vehemently  backed  the  feringees,  and  sw7ore,  "  Koran  ki  Kusum  that 
there  were  none  so  clever,  for  with  his  own  eyes  he  had  seen  one  of 
them  raise  a  dead  woman  to  life."  "  Jhooth  bat,"  said  another.  I 
laughed  ;  the  Philo-feringee  jumped  up,  and  roared  out,  "  Soobhan 
Ullah,  there's  the  sahib  himself,  ask  him.  Krores  of  people  saw  him 
do  it." 

Since  that  period  I  have  repeatedly  stopped  fits  of  epilepsy  in  people 
found  lying  in  the  streets  in  different  towns,  by  the  same  means. 


CASE    OF    INTROSUSCEPTTON,    IN    WHICH    AN    OPERATION  WAS 
SUCCESSFULLY    RESORTED  TO. 

BY  JOHN   ft.   WILSON,  M.D. 

The  subject  of  the  operation  was  a  negro  man,  aged  about  twenty  years, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Charles  Dement.  The  patient  had  labored  for 
seventeen  days  under  bilious  colic,  and  stercoraceous  vomiting,  and  the 
other  more  alarming  symptoms  of  this  disease,  had  appeared.  All  the 
active  purgatives  were  administered  in  vain,  and,  on  the  evening  before 
the  operation  was  resolved  upon,  as  a  dernier  resort,  some  ounces  of 
crude  mercury  were  given.    The  constipation  remaining,  with  the  other 
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formidable  appearances,  it  was  plain  that  nothing  but  the  knife  could 
save  the  patient. 

The  operation  was  performed  in  the  following  manner.  An  incision 
was  made  along  the  linea  alba,  commencing  above  the  umbilicus  and  ex- 
tending two  or  three  inches  below  it,  being  in  all  about  five  inches  in 
extent.  The  bowels  being  protruded  through  the  wound,  that  portion 
involved  in  the  stricture  came  into  view.  It  was  found  to  be  in  the 
ileum.  The  bowel  was  grasped  above  and  below  the  point  of  obstruc- 
tion, and  after  several  efforts  of  considerable  force,  the  adhesion  gave 
way.  The  exertion  necessary  to  break  up  the  attachments,  it  was  feared, 
might  lacerate  the  intestine  ;  but  no  such  accident  followed.  The  bowel 
strangulated  was  of  a  daik  livid  appearance,  evidently  approaching  to 
gangrene,  and  of  double  its  ordinary  size.  The  vessels  of  the  omentum 
were  also  deeply  engorged  with  blank  blood,  apparently  stagnant.  The 
parts  seemed  to  be  on  the  verge  of  mortification.  After  returning  the 
intestines  into  the  abdomen,  having  carefully  excluded  the  atmosphere 
during  the  operation  by  a  warm,  moist  cloth  spread  over  the  viscera,  the 
wound  was  made  secure  by  a  few  stitches  with  the  needle,  and  adhesive 
strips.  The  patient  was  put  to  bed,  and  in  a  very  short  time  voided  the 
mercury  which  he  took  the  evening  before.  His  recovery  was  rapid  and 
entire. 

The  success  of  this  case,  in  which  the  operation  was  so  long  deferred, 
and  at  last  performed  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances,  warrants 
the  propriety  of  resorting  to  it  in  the  disease,  and  proves  that  relief  may 
occasionally  be  afforded  by  this  means,  when  all  others  have  failed. 
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TYPHUS    IN    THE  YOUNG. 

Four  cases  of  typhus  in  children,  occurring  in  the  Hopital  des  Enfans 
Malades,  Paris,  are  related  in  the  London  Lancet,  appended  to  which 
are  the  following  remarks. 

The  above  cases  cannot  be  arranged  under  any  other  head  than  ty- 
phous fever  ;  although,  so  far  as  we  know,  this  latter  affection  has  never 
yet  been  described  by  systematic  writers  as  attacking  children  at  a  very 
early  period  of  life.  However,  the  more  we  see  of  the  diseases  of  child- 
ren, the  more  we  are  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  proposition  laid  down 
by  M.  Guersent,  viz.  that  children  are  subject  to  all  the  diseases  of  adults, 
and,  in  addition,  to  certain  maladies  which  are  peculiar  to  their  tender 
age.  Thus,  in  the  course  of  November  last,  we  had  occasion  to  observe 
the  case  of  a  boy,  eight  years  of  age,  affected  with  an  urinary  fistula  at 
the  root  of  the  scrotum,  not  the  result  of  an  accidental  lesion,  but  pro- 
duced in  a  gradual  manner,  like  the  fistula  caused  by  stricture  in  the 
adult.  Another  case,  not  less  rare,  presented  itself  on  the  18th  of  De- 
cember, 1835.  A  boy,  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  the  hospi- 
tal, in  a  state  of  extreme  weakness  ;  pulse  100  ;  violent  pain  of  the  ab- 
domen ;  twenty  to  twenty-four  stools  in  the  day.  The  patient  died  in  a 
few  hours  after  his  admission,  and,  on  examining  the  body,  the  abdominal 
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aorta  was  found  to  be  the  seat  of  three  large  false  aneurisms;  the  superior 
of  which,  placed  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  kidney,  had  given  way,  to 
the  extent  of  a  couple  of  inches.  About  the  same  time,  a  case  of  cancer 
of  the  abdomen  was  observed  in  the  "  service  "  of  M.  Jadelot,  in  a  child 
six  years  of  age. 

The  lour  cases  we  have  detailed  are  sufficient  to  indicate  the  general 
characters  of  typhus  in  the  child  ;  the  symptoms,  indeed,  seem  to  differ 
very  little  from  those  which  mark  the  disease  in  the  adult  ;  there  is  the 
same  prostration  of  strength,  the  same  derangement  of  the  intelligence 
without  any  sign  of  cerebral  inflammation — in  a  word,  the  same  tendency 
to  adynamic  and  ataxic  symptoms  ;  however,  the  affection  is,  generally 
speaking,  a  much  milder  one  in  the  child  than  in  the  adult ;  the  mortality 
is  much  less  for  the  former  than  for  the  latter,  but  the  march  of  the  dis- 
ease is  precisely  the  same,  and  after  death  we  find  the  same  lesions  in 
the  intestinal  canal. 

The  treatment  adopted  at  the  Hopital  des  Enfans  Ma  lades  is,  in  ge- 
neral, extremely  simple,  and  differs  widely  from  that  which  is  pursued 
in  England.  M.  Guersent  commences  by  applying  a  few  leeches  to  the 
abdomen  (if  the  belly  be  at  all  tender),  and  pursues  what  may  be  strictly 
called  the  "  expectant  method/'  enjoining  diet,  cooling  drinks,  and  a 
sinapism  now  and  then  to  the  legs.  If,  however,  ataxic  symptoms  mani- 
fest themselves,  he  orders  a  tepid  bath,  with  cold  affusion  on  the  head, 
and  applies  blisters  to  the  thighs  instead  of  sinapisms.  The  adynamic 
symptoms  are  rarely  treated  until  they  are  very  far  advanced.  A  lave- 
ment, with  quinine,  is  then  thrown  up  the  rectum,  and  a  few  spoonfuls 
of  Bordeaux  or  Malaga  wine  are  given  every  now  and  then. 

M.  Baudelocque  is  the  only  physician  who  employs  the  purgative 
method,  so  much  in  vogue  in  England  since  the  publication  of  the  work 
of  Hamilton.  The  medicament  he  administers  in  preference  to  others  is 
Seidlitz  water.  The  advantage  of  purging,  however,  has  appeared  very 
doubtful,  especially  in  the  last  few  months,  during  which  a  tendency  to 
dysentery  has  prevailed  amongst  the  patients.  In  several  cases  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  few  spoonfuls  of  Seidlitz  water,  determined  severe  purg- 
ing and  dysenteric  symptoms,  which  eventually  carried  off  the  patient. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to  make  any  farther  remarks  on  this  subject ; 
we  shall  therefore  merely  observe,  in  conclusion,  that,  on  examining 
the  bodies  of  children  which  have  been  cut  off  by  this  disease,  we  have 
never  yet  discovered  the  least  trace  of  inflammation  in  the  cerebro-spinal 
system.  The  stupor,  the  delirium,  and  the  convulsive  movements,  are 
merely  sympathetic  phenomena,  and  certainly  are  not  connected  with  an 
organic  change  of  the  brain  ;  yet  how  often  do  we  see  the  whole  attention 
of  the  physician  directed  to  these  symptoms. 
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BOSTON    MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

We  are  indebted  for  the  following  account  of  the  annual  meeting  of  this 
association,  to  a  medical  gentleman  of  this  city.  Not  being  present  our- 
selves, we  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  the  writer,  who  has  given,  it  is 
believed,  a  very  circumstantial  and  correct  report.  In  consequence  of  a 
large  number  of  the  pages  of  the  Journal  having  been  in  type  when  the 
communication  was  received,  it  has  necessarily  been  inserted  in  its  pre- 
sent place. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — That  the  members  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association  may  not  be 
misinformed  upon  a  subject  which  will  probably  require  their  action,  I 
send  you  the  following  sketch  of  proceedings  at  the  annual  meeting.  In 
a  report  from  memory,  there  are  of  course  no  pretensions  to  verbatim 
correctness.  Yours,  B.  Y. 

The  usual  business  of  the  meeting  having  been  completed,  the  Secre- 
tary (Dr  Storer)  observed,  that  he  wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Association  to  a  subject,  which,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  prevalent 
opinions  with  regard  to  it,  he  trusted  would  have  been  introduced  by  some 
other  member.  Since  this  had  not  been  done,  he  felt  it  a  duty  imposed 
upon  him  by  his  relation  to  the  Association,  as  one  of  its  officers,  howe- 
ver ungrateful  the  task  might  be  to  his  own  feelings  or  to  the  feelings  of 
others,  to  bring  it  forward.  In  doing  so,  he  disclaimed  all  inimical  dis- 
position towards  any  one,  and  would  willingly  apply  to  any  or  all  other 
members,  and  would  willingly  suffer  in  his  own  person,  the  same  measure 
and  degree  of  reproof,  if  merited  by  the  same  course  of  conduct.  In 
order  to  place  the  matter  generally  before  the  meeting,  he  would  read  the 
following  passages  from  the  "  Boston  Code  of  Medical  Police,"  and  the 
"Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association."  "  Every 
man  who  enters  into  a  fraternity,  engages  by  a  tacit  compact,  not  only  to 
submit  to  the  laws,  but  to  promote  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  Associ- 
ation, so  far  as  they  are  consistent  with  morality  and  the  general  good  of 
mankind."  (page  10.)  "  No  member  of  this  Association  shall  consult 
with,  or  voluntarily  meet  in  a  professional  way,  or  aid  and  abet  any  prac- 
titioner resident  in  this  town,  who  is  not  a  member  of  this  Association." 
(Rules  and  Regulations,  Art.  VI.)  "  Every  candidate,  at  the  time  of 
becoming  a  member  of  the  Association,  shall  sign  the  following  obligation, 
which  shall  be  kept  in  a  book  deposited  with  the  Secretary  : — The  under- 
signed approve  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association,  and 
agree  upon  their  honor  to  comply  with  the  same." 

Now  it  is  notorious  (continued  Dr.  S.),  that  the  rules  of  our  fraternity 
have  been  openly  and  grossly  violated  by  an  individual  present,  who  so 
far  from  endeavoring  to  uphold  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  profession, 
has,  on  the  contrary,  given  his  countenance  (through  the  press  and  by 
personal  aid)  to  an  itinerant  charlatan,  whose  character  and  pretensions 
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have  been  fairly  shown  to  deserve,  as  they  have  received,  the  contempt  of 
all  honorable  men.  And  yet  this  individual  comes  here  on  the  day  of  our 
annual  meeting,  and  pretends  to  take  part  with  us  in  those  duties  which 
have  for  their  object  the  elevation  of  professional  character,  and  the  culti- 
vation of  mutual  harmony  and  respect.  As  the  proper  course,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  prescribed  rules,  he  would  move  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
"  Standing  Committee." 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  Mr.  Chairman — I  presume  the  individual  alluded 
to  by  the  gentleman,  is  John  S.  Bartlett,  M.D.  late  of  Marblehead,  who 
now  addresses  you,  and  who,  though  he  may  be  in  years,  is  not  profes- 
sionally the  youngest  of  those  present,  having  held  the  degree  of  Doctor 
in  Medicine  since  the  age  of  eighteen.  I  presume,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
my  offence  consists  in  having  had  the  arrogance,  the  presumption,  the 
impudence  to  say,  in  the  face  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association  and  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  through  the  columns  of  a  paper  of 
which  1  am  an  associate  editor,  that  I  have  seen  a  gentleman  of  great  skill 
in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  Dr.  Williams,  cure  cases  in  a  few 
days  which  neither  the  physicians  of  the  Boston  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 
nor  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  could  cure  in  seven  years,  nor 
even  in  a  whole  life  time  ! — that  I  have  seen  the  blind — persons  who  could 
not  for  forty  years  distinguish  the  brightness  of  the  noon-day  sun  from 
the  darkness  of  murky  midnight — walking  without  a  guide  to  the  oculist's 
room,  and  expressing  the  sincerest  gratitude  for  his  humanity  and  sur- 
passing skill.  I  have  also  had  the  audacity,  the  arrogance,  the  presump- 
tion to  say,  that  I  have  seen  more  quackery  in  the  profession  than  out  of 
it,  and  were  I  now  to  state  the  instances  of  mal-practice  which  present 
themselves  to  my  mind,  and  are  at  my  tongue's  end — instances  for  which 
the  merest  tyro  would  blush — you  yourselves  would  confess  that  in  this 
I  have  uttered  nothing  but  the  truth.  If  these  are  the  offences  for  which 
I  am  to  be  reprimanded,  be  it  so,  I  am  content.  They  are  statements  of 
the  truth — of  what  I  have  seen — statements  which  I  have  now  the  auda- 
city, the  presumption,  the  arrogance,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  Boston 
Medical  Association,  to  repeat. 

There  is  perhaps  another  point  in  which  I  have  offended.  It  was  my 
lot,  on  taking  up  my  abode  in  this  city,  to  find  here  a  gentleman  of  liberal 
attainments,  an  honest  and  high-minded  man,  who  had  received  the  de- 
gree of  M.D.  at  Edinburgh,  and  whom  I  now  consider  my  most  intimate 
and  confidential  friend  and  associate.  Upon  inquiring  of  this  gentleman 
why  he  had  not  become  a  member  of  this  association,  he  stated  that  none 
of  the  members,  with  the  exception  of  yourself,  Mr.  Chairman  (for  whose 
personal  and  professional  character  my  friend  and  myself  entertain  the  pro- 
foundest  respect),  and  my  other  valued  friend  on  my  left  (Dr.  Lewis),  had 
extended  to  him  that  courtesy  with  which  in  foreign  cities  it  is  considered 
etiquette  to  greet  new  comers,  and  for  that  reason  he  had  declined  uniting 
with  them.  Now,  sir,  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  if  I  am  to  be  per- 
secuted for  consulting  with  this  gentleman,  or  with  any  one  else  whom  I 
consider  worthy  of  confidence  and  respect,  because  he  or  they  happen 
not  to  belong  to  this  Association,  I  care  not.  I  shall  consult  with  whom 
I  please,  whenever  I  please,  and  wherever  I  please,  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Boston  Medical  Association  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing ;  and  in  this,  sir,  I  shall  follow  the  example  of  your  late  venerated 
instructer,  Dr.  Samuel  Danforth.  But  I  find  myself  somewhat  excited, 
and  shall  pursue  the  subject  no  farther. 
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The  Chair  explained  as  to  the  call  made  upon  the  individual  alluded  to 
(a  Dr.  Kearney),  that  the  visit  was  one  of  inquiry  at  the  request  of  a  gen- 
tleman, with  regard  to  a  patient  (a  valuable  domestic),  under  that  indivi- 
dual's care,  and  was  not  by  any  means  a  visit  of  ceremony.  He  dis- 
claimed all  acquaintance  with  the  person  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Bartlett. 

Dr.  Bartlett  regretted  that  he  should  have  misapprehended  the  Chair- 
man's intention  :  he  begged  to  assure  him,  however,  that  his  friend  Dr. 
Kearney  entertained  the  utmost  respect  for  him,  and  frequently  mentioned 
his  kind  attention  in  terms  of  the  highest  gratification. 

Dr.  Lewis  believed  that  the  rule  read  by  the  Secretary  had  not  been 
very  strictly  observed.  He  should  feel  it  his  duty,  were  this  case  insisted 
upon,  to  bring  up  others  of  perhaps  a  more  aggravated  character.  He 
would  only  refer  to  the  case  of  the  Vice  President  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  (Dr.  Miller),  whom  he  had  more  than  once  met  in  con- 
sultation, and  who  was  not  a  member  of  this  Association. 

It  was  remarked  by  members,  that  Fellows  of  the  Mass.  Med.  Society 
who  were  only  temporary  residents  in  the  city  did  not  come  within  the 
rule  :  the  same  remark  applied  to  regular  physicians  from  abroad,  who 
merely  came  to  town  in  behalf  of  a  patient  or  friend. 

Dr.  Fisher  denied  the  truth  of  Dr.  Bartlett's  statements  in  relation  to 
the  soi-disa?it  Dr.  Williams.  He  was  not  going  into  a  discussion  of  that 
person's  pretensions  ;  their  utter  worthlessness  had  already  been  fairly 
exposed  by  as  honorable  and  high-minded  a  man  as  the  profession  could 
boast  of,  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe.  But  that  he  in  any  way,  or  by  any  means, 
performed  the  feat,  so  triumphantly  trumpeted,  of  restoring  the  blind  to 
sight,  he  entirely  disbelieved.  Those  very  individuals  whom  he  pretended 
to  have  cured,  gulled  and  cheated  of  their  money,  were  also  cheatingly 
and  cunningly  persuaded  into  the  belief  of  perfect  vision.  Dr.  Reynolds 
had  seen  and  examined  these  very  cases,  and  could  vouch  for  the  accu- 
racy of  this  statement. 

Dr.  Storer  could  find  no  evidence  upon  the  records  of  the  very  frequent 
violation  of  the  rule  that  had  been  mentioned  ;  and  he  ventured  to  say 
that  if  such  had  been  the  case,  some  indication  of  the  fact  would  appear 
there.  Be  that  as  it  might,  he  could  not  consent  to  remain  silent  under 
the  open  and  barefaced  bullying  of  the  individual  who  had  so  grossly  in- 
sulted the  Association,  and  were  not  a  certain  course  laid  down  in  the 
rules  for  such  cases,  he  should  move  at  once  that  Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett  be 
expelled.  After  solemnly  pledging  his  honor  that  he  will  comply  with 
our  rules,  he  comes  here  and  tells  us  that  he  has  violated  them,  and  will 
violate  them  wherever  and  whenever  he  pleases.  He  hoped  to  hear  a 
full  expression  of  those  opinions  upon  this  matter,  which  he  felt  confident 
a  large  majority  of  the  Association  entertained. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett,  in  order  to  save  discussion,  begged  leave  to  with- 
draw from  the  Association. 

Dr.  Hale  trusted  that  no  such  course  would  be  allowed.  He  considered 
himself  as  standing  in  a  very  different  relation  to  Dr.  Bartlett  than  when 
he  entered  the  room,  and  he  hoped  that  after  what  had  fallen  from  him, 
the  Association  would  not  fail  so  glaringly  in  self-respect  as  to  allow  him  to 
pass  its  doors  without  marked  and  appropriate  censure.  He  would  throw 
all  discussion  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  persons  of  whom  he  avowed 
himself  an  associate  out  of  the  question,  and  regard  only  the  very  plain 
rule  which  should  guide  us,  viz.  the  question  whether  he  had  or  had  not 
violated  that  by-law  which  prohibits  him  from  meeting  professionally  in- 
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dividuals,  stationary  or  itinerant,  not  members  of  this  Association.  He 
says  that  he  has — he  is  convicted  by  his  own  confession — and  has  sub- 
jected himself  to  the  penalty  which  the  Association  has  the  right,  and  he 
trusted  would  have  the  firmness  to  inflict. 

Dr.  Bigelow  thought  there  were  some  reasons  why  this  matter  should 
not  go  to  the  Standing  Committee  The  duty  of  that  Committee  would 
be  to  hear  the  evidence  in  support  of  any  charges  brought  before  I  hem. 
Now  after  the  very  full,  explicit,  frank,  and  candid  avowal  that  had  "just 
been  made  by  the  gentleman,  and  the  very  lucid  and  full  explanation  af- 
forded by  him  of  his  views  and  opinions,  it  would  seem  hardly  necessary 
to  look  farther.  The  Association  had  the  evidence  before  it  from  the 
lips  of  the  best  possible  witness,  the  gentleman  himself,  and  it  was  impro- 
bable that  any  more  protracted  investigation  would  place  the  subject  in  a 
clearer  light. 

Dr.  George  Hayward  was  of  opinion  that  this  affair  should  not  be 
lightly  passed  over.  It  was  not  to  be  trifled  with,  its  final  disposition 
would  determine  whether  the  Association  shall  hold  together  or  be  dis- 
solved. If  the  former  were  desired,  it  can  only  be  done  by  a  rigid  en- 
forcement of  the  rules,  and  an  equally  rigid  and  ready  reproof  for  their 
infringement.  In  the  present  case  he  knew  of  but  one  course  to  be  pur- 
sued. A  member  comes  here,  sir,  and  after  acknowledging  that  he  vo- 
luntarily affixed  his  signature  to  a  solemn  promise,  u  upon  his  honor,"  to 
uphold  the  good  name  of  the  profession  and  obey  its  rules,  repeats,  in  a 
very  boasting  manner,  that  he  lias  broken  our  laws,  that  he  will  break 
them  and  we  may  help  ourselves  if  we  can.  If  this  be  suffered  to  pass 
with  impunity,  we  may  as  well  dissolve  the  Association  at  once,  since  its 
very  end  and  aim  is  defeated. 

Dr.  McKean  saw  no  possible  good  from  any  discussion  at  this  stage  of 
the  business.  He  called  for  the  question  on  Dr.  Storer's  motion,  which 
was  put  and  carried. 

The  charges  against  Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett,  therefore,  are  referred  to 
the  following  gentlemen,  who  compose  the  Standing  Committee. 

John  Randall,  M.D. 
Jacob  Bjgelow,  M.D. 
John  B.  Brown,  M.D. 
John  Ware,  M.D. 

Boston,  May  10th,  1836.  George  Hayward,  M.D. 


ANNUAL    MEDICAL  MEETING. 

On  the  last  Wednesday  of  May,  one  week  from  this  day,  the  Fellows  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  convene  at  their  apartments  in 
Pearl  Street.  It  is  presumed  that  gentlemen  from  the  country  generally, 
will  be  punctual  in  their  atttendance.  For  the  last  few  years,  the  repre- 
sentation from  the  western  part  of  the  Commonwealth  has  not  been  as 
full  as  could  have  been  wished.  The  county  of  Berkshire  has  greatly 
neglected  this  most  important  general  meeting.  The  distance  which  the 
members  are  obliged  to  travel,  over  an  extremely  rough  section  of  coun- 
try, however,  is  an  apology  for  them.  It  is  not  possible  to  relate,  pre- 
cisely, the  kind  of  business  that  will  come  before  the  Society.  Doubtless 
some  modification  of  the  By-Laws  may  be  deemed  necessary.  The  an- 
nual address  is  to  be  delivered  at  one  o'clock.  No  particular  changes  are 
contemplated  in  the  government  of  the  institution.  On  the  day  following, 
the  newly  elected  board  of  Counsellors  will  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 


244 


Medical  Intelligence. 


President,  in  the  place  of  the  present  distinguished  gentleman,  who  de- 
clines being  a  candidate  for  the  ensuing  year.  We  are  free  to  confess 
our  partiality  for  Dr.  Shattuck,  of  this  city,  as  his  successor.  No  one 
can  doubt  the  qualifications  of  that  gentleman,  nor  for  one  moment  ques- 
tion his  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Chair  with  honor  to  himself, 
and  with  honor  and  permanent  advantage  to  the  Society  at  large. 


Medical  Meetings. — A  special  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the 
Mass.  Medical  Society  was  held  at  the  Athenaeum,  on  Wednesday  last, 
which  stands  adjourned  to  11  o'clock,  this  day,  at  the  same  place. — On 
Wednesday  next,  the  anniversary  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  the  fel- 
lows will  dine  together  at  Faneuil  Hall. 

xCf^  Since  writing  the  prefatory  note  to  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Boston  Medical  Association,  Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett  has  called  to  request  us  to  state 
that  he  is  confident  that  many  of  the  expressions  attributed  to  him  in  that  report, 
are  too  warmly  expressed,  and  that  he  believes  the  language  of  Dr.  Storer  to  be 
also  too  highly  colored-  As  Dr.  Bartlett  had  never  been  apprised  of  his  intended 
impeachment,  having  received  no  official  notice  other  than  that  of  the  usual  an- 
nual meeting  upon  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Society,  he  must  naturally  have 
spoken  under  strongly  excited  feelings  at  this  sudden  charge. 

He  is  however  confident  that  he  never  indulged  in  the  frequent  repetition  of 
certain  phrases  attributed  to  him  by  the  reporter,  nor  does  he  believe  he  used  the 
words  "more  quackery,"  but  merely  "an  equal  amount  of  quackery." 

Sailed  from  New  York  on  the  10th  inst.  in  the  ship  Franconia,  for  Liverpool, 
Dr.  O.  H.  Partridge,  of  Augusta,  Me.  and  Dr.  S.  S.  Bugbee,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Wliole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  May  14,  30.    Males,  16 — Females,  14. 

Of  bowel  complaint,  1— suicide,  2— convulsions,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— quinsy,  1 — infantile,  2 
— consumption,  2 — lung  fever,  3 — spasms,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1— teething,  2 — dropsy,  1 — old  age, 
1— scrofula,  1 — croup,  1— abscess,  1— child-bed,  2— fever  and  ague,  1— liver  complaint,  1— inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1. 


TO    THE    MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

Improved  Surgeons'  Trusses  for  the  immediate  relief  and  radical  cure  of  Hernia,  invented  by  Heber 
Chase,  M.D.  of  Philadelphia. 

These  instruments  for  the  treatment  of  the  several  forms  of  reducible  hernia  are  now  offered  to  the 
attention  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  this  city.  They  have  been  submitted  to  the  test  of  expe- 
rience, by  their  successful  application,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  under  the  immediate  inspection  of 
many  distinguished  medical  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia.  The  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
Society,  who  were  appointed  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  various  instruments  in  use  for  the  treat- 
ment of  hernia,  reported  in  favor  of  those  of  Dr.  Chase,  to  which  report  the  profession  are  referred,  as 
published  in  the  February  No.  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science.  They  are  also  highly 
recommended  by  Profs.  Horner,  Jackson,  Gibson,  McLellan  and  Rush,  of  Philadelphia — Drs.  Harris 
and  Bryant,  surgeons  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  who  testify  not  only  to  the  superior  claims  of  the  instrument, 
but  to  the  honorable  and  strictly  professional  course  of  the  inventor.  These  instruments  will  be 
applied  by  E.  W.  LEACH,  M.D.  No.  113  Hanover  Street. 

Boston,  May  18,  1836.  3m. 


AN  EXCELLENT  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN. 

A  physician,  situated  in  a  pleasantly  located  town,  ten  miles  north  of  Boston,  being  about  to  leave 
the  country,  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  stand  and  business.  His  stand  consists  of  a  convenient  house, 
barn,  &c.  with  seventeen  acres  of  land.  His  business  is  extensive,  and  affords  an  excellent  chance 
fur  a  practitioner  of  experience.  Applications  to  be  made  to  the  editor  of  this  Journal  (if  by  letter, 
post-paid),  who  will  furnish  the  address  of  the  advertiser.  If  the  estate  and  business  together  should 
be  an  objection  to  the  purchaser,  they  would  be  disposed  of  separately,  to  suit  his  convenience.  Ap- 
plications are  requested  to  be  made  immediately,  as  the  advertiser  wishes  to  leave  the  place  by  Au- 
gust next. 

May  18,  1836.  eptf. 
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INSANITY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Definition,  explanation,  illustrations,  or  description  of  Insanity.  The 
terms  sanus,  sain,  sane  ;  sound,  right,  healthy,  settled  in  mind,  not  er- 
roneous, &c.  are  used  relatively  to  the  ordinary  states  of  the  understand- 
ing : — insane,  the  contrary  and  negative  of  the  above,  out  of  one's  wits, 
beside  one's-self,  &c.  are  terms  descriptive  of  the  various  states  or  con- 
ditions of  the  understanding  to  which  the  name  "  insanity  "  is  applied. 
Spurzheim  calls  it  "  a  disease  of  any  intellectual  faculty,  the  sufferer  not 
being  aware  of  the  disease  ;  or,  the  existence  of  some  of  the  natural  pro- 
pensities in  such  violence  that  he  cannot  but  yield  to  them, — a  mental 
affection,  depriving  the  sufferer  of  the  power  of  proper  self-direction." 
Lord  Hale  calls  it  "  the  absence  of  so  much  reason  and  understanding 
as  make  the  individual  accountable  for  his  actions."  Dr.  Andrew 
Combe,  of  Edinburgh,  tells  us,  "  the  prevalent  notion  is,  that  some  peo- 
ple possess  a  certain  quantity  of  mind,  reason,  intellect,  understanding, 
&c. ;  that  insanity  implies  a  diminution  of  this  certain  natural,  ordinary 
quantity.  It  seems  to  be  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  invent  any  brief 
description  which  shall  comprehend  the  various  affections  whence 
insanity  originates,  or  to  construct  a  general  delineation  of  a  single  condi- 
tion of  disease,  called  disordered  mind.  This  is  not  a  specific  disease, 
but  a  symptom  attending  many  affections.  A  description  of  it  must  give 
a  distinctive  definition  of  each  of  the  maladies  from  which  it  arises.  It 
is  the  prolonged  departure,  without  an  adequate  external  cause,  from  the 
state  of  feeling  and  modes  of  thinking,  natural  character  and  habits  usual 
to  the  individual  in  health,  that  is  the  true  picture  or  symptom  of  disor- 
der in  mind.  The  degree  in  which  this  disorder  ought  to  be  held  as 
constituting  insanity,  is  a  question  on  which  we  can  scarcely  hope  for 
unanimity  of  sentiment  and  opinion.  The  attempt  to  fix  the  line  of  de- 
marcation between  insanity  and  the  minor  forms  of  mental  disease  has 
never  been  attended  with  success.  The  slighter  kinds  of  most  diseases 
run  by  such  imperceptible  degrees  into  the  more  permanent  and  severe, 
that  we  are  daily  unable  to  determine  the  point  at  which  the  malady 
stands,  and  it  is  often  by  the  event  alone  that  we  are  enabled  to  form  an 
accurate  opinion.  Whenever,  along  with  evident  signs  of  bodily  disease, 
without  the  existence  and  continual  actions  of  any  adequate  external 
cause,  the  temper,  dispositions  or  habit  of  thinking  and  feeling,  are  per- 
manently altered  from  their  natural  state  to  such  a  degree  as  to  com- 
municate impulses  to  action,  too  powerful  to  be  resisted,  or  to  present. 
16 
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palpably  erroneous  views  in  too  plausible  a  light  to  be  set  aside  by  one's 
own  understanding,  which  would  previously  have  been  able  to  see  and 
to  perceive  their  falsity,  then  the  disorder  of  the  mental  powers  becomes 
such  as  we  are  accustomed  to  designate  by  the  names  insanity,  melan- 
choly, mania.  If  an  individual  who  has  always  been  remarkable  for  a 
deferential  deportment  and  habitual  politeness,  lays  aside  those  qualities, 
and  without  provocation  or  adequate  cause  assumes  unpolished  forward- 
ness, a  rough  manner ;  if  a  person  who  has  been  noted  all  his  life  for 
prudence,  steadiness,  regularity,  sobriety,  suddenly  becomes,  without  any 
adequate  change  in  his  external  situation,  rash,  unsettled  and  dissipated 
in  his  habits,  or  vice  versa  ;  if  a  father  of  a  family,  who  in  his  usual  con- 
dition enjoys  his  home,  delights  in  the  society  of  his  family,  and  commu- 
nicates with  each  and  all  of  them  with  friendly  confidence,  become,  with- 
out sufficient  external  cause,  estranged  from  his  domestic  circle,  shy, 
silent  or  suspicious,  sharp  or  irritable  in  temper  ;  however  clear  his  intel- 
lectual powers  may  be,  and  however  well  he  may  conduct  his  affairs  ; 
the  soundness  of  mind  of  such  an  individual  may  become  a  subject  of  ques- 
tion. In  all  such  cases,  it  is  to  be  inquired  how  far  his  capacity  of  proper 
self-direction  in  his  intercourse  with  society  is  affected  ;  whether  he  is 
deprived  of  his  natural  power  of  sound  judgment  in  his  affairs;  is  the 
departure  from  his  sound  or  ordinary  state  of  mind,  such  as  justifies  con- 
finement of  the  sufferer,  or  restraint  of  his  use  and  disposal  of  his  property, 
so  that  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  law  and  of  his  friends  to  step  in  for 
his  and  their  protection  ; — can  he  distinguish  right  from  wrong  ;  does  he 
know  that  in  doing  a  mischievous  act  he  commits  a  crime,  and  offends 
against  the  laws  of  God  and  man  ;  is  he  impressed  with  the  consciousness 
of  guilt  and  fear  of  punishment  ?  " 

Medico-legal  testimony. — No  discreet  person  or  physician  professes 
to  be  competent  to  discourse  on  these  various  states  or  conditions,  unless 
he  is  one  of  the  small  number  of  persons  who  have  had  and  improved 
the  means  of  witnessing  and  examining  attentively  and  extensively  those 
various  states  and  conditions.  Even  these  few  persons  are,  not  seldom, 
justly  reserved  in  forming  opinions,  as  to  these  various  states  and  condi- 
tions, which  opinions  are  to  affect  human  life  and  happiness.  That  the 
medical  testimony  of  others  than  those,  as  to  these  various  states  and  con- 
ditions, is  often  loose,  inaccurate,  contradictory,  confused,  is  not  so  strange, 
as  it  is  that  those  others  should  be  called  or  should  undertake  to  testify 
as  to  these  various  states  and  conditions  (with  which  they  must  feel  that 
they  are  not  familiar  and  that  they  know  but  little),  unless  in  defect  of 
better  testimony,  and  unless  after  such  explanations  and  acknowledgments 
as  prevent  undue  reliance  on  or  expectations  from  such  testimony. 
Should  not  professional  witnesses  introduce  their  testimony  by  stating  how 
far  their  attentions  and  means  of  observation  have  been  connected  with 
the  subject  of  their  testimony  ?  Some  lawyers  appear  to  devote  them- 
selves to  criminal  jurisprudence,  some  to  civil,  some  to  conveyance  and 
topics  connected  with  it,  &ic.  Such  devotion  gives  especial  weight  to 
their  respective  judgment  in  their  several  departments.  "  It  is  in  the 
habitual  watching  and  just  appreciation  of  all  collateral  conditions  and 
differences,  that  an  accomplished  observer  shows  his  superiority  over  one 
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who  proceeds  with  less  extensive  observation.  The  former,  dreading  to 
overstep  the  limits  of  positive  knowledge,  of  which  facts  are  the  only 
basis,  is  most  scrupulous  in  examining  what  are  called  such,  before  he 
admits  them,  and  in  investigating  modifying  influences,  in  comparing  re- 
mits and  tracing  relations."  The  immense  variety  of  appearances  pre- 
sented to  him  who  observes  attentively  insanity  and  other  forms  of  dis- 
ease, renders  him  unceasingly  cautious  in  drawing  deductions  from  an 
incomplete,  imperfect,  partial,  limited  survey.  Such  does  not  suffice  in 
the  criminal  proceedings  applied  to  alleged  insanity,  which  practically 
allow  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  each  case  under  ex- 
amination, without  being  limited  to  the  abstract  question  of  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  insanity.  Greater  accuracy  in  making  observations, 
and  greater  caution  in  reasoning  from  them,  than  are  usually  exhibited  in 
such  cases,  are  imperatively  required. 

Causes  of  Insanity. — Dissection  has  not  revealed  any  morbid  condi- 
tion of  the  brain  peculiar  to  and  characteristic  of  insanity.  When  the 
beginning  of  a  certain  case  of  insanity  has  been  immediately  preceded 
by  distinct  sensation  of  much  uneasiness  in  the  inner  part  of  the  head, 
and,  after  death,  the  inner  part  of  the  brain  exhibits  disorganization,*  it 
then  would  seem  probable  that  disease  of  the  brain  had  been  among  the 
causes  of  this  certain  case  ;  and,  if  thorough  examination  of  the  history  of 
this  particular  case  affords  no  further  explanation,  then  this  particular 
case  would  seem  to  have  been  caused  principally  by  disease  of  the  brain, 
but  would  not  account  for  other  cases  differing  from  it.  Causes  are  to 
be  sought,  not  to  be  assumed. 

"  It  is  a  common  idea  that  after  the  subsidence  of  a  severe  disease,  or 
after  recovery  from  an  injury,  a  morbid  irritability  and  proneness  to  irre- 
gular action  remains,  which  without  obvious  cause,  or  on  the  application 
of,  or  exposure  to  what  are  generally  considered  to  be  even  the  slightest 
exciting  causes,  is  likely  to  be  followed  by  an  outbreaking  of  the  disease 
— that,  on  account  of  the  liability  to  diseased  action  consequent  to  attacks 
of  disease,  there  are  many  persons  who  cannot  be  cured  only  to  a  certain 
point ;  they  retain  so  lively  a  susceptibility  that  the  slightest  causes  pro* 
voke  a  recurrence  of  disease,  that  their  health  can  be  preserved  only  by 
being  where  no  shock  or  event  is  likely  to  occur  to  throw  them  into  their 
former  state  ; — that,  however  calm  and  rational  some  people  who  have 
been  insane  may  be  while  enjoying  the  quietude  of  domestic  society,  it 
must  never  be  supposed  that  they  are  in  as  perfect  possession  of  their 
senses  as  if  they  had  never  been  ill.  In  ordinary  circumstances,  and 
under  ordinary  excitement,  their  perception  may  be  accurate,  and  their 
judgment  perfectly  sound  ;  but  that  they  are  unable  to  withstand  any 
unusual  exertion,  any  sudden  provocation,  or  any  unexpected  and  press- 
ing emergency  :  there  being  a  wTide  difference  between  the  small  portions 
of  intellect  and  physical  strength  called  into  action  in  the  retirement  of 
the  habitual  invalid,  and  that  which  is  required  and  displayed  by  the  sane 


*  Uneasiness  and  distress  may  be  felt  in  and  may  seem  to  emanate  from  a  certain  part,  yet  no  dis- 
organization or  appearance  of  disease  may  be  there  detected  on  dissection.  Then,  it  may  be  uncertain 
whether  that  part  was  the  seat  of  disease,  or  only  of  the  sensation,  derived  elsewhere.  AropTttat-Jtfn 
of  a  limb  does  not  at  once  terminate  the  fefclingB  Which  used  thefcenvto  jjrbce'ted  from  it. 
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person  when  in  health,  in  the  wider  field  of  public  and  private  duty." 
Yet,  occasions,  in  abundance,  there  are  for  congratulating,  persons  who 
seem  to  be  tender,  who  have  been  insane,  or  otherwise  sick,  that  they 
pass  unharmed  through  what  were  apprehended  to  be  great  perils  and 
incitements  to  disease,  formidable  shocks  and  trials,  which  sometimes 
prove  great  advantages  both  to  health  and  reason.  There  are  great  dif- 
ferences in  our  susceptibility  to  disease.  Some  people  fall  into  it  without 
any  apparently  propelling  force  or  appreciable  exposure.  The  fact  that 
an  individual  has  labored  under  a  disease,  proves  that  he  has  been  suscep- 
tible of  it,  not  that  he  remains  so.  For  some  attacks  of  disease  seem,  as 
it  is  called,  "  to  season,"  protect,  corroborate  the  late  sufferer  against 
future  attacks,  or  he  becomes  less  impressed  by  them,  recovers  from  them 
more  readily  than  before.  After  certain  attacks  of  disease  an  improved 
condition  occurs,  and  the  late  sufferer  asserts  that  till  now  he  has  never 
experienced  the  vigor  of  life.  "  It  is  not  uncommon  to  see  persons  who 
have  been  accounted  to  be  tender  and  nervous  and  unfit  for  doing  any- 
thing, while  they  were  the  subjects  of  excessive  precautions  and  solici- 
tudes, deriving  the  utmost  advantage  from  events,  even  apparent  misfor- 
tunes, which  throw  them  upon  their  own  resources,  and  force  them  to 
exert  their  utmost  energies  to  maintain  a  respectable  standing  in  society, 
&c.  The  weakness,  tremors  and  apprehensions  which  formerly  seemed 
an  inborn  part  of  themselves,  disappear  as  if  by  enchantment,  and  strength, 
vigor  and  happiness  take  their  place  ;  that  exercise  of  the  powers  being 
supplied  which  is  indispensable  to  healthy  existence,  and  to  comfort  and 
welfare." 

In  a  lucid  interval  or  intermission  of  insanity,  when  the  cloud  which 
enveloped  the  understanding  seems  passed  away,  and  reason  seems  to 
shine  forth  in  its  original  brightness,  is  it  likely  that  health  is  restored  ? 
that  the  disease  is  vanished?  Mischievous  acts, committed  in  such  inter- 
vals of  insanity  as  do  not  exceed  in  duration  the  intervals  between  the 
paroxysms  of  intermittent  fever,  or  of  neuralgia  or  tic  douloureux,  are 
not  likely  to  be  presented  to  the  tribunal  of  a  jury,  but,  by  common  con- 
sent, to  be  referred  to  the  disease.  Generally,  the  most  important  judi- 
cial proceedings,  relative  to  acts  of  persons  who  are  said  to  have  been 
insane,  take  place  so  long  after  the  commission  of  the  acts,  that  time 
enough  has  elapsed  for  what  is  entitled  to  the  name  of  "  lucid  interval  or 
intermission,"  to  be  terminated  by  new  acts,  or  by  a  recurrence,  of  insanity, 
protective  of  the  accused,  without  resort  to  surmises.  The  terms  "  in- 
termission, lucid  interval,"  are  applicable  only  to  past  conditions  ;  we 
have  no  knowledge  which  enables  us  to  foresee  a  distant  change  in 
health.  The  inquiry  is  not  whether  the  act  in  question  could  have  been 
the  result  of  insanity,  but  whether  it  was  probably  so.  If  the  fact  that 
it  can  be  made  to  appear  that  an  individual  has  ever  been  beside  himself 
is  to  lead  to  the  question  whether  an  alleged  criminal  act  may  not  possi- 
bly have  resulted  from  insanity,  then  all  dreamers,  sleep-walkers,  epilep- 
tic, cataleptic,  apoplectic,  hysteric,  hydrophobic,  convulsionary  people, 
those  who  have  ever  suffered  under  febrile  delirium,  tremulous  delirium, 
delirium  of  erysipelas,  of  child-bed,  may  with  special  security  give  loose 
to  a  mischievous,  malevolent,  and  spiteful  disposition.    (See  p.  258.) 
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If  a  man  believing  himself  "  to  be  the  Christ,"  but  exhibiting  in  other 
respects  no  unsoundness  of  mind,  slays  his  keeper  for  confining  "  the 
Saviour  of  mankind,"  is  this  man  responsible  for  the  slaying?  If  a  man, 
exhibiting  in  other  respects  no  unsoundness  of  mind,  imagines  himself  to 
be  the  owner  of  large  possessions,  that  are  unjustly  "withheld  from  him, 
and  that  a  certain  person  stands  in  the  way  of  his  rights,  can  he  be  held 
responsible  for  shooting  that  person  ?  Ought  not  a  phrenologist  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  answer — he  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  doing  to  that 
keeper  or  person  what  he  is  authorized  to  do  to  him  who  so  confines, 
withholds  and  stands  in  the  way  : — to  be  irresponsible  for  tire  slaying  or 
shooting,  there  must  be  proved,  insanity  more  general  than  that  above 
described  ;  or,  phrenologically,  morbid  excitement  of  the  organs  of  Com- 
bativeness  and  Destructiveness,  producing  irresistible  raving,  violence  and 
fury.  For  so  doing,  he  would  be  entitled  to  the  indulgence  which  is 
usually  accorded  to  one  who  reasons  and  acts  justly  from  wrong  impres- 
sions, honestly  received  and  irresistibly  held  and  imbedded  in  his  under- 
standing and  imagination.  In  lack  of  such  proof,  malice  prepense  and 
undue  revenge  are  imputable  to  him  ;  such  appears  to  be  the  conclusion 
to  which  the  views  of  phrenologists,  at  least,  on  this  subject,  must  result. 
Lord  C.  J.  Mansfield,  in  Bellingham's  Trial,  said,  "if  a  patient,  fancying 
the  existence  of  injury,  seeks  opportunity  of  gratifying  revenge,  if  he  was 
capable,  in  other  respects,  of  distinguishing  right  from  wrong,  there  is  no 
excuse  for  any  act  of  atrocity  which  he  might  so  commit  ;  "  and  Mr. 
Alison  then  said,  "  unquestionably  the  mere  fancying  a  series  of  injuries 
to  have  been  received  will  not  serve  as  an  excuse  for  murder,  for  this 
plain  reason,  that  supposing  it  true  that  such  injuries  had  been  receiv- 
ed, they  would  have  furnished  no  excuse  for  the  shedding  of  blood. " 
The  ascertained  existence  of  such  fancies,  may  lead  to  the  search  for 
further  delusion,  but  gives  no  evidence  or  right  of  presumption  of  their 
existence. 

Notwithstanding  the  increase  "  a  hundred  fold,"  attributed  to  our 
knowledge  of  insanity,  by  the  researches  of  able,  indefatigable  inquirers, 
does  the  state  of  our  knowledge  enable  us  to  ascribe  or  impute,  definitely, 
any  certain  function,  action,  or  mode  of  action  to  the  brain  ?  "Phreno- 
logists hope  to  show  that  the  function  of  the  brain  is  to  manifest  the 
mind — that  there  is  a  diversity  of  functions  in  different  parts  of  the  brain 
— that  the  mind  operates  through  the  brain — that  the  brain  is  the  organ 
of  the  intellectual  and  moral  faculties  and  of  the  various  animal  appetites, 
or  that  it  is  a  congeries  or  aggregate  of  many  distinct  organs  or  parts  ap- 
propriated to  different  uses,  each  organ  manifesting  distinct  mental  pow- 
ers— that  the  functions  of  the  brain  remain,  except  as  far  as  explained 
by  phrenology,  enveloped  in  mystery  ;  still  that  great  ignorance  in  regard 
to  both  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  brain  is  prevalent  ;  and  there- 
fore we  cannot  but  be  very  imperfectly  acquainted  with  its  alterations  in 
disease." 

"  Earl  Ferrers  was  tried  for  a  murder  committed  in  a  state  characte- 
rized by  a  change,  not  in  kind,  but  in  degree,  of  his  natural  qualities. 
He  was,  in  the  opinion  of  all  who  knew  him,  of  violent  spirit,  and  as 
such,  had  been  guilty  of  many  outrages.    His  behavior  to  his  lady  was 
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habitually  so  brutal  that  a  separation  was  effected  by  Parliament.  He 
had  long  been  beset  with  unfounded  suspicions  of  plots  and  conspiracies, 
unconnected  ravings,  sudden  starts  of  fury,  denunciations  of  unprovoked 
revenge,  frantic  gesticulations,  strong  caprice  of  temper.  His  arguments 
and  remarks  were  very  rational,  even  when  his  conduct  was  frantic. 
When  the  act  of  separation  was  passed,  at  the  Earl's  request,  Mr.  John- 
son, who  had  been  all  his  life  employed  in  the  family,  was  appointed 
receiver  of  his  estates.  Now  the  Earl's  natural  jealousy  and  suspicion 
ascended,  and  he  imagined  all  his  relations  to  be  conspiring  against  him, 
and  that  Johnson  had  become  one  of  their  accomplices.  Fired  by  this, 
and  other  imaginary  ill  treatment,  the  Earl  attempted  to  dispossess  J.  of 
his  farm,  but  found  he  had  not  the  power.  Provoked  and  excited  still 
more  by  the  failure,  he  determined  to  gratify  his  revenge  by  assassina- 
tion. He  ordered  Johnson  to  attend  him  with  his  papers  ;  sent  away 
the  male  servants  on  various  errands,  locked  the  room  door,  and  after  a 
warm  expostulation,  insisted  on  J.'s  signing  a  paper,  acknowledging  him- 
self a  villain,  under  pain  of  being  shot.  J.  remonstrated.  The  Earl 
commanded  him  to  kneel  and  implore  heaven's  mercy,  and  then  shot 
him.  J.'s  agony  for  a  moment  excited  the  Earl's  pity,  and  made  him 
have  his  victim  carried  to  bed,  a  surgeon  sent  for,  and  J.'s  family  inform- 
ed of  what  had  happened,  and  the  Earl  expressed  great  anxiety  for  his 
recovery.  No  sooner  was  he  attended  to,  than  the  Earl  declared  to  J.'s 
daughter  and  to  the  surgeon,  that  he  intended  to  have  killed  him,  and 
did  not  repent  what  he  had  done,  for  J.  was  a  villain  who  deserved  his 
fate.  The  Earl  then  drank  to  intoxication,  and  abused,  insulted  and 
threatened  to  shoot  him  again,  and  was  with  difficulty  restrained.  He 
was  convicted,  upon  the  impression  that  his  previous  conduct  had  been 
indicative  of  uncontrolled  violence  of  temper,  rather  than  of  actual  insanity. 
The  safety  of  society  requires  that  the  effects  of  violent  passions  should 
be  considered  as  crimes.  At  his  execution  he  behaved  with  propriety 
and  composure,  and  declared  that  he  had  no  malice  against  J.,  and  that 
the  murder  was  committed  in  a  perturbation  of  mind,  occasioned  by 
crosses  and  vexations."  Thus  was  his  neighborhood  rid  of  a  scourge 
whose  execution  added  nothing  to  the  stigma  of  his  name,  nor  need  oc- 
casion any  regrets,  or  reflection  on  the  science  or  jurisprudence.  It 
has  probably  had  an  influence  in  restraining  the  bad  passions  of  others. 
His  acquittal  would  have  occasioned  to  them  a  dangerous  presumption. 
The  safety  of  society  is  to  be  guarded,  as  well  at  least  as  the  extreme 
rights  of  dangerous  and  useless  individuals. 

Of  what  importance  was  Ferrers's  right  to  live,  if  it  jeopardized  that  of 
any  useful  person  in  his  employ  and  neighborhood  ?  If  his  friends  be- 
lieved him  to  be  insane,  they  chose  to  risk  the  consequences  of  his  free- 
dom, and  of  their  evidences  of  his  insanity,  rather  than  to  submit  to  the 
measures  for  restricting  him.  There  is,  says  Dr.  Prichard,  "  a  perversion 
of  the  natural  feelings,  affections,  indications,  temper,  habits,  and  moral 
dispositions,  without  any  notable  lesion  of  the  intellect,  or  knowing  and 
reasoning  faculties,  and  particularly  without  any  maniacal  hallucination. 
Enmity  against  their  dearest  friends  is  a  frequent  trait  of  persons  so  per- 
verted.   They  often  display  great  ingenuity  in  giving  reasons  for  their 
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eccentric  conduct,  and  in  accounting  for  and  justifying  the  state  of  moral 
feeling  under  which  they  appear  to  exist.  They  think  and  act,  however, 
under  the  influence  of  strongly  excited  feelings."  It  is  not  an  uncommon 
case  that  persons  senselessly  waste  the  means  of  comfort  of  themselves 
and  of  those  for  whom  it  is  their  duty  to  provide,  and  that  it  becomes 
necessary  to  resign  their  concerns  into  the  hands  of  more  trustworthy 
friends.  At  the  commencement  of  such  developments,  the  defaulter 
sometimes  deprecates  merited  censure  by  an  exhibition  of  "  nervous  dis- 
tress," and  when  this  has  succeeded,  lie  begins  to  express  his  restlessness 
under  necessary  restriction  of  his  agency,  and  this  may  become  aggravated 
into  hostility  against  his  most  friendly  and  judicious  guardians  to  any 
degree  of  license  which  may  be  tolerated.  Let  not  good  sense  be  prosti- 
tuted, nor  society  be  endangered,  by  unreasonable  attempts  to  palliate  or 
excuse  the  outrages  of  such  individuals.  Something  more  is  required 
than  unequal  spirits  and  the  habit  of  doing  odd  things,  and  manifesting  or 
indulging  strange  feelings  and  peculiarities,  and  selfish  disregard  of  others, 
and  the  proprieties  of  life,  to  constitute  irresponsibility. 

It  has  been  said,  that  "  in  some  courts  of  justice,  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity seem  to  be  stifled  ;  they  are  often  outraged  by  the  execution  of 
creatures  whose  mad  ravings  were  heard  in  the  court  and  on  the  scaffold. " 
These  expressions  seem  to  be  unduly  strong,  amongst  us  : — accused  per- 
sons under  trial  sometimes  show  the  effects  of  great  anxiety,  and  persons 
condemned  to  death  sometimes  show  the  effects  of  extreme  distress  on 
the  scaffold. — Sir  Jas.  Mackintosh  (Hist,  of  Eng.  Vol.  3,  p.  36)  says, 
"  The  character  to  be  given  to  acts  done  by  a  person  apparently  near  to 
the  varying  frontier  which  separates  lunacy  from  malignity,  has  defied  all 
experience  and  sagacity.  But  there  is  a  misnamed  tenderness  of  blood, 
such  disregard  for  the  lives  of  the  citizens,  that  it  is  not  thought  worth 
the  while  to  punish  a  murderer.  Such  negligence  of  life,  by  the  name 
ol  humanity,  is  a  great  confusion  of  ideas."  The  acknowledged  mildness 
of  our  laws,  and  the  unwillingness  to  convict  capitally,  authorize  a  strong 
conviction  that  no  practical  injustice  will  be  done.  The  allegation  of 
insanity  is  adduced  to  an  indefensible  degree.  It  seems  sometimes  to 
be  introduced  as  if  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  jury  from  the  subject  of 
accusation,  to  confuse  it  by  gratuitous  introduction  of  monstrous  narrations 
foreign  to  the  case.  It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that  even  very  recently, 
though  happily  not  in  this  vicinity,  such  attempts  have  succeeded  to 
explain  away  what  seem  to  be  premeditated  crimes,  achieved  with 
complex  machination.  Let  professional  witnesses  frown  upon  such  in- 
tentions, lest  truth  and  science  be  prostituted  to  the  defence  of  guilt  and 
to  their  own  degradation.  "  A  man  incapable  of  conducting  his  owTn 
affairs,  may  still  be  answerable  for  his  criminal  acts,  if  he  can  distinguish 
right  from  wrong."    (Collinson  on  Lunacy,  Vol.  I.  p.  657.) 

Certain  individuals  and  cases,  rightly  viewed  with  severity  by  the  law, 
become  with  equal  right,  and  from  imperious  duty,  to  be  cherished  by 
the  most  enlightened  and  the  best  part  of  society,  in  its  private  capacity, 
leaving  to  spiteful,  unforgiving  people,  to  deny  allowances  to  human 
infirmity,  when  beset  by  evil  influences.  Such  people  are  thus  liable  to 
become  more  guilty  than  those  have  been  whom  they  unrelentingly 
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persecuted,  and  who  sometimes  requite  their  obligation  to  society  by 
becoming  of  use  and  credit  to  it. 

This  community  has  been  greatly  annoyed  of  late  by  reports  of  a 
deplorable  event  which  occurred  in  a  remote  public  asylum  for  insane 
people.  In  palliation,  it  has  been  strongly  urged  that  "  such  asylums  are 
liable  to  such  events."  But  such  events  in  them  are  so  rare,  as  to  be 
entitled  to  the  name  of  monstrous.  In  the  asylum  in  Charlestown,  from 
its  establishment  under  that  enlightened  and  faithful  superintendent,  Dr, 
R.  W.,  till  his  retirement  from  the  office,  no  occasion  appears  to  have 
existed  for  solicitude  on  this  score.  There  was  no  communication  then 
between  the  sexes,  even  among  the  attendants.  If  by  these  it  was  sug- 
gested that  this  restriction  was  undue,  they  were  reminded  that  their 
"  service  was  of  high  responsibility,  and  inconsistent  with  a  regard  to  the 
pleasantries  of  life."  May  this  wise  system  be  the  inflexible  rule  of  all 
such  asylums,  so  that  protection  and  confidence  shall  be  secured,  not 
only  to  the  sufferers  who  are  consigned  to  them,  but  to  the  hearts  of 
friends  who  sympathize  with  them.  And  may  the  bright  example  and 
the  great  service  of  him  who  devoted  the  best  part  of  his  life  and  health 
to  the  interest  of  our  asylum,  be  ever  cherished  by  our  community. 

Boston,  May,  1836.  G.  P. 


EXAMINATION  OF  THE  HEAD  OF  FIESCHI,  THE  FRENCH  ASSASSIN. 

The  cranium  presented  exteriorly  the  marks  of  two  wounds,  one  of  which 
was  situated  over  the  posterior-superior  angle  of  the  left  parietal  bone, 
and  occupied  a  considerable  surface ;  the  other,  much  smaller,  was  seated 
a  little  above  the  extremity  of  the  left  eyebrow.  Near  the  angle  of  the 
mouth,  on  the  left  side,  was  an  oblique  cicatrix,  nearly  half  an  inch  in 
length,  so  completely  formed,  that  it  might  have  passed  for  the  mark  of 
an  old  wound.  The  external  wound  of  the  integuments,  above  the  ear, 
was  not  yet  closed. 

The  soft  parts  were  now  carefully  removed  by  a  crucial  incision,  and 
the  bone  exposed.  At  the  point  corresponding  with  the  wTound  in  the 
left  parietal  bone,  was  observed  an  oval  projection  of  the  osseous  wall,  as 
large  as  a  crown-piece;  this  prominent  portion  of  the  bone  was  perfectly 
circumscribed,  and  bore  some  resemblance  to  a  watch-glass  fixed  in  its 
circle.  Its  surface  was  throughout  uniformly  convex,  except  at  a  small 
point  inferiorly.  On  cutting  through  the  skull,  and  examining  its  internal 
surface,  a  concave  space  of  the  same  form  and  dimensions  corresponded 
with  the  external  projection,  and  it  now  became  evident  that  the  latter 
was  nothing  else  than  a  portion  of  the  skull,  which  had  suddenly  and  in 
totality  been  removed,  as  it  were,  by  the  action  of  a  punch,  and  being  at 
once  replaced  by  the  surgeon,  had  subsequently  united  to  the  rest  of  the 
cranium.  A  very  thin  false  membrane  lined  the  internal  surface  of  the 
fractured  bone,  and  separated  it  from  the  dura  mater ;  however,  the 
membranes  of  the  brain  near  the  wound  were  perfectly  healthy,  and  pre- 
sented trace  neither  of  external  lesion,  nor  of  inflammation.  It  was  evi- 
dent the  brain  had  not  been  injured,  a  circumstance  which  explains  how 
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the  assassin  was  able  to  descend  from  his  chamber-window  by  a  cord 
into  a  neighboring  court :  yet  the  shock  must  have  been  dreadful.  The 
wound  on  the  forehead  seemed  only  to  have  entered  the  external  wall  of 
the  frontal  sinuses.  Fieschi,  during  his  trial,  spoke  of  seventeen  or 
twenty  fragments  of  bone  which  had  been  removed  from  his  head  ;  this 
was  an  exaggeration,  if  not  false,  for  nowhere  could  any  loss  of  substance 
be  perceived. 

The  nature  of  the  wound,  and  particularly  its  mode  of  union,  offer 
several  particularities  of  the  highest  surgical  interest.  No  doubt  M. 
Lelut  will  shortly  publish  a  detailed  account  of  the  autopsy. — Lancet. 


CASE  OF   ELEPHANTIASIS,  WITH  EXCISION. 

A.  B.,  a  married  female  of  about  25  years  of  age,  in  a  very  poor  and 
dejected  condition,  presented  herself  at  the  hospital  of  Mymunsing,  in 
August,  1834.  She  had  a  large  tumor  of  the  size  of  an  infant's  head 
depending  out  of  the  right  labium  pudendi ;  the  tumor  extended  by  a 
neck  from  the  labium  and  adipose  tissue  of  the  mons  veneris  of  the  same 
side,  as  far  down  as  the  knee  :  the  neck  was  soft  and  evidently  consisted 
of  merely  adipose  structure  ;  the  dependent  part  of  the  tumor  was  round 
and  hard,  its  surface  uneven,  and  ulcerated  in  two  places  inferiorly,  the 
ulcers  excavated  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch,  their  walls  smooth  and 
discharging  a  thin  foetid  sanies,  their  bases  projecting  and  nodular.  The 
fine  membrane  lining  the  labium  was  continuous  with  the  covering  of  the 
tumor  on  its  inner  side,  and  at  the  point  of  junction  the  mucous  mem- 
brane was  fissured,  the  margins  of  the  fissures  rounded  and  smooth,  these 
blending  with  a  white  hard  fibrous  condition  of  the  skin.  The  history  of 
the  case  given  was  that  an  enlargement  of  the  part  first  took  place  two 
years  ago,  but  that  the  tumor  had  increased  to  its  present  dimensions 
within  the  last  six  months.  The  poor  woman  suffered  great  pain  from 
the  ulcers,  she  was  an  outcast  from  her  home,  her  life  was  miserable,  and 
she  requested  to  have  the  mass  removed. 

Previously  to  performing  the  operation  T  did  not  suspect  the  existence 
of  any  visceral  disease.  The  operation  consisted  in  making  an  incision 
on  each  side  of  the  neck  of  the  tumor,  the  two  forming  together  the  shape 
of  a  leaf,  and  thus  removing  it,  taking  care  to  carry  away  all  enlarged  or 
unhealthy  looking  portions  of  adipose  tissue:  several  ounces  of  blood  were 
lost  from  the  vascular  state  of  the  labium  and  its  lining  membrane  ;  the 
sides  of  the  wound  were  brought  together  by  three  stitches  and  adhesive 
plaister.  Pain  was  felt  in  the  wound  for  the  first  three  or  four  days,  the 
stitches  soon  gave  way  from  the  unavoidable  motion  of  the  limb,  the 
wound  looked  clean  but  sluggish,  the  edges  not  inclined  to  unite;  a  poul- 
tice was  applied,  and  subsequently  caustic  and  scarification  ;  the  pulse 
was  small  and  feeble  ;  Port  wine  and  bark  were  administered  ;  disease  in 
the  lungs  now  came  on,  evidenced  by  cough,  expectoration,  and  quicken- 
ed respiration  ;  dysentery  supervened  with  pain  on  pressure  over  the  as- 
cending colon  ;  the  woman  became  so  reduced  in  strength  as  hardly  to 
be  able  to  stir  on  the  bed,  and  ultimately  scarcely  to  speak  ;  the  edges 
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of  the  wound  skinned  over,  and  remained  separated  ;  the  surface  had 
a  dry,  inactive  aspect.  She  died  one  month  after  the  removal  of  the 
tumor. 

Upon  examination  of  the  hody  a  few  hours  after  death,  I  found  a  tu- 
berculated  state  of  the  lung;,  and  inflamed  and  ulcerated  state  of  a  portion 
of  the  colon  ;  the  spleen  was  shedded  externally  and  throughout  its 
structure  with  tubercles,  firm  and  of  a  white  fibrous  appearance,  as  large 
as  almonds.  The  tumor  which  had  been  removed  exhibited  upon  inci- 
sion through  it  a  progressive  state  of  disease;  the  upper  portion  including 
the  neck  consisted  of  an  enlarged  state  of  the  cells  of  adipose  tissue,  after 
the  division  of  which  some  fluid  oozed  out  ;  lower  down  the  fat  disap- 
peared, the  cellular  membrane  was  closely  compacted  together,  and  a 
serous  fluid  followed  copiously  the  use  of  the  knife  ;  the  inferior  two- 
fifths  of  the  mass  was  a  hard,  white,  homogeneous  substance;  of  this  the 
eminences  at  the  base  of  the  ulcers  were  composed.  I  observed  in  the 
tumor  neither  enlarged  veins  nor  absorbents. 

The  subject  of  this  case  had  a  flabby  unhealthy  appearance,  buOwas 
not  emaciated  at  all  when  she  applied  for  relief.  Jt  may  be  a  question, 
whether  death  was  occasioned  by  the  morbid  taint  remaining  in  the  blood, 
and  showing  itself  in  the  disease  of  the  viscera,  after  its  point  of  external 
development  was  removed  ;  or  whether  the  shock  of  the  operation,  and 
consequent  reaction,  was  more  than  the  enfeebled  powers  of  life  in  the 
viscera  and  body  generally  could  bear,  and  thus  led  to  the  fatal  result  ; 
or  probably  the  most  correct  view  is,  that  the  train,  though  smothered, 
was  already  laid  in  the  tubercular  state  of  the  spleen  and  lungs  co-exist- 
ent with  the  tumor,  and  merely  required  the  disturbance  of  the  operation 
to  explode  it  and  destroy  life. — India  Journ.  of  Med.  Science. 


A    CASE    OF    PURPURA  HEMORRHAGICA. 

John  Ford,  the  subject  of  the  following  singular  affection,  a  lad  of  13 
years  of  age,  and  to  all  appearance  in  good  health,  was  sent,  about  the 
1st  of  July,  on  a  message  a  mile  from  home.  It  is  supposed  he  ran  a 
greater  portion  of  the  way  and  became  heated  and  fatigued.  On  his  re- 
turn, his  nose  was  bleeding,  which,  with  other  symptoms,  that  were 
alarming,  caused  my  attendance.  When  I  saw  him,  he  was  bleeding 
freely  at  the  nose,  fauces,  and  gums.  Blood  oozed  also  from  one  of  the 
eyes,  and  he  discharged  by  vomiting  a  dark  grumous  fluid,  resembling 
coffee  grounds.  His  body  was  found  covered  with  petechia?,  particularly 
his  neck  and  chest,  which  were  bleeding  so  as  to  stain  the  bed  clothes, 
and  gave  him  the  appearance  of  sweating  blood.  His  eyes  and  skin, 
where  the  purple  specks  did  not  exist,  were  yellow.  He  complained 
much  of  sickness  of  stomach,  and  of  no  other  pain — pulse  full  and  hard, 
which  the  loss  of  a  pint  of  blood  at  the  arm  did  not  reduce.  Blood  on 
standing  presented  a  buffy  appearance. 

He  was  ordered  a  dose  of  calomel,  which  brought  off  dark  matter  such 
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as  he  was  discharging  from  his  stomach,  and  thereon  the  vomiting  and 
the  haemorrhage  from  his  mouth  and  nose  ceased.  The  mineral  acids 
were  given  with  a  view  to  supporting  the  strength  of  the  patient  under 
the  wasting  discharges,  but  the  haemorrhage  from  his  bowels  continuing, 
he  died  in  thirty-six  hours  from  the  time  he  was  attacked. 

This  case  occurred  in  one  of  the  eastern  counties  of  Tennessee.  The 
diseases  which  were  prevailing  in  the  neighborhood  at  the  time,  were 
cholera  morbus,  and  congestive  bilious  fever.  The  season  was  a  wet 
one. —  Translyvania  Journal  of  Medicine. 


BOSTON    MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — With  regard  to  the  report  of  proceedings  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Boston  Medical  Association,  I  can  only  say  that  it  was  written  on 
the  day  of  its  date — eight  days  after  the  meeting — and  written  entirely 
from  memory,  as  I  had  not  the  slightest  intention  of  reporting  the  discus- 
sion at  the  time  it  took  place.  1  doubt,  however,  whether  any  part  of 
it  is  "  too  warmly  expressed"  or  "  too  highly  colored  "  The  "  frequent 
repetition  of  certain  phrases  "  is  no  fault  of  mine — and  if  the  words 
"  audacity,  arrogance  and  presumption  "  are  alluded  to,  I  must  say  that 
the  trinity  is  the  gentleman's  own,  and  wants  nothing  but  his  inimitable 
tone  and  manner  of  repeating  it.  In  one  instance  "  impudence  "  was 
used  instead  of  "  audacity "  but  as  they  reciprocally  define  each  other 
the  error  is  of  little  importance.  Very  possibly,  also,  "  as  much  quacke- 
ry "  may  have  been  employed  instead  of  "  more  quackery  "  ;  I  will  not 
insist  upon  the  latter. 

No  one  acquainted  with  Dr.  Storer's  plain,  honest,  and  frank  manner 
of  expressing  himself  upon  an  interesting  subject,  will  doubt  that  he  might 
have  uttered  the  remarks  attributed  to  him.  1  am  willing,  however,  to 
strike  out  "  barefaced  bullying"  and  allow  Dr.  Bartlett  to  substitute  his 
own  phrase  :  he  will  not  find  one  more  expressive.  He  should  remem- 
ber, too,  that  in  every  game  the  by-stander  has  advantages  over  the 
actual  combatants,  and  that  many  things  may  be  said  in  an  extempora- 
neous discussion,  particularly  by  men  of  warm  temperament  "  somewhat 
excited"  of  which  the  memory  retains  no  impression.  Jt  becomes  him, 
therefore,  not  to  be  too  "  confident  "  as  to  what  he  did,  or  did  not,  say. 
The  reporter  would  merely  add  that  should  another  opportunity  occur, 
it  will  be  his  earnest  endeavor  to  follow  Dr.  B.  ad  verbum. 

Boston,  May  ISth.  B.  Y. 
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MEETING    OF    THE    MEDICAL  COUNCIL. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  (he  Medical  Council  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  at  the  Athenaeum,  on  Wednesday,  May  18th,  Dr.  Warren,  Pre- 
sident, in  the  Chair,  there  were  present  Drs.  James  Jackson,  George  C. 
Shattuck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Walter  Channing,  Geo.  Hay  ward,  Z.  B.  Ad- 
ams, John  Ware,  Enoch  Hale,  David  Osgood,  W.  Strong,  John  Jeffries, 
John  Homans,  Geo.  W.  Otis,  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  J.  W.  McKeen,  of  Bos- 
ton ;  and  Drs.  Walker,  of  Charlestown,  and  Buck,  of  Maiden. 

The  Council  was  convened  in  consequence  of  certain  charges  preferred 
against  Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett,  for  violating  the  8th  Article  of  the  By-Laws 
of  the  Society.  Being  introduced  by  the  Wardens,  he  addressed  the 
Council  respectfully  in  a  speech  of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  in  vin- 
dication of  his  conduct.  "  Since  the  citation  to  appear  in  this  place," 
said  Dr.  B.,  "  was  received,  I  have  scarcely  had  rest,  owing  to  the  fa- 
tigues necessarily  connected  with  professional  duties.  The  Council  have 
never  had  a  parallel  case,  and  there  being,  therefore,  no  precedent  to 
guide  me  in  making  a  defence,  I  have  prepared  nothing  elaborate  for  this 
occasion.  When  impeached  the  other  day  before  the  Boston  Association, 
I  did  not  suspect  that  such  a  process  was  agitated  : — supposing  the  meet- 
ing one  for  the  ordinary  annual  business,  it  was  convenient  to  attend,  as 
I  happened  to  be  visiting,  about  the  hour,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Me- 
dical College. "  Here  the  Doctor  narrated  very  nearly  what  was  pub- 
lished last  week  in  relation  to  the  transactions  of  the  Association.  He 
then  read  from  the  Boston  Pilot  an  article,  of  which  he  acknowledged 
himself  the  writer,  greatly  commendatory  of  a  notorious  itinerant  moun- 
tebank, who  deserves  the  penitentiary  for  his  outrageous  impositions  in 
the  city  of  Boston  alone.  "  I  have  examined  hundreds,"  continued  the 
speaker,  M  of  this  man's  patients.  At  first,  I  visited  them  incog,  and 
when  the  fact  was  placed  beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  he  performed 
extraordinary  cures — even  on  patients  who  had  received  no  benefit  either 
from  the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  or  the  Eye  Infirmary — I  promulgated 
the  intelligence  from  a  sense  of  duty.  I  know  that  I  have  violated  the 
law  in  doing  the  act,  as  an  associate  of  the  Society,  but  it  was  in  my  ca- 
pacity of  associate  editor  of  a  religious  paper,  and  not  as  a  fellow  of  the 
Society.  But  if  this  is  construed  into  aiding  or  abetting  an  irregular 
practitioner,  how  does  it  differ  from  the  praise  bestowed  upon  Beath,  the 
reducer  of  ruptures,  whom  some  of  the  gentlemen  present  commended  : — 
or  the  London  corn  and  calosity  curer,  who  was  lauded  by  the  profession? 
How  does  Williams's  system  differ  from  Hewett's,  the  bone-setter,  who  is 
acknowledged  to  be  remarkably  successful  ?  Is  it  not  true  that  those  pur- 
suing any  one  branch  of  surgery  or  medicine,  become,  by  concentrating 
their  energies  upon  that  one  subject,  more  expert  than  those  engaged  in 
miscellaneous  practice  ?  One  of  the  greatest  quacks  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  Sylvester  Graham,  has  been  countenanced  by  gentlemen  of  this 
Council  now  present.  With  your  permission  I  will  read  an  extract  from 
this  fellow's  lecture  to  married  ladies  on  connubial  intercourse,  delivered 
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in  the  absence  of  their  husbands,  in  the  city  of  New  York— a  most  infa- 
mous, foul-mouthed  composition."  Dr.  B.  then  read — and  surely,  we 
were  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  extract.  "  Would  you,  gentlemen," 
continued  the  Dr.  "  allow  your  sons  to  attend  this  scoundrel's  teachings 
on  onanism,  or  permit  your  daughters  to  be  poisoned  by  his  discourses  on 
self-pollution  !  Yet  he  is  applauded  by  those  before  whom  I  am  arraign- 
ed, and  goes  unscathed  and  unhung  for  his  atrocious  conduct.  1  am 
among  the  poor,  where  I  saw  the  good  success  of  Williams's  practice  : — 
the  cures  he  made  were  remarkable — my  conscience  sustains  me  in  the 
assertion,  and  it  would  have  been  wrong,  therefore,  to  have  kept  the  dis- 
covery to  myself. 

"Again,  I  am  accused  of  consulting  with  Dr.  Patrick  Kearney.  Ne- 
cessity obliges  us  to  meet  together,  being  of  the  same  faith  (papists)  ; 
indeed,  we  must  necessarily  consult.  He  is  qualified  to  hold  a  high  rank 
as  a  physician  or  surgeon — was  educated  at  Edinburgh,  but  still  he  is 
denounced  as  an  irregular  practitioner,  because,  forsooth,  he  does  not  be- 
long to  the  Association.  His  Hibernian  temper  will  not  permit  him  to 
ask  favors  ;  he  expected  the  civilities  usual  amongst  physicians  in  Euro- 
pean cities  would  have  been  extended  to  him  on  his  arrival  here  ;  but  no 
one  has  called  upon  him  to  invite  him  to  become  connected  with  the  Me- 
dical Association,  and  he  will  not  stoop  to  ask  for  its  protection  or  favors. 
Why,  Mr.  President,  were  Sir  Astley  Cooper  to  take  up  his  residence  in 
the  city  of  Boston  but  for  three  months,  were  he  not  already  an  honorary 
member  of  this  Society,  any  one  presuming  to  consult  with  him  would  be 
liable  to  expulsion,  if  this  is  the  operation  of  the  law.  I  am  made  the 
scape-goat  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  Society.  I  can  prove  that  more  than 
thirty  members  have  violated  the  8th  Section,  under  vastly  more  aggra- 
vated circumstances.  If  I  am  expelled,  it  shall  be  in  good  company — in 
the  society  of  old  and  respectable  members.  Only  mete  out  to  others 
the  same  that  is  intended  for  me,  and  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

"  If  Graham  takes  fifty  cents  at  the  door  of  the  lecture-room,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, what  is  it  but  irregularly  giving  medical  advice  to  the  hearer  ? 
Were  you  to  write  a  letter  of  advice,  would  you  not  charge  for  it  ? — it 
would  be  your  right  to  do  so.  How  is  it  in  relation  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Wa- 
terhouse,  of  Cambridge,  a  retired  fellow  ; — look  at  the  25th  page  of  the 
By-Laws,  at  the  7th  Article.  I  hope,  sir,  the  whole  matter  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Society,  soon  to  be  in  session,  if  thought  to  be  expedient  by 
the  Council,  where  I  shall  appear  with  a  carefully  prepared  defence. 
These  hasty  extemporaneous  observations  are  not  satisfactory  to  myself, 
nor,  perhaps,  to  you,  gentlemen  ;  but  before  the  Medical  Society  I  shall 
have  time  to  arrange  a  defence,  suited  to  the  dignity  of  the  body  before 
whom  it  is  to  be  read.  A  person,  sir,  of  nervous  temperament,  cannot 
readily  command  himself,  nor  always  address  an  assembly  with  propriety. 
In  justification  of  myself,  it  only  remains  to  declare  that  what  I  have  as- 
serted in  relation  to  the  wonderful  effects  produced  by  the  applications  of 
Mr.  Williams,  the  oculist,  or  quack — call  him  what  you  will — I  consci- 
entiously believe,  before  God,  to  be  true,  and  therefore  I  cannot  retract 
anything  written  or  spoken  upon  this  troublesome  point.  He  makes  no 
pretensions  to  ophthalmic  surgery.  As  an  invariable  rule,  when  an  ope- 
tion  is  indicated,  he  says  to  the  patient,  consult  a  surgeon  :  he  merely 
makes  topical  applications  to  the  diseased  organs  of  vision,  and  by  some 
method,  unknown  to  physicians,  effects  a  restoration  of  sight,  very  much 
sooner  than  anybody  else.    In  retiring,  allow  me  to  thank  the  Council  for 
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the  courteous  and  kind  manner  in  which  I  have  been  indulged  in  appear- 
ing personally  before  the  Board."    Dr.  Bartlett  then  retired. 

We  endeavored  to  take  down  the  defence  in  short-hand,  as  rapidly  as 
the  words  were  uttered  ;  but  on  reviewing  the  minutes,  feel  convinced 
that  they  are  much  less  perfect  than  was  intended.  All  the  essentials, 
in  an  abridged  form,  however,  are  embodied  in  the  foregoing  sketch. 

There  was  but  one  plain  course  for  the  Council  to  adopt,  without  trans- 
gressing the  very  code  they  were  bound  to  sustain.  Dr.  Bartlett  admit- 
ted, without  hesitation,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the  8th 
Article  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  which  he 
had  agreed,  voluntarily,  upon  his  honor,  to  maintain  and  abide  by.  He 
was  also  equally  free  to  confess  that  he  had  consulted  with  a  practitioner, 
not  recognized  as  such  by  the  Society.  All  that  remained  to  be  done, 
was  simply  for  the  Board  to  notify  the  Society,  whose  anniversary  meeting 
takes  place  to-day,  that  John  S.  Bartlett,  M.D.  a  fellow,  had  violated  its 
rules.  Drs.  Peirson  and  Johnson,  of  Salem,  and  Dr.  Alden,  of  Randolph, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  conduct  the  business  before  the  Society. 
Thus  ended  the  examination,  but  the  sequel  may  be  looked  for  in  the 
next  Journal. 


DOUBLE  VISION. 

Two  cases  of  double  vision  are  related  in  a  foreign  medical  journal,  in 
both  of  which,  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  eye,  two  distinct  objects  are 
seen,  one  a  few  inches  above  the  other.  One  was  in  a  musician,  a  young 
man  of  22,  of  abstemious  habits,  and  who  had  applied  himself  assiduously 
to  playing  and  writing  music,  being  often  thus  engaged  a  greater  part  of 
the  night.  It  was  thought,  in  this  case,  that  the  habit  of  looking  at  two 
bars  of  music  at  once  was  the  cause  of  the  affection.  The  other  case 
was  first  noticed,  by  a  gentleman  while  travelling  in  the  south  of  France. 
There  was  an  uneasiness  in  the  head,  a  confinement  of  the  bowels,  and, 
in  the  left  eye,  a  yellowish  spot  as  large  as  a  pea  was  noticed,  although 
in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  the  other,  both  eyes  were  equally  affected.  In 
two  months,  the  patient  having  been  purged  and  cupped,  and  having  also 
returned  to  his  previous  habits  of  active  exercise,  the  affection  wore  off. 


Insanity. — The  following  extracts  from  Judge  Thacher's  last  charge  to 
our  grand  jury,  should  have  been  inserted  on  page248,  in  this  No.  of  the 
Journal  : — "  If  this  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  true  principle,  it  must  op- 
erate as  a  great  hardship  both  on  individuals  and  the  public.  If  the  in- 
dividual is  not  to  be  held  an  accountable  being,  he  must  be  treated  as 
insane.  It  would,  of  course,  deprive  him  of  the  common  privileges  of  a 
man  and  a  citizen,  and  exclude  him  from  the  enjoyments  of  society.  It 
would  likewise  impose  on  the  public  the  burden  and  duty  of  keeping  him 
in  perpetual  confinement,  so  as  to  restrain  him  from  committing  acts  of 
violence  to  others  or  to  himself."  "  Evidence  that  the  accused  party 
has  once  been  mad,  would  naturally  lead  to  the  most  humane  construction 
of  his  actions."  "  But  in  a  trial,  every  circumstance  which  has  a  near 
or  even  a  remote  tendency  to  establish  the  fact  of  insanity,  would  be  per- 
tinent to  the  issue.  Not  only  the  conduct  of  the  party  before  and  after, 
and  at  the  time  the  deed  was  done,  but  facts  which  happened  years  be- 
fore ; — if  he  ever  met  with  an  injury,  physical  or  moral,  bodily  or  mental, 
which  might  have  had  a  tendency  to  derange  the  intellect ;  if  he  had  ever 
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before  labored  under  a  fit  of  insanity  ;  if  it  might  have  been  the  effect  of 
an  hereditary  taint,  and  derived  from  an  ancestor,  near  or  remote,  direct 
or  collateral  ; — so  likewise  the  opinions  of  learned  physicians,  and  of 
others  who  have  studied  with  attention  and  accuracy  the  phenomena  of 
the  mind  ;  all  would  he  entitled  to  great  respect,  and  to  he  weighed  by  a 
jury  in  making  up  their  verdict."  "  Insanity  has  been  so  often  alleged 
in  excuse  for  criminal  acts,  when  there  was  no  ground  for  that  defence, 
that  it  is  apt  to  excite  suspicion,  and  always  requires  discernment.  From 
regard  to  the  public  safety,  which  is  the  supreme  law,  too  much  indul- 
gence should  not  be  yielded  to  this  defence."  Numerous  engagements 
at  this  time  oblige  me  to  present  my  communication  on  Insanity  to  the 
press,  in  a  very  imperfect  state.  G.  P. 


Copland's  Medical  Dictionary. — A  correspondent  writes  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, thus  : — "  I  saw  some  months  since  a  notice  in  one  of  the  Boston 
papers,  that  the  third  Part  of  Copland's  Dictionary  had  arrived  from  Eu- 
rope, and  would  be  republished  and  forwarded  to  subscribers  immediately. 
1  have  heard  nothing  from  it  since.  Now,  sir,  if  Lilly,  Wait  &.  Co.,  or 
DufF  Green,  intend  to  defraud  subscribers  out  of  their  money,  they  posi- 
tively ought  to  be  published  to  the  world,  and  1  think  you  under  an  obli- 
gation to  do  it." 


Medical  Miscellany. — After  the  30th  instant,  all  applications  from  the 
country  for  admission  to  the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  must  be  accompa- 
nied by  a  description  of  the  case  by  the  attending  physician  of  the  patient, 
and  addressed  to  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  M.D — There  were  four  deaths  by 
smallpox,  in  New  York,  last  week — which  is  a  small  number,  compared 
with  the  usual  weekly  reports. — Dr.  RiddelPs  Supplementary  Catalogue 
of  the  Ohio  Plants,  in  twenty-eight  pages,  octavo,  has  been  received  \ 
he  is  truly  learned  as  well  as  industrious. — Dr.  James  Thacher,  of  Ply- 
mouth, Mass.  author  of  the  American  New  Dispensatory,  American 
JVLed i c a l^Bjfl&ftflphy ,  besides  several  other  valuable  treatises,  known  to- 
-  |&uptt^iow  nearly  eighty-five  ye  ars  of  ;ige,  is  not  only  in  ex- 
^P^^WTt^rTtn ,  but  active  in  mind  as  ever,  and  preparing  something  more 
tot  posterity. — Some  one  has  recommended  a  gargle  of  myrrh  in  cases  of 
irritation  and  cough,  produced  by  an  elongated  uvula.  Probably  the 
tickling  sensation  in  the  throat  is  not  unfrequently  produced  by  a  relaxa- 
tion of  that  petit  organ.  It  should  be  carefully  examined  under  certain 
circumstances. — The  last  quarterly  meeting  of  the  IV'slon  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, was  held  at  Dr.  Warren's,  Park  Street. — The  India  Journal  of 
Medical  Science  is  received  at  this  office,  in  exchange — a  highly  valuable 
and  meritorious  publication,  printed  at  Calcutta. — There  will  be  a  spe- 
cial meeting  of  the  Boston  Medical  Association  on  Friday,  27th  instant, 
at  the  College,  Mason  Street. — Dr.  Combe's  work  on  the  Physiology  of 
Digestion,  is  to  be  published  by  Marsh,  Capen  &  Lyon,  this  week. — The 
Catechism  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  Dr.  S.  W.  Williams,  of  Deer- 
field,  Mass.  which  had  a  rapid  sale  here,  has  been  republished  in  Eng- 
land— a  flattering  compliment  to  the  learned  author. — Twelve  or  thirteen 
cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred  at  Hollis,  Me.  There  has  been  one 
also  developed  at  Dedham,  Mass.  Several  cases  have  lately  occurred 
in  Dartmouth,  Ms. — A  Medical  Dispensary  has  been  organized  in  the 
city  of  Lowell. — A  memorial  has  been  presented  to  the  New  Hampshire 
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legislature  respecting  the  establishment  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane,  and 
it  is  hoped  this  humane  undertaking  will  be  crowned  with  ultimate  suc- 
cess.— Brandeth's  pills  begin  to  work  miracles — people  buy  them. 

Arrived  at  New  York,  from  Liverpool,  Dr.  Powers. 

Died — Dr.  Noel,  of  Bloomfield,  Illinois,  killed  on  board  a  steamboat,  at  Evans- 
ville,  Indiana. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  May  21,  21.    Males.  8 — Females,  13. 

Of  measles,  1 — infantile,  3 — accidental,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — consumption,  4 — debility, 
1 — dropsy,  1— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — throat  distemper,  1 — child-bed,  1— decline,  1— brain 
fever,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — convulsions,  1 — pleurisy,  1. 


TO    THE    MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 
Improved  Surgeons'  Trusses  for  the  immediate  relief  and  radical  cure  of  Hernia,  invented  by  Heber 
Chase,  M.D.  of  Philadelphia. 

These  instruments  for  the  treatment  of  the  several  forms  of  reducible  hernia  are  now  offered  to  the 
attention  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  this  city.  They  have  been  submitted  to  the  test  of  expe- 
rience, by  their  successful  application,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  under  the  immediate  inspection  of 
many  distinguished  medical  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia.  The  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
Society,  who  were  appointed  to  investigate  the  met  its  of  the  various  instruments  in  use  for  the  treat- 
ment of  hernia,  reported  in  favor  of  those  of  Dr.  Chase,  to  which  report  the  piolession  are  referred,  as 
published  in  the  February  No.  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science.  They  are  also  highly 
recommended  by  Profs.  Horner,  Jackson,  Gibson,  McLellan  and  Rush,  of  Philadelphia— Drs.  Harris 
and  Bryant,  surgeons  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  who  testify  not  only  to  the  superior  claims  of  the  instrument, 
but  to  the  honorable  and  strictly  professional  course  of  the  inventor.  These  instruments  will  be 
applied  by  £.  VV.  LEACH,  M.D.  No.  113  Hanover  Street. 

Boston,  May  18,  1836.  3m. 


AN  EXCELLENT  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN. 
A  physician,  situated  in  a  pleasantly  located  town,  ten  miles  north  of  Boston,  being  about  to  leave 
the  country,  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  stand  and  business.  His  stand  consists  of  a  convenient  house, 
barn,  &.c.  with  seventeen  acres  of  land.  His  business  is  extensive,  and  affords  an  excellent  chance 
for  a  practitioner  of  experience.  Applications  to  be  made  to  the  editor  of  this  Journal  (if  by  letter, 
post-paid),  who  will  furnish  the  address  of  the  advertiser.  '  If  the  estate  and  business  together  should 
be  an  objection  to  the  purchaser,  they  would  be  disposed  of  separately,  to  suit  his  convenience.  Ap- 
plications are  requested  to  be  made  immediately,  as  the  advertiser  wishes  to  leave  the  place  by  Au- 
gust next. 

May  18,  1836.  eptf. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms:  C> 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  MassachysettsJgeneral  HospUg^^J^ill  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.    Instruction,  by  lectures  or  ef^ 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry     by  U!Pc"hj 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    -  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  "     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  countiy. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR.  • 


A  GOOD  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON. 
A  phtsician  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts  (wishing  to  remove  from  the  State),  wou 
of  his  place  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.    A  very  eligible  location  for  a  young  gentlei 
particulars,  inquire  of  the  editor  of  this  Journal  ;  if  by  mail,  post-paid.  eptf. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.I).  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  bv  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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CASES  OF  FRACTURE  TREATED  BY  THE  BANDAGE,  BY  PROFESSOR 

DUDLEY. 

REPORTED  BY  JAMES  M.  BUSH,  M.D.^ 

Case  1. — Judge  , -of  Kentucky,  was  thrown  from  his  horse,  and 

sustained  the  following  injury  : — each  bone  of  the  leg  was  fractured, 
some  two  inches  above  either  malleolus — the  tibia  lacerating,  and  pro- 
truding a  considerable  distance  through,  the  soft  parts  complicated  with 
vertical  fractures  of  the  lower  fragment.  The  capsular,  lateral,  and  per- 
pendicular ligaments  were  ruptured.  We  have  here  presented  a  com- 
pound as  well  as  comminuted  injury,  and,  to  enhance  the  difficulty  of 
the  case,  the  patient  was  a  man  of  the  most  intemperate  habits.  Yet 
amputation  was  not  resorted  to.  The  bones  were  replaced,  the  torn 
ligaments  re-adjusted,  and  a  common  roller  applied  from  the  toes  nearly 
to  the  knee.  In  the  injury,  the  anterior  tibial  artery  received  a  wound, 
which,  after  a  few  days,  gave  rise  to  an  aneurism  in  the  part;  yet  this, 
together  with  the  fractures,  lacerated  ligaments  and  other  soft  parts,  were 
all  perfectly  cured  at  the  end  of  four  weeks. 

Case  2. — A  yellow  boy,  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  was  precipitated 
from  a  gig,  and  received  a  fracture  of  the  bones  of  the  leg,  three  inches 
above  the  ankle  joint,  the  lower  pieces  of  bone  being  literally  crushed 
quite  into  the  capsule.  He  was  dressed  three  times  with  the  bandage, 
and  in  three  weeks  walked  upon  the  leg,  as  if  no  injury  had  befallen 
him. 

Case  3. — A  man  was  engaged  in  blowing  a  well,  and  after  applying 
fire  to  his  train,  being  unable  to  retreat  in  time,  he  was  overtaken  by  a 
large  stone,  which  fractured  the  tibia,  and  did  extensive  violence  to  the 
soft  parts.  The  roller  being  applied,  a  reunion  of  all  the  parts  was  ef- 
fected in  three  or  four  weeks. 

Case  4. — A  negro  man  endeavoring  to  mount  his  horse  while  his 
team  was  in  motion,  fell,  in  consequence  of  being  intoxicated,  and  the 
wheel  of  his  wagon  passed  obliquely  over  his  leg.  The  fibula  was  bro- 
ken near  its  head,  and  an  extensive  wound  inflicted  on  the  tibialis  ami- 
cus, the  extensor  and  peroneal  muscles.  This  leg  was  immediately 
dressed  in  the  manner  already  so  often  described,  the  edges  of  the  wound 
being  first  drawn  together  by  adhesive  strips.  A  cure  was  effected  in  a 
few  weeks,  without  the  slightest  untoward  circumstance. 

Case  5. — A  man  committing  depredations  upon  the  water-melon 
patch  of  his  neighbor,  received  a  rifle  bullet  through  the  right  carpus, 
which  drove  before  it  the  os  trapezoides  and  the  body  of  the  magnum. 
17 
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Some  five  hours  after  the  accident  he  was  dressed  by  the  bandage  alone,, 
one  or  two  additional  applications  of  which  were  sufficient  to  render  the 
cure  complete. 

Case  6. — A  wood-hauler,  in  driving  his  wagon  to  town,  fell  from  his 
seat,  with  his  leg  across  a  deep  rut  in  the  road.  The  wagon  passed  over 
the  limb,  and  a  portion  of  each  bone,  precisely  the  width  of  the  tire,  was 
driven  back  among  the  gastrocnemii  muscles.  The  broken  fragments 
were  replaced,  and  the  bandage  applied.  He  was  then  carried  ten  miles 
into  the  country.  In  ten  days,  a  second  dressing  was  made,  which  com- 
pleted a  beautiful  cure  in  twenty  days. 

Case  7. — Mrs.  suffered  an  injury  of  the  elbow  joint,  consisting 

in  a  separation  of  the  internal  from  the  external  condyle  of  the  humerus, 
the  fractured  portion  being  drawn  down  into  the  bend  of  the  elbow  by 
the  pronating  and  flexing  muscles.  Great  tumefaction  of  the  parts  de- 
ceived her  surgeon,  who  mistook  the  injury  for  a  dislocation,  and  treated 
it  accordingly.  The  arm  was  cured,  the  parts  remaining  in  this  condition, 
and  stiffness  of  the  joint  was,  of  course,  the  consequence.  The  case 
was  presented  to  Professor  Dudley  two  months  after  the  occurrence  of 
the  injury.  The  internal  condyle  was  found  occupying  the  bend  of  the 
elbow,  with  an  ossific  deposit  within  the  capsule  in  magnitude  double  the 
size  of  the  fragment.  By  a  violent  effort,  the  parts  were  broken  up,  the 
condyle  replaced,  and  the  bandage  applied.  It  was  afterwards  dressed 
daily,  always  drawing  the  roller  very  tightly  over  the  osseous  tumor  in 
the  joint ;  and  at  the  end  of  fifty  days  the  lady  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  articulation  of  her  joint  restored.  Now,  six  months  since,  the 
injured  limb  can  scarcely  be  distinguished.  This  case  exhibits  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  bandage,  as  a  remedy  in  fractures,  in  the  most  cogent  man- 
ner. It  is  an  instance  of  its  capacity  not  only  to  hold  the  ends  of  the 
bones  in  apposition,  by  controlling  muscular  contraction,  but  to  stimulate 
the  absorbent  and  nutrient  vessels  to  remove  useless  parts,  and  deposite 
new  matter  where  it  is  demanded. 

Case  8. — Mr.  was  engaged  in  his  hemp  factory,  when  by  acci- 
dent he  got  the  cuff  of  his  coat  entangled  in  the  machinery.  Instantly 
the  hand,  wrist  and  forearm  were  all  drawn  in,  and  wound  around  an  iron 
axle.  The  ring  finger  was  fractured  at  the  first  phalanx,  the  bone  being 
literally  crushed  ;  both  bones  of  the  forearm  were  broken  a  few  inches 
above  the  wrist  joint,  and  the  soft  parts  of  the  finger,  together  with  those 
of  the  palm  of  the  hand,  extensively  lacerated.  A  suitable  roller  having 
been  applied  to  the  finger,  the  hand,  wrist  and  arm  were  put  under  the 
influence  of  a  larger  one.  In  this  case  splints  were  necessary  to  keep 
the  radius  and  ulna  separate.  At  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  the  injured 
parts  were  restored. 

Case  9. — A  gentleman  received  a  large  ball  in  the  arm,  just  above 
the  elbow  joint,  passing  directly  through  the  humerus,  and  separating 
entirely  the  external  from  the  internal  condyle.  Prof.  Dudley  being  on 
the  spot,  the  injured  parts  were  immediately  adjusted.  The  bandage 
was  then  applied,  and  the  case  treated  as  an  ordinary  fracture  without 
regard  to  the  gun-shot  wound.  The  termination  was  again  favorable. 
No  unfavorable  symptom  presented  during  the  progress  of  the  cure. 
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Case  10. — A  lady  with  her  infant  child,  aged  five  months,  was  dashed 
by  accident  from  her  carriage,  the  latter  experiencing  a  fracture  of  the 
thigh  bone  a  little  below  the  trochanter  minor.  While  the  little  sufferer 
was  yet  screaming  under  the  torture  of  the  injury,  the  limb  was  gently 
extended,  and  a  proper  roller  applied  from  the  toes  to  the  hips,  around 
which  it  was  made  fast.  Under  the  soothing  influence  of  the  pressure 
exerted  by  the  bandage,  the  child  at  once  evinced  an  alleviation  of  pain, 
and  soon  became  quiet.  It  was  nursed  upon  a  pillow,  and  in  twenty 
days  was  well. 

Case  11. — A  gentleman  suffered  a  transverse  fracture  of  the  patella. 
It  was  thus  treated : — a  bandage  was  brought  with  moderate  and  equable 
pressure  from  the  toes  to  near  the  knee.  The  upper  portion  of  the  bone 
having  been  drawn  by  the  action  of  the  extensor  muscles  nearly  half  way 
up  the  thigh,  was  drawn  down  and  held  by  an  assistant  in  apposition  with 
the  inferior  fragment.  Another  bandage  being  then  passed  round  the 
hips,  was  brought  down  embracing  the  thigh  and  paralyzing  the  muscles 
as  it  descended  to  the  knee,  around  which  it  was  neatly  adjusted  so  as  to 
fix  the  bones  in  their  proper  situation.  The  whole  limb  was  kept  con- 
stantly extended.  A  cure  was  accomplished  in  four  weeks.  The  indi- 
vidual then  left  town  in  his  gig,  and  having  stopped  at  a  small  stream  to 
water  his  horse,  he  let  fall  his  glove  which  was  carried  away  by  the  cur- 
rent. In  his  efforts  to  recover  it,  his  patella,  the  new  attachments  of 
which  were  still  feeble,  was  again  fractured.  He  was  now  a  considerable 
distance  from  his  carriage,  and  in  this  situation  crawled  back  to  it,  and 
returned  four  miles  to  town.  The  same  treatment  was  pursued  as  in  the 
first  instance,  and  in  the  same  period  the  fractured  bone  was  a  second 
time  united. 

The  following  case  illustrates  the  use  of  the  bandage  in  a  different 
class  of  injuries. 

Case  12. — A  man  in  a  personal  conflict  received  a  cut  on  his  left 
shoulder  from  his  adversary's  axe,  which  completely  separated  the  acro- 
mion scapulae  from  the  bone.  The  arm  being  elevated  at  right  angles 
with  the  body,  the  parts  came  into  contact.  In  this  position  it  was  main- 
tained by  the  bandage  for  twenty  days,  at  which  time  the  parts  had 
united,  and  the  patient  was  discharged  cured. 

It  were  easy  to  multiply  these  details,  but  it  is  presumed  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  have  been  given  to  establish  the  utility  of  the  bandage  in 
such  cases.  Few  days  pass  in  which  the  remedy  is  not  employed  by 
Dr.  Dudley  in  the  treatment  of  local  injuries,  and  with  the  most  unvary- 
ing success.  Except  in  fractures  of  the  forearm,  he  rarely  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  use  a  splint ;  and  in  the  course  of  his  long  and  extensive  practice, 
he  has  amputated  but  a  single  leg  in  consequence  of  fracture,  and  that 
was  in  the  case  of  a  maniac  who  could  not  be  controlled.  In  gun-shot 
wounds,  regarded  by  most  authors  as  sui  generis,  and  as  requiring,  there- 
fore, a  peculiar  treatment,  he  relies  with  the  utmost  confidence  upon 
mechanical  pressure  alone.  In  amputations,  the  stump  receives  from 
him  no  dressings  except  the  common  roller — no  lints,  unguents,  plasters 
or  tow,  interfere  with  nature  in  her  restorative  process  ;  and  the  coose- 
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quence  is,  that  no  deep-seated  abscesses,  no  exfoliations  of  bone,  or 
tedious  stumps,  follow  his  operations. 

Such  results,  it  must,  nevertheless,  be  admitted,  have  not  uniformly 
attended  the  use  of  the  bandage  in  the  hands  of  other  surgeons.  Morti- 
fication and  loss  of  the  limb,  and  sometimes  of  life  itself,  have  resulted 
from  its  application.  I  am  apt,  however,  to  believe  that  this  has  been 
in  consequence  of  mismanagement.  Those  who  have  attended  upon  the 
operations  of  the  gentleman  whose  cases  have  just  been  reported,  and 
have  seen  how  surely  by  means  of  it  he  controls  swelling,  subdues  mus- 
cular contraction,  promotes  absorption,  and  favors  the  restoration  of  injured 
parts,  will  not  easily  be  persuaded  that  mischief  can  ensue  when  it  is 
skilfully  used. — Transylvania  Journal  of  Medicine. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  CASE  OF  DR.  CROSBY. 

BY  R.  D.  MDSSEY,  M.D.  PROF.  OF   SURG.,  ETC.  IE  THE  MED.  INST.  HANOVER,  N.  H. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Died  at  Hanover,  N.  H.  Tuesday,  April  12,  1836,  Dr.  Asa  Crosby, 
set.  70,  of  rupture  of  the  gall-bladder. 

This  gentleman  had  been  subject,  for  some  years,  to  attacks  of  colic, 
with  constipation.  At  1  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  Friday  preceding 
his  death,  I  was  called  to  visit  him,  and  found  him  laboring  under  pain 
of  the  abdomen,  with  costiveness.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  feeble, 
with  some  pain  in  his  bowels,  for  a  few  days,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  a 
gall-stone  was  lodged  in  the  bile  duct ; — he  said  that  he  had  a  similar 
attack  last  autumn,  when,  as  he  believed,  a  biliary  concretion  passed  the 
bile  tube  after  having  been  lodged  there  for  some  days.  He  had  now 
taken,  within  a  day  or  two,  some  cathartic  pills,  such  as  usually  suited 
him  well,  but  they  had  not  operated.  He  was  somewhat  alarmed  by  a 
strong  rigor,  with  but  little  sensation  of  cold,  which  had  attacked  him 
half  an  hour  before  I  saw  him,  and  which  had  not  entirely  subsided,  al- 
though there  was  no  sense  of  coldness  remaining.  There  was  tenderness 
of  the  epigastrium.  I  prescribed  enemas,  which  gave  him  pretty  clay- 
colored  discharges,  with  considerable  relief.  On  Thursday  the  family 
had  observed  a  degree  of  yellowness  of  the  skin  and  conjunctiva.  This 
was  more  vivid  on  Friday.  During  this  day,  a  diffused  tenderness  over 
the  abdomen  was  manifest,  and  the  bodily  strength  declined.  On  Sat- 
urday and  Sabbath,  these  symptoms  increased,  notwithstanding  the 
bowels  were  opened  without  much  difficulty.  A  free  bleeding  brought 
temporary  relief  and  exhibited  buffy  blood,  but  the  strength  gradually 
failed,  until  Tuesday  morning  at  6  o'clock,  when  he  died.  The  yellow- 
ness of  the  skin  slowly  faded  after  Friday,  and  was  very  slight  at  the 
time  of  death. 

Post-mortem  appearances. — A  portion  of  the  abdominal  peritoneum 
and  that  of  a  part  of  the  small  intestines  were  slightly  adherent,  with  a 
thin  layer  of  lymph  interposed.  Several' coHs  of  small  intestine  mode- 
rately reddened;  half  a  pint  or  upwards  of  serum  in  the  peritoneal  cavity. 
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A  deep  yellow  color  was  extensively  diffused  over  the  right  side  of  the 
abdomen  ;  the  gall-bladder,  covered  with  fat,  was  empty  and  shrunk,  and 
on  opening  it,  a  perforation  of  its  coats,  upon  its  hepatic  surface,  was  ob- 
served, one  third  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  A  great  deal  of  fat  surrounded 
the  kidneys.  On  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen  this  was  colored  with 
bile,  and  from  the  root  of  the  liver  to  the  lower  part  of  the  right  iliac 
region  a  very  large  quantity  of  bile  was  deposited,  entirely  behind  the 
peritoneum — this  membrane  not  having  been  ruptured. 

In  the  common  biliary  duct,  a  gall-stone,  of  the  size  of  a  large  pea, 
was  fixed  at  the  distance  of  about  an  inch  from  the  intestine.  This  duct 
was  very  small  between  the  gall-stone  and  its  outlet,  but  from  the  gall- 
stone to  the  gall-bladder  it  was  dilated  sufficiently  to  admit  the  little  fin- 
ger.   No  other  gall-stone  was  found  in  any  part  of  the  biliary  apparatus. 

There  was  nothing  worthy  of  remark  in  the  chest,  except,  perhaps,  a 
slight  thickening  and  shortening  of  the  mitral  valve.  In  the  brain  nothing 
was  observed,  except  the  size  of  the  medulla  oblongata,  which  was 
smaller  than  I  recollect  ever  to  have  seen  it  in  the  adult  brain. 

There  can  remain  no  doubt  as  to  the  cause  of  death  in  this  case,  viz. 
inflammation  from  affected  bile  ;  the  effusion  occasioned  by  rupture  of 
the  gall-bladder  from  an  obstruction  of  the  common  duct.  Did  the  rup- 
ture take  place  about  the  time  of  the  accession  of  the  rigor  on  Friday 
morning  ? 

Dr.  Crosby  was  an  uncommon  man.  At  the  age  of  21,  he  commenced 
practice  in  Strafford  Co.,  N.  H.  and  continued  in  full  practice  46  years, 
i.  e.  until  the  age  of  67.  He  was  a  distinguished  member  of  the  profes- 
sion, both  in  physic  and  surgery  ;  and  in  the  latter  branch,  he  performed 
some  very  important  and  difficult  operations.  Indeed,  for  many  years 
he  was  the  principal  operator  for  an  extensive  district  of  country.  He 
was  one  of  those  self-taught  men,  whose  force  of  intellect  breaks  through 
the  most  appalling  obstacles,  and  rises,  unaided,  to  skill  and  reputation. 
Although  deprived  of  a  systematic  course  of  professional  instruction,  hav- 
ing commenced  practice  before  medical  schools  were  established  in  New 
England,  he  furnished  himself  with  a  good  library,  and  spent  his  leisure 
hours,  and  even  moments,  among  his  books.  By  his  constant  industry 
and  exertion,  he  raised  himself  to  a  position  in  the  profession  so  impor- 
tant as  to  draw  around  him,  for  some  years,  a  number  of  young  men  as 
pupils — between  twenty  and  thirty  of  whom  may  be  reckoned  as  edu- 
cated by  him  ;  and  what  is  much  to  his  credit,  many  of  them  are  now 
distinguished  men. 

The  medical  profession  in  New  Hampshire  is  not  a  little  indebted  to 
Dr.  Crosby,  inasmuch  as  he  was  one  of  the  few  who  interested  them- 
selves in  procuring  the  charter  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  of  which 
Institution,  as  well  as  of  a  District  Society,  he  was  an  active  and  zealous 
member  for  thirty  years. 

This  gentleman  reared  a  large  and  worthy  family.  Of  seventeen 
children,  ten  remain.  One  of  bis  sons  established  himself  in  the  profes- 
sion of  the  law  ;  two  have  distinguished  themselves  as  physicians;  another 
is  now  a  student  of  medicine,  and  another  is  a  much  valued  professor  of 
Latin  and  Greek  in  one  of  the  New  England  colleges. 
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Dr.  Crosby  never  brought  reproach  upon  our  profession  by  the  avowal 
of  infidel  sentiments  ;  so  far  from  this,  he  was  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  church  of  Christ,  and  died  in  the  full  hope  of  a  better  life. 

May  17,  1836. 


GRAHAMISM  JYOT  A  CAUSE  OF  INSANITY. 

[Continued  from  page  108.] 

The  manner  in  which  Dr.  Lee  has  presented  the  case  of  Haskett,  the 
pedestrian,  is  such  as  almost  compels  even  charity  itself  to  regard 
it  as  wilfully  disingenuous.  "  In  the  summer  of  1833,  I  ventured 
to  predict"  says  the  Doctor,  "  that  he  would  become  insane."  "  Tn 
the  spring  of  1834  I  met  him.  His  bodily  health  was  good — the 
muscles  firm  and  his  walk  elastic.  I  must  confess  that  I  was  disappointed 
in  finding  so  many  indications  of  good  health"  This  statement  fully 
discloses  to  us  the  state  of  Dr.  Lee's  mind  in  regard  to  the  whole  sub- 
ject. He  was  perfectly  predetermined  to  make  a  case  of  marasmus  and 
insanity  of  Haskett ;  and  notwithstanding  he  was  "  disappointed  in  finding 
so  many  indications  of  good  health"  yet  he  was  by  no  means  disposed 
to  give  up  his  pre-conceived  notion,  and  credit  as  a  prophet — for  he  had 
"  predicted  that  Haskett  would  become  insane." 

Turning,  therefore,  from  these  evidences  of  bodily  health  which  could 
not  be  mistaken  and  misrepresented,  the  Dr.  now  attempts  to  explore 
the  psychological  field,  which,  to  most  minds,  is  covered  with  a  dense 
fog;  and  consequently,  in  which,  evidence  can  far  more  easily  be  shaped 
to  the  wishes  and  prejudices  of  every  adventurer.  "  I  directed  my  in- 
quiries," says  the  Dr.,  "  to  the  state  of  his  nervous  system.  He  insisted 
that  there  had  been  a  great  increase  of  mental  as  well  as  bodily  vigor 
since  he  entered  upon  this  system  of  living."  But  poor  Haskett  was  not 
to  be  admitted  as  a  witness  in  his  own  case  ;  the  Dr.  was  both  adversary 
and  judge  ;  "  and,"  says  he,  "  the  result  of  my  experience  convinced  me 
of  his  error.  There  was  great  excitability  of  his  nervous  system,  and  his 
mind  was  active  but  not  strong"  &c. 

Let  us  examine  this  case  accurately.  Haskett  was  the  son  of  a  har- 
ness maker  in  the  city  of  New  York — a  wayward  boy  from  his  earliest 
youth.  While  quite  young,  he  was  left  to  direct  his  own  course  through 
life — or  rather,  was  left  to  be  moved  and  directed  by  impulses  and  cir- 
cumstances. He  grew  up  with  little  or  no  systematic  education,  and 
without  any  severe  discipline  of  mind.  Wholly  destitute  of  the  talents 
and  education  to  distinguish  himself  as  a  man  of  parts,  he  yet  felt  a  con- 
tinual craving  for  notoriety.  Having  failed  in  two  or  three  experiments, 
he  was  at  last,  by  a  mere  whim,  induced  to  make  a  pedestrian  experi- 
ment on  a  diet  of  bread  and  water.  Be  it  remembered,  however,  that 
this  man  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the  principles  which  I  teach — was 
totally  ignorant  of  the  science  of  physiology,  and  ordered  his  regimen 
without  any  reference  to  physiological  principles.  Having  trained 
himself  three  months  on  a  diet  of  bread  and  water,  he  succeeded  in  get- 
ting himself  announced  pretty  extensively  in  the  newspapers  as  Col. 
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Haskett,  of  South  Carolina,  who,  as  a  gentleman  of  pleasure,  had  under- 
taken a  pedestrian  experiment  on  a  diet  of  bread  and  water.  The  idea 
that  Col.  Haskett  was  a  gentleman  of  considerable  standing  and  respec- 
tability, was  very  generally  received  throughout  New  England,  and  pre- 
ceded him  wherever  he  went.  This,  as  a  general  fact,  secured  him  the 
attention  of  the  more  cultivated  and  intelligent  members  of  society,  in  all 
places  which  he  visited — and  this  was  a  fulfilment  of  Haskett's  ambition, 
and  elated  him  beyond  measure  ;  and  soon  caused  him  to  imagine  himself 
of  really  as  much  importance  as  others  seemed  to  think  him. 

Now,  let  us  contemplate  the  psychological  philosophy  in  this  case. 
Here  was  a  young  man  of  uneducated  mind,  wholly  unaccustomed  to 
any  attention  from  the  public,  and  almost  entirely  unaccustomed  to  the 
society  and  civilities  of  the  cultivated  and  refined.  Vanity  was  his  ruling 
quality.  His  intellectual  faculties  had,  for  the  most  part,  remained  in 
that  dormant  state,  so  common  to  the  majority  of  men  in  his  condition 
and  circumstances  ;  and  he  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  com- 
parative idleness  in  the  city  of  New  York.  But  now  he  suddenly 
changes  his  diet  and  habits.  He  throws  aside  all  animal  food,  tea,  cof- 
fee, and  other  narcotic  and  stupifying  substance,  and  puts  himself  at  once 
on  an  abstemious  diet  of  bread  and  water,  and  regularly  and  freely  exer- 
cises in  the  open  air.  He  soon  experiences  a  general  improvement  of 
health,  and  a  very  considerable  increase  of  sensorial  power  and  mental 
activity  ;  but  this  did  not  impart  to  him  intellectual  wealth  and  discipline. 
And  now  he  starts  on  his  pedestrian  tour  ; — the  papers  announce  his 
progress  with  various  compliments, — public  curiosity  is  excited.  Where- 
ver he  goes,  people  are  curious  to  see  him.  Professional  and  other  gen- 
tlemen, supposing  him  to  be  a  gentleman  of  standing  and  education,  are 
prompt  to  extend  to  him  their  attention  and  civilities.  In  short,  he  is 
everywhere  received  and  treated  as  Col.  Haskett,  from  South  Carolina. 
Nothing  could  be  more  exciting  and  gratifying  to  the  vanity  of  Haskett 
than  this.  He  is  inflated  with  the  idea  that  he  is  really  a  man  of  conse- 
quence, and  kindly  consents  to  oblige  the  curious  multitudes,  by  giving 
public  "  lectures,"  in  the  various  places  through  which  he  passes.  Cu- 
riosity draws  him  a  crowded  house  for  a  single  evening,  in  each  place. 
But  what  shall  Haskett  lecture  on  ?  He  is  a  man  of  no  science  ;  he  is 
not  a  man  of  letters  ; — he  is  not  one  of  those  self-educated  men,  who 
with  a  general  intelligence,  are  able  to  speak  with  good  sense  on  almost 
any  subject  presented  to  their  minds  ; — but  he  is  an  uneducated  man, 
with  an  undisciplined  mind  ;  one  whose  intellectual  faculties  have  been 
little  exercised  ;  but  who  now  finds  himself,  in  consequence  of  his  new 
habits,  possessed  of  increased  sensorial  power,  and  mental  activity, — and 
he  now  finds  himself  an  object  of  great  attention  and  curiosity,  surrounded 
by  a  crowded  audience.  He  feels  himself  a  great  man.  Intoxicated  by 
these  circumstances  and  influences,  his  emotions  are  high,  and  his  thoughts 
flow  easily  and  rapidly.  He  opens  his  mouth  and  talks  But  how  ? 
Childishly — incoherently,  of  course — of  necessity.  And  what  is  the 
effect  ?  Why,  his  hearers,  who  had  supposed  him  to  be  a  gentleman  of 
education,  a  man  of  mind,  were  surprised  and  disappointed  at  his  incohe- 
rence and  mental  imbecility.    But  they  had  no  just  reason  to  be.  Had 
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they  correctly  understood  the  whole  matter,  they  would  have  known 
that  nothing  else  was  to  be  expected.  But  Haskett  was  not  conscious 
of  his  own  incoherence  and  imbecility,  nor  of  the  disappointment  of  his 
hearers  ;  and,  therefore,  he  retired  to  his  lodgings  and  to  his  bed  exceed- 
ingly exhilarated — yes,  actually  intoxicated  with  the  idea  of  his  success 
and  popularity  and  greatness  and  glory.  Of  course  his  visions  were  vivid, 
and  his  ecstacies  were  delightful ; — and  probably  nothing  but  his  simple 
diet  and  exercise,  in  the  open  air,  saved  him  from  downright  and  con- 
firmed insanity.  I  am  confident  in  saying,  that  if  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  a  free  use  of  flesh-meat,  tea,  coffee,  wine,  &tc.  when  subject  to 
all  this  excitement,  his  liability  to  insanity  would  have  been  vastly  greater. 
And  yet  Dr.  Lee  attributes  all  these  effects  to  his  vegetable  and  water 
diet.  The  facts  that  his  mind  was  "  not  strong  " — that  his  "  reasoning 
powers  were  feeble  " — that  "  his  conversation  was  disconnected  and 
constantly  running  into  the  wildest  fancies  while  in  society  " — that  "  his 
ideas  rushed  into  his  mind  in  disorder  when  lecturing  " — that  "  his  lec- 
tures were  incoherent  and  extravagant  " — that  "  when  he  retired  at  night 
he  was  full  of  visions  and  ecstacies  " — all  these  and  much  more  are  put 
down  as  the  unmixed  results  of  a  vegetable  and  water  diet,  in  spite  of 
the  acknowledged  good  bodily  health,  firm  muscle  and  elastic  walk  ;  and 
finally,  to  confirm  the  Dr.'s  reputation  as  a  prophet,  we  are  invited  to 
believe  that  this  deluded  pedestrian  was  saved  from  imminent  insanity 
by  giving  "  his  bread  a  heavy  coating  of  butter,  eating  freely  of  eggs, 
and  occasionally  of  fresh  fish." 

Now  with  such  palpable  looseness  of  observation,  statement  and  infe- 
rence, as  we  have  before  us  in  the  case  of  Haskett,  what  confidence  is 
due  to  the  other  cases  brought  forward  by  Dr.  Lee  ?  But  let  us  ex- 
amine them. 

"  Case  I.  was  a  female,  aged  30  years — married,  and  has  children — 
the  youngest  six  months.  Husband  was  a  Grahamite,  and  after  the  birth 
of  her  last  child,  she  entered  upon  the  same  diet ;  three  months  after, 
she  became  depressed — fourth  month  was  happy,  gay  and  talkative,  slept 
but  little,  and  was  troubled  with  hideous  sights,  &c.  &c.  Excitement 
increasing,  she  was  sent  to  an  insane  hospital,  and  at  the  end  of  six 
months  was  discharged  recovered.  The  bodily  and  mental  health  of  her 
husband  was  also  much  impaired — countenance  pale — lips  colorless — 
voice  faint — his  memory  of  words  treacherous,  so  that  he  was  often  una- 
ble to  complete  a  sentence.  I  charged  the  wife  against  repeating  the 
'  severe  experiment.'  She  has  since  enjoyed  good  health.  The  health 
of  her  husband  is  also  much  improved,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was 
in  consequence  of  having  followed  his  wife's  example." 

This  female  is  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Swanton,  jun.  of  Bath,  Maine,  and 
the  following  is  the  testimony  of  her  husband  concerning  the  case. 

Mr.  Graham.  Dear  Sir, — My  wife,  when  about  30  years  of  age, 
was  an  inmate  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  from  May  to  December,  1834. 
She  became  insane  two  months  previous  to  your  coming  to  this  place. 
For  the  space  of  two  years,  she  had  been  in  a  declining  slate  of  health  ; 
and  when  deprived  of  her  reason,  she  was  nursing  a  stout,  hearty  boy, 
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six  months  old.  She  had  never  had  any  knowledge  of  your  system  of 
living,  and  so  far  as  her  constitution  would  admit,  had  lived  as  most  per- 
sons in  the  present  day  are  in  the  habit  of  doing — using  animal  food,  tea, 
coffee,  he.  he.  While  you  was  here,  I  carried  her  to  the  asylum,  and 
therefore  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  only  five  or  six  of  your  lectures, 
before  1  left.#  When  she  left  the  asylum,  her  mind  was  still  somewhat 
unsettled,  and  her  sensibility  was  tenderly  alive  to  external  impressions  : 
so  much  that  the  propriety  of  taking  her  away  at  the  time  I  did,  was 
considered  doubtful  by  Dr.  WTyman,  the  then  superintending  physician, 
and  Dr.  Lee,  who  was  likewise  present.  Nevertheless,  on  her  return 
home,  she  abandoned  the  use  of  animal  food,  tea,  and  coffee  ;  and  con- 
fined herself  exclusively  to  a  vegetable  diet,  using  the  unbolted  wheat 
meal  bread.  Yet  she  not  only  did  not  experience  any  inconvenience  by 
the  change,  but  soon  began  to  improve,  and  has  continued  to  improve  in 
health,  both  of  body  and  mind,  to  the  present  time.  So  far  from  mani- 
festing any  symptoms  of  approaching  insanity,  under  her  new  regimen, 
she  appears  to  me  to  be  farther  removed  from  such  a  state  than  she  has 
before  been  at  any  time,  within  my  knowledge. 

In  regard  to  myself,  I  have  endeavored,  ever  since  you  lectured  in  this 
place,  to  regulate  my  diet  in  accordance  with  the  principles  you  recom- 
mend, and  I  do  assure  you,  sir,  I  have  as  yet  seen  no  cause  to  regret 
having  lived  in  that  manner. 

I  am  naturally  spare  and  of  a  pale  complexion  ;  and  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  Dr.  Lee  first  saw  me,  at  the  asylum,  perhaps  I  was  pe- 
culiarly so.  It  was  about  three  months  after  my  wife  entered  the  asylum, 
and  at  a  time  when  her  friends  least  expected  her  recovery.  If  Dr.  Lee 
saw  any  improvement  afterwards,  mentally,  or  physically,  it  surely  could 
not  be  attributed  to  what  he  terms  "  a  generous  mode  of  diet,"  as  there 
had  been  no  change  in  my  manner  of  life,  since  he  first  saw  me — and 
notwithstanding  there  has  been  no  change  in  that  respect  since  I  first 
adopted  your  system  (in  the  spring  of  1834),  I  can  safely  say  that  I  now 
enjoy  as  good  health  as  I  have  ever  enjoyed  within  my  recollection. 

Yours  with  much  esteem,  J.  B.  Swanton,  Jun. 

Bath,  Maine,  April  7,  1836. 

So  much  for  Dr.  Lee's  first  specification  against  "  Grahamism."  Now 
let  us  examine  another.  "  Case  II. — A  young  man,  aged  20  years,  a 
merchant's  clerk,  &c."  This  case  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  hold 
of,  and  therefore  can  only  say  that  while  I  do  not  accuse  Dr.  Lee  of 
wilful  misrepresentation,  yet  I  do  not  believe  his  statement  is  correct : 
and  I  hold  myself  ready  to  show  its  inaccuracy  when  Dr.  Lee  will  give 
me  the  name  of  the  individual,  so  that  I  can  carefully  examine  the  case 
myself:  and  until  then,  his  statement  is  obviously  entitled  to  no  credit — 
because  his  concealment  of  it  destroys  all  ground  of  confidence. 

"  Case  III. — A  merchant,  aged  35  years,  attended  Graham's  lectures 
and  adopted  his  system  of  living.  In  a  few  months  became  hypochon- 
driacal, lost  his  sleep,  could  exercise  no  energy  and  decision  of  mind — 
left  his  business  and  spent  a  year  in  travelling — continued  on  low  vege- 


*  I  was  in  Bath  but  two  weeks,  and  lectured  twice  a  day.— S.  G. 
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table  diet,  and  grew  worse  and  worse — thought  and  talked  only  of  his 
misery — had  lost  in  weight  sixty  pounds — was  finally  sent  to  an  insane 
asylum  ;  and  to  the  inquiry,  <  what  shall  I  eat  ?  '  (which  he  had  daily 
and  hourly  asked  for  one  year),  the  physician  answered,  'eat  such  things 
as  are  set  before  you,  asking  no  questions  for  conscience's  sake,  for  the 
earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  thereof.'  A  common  diet  was  set 
before  him,  a  dinner  of  animal  and  vegetable  food.  His  sleep,  cheerful- 
ness and  flesh  soon  returned,  and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  he  was  dis- 
charged well,  having  gained  in  the  mean  time  more  than  half  a  pound  daily!  " 

This  individual  is  Mr.  John  D.  Gardner,  formerly  of  Portland,  Maine, 
and  now  of  Boston. 

This  gentleman  has  always  been  predisposed  to  difficulties  of  this  kind, 
and  has  at  least  once  before  the  instance  given  by  Dr.  Lee  been  very 
seriously  afflicted  in  the  same  manner,  and  this,  too,  long  before  he  ever 
heard  of  the  "Graham  system  of  living."  But  Dr.  Lee  now  adduces 
his  case  as  a  result  of"  Grahamism."  What  is  the  truth  in  this  matter? 
Mr.  Gardner  assures  me  that  his  health  had  been  gradually  failing  for 
two  years  before  he  heard  my  lectures  in  Portland,  in  June,  1834  ;  and 
he  also  assures  me  that  he  never  did  adopt  the  "  Graham  system  of  liv- 
ing " — never  did  abstain  from  animal  food — and  that  Dr.  Lee  is  entirely 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  ever  adopted  the  "  Graham  system  " — or 
confined  himself  to  a  vegetable  diet  or  even  to  a  low  diet.  The  wife, 
brother,  and  other  friends  of  Mr.  Gardner  confirm  his  statement,  and 
some  of  them  assure  me  that  he  has  always  been  more  addicted  to  a 
generous  than  to  a  low  diet.    So  much  for  this  case  of"  Grahamism." 

"  Case  IV. — A  male,  aged  35  years — a  merchant,  &c." 

This  individual  was  Mr.  John  Winslow,  of  Portland,  Maine,  and  his 
case  is,  I  presume,  the  strongest  that  Dr.  Lee  can  make  out  against  the 
"  Graham  system."  Mr.  Winslow  heard  the  course  of  lectures  which  I 
delivered  in  Portland,  in  June,  1834.  He  immediately  adopted  the  sys- 
tem of  diet  which  I  recommended,  and  continued  to  adhere  to  it  for  two 
or  three  months  with  considerable  strictness  and  propriety.  During  this 
time  his  health  decidedly  improved,  and  he  gained  eleven  pounds  in 
weight.  He  then  returned  to  the  use  of  animal  food,  and  gradually  re- 
lapsed into  his  former  habits  of  living,  save  that  he  was  somewhat  more 
particular  as  to  the  quality  of  his  food,  and  continued  to  abstain  from  the 
use  of  tea  and  coffee,  and  also  (from  conscientious  motives,  as  an  aboli- 
tionist), he  abstained  from  the  use  of  the  products  of  slave  labor.  In 
this  way  he  continued  to  enjoy  very  good  health  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
months.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  business,  and  frequently  had  occa- 
sion to  be  absent  from  home  ;  and  his  friends  think  that  while  travelling 
in  steamboats,  he.  his  extreme  carefulness  in  regard  to  what  he  ate, 
caused  him  to  be  more  sparing  in  his  diet  than  was  consistent  with  his 
health  : — but  after  a  most  careful  examination  of  the  case,  I  cannot  feel 
satisfied  that  this  opinion  of  his  friends  is  well  founded.  For  one  year 
previous  to  the  breaking  down  of  his  health,  John  Winslow  did  not  ab- 
stain from  animal  food  :  and  I  cannot  find  any  reason  to  believe  that  he 
suffered  from  want  of  nourishment.  He  was  deeply  and  extensively 
engaged  in  business,  and  at  the  same  time  took  a  lively  and  powerful 
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interest  in  the  abolition  cause.  Mr.  Winslow  had  one  of  those  physical 
and  mental  constitutions  which  are  most  likely  to  suffer  from  over-actions 
of  the  mind  and  continued  mental  excitement.  He  did  not  let  off  his 
excitement  in  words  and  bluster,  but  it  worked  more  deeply  and  ruinously 
in  its  silence.  A  short  time  before  his  health  failed,  he  married,  for  the 
first  time,  at  about  the  age  of  35. 

Various  causes,  undoubtedly,  co-operated  to  produce,  aggravate,  con- 
firm and  perpetuate,  his  disorder  of  body  and  mind.  I  shall  not  now 
attempt  to  examine  those  causes  and  to  attribute  to  each  its  particular 
share  in  the  effect.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  show  that  "  Grahamism 
had  nothing  to  do  with  that  effect.  And  it  is  admitted  by  all  of  his 
friends  that  he  did  not  abstain  from  animal  food  before  his  health  began 
to  fail,  more  than  two  or  three  months  at  longest,  and  that  was  more  than 
a  year  previous  to  his  illness.  From  a  most  careful  and  critical  exami- 
nation of  the  testimony  of  his  family  friends,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  both 
they  and  his  physicians  faithfully  and  kindly  endeavored  to  restore  him 
to  health  :  but  1  must  solemnly  avow  it  as  my  conscientious  belief,  that 
the  measures  which  they  adopted  were,  many  of  them,  ill  calculated  to 
effect  the  end  they  aimed  at.  I  do  not  believe  that  his  case  was  well 
understood  at  the  McLean  Asylum,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  mode 
of  treatment  which  he  was  subjected  to  there,  was  not  well  adapted  to 
his  case.  But  I  wish  not  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  one,  and  there- 
fore I  forbear.  I  would  to  God  that  the  deep  error  and  delusion  that 
prevail  in  our  country  on  this  important  subject  were  done  away. 

Dr.  Lee  tells  us  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  Mr.  Wins- 
low  could  be  prevailed  on  to  take  food  enough  to  keep  him  alive  ;  and 
leaves  his  readers  to  infer  that  this  was  a  feature  of"  Grahamism. "  But 
surely  Dr.  Lee  must  know  very  well  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for 
insane  people  to  neglect  their  meals  and  refuse  to  eat ;  and  this,  we 
know,  if  persisted  in,  must  produce  marasmus,  or  starvation  and  death. 
But  is  an  effect  of  insanity  to  be  put  down  as  its  cause  ?  Or  is  the 
"  Graham  system,"  which  never  taught  men  to  starve  themselves,  and 
whose  greatest  danger  lies  in  the  other  extreme,  to  be  charged  with  all 
the  insanity  and  death  which  may  in  any  way  be  connected  with  starva- 
tion ?  Such  a  notion  may  accord  with  the  rank  prejudice  and  ignorance 
of  the  times ;  but  the  hour  cometh  when  mankind  will  be  astonished  that 
such  a  notion  should  ever  have  been  advanced. 

Six  months  ago,  a  young  man  of  my  acquaintance,  living  in  the  ordi- 
nary manner,  became  perfectly  insane.  He  was  put  under  medical 
treatment,  but  no  relief  was  effected.  He  continued  in  an  unkroken 
insanity  till  a  very  recent  period.  Two  or  three  weeks  since,  he  became 
unwell  and  refused  to  take  any  food.  He  maintained  a  total  fast  for 
forty-eight  hours,  and  was  restored  to  his  reason,  and  has  since  continued 
in  a  sound  mind  to  the  present  time.  But  will  Dr.  Lee  suffer  me  to 
infer  from  this  fact,  the  general  proposition  that  entire  and  protracted 
fasting  is  a  sure  remedy  for  insanity  ?  I  might  certainly  do  it  with  more 
rigor  of  logical  reasoning  and  with  far  more  conformity  to  correct  patho- 
logical principles,  than  Dr.  Lee  has  observed  in  his  article. 
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ANNUAL    MEETING    OF    THE    STATE    MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  the  usual  hour,  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  Wednesday  last,  the 
Fellows  were  called  to  order  in  the  Athenaeum  lecture  room.  After  the 
Secretary  had  read  the  record  of  the  last  meeting,  and  the  transactions  of 
the  Council,  from  time  to  time,  an  election  was  made,  by  ballot,  for  Coun- 
sellors. No  very  important  changes  were  made  :  in  the  district  of  Suf- 
folk, three  of  the  last  year's  Counsellors  were  superseded  by  those  who 
were  doubtless  considered  more  competent  to  the  duty.  There  was  no- 
thing miraculous  in  the  mode  of  effecting  the  business,  as  two  gentlemen 
took  pains  to  cater  for  the  public  good  in  ample  season  to  secure  the 
election  of  those  who  deserve  the  honorable  locality  to  which  they  were 
unanimously  chosen.  With  regard  to  the  other  districts  in  the  Common- 
wealth, we  could  not  obtain  the  returns,  accurately,  and  therefore  de- 
fer a  catalogue  of  the  names  of  officers,  to  a  more  convenient  time. 

Dr.  Nichols,  of  Danvers,  gave  a  discourse  every  way  calculated  to 
impress  the  audience  with  the  most  favorable  views  of  his  practical  as 
well  as  theoretical  knowledge  of  a  profession  of  which  he  is  esteemed  a 
most  worthy  member.  It  would  be  unjust  towards  the  speaker  to  criti- 
cise him,  without  presenting,  at  least,  specimen  paragraphs  ;  but  as  that 
cannot  be  done,  till  in  the  course  of  things  an  official  report  is  published, 
the  reader  must  remain  in  a  state  of  expectancy. 

At  the  hour  of  two,  there  was  evidently  a  disposition  manifested  to 
dine  ;  and  soon  after,  the  tables  in  Faneuil  Hall  were  filled.  To  our  re- 
gret, there  were  fewer  medical  strangers  present  than  we  have  been  ac- 
customed to  notice  in  former  years.  As  this  is  really  a  medical  festival, 
nothing  could  have  been  more  gratifying,  it  is  presumed,  to  all  present, 
than  to  have  extended  courtesies,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  Society,  to 
gentlemen  of  other  States  and  countries,  engaged  in  the  same  pursuits. 

By  adjournment,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  Society  commenced  the  ex- 
amination of  a  subject  of  an  unpleasant  character,  of  which  a  full  report 
will  appear  in  our  next. 

On  Thursday,  May  26th,  the  Council  convened  at  the  Athenaeum  for 
the  election  of  officers.  On  the  first  ballot,  George  Cheyne  Shattuck, 
M.D.  of  Boston,  was  elected  President  ;  Dr.  Miller,  of  Franklin,  Vice 
President.  All  the  executive  officers  remain  much  the  same  as  they 
were  before. 

It  should  be  kept  in  perpetual  remembrance,  that  the  Society  made 
choice  of  a  curator  and  cabinet  keeper.  The  museum  consists  of  one 
single  preparation — the  head  and  shoulders  of  something,  which  has  been 
so  regularly  gazed  at  once  a  year  by  new  members,  that  some  begin  to 
suspect  that  they  behold  in  the  old  glass  box  the  last  remains  of  a  delin- 
quent Fellow.  Nothing  could  be  more  ingenious  than  the  idea  of  placing 
that  scare-crow  preparation  directly  opposite  the  treasurer.  An  assistant 
should  have  been  appointed  also  ; — no  one  ought  to  be  permitted  to  enter 
the  apartment  alone,  lest  an  army  of  blood-thirsty  vermin  should  pin  him 
to  the  floor,  a  la  Gulliver.    This  brings  to  mind  what  is  called  the  Socie- 
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ty's  library.  Whether  the  books  are  read,  or  kept  expressly  for  show, 
we  have  not  been  informed  : — if  for  the  latter,  the  point  is  gained — for 
they  positively  excite  both  wonder  and  astonishment. 


NEW  BOOKS. 

Several  new  publications  have  been  received  within  a  few  days,  but 
which  we  have  had  no  proper  opportunity  of  examining.  One  by  Dr. 
Beck,  of  New  York,  done  up  in  an  uncommonly  neat  form,  shall  not  be 
entirely  neglected,  though  some  weeks  may  elapse  before  it  receives  that 
thorough  reading  which  everything  from  that  gentleman's  pen  is  sure  to 
command. 

A  translation  of  an  important  volume,  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  of  which  the 
celebrated  Louis  is  the  author,  was  distributed  to  the  members  of  the 
Medical  Society  on  Wednesday.  This,  too,  will  be  the  subject  of  obser- 
vation hereafter. 

In  what  state  of  forwardness  is  the  new  treatise  on  Surgery,  preparing 
by  Dr.  A.  S.  Doane,  of  New  York  ? 

Besides  the  books  just  referred  to,  others  of  a  minor  character  have  been 
gradually  accumulating,  and  therefore  remain  for  future  analysis.  Unless 
new  works  are  sent  to  us  before  they  have  become  old,  we  can  be  of  very 
little  service  either  to  the  author  or  publisher.  Our  facilities  for  extend- 
ing a  knowledge  of  the  publication  of  books  exclusively  among  the  pro- 
fession, is  not  excelled,  as  the  Journal  has  an  extensive  circulation. 


Poisoning  by  Arsenic. — When  arsenic  has  been  taken,  the  first  object,  if 
possible,  is  fully  to  evacuate  the  stomach  ;  but  after  every  particle  of  the 
poison  may  be  supposed  to  be  withdrawn,  frequently  much  further  treat- 
ment is  necessary.  Arsenic,  like  many  other  poisons,  is  a  strong  irritant 
to  the  stomach,  and  produces  gastritis  while  it  exerts  its  poisonous  effects; 
and  very  frequently  after  all  the  poisonous  effects  have  ceased,  the  patient 
suffers  considerably  from  the  inflamed  state  of  the  stomach,  and  bleeding, 
generally  or  locally,  is  absolutely  necessary.  Sometimes,  after  other 
poisons  have  been  taken,  there  is  more  or  less  gastritis,  rendering  the 
lowest  possible  diet  necessary,  and  frequently  many  repetitions  of  blood- 
letting, either  generally  or  locally. — Dr.  Elliotson. 


Singular  case  of  Lead  imbedded  in  the  Tibia. — Whilst  I  was  attached 
to  the  General  Hospital,  in  Calcutta — says  Dr.  Atkinson,  in  the  India 
Journal  of  Medicine — I  had  occasion  to  amputate  the  leg  of  an  old  sol- 
dier, in  consequence  of  a  gangrenous  spreading  ulcer  just  above  the  an- 
cle. When  the  operation  was  finished,  we  proceeded  to  dissect  the  limb 
in  order  to  examine  the  internal  condition  of  the  diseased  parts,  and  on 
extending  the  incision  along  the  tibia,  an  irregular  line  of  lead  was  dis- 
covered imbedded  in  the  bone,  with  the  external  surface  smooth.  This 
was  several  inches  above  the  ulcer,  with  which  it  had  no  connection  what- 
ever, the  bone  in  the  intermediate  space  being  quite  sound.  Upon  being 
questioned  on  the  subject,  the  man  recollected  that  he  had  received  a 
wound  in  action,  on  the  skin,  many  years  before,  but  had  suffered  no  in- 
convenience from  it,  as  the  slight  laceration  had  speedily  healed  up,  and 
had  left  no  pain  or  scar  to  mark  the  place,  or  recall  the  circumstance  to 
his  mind.    The  quantity  of  lead  appeared  to  be  about  as  much  as  might 
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be  contained  in  a  musket-ball,  scattered  and  diffused.  But  how  so  sin- 
gular a  result  could  have  been  produced,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine.  A 
ball  striking  the  bone  would  in  ordinary  cases  fracture  it  ;  but  the  resist- 
ance in  the  present  instance  seems  to  have  been  as  great  as  if  the  lead 
had  struck  a  dead  wall.  And  it  is  equally  difficult  to  conjecture  how  the 
lead  could  have  acquired  its  elongated  and  irregular  form.  The  bony 
bed  in  which  it  lay,  was  not  in  any  degree  exfoliated  or  diseased  ;  indeed 
the  lead  had,  as  it  were,  become  a  part  of  the  man,  for  the  periosteum 
and  skin  had  closed  over  it  in  perfect  harmony,  leaving  no  indication  of 
the  presence  of  a  foreign  body. 


Cold  Baths  in  the  treatment  of  Chorea. — Chorea  is  one  of  those  diseases 
of  whose  seat  and  nature  we  are  entirely  ignorant,  and,  of  course,  whose 
treatment  is  entirely  empirical.  An  enumeration  of  all  the  therapeutic 
means  which  have  beenfrom  time  totime  extolled  for  its  relief,  would  nearly 
comprise  the  whole  materia  medica.  Of  all  the  curative  means,  the  bath, 
either  simple  or  medicated,  is  that  at  present  most  generally  used  in 
France,  and  appears  to  merit  the  most  confidence.  It  was  a  favorite 
remedy  with  Dupuytren,  who  said  he  had  never  seen  a  case  of  St.Vitus's 
dance  resist  the  bath  by  immersion.  His  method  of  administering  it  was, 
to  cause  the  patient  to  be  held  by  two  persons,  one  having  hold  of  the 
arms,  and  one  by  the  feet,  and  then  the  whole  body  to  be  immersed  in 
the  water,  and  immediately  withdrawn,  which  operation  was  repeated 
seven  or  eight  times  in  the  space  of  ten  to  fifteen  minutes.  After  this 
operation,  the  patient  was  carefully  wiped  dry,  and  either  taken  to  bed  or 
required  to  take  half  an  hour's  violent  exercise.  With  females,  Dupuy- 
tren was  contented  to  employ  simple  cold  affusions  to  the  head.  This 
method  was  not  without  its  inconveniences.  Cerebral  congestions  are 
apt  to  be  produced  if  the  head  is  not  immersed  at  the  same  time  with  the 
rest  of  the  body  ;  and  thoracic  phlegmasia?  have  been  produced  by  it.  At 
the  Hopital  des  Enfans,  a  simple  cold  bath  is  used  ;  and  this  is  not  used 
in  severe  weather.  The  patient  remains  in  it  about  an  hour.  If  cold 
affusions  are  judged  necessary,  the  patient  is  placed  in  a  tepid  bath,  the 
chest  enveloped  in  a  pelerine  of  gum  taffeta,  and  cold  affusions  are  then 
made  to  the  head.  The  regimen  is  always  tonic,  the  patient  taking  at 
each  meal  a  certain  quantity  of  wine.  Three  striking  cases  are  related 
by  T.  Constant,  as  having  occurred  at  the  Children's  Hospital,  which 
strongly  attest  the  efficacy  of  the  cold  bath  in  Chorea  St.  Vili. 

Bulletin  Generate  de  Therapeulique,  Medicate  et  Chirurgicale. 


Impure  Castor  Oil. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Medico-Botanical  Soci- 
ety, Dr.  Sigmond  cautioned  the  profession  against  a  fraud  which  had  been 
extensively  practised  by  a  company  who  had  invented  a  process,  by  which 
rancid  and  ineffective  castor  oil  could  be  made  apparently  sweet  and 
good.  It  is,  however,  perfectly  useless,  and  possesses  no  purgative 
power.  Great  quantities  have  been  disposed  of,  and  he  thought  well  that 
the  system  should  be  exposed. — Lancet. 


Ligatures  of  bleeding  Vessels. — Ambrose  Pare,  a  French  surgeon,  who 
was  born  in  1509,  enjoys  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  who  applied 
ligatures  to  bleeding  vessels.    In  a  very  ancient  work,  however,  entitled 
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"  Gabelhover's  Boocke  of  Physicke,"  which  was  first  translated  into 
English  in  1559,  twenty  years  before  Pare's  account  was  published,  is 
the  following  passage,  which  takes  from  Pare  some  of  the  reputation 
which  has  heretofore  been  assigned  to  him.  "  If  then  ther  be  anye  vayne 
discided  or  hewed  a  sunder,  you  must  then  knovve  that  both  the  endes 
of  the  vayne  which  is  discided  doe  drawe  themselues  vpwardes  in  the 
flesh,  whereof  you  must  indevour,  with  little  instrumetes  fit  for  such  a 
purpose,  to  take  houlde  of  that  ende  of  the  vayne  which  is  shrunk  up 
into  the  greater  parte  of  the  bodye,  drawe  it  forth,  and  with  a  crooked 
needle,  to  sticke  it,  and  soe  to  binde  it." 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  malignant  fever  is  said  to  be  raging  in  Upper 
Egypt  with  great  violence. — Dr.  Motte,  of  New  York,  daily  expected 
from  Europe,  was  complimented  at  Paris,  in  March,  by  a  dinner  at  the 
Rocker  de  Cancale.  Drs.  A.  B.  Tucker,  J.  T.  Bryant,  and  W.  Bingham, 
Americans,  were  the  active  agents  in  the  civility.  M.  Roux,  Baron 
Larrey  and  Dr.  Civiale,  were  invited  guests.  Among  other  things,  was 
the  health  of  Dr.  Slnjuich — pray  who  is  he  ? — Dr.  Parker,  at  Canton,  is 
astonishing  everybody  by  the  boldness  and  success  of  his  surgical  opera- 
tions. He  made  an  opening  into  the  meatus  externus  of  a  boy,  who  had 
no  orifices  to  his  ears,  and  thus  established  the  function  of  the  organ. — 
A  man  was  seen  by  a  Boston  gentleman,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  who 
had  four  ears,  two  on  a  side — one  being  directly  over  the  other.  He 
does  not  remember  whether  both  sets  had  canals  leading  into  the  cranium. 
— What  Dr.  Valentine  is  it  who  is  playing  the  buffoon  through  the  coun- 
try ?  If  he  is  a  physician,  he  very  much  disgraces  the  fraternity. — Dr. 
Rambur  has  made  a  collection  of  3000  insects,  some  entirely  new,  in  the 
south  of  Spain.  Also,  a  large  number  of  plants  and  reptiles. — A  para- 
graph is  going  the  newspaper  rounds,  that  a  certain  Dr.  Luzenburg,  of 
New  Orleans,  has  discovered  that  excluding  the  light  from  a  smallpox 
patient,  wholly  prevents  him  from  being  pitted.  It  is  not  true.  We  have 
made  the  experiment,  and  at  the  moment  of  writing  this,  have  discovered 
that  on  the  three  young  meji  experimented  upon,  each  one  is  badly 
scarred. — On  Wednesday  evening  last,  Dr.  Warren  received  his  medical 
friends  from  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  his  residence  in  Park 
Street. — Dr.  Brewer's  pessary  is  more  in  demand  than  ever  : — its  con- 
struction is  philosophical. — Dr.  Gerhard's  excellent  treatise,  noticed  in 
this  Journal  a  few  weeks  since,  is  giving  the  author  an  extended  reputa- 
tion.— That  singular  enlargement  of  the  ends  of  the  toes  and  fingers,  ge- 
nerally in  children,  called  onychia  maligna,  in  which  it  appears  as  though 
the  root  of  the  nail  was  exclusively  the  source  of  the  irritation,  Dr.  J.  B. 
Beck,  of  N.York,  assures  us  can  only  be  cured  by  salivation. —In  six  years 
12,786  children  were  admitted  into  the  Dublin  Foundling  Hospital  ; — but 
12,651  died  in  the  time,  so  that  only  135  children  survived  that  abomina- 
ble charity,  at  the  expiration  of  six  years. — Drs.  Parker  and  Childs,  of 
the  Woodstock,  Vt.  Medical  Institution,  lately  succeeded  in  extracting 
two  quarts  of  gravel  stones  from  a  woman,  which  she  had  swallowed  at 
all  convenient  hours,  by  advice  of  a  quack,  to  cure  her  of  dyspepsia  ! — 
Medical  books  and  periodicals  forwarded  to  the  Rev.  W.  Goodell,  mis- 
sionary, Constantinople,  would  be  exceedingly  prized,  and  enable  the 
members  of  the  mission  family  to  prescribe,  in  that  great  city,  where  phy- 
sicians are  both  scarce  and  ignorant,  with  great  benefit,  to  the  multitude 
who  importune  them  for  medical  advice. — During  the  first  week  of  May, 
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it  is  stated  there  were  eighty  deaths  by  smallpox,  in  Havana.  The  dis- 
ease was  fatally  prevalent  there  the  present  season.- — The  Boston  Post 
gives  a  melancholy  account  of  the  treatment  of  a  young  man  in  the  town 
of  Foster,  by  the  public  authorities.  He  was  thrust  into  an  uninhabited 
house  in  the  field,  where  he  died.  Two  physicians,  on  whose  testimony 
this  cruelty  has  come  to  light,  exerted  themselves  in  favor  of  the  poor 
creature,  but  ineffectually  ;  what  are  their  names  ? — A  woman  recently 
died  in  Italy  at  the  great  age  of  142  years — having  had  eight  husbands. 
— The  cholera,  which  has  not  been  heard  of  for  some  time,  is  beginning 
to  re-appear  near  the  city  of  Erzerum. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Sir, — I  have  just 
received  the  last  No.  of  your  Journal,  and  on  looking  it  over,  my  eye  has  this  mo- 
ment fallen  upon  the  ravings  of  that  unfortunate  creature,  J.  S.  Bartlett,  before 
the  Medical  Council.  I  feel  that  it  is  humiliating  to  notice  this  wayward  being, 
but  respect  for  your  readers  induces  me  to  say  that  I  never,  in  my  life,  on  any 
occasion  or  in  any  place,  delivered,  wrote,  printed  or  uttered  in  any  manner  whate- 
ver, a  lecture  to  married  ladies  nor  to  unmarried  ladies,  on  connubial  intercourse, 
nor  on  onanism.  Nor  in  my  lectures  to  females,  did  I  ever  even  make  an  allusion 
to  sexual  commerce,  passion  or  indulgence.  S.  Graham. 

Lowell,  Wednesday,  May  25,  1636. 


Died — In  Guilford,  Ms.  Dr.  Abel  Whitney,  59. — In  Philadelphia,  John  Moore, 
M.D.  58. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  May  28,  15.    Males,  9 — Females,  6. 

Of  bowel  complaint,  1— infantile,  1— suicide,  1 — hooping  cough,  1— fever,  1— consumption,  4 — 
disease  of  the  spine,  1 — decline,  1— liver  complaint,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2.    Stillborn,  I. 


AN  EXCELLENT  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN. 

A  physician,  situated  in  a  pleasantly  located  town,  ten  miles  north  of  Boston,  being  about  to  leave 
the  country,  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  stand  and  business.  His  stand  consists  of  a  convenient  house, 
barn,  &c.  with  seventeen  acres  of  land.  His  business  is  extensive,  and  affords  an  excellent  chance 
for  a  practitioner  of  experience.  Applications  to  be  made  to  the  editor  of  this  Journal  (if  by  letter, 
post-paid),  who  will  furnish  the  address  of  the  advertiser.  If  the  estate  and  business  together  should 
be  an  objection  to  the  purchaser,  they  would  be  disposed  of  separately,  to  suit  his  convenience.  Ap- 
plications are  requested  to  be  made  immediately,  as  the  advertiser  wishes  to  leave  the  place  by  Au- 
gust next. 

May  18,  1836.  ejltf. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    -  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        -      --      --      --      --      --      ---     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GKORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


THE  BtJSTOtf  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CI, AN',  JR.  at  L84  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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MEDICAL  IMPEACHMENT. 

DOINGS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  IN  THE  CASE  OF  JOHN  S.  BARTLETT> 
M.D.  OF  BOSTON,  ONE  OF  ITS  FELLOWS. 

The  preliminary  business  of  the  annual  meeting  having  been  completed, 
the  President  ( Dr.  John  C.  Warren)  informed  the  Society  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  to  pre- 
fer charges  against  John  S.  Bartlett,  M.D.  of  Boston,  was  now  in  order; 
the  Society  would  proceed,  therefore,  to  the  consideration  of  this  matter. 

Dr.  Wm.  J.  Walker,  of  Charlestown,  inquired  whether  persons,  not 
Fellows  of  the  Society,  were  at  liberty  to  witness  its  proceedings. 

The  President  replied,  that  he  had  been  requested  by  Dr.  Bartlett  to 
allow  him  to  introduce  a  reporter  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  his  re- 
marks before  the  Society.  At  the  moment,  he  considered  that  he  had  a 
right  to  give,  and  therefore  had  given,  this  permission  : — upon  reflection, 
he  doubted  his  authority  to  do  so,  and  would  refer  it  to  the  decision  of 
the  Fellows. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett,  of  Boston.  I  would  respectfully  state  to  the  So- 
ciety, and  to  yourself,  Mr.  President,  that  my  remarks  on  former  occa- 
sions having  been  made  public  without  my  knowledge  or  consent,  con- 
sequently not  so  perfect  or  so  full  as  I  could  have  wished,  I  deem  it  no 
more  than  an  act  of  justice,  that  what  I  have  to  offer  at  the  present 
time  should  be  taken  verbatim  et  literatim.  I  requested  the  favor  of 
you,  therefore,  to  permit  the  presence  of  a  competent  short-hand  report- 
er to  take  down  the  remarks  which  I  may  urge  in  my  own  extenuation, 
and  those  only  ;  I  pledge  my  honor  that  he  shall  confine  himself  to  what 
1  say,  and  that  not  a  word  or  syllable  else  shall  go  upon  his  paper. 
Your  coincidence  in  my  request,  Mr.  President,  was  exceedingly  gratify- 
ing to  me,  and  I  hope  the  Society  will  extend  to  me  the  same  favor. 

Dr.  Walker  moved  that  the  indulgence  asked  be  granted. 

Dr.  Peirson,  of  Salem,  inquired  whether  the  reporter  would  confine 
himself  strictly  to  what  fell  from  Dr.  Bartlett,  or  whether  the  remarks  of 
other  Fellows  would  enter  into  his  report. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  I  have  expressly  stated,  Mr.  President,  distinctly 
stated,  that  my  reporter  shall  not  write  a  syllable  other  than  what  I  my- 
self say  ;  he  shall  report  my  words,  and  mine  alone.  I  would  not  wilful- 
ly violate  the  sanctity  of  the  Society  in  the  slightest  degree,  and  I  solemn- 
ly pledge  my  word  and  honor  that  his  duty  shall  be  confined  closely  to 
making  a  fair  and  correct  transcript  of  my  remarks. 
18 
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Dr.  Walker  wished  for  no  secrecy  in  this  matter.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion to  making  public  all  the  doings  of  the  Society  upon  this  subject. 
All  he  wanted  was  a  fair  and  proper  report ;  if,  therefore,  that  proposed 
to  be  made  by  the  person  employed  by  Dr.  Bartlett,  should  be  submitted 
to  the  President  for  inspection  before  publication,  he  should  be  satisfied. 
The  gentleman  pledges  himself  that  it  shall  be  a  fair  report  ;  he  wished 
that  pledge  to  be  redeemed,  and  the  course  he  proposed  would  be  a 
proper  one. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett  coincided  heartily  in  Dr.  Walker's  proposition. 
He  was  willing  to  submit  the  report  to  the  President,  or  to  the  Counsel- 
lors, with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  would  leave  it  to  them  to  say  wheth- 
er it  was,  or  was  not,  perfectly  correct. 

Dr.  W.  Strong,  of  Boston,  had  one  word  to  say  with  regard  to  the 
matter.  If  we  concur  in  this  proposition,  and  allow  the  President  to 
pass  upon  the  report,  we  make  ourselves  responsible  for  its  truth  and  cor- 
rectness :  now  no  one  can  recollect  precisely  what  may  be  said  by  dif- 
ferent gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  a  protracted  discussion — -it  is  impossi- 
ble to  do  it — how,  then,  can  the  President,  or  the  Counsellors,  state  that 
thus  much  and  no  more,  was,  or  was  not,  said  ?  He  would  leave  the 
reporter  to  his  own  discretion  and  responsibility,  and  would  not  give  the 
report  the  character  of  an  official  document  by  allowing  it  to  pass  under 
the  revision  of  the  President  or  other  officers  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  of  Boston,  considered  it  needless  to  prolong  this 
discussion.  The  matter  would  be  reported,  at  any  rate  ;  and  now  while 
we  are  talking  about  it,  every  word  goes  upon  paper.  He  hoped  Dr. 
Bartlett's  request  would  be  granted. 

Dr.  J.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  feared  that  the  debate  upon  this  point 
would  entirely  consume  the  very  small  space  of  time  allotted  for  this 
matter  :  it  had  now  nearly  expired. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint,  of  Boston,  begged  to  be  indulged  with  one  word. 
The  gentleman's  request  extends  only  to  his  own  remarks.  Now  if 
there  be  any  report,  and  he  doubted  very  much  the  utility  of  allowing  any 
(and  must,  therefore,  express  his  regret  at  hearing  the  gentleman  on  his 
left  [Dr.  Smith]  state  so  explicitly  that  there  would  be  a  report,  the  So- 
ciety nolens  volens),  if  there  be  any  report,  it  should  cover  the  whole 
ground,  and  should  not  be  limited  to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Bartlett. 

The  President  called  upon  the  gentleman  for  an  explanation  of  his 
motion  ;  whether  he  intended  to  include  all,  or  a  part  only,  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Dr.  Walker  had  moved  that  Dr.  Bartlett's  request  be  granted  ;  he 
had  asked  only  for  permission  to  have  his  own  remarks  reported,  and  of 
course  that  was  all  that  was  meant  to  be  embraced  in  the  motion. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Shattuck,  of  Boston,  observed  that  Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett 
being  now  upon  trial  before  this  Society  on  charges  preferred  against  him 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Counsellors,  he  hoped  he  would  have  every 
opportunity  and  facility  yielded  him  for  defending  himself  in  the  best 
possible  manner  before  the  Society  and  the  public.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, that  during  the  investigation  of  the  allegations  presented  against 
him,  he  be  indulged  with  the  privilege  of  introducing  a  professed  report- 
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er  upon  the  floor  of  the  room,  to  report,  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks 
proper,  consistently  with  correctness,  whatever  remarks  Dr.  Bartlett  may 
have  to  offer. 

Dr.  E.  Buck,  of  Maiden,  wished  the  motion  to  include  all  the  pro- 
ceedings ;  he  thought  the  attack  and  defence  should  go  together. 

Dr.  J.  W.  McKean^oi  Boston,  seconded  Dr.  Shattuck's  motion  to  gratify 
the  gentleman  so  far  as  related  to  his  own  remarks ;  he  thought  it  natural  that 
he  slrould  feel  a  little  anxious  to  be  stated  correctly  ;  it  was  nothing  more 
than  was  fair  and  proper,  and  seemed  evidently  a  measure  of  self-defence. 

The  President  inquired  whether  there  were  any  further  remarks  to  be 
made ;  if  not,  he  would  proceed  to  put  the  question — Shall  Dr.  J.  S. 
Bartlett  be  indulged  in  his  request  that  a  reporter  may  have  a  seat  assign- 
ed him  on  the  floor,  to  enable  him  to  report  this  trial  ? 

Dr.  Mc  Kean  thought  the  motion,  as  put,  exceeded  the  request ;  he 
seconded  the  motion  to  indulge  Dr.  B.  with  an  opportunity  of  reporting 
his  own  remarks,  and  no  more. 

Dr.  Buck  thought,  as  he  had  just  stated,  that  the  report  should  include 
all  that  might  be  said — it  should  by  no  means  be  one-sided. 

Dr.  Shattuclc,  in  order  to  remove  what  seemed  to  be  a  bone  of  con- 
tention, would  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  President  remarked  that  the  hour  for  hearing  the  annual  ad- 
dress having  arrived,  according  to  the  standing  rules  it  took  precedence 
of  all  other  business. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  though  I  have  not  had 
time  to  prepare  an  elaborate  defence,  that  some  opportunity  will  be 
granted  me  for  justification  of  my  conduct  on  the  score  of  duty,  facts 
and  example.  I  have  been  cited  hereon  grave  and  weighty  charges  ;  but 
when  and  where  am  I  to  be  heard?  how  am  I  to  defend  myself?  I  beg, 
therefore,  that  some  definite  time  may  be  fixed,  on  which  1  may  appear 
before  the  Society. 

Dr.  George  Hayward,  of  Boston,  moved  that  after  the  annual  ad- 
dress, the  Society  adjourn  to  meet  at  the  same  place  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett  assented  to  this  arrangement:  gentlemen 
might  feel  rather  better  natured  after  dinner,  and  more  disposed  to  deal 
leniently  with  him.  He  sitieerely  sought  a  chance  to  exculpate  himself 
and  explain  his  motives,  and  he  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail. 

Three  o'clock  was  suggested,  and  the  motion  passed  as  amended. — 
The  Society  adjourned,  therefore,  after  the  annual  address,  to  three 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session.  The  Society  came  to  order,  and  the  President 
instructed  the  Recording  Secretary  (Dr.  Homans)  to  lay  before  it  the  do- 
ings of  the  Counsellors  in  the  case  of  John  S.  Bartlett,  M.D.  and  the 
documents  relating  to  it.  The  Secretary  read  from  the  records  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  at  three  several  meetings,  including  the  resolu- 
tion appointing  a  Committee  to  inquire  whether  there  had  been  any 
breach  of  the  by-laws,  the  report  of  that  Committee  charging  John  S. 
Bartlett  with  having  violated  the  eighth  by-law,  viz.  "  Any  person  who 
is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  or  surgery  in  this  Commonwealths 
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not  being  a  fellow  or  licentiate  of  this  Society,  nor  a  Doctor  in  Medicine 
of  Harvard  University,  shall  be  deemed  by  the  fellows  of  this  Society  an 
irregular  practitioner;  likewise  any  one  who  has  been  expelled  from  this 
Society,  or  who,  after  being  permitted  to  resign  his  fellowship,  has  been 
deprived  of  his  privileges,  or  who  has  withdrawn  himself  from  the  Socie- 
ty without  the  permission  of  the  Counsellors,  shall  be  deemed  by  this 
Society  an  irregular  practitioner;  and  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  fellow 
in  his  professional  capacity  to  advise  or  consult  with  any  such  irregular 
practitioner,  or  in  any  way  to  abet  or  assist  him  as  a  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine or  surgery.  For  any  breach  of  this  law,  a  fellow  of  this  Society 
shall  be  disqualified  for  one  year  from  giving  his  vote  at  any  meeting  of 
the  Society  and  of  the  District  Society  of  which  he  may  be  a  member  ; 
he  shall  also  be  liable  to  the  censure  and  reprimand  of  the  Counsellors, 
and  in  aggravated  cases  to  expulsion" — 1st,  by  aiding  and  abetting  an  itin- 
erant empiric  named  John  Williams,  by  a  publication,  with  his  initials  at- 
tached, in  a  paper  called  the  Boston  Pilot,  of  March  12th,  1836 — 2d,  by 
consulting  with  a  person  named  Patrick  Kearney,  not  a  fellow  of  this  So- 
ciety, as  appeared  by  his  own  confession  before  the  Boston  Medical  As- 
sociation on  the  1st  of  May  current  ;  the  citation  to  Dr.  Bartlett  from 
the  Recording  Secretary  to  appear  and  answer  to  the  charges  before  the 
Council,  Dr.  Bartlett's  reply  and  request  for  information,  the  Secretary's 
communication  in  answer,  the  transactions  before  the  Council,  its  unani- 
mous decision  that  the  charges  were  substantiated,  and,  finally,  the  reso- 
lution appointing  Drs.  Peirson  and  Johnson  of  Salem,  and  Dr.  E.  Alden 
of  Randolph,  to  prefer  these  charges  before  the  Society  at  its  annual 
meeting.  The  Secretary  also  read  at  length  the  article  in  the  Boston 
Pilot,  and  all  the  papers  bearing  on  this  case.  [We  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  records  and  other  documents  in  season  for  this 
paper,  but  presume  they  will  all  appear  in  the  appendix  annually  pub- 
lished by  the  Society.] 

President.  Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett  ;  you  have  heard  the  charges 
against  you  :  if  you  have  anything  to  offer  in  defence,  you  are  now  at 
liberty  to  do  it. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  I  regret  exceedingly,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
gentleman  whom  I  had  engaged  to  report  the  remarks  which  I  have  to 
offer,  is,  from  some  unavoidable  accident,  of  which  I  am  ignorant,  not 
present.  I  cannot  help  it,  but  must  proceed  at  once  to  what  I  have  to 
say. 

This  is  surely  a  matter  of  much  importance,  not  to  me  individually, 
for  it  can  affect  me  but  little— rit  can  affect  my  practice  but  little — but  it 
is  important  because  it  involves  some  great  and  weighty  principles.  The 
articles  to  which  the  Secretary  alludes,  are,  I  presume,  first  an  article  in 
the  Boston  Pilot,  of  which  paper  I  hold  the  theological  editorship,  which 
I  will  now  proceed  to  read. 

President.  Dr.  Bartlett  is  informed  that  that  article  has  been 
read  to  the  Society  previous  to  his  entering  the  room. 

Dr.  Bartlett.  I  beg  your  pardon,  sir  ;  I  was  not  aware  of  that  fact.  T 
shall  proceed  then  to  defend  myself  upon  three  or  four  separate  grounds, 
and  here  I  must  express  a  regret  that  this  matter  has  been  anticipated  in 
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a  report  which  is  not  so  full  as  I  could  have  wished.  My  first  position, 
then,  shall  be  on  the  ground  of  fact.  This  fact  is  that  1  did  see  Dr. 
John  Williams  perform  the  cures,  which,  in  the  article  alluded  to,  1  al- 
lege he  performed.  I  saw  him  perform  cures  in  a  period  astonishingly 
short  of  that  ordinarily  requisite  for  the  successful  treatment  of  such  ca- 
ses. I  went  incog.,  examined  the  cases,  saw  their  progress,  witnessed  their 
cure.  I  then  made  myself  known  to,  and  conversed  with  him.  I  found 
that  he  effected  his  cures  on  precisely  the  same  principle  upon  which 
you  or  any  other  surgeon  would  act,  viz.  by  exciting  absorption  (that  is, 
the  same  principle  in  similar  cases,  since  it  was  chiefly  opacities  of  the 
cornea  that  I  saw),  and  that  the  only  difference  between  him  and  other 
physicians  was,  that  he  kept  the  direct  means  by  which  he  worked  these 
wonders  a  profound  secret.  Having  seen  this  with  my  own  eyes,  I 
stated  the  case  publicly — and  how  could  I  help  it  ?  I  stated  that  I  had 
seen  him  cure  not  ten,  nor  fifteen,  nor  fifty,  but  a  hundred  or  more  cases, 
of  which  more  than  a  moiety  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeons  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  the  Boston  Eye  and  Ear  Infirm- 
ary, and  I  say  so  still.  As  to  the  secret  nature  of  his  remedy,  I  cannot  see 
the  justice  of  requiring  a  man  not  wealthy,  nor  even  in  very  comfortable 
pecuniary  circumstances,  to  publish  to  the  world  any  discovery  he  may 
make,  without  an  adequate  reward.  The  patent  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  prepared  to  meet  this  very  case ;  they  provide  for  the  protec- 
tion of  novel  and  important  inventions  or  discoveries,  by  securing  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  them  to  their  respective  inventors  or  discoverers, 
and  a  very  wise  provision  it  is,  too.  I  have  nothing  to  do  withWilliams's 
private  character — T  justify  my  conduct  on  the  ground  of  moral  obliga- 
tion. I  saw  him  doing  good,  and  I  was  morally  bound  to  say  so.  Sup- 
pose, Mr.  President,  you  resided  in  a  country  where  intermittent  fever 
was  prevalent,  and  a  person,  not  a  regular  member  of  the  profession, 
was  to  discover  the  sulphate  of  quinine  and  apply  it  successfully  to  the 
treatment  of  that  disease ;  would  you  not  be  bound  to  give  your  evi- 
dence in  his  behalf?  I  conceive  you  would,  and  that  it  would  be  a  moral 
duty  for  you  so  to  do.  Now  I  have  seen  cases  which  have  been  dis- 
charged as  incurable  by  the  surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital, and  of  the  Boston  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  cured  in  an  almost  in- 
credibly short  time  by  Dr.  Williams,  and,  having  seen  this,  I  consider 
myself  under  a  moral  obligation  to  say  so.  If  his  private  character  is 
bad,  I  am  sorry ;  but  with  that  I  have  nothing  to  do.  If  he  is  vicious  or  im- 
moral, I  do  not  uphold  him  in  it ;  I  testify  to  nothing  but  his  skill  in  the 
cure  of  diseases  which  he  professes  to  treat. 

The  second  point  which  I  shall  take  in  view,  in  which  I  am  justified, 
is  the  legality  of  my  conduct.  I  have  violated  no  pledge  given  to  the 
Boston  Medical  Association,  or  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
"  Every  man  who  enters  into  a  fraternity,  engages  by  a  tacit  compact  not 
only  to  submit  to  the  laws,  but  to  promote  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
Association,  so  far  as  they  are  consistent  with  morality  and  the  general 
good  of  mankind."  So  far  as  they  are  consistent  with  morality  and  the 
general  good  of  mankind,  the  extract  reads.  Now  it  would  be  utterly 
inconsistent  with  morality  for  me  to  deny  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said 


282 


Medical  Impeachment. 


with  regard  to  Williams  ;  because,  I  both  know  and  believe  it  to  be  true, 
I  cannot,  therefore,  retract  one  word  of  what  I  have  said  in  his  behalf. 
I  will  agree  to  abide  by  the  pledges  given  to  the  Boston  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  or  to  the  Essex  District 
Medical  Society,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  so  long  as  I  conscientiously, 
before  God  and  man,  believe  them  to  be  consistent  with  morality  and 
the  general  good  of  mankind. 

Third,  I  justify  myself  on  the  score  of  example.  I  am  a  young  man, 
Mr.  President,  but  I  trust  the  result  of  my  practice  has  done  no  discredit  to 
your  teaching.  Being  young,  I  have  naturally  looked  up  to  gen- 
tlemen who  are  my  seniors  in  years  and  experience,  for  guidance  and 
example  :  these  gentlemen  have  afforded  me  an  example,  and  at  the 
head  of  them  may  be  found  you,  yourself,  Mr.  President.  I  allude  to 
the  case  of  Sylvester  Graham,  and  here  I  must  repeat  almost  verba- 
tim the  remarks  I  had  the  honor  to  make  before  the  Council.  If  a  regu- 
lar member  of  the  profession,  Mr.  President,  applies  to  you  by  letter,  re- 
questing your  opinion  and  advice  with  regard  to  a  certain  course  of  diet  in  a 
given  case,  and  you  send  him  a  letter  in  reply,  you  charge  five  dollars  for 
medical  advice.  Now  sir,  an  individual,  belonging  to  no  body  or  associa- 
tion, charges  fifty  cents  for  giving  precisely  the  same  advice  in  a  public 
lecture,  and  you  uphold  him  in  it.  If  this  does  not  constitute  an  irregular 
practitioner,  I  do'nt  know  what  does.  If  this  is  not  a  distinction  with- 
out a  difference,  I  do'nt  know  what  is.  But  I  come  to  a  more  unpleas- 
ant part  of  this  subject,  one  which  I  would  avoid,  but  being  completely 
cornered,  I  must  acquit  myself  as  welL  as  I  can,  and  use  all  possible 
means  for  justification  and  defence.  I  assert,  therefore,  that  you,  sir,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  regular  standing,  have  done  more  to  spread  corrup- 
tion throughout  the  land,  by  your  support  of  this  most  obscene,  filthy 
and  infamous  scoundrel,  and  equally  infamous  impostor,  than  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  done  in  any  other  way.  1  say  nothing  of  his  blasphemy  ; 
if  he  knows  better  than  his  Creator,  if  he  would  turn  wine  into  water 
rather  than  the  reverse,  as  did  the  blessed  Saviour,  I  have  nothing  to  say 
to  it.  But  if  he  interferes  with  the  holy  sacrament  of  matrimony,  I,  as 
a  husband  and  a  father,  will  speak  out.  I  appeal  to  every  husband,  fath- 
er^ and  brother  who  hears  me,  if  he  would  not  as  willingly  see  his  wife, 
daughter,  or  sister  issue  from  a  brothel,  as  from  the  secret  lectures  of  this 
infamous  man.  I  will  proceed  to  read  extracts  from  the  lectures  of  this 
vilest  of  vile  impostors.  [Dr.  B.  then  read  certain  passages,  but  from 
what  source  we  are  ignorant.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  they  almost,  if 
not  quite,  justified  the  epithets  so  liberally  applied  ;  at  any  rate,  we  see 
no  good  from  giving  them  any  farther  circulation.]  I  can  scarcely  pro- 
ceed, sir,  it  is  almost  too  abominable  to  be  read  in  the  English  language. 
[Further  extracts  were  read.]  This,  then,  is  the  style  of  lectures  which 
this  man  delivers  to  women  ;  this  is  the  advice  which  he  has  given  in 
Providence,  in  Portland,  and  in  other  places,  and  for  which  he  richly 
merits  a  Marblehead  suit  of  armor,  a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers.  I  ask 
every  gentleman  present,  whether  he  would  not  forbid  his  wife  from  list- 
ening to  such  filthy  outpourings.  How  much  more,  then,  would  he  re- 
strain an  innocent  girl,  without  a  single  libidinous  idea  in  her  head,  from 
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attending  a  secret  lecture  on  self-pollution — yet  this  has  been  permitted, 
such  lectures  are  given  by  this  vile  fellow,  and  yet  gentlemen  of  the 
profession  countenance  and  uphold  him.  I  do  not  suppose,  sir,  that  you 
were  aware  of  the  whole  character  of  this  man,  nor  would  I  impeach  the 
motives  which  induced  you  to  give  him  the  weight  of  your  name.  I 
only  urge  the  conduct  of  others,  as  having  by  example  guided,  influ- 
enced and  justified  my  own. 

My  next  point  of  defence  is  one  upon  which  I  will  not  detain  you 
long.  It  is  one,  however,  which  involves  important  principles.  I  must 
here  be  allowed  to  digress  so  far  as  to  state,  with  reference  to  the  trans- 
actions which  occurred  before  the  Boston  Medical  Association  the  other 
day,  that  I  received  the  ordinary  notice  of  the  annual  meeting,  and  hap- 
pening on  that  day  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Medical  College,  I  saw  a 
number  of  chaises  in  the  neighborhood  which  reminded  me  of  what  had 
almost  escaped  my  memory,  viz.  the  meeting  of  which  I  had  been  noti- 
fied. I  went  in,  and  after  the  completion  of  the  usual  business,  Dr. 
Storer,  the  Secretary,  arose  and  brought  forward,  unexpectedly  on  my 
part,  the  charges  against  me.  I  was  of  course  somewhat  excited  by  the 
suddenness  of  the  attack,  and  expressed  myself  in  rather  stronger  lan- 
guage than  I  should  otherwise  have  done.  This  I  stated  to  Dr.  Ware 
(who  wrote  me  a  very  polite  note,  for  which  he  will  please  accept  my 
thanks).  I  said,  and  1  now  repeat,  that  if  anything  was  uttered  by 
me  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  any  individual,  I  regret  it,  and  will  explain 
or  apologize  in  any  proper  manner.  My  language  was  not,  I  am  sensible, 
so  mellifluous  as  possibly  it  ought  to  have  been,  for  which  I  am  exceed- 
ingly sorry,  but  cannot  now  help.  To  return  ;  I  am  charged  with  con- 
sulting with  Dr.  Patrick  Kearney,  who  has  received  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor in  Medicine  at  Edinburgh,  and  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland.  Now  my  friend  Dr.  Kearney,  though 
a  very  learned,  honorable  and  high-minded  man,  is  also  a  genuine  Hi- 
bernian, and  is  endowed  with  his  full  share  of  the  hot  blood  of  his  coun- 
try, and  would  not  stoop  to  win  favor  from  any  one.  Not  having  receiv- 
ed that  courtesy  which  is  not  etiquette  here,  to  be  sure,  but  which  is  eti- 
quette abroad,  he  got  into  a  huff  about  it,  and  nothing  I  could  do  or  say 
would  induce  him  to  join  the  Association.  To  this  gentleman's  skill  I 
must  bear  full  evidence,  for  I  am  a  living  witness  and  example  of  it ; 
this  testimony  I  bear  in  my  own  person — for  had  it  not  been  for  his  skill, 
I  should  not,  perhaps,  have  been  here  this  day  to  address  you.  As  to 
not  consulting  with  him,  that  is  out  of  the  question  :  I  must  do  it :  it  is 
a  matter  of  necessity  :  the  similarity  of  our  religious  faith  requires  it : 
cases  occur  daily,  in  which  persons  wish  for  counsel  and  assistance  from 
one  of  their  own  creed,  and  aside  from  all  feelings  of  personal  respect 
and  friendship,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  yield  it;  I  cannot  promise  that 
I  will  not.  But  I  must  speak  of  the  principle,  which  I  believe  to  be  an 
erroneous  one.  The  provision  of  the  law  is,  that  "  any  person  who  is 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  or  surgery  in  this  Commonwealth, 
not  being  a  fellow  or  licentiate  of  this  Society  nor  a  Doctor  in  Medicine 
of  Harvard  University,  shall  be  deemed  by  the  fellows  of  this  Society 
an  irregular  practitioner."    Now  instances  may,  do,  and  will  occur,  in 
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which  it  is  impossible  not  to  violate  this  law.  A  gentleman  said  the  oth- 
er day,  that  physicians  of  regular  standing  from  abroad,  travellers  or 
temporary  residents,  did  not  come  under  the  contemplated  exclusion.  I 
do  not  agree  with  him  ;  here  is  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  to  that  you 
must  adhere.  If  Baron  Larrey  and  Samuel  Thomson  stood  on  this 
floor,  they  would,  in  the  eye  of  this  law,  be  irregular  practitioners,  and 
you  would  have  no  more  right  to  consult  with  one  than  with  the  other. 
Again,  I  must  refer  to  another  portion  of  my  defence,  and  it  embraces  a 
painful  duty,  but  one  which  I  must  perform  ;  I  cannot  avoid  it.  You 
may  recollect,  sir,  that  I  stated  before  the  Council,  that  I  could  not  con- 
sent to  leave  the  Society  without  good  company ;  if  1  am  to  be  made 
the  Azazel,  the  scape-goat  of  the  congregation,  you  must  send  a  respecta- 
ble flock  along  with  me.  I  must  revert,  then,  to  the  example  set  me. 
Sir,  it  is  not  long  since  I  saw  the  name  of  an  individual  whose  fame  has 
been  trumpeted  over  the  whole  country — before  you,  sir,  were  born — 
in  the  days  of  your  respected  and  venerated  father — the  name  of  Benja- 
min Waterhouse,  M.D.  M.  M.  S.  S.  and  twenty  other  S's,  attached  to 
a  recommendation  of  the  Thomsonian  system  of  medical  practice. 
This  comes  under  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  by-law.  I,  therefore,  im- 
peach Benjamin  Waterhouse,  M.D.  of  Cambridge,  a  Fellow  of  this  So- 
ciety, of  having  violated  this  by-law  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety. I  must  accompany  this  distinguished  and  honorable  gentleman 
with  some  others.  The  ninth  by-law  reads,  "  If  any  fellow  of  this  So- 
ciety shall  publicly  advertise  for  sale  any  medicine,  the  composition  of 
which  he  keeps  a  secret,  or  shall  in  like  manner  offer  to  cure  any  disease 
by  any  such  medicine,  he  shall  be  liable  to  expulsion  or  to  such  other 
penalty  as  the  Society  at  their  annual  meeting  may  think  proper  to  in- 
flict." I  am  constrained,  therefore,  to  put  forward  my  venerated  friend 
Dr.  ShurtlefT,  as  the  patron  of  a  nostrum  called  "  Pulmonary  Balsam," 
a  certificate  in  favor  of  which  appears  in  the  public  prints  with  his  name 
attached.  I  would  also  mention  Dr.  George  Willard,  of  Uxbridge,  as 
having  been  in  copartnership,  and  of  course  in  daily  and  hourly  com- 
munion, with  a  gentleman,  a  graduate  of  New  Haven,  but  not  a  member 
of  this  Society,  and  consequently  an  irregular  practitioner.  I  have  also 
received  a  note  which  asserts,  and  am  promised  evidence  to  prove,  that 
Dr.  A.  L.  Peirson,  of  Salem,  has  held  counsel  with  a  gentleman  at  Ips- 
wich, not  a  regular  practitioner.  To  the  foregoing  allow  me  to  append 
the  names  of  Dr.  John  Randall,  of  Boston,  who  has  consulted  with  Dr. 
Pronk,  an  irregular  practitioner,  three  times  ;  Dr.  John  Flint,  of  Boston, 
with  the  same,  three  times  ;  Dr.  Abraham  R.Thompson,  of  Charlestown, 
with  the  same,  three  times  ;  Dr.  William  Ingalls,  late  of  Boston,  now 
of  Princeton,  with  the  same,  ten  times  ;  Dr.  Stearns,  of  Sudbury,  with 
the  same,  once  ;  Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett,  of  Concord,  with  the  same,  once  ; 
Dr.  Robert  Thaxter,  of  Dorchester,  with  the  same,  six  times  ;  Dr.  J. 
B.  Stebbins,  of  South  Boston,  with  the  same,  six  times;  and  Dr.  Na- 
thaniel Miller,  of  Franklin,  Vice  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society,  with  the  same,  once. — Some  time  since  there  appeared  in  this 
city  a  person  named  Vanderburgh,  with  whom  several  of  the  faculty  have 
consulted.    I  expect  to  be  able  to  produce  evidence,  and  if  I  do  not,  other 
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gentlemen  will  for  me,  not  only  that  this  man  was  not  a  member  of  this 
Society,  but  also,  that  he  had  not  even  a  medical  degree.  I  have  nearly 
done.  I  ask  you  to  look  elsewhere  for  objects  equally  as  deserving  of 
censure  as  myself — to  "  pluck  the  beam  from  your  own  eye  before  you 
touch  the  mote  in  your  brother's  eye."  I  ask  nothing  of  favor,  but  all 
of  justice.  In  what  I  said  of  Williams,  I  spake  in  my  editorial  capacity, 
and  not  as  a  physician.     I  thank  the  Society  for  their  patient  attention. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Shurtleff,  of  Boston.    Mr.  President,  I  would  state — 

The  President.  Only  one  person  is  upon  trial  here,  and  he  of  course 
is  allowed  all  possible  latitude  in  his  defence.  No  other  member  can  be 
heard  ;  explanations  of  charges  made  by  him  can  have  no  place,  and  if 
once  entered  upon  there  will  be  no  end  to  them. 

Dr.  Shurtleff.  I  was  only  about  to  say,  sir,  that  I  never  saw  Dr. 
Bartlett  before  to-day,  and  that  I  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  "  Pulmonary  Balsam." 

Dr.  W.  Lewis,  of  Boston,  suggested  that  Dr.  Bartlett  might  allude  to 
Dr.  Samuel  A.  Shurtleff. 

Dr.  Bartlett  was  not  aware  of  there  being  two  gentlemen  of  the 
name.  He  referred  to  the  one  whose  signature  was  affixed  to  the  com- 
mendation of  the  nostrum  in  question. 

Dr.  Peirson,  of  Salem.  Mr.  President — ft  devolves  upon  me,  in  behalf 
of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Counsellors,  to  perform  an  extreme- 
ly unpleasant  task,  and  one  which  I  would  willingly  have  avoided.  It 
has  become  my  duty  to  support  the  charges  which  the  Council  have 
unanimously  affirmed  to  be  true — and  in  the  performance  of  that  duty  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  call  your  attention  to  the  defence  which  has  just 
been  made. 

Dr.  Bartlett  has  well  said,  that  the  integrity  of  our  Society  is  closely 
connected  with  the  decision  of  this  matter.  If  we  cannot  support  our 
laws,  let  us  disband — let  us  dissolve  our  union,  and  leave  our  profession- 
al relations  to  govern  and  regulate  themselves.  But  in  the  present  case 
the  difficulty  lies  not  in  supporting  our  laws  and  the  charges  which  have 
been  made  against  a  violation  of  them,  but  in  stripping  the  defence  you 
have  so  patiently  listened  to,  of  its  extraneous  and  irrelevant  matter.  If 
we  wish  to  get  a  clear  view  of  this  subject,  we  have  only  to  ask,  1st. 
Has  he  violated  the  law  ?  2d.  Is  it  an  aggravated  case  ?  We  have  then 
the  whole  matter  compressed  in  a  nut-shell.  It  will  not  be  necessary, 
sir,  for  me  to  follow  Dr.  Bartlett  through  his  long,  tedious,  and  I  must 
say,  offensive  appeal.  I  shall  only  attempt  to  show  that  a  large  part  of 
what  he  has  uttered  is  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  matter  in  hand.  And 
first,  of  Williams's  success ;  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it — it  does  not 
concern  us.  I  do  not,  however,  believe  that  his  success  has  been  truly 
represented.  The  Committee  have  facts  touching  the  point,  but  they 
do  not  consider  them  relevant ;  they  abstain,  therefore,  from  introducing 
them — but  they  are  in  possession  of  facts  which  go  to  prove  that  this  man 
has  filched  money  from  the  poor,  as  well  as  the  rich,  under  equally  false 
pretences.  Second,  as  to  the  alleged  legality  of  his  conduct.  The 
gentleman  has  altogether  misapprehended  the  matter :  the  clause  upon 
which  he  founds  his  argument  is  not  in  our  books  :  there  is  no  such  arti- 
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cle  in  our  by-laws,  and  it  does  not  relate  in  the  least  to  our  affairs.  It  is 
an  extract  from  Perciva!,  or  Gregory,  or  some  writer  on  medical  ethics, 
who  furnishes  many  admirable  precepts,  and  some  which  the  gentleman 
would  find  to  be  excellent  rules  for  his  own  conduct  ;  but  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it.  It  is  a  part  of  the  Boston  Code  of  Medical  Police," 
and  has  no  relation  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  And  so  also 
of  what  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the  Boston  Medical  Association. 
We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  that  body — they  are  not  ours. 
It  is  a  private  association,  governed  by  its  own  rules,  and  so  long  as  those 
rules  do  not  conflict  with  the  laws  of  this  Society,  we  can  have  no  con- 
trol over  them.  The  third  point  urged  by  the  defendant  I  sincerely  re- 
gret, for  I  fear  it  must  have  produced  some  unpleasant  feeling  against 
him.  1  allude  to  his  attempted  excuse  for  himself  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
ample. The  example  of  others  does  not  affect  him.  If  others  err, 
they  should  be  punished — if  others  violate  the  laws,  they  should  suffer 
the  penalty,  but  this  does  not  palliate  his  offence.  Another  man,  Syl- 
vester Graham,  has  been  brought  forward.  Now,  sir,  it  is  generally 
known  that  the  medical  profession  have  repudiated  him  as  soon  as  they 
have  discovered  his  true  character.  He  cannot  be  got  rid  of  at  once ; 
he  is  a  leech,  and  when  he  has  fastened  himself  on  any  one,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  shake  him  off.  I  believe,  sir,  that  he  has  in  this  way,  by 
his  pertinacity,  obtained  those  certificates  which  he  occasionally  publishes 
— they  are  given  him  because  ths  individuals  beset  by  him,  see  no  oth- 
er possible  way  of  relieving  themselves.  The  quotations  which  have 
been  read,  seem  to  me  to  be  exaggerated — they  are  from  a  book  called 
Advice  to  Young  Men,"  if  I  mistake  not — be  that  as  it  may,  they  are 
nothing  to  us.  Because  he  chooses  to  lecture  on  physiology  and  charges 
fifty  cents,  are  we  to  consider  him  as  practising  medicine  ?  Certainly 
not.  In  this  connection  comes  one  other  point,  and  one  which  I  confess 
..touches  me — the  age  of  the  gentleman.  It  is  desirable  that  we  who  are 
-.-m  id- way  upon  the  path  of  life  should  encourage  those  who  follow  in  our 
^footsteps — that  we  should  say  to  them,  Come  on  !  God  speed  ye  !  There 
is  no  fear  of  jealousy  or  rivalry,  there  need  be  none.  They  are  to  fill 
our  places,  and  it  cheers  us  to  think  that  they  may  perchance  fill  them, 
and  fulfil  their  duties,  in  an  abler  and  better  manner  than  we.  How 
unpleasant  then,  is  the  necessity  for  administering  censure  and  reproof — 
for  saying  to  a  young  man,  you  have  done  wrong — you  have  erred — you 
have  violated  your  solemn  pledge,  and  you  must  abide  the  consequences. 
You  must  regard  such  a  one,  not  with  anger,  but  with  pity.  He  is  like 
a  man,  who,  admitted  into  a  beautiful  edifice,  begins  at  once  to  deface 
and  to  defile  it.  Without  going  farther,  sir,  1  think  his  age  does  not  ex- 
culpate him.  With  regard  to  Dr.  Kearney,  he  is  not  generally  known  out 
of  the  city,  and,  therefore,  his  name  was  not  introduced  in  the  report  to 
the  Council.  If  he  is,  as  has  been  stated,  an  educated  man,  he  surely 
will  not  be  ashamed  to  show  his  credentials.  In  foreign  cities  there  are 
persons  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  into  the  business  of  every  one  who 
arrives — to  ascertain  his  occupation,  his  object,  how  long  he  proposes  to 
remain,  and  his  future  destination.  If  Dr.  Kearney  has  the  credentials 
he  is  asserted  to  have,  why  not  exhibit  them  ?    Why  not  have  his  pass- 
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port  endorsed  by  the  proper  authority,  the  Censors  of  this  Society  ?  It 
can  certainly  do  him  no  harm  to  be  legalized  in  his  profession,  and  if  hon- 
est in  purpose  he  would  assuredly  seek  it.  There  are  cases,  indeed, 
where  error  may  arise  from  ignorance  of  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued. 
Such  an  one  was  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Bartlett,  in  which  my  name  was  in- 
cluded. A  gentleman  is  called  some  distance  to  meet  a  physician  not  in 
regular  standing  ;  he  finds  him  disposed  to  rectify  his  position  if  possible,^ 
and  upon  a  pledge  given  that  he  will,  as  soon  as  may  be,  present  himself 
to  the  board  of  Censors  of  bis  District  for  a  license,  he  consents  to  con- 
sult with  him  at  that  time.  Such  cases  are  not  uncommon,  and  are  fre- 
quently brought  before  the  District  Society  at  the  succeeding  meeting,, 
and  in  every  instance  the  pledge  has  been  fulfilled.  The  very  case  in 
which  I  am  interested  is  now  pending — the  gentleman's  name  is  now  up- 
on nomination.  If  this  course  be  wrong,  if  it  be  a  violation  of  the  law, 
let  it  be  punished.  The  gentleman  does  not,  however,  put  his  justifica- 
tion upon  this  ground — would  to  Cod  he  had.  I  will  not,  Mr.  President, 
go  through  the  remainder  of  his  defence,  consisting  of  attacks  upon  dif- 
ferent gentlemen,  which,  at  this  time,  it  is  not  my  duty  nor  my  privilege 
to  refute.  I  must  proceed,  therefore,  to  the  performance  of  the  task 
(an  unpleasant  and  ungrateful  one  I  acknowledge  it  to  be)  assigned  me,, 
and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  and  resolution. 

"Whereas  Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett,  of  Boston,  residing  at  No.  11  Atkin- 
son Street,  in  a  paper  denominated  the  Boston  Pilot,  of  which  he  is  joint 
editor,  in  a  number  of  said  paper  issued  on  the  12th  of  March,  1836,. 
did  recommend  to  public  confidence  and  patronage,  by  an  elaborate  com- 
munication, under  his  own  signature,  an  irregular  practitioner  by  the  name 
of  Williams — thereby  violating  the  8th  By-law  of  the  Society,  which 
declares  '  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  fellow  of  this  Society  in  his  pro- 
fessional capacity,  to  advise  or  consult  with  any  sxich  irregular  practition- 
er, or  in  any  way  to  abet  or  assist  him  as  a  practitioner  of  medicine  or 
surgery ;'  and  whereas  the  said  Bartlett  has  been  in  the  habit  of  frequent- 
ly consulting  with  another  person,  who  is  not  a  regular  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, according  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  and  this  Society, — the 
said  Dr.  Bartlett,  on  several  public  occasions  openly  avowing  these  acts 
and  professing  his  determination  to  persevere  in  the  commission  of  the 
same,  in  defiance  of  his  promise  of  obedience  to  the  By-laws  of  this  So- 
ciety, and  in  violation  of  those  principles  and  feelings  which  should  be 
presumed  to  govern  the  conduct  of  every  physician  who  regards  the 
true  honor  and  dignity  of  the  profession  ; — and  whereas  the  present  in- 
stance being  one  of  shameful  publicity,  and  one  of  those  aggravated  cases 
for  which  the  law  provides  the  penalty  of  expulsion — and  the  said  Dr. 
Bartlett  having  bad  an  opportunity  given  him  to  lay  before  the  Society  a 
refutation  of  the  charges,  or  a  defence  of  his  conduct  in  the  premises, — 
therefore  voted,  that  Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett,  of  Boston,  be  expelled  from 
this  Society,  and  his  name  erased  from  the  list  of  its  fellows. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  I  would  first  commence,  Mr.  President,  with  re- 
marking that  I  sympathize  most  sincerely  in  the  pain  which  the  gentle- 
man says  has  been  caused  him  by  this  matter.  I  have  defended  myself 
upon  the  ground  of  duty,  and  would  advise  the  gentleman  to  reserve  his 
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sympathy  for  others  who  will  probably  stand  more  in  need  of  it.  With 
regard  to  the  extract  from  Graham,  I  was  not  aware  that  it  came  from 
any  publication,  but  took  it  to  be  a  portion  of  his  private  lectures  to  la- 
dies. As  to  coming  forward  and  retracting  what  I  have  said,  it  is  out  of 
the  question  ;  because  I  believe  it  to  be  the  truth  and  nothing  but  the 
truth.  But  I  will  apologize  to  the  Boston  Medical  Association,  or  to  this 
Society,  so  far  as  I  have  said  anything  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  indi- 
viduals. I  must  express  my  opinion,  however,  that  your  laws  are  behind 
the  age — they  did  very  well  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  but,  "  tempora 
mutantur  et  nos  mutamur  in  illis."  I  protest  too  against  the  omission  of 
gentlemen  who,  as  the  law  reads,  are  equally  culpable  with  myself.  Some 
of  them  are  my  personal  friends,  but  1  cannot  consent  to  have  the  burden 
laid  on  me  alone.  It  is  said  if  a  gentleman  is  going  to  join  the  Society, 
it  makes  an  essential  difference.  I  contend  that  it  does  not — there  is 
the  law  and  you  must  abide  by  it.  If  other  members  violate  the  rule 
and  excuse  themselves  in  this  way,  why  may  not  I  ?  How  do  I  know 
but  Dr.  Kearney  may  join  this  Society  ? — at  all  events,  if  lam  expelled 
from  this  Society,  it  will  not  be  for  mal-practice  ;  if  my  practice  before 
1  arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  as  the  gentleman  has  it — if  my  practice, 
I  say,  for  the  three  years  previous  to  my  attaining  the  legal  age  of  man, 
will  not  compare  with  the  gentleman's  from  Salem,  I  will  give  up.  The 
public  too  shall  hear  of  this  matter ;  I  will  appeal  to,  and  discuss  this 
subject  before  another  tribunal.  1  say  this  without  any  ill  feeling,  for  I 
do  not  bear  any.  But  1  do  most  solemnly  protest  once  more  against  be- 
ing made  the  *Azazel  of  this  Society.  At  all  events  I  have  one  conso- 
lation— I  have  done  as  I  would  be  done  by,  and  in  so  doing  I  look  to  a 
higher  authority  than  this  Society  for  assistance  and  support. 

Dr.  Peirson.  It  is  unnecessary  perhaps  to  answer  Dr.  Bartlett,  but  it 
does  seem  strange  to  me,  sir,  that  knowing  of  the  existence  of  these 
laws,  he  ever  joined  the  Society.  (Dr.  P.  then  read  the  8th  by-law.) 
Now,  sir,  I  am  willing  to  submit  my  conduct  to  the  judgment  of  this  So- 
ciety— let  us  all  do  it.  It  is  not  necessary  to  expel  any  man — the  pen- 
alty is  various — it  may  be  graduated  to  the  offence  :  the  minor  offence 
should  receive  the  minor  punishment,  and  the  aggravated  offence  should 
be  visited  with  the  severest  penalty  the  Society  has  the  power  to  in- 
flict. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  Perhaps,  sir,  the  Society  may  wish  me  to  with- 
draw :  if  wished,  I  will  do  so. 

The  F  resident.  As  you  please,  sir. 


*"  Rut  he  his  wonted  pride 
Soon  recollecting,  with  high  words,  that  bore 
Semblance  of 'worth,  not  .substance,  gently  rais'd 
Their  fainting  courage,  and  dispelled  their  fears. 
Then  strait  commands  that  at  the  warlike  sound 
Of  trumpets  loud  and  clarions  be  upreared 
His  mighty  standard  ;  that  proud  honor  claimed 
Azazel  as  his  right,  a  cherub  tall  : 
Who  forthwith  from  the  glittering  staff  unfurled 
The  Imperial  ensign,  which  full  high  advanced, 
Shone  like  a  meteor  streaming  to  the  wind, 
With  gems  and  golden  lustre  rich  emblazed, 
Seraphic  arms  and  trophies  :  all  the  whil$ 
Sonoroui  mttal  blowing  martial  soundt.1 
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Dr.  Bartlett  then  withdrew,  and  the  Society  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  report  and  accompanying  resolution. 

Dr.  Peirson  requested  that  as  there  were  other  gentlemen  of  the 
same  name  in  the  Society,  Dr.  Bartlett's  residence,  No.  11  Atkinson 
Street,  might  be  inserted  in  the  report. 

Dr.  E.  Hale,  of  Boston,  suggested  a  modification  of  the  clause  re- 
ferring to  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  :  the  only  law  which  made  any 
distinction  between  regular  and  irregular  practitioners,  viz.  that  exclud- 
ing the  latter  from  the  privilege  of  recovering  their  fees  by  legal  process, 
had  recently  been  repealed. 

Dr.  Peirson  remarked  that  as  the  Society  derived  its  charter  from 
the  Commonwealth,  and  was  thus  constituted,  as  it  were,  the  guardian  of 
medical  education,  the  allusion  seemed  sufficiently  appropriate. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint,  of  Boston,  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  clause  of 
the  resolution.  He  considered  the  first  charge  a  sufficiently  scandalous 
and  gross  violation  to  deserve  the  full  penalty  which  the  Society  could 
inflict.  With  regard  to  that  relating  to  Dr.  Kearney,  the  respondent 
having  asserted  that  he  is  an  educated  and  accredited  physician,  we  must 
consider  in  justice  that  he  is  so,  until  the  contrary  be  proved.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  has  himself  confessed  that  although  breach- 
es of  the  8th  by-law  have  occurred,  they  were  justified  by  circumstances, 
and  I  concur  with  him.  Now  Dr.  Bartlett  has  suggested  a  fact  which 
goes  some  way  to  demonstrate  the  propriety  of  omitting  this  part  of  the 
charge,  viz.  that  Dr.  Kearney  is  a  catholic  brother,  and  the  only  one 
among  us  :  that  cases  happen  in  w7hich  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  the 
physician  should  be  of  the  same  creed  with  the  patient,  and  if  counsel 
be  required,  that  it  should  come  from  a  source  in  accordance  with  the 
feelings  of  the  person  seeking  it.  He  thought,  then,  that  the  second 
clause  should  not  appear  as  part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  premises. 

Dr.  Flint's  motion  was  seconded. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Shattuck  would  be  very  sorry  to  see  any  part  of  the 
charge  weakened :  we  should  use  all  the  materials  at  hand  to  strengthen 
and  support  it.  We  all  know  that  the  defendant  has  treated  this  Socie- 
ty with  great  contempt  and  ridicule  from  first  to  last,  and  to  prove  this 
we  need  nothing  better  than  his  own  defence.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  no  subtraction  would  be  made  from  the  charges  reported  by  he 
Committee. 

The  motion  was  put  and  negatived. 

Dr.  W.  Lewis,  Jr.  of  Boston.  As  I  intend,  Mr.  President,  in  my 
present  state  of  mind,  to  offer  charges  against  certain  gentlemen,  I  would 
propose  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  "  expelled" 
and  inserting  "reprimanded  by  the  Council  and  suspended  for  one 
year."    1  would  propose  this  as  a  test  of  the  opinion  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Peirson  was  perfectly  willing  that  if  any  other  punishment  short 
of  expulsion  was  suited  to  the  case,  it  should  be  applied.  He  did  not 
think  there  was. 

Dr.  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  of  Boston,  had  felt  a  sympathy  for  the  young 
gentleman  from  the  commencement.  The  other  day  when  he  appeared 
before  the  Council  and  stated  that  he  would  make  any  concession  short 
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of  retracting  what  be  had  said,  and  seemed  so  respectful,  and  conducted 
with  so  much  propriety,  my  feelings,  sir,  were  enlisted  in  his  favor.  It 
does  seem  to  me,  sir,  as  if  the  weight  of  a  mountain  were  about  to  be 
rolled  upon  a  poor  feeble  insect  to  crush  him.  I  acknowledge  that  he  has 
done  a  grievous  wrong,  but  do  not  drive  him  at  once  from  your  doors : 
possibly  he  may  be  saved  :  possibly,  if  he  be  dealt  with  leniently,  it 
may  check  him  in  his  sad  career,  and  be  the  means  of  his  salvation. 
But  if  you  expel  him,  you  entirely  ruin  him  ;  you  leave  him  no  motive 
for  exertion  ;  and  perhaps  you  send  a  parent,  who  is  as  respectable  as 
any  man  in  this  community,  to  a  premature  grave.  You  may  yourselves 
have  sons  in  the  same  situation  : — pause,  then,  I  beseech  yon,  before  you 
bring  the  terrible  power  of  this  great  Society  to  act  upon  him.  I  hope, 
sir,  he  will  be  suspended  for  one  year. 

Dr.  W.  Strong  had  been  sorry,  from  the  outset  of  this  matter,  that  it 
had  ever  been  touched.  But  what  has  been  done  cannot  be  recalled, 
and  we  have  nothing  left  but  to  perform  our  duty.  We  are  left  no  other 
course,  and  we  should  pursue  no  other.  Every  chance  for  palliation, 
every  opportunity  for  mercy,  is  cut  off.  The  member  upon  whose  con- 
duct we  are  in  judgment,  has  prevented  us  by  his  language  and  manner 
from  doing  anything  short  of  what  is  proposed  in  that  report.  He  has 
not  left  one  door  open  where  we  can  allow  of  his  escape  ;  he  has  said 
boldly  that  he  fears  us  not ;  that  to  him  the  decision  of  the  question 
is  of  no  consequence.  And  I  verily  believe  that  he  has  urged  on  this 
very  matter  with  the  hope,  and  in  the  belief,  that  it  will  be  of  service  to 
him.  That  is  not  for  our  consideration.  I  would  do  nothing  in  anger, 
nothing  in  revenge  ;  but  if  we  cannot  support  our  laws,  we  may  as  well 
disband  ;  our  charter  is  a  nullity,  and  our  rules  are  of  no  worth.  I  see 
no  loop-hole,  therefore,  by  which  we  can  get  out  of  this  position.  I 
have  this  very  day  tried  to  persuade  the  member  who  has  just  now  left 
us,  to  say  one  word,  to  make  the  simplest  acknowledgment  of  his  error, 
but  in  vain  :  he  will  not  do  it,  he  will  not  admit  himself  to  have  erred, 
and  he  despises  and  laughs  to  scorn  all  that  this  Society  may  do.  I  am 
sorry  that  it  is  so — I  regret  that  this  case  is  before  us,  but  I  shall  not 
flinch  from  my  duty,  but  shall  give  my  vote  in  the  affirmative  to  the 
whole  of  that  report. 

The  question  upon  Dr.  Lewis's  amendment  was  then  put  and  decided 
in  the  negative  by  a  vote  of  73  to  23. 

The  President  then  put  the  main  question,  viz.  the  adoption  of  the 
report.  He  declared  it  to  be  decided  in  the  affirmative,  but  the  result 
was  doubted  and  a  count  called  for. 

It  was  asked  by  a  member  whether  the  by-law  requiring  the  assent  of 
two  thirds  of  the  fellows  present  for  expulsion,  meant  two  thirds  of  those 
present  and  voting. 

Some  discussion  followed,  and  a  general  count  of  the  members  was 
■ordered — strangers  being  desired  to  withdraw.  A  gentleman  suggested 
that  delicacy  might  deter  some  members  from  expressing  an  opinion, 
.as  they  were  themselves  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  laws. 

The  President  remarked  that  the  charges  were  nothing  till  proved. 

Dr.  James  Jackson,  of  Boston,  observed  that  some  fellows  had  ex- 
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cused  themselves  from  voting,  because  they  did  not  approve  of  all  the 
charges,  while  at  the  same  time  they  did  approve  of  part,  and  thought 
them  sufficient  to  merit  expulsion.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  consider  it  neces- 
sary that  all  the  charges  should  be  assented  to,  in  older  to  render  an  af- 
firmative proper — if  one  of  them  is  believed  to  be  substantiated,  that  is 
quite  enough. 

Dr.  Wm.  J.  Walker,  of  Charlestown,  would  have  been  pleased  if  the 
young  man  had  given  the  Society  any  reason  for  inflicting  a  light  punish- 
ment :  he  should  be  sorry  to  give  pain  to  his  friends  and  family.  He  be- 
lieved that  he  was  seeking,  and  anxious  for,  this  very  thing  ;  that  he 
wanted  to  have  sentence  of  expulsion  passed  upon  him  ;  that  he  imagin- 
ed it  would  give  him  notoriety  ;  would  make  him  a  point  for  the  public 
eye  to  rest  upon  ;  that  he  would  be  glad  of  it,  and  rejoice  in  an  oppor- 
tunity for  attacking  the  Society  and  the  profession.  He  would  be  will- 
ing, therefore,  to  have  the  penalty  something  short  of  immediate  expul- 
sion. 

Dr.  Whittemore,  of  Brighton,  thought  that  suspension  and  reprimand 
would  be  the  better  course. 

The  Vice  President,  Dr.  Miller,  of  Franklin,  felt  exceedingly  sorry  at 
the  introduction  of  this  subject.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  pub- 
lication read  from  the  Pilot  was  outrageous,  and  abundantly  sufficient  to 
justify  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law ;  there  could  be  as  little  doubt 
that  Williams  was  an  empiric  of  the  first  order.  Upon  the  whole,  how- 
ever, considering  the  youth  of  the  member  accused,  and  the  circumstan- 
ces, he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Society  should  let  him  off  as  easily  as 
possible. 

Dr.  Mackie,  of  New  Bedford,  looked  upon  the  matter  as  one  of  much 
importance.  We  are  here,  sir,  as  an  incorporated  body  constituted  by 
the  authority  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  decide  upon  the  question,  wheth- 
er a  man  is,  or  is  not,  a  regular  practitioner  of  medicine.  It  should  be 
sufficient  for  the  public  if  we  say  he  is  not :  and  the  question  now,  is 
whether  it  should  be  left  to  individuals,  or  whether  we,  as  a  Society, 
should  say  this.  I  believe  we  should.  I  believe  that  no  one  should  go 
free  because  others  have  erred  also ;  if  they  have,  let  them  be  charged, 
but  let  us  at  all  events  maintain  the  dignity  and  honor  of  this  Society. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint  rose  to  order.  He  wished  to  ask  if  any  discussion 
was  in  order  after  the  question  was  put  and  the  vote  ascertained. 

Dr.  Strong  presumed  that  members  were  not  aware  of  the  by-law 
requiring  two  thirds :  he  moved  a  new  vote :  the  President  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  order  it. 

The  President  hoped  the  Society  would  bear  in  mind  that  it  had  at 
stake,  and  was  now  called  upon  to  maintain,  that  high  reputation  which 
had  been  constantly  increasing  for  the  past  thirty  years.  Members 
should  not  retire,  but  every  one  should  come  boldly  forward  and  vote 
upon  this  question,  whether  he  believes  the  accused  innocent  or  the  re- 
verse. He  trusted  no  one  would  shrink,  and  he  hesitated  not  to  say 
that  those  who  sought  to  avoid  recording  their  testimony  in  this  case, 
merited  the  indignation  and  contempt  of  all  honorable  men.  No  person 
not  of  the  Society  was  now  present,  and  he  looked  upon  it  as  the  solemn 
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duty  of  every  member  to  vote  on  one  side  or  the  other.  The  question 
was  again  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  vote  of  100  ayes  to 
22  nays,  four  members  not  voting. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JUNE    8,    1  8  3  6. 


TRIAL  AND  EXPULSION  OF  DR.  BARTLETT. 

As  the  trial  of  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  occu- 
pies the  whole  of  the  Journal,  the  present  week,  we  should  feel  bound  to 
apologize  to  our  readers  for  covering  the  whole  ground  with  one  single 
article,  were  it  not  of  a  very  important  and  interesting  character — per- 
haps without  a  parallel  in  this  country.  The  fidelity  of  the  reporter  lays 
us  under  a  peculiar  obligation.  The  impeachment  of  the  same  individual, 
before  the  Boston  Medical  Association  (of  which  we  have  a  full  report), 
and  the  remarks  we  have  to  make  upon  this  subject,  will  be  given  in 
a  future  number. 

Various  papers  have  been  received  from  correspondents,  which  will 
have  early  atttention. 

Died — At  Cheraw,  S.  C.  Chandler  Robbins,  M.D.  a  highly  respecta- 
ble physician  of  this  city.  He  was  many  years  since  an  assistant  editor,  and  sub- 
sequently editor,  of  this  Journal.  Dr.  Robbins  possessed  a  c  ultivated  mind,  and 
exerted  himself  to  promote  human  happiness.  We  deeply  sympathize  with  his 
afflicted  family.  A  biographical  sketch  of  his  character  will  hereafter  be  found 
in  the  Journal. 

In  Dinwiddie  Co.  Va.  Dr.  William  Cutler,  aged  71. — In  China,  Me.  Dr.  John 
Hall,  formerly  of  Warren,  N.  H.  aged  82. 


Whole  number  of  death  e  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  June  4,  21.    Males,  11 — Females,  10- 

Of  consumption,  6— child-bed,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— old  age,  1 — quinsey,  1— teething,  2— 
infantile,  5 — abscess,  1 — accidental,  1 — apolexy,  1. 


LECTURES  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 

Dr.  John  Jeffries  will  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  Eye,  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Eye  Infirmary,  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  of  each  week,  at  a  quarter  past  three  o'clock  ; 
to  commence  on  Tuesday  the  14lh  day  of  June.  Application  may  be  made  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Infirmary  during  the  attendance  of  the  Surgeon3,or  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Jeffries,  No.  9  Franklin 
Btreet. 

June  1,  1836.  3t— June  8 


AN  EXCELLENT  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN. 

A  physician,  situated  in  a  pleasantly  located  town,  ten  miles  north  of  Boston,  being  about  to  leave 
the  country,  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  stand  and  business.  His  stand  consists  of  a  convenient  house, 
barn,  &c.  with  seventeen  acres  of  land.  His  business  is  extensive,  and  affords  an  excellent  chance 
for  a  practitioner  of  experience.  Applications  to  be  made  to  the  editor  of  this  Journal  (if  by  letter, 
post-paid),  who  will  furnish  the  address  of  the  advertiser.  If  the  estate  and  business  together  should 
be  an  objection  to  the  purchaser,  they  would  be  disposed  of  separately,  to  suit  his  convenience.  Ap- 
plications are  requested  to  be  made  immediately,  as  the  advertiser  wishes  to  leave  the  place  by  Au- 
gust next. 

May  18,  183G.  eptf. 
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BOSTON  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

[In  the  Journal  of  May  18th,  we  gave  a  report  of  the  proceedings  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  this  Association,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  one  of 
its  delinquent  members.  We  are  enabled  to  offer  our  readers,  to-day, 
the  sequel  of  the  matter  then  agitated.] 

Boston,  May  21th. — Special  meeting  of  the  Association,  at  the  Medi- 
cal College,  Mason  Street.  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow  in  the  chair.  The  Secre- 
tary (Dr.  Storer)  read  the  record  of  doings  at  the  annual  meeting, 
concluding  with  the  vote  referring  the  charges  against  John  S.  Bartlett, 
M.D.  to  the  Standing  Committee.  Also  the  proceedings  of  that  Com- 
mittee at  a  meeting  held  May  18th,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  George  Hay  ward, 
at  which  Dr.  Ware  was  appointed  a  sub-committee  to  communicate  with 
Dr.  Bartlett,  and  a  resolution,  providing  that  if  Dr.  Bartlett  did  not  make 
a  proper  apology,  on,  or  before  the  present  meeting  of  the  Association, 
he  be  expelled. 

The  Chairman  called  for  the  report  of  the  sub-committee  of  the 
Standing  Committee. 

Dr.  Geo.  Hayward  remarked,  that  as  the  sub-committee  (Dr.  Ware) 
was  not  present,  he  would,  to  save  trouble,  call  the  attention  of  the 
meeting  to  the  21st  by-law,  which  provides  that  the  Association  shall  be 
composed  of  medical  graduates  of  Harvard  University,  or  Fellows  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  Now  as  Dr.  Bartlett  had  been  expelled 
from  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  might  not  the  Association  sim- 
ply vote  that  his  connection  be  dissolved,  without  going  through  what 
would  prove  to  be  a  more  tedious  and  formal  process — expulsion. 

Dr.  Lewis  did  not  consider  the  course  advised,  to  be  applicable  to 
Dr.  Bartlett,  who  is  a  medical  graduate  of  Harvard  University,  although 
expelled  from  the  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Hayward  was  well  aware  of  that  fact ;  he  did  not  intend  to 
make  a  motion,  but  merely  a  suggestion,  in  order  to  save  the  Association 
from  going;  over  the  whole  ground. 

Dr.  Ware  (who  entered  the  room  during  the  discussion),  now  stated 
that,  in  conformity  with  the  vote  of  the  Standing  Committee,  he  made  a 
written  communication  to  Dr.  Bartlett,  and  also  had  a  personal  interview 
with  him  ;  that  the  matter  was  fully  discussed  between  them,  but  that 
Dr.  B.  manifested  no  disposition  to  meet  the  wishes,  or  to  accede  to  the 
proposals,  of  the  Committee. 

Dr.  C.  Walker  inquired  whether  the  Association  had  the  power  to 
expel  a  member. 

19 


294  Boston  Medical  Association. 

The  Chairman  observed  that  there  was  no  provision  to  that  effect  in 
the  by-laws,  but  that  in  former  cases  the  Association  had  acted  to  impose 
penalties  upon  individuals  who  were  considered  to  have  transgressed  the 
rules,  and,  of  course,  was  undoubtedly  competent  to  inflict  the  more  ex- 
treme penalty  of  expulsion. 

Dr.  Osgood  thought  that  as  Dr.  Bartlett  was  present,  it  would  be 
proper  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  offer  any  remarks  he  might  have  to 
make,  before  the  Association  proceeded  to  act  upon  the  report. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  I  have  been  detained  by  professional  business 
in  the  vicinity,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  have  but  just  entered  the  room.  May 
I  request  the  favor  of  hearing  the  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the 
Committee. 

Dr.  Storer  (the  Secretary)  again  read  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
Standing  Committee. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  As  the  report  has  not  been  acted  upon,  may  I 
be  indulged,  sir,  with  the  privilege  of  introducing  a  friend  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reporting  my  remarks.  The  gentleman  I  allude  to  is  on  my  left, 
and  being  a  medical  student  far  advanced  in  his  studies,  is  therefore  per- 
fectly competent  to  perform  the  service.  If  any  other  gentleman  present 
who  is  a  stenographer,  will  also  be  good  enough  to  take  notes  and  furnish 
me  with  a  copy,  I  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  him. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint  moved  that  the  request  be  granted. 

Dr.  Ware  asked  if  Dr.  Bartlett  meant  the  whole  discussion,  or  only 
his  own  remarks. 

Dr.  Bartlett  assured  the  Association  that  the  gentleman  would  con- 
fine himself  strictly  to  what  he  should  utter. 
The  request  was  granted. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  I  would  commence,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  express- 
ing my  sincere  feelings  of  obligation  to  the  Association  generally,  and  in  an 
especial  manner  to  the  gentleman  deputed  by  the  Standing  Committee, 
for  the  very  courteous  manner  of  performing  his  duty,  and  for  the  ex- 
tremely kind  and  frank  demeanor  manifested  towards  me  in  the  private 
personal  interview.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  professional  and  other  en- 
gagements, I  am  necessarily  obliged  to  offer  a  wholly  extemporaneous 
defence.  I  stated  in  conversation  with  the  Committee,  that  I  was  very 
ready,  as  1  am  now,  to  make  any  apology  consistent  with  the  honor  of  a 
gentleman  ;  and  if  I  said  aught  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  any  individu- 
al, I  was  ready  to  explain  or  retract  it.  At  the  annual  meeting  I  was 
not  aware  that  this  subject  was  to  be  brought  up,  having  received  nothing 
but  the  ordinary  printed  notice  :  you  may  well  suppose,  sir,  that  a  charge 
so  sudden  and  unexpected,  may  have  given  rise  to  some  excitement  of 
feeling :  if,  however,  as  I  said  before,  my  remarks  were  in  any  degree 
offensive,  I  am  willing  to  make  any  apology  consistent  with  the  honor  of 
a  gentleman.  But  as  to  retracting  the  main  principle,  I  cannot ;  and  I 
shall  look  upon  it  as  a  duty,  while  I  am  a  member  of  this  Association, 
which  will  be  probably  only  for  a  very  few  minutes,  to  defend  myself.  I 
owe  this  duty  to  myself,  to  my  friends,  and  to  my  own  conscience. 
Through  a  situation  which  I  hold,  and  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar 
relation  in  which  I  stand  to  the  public,  my  name  has  become  extensively 
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known,  not  only  in  this  city,  sir,  but  throughout  the  United  States ;  and 
not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  foreign  countries.  I  had  a  letter 
from  abroad  the  other  day,  sir,  accompanied  by  a  newspaper  which  spoke 
in  very  complimentary  terms  of  my  services.  Now,  sir,  if  1  am  expel- 
led, what  are  my  friends  to  think  ?  If  it  goes  abroad,  as  most  assuredly  it 
will,  that  I  have  been  cast  out  of  this  Association,  and  out  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society,  what  are  they  to  make  of  all  this  ?  I  am  under  the  abso- 
lute necessity,  then,  of  showing  that  I  am  not  alone  in  this  business.  I 
am  also  under  the  painful  necessity  of  showing  that  others  have  violated 
the  rules  as  well  as  I.  In  making  these  charges,  I  disclaim,  before  God, 
all  vindictive  or  ill  feeling — for  I  am  influenced  by  none.  I  cannot,  howev- 
er, afford  to  have  my  name  bruited  abroad  in  so  odious  a  light,  while 
others  go  unscathed. 

I  shall  commence,  sir,  with  the  following  article,  which  appeared  in 
the  Morning  Post  of  May  27th.  And  here  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood, that  I  disclaim  the  authorship  of  the  article  in  question, 
and  not  only  this,  but  I  also  disclaim  all  knowledge  of  the  author :  I  do 
not  know  who  wrote  it — the  facts  I  do  know,  but  beyond  this  I  have  no 
knowledge  upon  the  subject.  The  article  is  as  follows.  [Dr.  Bartlett 
commenced  reading  an  article  entitled  "  Surgery  by  Deputy,"  for  which 
wre  refer  our  readers  to  the  paper  in  which  it  appeared.  We  have  no 
wish  to  transfer  it  to  our  pages.] 

Dr.  Odin  wished  to  interrupt  the  gentleman  one  moment,  and  call 
the  attention  of  the  Association  to  Art.  vii.  of  the  By-laws.  "  If  any 
member  becomes  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of  another  member,  which 
he  considers  as  a  breach  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Association, 
it  shall  be  his  duty  to  make  the  same  known  to  the  Standing  Committee, 
who  shall  inquire  into  the  case  and  decide  upon  the  same,  as  they  may 
think  pro  per.' ' 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  Very  well — how  am  I  to  proceed  ?  I  have 
half  a  dozen,  twelve,  or  fifteen  cases  to  bring  forward,  of  gross  violation 
of  the  rules  by  men  of  high  rank  in  the  profession,  and  I  am  stopped  by 
this  law  :  in  fifteen  minutes  I  shall  cease  to  be  a  member,  and  I  may  not 
find  another  man  who  will  dare  to  impeach  these  gentlemen.  I  appeal  to 
the  justice  of  the  Association  whether  I  may  be  publicly  impeached  and 
expelled,  and  others,  equally  culpable,  go  free.  I  ask  nothing  but  justice. 
I  wish  you  to  hear  and  note  these  charges  which  I  am  prepared  to  sub- 
stantiate. 

Dr.  Ware  hoped  the  Association  would  not  avail  itself  of  this  by- 
law. It  will  be  recollected  that  charges  were  admitted  against  Dr.  Bart- 
lett without  being  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee,  and  we  certainly 
should  extend  to  him  the  same  privilege. 

The  Chair  considered  Dr  Bartlett  to  be  in  order.  He  produces 
these  charges  as  part  of  the  exculpatory  evidence  in  his  own  case,  and 
he  has  an  undoubted  right  to  offer  them  in  that  relation. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett.  I  feel  extremely  obliged  to  the  chairman  for 
his  decision.  This  matter  is  of  importance,  not  only  to  myself,  but  to 
the  profession  as  a  body,  and  as  this  article  was  infringed  the  other  day, 
as  has  just  been  stated,  the  precedent  is  sufficient  to  allow  of  its  being 
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waived  in  my  favor.  I  renew  my  thanks  to  the  Chair  and  the  Associa- 
tion, for  the  liberty  granted  me.  [Dr.  B.  then  proceeded  with  the  read- 
ing.] I  do  not  know,  as  I  said  before,  the  writer  of  this  article,  but  I  do 
kno  v  the  facts.  When  called  before  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
on  Wednesday,  I  said,  if  I  am  to  be  expelled,  it  must  be  in  good  com- 
pany :  I  cannot  go  alone.  If  for  stating  demonstrable  facts,  facts 
which  I  can  demonstrate  ;  if  for  acting  against  the  esprit  da  corps  I  am 
to  be  expelled,  you  must  send  others  with  me.  With  regard  to  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  I  am  about  to  mention,  I  am  not  urged  by  any  ill 
feeling  towards  him.  I  feel,  in  common  with  the  whole  profession,  the 
highest  respect  for  his  skill  and  attainments,  and  in  my  intercourse  with 
him  have  received  marked  and  courteous  attention  :  but  I  must  defend 
myself,  and  am  therefore  necessitated  to  impeach  John  Collins  Warren, 
Ex-President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  for  violating  the 
rules  of  this  Association,  and  for  unprofessional,  and,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  fraudulent  conduct.  I  must  also  bring  forward  another 
gentleman.  And  once  more,  I  say  before  God  and  man,  that  1  am  free 
from  all  vindictive  feeling.  The  Secretary  of  this  Association  will  doubt- 
less recollect  that  he  attacked  me,  the  other  day,  in  rather  unmeasured 
language,  at  least  if  the  reporter  was  correct.  He  was  prepared,  I  was 
not.  He  had  time  to  revolve  the  matter  in  his  own  mind,  while  I  was 
unguarded  and  unsuspecting. 

The  Secretary  interrupted  Dr.  Bartlett,  to  state  that  he  did  not 
come  prepared  to  accuse  him,  and  although  the  words  attributed  to  him 
by  the  reporter  were  not  his,  yet  they  were  perhaps  as  proper  and  ex- 
pressive as  any  that  could  be  found. 

Dr.  Bartlett.  I  am  called,  nevertheless,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  perform  a 
painful  duty.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of  a  trial,  Miles  Farmer  vs. 
D.  Humphreys  Storer,  in  which  Dr.  Storer  appears  to  have  acted,  and  I 
now  charge  him  with  having  acted,  in  an  unprofessional  manner.  I  there- 
fore request  this  Association  to  appoint  a  special  committee  to  consider 
these  charges.  1  also  wish  this  committee  to  regard  the  following  gentle- 
men: Dr.  Samuel  A.  ShurtlefFfor  having  attached  his  name  to  a  recom- 
mendation of  a  quack  medicine  called  Pulmonary  Balsam.  Dr.  Shurt- 
lefF  is  probably  well  known  as  having  given  the  authority  of  his  name  to 
this  nostrum,  and  thus  has  increased  its  circulation,  and  of  course  enhanc- 
ed its  sale.-  1  would  also  recommend  to  the  notice  of  the  Association, 
or  to  the  special  committee,  for  violation  of  the  same  ride,  the  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  for  prescribing  and 
using  empirical  medicines,  called  "  Swaim's  Panacea"  and  "Ward's 
Paste."  I  would  likewise  refer  to  their  notice  Dr.  John  Randall,  for 
having  consulted  twice  or  thrice  with  Dr.  Pronk,  thus  aiding  and  abetting  a 
person  not  a  member  of  this  Association  ;  also  William  lngalls,  M.D. 
a  member  of  this  Association,  I  believe,  unless  he  has  withdrawn, 
for  repeatedly  consulting  with  the  same;  Dr.  J.  B.  Stebbins,  of  South 
Boston,  and  Dr.  John  Flint,  are  also  liable  to  the  same  charge.  1  also 
expect  to  be  prepared  to  prove  that  Dr.  John  C.  Warren  met  in 
consultation  an  individual  who  never  had  a  medical  degree,  and  who 
gained  notoriety  and  patronage  in  precisely  the  same  way  Williams  did 


Boston  Medical  Association. 


297 


— by  appealing  to  the  religious  prejudices  of  the  community.  1  shall,  I 
trust,  be  enabled  to  present  others  of  high  rank.  An  important  witness 
is  now  absent  from  town,  but  I  anticipate  additional  evidence  before  the 
next  meeting.  In  the  mean  time,  L  hope  a  special  committee  will  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  those  already  mentioned.  I 
have  made  these  charges  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger :  if  in  any  in- 
stance cases  of  mal-practice  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  I  have  not 
given  them  circulation.  But  I  have  acted  in  self-defence:  if  I  am  to  be 
made  the  scape-goat  of  the  congregation,  if  I  am  to  have  the  Hebrew 
degree  of  Azazel  appended  to  my  name,  I  wil I  not  be  alone — for  the 
goat  is  a  gregarious  animal,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  am  prepared,  at  any 
time,  to  substantiate  the  facts  [  have  stated  with  regard  to  Williams. 
At  the  time  I  first  became  acquainted  with  him,  1  reprobated  most  de- 
cidedly his  manner  of  introducing  scriptural  allusions  and  quotations  from 
scripture,  into  a  newspaper  advertisement;  it  was  offensive,  to  say  the 
least,  and  almost  enough  to  neutralize  whatever  else  of  good  he  may 
have  done.  But  this  did  not  deter  me  from  stating  the  facts.  I  was  not 
a  little  amused,  the  other  day,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  hear  a  gentleman  (Dr. 
Fisher)  say,  that  Williams  persuaded  these  people  that  they  could  see 
— when  they  really  could  not.  Why,  sir,  if  a  man  could  persuade  me 
to  believe  that  1  had  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  my  pocket,  and  could 
bring  other  people  to  believe  it  too,  I  would  quite  as  lief  have  the  persua- 
sion as  the  cash.  Now  if  Williams  could  persuade  blind  people  that 
they  could  see  to  pick  up  a  pin,  or  count  the  letters  in  a  book,  as  Dr. 
F.  says,  he  must  have  had  marvellous  powers  of  persuasion.  I  do  not 
know,  sir,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  bring  another  class  of  cases  before 
this  meeting.  I  mean  cases  of  rnal-practice ;  cases  in  which  human  life 
is  involved.  I  will  allude  to  but  one  ;  and  as  the  gentleman  to  whom  it 
relates  is  not  present,  I  shall  not  mention  his  name.  Some  four  months 
since,  I  was  requested,  one  afternoon,  to  see  a  young  woman  who  was  said 
to  be  very  ill :  I  proceeded  to  the  house,  and  found  the  patient  in  bed  and 
apparently  in  great  distress  in  the  abdominal  region — complaining  of  great 
pain,  and  evidently  in  much  agony.  I  asked  what  had  been  done. 
They  replied  that  Dr.  A.  B.  had  been  there  and  directed  the  applica- 
tion of  a  blister,  and  that  she  should  take  a  tea-spoonful  of  cold  water 
every  half-hour.  "  Is  your  daughter  a  married  woman  ?"  said  I.  "  Oh 
yes,  Doctor,  she  is  married  to  John  Jarvis,  the  leader  of  the  band  at  the 
Caravan."  I  laid  my  hand  upon  the  abdomen,  and  then  said,  "  Well, 
ma'am,  if  you  will  be  good  enough  to  have  my  horse  and  chaise  taken 
to  the  stable,  I  will  wait  a  while."  I  accordingly  threw  off  my  coat,  and 
in  the  course  of  an  hour  we  had  a  fine  boy  !  Now,  sir,  I  would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  Boylston  Prize  Committee  to  propose,  for  a  subject, 
the  practice  of  vesication  in  parturition.  A  few  weeks  since  a  man  came 
to  my  office  with  a  large  scrotal  tumor;  I  reduced  the  hernia  very 
readily,  and  the  patient  then  stated  that  a  physician  had  proposed  to 
perform  the  operation  for  hydrocele.  He  now  wears  a  truss  and  gets 
along  very  comfortably.  I  might  mention  other  cases,  but  I  forbear.  I 
suggest  these  merely  to  show,  that  in  selecting  me  from  the  number  of 
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those  who  have  violated  the  rules,  for  what  reason  I  know  not,  you  have 
taken  the  wrong  subject. 

I  shall  now  go  on  to  prove  that  I  have  not  violated  the  rules.  "  The 
esprit  du  corps  "  says  your  code,  "  is  a  principle  of  action,  founded  in 
human  nature,  and,  when  duly  regulated,  is  both  rational  and  laudable." 
Now  I  agree,  as  far  as  any  man,  that  the  esprit  du  corps  is,  when  duly 
regulated,  both  rational  and  laudable.  I  respect  the  esprit  du  corps  as 
much  as  any  one :  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  profession,  I  may  say, 
from  boyhood  ;  but  I  cannot  see  the  esprit  du  corps  made  an  engine  of 
oppression.  I  must  also  differ  from  a  majority  of  this  Association  as  to 
its  utility.  The  fee  bill  is  certainly  a  matter  of  doubtful  value.  Why, 
sir,  were  I  to  receive  one  tenth  part  of  what  is  due  me  from  the  practice 
which  I — I  was  going  to  say,  enjoy — but  I  should  rather  say,  suffer — I 
should  be  the  wealthiest  man  in  this  community.  Your  sixth  article  is 
bad,  and  it  was  on  account  of  this  that  Dr.  Samuel  Danforth  objected  to 
the  organization  of  the  Association.  For  myself,  1  cannot  see  any 
reason  for  refusing  to  consult  with  a  man,  in  other  respects  worthy,  be- 
cause he  does  not  happen  to  be  a  member  of  this  Association.  "  Pal- 
mam  qui  meriut,  ferat" — if  a  man  does  good,  he  has  a  right  to  the  reward, 
whether  he  writes  M.D.  after  his  name  or  not.  If  I  had  anchylosis  of 
the  knee-joint,  and  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital  for  a  long  time  without  any  benefit,  and  comingont, 
went  to  Hewett  the  bone-setter,  and  he  cured  me,  would  not  he  have  the 
best  title  to  the  reward  ?  But  I  have  a  higher  duty  to  perform  than 
any  due  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  ;  a  duty  to  my  own  con- 
science. In  doing  this  duty,  I  have  stated  what  I  believe  to  be  true. 
If,  twenty  years  hence,  I  should  change  my  views,  and  should  believe 
my  course  to  be  erroneous  or  improper,  I  shall  readily  recant  what  I  have 
said,  and  shall  endeavor  to  warn  all  young  men  from  following  the  path 
which  I  have  taken. 

There  is  one  other  point  to  which  I  omitted  to  refer.  I  alluded  to  Dr. 
J.  C.  Warren,  the  other  day,  as  having,  by  his  encouragement  of  Sylves- 
ter Graham,  set  me  an  example  in  violating  the  by-laws  of  the  Society. 
I  was  not  aware,  at  that  time,  that  the  extracts  I  read  came  from  his 
"  Advice  to  Young  Men."  But  if  he  uses  such  language — which  a 
professional  man  could  hardly  talk  with  decency  to  an  old  midwife — if 
he  uses  such  language  to  youths  of  sixteen  or  seventeen,  what  would  he 
say  to  married  women  !  If  he  says  such  things  in  the  green  tree,  what 
must  he  say  in  the  dry  !  The  gentleman  who  corrected  my  error,  ex- 
pressed much  pain  at  the  very  painful  duty  he  was  compelled  to  perform, 
and  I  sympathized  sincerely  with  him  under  the  very  afflicting  dispensa- 
tion of  Providence  in  making  him  the  instrument  of  my  indictment. 
Now  if  I,  hardly  arrived  at  years  of  discretion,  as  he  has  it,  if  I,  a  youth 
of  twenty-four,  have  erred,  how  should  those  suffer  who  are  my  seniors 
in  age  and  wisdom  ?  Where  little  is  given,  little  is  expected.  If  I  am 
to  be  beaten  with  many  stripes,  what  is  to  be  done  to  Dr.  Warren  for  de- 
bauching the  minds  of  maids  and  married  women,  by  countenancing  one 
of  the  greatest  scoundrels  that  ever  disgraced  the  borders  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ?     In  conclusion,  sir,  I  thank  the  Association  for  the  indul- 
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gence  granted  me,  and  for  their  patient  attention.  The  facts  will  be  giv- 
en to  the  public,  they  belong  to  the  public,  and  upon  them  it  will  decide. 
I  hope  the  Association  will  do  a  great  deal  of  good  ;  and  if  I  should  here- 
after see  any  error  in  what  I  have  done,  be  assured  it  shall  be  confessed. 
If  such  is  the  wish  of  the  meeting,  I  will  withdraw. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint  hoped,  that  if  the  gentleman  supposed  that  his  ab- 
sence was  either  necessary  or  desirable,  he  would  remain.  He  felt  as- 
sured the  Association  did  not  wish  it. 

The  Chair  looked  upon  Dr.  Bartlett  upon  the  same  ground  as  any 
other  member  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Hale  asked  if  the  report  was  open  to  discussion.  If  so,  he  would 
move  to  amend  it  by  substituting  the  following  ;  Voted,  That  Dr.  John 
S.  Bartlett  having  been  expelled  by  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
has  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  this  Association.  He  did  this  in  order 
to  prevent  the  necessity  of  going  over  the  whole  ground.  It  surely  can- 
not improve  the  harmony  of  the  profession  to  be  continually  prying  into 
the  private  acts  of  its  members.  The  facts  in  the  case  are  the  same, 
precisely,  as  were  before  the  Medical  Society,  and  we  cannot  reverse  its 
decision.  An  expelled  member  is  an  irregular  practitioner,  and  we  have 
no  right  to  consult  with  Dr.  Bartlett  any  more  than  with  Williams.  By 
adopting  this  amendment,  we  do  not  pass  upon  the  pretensions  of  the 
former.  We  receive  the  decision  from  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, which  by  its  by-laws  declares  that  we  have  no  right  to  hold  coun- 
sel with  any  expelled  Fellow.  I  think  this  is  much  the  best  course,  es- 
pecially as  the  whole  turns  not  upon  the  truth  of  what  he  says.  With  re- 
gard to  that,  if  it  were  all  true,  without  considering  the  manner  in  which 
these  charges  have  been  made,  he  presents  no  one  reason  for  varying  the 
decision,  we  regarding  it  as  settled  by  the  Society,  and  as  not  coming  in 
cognizance  of  this  Association.  1  would,  therefore,  substitute  this  amend- 
ment, and  in  so  doing  the  point  I  wish  to  express  is,  that  we  do  not  pass 
upon  the  nmtter  ourselves  because  it  has  already  been  decided  by  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  which  has  paramount  authority.  I  wish 
also  to  cut  short  this  manner  of  inquiring  into  the  errors  of  individuals  ; 
we  have  all  made  mistakes.  I  do  not  happen  to  be  one  of  the  number 
Dr.  Bartlett  has  mentioned  ;  but  if  I  were,  it  would  make  no  difference. 
If  any  one  has  done  wrong,  or  committed  errors  in  matters  of  judgment, 
let  us  leave  him  to  his  own  conscience,  but  let  not  the  profession  be  kept 
in  a  state  of  constant  excitement.  Unless  a  man  goes  to  the  bed-side, 
he  cannot  inquire  into  the  motives  or  the  course  of  a  brother  practition- 
er in  the  treatment  of  a  particular  case,  and  it  is  this,  therefore,  which  I 
deprecate  and  would  check. 

Dr.  Hayward  reminded  the  gentleman  that  it  had  already  been  sug- 
gested that  it  was  not  necessary  to  be  a  Fellow  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  in  order  to  become  a  member  of  this  Association.  In 
fact,  there  were  several  physicians  on  our  list  who  were  not  Fellows,  but 
were  entitled  to  admission  as  graduates  of  Harvard  University. 

Dr.  Hale  would  obviate  any  objection  on  that  score  by  a  slight  altera- 
tion of  the  phraseology. 

Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett.    The  gentleman  has  stated  one  circumstance 
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which  involves  the  very  existence  of  this  Association.  1  believe  it  to 
be  legally  an  error  to  suppose,  that  because  1  have  been  expelled  from  the 
Society  or  this  Association,  you  have  the  right  to  refuse  consulting  with 
me.  I  hold  a  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  from  the  Medical  Faculty 
of  Harvard  University,  under  the  supreme  authority  of  the  government 
of  this  Commonwealth,  empowering  me  to  practice,  and  guaranteeing 
to  me,  during  my  natural  life,  all  the  privileges  which  pertain  to  that  de- 
gree. And  now  an  Association  of  individuals  gets  up  and  annuls  that 
right.  I  believe  the  gentleman  is  in  error,  and  that  in  a  court  of  justice 
you  would  be  found  to  be  on  the  wrong  side,  and  proceedings  might  be 
sustained  against  you  for  conspiracy  or  for  illegal  combination  ;  at  least, 
so  I  am  given  to  understand  by  high  legal  authority  whom  I  have  con- 
sulted on  this  point.  I  maintain,  therefore,  that  I  have  a  right  to  consult 
with  any  man  :  and  if  any  member  of  this  Association  refuses  to 
meet  me,  and  puts  his  objection  upon  this  ground,  viz.  my  not  being  a 
member  of  this  body,  I  shall  conceive  it  my  duty  to  bring  before  the 
legislature,  at  its  next  session,  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  Boston 
Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Osgood  presumed  that  the  members  of  the  Association  could 
read  the  by-laws  for  themselves.  If  we  have  no  power  to  expel  a 
member,  we  certainly  can  bind  ourselves  not  to  consult  with,  or  aid  and 
abet  him.  Every  individual  had  the  right  of  doing  this,  and  he  did  not 
see  why  we  could  not  do  it  as  a  body. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint  remarked,  that  as  to  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  about  the  power  of  expulsion,  he  believed  that  the  Association 
was  fully  competent  to  expel  any  member :  it  is  an  inherent  right 
which  belongs  to  all  bodies,  whether  social  or  corporate — the  right  of 
self-protection,  of  self-preservation.  Now  with  respect  to  the  form,  the 
amendment  offered  appears  to  be  an  evasion  of  a  duty  which  this  Asso- 
ciation should  perform.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  we  should  pro- 
ceed to  act  at  once  upon  the  report,  provided  the  grounds  of  the  case 
are  clearly  understood.  He  wished  some  gentleman  would  state  the 
grounds  of  these  charges,  whether  they  regarded  Williams,  the  oculist, 
alone,  .or  whether  Dr.  Kearney's  name  also  came  in.  Upon  this  point 
the  Association  may  not  be  fully  informed ;  but  being  so,  it  should  pro- 
ceed to  act. 

Dr.  Hale  only  wished  to  avoid  the  inconsistency  of  acting  upon  a 
subject  which  had  already  been  decided  by  a  higher  authority.  He  con- 
sidered the  course  he  proposed,  as  equally  solemn  and  firm,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  is  rather  more  mild. 

The  Secretary  was  requested  to  read  the  resolution  proposed  by  the 
Standing  Committee. 

Dr.  Ware  stated  that  the  resolution  just  read  was  based  upon  the 
course  which  Dr.  Bartlett  has  pursued  in  and  out  of  the  Association, 
both  with  regard  to  Williams  and  with  regard  to  Dr.  Kearney,  and  upon 
his  general  course  of  conduct.  As  to  the  mode  of  proceeding,  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  behind  me  (Dr.  Flint).  I  think  we  should  come 
to  the  decision  by  ourselves,  not  regarding  the  acts  of  any  other  body: 
that  we  should  act  as  an  independent  and  distinct  Association.    We  in 
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fact  are  independent  :  we  admit  members  who  are  not  Fellows  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  but  a  very  few  years  ago  a  large 
majority  of  this  Association  did  not  belong  to  the  Society,  the  by-laws 
requiring  at  that  time  that  a  man  should  be  in  practice  three  years  before 
he  could  be  entitled  to  fellowship.  This  might  possibly  be  the  case 
again,  and  probably  would  be,  if  the  Society  should  become  unpopular. 
1  should  prefer,  therefore,  that  we  should  act  for  ourselves,  and  not  base 
our  proceedings  upon  the  acts  of  any  other  body. 

Dr.  Wing  inquired  if  the  27th  rule  did  not  preclude  any  action  upon 
this  subject?  [Dr.  W.  then  read  the  rule,  which  provides  that  " no 
rule  shall  be  altered,  amended  or  repealed,  nor  any  additional  regula- 
tion adopted,  without  reference  to  a  committee  who  shall  report  upon 
the  same."] 

Dr.  Hayward  replied  that  there  was  no  intention  of  proposing  any 
alteration  or  amendment  to  the  by-laws.  We  intend  simply  to  act  upon 
the  delinquency  of  one  of  our  members.  The  case  is  a  plain  one  ;  we 
have  heard  the  defence,  and  we  all  know  the  charges:  the  accused  does 
not  deny  them — he  admits  the  whole — puts  them  in  an  aggravated  form, 
and  instead  of  saying  that  he  did  not  know  our  laws,  and  did  not  bind 
himself  to  adhere  to  them,  admits  that  he  did  know  them,  and  did  bind 
himself  to  abide  by  them. 

Dr.  Wing  still  urged  whether  it  would  not  be  virtually  enacting  a 
new  rule. 

The  Chair  thought  that  the  rule  contemplated  only  the  ordinary  and 
general  affairs  of  the  Association.  There  was  precedent,  as  had  been 
before  remarked,  in  favor  of  imposing  penalties  for  infringement  of  the 
rules. 

Dr.  MzKean  regretted  more  and  more  that  this  subject  had  ever 
been  agitated.  He  was  willing,  however,  to  help  the  Association  out  of 
the  dilemma  by  referring  to  the  4th  by-law,  w  hich  gives  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee power  to  act  upon  all  infringements  of  the  regulations.  Now  the 
Committee  have  acted  by  presenting  the  resolution  offered  us,  and  leav- 
ing the  ultimate  decision  to  the  Association  at  large. 

The  Chair  considered  the  Association  fully  competent  to  decide  the 
case  :  precedent  was  in  its  favor. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. The  chair  declared  the  vote  to  be  affirmative  ;  this  was  doubted, 
and  a  count  called  for.  The  result  was  found  to  be,  ayes  45,  nays  5.  Dr. 
John  S.  Bartlett  was,  therefore,  expelled  from  the  Boston  Medical  As- 
sociation. 

Dr.  Bartlett.  As  I  am  no  longer  a  member  of  this  Association,  I 
can  of  course  have  no  right  to  be  present.  I  would,  however,  before 
taking  leave,  beg  to  be  allowed  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
meeting  for  the  indulgence  afforded  me,  and  for  the  very  patient  and 
kind  manner  manifested  towards  me.  I  hope  that  the  Association  will 
do  much  good,  and  that  you  may  all  derive  benefit  and  happiness  from 
being  united  with  it.  You  of  course  do  not  look  upon  its  rules  as  I  do  ; 
but  I  trust  that  if  hereafter  your  views  may  alter,  you  will  be  as  ready 
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to  render  me  that  justice  which,  if  the  change  should  be  on  my  part,  I 
shall  yield  to  you.    I  respectfully,  therefore,  bid  you  farewell. 

Dr.  Bartlett  having  withdrawn,  the  Secretary  rose  and  moved  that  the 
charges  made  by  Dr.  Bartlett  against  certain  members  be  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  felt  ready  and  willing,  nay,  he  most  sincerely 
wished,  to  have  his  own  conduct  investigated.  If  the  Association  sup- 
posed that  he  would  hold  one  of  its  offices,  being  at  the  same  time  con- 
scious that  he  had  been  guilty  of  unprofessional  acts,  they  did  him  much 
wrong.  He  shrunk  from  no  scrutiny  which  they  thought  fit  to  institute. 
It  had  been  said  by  an  individual  (before  the  meeting  was  opened)  with 
something  of  a  sneer,  that  we  "dare  not  apply  the  same  rigid  discipline 
to  the  older  and  established  members  which  we  were  about  to  inflict  on 
this  young  man — that  we  were  afraid  to  do  it."  Now,  sir,  I  hope  we 
shall  not  be  afraid,  but  that  the  Committee  will  be  instructed  to  look 
closely  into  the  charges  now  presented.  For  myself,  I  can  safely  say 
that  I  bear  no  malice  to  Dr.  Bartlett  ;  that  I  was  not  influenced  by  the 
slightest  personal  feeling.  I  have  said  so  twenty  times,  but  I  cannot 
make  people  understand  me — they  will  not  believe  it,  but  it  is  not  the 
less  an  absolute  fact. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint  hoped  the  Committee  would  be  instructed.  He 
looked  upon  one  instance  mentioned  by  Dr.  Bartlett  as  very  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  parallel  to  that  of  Williams — viz.  the  case  of  Vanderburgh. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  thoroughly  sifted. 

It  was  suggested  that  as  some  of  the  Standing  Committee  wTere  involv- 
ed by  the  charges,  it  might  be  well  to  appoint  a  Special  Committee, 
which  the  Association  voted  to  do — giving  the  power  of  nomination  to 
the  Chairman,  by  whom  the  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  and 
their  nomination  confirmed  by  the  meeting. 

Dr.  George  Hayward, 

Dr.  C.  T.  Hildreth, 

Dr.  M.  Gay, 

Dr.  C.  G.  Putnam, 

Dr.  G.  B.  Doane. 
It  was  asked  who  was  to  prosecute  the  charges  ?    Whether  the  Com- 
mittee were  to  consider  them  as  formally  made,  and  to  collect  evidence  in 
substantiation  of  them  ? 

The  Chair  did  not  think  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to 
rake  sinks  and  kennels  for  proof.  The  accuser  must  of  course  bear  that 
burden.  He  had  made  accusations,  and  he  must  prove  them  :  the  ac- 
cused would  not  be  obliged,  of  course,  to  furnish  him  with  means  ;  they 
had  only  to  defend  themselves,  and  the  Committee,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  only  bound  to  determine  the  case  upon  the  evidence  produced. 

A  member  questioned  how  the  affair  could  be  managed.  The  charges 
were  made  by  Dr.  Bartlett  while  a  member  of  the  Association  ;  but 
now  he  is  expelled,  who  is  to  take  them  up  and  father  them  ? 

Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes  looked  upon  Dr.  Bartlett  as  having  made  the 
charges  under  improper  circumstances,  and  at  a  time  when  he  was  .in- 
competent to  do  it.  He  had  already  been  arraigned — he  was  on  trial. 
He  is  now  convicted,  and  by  a  vote  of  the  Association  has  been  declar- 
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ed  an  unfit  associate  for  its  members.  If  not  fit  for  common  intercourse, 
he  is  certainly  not  a  fit  accuser  of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the  pro- 
fession, and  charges  coming  from  such  a  source  should  not  be  received  as 
from  a  man  of  good  and  unspotted  reputation. 

Dr.  Ware  hoped  that  the  Association  would  not  be  backward  in  re- 
ceiving the  charges — that  it  would  net  avail  itself  of  the  questionable 
source  or  shape  in  which  they  came  before  it,  in  order  to  evade  them. 
He  hoped  so  the  more  sincerely,  because  his  own  conduct  would  proba- 
bly require  investigation  in  one  instance,  that  of  Dr.  Vanderburgh,  whom 
he  had  most  certainly  met  in  consultation  ;  and  he  felt  willing  that  if  he 
put  his  justification  upon  the  same  grounds  as  Dr.  Bartlett  had  done,  the 
Association  should  be  at  liberty  to  impose  the  same  penalty. 

Dr.  Hale  said  any  member  could  ask  an  investigation,  if  he  wished. 
He  believed,  however,  that  there  was  no  resemblance  between  Dr.  Van- 
derburgh and  Williams — the  former  being  a  regular  physician,  established 
in  a  neighboring  city,  and  received  here  upon  the  strength  of  that  fact. 
He  was  not  a  resident  among  us  ;  but  while  on  a  visit  here,  he  saw,  at  the 
request  of  several  families,  some  of  their  members  who  happened  to  be 
laboring  under  a  disease  upon  which  he  had  bestowed  much  attention  ; 
and  on  such  occasions  he  was  accompanied  by  the  family  physician. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Fales  wished  to  explain  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
vote  with  the  minority.  It  was  not  that  he  did  not  consider  Dr.  Bartlett 
deserving  of  expulsion,  but  because  he  believed  the  better  course  would 
have  been  to  leave  him  to  himself ;  to  give  him  time  for  reflection.  Per- 
haps his  present  conduct  may  be  owing  to  some  unaccustomed  cause  ; 
it  may  be  momentary  pique,  or  possibly  mental  alienation.  The  reason, 
sir,  why  I  thought  that  hereafter  he  might  change  his  views,  is  this  : — 
some  two  and  a  half  years  since,  he  was  strongly  in  favor  of  this  Asso- 
ciation,* and  told  some  of  my  friends  that  I  was  no  better  than  a 
quack,  because  I  did  not  belong  to  it.  Now  he  may  think  as  differently 
two  years  hence  as  he  did  two  years  ago,  and  I  thought  the  best  way 
would  be  to  give  him  a  chance. 

The  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 


FLAGELLATION  IN  CASES  OF  POISONING. 

[A  correspondent — a  professor  in  one  of  our  medical  schools — has 
directed  our  attention  to  the  following  case  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Medical  Repository,  published  in  New  York  in  1800,  which  was  com- 
municated by  Dr.  Valentine  Seaman,  of  that  city.  It  will  be  perceived 
that  the  treatment  was  similar  to  that  used  in  Dr.  Barratt's  case,  published 
in  No.  13  of  the  Medical  Journal,  although  we  have  no  doubt  that  the 
idea  was  original  with  Dr.  B. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  case  referred  to,  which  is  pub- 
lished merely  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  value  of  the  remedy  so  suc- 
cessfully used  by  Dr.  Barratt.] 


*  This  must  be  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  Dr.  F.  He  will  recollect  that  Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett  could 
not  have  been  a  member  of  the  Association  at  that  time,  as  he  was  not  resident  in  the  city. 
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"  The  wife  of  Head,  in  Water  Street,  had,  about  two  hours 

before,  swallowed  3j.  Laudanum,  and  then  lay  in  a  deadly  stupor,  from 
which  all  the  efforts  of  her  friends  could  not  awaken  her.  Attempts 
had  been  made  to  get  some  vinegar  into  her  stomach,  with  little  effect ; 
nor  did  I  [says  Dr.  S.J  succeed  much  better  in  endeavoring  to  give  a  dose 
of  White  Vitriol.  I  then  procured  a  small  switch,  and  applied  it  pretty 
freely  to  her  arms  and  shoulders,  which  were  defended  only  by  a  thin 
covering.  I  also  applied  some  strokes  to  her  legs.  In  the  course  of  a 
short  time,  indeed  almost  immediately  upon  the  application  of  the  reme- 
dy, she  roused  up,  and  begged  me  to  desist.  She  continued  for  a  time 
much  confused,  with  involuntary  turns  of  laughter.  Two  scruples  of 
White  Vitriol  were  then  administered,  followed,  in  about  fifteen  minutes, 
by  3 ss.  Ipecacuanha  ;  notwithstanding  which,  and  having  tickled  her 
throat  repeatedly  with  an  oiled  feather,  it  was  nearly  an  hour  before  she 
could  be  made  to  puke  ;  however,  finally  she  did  puke,  and  by  the  as- 
sistance of  frequent  draughts  of  warm  water,  her  stomach  was  pretty 
thoroughly  evacuated.  By  the  assistance  of  her  friends  she  was  kept 
awake  ;  or,  at  least,  slept  but  little  at  a  lime  during  the  night,  and  this 
[next]  morning  appears  entirely  recovered." 

Dated  "7th  month,  1799." 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JUNE    1  5,    1  8  3  6. 


MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

Of  the  multitude  of  young  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  study  of  medicine 
in  the  United  States,  there  are  doubtless  some  destined  to  rise  to  enviable 
distinction,  whose  beginning  has  been  of  the  most  unpromising  character; 
and  others,  with  every  possible  advantage,  who  will  never  be  recognized 
as  ornaments  of  the  profession.  That  there  is  a  natural  tact  manifested 
in  certain  individuals,  for  conducting  the  business  of  a  general  practition- 
er, cannot  be  questioned.  One  man  will  acquire  reputation,  with  the 
desirable  accompaniment  of  wealth,  and  through  a  long  and  active  life 
maintain  an  elevated  standing  in  society,  and  yet  fall  far  below  the  sterl- 
ing qualifications  of  a  neighbor,  who  may,  perhaps,  have  struggled  with 
a  series  of  disappointments  and  vexations,  in  attempting  to  gain  his  daily 
bread.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  those  students  who  have  pursued 
their  studies  under  the  greatest  disadvantages,  and  acquired  their  know- 
ledge at  the  expense  of  all  those  pleasures  which  fascinate,  distract,  and 
oftentimes  corrupt  the  wealthier  class  of  pupils,  usually  succeed  best,  and 
ultimately  triumph  over  all  the  difficulties  which  opposed  their  progress 
in  the  pursuits  of  science.  This  proves  nothing  more,  however,  than  that 
man,  under  certain  circumstances,  doubles  his  diligence  and  systematizes 
his  time,  and  therefore  overcomes,  by  steady  perseverance,  obstacles 
which,  though  apparently  insurmountable,  only  required  prudence  and 
economy  to  subdue.  But  of  all  the  sustaining  powers  which  a  medical 
student  has  at  his  requisition,  there  is  nothing  more  important  to  his  fu- 
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ture  success,  than  a  disciplined  mind.  Next,  his  habits — those  every-day 
exhibitions  which  one  makes  of  himself  to  the  argus  eyes  of  the  world — 
are  of  immense  consequence. 

At  the  period  when  students  usually  commence  the  study  of  medicine, 
the  miud  is  developed,  and  those  leading  traits  of  character  on  which 
their  future  respectability  in  life  is  to  depend,  show  themselves  promi- 
nently. It  involves  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict,  with  considerable 
certainty,  even  in  the  very  beginning,  the  success  with  which  an  indivi- 
dual will  pioneer  himself  into  public  favor  and  esteem  ; — or  to  mark  out 
the  chart  of  his  disappointments,  when  he  swerves  from  those  principles 
on  which  all  degrees  of  personal  happiness  have  a  positive  foundation. 

In  this  age  of  excitement,  medical  students  are  quite  as  likely  to  be 
operated  upon  by  the  noxious  influences  of  bad  example,  as  any  others  : 
indeed,  under  certain  circumstances,  more  so.  Some  of  the  collateral 
departments  of  medicine  seem  to  expose  them  to  peculiar  temptations. 
Temperance,  sobriety  of  deportment  and  uncompromising  integrity,  never 
failed  of  sustaining  a  man  in  any  honorable  vocation,  in  the  estimation  of 
those  whose  favor  was  worth  possessing.  Though  all  cannot  become 
eminent,  there  is  no  possible  apology  for  not  being  strictly  upright  and 
virtuous.  All  deviations  from  this  plain  and  praiseworthy  course  are  in- 
variably attended  with  self-reproach,  parental  grief,  and  the  marked  dis- 
pleasure of  all  who  were  disposed  to  be  true  friends. 

A  medical  student  in  our  cities  is  not  required  by  any  laws  of  good 
society  to  maintain  a  race-horse,  to  devote  hours  to  the  theatre  which 
should  be  exclusively  employed  in  study  ;  nor  is  he  the  less  honorable  for 
not  wasting  in  the  cup  what  would  conduct  him  triumphantly  through  his 
pupilage.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  dissipations  of  all  kinds  were  frowned 
upon  so  severely  by  the  faculties  of  medical  institutions,  that  no  one, 
known  to  be  habitually  intemperate,  could  be  admitted  to  a  decree. 

These  reflections  were  elicited,  a  little  time  since,  in  consequence  of 
witnessing,  in  a  barber's  shop,  the  sickening  spectacle  of  a  medical  stu- 
dent so  thoroughly  drunk,  that  it  was  even  difficult  for  him  to  articulate 
his  own  name.  This  was  not  all, — he  had  fallen  on  the  sharp  edge  of  a 
granite  door-step,  and  cut  a  fearful-looking  gash  under  the  margin  of 
the  lower  jaw.  Yet  this  man  is  called  highly  respectable,  belongs  to  a 
fond  and  indulgent  family — doomed,  beyond  a  question,  to  deplore,  here- 
after, with  aching  hearts,  the  degradation  of  a  child  of  many  prayers. 
But  in  this  instance  there  is  scarcely  a  hope  of  reformation,  because  no 
one  presumes  to  tell  the  gentleman  of  his  faults,  and  colleges  were  never 
known  to  frown  with  terrible  vengeance  on  this  kind  of  folly  in  youth. 
One  who  attempted  to  prove  that  this  same  hopeless  candidate  for  honor 
was  guilty  of  no  very  reprehensible  practice,  though  he  admitted  it  was 
unfortunate,  felt  persuaded  that  getting  Intoxicated  occasionally  would 
not  essentially  interfere  with  any  duties  he  might  be  called  upon  to  per- 
form. "  Why,"  said  he,  "  the  habit  is  formed,  and  he  must  have  it." 
Within  a  month,  in  one  of  his  Bacchanalian  orgies,  an  acquaintance  took 
the  liberty  of  taking  six  hundred  dollars  from  his  pockets,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  the  spoil  of  thieves  before  he  became  sober.  With 
this  shameful  vice,  which  he  has  not  the  decency  to  try  to  conceal,  I  ills 
same  young  man  is  looking  forward  with  delight  to  his  lawful  emancipa- 
tion from  books — to  do  what  ? — to  practise  medicine  !  Ye  destinies, — 
spare  the  patients  of  such  a  physician  ! 

Hereafter,  the  saying  that  was  once  common  in  this  country,  that  this 
and  that  man  are  excellent  physicians  or  surgeons,  as  the  case  may  be,  if 
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called  when  they  are  soher,  will  not  be  heard.  Those  who  indulge  any 
expectations  in  the  profession  will  he  compelled,  from  necessity,  if  not  by 
higher  motives,  to  be  gentlemen  in  conduct.  A  dissipated  student  ordi- 
narily ends  his  career  as  wretchedly  as  those  in  humbler  walks  ;  while 
his  moral  guilt  is  vastly  greater,  from  the  circumstance  that  he  knew  the 
moral  and  physical  danger,  but  disregarded  the  consequences  of  both. 

As  the  members  of  the  profession  are  multiplying  with  rapidity,  no 
second-rate  acquirements  will  suffice.  People  know  readily  how  to  dis- 
criminate the  qualities  most  desirable  in  a  physician.  To  real  skill,  must 
be  superadded  those  sterling  qualities  of  character  which  command  the 
homage  of  such  as  value  those  who  appear  properly  to  respect  themselves. 

.Earnestly  desiring  that  these  admonitory  observations  may  fall  under 
the  eye  of  him  who  elicited  them,  and  excite  him  to  an  effort  to  disenthral 
himself  from  the  iron  grasp  of  a  fiend  that  devours  and  spares  not,  we 
cannot  refrain  from  whispering  to  any  others  verging  towards  the  same 
fearful  precipice,  to  reflect,  if  but  for  a  moment — u  honor  and  shame  from 
no  condition  rise." 


MEDICAL  CHARITIES. ' 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  the  age,  that  all  the  various  associations  of  the  day, 
whether  expressly  philanthropic  or  not,  are  more  or  less  distinguished 
by  acts  of  benevolence  towards  those  of  their  own  household,  when  for- 
tune frowns  upon  one  who  was  once  in  better  circumstances.  Yet  in  all 
the  Medical  Societies  whose  transactions  have  reached  us,  we  have  no 
recollection  of  having  noticed  one  single  charitable  act  towards  an  hon- 
estly impoverished  member.  Now  this,  it  must  be  admitted,  not  only  ap- 
pears badly  to  the  world,  but  is  in  itself  certainly  wrong.  On  the  death 
of  an  associate  of  any  of  the  State  Medical  Societies,  if  a  pennyless 
widow  or  homeless  children  are  left,  the  treasurer  should  be  authorized  to 
remit  the  entire  sum  the  deceased  may  have  paid  into  the  coffers.  If, 
however,  the  connexion  has  not  been  of  long  standing,  and  consequently 
the  amount  of  money  so  appropriated  is  small,  then  let  such  a  donation  be 
forwarded  as  shall  give  a  decided  character  to  the  act.  All  these  Socie- 
ties have  funds  accumulating,  to  be  quarrelled  about  some  twenty  years 
hence, — a  moiety  of  which  should  annually  be  dispensed  to  infirm,  impov- 
erished physicians,  their  widows  and  children.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  an 
effort  will  be  made,  at  no  very  remote  period,  to  produce  this  important 
result. 


Botanic  Physicians.  Supreme  Court. — Barent  P.  Sfaats  vs.  John 
Thomson. — This  was  an  action  brought  by  B.  P.  Staats,  President  of  the 
Albany  County  Medical  Society,  against  John  Thomson,  a  Botanic  Phy- 
sician, for  practising  medicine  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  State  (New 
York).  Defendant  produced  a  patent  from  the  United  States  to  his  father 
for  the  exclusive  right  and  use  of  botanic  medicines,  and  he,  as  assignee 
of  the  patent,  claimed  a  right  under  said  patent  to  practise  and  prescribe 
for  patients.  The  Justices'  Court  of  the  city  of  Albany  decided  that  he, 
Thomson,  had  no  right  to  practise  medicine  for  fee  or  reward,  unless  he 
had  a  diploma  from  some  regular  incorporated  medical  school  or  society, 
and  fined  him  the  sum  of  $25  ;  from  which  decision  Thomson  appealed 
to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Supreme  Court  affirmed  the  decision;  con- 
sequently Botanic  Physicians  have  no  right  to  recover  for  services  in  the 
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State  of  New  York,  nor,  it  is  believed,  in  any  other.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  one,  possessing  the  energy  of  our  friend  Dr.  Staats,  will  ascer- 
tain the  rights  and  privileges  of  steam  quacks  to  pepper  mankind  to  death 
in  the  respectable  old  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  head  quarters 
of  the  originator  of  the  lobelia  cascading  system. 


Connecticut  Medical  Society. — At  the  annual  Convention  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Connecticut,  held  at  New  Haven,  May  11,  1836,  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  for  the  present  year. 

Thomas  Miner,  M.D.  President. 
Silas  Fuller,  M.  D.  Vice  President. 
Elijah  Middlebrook,  Treasurer. 
Charles  Hooker,  M.D.  Secretary. 
Among  other  communications  which  were  made,  Dr.  Bishop  read  a  very 
able  dissertation  upon  the  Influence  of  Mind  upon  the  Body,  both  in 
Health  and  Disease. 


Treatment  of  Haemorrhoids. — There  is  a  practice  prevalent  in  Dacca 
of  removing  Haemorrhoids,  however  bad,  and  from  patients  in  the  last 
state  of  debility.  It  is  done  by  the  application  of  corrosive  substances, 
after  which  the  Haemorrhoids  protrude,  (and,  as  far  as  I  can  understand, 
a  part  of  the  Rectum);  another  corrosive  is  applied,  and  at  the  end  of 
from  seven  to  nine  days  the  whole  mass  is  separated,  after  which  emol- 
lient dressings  are  applied,  and  the  patient  gradually  recovers.  The  pain 
is  excruciating,  until  the  separation,  when  immediate  relief  takes  place. 
The  practice  is  highly  successful;  only  one  fatal  case  in  one  hundred 
being  known,  but  very  disagreeable  symptoms  frequently  follow,  of  insen- 
sibility of  the  lower  extremities,  or  involuntary  twitchings,  which  yield  to 
time  and  treatment.  Four  of  my  servants  have  undergone  the  operation 
successfully,  and  the  lower  extremities  are  restored  to  their  natural  func- 
tion— a  fifth,  who  thought  proper  to  salivate  himself,  with  the  vapors  of 
cinnabar,  to  cure  the  twitchings,  has  lost  the  use  of  arms  and  legs — but  the 
Haemorrhoids  are  cured. — India  Medical  Journal. 


Metastasis  of  Disease  from  the  Bowels  to  the  Brain. — A  well-marked 
case  of  this  description  is  related  in  the  last  number  of  the  Western  Medi- 
cal Journal.  It  appears  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  administration 
of  opium,  which  had  previously  been  observed  to  produce  unpleasant  ef- 
fects on  the  child  which  was  the  subject  of  the  case.  A  state  of  deep 
coma  followed  the  use  of  the  opium,  which  was  given  for  an  intestinal 
irritation,  and  this  state  lasted  for  thirteen  days,  without  being  relieved 
by  the  usual  remedies,  when  the  child  died.  Sleep  and  coma  came  on  in 
two  hours  after  the  opium  was  taken. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital.— There  were  two  operations  at  the 
hospital  the  week  ending  June  4th.  The  first  was  on  Thursday,  upon 
an  individual  who  had  been  run  over  by  the  Rail-road  cars.  When  first 
brought  to  the  hospital,  his  appearance  was  as  shocking  as  can  well  be 
imagined.  He  had  fallen  upon  the  track  in  such  a  way,  that  the  cars 
passed  over  both  legs,  shattering  the  bones  and  lacerating  the  integuments 
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very  extensively.  Dr.  Warren  decided  upon  immediate  amputation  as 
the  only  chance  of  preserving  his  life.  Both  limbs  were  accordingly 
amputated  at  the  low«r  third  of  the  os  femoris.  The  injury,  however, 
was  so  extensive,  that  no  reaction  took  place,  and  he  expired  a  few  hours 
after  the  operation. 

The  other  was  on  Saturday,  for  the  removal  of  a  diseased  testicle.  Dr. 
Warren  operated. 


To  CoaaRspoNOENTs. — We  are  again  obliged  to  defer  the  insertion  of  seve- 
ral communications.  Dr.  L.  W.  of  Providence,  R.I.  who  informs  us  that  there 
have  been  thirty  deaths  by  smallpox  in  that  small  city,  within  the  last  three 
months,  will  accept  our  thanks  for  the  excellent  paper  he  has  sent  to  us.  It  is  a 
most  rational  and  philosophical  article  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  that  intolera- 
ble scourge,  which,  to  the  absolute  disgrace  of  the  United  States,  is  continually 
extending  its  baneful  ravages,  hither  and  thither,  notwithstanding  the  universal 
knowledge  the  people  have  of  the  prophylactic  efficacy  of  vaccination. 


Whole  number  of  death?  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  June  1 1,  22.    Males.  16— Females,  6. 

Of  consumption,  4— scarlet  fever,  2— inflammation  bowels,  1 — rupiure  blood  vessel,  1 — lung  fever, 
2 — croup,  1 — spas.ns,  1  — ul  J  a^e,  2  —accidental,  I—  intemperance,  1  —cramp  in  stomach,  1— infantile,  2. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  s  >:ne  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  p  i, ul  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  have  fiee  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvaid  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  .to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $10J  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GE  >KGE  H  VYWARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE 

J.  M.  WARREN. 


LECTURES  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 
Dr.  John  Jeffries  will  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  Eye,  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Eye  Infirm  try,  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  of  each  week,  at  a  quarter  past  three  o'clock  • 
to"  commence  on  Tuesday  the  14th  day  of  June.  Application  may  be  made  at  the  rooms  of  the' 
Infirmary  during  the  attendance  of  the  Surgeons,  or  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Jeffries,  No.  9  Franklin 
etreet. 

June  1,  1836.  3t— June  8 


AN  EXCELLENT  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN. 

A  PHTsici\r»,  situated  in  a  pleasantly  located  town,  ten  miles  north  of  Boston,  being  about  to  leave 
the  country,  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  stand  and  business.  Mis  stand  consists  of  a  convenient  house 
barn,  dec.  with  seventeen  acres  of  land.  His  business  is  extensive,  and  affords  an  excellent  chance 
for  n  practitioner  of  experience.  'Applications  to  be  made  to  the  editor  of  this  Journal  (if  by  letter 
post-paid),  who  will  furnish  the  address  of  the  advertiser.  If  the  estate  and  business  together  should 
be  an  objection  to  the  purch  iser,  they  would  be  disposed  of  separately,  to  suit  his  convenience.  Ap- 
plications are  requested  to  be  made  immediately,  as  the  advertiser  wishes  to  leave  the  place  by  Au- 
gust next. 

May  IS,  1830.  eptf. 
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RATIONAL  VIEW  OF  SMALLPOX  AND  THE  MODE  OF  TREATMENT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  discovery  of  vaccination  as  a  preventive  of  smallpox,  towards  the 
close  of  the  last  century,  afforded  a  hope  that  all  future  speculations 
upon  the  nature  and  treatment  of  this  loathsome  disease  would  be  super- 
fluous. Events,  however,  have  not  realized  this  apparently  well-ground- 
ed expectation.  The  smallpox  still  continues  its  ravages,  and  in  this 
vicinity,  of  late,  to  an  unprecedented  extent — more  than  thirty  deaths 
having  occurred  in  this  small  city  within  the  last  three  months. 

A  total  neglect  of  the  preventive,  or  more  often  a  false  security  re- 
sulting from  a  spurious  or  imperfect  vaccination,  have  undoubtedly  led  to 
this.  The  evil  exists,  at  any  rate  ;  and  to  the  reproach  of  our  art,  its 
average  mortality  is  as  great  now,  perhaps,  as  it  was  a  hundred  years  ago. 

It  is  worth  inquiry  whether  some  improvement  might  not  be  made  in 
the  treatment  of  this  formidable  disease  ?  If  a  few  observations,  which 
my  experience  has  afforded,  will  contribute  a  mite  to  this  object,  I  shall 
be  gratified  by  their  publication.  I  have  no  ambition  to  write  a  treatise 
on  a  subject  which  has  employed  so  many  abler  pens.  What  I  have  to 
say  will  occupy  little  time  or  space. 

The  smallpox  I  hold  to  be  essentially  an  inflammatory  disease  ;  whilst 
the  prevailing  opinion,  with  physicians,  seems  to  be  that  all  bad  cases  of 
it  are  to  be  considered  as  typhoid  or  asthenic.  The  influence  of  such 
an  opinion  on  the  practice,  is  obvious.  It  was  the  doctrine  taught  by 
Cullen,  and  that  which  has  continued  to  govern  the  practice,  more  or 
less,  to  the  present  day,  that  whilst  the  fever  attending  the  distinct  small- 
pox was  admitted  to  be  inflammatory,  that  which  attends  the  confluent 
was  to  be  considered  typhous,  malignant  or  putrid,  and  stimulants  and 
tonics  freely  employed  in  the  treatment.  More  than  forty  years  ago — 
horresco  referens — I  was  convinced,  by  abundant  observation  and  ex- 
perience, of  the  fallacy  of  this  doctrine,  and  that  many  lives  were  sacri- 
ficed to  the  practice  which  it  indicated.  External  appearances,  it  is  true, 
the  sight  and  the  smell,  of  a  patient  laboring  under  confluent  smallpox, 
from  the  ninth  to  the  thirteenth  day,  for  instance,  suggest  the  idea  of  a 
highly  putrid  disease — whilst  blood  drawn  (as  it  often  should  be)  to 
relieve  some  urgent  symptom,  shall  exhibit  the  inflammatory  buff,  and 
by  this,  and  the  relief  it  affords,  prove  how  far  we  have  been  deceived 
by  appearances. 

I  am  aware  that  the  free  admission  of  cool  air,  the  use  of  cold  drinks, 
and  generally  an  antiphlogistic  treatment,  have  been  recommended  and 
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employed  by  most  physicians,  to  a  certain  extent,  from  the  time  of 
Sydenham,  and  in  all  ordinary  cases  of  distinct  smallpox,  to  a  safe  result 
— indeed,  these  cases  are  attended  with  comparatively  little  danger,  and 
require  little  medication.  It  is  in  the  worst  forms  of  the  disease,  only, 
and  in  those  cases  alone  which  threaten  the  life  of  the  patient,  that  the 
skill  and  active  interference  of  the  physician  are  demanded.  In  the 
treatment  of  such  cases,  attention,  as  I  conceive,  has  been  too  exclusive- 
ly bestowed  upon  the  state  of  the  pustules  and  their  progress  towards 
maturation,  the  swelling  of  the  face,  and  successively  of  the  hands 
and  feet,  the  ptyalism,  &c.  whilst  the  degree  of  fever,  the  condition  of 
the  head,  throat  and  lungs,  should  be  more  especially  regarded. 

The  smallpox,  I  repeat,  is  emphatically,  and  in  this  climate  especial- 
ly, an  inflammatory  disease  ;  and  when  it  proves  fatal,  it  is  by  excessive 
irritation,  or  the  concurrence  of  some  local  inflammation  of  the  brain, 
throat  or  lungs.  To  obviate  or  allay  these,  is  the  chief  concern,  and 
generally  speaking,  with  the  means  employed  to  effect  this,  the  skin  will 
take  care  of  itself. 

The  terms  distinct  and  confluent  are  no  farther  useful  than  as  they 
mark  the  two  extremes  of  a  disease  which  occurs  in  every  intermediate 
degree,  but  which  is  in  itself  one  and  the  same.  Indeed,  the  primary, 
or,  as  it  is  called,  the  eruptive  fever,  is  sufficient  in  three  or  four  days  to 
work  that  mysterious  change  in  the  constitution  which,  without  a  single 
pustule,  shall  protect  it  against  any  future  attack  of  the  disease — in  short, 
the  patient  shall  have  passed  the  smallpox.  Of  the  truth  of  this,  we 
have  abundant  evidence  in  the  practice  of  inoculation,  and  it  is  highly 
probable  that  some  have  experienced  this  process  in  the  natural  way, 
without  suspecting  the  character  of  their  short-lived  indisposition.  But 
an  eruption  of  pustules  so  generally  follows  this  temporary  fever,  as  to 
be  considered  essential  to  give  "  a  local  habitation  and  a  name  "  to  the 
disease.  And  as  we  know  the  danger  of  it  to  be  in  a  great  measure 
proportionate  to  the  number  of  these  pustules,  the  irritation  they  cause 
in  their  progress,  and  the  sympathetic  affections  they  are  likely  to  induce 
— when  we  have  a  well-grounded  suspicion  of  the  nature  of  the  patient's 
illness  at  an  early  period,  much  may  be  done  to  lessen  the  number  and 
size  of  these  pustules,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  which,  it  is  believed, 
depend  very  much  upon  the  state  of  the  skin  at  the  time.  The  state 
most  favorable  to  a  kindly  eruption,  consists,  probably,  in  a  just  medium 
between  the  extremes  of  torpor  and  irritability  of  the  capillary  vessels, 
and  an  excess  of  the  latter  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of  an  aggravated 
disease.  Hence  the  advantages  of  cool  air,  cold  drinks,  cold  affusions 
and  gargles,  keeping  out  of  bed,  a  spare  diet,  and  depletion  by  blood-let- 
ting or  cathartics.  The  latter,  although  highly  recommended  by  Friend, 
during  what  has  been  called  the  secondary  fever,  and  by  Tissot  at  a 
somewhat  earlier  stage  of  the  disease,  has  not,  as  far  as  my  observation 
goes,  been  duly  appreciated  during  and  immediately  after  the  eruptive 
fever. 

This  is  the  first  improvement  I  would  suggest  in  the  practice — having 
so  often  witnessed  the  efficacy  of  cathartics  in  lessening  the  number,  size 
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and  soreness  of  the  pustules,  and  converting,  what  by  an  opposite  course 
would  prove  a  confluent,  into  a  distinct  and  manageable  smallpox. 

The  fear  of  hindering  the  eruption,  of  causing  a  retrocession  of  the 
pustules,  or  of  weakening  the  patient  too  much  for  filling  out  the  pock, 
has,  I  think,  rendered  practitioners  over  cautious  in  the  use  of  this  class 
of  remedies  at  an  early  period  of  the  disease.  The  pustules,  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases,  will  be  found  sufficiently  prompt  and  persevering — and  it 
should  be  remembered  that  there  may  be  too  much,  as  well  as  too  little, 
inflammation  for  a  kindly  suppuration  of  phlegmonous  tumors. 

When,  in  the  progress  of  the  disease,  delirium,  inflammation  of  the 
throat  or  lungs,  with  pain  and  difficulty  of  deglutition  or  breathing,  su- 
pervene, bleeding,  either  general  or  local,  should  be  resorted  to  with 
freedom  and  without  delay.  Leeches  applied  to  the  throat  will  be  found 
eminently  useful — and  here,  again,  carthartics  should  be  resorted  to  free- 
ly. Calomel,  with  its  combinations,  should  be  preferred,  and  the  same  in 
small  doses  as  an  alterative,  through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease,  will 
in  most  cases  be  advantageous,  whether  as  an  antidote  to  the  virus,  as 
some  have  supposed,  or  by  its  action  on  the  fauces,  and  peculiar  influ- 
ence on  the  suppurative  process. 

Cathartics  will  be  found  the  most  powerful  means  of  relieving  the  dis- 
tressing fulness  of  the  throat,  and,  at  the  same  time,  like  the  diarrhoea  in 
children,  prove  in  some  measure  a  substitute  for  the  ptyalism  upon  which 
so  much  stress  is  usually  laid.  When,  from  hypercatharsis,  or  any  other 
debilitating  cause,  a  paleness  of  the  surface  with  faintness  should  occur, 
a  small  dose  of  laudanum  with  lavender  may  be  given — but,  generally 
speaking,  stimulants  or  tonics  should  be  administered  with  great  caution. 
Wine  or  bark  are  seldom  required  in  smallpox.  There  may  be  moments 
of  temporary  depression  and  sinking  of  the  pustules,  where  a  little  wine 
may  be  admissible — but,  even  here,  small  doses  of  the  sulphuret  of  anti- 
mony, or  the  common  flor.  sulphur,  will  be  found  preferable.  They  act 
on  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  skin  without  sensibly  affecting  the  general 
circulation. 

When  that  exacerbation  of  fever,  called  the  secondary  fever,  takes 
place — whether  from  absorption  of  the  matter  of  the  pustules,  protract- 
ed irritation,  or  local  inflammation,  or  some  unpublished  law  of  the  dis- 
ease, I  shall  not  stop  to  theorize — it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  we  still  have 
to  deal  with  an  inflammatory  fever.  Blood-letting  will  often  be  neces- 
sary, and  cathartics  always.  The  latter  I  suppose  have  been  very  gen- 
erally employed  by  practitioners  in  this  stage  of  the  complaint,  but  sel- 
dom, I  suspect,  with  the  freedom  they  ought  to  be,  or  as  practised  by 
Friend,  who  first  recommended  their  use,  a  hundred  years  ago.  The 
misfortune  has  been,  however,  that  the  good  effects  of  this  remedy,  when 
prescribed,  have  been  counteracted  by  wine,  bark  and  opium.  The  two 
former  add  fuel  to  the  fire,  and  the  latter,  when  given  indiscriminately,  as 
advised  by  some  eminent  authors,  is  liable  to  do  harm  by  promoting  con- 
gestions in  the  brain  or  lungs.  There  will,  however,  be  cases  of  pecu- 
liar irritation  and  restlessness,  where,  after  the  bowels  have  been  duly 
evacuated,  opiates  may  be  given  to  advantage,  but  always  with  due  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  the  system.    It  is  better,  as  Tissot  implies,  that 
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the  patient  remain  wakeful  a  few  nights,  than  dry  the  throat,  exasper- 
ate delirium,  or  induce  coma,  by  a  too  liberal  use  of  opium. 

The  mineral  acids,  preferring  the  sulphuric,  will  be  found  more  appli- 
cable, and  should  be  freely  given,  properly  diluted,  in  this  and  every 
stage  of  the  disease. 

But,  as  I  premised,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  write  a  treatise  on  the 
smallpox — my  chief  object  was  to  correct  what  I  believed  to  be  an  erro- 
neous opinion,  too  generally  entertained,  of  the  nature  of  the  disease — to 
recommend  a  bolder  use  of  cathartic  medicines,  and  to  discourage  that  of 
tonics  and  stimulants.  As  to  details — such  as  the  opening  of  the  pustules, 
to  lessen,  as  far  as  possible,  the  quantity  of  matter  to  be  absorbed — the 
great  advantages  of  cleanliness — a  hard  bed — a  well-ventilated  room — 
and  the  attentions  due  to  many  particular  symptoms,  are  they  not  already 
written  in  the  books  of  the  chronicles  of  this  disease  ?  I  will  only  add 
that  the  smallpox,  with  its  mimosis  or  fellow-traveller,  the  varioloid,  still 
continues  to  prevail  in  this  place.  L.  W. 

Providence,  R.  I.  June  5,  1836. 


DRINK. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

As  respects  man,  everything  of  importance  for  his  use,  occupancy  or  enjoy- 
ment, is  presented  to  him  by  nature  in  a  wild,  crude  or  imperfect  state.  Cul- 
tivation, manufacture,  and  improvement,  are  the  great  business  of  his  life. 
It  is  difficult  to  mention  anything  that  does  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  re- 
quire modification  from  the  hand  of  man.  The  forest  must  be  cleared 
before  we  can  have  gardens  and  cultivated  fields.  Wild  animals  must  be 
expelled  from  their  ancient  domain,  or  the  most  useful  of  them  be  re- 
strained by  domestication.  Fruits  must  be  improved,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, their  properties  become  greatly  changed,  by  agriculture.  Our 
rudest  dwelling  is  the  result  of  some  kind  of  architecture  ;  our  simplest 
clothing,  of  manufacture  ;  and  the  native  productions  of  land  and  water 
all  demand  the  aid  of  cookery,  before  they  can  be  extensively  employed 
for  food.  Even  light  is  often  so  intense  that  it  must  be  modified  by 
shade,  on  the  one  hand;  or  it  is  so  feeble  as  to  need  to  be  artificially  in- 
creased or  produced,  on  the  other.  The  very  air  is  frequently  so  cold 
or  so  hot,  so  damp  or  so  dry,  that  we  are  necessitated  to  temper  its  ef- 
fects by  clothing,  as  well  as  by  the  structure  of  our  houses. 

In  addition,  man  himself  is  born  in  as  crude  a  state  as  that  of  every 
other  natural  object  around  him  :  and,  to  become  great,  good,  and  hap- 
py, in  a  physical  and  moral  point  of  view,  he  needs  more  cultivation  and 
improvement  than  any  other  creature  in  nature.  In  this  respect,  the 
head  and  lord  of  this  world  is  in  perfect  analogy  to  everything  with 
which  he  comes  in  contact.  He  can  be  only  fitted  for  his  ultimate  des- 
tiny, by  the  most  assiduous  education  and  discipline.  His  capacities, 
faculties,  and  propensities,  in  their  native  state,  are  wild  and  crude,  and 
in  proportion  as  they  are  improved  or  deteriorated,  is  he  prepared  to  be- 
come an  angel  or  a  devil.     It  may  perhaps  not  be  irrelevant  to  remark, 
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in  passing,  that  this  primary  state  of  man  is  what  has  been  called,  by 
divines,  original  sin,  innate  depravity,  native  imperfection,  with  many 
other  appellations,  according  to  their  peculiar  theological  views,  which, 
philosophically  considered,  mean  to  express  the  fact,  that  man  is  born 
crude,  and,  like  everything  around  him,  must  be  cultivated  and  improv- 
ed, before  he  can  answer  the  great  end  of  his  being. 

The  perfection  of  nature,  therefore,  only  consists  in  an  ample  supply 
of  raw  materials,  which  are  designed  to  be  cultivated,  manufactured,  and 
improved  by  man,  before  they  can  be  of  extensive  use  and  application. 
It  is  as  much  the  nature  of  man  to  avail  himself  of  art,  as  it  is  a  part  of 
his  nature  to  breathe.  Hence,  to  follow  nature,  is  only  to  make  the  best 
use  of  art  in  cultivating,  modifying  and  applying  the  raw  materials  which 
she  furnishes. 

In  opposition  to  all  this  analogy,  in  the  employment  of  the  bounties  of 
nature — which,  every  good  man  agrees,  should  be  enjoyed  with  modera- 
tion, and  participated  with  gratitude  to  the  Creator — the  ultra  moralist, 
or  abstinent  fanatic,  considers,  of  late,  that  he  has  discovered  a  single, 
notable  exception.  He  imagines  that  water,  alone,  is  suitable  for  all  the 
purposes  of  drink  and  refreshment,  and  that  it  admits  of  neither  modifi- 
cation, qualification,  nor  improvement.  At  this  late  day,  in  this  reign  of 
ultraism,  the  practice  of  every  civilized  nation,  the  approbation  of  the 
holy  scriptures,  and  the  example  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  are  all 
supposed  to  be  wrong,  or  are  to  be  viewed  with  apprehension  and  sus- 
picion. Temperance,  which  consists  in  using  the  good  things  of  life 
without  abusing  them,  is  not  enough  ;  so  long  as  there  remains  a  possi- 
bility of  their  misapplication,  they  must  be  abstained  from  altogether. 

Upon  the  same  principle,  religion,  law,  liberty,  science,  and  every- 
thing which  is  capable  of  abuse,  or  which  in  this  state  of  trial  is  frequent- 
ly misused,  is  to  be  rejected.  This  argument  from  incidental  and  occa- 
sional abuse,  leads  to  the  rejection  of  most  of  the  comforts  and  conve- 
niences, and,  indeed,  to  the  necessaries,  of  civilized  life,  and  would  carry 
us  back  to  the  savage  state,  or  make  us  a  race  of  ascetics.  In  our  age 
and  country,  however,  the  danger  is  much  greater  of  producing  a  licen- 
tious reaction,  than  of  effecting  a  monkish  system  of  self-denial  and  mor- 
tification. Indeed,  the  observing  are  fully  convinced  that  the  reaction 
has  already  begun.  It  is  confidently  stated,  that,  the  present  spring, 
more  gross  intemperance  has  been  seen,  upon  elections  and  other  public 
occasions,  in  some  of  our  large  towns,  than  was  ever  before  known,  and 
that  laborers  frequently  do  much  worse,  in  getting  their  own  supplies, 
than  when  their  employers  furnished  regular  and  stated  rations.  If  their 
employers  do  not  provide  beer  or  cider,  in  despite  of  everything,  they 
will  furnish  themselves  with  spirits.  Thus  the  refusal  of  fermented 
liquors  is  itself  an  occasion  of  intemperance.  This  is  one  effect  of  im- 
practicable ultraism. 

It  is  of  very  little  service  to  cite  the  authority  of  scripture,  in  opposi- 
tion to  fanatics  who  are  always  wise  beyond  what  is  written.  But  a  few 
suggestions  may  be  proper,  for  those  who  are  in  danger  of  being  entangled 
in  their  snares.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  austerity  in  the  character  of 
our  Saviour.    He  not  only  ate  with  publicans,  and — those  whom  the 
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self-righteous  Pharisees  considered  to  be — sinners,  but  created  wine  at  a 
marriage,  not  merely  for  a  cordial  or  medicine,  but  for  the  conviviality  of 
such  a  joyful  occasion,  after  the  people  had  already  well  drunk.  He 
also  constituted  it  as  an  important  and  indispensable  element  of  the 
eucharist.  He  likewise  exerted  his  omnipotent  power  in  creating  animal 
food  for  multitudes. 

It  is  by  no  means  certain,  that,  in  defiance  of  all  analogy,  water  in  its 
native  state  is  incapable  of  improvement,  when  used  for  drink.  By  the 
addition  of  sugar,  aromatics,  acids,  or  milk,  it  certainly  becomes  more 
sapid,  frequently  more  nutritious  and  restorative,  and,  in  very  many  in- 
stances, better  adapted  to  assuage  thirst  in  moderate  quantities,  without 
debilitating  or  appalling  the  stomach.  But,  waiving  these  considerations, 
and  assuming,  for  the  present,  that  pure  water  is  the  best  and  only  neces- 
sary diluent,  how  often  is  it  to  be  found  in  this  pure,  unadulterated  state  ? 
In  many  cities,  and  perhaps  in  the  majoritiy  of  countries,  it  indispensa- 
bly requires  modification  to  make  it  palatable  and  wholesome.  It  must 
be  filtered,  boiled,  or  purified  by  chemical  agents,  or  be  disguised  by  the 
addition  of  ice,  if  nothing  farther  is  done,  before  it  is  fit  to  be  used. 
There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  and  most 
of  the  fermented  liquors,  owe  much  of  their  employment  to  the  native 
badness  and  insipidity  of  the  water  of  many  large  regions  of  the  globe. 
Nor  can  there  be  any  rational  suspicion  that  their  temperate  use  is  as 
conducive  to  the  health,  as  it  is  to  the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants. 

After  all,  habit  is  so  strong,  within  certain  limits — and,  happily,  these 
are  not  very  narrow — that  health  of  body  and  mind  may  be  sustained 
under  various,  and  frequently  opposite,  systems  of  diet  and  regimen, 
provided  the  subject  is  treated  as  merely  accidental,  and  no  further  atten- 
tion is  paid  the  matter,  than  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  that  modera- 
tion which  is  the  result,  not  of  theory,  but  of  common  sense.  The 
connection  of  mind  and  body  is  such,  that  it  is  the  most  difficult  thing  in 
the  world  to  preserve  the  tone  of  the  stomach,  when  a  person,  previous- 
ly in  health,  puts  himself  under  a  new  course  of  diet  and  regimen.  The 
circulation  of  a  single  popular  book  upon  the  philosophy  of  living,  or  an 
itinerant,  dietetic  lecturer,  is  sufficient  to  make  dyspepsia  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  moment  the  mind  is  anxiously  turned  to  the  stomach,  the  regu- 
lar secretion  of  gastric  juice  is  impaired,  and  indigestion  follows.  In  this 
respect,  truly,  "  a  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing."  By  this  means, 
and  the  officious  interference  of  teachers  and  professors,  half  of  the 
members  of  many  of  our  colleges  and  theological  institutions  have  be- 
come dyspeptic.  The  evil  is  greatly  enhanced,  when  fanatical  leaders 
affect  to  make  a  matter  of  conscience  of  subjects  that  are  in  themselves 
indifferent.  To  teach  a  tender  mind  that  drinking  tea,  coffee,  a  glass  of 
wine  or  cider,  is  a  sin,  is  as  superstitious  and  supererogatory,  as  to  deny  the 
ignorant  the  privilege  of  eating  flesh  on  fast  days,  or  as  any  other  bigoted 
and  ascetic  rite  or  mortification.  It  is  corrupting  the  moral  and  religious 
feeling,  by  transferring  it  to  objects  beneath  its  notice. 

Let  no  man,  therefore,  judge  you  in  meat  or  in  drink.  For  every 
creature  of  God  is  good,  and  nothing  to  be  refused,  if  it  be  received 
with  thanksgiving.  Senex. 

May  30,  1836. 
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THE  BURMESE  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

[The  following  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  India  Journal  of  Medical  Sci- 
ence is  from  a  medical  gentleman  in  India,  and  is  said  by  the  former  to 
contain  an  accurate  account  of  the  practice  described.] 

Sir — I  am  induced  to  communicate  a  few  details  of  the  Burmese 
practice  of  midwifery,  in  order  that  you  may  draw  up  and  send  me  a  set 
of  plain  rules  and  directions,  such  as  the  superior  knowledge  of  anatomy 
and  medicine  professed  by  our  physicians  would  point  out,  and  I  will 
have  your  rules  translated  into  the  Burmese  language  and  circulated  here. 
I  know  not  a  more  benevolent  act  which  I  could  perform. 

About  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy  a  Burmese  woman  is  advised 
to  tie  her  t'hamien  or  petticoat  more  tightly  and  lower  round  the  body, 
just  above  the  foetus,  in  order  to  force  and  keep  it  down  as  low  as  possi- 
ble, and  prevent  its  ascending ;  which  if  it  did,  would  afterwards,  it  is 
supposed,  render  delivery  more  tedious  and  difficult. 

When  the  labor  pains  come  on,  the  woman  is  attended  by  one  or  two 
Woon-zwe  (midwives),  and  by  three,  four,  five,  or  even  six  of  her  fe- 
male relatives  or  friends,  who  shut  all  the  doors  and  windows  of  the 
room,  so  as  to  render  it  as  close  and  hot  as  possible.  She  is  in  a  state  of 
perfect  nudity,  and  being  urged  to  take  violent  exercise,  runs  round  the 
room  as  long  as  she  is  able  to  do  so,  without  or  with  the  assistance  of  her 
friends,  sometimes  stopping  and  pressing  her  loins  against  the  posts  of  the 
house,  sometimes  raising  a  heavy  weight  with  both  hands,  and  forcibly 
bringing  it  down,  as  if  pounding  paddy,  and  sometimes  falling  down  and 
rolling  on  the  floor.  All  this  time  also  she  is  uttering  such  loud  and 
piercing  cries  and  exclamations,  as  may  be  heard  in  the  street  and  sever- 
al doors  off,  vowing  separation  from  her  husband  and  wishing  for  death ; 
which  wish  the  Burmese  consider  as  a  proof  of  bad  education  and  igno- 
rance in  any  one  expressing  it.  But  the  poor  creature  is  quite  distracted 
and  void  of  all  sense  of  propriety,  and  sometimes  grossly  abuses  her  hus- 
band all  the  time.  He  is  not  admitted  near  her,  and  generally  sits  in  the 
next  room  or  in  the  street,  laughing  on  hearing  himself  abused  ;  or  if  he 
possesses  more  feeling,^  he  opens  and  lifts  up  the  lid  of  every  box  in  his 
house  as  a  preventive  against  any  charm  that  may  have  been  used  by  any 
evil-disposed  person,  and  prepares  also,  in  a  manner  which  I  shall  here- 
after describe,  some  charmed  or  holy  water  which  he  sends  in  to  his 
spouse  to  drink. 

The  woman's  body  is  smeared  with  oil,  and  her  attendants,  with  many 
speeches  of  encouragement  and  comfort,  such  as,  that  she  will  not  die, 
that  all  women  bear  children  in  the  same  way,  he.  press  down  the  child 
violently  with  their  hands,  urge  the  woman  to  strain,  and  sometimes  put 
up  a  foot  against  her  loins,  and  press  against  her,  holding  her  arms  back. 

At  last  the  woman  is  quite  exhausted  and  falls  on  the  floor.  Some  of 
the  women  still  keep  pressing  the  child  down  with  their  hands,  trying  to 
expel  it  forcibly  ;  and  there  are  instances,  I  am  credibly  informed,  in 
which  the  woman  is  placed  on  her  back,  and  the  midwife  sits  upon  her, 
or  stands  up  and  presses  against  the  child  with  one  of  her  feet !  Some 
of  the  other  attendants,  in  the  mean  time,  sit  round  the  woman,  and 
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watch  and  notice,  in  so  loud  a  voice  as  to  be  often  heard  in  the  street  or 
adjoining  houses,  the  appearance  of  different  parts  of  the  child. 

When  the  child  is  born,  it  is  still  kept  near  the  mother  until  the  after- 
birth comes  away,  to  produce  which  the  attendants  again  press  the  abdo- 
men of  the  woman,  pull  the  navel-cord,  and  sometimes  beat  her  loins 
with  a  hard  pillow,  and  force  a  portion  of  her  long  hair  down  her  throat, 
in  order  to  create  an  inclination  to  vomit. 

As  soon  as  the  after-birth  appears,  the  navel-string  is  cut,  and  the 
child  taken  charge  of  by  one  of  the  attendants,  whilst  the  others,  gen- 
erally four  of  them,  one  to  each  arm  and  leg  of  the  woman,  take  her  up, 
bathe  her  in  warm  water,  and  place  her  as  close  to  a  large  fire  as  possi- 
ble, smearing  her  body  with  turmeric  mixed  with  a  little  chunam,  and 
making  her  swallow  2  1-2  ticals  weight  of  salt,  2  of  pounded  turmeric, 
and  a  little  chunam.  A  hot  brick  and  salt  enveloped  in  a  cloth,  are  also 
pressed  against  different  parts  of  the  woman's  body  in  succession,  and 
often  a  handful  of  warm  salt  is  applied  and  even  introduced. 

This  operation  of  exposure  to  fire,  or  rather  roasting,  as  the  Burmese 
women  themselves  call  it  (mi* -ken),  is  one  to  which  the  woman  is  sub- 
jected for  seven  days,  during  which  time,  and  often  for  a  longer  period, 
she  is  obliged  to  take  the  dose  of  salt  and  turmeric  and  chunam  in  the 
proportions  before  mentioned,  three  times  a  day,  at  sunrise,  noon,  and 
sunset,  in  order,  it  is  said,  to  keep  the  inside  of  the  body  as  hot  as  the 
outside;  and  to  drink  warm  water  when  thirsty,  which  of  course  she 
always  is — and  once  or  twice  a  day,  also,  she  is  made  to  use  a  kind  of 
vapor-bath,  by  sitting  near  the  fire  with  a  bamboo  frame-work  over  her, 
covered  with  cloths  steeped  in  hot  water,  or  by  sitting  over  a  fire  cover- 
ed up  and  sprinkling  water  upon  the  fire  from  time  to  time.  She  is  often 
made  also  to  sit  on  a  heated  brick  covered  with  cloth.  During  the  rest 
of  the  day  and  night,  she  lies  on  a  plank  or  bamboo  stage  raised  five  or 
six  inches  from  the  floor,  and  only  a  cubit  wide,  and  placed  as  close  to 
the  fire  as  possible :  she  can  only  just  turn  her  back  or  stomach  to  the 
heat,  as  she  finds  it  too  great  on  either  side.  The  heat  to  which  the 
woman  is  subjected  would  be  intolerable,  but  that  she  is  every  now  and 
then  smeared  over  with  pounded  turmeric  and  water.  She  is  kept  in  a 
state  of  profuse  perspiration,  from  which  she  is  gradually  relieved  on  the 
seventh  day.  A  lady  of  rank,  during  these  seven  days,  is  known  to 
have  burnt  as  many  as  1100  large  billets  of  firewood,  but  the  usual  al- 
lowance is  2  or  300  billets.  The  wood  of  the  tamarind  tree  also  is  used 
by  those  who  can  afford  it,  as  it  is  said  to  make  the  hottest  fire.  During 
the  whole  of  this  operation,  no  bandage  is  applied  anywhere,  and  at  the 
close  of  it  her  skin  is  quite  blackened,  and  peels  off  afterwards. 

Some  of  the  Burmese  say,  that  a  crab  half  roasted  will  not  keep  so 
well  as  when  it  is  thoroughly  done,  and  believe,  that  in  the  same  way,  a 
newly  delivered  woman  cannot  expose  herself  too  much  to  the  fire. 
But  from  carelessness,  or  from  the  difficulty  of  shutting  out  draughts  of 
air  in  a  Burmese  house,  the  poor  woman  often  catches  cold,  and  suffers 
from  rheumatic  affections  of  the  limbs  and  other  troublesome  and  linger- 
ing disorders;  and  whenever  such  cases  of  illness  occur,  the  Burmese 
say  that  they  are  owing  entirely  to  the  woman's  not  having  been  roasted 
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enough  !  I  have,  however,  heard  many  Burmese  of  respectability  talk 
with  horror  of  the  customs  of  their  country  having  subjected  their  wo- 
men to  such  cruel  sufferings,  and  attribute  to  this  practice  the  cause  of 
many  women  never  having  a  second  child.  The  principal  midwife  in 
this  town,  an  active  old  Talain  woman  of  77  years  of  age,  named  Mi- 
Ngyein,  states  that  she  has  followed  her  profession  for  more  than  50 
years,  that  she  has  delivered  more  than  10,000  women  ;  that  she  is  now 
often  called  to  deliver  the  great-grand-daughter  of  one  whom  she  had 
attended  in  her  early  life,  and  that  the  average  mortality,  in  her  opinion, 
has  been  about  10  per  cent.  This,  however,  must  be  much  too  high  an 
estimate.    Her  usual  charge  is  four  or  rive  rupees. 

The  diet  of  the  woman  during  the  first  days  after  delivery,  consists  of 
boiled  rice  with  a  kind  of  very  hot  broth,  made  by  a  mixture  of  the 
liquor  of  Nigapee  or  fish  sauce,  a  large  quantity  of  pepper,  some  onions, 
and  the  root  of  a  plant  called  k'hura,  remarkable  for  its  heating  proper- 
ties. This  soup  she  drinks  by  itself,  as  well  as  taking  it  with  the  rice, 
and  it  is  so  hot  as  to  make  her  eyes  run  with  water  ;  but  it  sensibly  in- 
creases perspiration.  During  the  roasting  operation,  also,  a  quantity  of 
oil  and  salt  is  applied  to  the  top  of  the  head  with  the  hair  divided,  and 
it  is  then  held  for  some  time  as  close  to  the  fire  as  the  woman  can  bear 
it.  I  am  assured,  however,  that  during  this  roasting  operation,  although 
the  upper  part  of  the  body  of  the  woman  is  always  in  a  state  of  profuse 
perspiration,  her  feet  and  legs  below  the  knees  keep  so  cold  as  to  be  un- 
pleasant to  the  touch. 

The  mother  is  not  supposed  to  have  any  milk  for  her  infant,  until  after 
the  third  day  ;  and  to  produce  the  secretion,  her  breasts  are  rubbed  and 
fomented  with  warm  water,  and  the  nipples  pulled  and  scraped  with  the 
nails  of  her  attendants.  As  soon  as  the  child's  navel-string  is  separated, 
a  quantity  of  pounded  pepper  is  taken  by  one  of  the  attendants  in  her 
forefinger,  and  rubbed  all  over  the  inside  of  the  little  creature's  mouth,  in 
order  to  make  it  throw  up  any  phlegm  or  other  matter  which  may  be 
lodged  in  the  throat  or  lungs.  Sometimes  a  little  boiled  rice  is  masticat- 
ed by  one  of  the  attendants  and  forced  down  the  child's  throat ;  but 
usually  a  little  honey  and  water  is  given  to  it  occasionally,  which  is  its 
diet  for  the  first  three  days,  unless  the  child  cries  much,  or  the  parents 
can  afford  it,  when  some  woman  who  is  nursing  is  called  in  to  give  the 
child  the  breast,  until  the  mother  can  begin  on  the  fourth  day  to  nurse  it 
herself. 

Note. — This  charmed  or  holy  water  given  to  a  woman  in  labor  is 
prepared  by  a  person  repeating  seven  times  over  a  cup  of  water  the  fol- 
lowing Pali  words  :  Yatau-hanbhaginee  ariyaya  Zatiya,  Zatau  nabhi- 
zanami  thentseittsa  panau  Zeewita  wauraupeta,  tena  thetstsena  thotli 
te  hawtoo  thatti  gabat,  tha, — meaning,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  Pali 
scholar,  "  O  sister,  from  the  moment  of  my  having  attained  the  state  of 
an  inspired  priest  of  Boodh,  I  do  not  know  a  motive  for  depriving  any 
sentient  being  of  life,  and  as  my  words  are  true,  mayest  thou  be  at  ease, 
as  well  as  the  being  in  thy  womb."  The  Burmese  have  several  pareit 
or  prayers  used  as  a  preventive  of  evil,  but  the  above  is  called  Engooli 
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Mala  pareit,  and  was  dictated  by  Gaudama  under  the  following  circum- 
stances. 

A  bramin,  named  Aheintha-ka  of  Thawotti  (Spavasti  in  Oude),  ap- 
plied for  instruction  in  learning  to  a  celebrated  teacher  in  the  city  of 
Tekkatho,  named  Deitha  Pamoukha.  Being  a  man  of  bad  and  cruel 
character,  the  teacher  was  unwilling  to  instruct  him,  and  proposed  to  re- 
ceive him  as  a  pupil,  upon  condition  only  that  he  should  present  the 
teacher  with  1000  human  forefingers,  thus  setting  the  Bramin,  as  Sam- 
son of  old  had  been  set,  a  task,  the  execution  of  which,  it  was  hoped, 
would  cost  him  his  life.  The  Bramin,  however,  proceeded  to  attack 
men,  women,  and  children,  and  killing  them,  cut  off  their  forefingers 
and  hung  them  in  a  string  round  his  neck,  whence  he  was  afterwards 
known  always  by  the  name  of  Engoolee-Mala,  necklace  of  fingers. 
He  had  collected  999  forefingers,  and  was  in  the  act  of  chasing  his  own 
mother  to  kill  her  and  complete  his  task,  when  Gaudama  interposed  be- 
tween them,  and  converting  the  Bramin  into  a  Buddhist  disciple,  made 
him  a  Priest  and  lodged  him  in  the  same  monastery  with  himself,  near 
the  city  of  Thawotti.  Engoolee-Mala,  however,  had  become  the 
dread  of  the  whole  country  around,  and  the  cry  that  he  was  coming,  or 
sound  of  his  very  name,  terrified  women  and  children,  and  made  pregnant 
women  miscarry.  For  some  time  after  he  had  been  converted  by  Gau- 
dama, whenever  he  appeared  in  the  streets  of  Thawotti,  as  he  did  every 
morning  to  receive  charitable  offerings  according  to  the  custom  of  Buddhist 
priests,  the  women  and  children  fled  before  him,  and  the  men  chased 
him  with  stones.  Having  been  much  bruised  one  day,  he  applied  to 
Gaudama  for  protection,  and  he  delivered  to  him  the  foregoing  Pali 
words,  desiring  him  to  repeat  them  whenever  he  saw  any  woman,  and 
assuring  him  that  they  would  save  him  from  all  further  molestation. 
The  words  operated  as  a  charm,  and  they  are  now  always  used  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  evil.  They  are  considered  of  such  wonderful  efficacy,  that 
the  water  with  which  any  spot,  on  which  a  person  may  have  been  sitting 
or  standing  whilst  reciting  the  words,  is  washed,  can  charm  away  evil 
and  danger. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — As  the  remarks  attributed  to  me  in  the  report  of  proceedings  of  the 
Boston  Medical  Association  have  been  considered  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Bartlett  as 
a  personal  attack,  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  my  observations  were  in- 
tended by  myself,  and  understood  by  the  reporter,  to  apply  to  Dr.  Bart- 
lett only  in  his  capacity  of  member  of  the  Association,  for  the  com- 
mon privileges  and  intercourse  of  which  he  had  been  declared  unfit  by 
expulsion,  and  in  which  his  character  as  a  member  having  been  forfeited, 
he  could  no  longer  be  restrained  byta  proper  responsibility  in  preferring  his 
numerous  accusations.  Respectfully  yours, 

Boston,  June  15,  1836.  O.  W.  Holmes. 
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[The  reporter  would  add  to  the  preceding  explanation,  his  conviction 
that  Dr.  Bartlett  has  altogether — he  is  almost  tempted  to  say,  wilful- 
ly— misconceived  Dr.  Holmes's  remarks.  They  were  intended  and  un- 
derstood to  apply  solely  to  the  position  in  which  Dr.  B.  as  a  profession- 
al man,  stood  in  relation  to  the  Association — and  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree to  his  private  personal  character.  This  is  evident  from  the  connec- 
tion in  which  the  objectionable  sentence  appears,  and  must  have  struck 
Dr.  B.  at  once,  had  he  not  been  inclined  to  misconstrue  what  is  so  per- 
fectly plain. 

So  far  as  the  reporter  is  concerned,  there  was  no  intention  to  warp 
the  words  of  any  man  into  an  equivocal  meaning  to  Dr.  B.'s  disadvan- 
tage. All  the  proceedings  in  this  very  unpleasant  affair  have  been 
grounded  upon  professional  acts  and  misdemeanors,  and  as  yet  there  has 
been  no  disposition  (on  one  side,  at  least)  to  extend  the  inquiry  into  pri- 
vate character  and  habits.  Whether  Dr.  B.  is  in  this  respect,  viz.  ab- 
stinence from  connecting  irrelevant  matters  with  the  controversy,  as  clear 
as  his  opponents,  is  readily  determined  by  reference  to  his  published 
speeches.  If  he  should  be  at  a  loss  for  an  instance,  I  would  remind 
him  of  the  printed  trial  he  exhibited  to  the  Association,  and  upon  which 
he  founded  an  attack  upon  as  honest  and  honorable  a  man  as  can  be 
found  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession. 

The  reporter  once  more  disclaims  any  desire  of  bringing  Dr.  Bartlett's 
private  character  into  discussion,  and,  if  necessary,  will  admit  him 
to  be, 

"  Lenis  tamen,  hand  malus  ;  idem 
Doctus,  Fidelis,  suavis  homo,  facundus,  suoque 
Contentus,  scitus  atque  beatus,  secundo  loquens  in 
Tempore  commodus,  ct  verborum  vir  paucorum. 
********** 

 qui  multa  loquive,  tacerer.e  possit."] 


GRAHAMISM  ,\OT  A  CAUSE  OF  INSANITY. 

(Concluded  from  page  271.) 

Let  all  the  cases  of  insanity  that  Dr.  Lee  can  bring  forward,  with  the 
help  of  all  those  whom  he  calls  upon,  be  fully  given  in  every  particular,  of 
parentage,  life,  habits,  circumstances,  employment,  events,  &c,  and  if 
I  cannot  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  candid  and  intelligent  individu- 
al, that  the  "  Graham  System"  is  wholly  free  from  any  blame  in  each 
and  every  case,  then  let  that  system  and  its  humble  advocate  stand  con- 
victed before  the  world,  of  all  their  errors,  and  receive  all  the  censure 
they  deserve.  I  do  not  fear  to  have  my  reputation,  for  the  present  and 
for  the  future,  rest  on  the  issue. 

But,  granting  that  a  sudden  change  from  a  free  use  of  animal  food, 
tea,  coffee,  he.  to  a  diet  of  pure  vegetable  food  and  water,  might,  during 
the  temporary  physiological  depression  which  follows  the  change,  serve 
to  develope  insanity  in  those  who  are  strongly  predisposed  to  it, — would 
this  fact  prove  that  a  well-regulated  diet  of  pure  vegetable  food  and  wa- 
ter, is  not  best  adapted  to  sustain  the  highest  and  best  condition  of  hu- 
man nature  in  all  respects  ?    Certainly  not.     It  might  with  as  much 
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propriety  be  urged  that,  because  delirium  tremens  sometimes  follows  the 
abandonment  of  intoxicating  liquors,  therefore  the  habitual  use  of  such 
liquors  is  essential  to  the  mental  sanity  of  mankind;  and  water  alone, as 
a  drink,  is  not  adapted  to  sustain  the  highest  and  best  condition  of  hu- 
man nature.  The  liability  of  some  spirit  drinkers  to  delirium  tremens, 
from  a  sudden  abandonment  of  intoxicating  liquors,  is  a  good  reason  why 
such  individuals  should  regulate  their  change  with  discretion  and  proprie- 
ty, but  no  reason  whatever  why  they  should  continue  to  drink  intoxicat- 
ing liquors.*  So  also,  if  the  sudden  abandonment  of  animal  food  would 
render  some  individuals  liable  to  insanity,  it  would  be  a  good  reason  why 
they  should  regulate  their  change  judiciously — but  no  reason  why  they 
and  all  mankind  should  continue  to  eat  animal  food. 

When  the  Temperance  reform  was  first  commenced,  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  medical  profession  was,  that  men  habituated  to  the  free 
use  of  spirits  could  not  suddenly  be  brought  to  total  abstinence,  without 
imminent  hazard  of  their  lives.  But  without  stopping  to  consult  physi- 
cians, the  reformers  pushed  forward  their  enterprise,  and  demonstrated, 
on  a  large  scale,  what  physicians  would  never  have  believed  without  such 
a  demonstration  ;  and  yet  with  this  full  demonstration  before  them,  we  find 
many — perhaps  most  of  them,  still  contending  that  old  men  who  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  intoxicating  liquors,  cannot  safely  abandon  that 
habit.  A  more  fallacious  and  fatal  opinion  cannot  be  cherished.  But, 
let  an  error  get  once  deeply  rooted  in  medical  opinion,  and  it  is  next  to 
impossible  to  extirpate  it.  It  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  considered  sur- 
prising that  so  many  physicians  are  ready  to  raise  the  cry  of  alarm  against 
the  doctrines  which  T  teach. 

Dr.  Lee  asserts,  that,  "without  one  exception,  all  whom  he  has  Jcnown 
to  subsist  on  a  purely  vegetable  diet,  gave  evidence  of  bodily  or  mental 
imbecility,  or  both." 

Surely  the  Dr.  must  have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  his  acquain- 
tance with  vegetable  eaters.  Yet  he  cannot  be  ignorant  that  throughout 
all  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa,  the  laboring  men  who  are  the  most  remark- 
able for  their  physical  powers  and  for  their  ability  to  endure  protracted 
labor  and  fatigue,  have  been  reared,  and  subsist  entirely  on  vegetable 
food.  "The  case  of  the  far-famed  Caspar  Hauser,"  adds  the  Dr.,  "  is 
in  point.  Here  was  great  delicacy  and  sensitiveness — keen  susceptibility 
and  feeling,  with  weakness  of  body  and  mind." 

This  is  a  very  incorrect  statement.  For  the  strongest  possible  reason, 
Caspar  Hauser  was  delicate  and  weak  in  body.  He  had  all  his  life  time 
been  confined  to  his  dark  dungeon  in  a  sitting  posture — without  any  ex- 
ercise. He  came  into  the  world  a  perfect  infant  of  seventeen  years  old 
— in  body  and  mind  he  was  infantile,  except  in  the  size  of  his  body — he 
had  intellectual  faculties,  but  he  had  scarcely  any  mind  ; — but  to  say  that 
his  intellectual  powers  were  weak,  is  to  contradict  the  direct  testimony 
of  his  biographer  and  the  strongest  and  most  ample  evidence  of  fact. 
The  truth  is,  Dr.  Lee  confounds  a  want  of  mental  cultivation  with  men- 
tal imbecility,  and  does  not  seem  to  know  the  difference.  He  also  con- 
founds a  high  state  of  healthy  nervous  sensibility,  with  a  state  of  morbid 
irritability ;  and  again  he  confounds  the  "  Graham  system"  with  an  ex- 
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tremely  abstemious  diet ;  and  out  of  these  errors  grow  much  of  his  false 
reasoning.  "  The  brain  and  nervous  system,"  he  asserts,  "are  thrown 
into  a  state  of  irritability  and  excitability,  and  prepared  for  the  develop- 
ment of  disease,"  by  a  purely  vegetable  diet.  It  is  marvellous  that  a 
man  of  common  sense  could  make  such  a  statement.  Nothing  is  further 
from  the  truth.  The  absence  of  accustomed  stimulus  may  produce  these 
effects,  and  so  may  also  extreme  and  protracted  abstemiousness,  whether 
the  food  be  vegetable  or  animal ;  but  a  well-ordered  vegetable  diet  never 
produces  such  effects,  and  it  is  an  amusing  fact  that  the  very  contrary  of 
what  Dr.  Lee  asserts,  has  been  repeatedly  urged  by  many  other  physi- 
cians against  the  "  Graham  system." 

That  in  cases  where  there  has  been  extreme  and  protracted  abste- 
miousness, the  substitution  of  a  "full  diet  of  vegetable  and  animal  food  is 
sometimes  followed  by  a  great  abatement  of  irritability."  &lc.  I  have  no 
manner  of  doubt;  but  what  does  this  prove  against  the  "Graham  sys- 
tem ?"  or  in  favor  of  Dr.  Lee's  flesh  and  wine  theory  ? 

The  whole  tissue  of  Dr.  Lee's  reasoning  is  unfair,  loose  and  incohe- 
rent— consisting  of  very  limited  and  imperfectly  established  premises,  and 
general  inferences  extorted  from  them.  He  has  not  established  a  single 
proposition,  nor  ascertained  a  single  fact,  which  goes  unequivocally  to 
prove  any  error  in  the  "  Graham  system,"  and  yet  he  has  written  an  ar- 
ticle which,  with  the  prejudiced,  who  wish  to  believe  it  true,  passes  cur- 
rently for  the  genuine  coinage  of  truth. 

It  is  surprising  how  industriously  the  Medical'and  Surgical  Journal  con- 
taining that  article,  has  been  circulated  in  Boston,  and  the  surrounding 
villages,  and  with  what  speed  the  general  charge  of  Dr.  Lee  against  the 
"  Graham  system  "  has  travelled  over  the  United  States.  Never  did  a 
hungry  shark  catch  at  the  offals  which  are  thrown  overboard  from  a  ship, 
with  more  greediness,  than  all  classes  of  society  have  seized  and  swal- 
lowed this  precious  morceau  from  Dr.  Lee.  It  has  been  about  as  popu- 
lar and  acceptable  as  Dr.  De  Kay's  brandy  and  wine  prescription  for 
the  cholera. 

I  have  not  taken  notice  of  all  Dr.  Lee's  assertions,  because  I  could  not 
do  so  without  occupying  more  of  your  Journal  than  is  convenient  for  you 
to  allow — and  more  of  my  time  than  I  can  conveniently  spare.  I  have 
carefully  endeavored  to  avoid  everything  like  personal  severity  or  disre- 
spect towards  Dr.  Lee.  If  any  of  my  language  is  harsh,  it  is  because 
Dr.  Lee  has  forced  me  to  use  it,  and  not  because  1  feel  unkindly  to- 
wards him,  or  disposed  to  treat  him  with  severity.  I  cannot  but  believe 
that  if  Dr.  Lee  had  been  acquainted  with  me  and  the  principles  which  I 
really  do  teach,  he  would  never  have  written  the  article  which  I  have 
now  hastily  replied  to.  Indeed,  he  has  had  the  magnanimity  to  confess 
to  me  that  he  wrote  it  under  the  excitement  of  awakened  sympathies; 
and  that  on  reviewing  it  since  its  publication,  he  perceived  that  he  had 
been  too  unguarded  and  too  sweeping  in  his  statements,  and  too  severe 
in  his  personal  reflections.  But  he  declares — and  I  believe  him — that 
in  writing  that  article,  he  was  governed  by  the  information  he  had  re- 
ceived and  by  the  convictions  of  his  own  mind.  I  believe  that  he  in- 
tended to  do  right — or,  in  other  words,  that  the  motive  which  he  held  up 
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to  his  own  mind,  was  what  he  sincerely  considered  good; — but  it  is  now 
very  certain  that  he  labored  under  much  prejudice,  and  that  he  was 
greatly  misinformed.  Yet  I  can  fully  appreciate  the  humane  feelings 
which  prompted  him  to  expose  the  errors  of  a  system  that  be  sincerely 
believed  to  be  dangerous  to  the  human  family.  S.  Graham. 

Boston,  May  10,  1836. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JUNE    22,    1  8  3  6. 


MAGNETICAL  EXPERIMENTS* 

Our  friend  Poyen  is  indefatigable  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  He 
gathers  something  from  all  the  cardinal  points,  favorable  to  his  own 
views,  which  he  is  determined  shall  be  equally  well  known  to  others,  by 
writing  most  industriously,  and,  in  our  humble  opinion,  far  better  than  those 
to  whom  he  appears  to  look  with  gratification  for  crumbs. 

This  little  modest  duodecimo — embracing  the  celebrated  report  of  M. 
Husson  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  Paris — would  have  been 
a  spare-diet  essay,  if  deprived  of  the  ingenious,  argumentative  introduc- 
tion of  the  translator.  We  were  always  well  entertained  at  M.  Poyen's 
lectures,  because  they  embraced  such  a  variety  of  extraordinary  facts, 
appropriately  arranged,  and  our  pleasure  has  not  been  diminished  by  read- 
ing his  seventy-one  prefatory  pages  to  the  report.  Both  articles  disap- 
pointed us: — the  first,  by  Mr.  Poyen,  on  account  of  its  boldness,  its  logical 
deductions,  and  its  philosophical  character.  The  other,  the  heart  of  the 
book,  fell  below  our  expectations,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  containing 
just  nothing  at  all.  Every  attempt  to  produce  something  surprising,  fails, 
because  the  evidence  is  not  sufficiently  definite. 

So  little  is  known  in  this  country  of  animal  magnetism,  that  it  will  re- 
quire considerable  time  to  put  the  right  class  of  observers  on  the  track. 
The  circulation  of  this  translation  will  doubtless  have  the  effect  of  directing 
those,  who  appreciate  the  value  of  transatlantic  discoveries  in  this  unex- 
plored domain,  to  the  observance  of  phenomena  which  would  otherwise 
have  escaped  their  notice.  We  are  inclined  to  believe  that  no  great 
advances  will  be  made  in  it  here  :  we  have  not  the  requisite  ardor. 
Were  it  not  so,  the  recent  experiments  in  Boston  would  have  produced  a 
stronger  sensation  in  the  minds  of  medical  men.  However,  without 
dwelling  on  this  point,  it  is  susceptible  of  demonstration  that  the  Report, 
together  with  its  accompaniments,  throws  all  the  light  there  is  to  be  had 
on  the  unaccountable  doctrine  of  Animal  Magnetism. 


MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  current  year  : — 
George  C.  Shattuck,  M.D.  President. 
Nathaniel  Miller,  M.D.  Vice  President. 


►  Report  on  tlie  Magnetical  Experiments  made  by  the  Commission  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine of  Paris,  read  in  the  meeting  of  June  28,  1831,  by  M.  Husson,  the  reporter.  Translated  from  the 
French,  and  preceded  with  an  introduction,  by  Charles  Poyen  St.  SaUveur.  Boston,  published 
by  D.K.  HUchcock— 1836. 
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Enoch  Hale,  Jr.  M.D.  Cor.  Secretary. 

John  Homans,  M.D.  Rec'g  Secretary. 

Walter  Channing,  M.D.  Treasurer. 

David  Osgood,  M.D.  Librarian. 
Censors  for  the  Society  at  large  and  for  the  first  Medical  District — 
Wm.  J.  Walker,  Abel  L.  Peirson,  John  Ware,  Edward  Reynolds,  Wood- 
bridge  Strong. 

Censors  for  the  second  Medical  District — John  Green,  Benjamin  F. 
Heywood,  Edward  Flint,  Charles  W.  Wilder,  Benj.  Pond. 

Censors  for  the  third  Medical  District — Stephen  W.  Williams,  Elisha 
Mather,  Atherton  Clark,  David  Bemis,  Bela  B.  Jones. 

Censors  for  the  fourth  Medical  District — Wm.  H.  Tyler,  Alfred  Perry, 
Orin  Wright,  Robert  Worthington,  Asa  G.  Welch. 

Counsellors. — 1st  Department — James  Jackson,  Benj.  Shurtleff,  John 
C.  Warren,  John  Randall,  George  C.  Shattuck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  George 
Hayward,  Enoch  Hale,  Jr.,  Solomon  D.  Townsend,  John  Ware,  Zabdiel 

B.  Adams,  David  Osgood,  Edward  Reynolds,  John  Homans,  Wood- 
bridge  Strong,  John  Jeffries,  George  B.  Doane. 

2d  Department — Joseph  Kittredge,  Jeremiah  Spofford,  Abel  L.  Peir- 
son, Andrew  Nichols,  Edward  L.  Coffin,  Samuel  Johnson,  Richard  S. 
Spofford,  Calvin  Briggs,  Jona.  G.  Johnson,  Edward  A.  Holyoke,  Wyatt 

C.  Boyden,  Dean  Robinson. 

3d  Department — Thomas  Bucklin,  John  Walton,  Abraham  R.  Thomp- 
son, Timothy  Wellington,  Zadoc  Howe,  Wm.  J.  Walker,  John  C.  Dalton, 
Ephraim  Buck,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Daniel  Swan,  John  O.  Green,  Joshua 
Green. 

4th  Department — Stephen  Bachelder,  John  Green,  Edward  Flint, 
Benjamin  F.  Heywood,  Charles  W.  Wilder,  Amos  Parker,  George  Wil- 
lard,  John  Starkweather. 

5th  Department — Joseph  H.  Flint,  Alpheus  F.  Stone,  Stephen  W. 
Williams,  Elisha  Mather,  Eli  Hall,  Bela  B.  Jones,  David  Bemis. 

6th  Department— William  H.  Tyler,  Henry  H.  Childs,  Asa  G.  Welch, 
Royal  Fowler,  Robert  Worthington,  Alfred  Perry,  Hubbard  Bartlett. 

7th  Department — Nathaniel  Miller,  John  Bartlett,  Samuel  Bugbee, 
Robert  Thaxter,  Jeremy  Stimson,  Ebenezer  Alden,  Noah  Fyfield,  Ru- 
fus  Wyman. 

8th  Department — Hector  Orr,  Nathan  Hayward,  Ezekiel  Thaxter, 
Paul  L.  Nichols,  Noah  Whitman,  Wm.  Gordon. 

9th  Department — Alexander  Read,  Andrew  Mackie,  Wm.  C.  Whit- 
tredge,  Caleb  Swan,  Menzies  R.  Randall. 

10th  Department — Joseph  Sampson,  Aaron  Cornish,  Paul  Swift,  Hen- 
ry Tuck. 

John  Homans,  Rec'g  Secretary. 


AN  EFFICACIOUS  PRESCRIPTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Gentlemen  of  your  profession  sometimes  have  great  success  with 
their  prescriptions.  No  wonder  they  have  been,  in  former  ages,  regard- 
ed with  veneration.  I  am  glad  to  find  your  own  prescriptions  are  not 
behind  those  of  your  brethren — either  ancient  or  modern — in  immediate 
efficacy. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  it  was  stated  in  your  Journal  that  Dr.  Alcott,  the 
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author  of  the  Young  Mother  and  Young  Man's  Guide,  and  editor  of  the 
Moral  Reformer  and  Parley's  Magazine,  was  the  most  confirmed  old 
bachelor  in  all  New  England;  but  withal  gave  him  that  friendly  advice 
which  had  been  so  often  given — it  may  be  in  vain — to  renounce  his  celi- 
bacy. 

It  seems,  sir,  that  you  have  roused  this  same  bachelor  doctor  to  a  just 
sense  of  his  duty;  for  I  find  by  the  papers,  that  on  June  14,  he  was  joined, 
in  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  to  Miss  Phebe  L.  Bronson,  daughter  of  I. 
Bronson,  Esq.  of  Cheshire,  Conn.  Yours  truly, 

A  Reader. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  e n d i n -i  June  18,  33.    Males,  17— Females,  16. 

Of  consumption,  8 — scarlet  fever,  1 — stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1 — convulsions,  3 — decline,  1 — intem- 
perance, 1 — old  age,  3— dropsy  on  the  bruin,  3  -pleurisy  fever,  1 — drowned,  1 — hooping-cough,  1 — 
cholera-infantum,  1— cancer,  1— infantile,  2— child-bed,  1— accidental,  1— disease  of  the  brain,  1 — 
stillborn,  3. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


B.  F.  HAYS'S  EASY  CHAIR 

Will  be  exhibited  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  for  a  few  days.  This  invaluable  piece  of  furniture  re- 
ceived a  gold  medal  at  the  late /a?r  in  JNew  York;  has  obtained  public  notoriety,  and  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  every  observer,  as  being  the  ne plus  ultra  for  the  nursery,  and  not  less  adapted  for  an  arti- 
cle of  luxury,  in  the  parlor.  It  is  emphatically  the  friend  of  the  afflicted.  It  is  so  constructed 
that  the  body  or  limbs  of  the  occupant  can  be  placed  by  himself  at  any  desired  angle,  from  a  perpen- 
dicular to  a  horizontal  position  :  he  can  also  place  himself  on  wheels,  side  or  lateral  rockers,  while  oc- 
cupying the  chair,  even  with  a  fractured  limb.  It  is  easily  changed  from  a  chair  to  a  bed,  crib,  or  cra- 
dle— can  be  made  in  any  style  of  plainness  or  elegance  to  suit  the  purchaser. 

Physicians,  ladies  and  gentlemen ;  and  invalids;  cabinet,  chair-makers  and  upholsterers,  and  all  such 
as  wish  to  examine  the  article,  or  purchase  the  right  for  manufacturing, are  invited  to  call  at  the  Marl- 
boro' Hotel,  22SJ  Washington  street,  where  the  subscribers  will  be  in  attendance  to  exhibit  the  chair  to 
those  who  may  favor  them  with  their  notice.  HAYS  &.  PECK. 

Boston,  June  18th,  1836. 

MEDICAL  TUITION.  ^ 
The  subscribers  have  recently  made  snne  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anaiomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  h  ive  fiee  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvaid  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $100  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
BEORGE  HAY  WARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 


AN  EXCELLENT  STAND  FOR  A  PHYSICIAN. 

A  physician,  situated  in  a  pleasantly  located  town,  ten  miles  noftlj  of  Boston,  being  about  to  leave 
the  country,  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  stand  and  business.  His  stand  consists  of  a  convenient  house, 
bam,  &.C.  with  seventeen  acres  of  land.  His  business  is  extensive,,  and  affords  an  excellent  chance 
for  a  practitioner  of  experience.  Applications  to  be  made  to  the  editor  of  this  Journal  (if  by  letter, 
post-paid),  who  will  furnish  the  address  ol  the  advertiser.  Ifthe  estate  and  business  together  should 
be  an  objection  to  the  purchaser,  they  would  be  disposed  of  separately,  to  suit  his  convenience.  Ap- 
plications are  requested  to  be  made  immediately,  as  the  advertiser  wishes  to  leave  the  place  by  Au- 
gust next. 

May  18,  1836.  eptf. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Stunt,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  pout-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbels  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMtTH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance,  $3,50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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ON  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  progress  of  medical  science,  the  branch  of 
it  called  surgery  excepted,  has  been  slow,  compared  with  other  physical 
sciences,  and  an  investigation  of  the  causes  of  this  difference  must  be 
interesting  to  the  philanthropist  and  the  physician.  The  history  of 
medicine,  as  far  as  its  records  are  transmitted  to  us,  proves  that  its  origin 
and  gradual  advancement  depended  upon  accidental  discoveries,  upon 
the  venturesome  enterprizes  of  empirics,  upon  the  cultivation  of  other 
sciences,  particularly  of  chemistry,  and,  above  all,  upon  the  accurate  and 
careful  observations  of  sagacious,  cautious,  and  philosophical  men,  and 
the  legitimate  inferences  drawn  by  them  from  the  testimony  of  their 
own,  or  of  the  senses  of  others.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same 
means  of  improvement  will  continue  to  produce  the  same  result,  provid- 
ed they  be  not  checked  in  their  operation  by  a  wrong  education  of  medi- 
cal men,  and  by  circumstances  calculated  to  discourage  men  of  real 
merit,  devoted  to  the  advancement  of  the  science. 

It  is  a  singular  trait  in  the  character  of  some  men,  to  be  fond  of 
doubting  everything  that  is  not,  or  cannot  be  proved  by  the  same  evi- 
dence of  identity  a  geometrical  proposition  may  be  demonstrated.  This 
scepticism  has  been  introduced  frequently  by  men,  who,  unacquainted 
with  the  philosophy  of  common  sense  and  the  works  and  phenomena  of 
nature,  and  misled  by  over-abstracted  metaphysical  ideas,  extended  this 
imaginary  test  to  natural  theology,  to  morality,  to  all  physical,  and  to 
medical  science  in  particular,  and  did  real  injury  to  weak  minds,  who, 
not  used  to  examine  for  themselves,  were  easily  led  astray.  We  may 
admit  that  the  testimony  of  our  senses,  which  we  generally  regard  as 
the  best  evidence,  is  often  deceitful  or  defective,  as  it  rests  upon  the 
variable  state  of  the  medium  through  which  external  or  internal  commu- 
nications pass  to  our  senses,  the  condition  and  limited  capacity  of  the 
sensual  organs,  our  imagination,  which  is  prone  to  alter  our  sensual  ideas, 
upon  our  judgment,  which  is  not  always  correct  or  unbiased,  and  our 
memory,  which  is  frequently  faithless.  The  testimony  of  other  men, 
exposed  to  the  same  imperfections  as  our  own,  is  subject,  moreover,  to 
the  uncertainty  of  the  capacity,  accuracy  and  veracity  of  the  witnesses. 
We  may  concede,  also,  that  even  one  that  is  well  acquainted  with  all 
the  necessary  branches  of  science,  denominated  preparatory  to  the  study 
of  medicine,  has  to  contend  with  difficulties  of  a  peculiar  kind,  when 
engaged  in  the  examination  of  the  truth  of  medical  principles,  and  their 
21 
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practical  application  ;  he  has  to  compare  them  with  the  symptoms  of  a 
great  multitude  of  diseases,  which  are  variable,  fleeting  phenomena, 
modified  by  a  multiplicity  of  circumstances,  arising  out  of  the  differ- 
ences of  the  mental  and  bodily  constitutions  of  the  subjects  he  has  to 
observe ;  he  has  to  compute  the  degrees  of  variation  according  to  their 
age,  sex,  diet,  habits,  climate,  season,  &c,  analyze  the  complicated  ef- 
fects of  these  operating  causes,  ascertain  if  possible  the  assailed  organs, 
and  their  idiopathic  or  sympathetic  enemy.  He  is  often  called  by  day 
and  by  night,  in  all  seasons  and  changes  of  weather,  to  attend  to  threat- 
ening sudden  emergencies,  when  no  time  is  allowed  for  proper  examina- 
tion and  reflection,  and  his  mind  confounded  by  the  interference  of  igno- 
rance and  folly,  and  scenes  trying  to  any  man's  soul.  The  naturalist  or 
chemist  has  no  such  difficulties  to  encounter ;  he  can  place  his  objects 
before  him,  fix  his  attention  on  one  or  a  few  of  them  at  a  time,  and  as 
long  as  he  pleases,  exclude  most  influences  from  varying  his  proceedings  ; 
his  tranquillity  of  mind  remains  cool  and  undisturbed,  and  the  task  to 
improve  his  science  becomes  easy,  pleasant  and  successful. 

But  notwithstanding  these  real  obstacles  that  impede  the  progress  of 
medical  science,  its  history  proves  that  there  were  many  great  and  excel- 
lent characters,  whose  genius  triumphed  over  the  greater  part  of  these 
difficulties,  and  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  a  rich  treasure  of  principles, 
founded  upon  accurate  observation  and  correct  induction,  or,  in  other 
words,  upon  generalization  of  ideas.  This  great  faculty,  to  form  general 
or  abstract  principles,  and  our  innate  propensity  to  exercise  it  in  aid  of 
our  limited  memory,  is  the  most  valuable  gift  man  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  Author  of  his  existence.  It  enables  us  to  view  and  criti- 
cally examine  our  ideas  of  the  qualities,  conditions  and  relations  of  things 
and  phenomena,  compare  their  analogy  and  diversity,  separate  the  first 
from  the  latter,  unite  what  agrees  together  into  one  idea,  and  to  mark  it 
with  a  word  which  empowers  us,  by  the  law  of  association,  to  recall  at 
once  a  mass  of  valuable  knowledge,  thus  concentrated,  whenever  we 
want  it,  and  to  apply  it  either  to  the  explanation  of  things  and  phenome- 
na, or  as  a  law  to  direct  us  in  our  practical  pursuits.  By  following  the 
same  mental  process,  and  comparing  again  the  discovered  general  princi- 
ples, we  obtain  higher  and  higher  and  more  comprehensive  ones  ; — or, 
in  other  words,  from  single  ideas,  we  form  species  ;  from  these,  genera ; 
and  from  genera,  orders  and  classes,  and  create  a  system.  There  is  no 
human  being  that  does  not  exercise  this  innate  propensity  more  or  less  ; 
and  the  difference  between  man  and  man  in  this  respect  amounts  to  this, 
that  one  is  more  capable  of  exercising  and  applying  to  a  greater  extent 
this  all-important,  most  estimable  power,  than  the  other. 

It  can  be  proved,  that  no  science  can  boast  of  as  great  a  number  of 
illustrious,  magnanimous  and  learned  men,  as  our  science,  though  none 
is  as  extensive,  complicated  and  difficult.  The  scientific  world  is  indebt- 
ed to  many  of  them  for  their  great  and  beneficial  discoveries  in  various 
branches  of  literature  ;  but  I  shall,  for  obvious  reasons,  sketch  only  a  few 
of  those  who  particularly  distinguished  and  immortalized  themselves  by 
their  great  and  meritorious  devotion  to  medical  science,  by  their  superior 
spirit  of  observation,  by  the  works  they  left  us  as  fine  models  of  medical 
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induction,  and  by  their  exemplary  and  elevated  moral  character,  justly 
and  generally  admired  by  their  contemporaries,  and  whose  memory  is  held 
sacred  to  this  day  by  all  who  venerate  and  love  what  is  great,  noble  and 
good  in  man. 

Hippocrates  has  been  placed  at  the  head  of  our  profession  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  enlightened  part  of  mankind,  from  his  age  down 
to  the  present  era,  and  is  justly  entitled  to  the  honorable  and  endearing 
name,  "  father  of  medical  science."  With  unexampled  industry  and 
perseverance  he  examined  the  chaotic  mass  of  observations  accumulated 
for  centuries  in  the  temple  of  iEsculapius,  and  contained  in  the  tabulis 
votivis,  which  he  compared,  with  critical  judgment,  with  his  own  knowl- 
edge and  that  of  his  contemporaries,  and  drew  from  them  inferences  or 
general  principles,  with  the  stamp  of  truth  and  immortality  on  the  face 
of  them.  No  principle  in  our  general  and  special  pathology  is  more  cor- 
rect, more  comprehensive,  and  more  fruitful  of  successful  practice,  than 
his  great  and  fundamental  one,  that  the  plurality  of  diseases,  begotten  by 
antecedent  and  occasional  causes,  reside  originally  in  the  first  and  second 
class  of  the  digestive  organs,  and  that  the  early  and  thorough  evacuation 
of  morbid  gall  and  other  matter  from  the  viscera  of  the  first  class  by 
emetics  and  carthartics,  will  cure  the  greatest  number  of  acute  and  chron- 
ic complaints,  and  prevent  their  malignity  and  fatality.  This  is  the 
amount  of  the  most  of  his  aphorisms,  though  some  others  leave  no  doubt, 
in  my  mind,  that  he  understood  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to 
venesection  in  well-marked  inflammatory  diseases.  His  faithful  descrip- 
tion of  the  symptoms  and  prognoses  and  treatment  of  many  diseases,  his 
ideas  of  diet,  exercise,  influence  of  air,  of  passions,  sleep  and  wake- 
fulness, excretion  and  retention,  his  five  questions  in  examining  the  sick, 
his  doctrine  of  perfect  and  imperfect  crisis,  and  critical  days,  &,c,  prove 
his  sagacity  and  spirit  of  observation,  his  integrity  and  modesty  ;  and  his 
beauty  of  diction  will  forever  command  the  admiration  of  his  works  and 
of  the  superior  merits  of  their  author. 

Boerhaave  will  be  regarded  forever,  if  justice  be  done  to  his  tran- 
scendant  merit,  as  the  Hippocrates  of  modern  Europe.  He  highly  ap- 
preciated and  introduced  again  the  observations  and  principles  of  the 
founder  of  correct  medical  practice,  which  were  almost  forgotten  during 
so  many  ages  of  darkness,  when  even  the  few  learned  men  had  to  serve  in 
soccage  the  most  abject  superstition  of  a  despotic  and  ignorant  hierarchy. 
The  practice  of  the  chemical  school,  so  prevalent  yet  at  the  time  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  physic,  consisted  in  confining  all,  laboring  under 
acute  fevers,  in  narrow  chambers,  burying  them  in  heavy  featherbeds,  ex- 
cluding light,  cool  and  fresh  air,  prohibiting  cooling  drinks,  administering 
to  them  the  most  heating  drugs,  spicy  tinctures,  essences,  and  distilled 
oils,  with  the  design  of  producing  sweat,  by  which  abswd  and  distress- 
ing means  innumerable  putrid  and  malignant  disease^were  generated, 
and  the  lives  of  a  greater  number  of  people  destroyed  than  by  the  in- 
vention of  gunpowder.  It  was  Boerhaave  who  put  a  stop  to  this  murder- 
ous practice,  taught  and  exercised  the  rational  laws  of  the  antiphlogistic 
method,  discovered  some  valuable  remedies  in  chronic  complaints,  in- 
curable before,  and  became  instrumental  in  saving  the  lives  of  thousands. 
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His  fame  extended  over  all  Europe,  and,  as  professor  of  medicine,  bota- 
ny and  chemistry,  he  had  great  numbers  of  disciples  and  admirers  from 
all  parts  of  the  continent  and  from  Great  Britain,  among  whom  the  illus- 
trious Haller,  and  many  others,  proved  the  value  of  such  a  teacher. 
The  following  character,  given  him  by  one  of  them,  is  so  just  and  so  con- 
cise, as  to  induce  my  copying  it :  "  Vir  erat  animi  magnitudine,  morumque 
simplicitate,  probitate,  suavitate  insignis,  vere  Christianus,  in  omnes 
homines,  quin  in  ipsos  adversarios  benevolus,  in  adfirmando  modestus,  in 
refutando  parcissimus,  in  tanta  fortunarum  amplitudine,  propriae  imbecilli- 
tatis  ingenuus  confessor,  meritis  laudibus  minime  elatus,  et  aliene  virtu- 
es aequissimus  aestimator;  eloquio  valuit,  brevi-pura  et  mascula  ^dictione 
uteas  ;  summo  judicio  pollens,  et  gravus  matheseos,  historiae  naturalis, 
chimiae,  omnisque  veteris  doctrine,  artem  medican  magnis  erroribus  cor- 
ruptam  restituit.  Ingenio  et  scientia  parem  forte  secula  reddent,  sedan  un- 
quam  parem  animum  ?  Discamus  atanto  vivo,  virtatem  et  indefessam 
industriam  veram  esse  ad  forturatam  vitam,  ac  comporamus  ad  suum 
exemplum  et  vitam  et  studia  nostra." 

Cullen  richly  deserves  to  be  esteemed  as  one  of  the  most  eminent, 
learned,  and  useful  medical  characters,  and  every  medical  student  would 
be  highly  benefited  by  studying  his  classical  works ;  the  practical  part  of 
which,  I  consider  to  be  a  very  excellent  introduction  in  the  practice  of 
physic.  This  upright,  modest,  and  noble-minded  man  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  ancient  and  modern  medical  literature,  did  am- 
ple justice  to  the  merits  of  Boerhaave  and  his  disciples,  and  adopted 
many  of  their  principles,  which  his  own  extensive  experience  confirmed. 
Aware  that  a  perfect  nosological  system  cannot  be  formed,  until  the 
knowledge  of  single  diseases,  and  the  science  in  general,  attains  a  higher 
perfection,  he  examined  all  the  various  schemes  of  his  predecessors  with 
great  industry  and  critcal  acumen,  and  succeeded  at  last,  by  following  the 
strict  rules  of  induction,  to  build  a  system  of  nosology,  superior  in  clear- 
ness, precision,  and  completeness,  to  any  known  before.  Though  some 
of  his  classes  appear  natural,  he  was  less  anxious  about  them,  and  yield- 
ed even  to  the  opinion  of  some  other  eminent  men  of  his  age,  to  define 
the  genera  of  the  diseases  by  a  mere  narration  of  those  symptoms  which 
most  usually  occur  in  them,  clearly  strike  our  senses,  serve  to  distinguish 
them  from  others  like  them,  and  are  coexistent  or  succeeding  one  ano- 
ther,'as  in  intermittent  and  exanthematic  fevers.  He  admitted,  at  times, 
the  occasional  cause  of  the  disease  obvious  to  the  senses,  into  the  defini- 
tion, when  the  symptoms  alone  did  not  distinguish  it  sufficiently  from 
others  of  a  different  nature,  but  wisely  excluded  any  hypothesis  relating 
to  the  proximate  cause,  avoided  as  much  as  he  could  symptoms  occur- 
ring in  the  commencement  of  the  disease  and  not  easily  remembered  by 
the  patient,  or  such  as  depend  upon  the  uncertain  duration  of  it,  and  he 
seldom  swerved  from  the  rule,  that  if  by  general  consent  a  name  exists, 
covering  a  certain  number  of  symptoms,  this  name  should  not  be  given 
to  a  number  of  other  symptoms. 

The  great  men,  whose  characters  I  have  just  sketched,  when  meeting 
with  phenomena  they  could  not  explain  upon  solid  grounds,  had  recourse 
to  speculations,  which  they  communicated  to  others  with  modesty,  and 
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sparingly,  as  mere  conjectures,  which  ought  not  to  have  influence  in  the 
practice  of  physic.  But  many  medical  men,  in  ancient  and  modern 
times,  disposed  to  deviate  from  the  straight  and  safe  path  marked  out  by 
wisdom  and  experience,  were  lost  in  the  labyrinth  of  their  own  imagina- 
tion, and  hindered  the  advancement  of  the  science.  Some  of  them,  not 
satisfied  to  base  their  practice  upon  the  investigation  of  the  remote  causes, 
labored  in  vain  to  discover  the  proximate,  by  comparing  the  phenome- 
na of  diseases  with  anatomical,  physiological  and  chemical  principles, 
and  even  with  the  most  absurd  and  superstitious  notions,  and  became  the 
authors  of  an  erroneous  and  highly  mischievous  system  of  pathology- 
Others,  misled  by  indolence  and  credulity,  and  incapable  of  thinking  for 
themselves,  adhere  mechanically  to  the  dogmas  of  their  teachers,  and, 
as  it  often  happens,  are  governed  by  mean  avarice,  considering  their  pro- 
fession a  mere  trade  to  obtain  wealth  by  any  means,  be  they  fair  or  foul. 
There  are  others,  on  the  contrary,  who,  impelled  by  an  inordinate  love 
of  novelty,  and  destitute  of  fixed  principles,  catch  at  everything  new  to 
them,  without  consideration,  and  give  it  up  again  as  hastily  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  something  else  that  strikes  their  fancy.  Some  of  these, 
too  impatient  to  adopt  the  slow  but  safer  method  of  induction,  and  sup- 
posing the  laws  of  nature  to  be  less  in  number  than  they  really  are,  ap- 
pear ever  ready  to  build  up  new  theories  upon  far-fetched  or  imagi- 
nary analogies,  shut  their  eyes  to  all  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  treat 
those  with  contempt  that  venture  to  start  objections  against  their  favorite 
schemes.  Among  these  latter  characters  there  are  some  who  grasp  with 
enthusiasm  a  theory  or  proposition,  they  think  new,  and  cover  its  author 
and  his  product  with  such  fulsome  and  extravagant  praise,  as  to  raise  a 
suspicion,  though  probably  unfounded,  that  they  wish  only  to  appear  be- 
fore the  public  as  judges  and  protectors  of  scientific  improvement.  I 
have  seen  an  instance  of  it  in  your  Journal  of  the  27th  of  April  last, 
where  an  all-important  French  discovery  is  announced  with  all  the  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  panegyric.  But  after  reading  the  communication 
with  great  curiosity  and  attention,  I  was  unfortunate  enough  not  to  find 
anything  like  a  new  discovery,  the  discriminating  character  of  every  well- 
described  disease  in  special  pathology  being  founded  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple the  so  called  discovery  rests  upon,  namely,  upon  a  comparison  of 
the  frequency  of  certain  symptoms  in  a  disease,  with  the  frequency  the 
same  appear  in  other  diseases  ;  or,  in  other  words,  upon  a  greater  con- 
stancy and  in  variableness  of  certain  symptoms  in  a  disease,  which  was  a 
perfectly  known  principle  to  all  pathologists  in  ancient  and  modern  times, 
and  such  discovered  symptoms  were  and  are  named,  symtomata  frequen- 
tiora,  morbo  perpetua,  pathognomonica.  I  hope  the  author  of  that  com- 
munication will  not  be  offended ,  when  told  that  a  writer  on  so  grave  a 
subject  as  the  investigation  of  the  nature  of  disease,  if  he  allow  his  imagi- 
nation to  soar  far  beyond  the  region  of  sober  truth,  incurs  the  danger  of 
having  his  intellect  questioned,  as  much  as  his  taste  ;  and  that  there  are 
many  medical  men  in  the  United  States,  subscribers  to  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal Journal,  who  will  smile  at  the  strange  vagary  of  a  heated  imagination^ 
which  would  fain  persuade  not  only  young  students,  but  sedate  old  men, 
that  diseases  have  never  been  investigated'  in  any  age  or  nation,  until 
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three  French  stars,  the  brightest  in  the  constellation  of  science,  arose 
and  illuminated  our  firmament,  and  bestowed  upon  the  benighted  world 
a  most  blessed  law  of  perfect  certainty,  the  divine  power  of  which  in- 
spires us  with  the  only  true  theory,  enables  us  to  work  a  perfect 
cure  of  all  diseases  at  sight  of  them,  and  reveals  to  us  the  mysterious  re- 
lations of  medicines  to  morbid  action,  hitherto  entirely  hidden  to  man- 
kind ;  that  our  revered  Hippocrates,  Boerhaave,  Cullen,  and  other  emi- 
nent physicians,  knew  nothing  about  induction  or  generalization,  were 
ignoramuses  in  pathology  and  therapeutics,  unable  to  reason  correctly, 
and  that  their  works  are  less  than  useless  to  the  medical  student  !  What 
a  pity  that  these  great  men,  as  they  are  vulgarly  called,  had  not  the  chance 
to  exercise  their  talents  a  la  mode  de  Paris,  nor  wit  enough  to  discover 
that  leeches,  lavements  and  soup  maigre  constitute  the.  best  selection  of 
the  whole  materia  medica,  are  alone  worthy  to  be  preserved  in  the  tem- 
ple of  Hygeia,  and  the  only  true  panacea  in  existence  ! 

The  causes,  I  have  stated,  that  kept  back  the  improvement  of  medical 
science,  arose,  in  my  opinion,  chiefly  from  the  usual  method  of  medical 
education,  which,  like  the  tuition  in  common  schools,  consists  almost  en- 
tirely in  the  endeavors  of  the  teachers  to  fill  the  memory  of  the  pupils 
with  a  confused  mass  of  mere  words,  the  meaning  of  which  they  cannot 
understand.  A  general  principle  is  a  compound  of  single  ideas,  united 
in  one  by  induction,  and  then  marked  or  inclosed  within  a  word.  If  the 
student  have  even  the  most  faithful  memory,  which  is  not  often  the  case, 
and  remember  the  word,  and  the  principle  it  covers,  he  cannot,  after  all, 
being  ignorant  of  the  sensual  ingredients  of  the  composition,  form  a  correct 
and  clear  idea  of  it,  and  will  have  but  a  confused  and  obscure  impression, 
which  he  can  neither  comprehend  nor  apply  to  any  intellectual  or  prac- 
tical use.  Suppose  a  very  able  and  experienced  professor  delivers,  in 
one  of  his  lectures,  good  practical  principles  upon  the  important  differ- 
ence of  the  pulse  in  inflammatory  and  typhous  fevers,  which  surely  rests 
upon  sensual  perception  ;  is  it  in  the  power  of  the  student,  who  probably 
never  felt  a  pulse  in  his  life  before,  to  understand  what  he  hears,  or 
to  derive  any  benefit  from  it  ?  But  suppose,  and  the  supposition  is  indeed 
too  often  a  reality,  the  lecturer  be  fond  of  explaining  his  principles  by 
referring  to  the  causae  proximae  and  the  modus  operandi  of  medicines, 
the  student  will  be  very  apt  to  imbibe  the  proud  but  unfounded  notion 
that  our  science  is  a  regular  and  perfect  system,  defining  the  causes  and 
means  of  all  diseases,  to  take  mere  changeable  and  erroneous  opinions 
for  indisputable  truths,  to  fix  these  strong  and  early  impressions  in  his 
mind,  and  to  adhere  to  them  during  life.  How  much  better  instructed 
would  he  be,  if  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  he  could  early  discover, 
himself,  that  all  we  know  of  the  operation  of  causes  and  means,  amounts 
to  this — that  certain  external  causes  occasion  this  or  that  disease,  and 
certain  medicines,  we  find  by  observation,  have  such  and  such  effects, 
and  that  finally  this  experience  is  the  only  rational  foundation  upon 
which  all  practice  can  be  built. 

The  only  practicable  way  for  a  student  to  obtain  an  intuitive  knowl- 
edge of  the  simple  observations  and  experiments,  from  which  the  princi- 
ples are  deduced,  is  a  daily  intercourse  with  the  sick,  from  which  he 
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would,  as  the  following  considerations  prove,  reap  benefit  he  could  never 
draw  from  books  or  lectures  alone  :  It  is  a  fact,  that  all  we  see  with  our  own 
eyes  makes  a  deeper  and  more  lasting  impression  on  our  mind  than  what 
we  learn  from  descriptions,  and  that  there  are  many  circumstances  in  dis- 
eases and  medicines  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  give  correct  ideas — as,  for 
instance,  the  various  changes  in  the  face,  the  eyes,  the  pulse,  the  respi- 
ration, the  voice,  the  smell,  the  taste,  the  different  degrees  of  heat,  he, 
and  every  experienced  man  has,  therefore,  more  knowledge  than  he  can 
communicate  to  others;  that  in  systems,  each  disease  is  described  as  ex- 
isting singly  by  itself,  but  in  practice  they  are  found  complicated  under 
various  forms,  and  cannot  be  described,  nor  practical,  general  rules  ap- 
plied to  them.  It  is  also  well  known  that  many  observations  are  not  re- 
lated completely,  and  we  find  in  medical  books  a  multitude  of  false  or  ex- 
aggerated accounts  of  the  effects  of  particular  medicines,  originating  in 
avarice,  vanity,  credulity,  warm  imagination,  or  weak  understanding. 
But  the  student,  in  a  daily  visitation  of  the  sick,  will  acquire  the  habit  of 
observing  and  investigating  the  truth  of  general  principles  by  the  test  of 
experience,  will  discover  some  unfounded,  some  partially  true,  with  many 
exceptions  and  limitations ;  yea,  even  the  most  probable  indications,  and 
many  highly  recommended  remedies,  will  often  disappoint  and  convince 
him  of  the  uncertainty  of  theoretical  information  ;  he  will  find  how  far 
the  different  branches  of  medical  science  and  medical  investigations  in 
general  guide  towards  the  main  end,  to  the  prevention  and  cure  of  dis- 
eases. By  becoming  acquainted  with  the  whims  and  weaknesses  of 
patients,  he  will  learn  to  bear  and  direct  their  tempers,  and  mitigate  their 
sufferings,  acquire  gradually  a  skill  in  treating  the  sick  in  general,  a 
readiness  in  observing,  a  presence  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  a  firmness  and 
resolution  in  sudden  and  alarming  cases  ;  in  this  school  he  will  remain 
free  from  pride,  from  a  dogmatical  and  self-conceited  spirit,  become 
modest,  not  too  confident  of  his  own  opinions,  nor  too  ready  to  as- 
cribe the  death  of  every  patient  to  incurability.  Practically  acquainted 
with  his  limited  knowledge,  with  the  difficulty  and  imperfection  of  medi- 
cal science,  his  sympathy  with  the  afflictions  of  his  fellow  beings  will 
incite  him  to  pursue  his  studies  with  zeal,  and  to  entertain  the  hope  of 
contributing  his  part  towards  the  advancement  of  the  noble  science  he 
loves. 

I  have  been  fully  persuaded,  for  many  years,  that  our  science  would 
be  greatly  improved,  and  thousands  of  valuable  lives  saved  every  year, 
if  medical  education  were  made  mote  practical  and  moral ;  if  students 
would  be  obliged  by  law,  after  having  acquired  sufficient  practical  knowl- 
edge in  anatomy  and  studied  natural  history  and  chemistry,  &c,  to 
attend  a  well-endowed  hospital  under  the  care  of  experienced  physicians 
and  surgeons,  and  study  thus  for  a  year,  at  least,  the  practice  of  physic, 
before  they  were  allowed  to  hear  lectures  upon  physiology  and  the 
theory  and  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  If,  at  the  same  time, 
through  the  whole  course  of  their  academical  studies,  good  practical 
moral  principles  were  inculcated,  the  number  of  those  members  of  the 
profession  that  degrade  it  by  the  meanest  vices,  by  envy,  avarice  and 
slander,  &c.  would  be  much  lessened.  It  is  generally  known  that  the 
violation  of  the  great  moral  law  by  practitioners  of  physic  in  many 
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places  is  not  only  overlooked,  but  sanctioned  as  a  species  of  com- 
petition, useful  to  the  community,  and  which  permits  any  one,  who  en- 
tertains the  idea  that  his  interest  demands  it,  to  rob  his  rival  of  character 
and  living,  either  by  open  slander,  or  by  sly  and  artful  insinuations,  and 
to  enjoy  in  triumph  the  spoil  of  felony.  There  is  no  art  or  science,  in 
which  this  vile  conduct  can  be  pursued  as  successfully,  and  by  the  mean- 
est capacity,  as  in  the  practice  of  physic.  In  all  other  arts  and  sciences, 
the  improvement  of  those  that  exercise  them,  promotes  and  insures  their 
interest.  The  public  being  capable  of  judging  for  itself,  in  some  meas- 
ure at  least,  will  reward  an  artist,  who  can  place  superior  works  before 
it ;  a  lawyer,  whose  knowledge,  sagacity  and  eloquence  appears  in  court ; 
or  a  minister,  whose  addresses  make  an  impression  upon  the  heads  and 
hearts  of  his  audience.  But  who  are  the  judges  of  the  merit  of  a 
physician  ?  Not  the  majority  of  the  people,  who,  alike  ignorant  of  the 
healthy  and  diseased  condition  of  the  body,  consider  the  same  charac- 
ters the  only  judges  of  medical  merit,  whose  private  interest  it  is  to 
condemn  any  one  superior  to  themselves.  It  happens,  therefore,  often 
indeed,  that  young  men  of  loose  morals,  little  knowledge  and  capacity, 
and  without  experience,  do  supplant  their  superiors  in  every  respect, 
and  attain  their  end  by  flattering  the  political,  sectarian  or  other  preju- 
dices of  the  majority,  by  carefully  concealing  the  merits  of  their  rivals, 
and  by  traducing  the  characters  of  the  latter  on  every  favorable  oppor- 
tunity. Let,  for  example,  an  experienced  physician  of  the  same  town 
save  the  lives  of  ever  so  many,  laboring  under  a  certain  disease  generally 
pronounced  incurable,  by  means  not  known  and  employed  in  common 
practice,  but  lose  perhaps  one  in  a  hundred,  his  piratical  competitors  will 
endeavor  to  blast  his  professional  character  among  the  ignorant,  fanatic 
and  credulous  multitude,  and  ruin,  if  possible,  his  pecuniary  interest. 

The  governments  of  literary  institutions,  in  free  countries  even,  are, 
for  various  reasons  not  necessary  here  to  detail,  either  disinclined  or  too 
restricted  by  charters,  &c,  to  bring  about  a  reformation  in  the  intellec- 
tual and  moral  education  of  students,  or  to  hinder  the  violation  of  moral 
laws  among  them.  But  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  efforts  of  a  small  number 
of  wise,  virtuous  and  patriotic  philanthropists,  independent  in  circum- 
stances and  mind,  have  worked  wonders  in  the  United  States,  and  their 
sway  has  been  all-powerful  and  infinitely  beneficial  in  every  period  of  this 
nation's  existence.  By  their  influence  the  monster  intemperance,  that 
threatened  the  total  destruction  of  this  country,  has  received,  within  a 
few  years,  a  mortal  wound,  though  supported  by  long-continued  and 
strongly-fixed  habits,  and  by  mighty  and  extensive  interests.  Tt  is  more 
than  probable  that  such  noble  characters,  whom  we  find  in  every  State 
of  the  Union,  could  also  rescue  medical  science  from  its  present  degrada- 
tion, and  give,  like  Lord  Bacon,  Dr.  Hales,  Boyle,  and  other  benefactors 
of  mankind,  the  greatest  impulse  to  its  lasting  improvement,  if  they 
would  make  themselves  acquainted  with  its  theoretical  and  practical 
principles,  not  with  the  view  to  derive  a  livelihood  from  this  acquired 
knowledge,  but  to  apply  it  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  Of  all  the  thou- 
sand schemes  of  reforming  abuses,  of  exposing  fraud,  and  enlightening 
the  ignorant,  and  of  promoting  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  society,  I 
know  of  none  that  would  produce  more  general  good,  and  be  more  in- 


Medical  Application  of  Galvanism. 


333 


strumental  in  alleviating  human  suffering,  than  an  undertaking  of  this 
kind,  by  a  society  of  the  most  learned,  wise  and  virtuous  philanthropists 
of  the  United  States.  C.  L.  Seeger,  M.D. 

Northampton,  June  15,  1836. 


MEDICAL  APPLICATION  OF  GALVANISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir — I  have  lately  contrived  a  modification  of  Professor  Henry's  appara- 
tus for  obtaining  sparks  and  shocks  from  the  Calorimoter,  which  must 
supersede  all  other  instruments  at  present  in  use  for  the  application  of 
galvanism  in  cases  of  paresis,  &c.  I  refrain  from  giving  a  particular  de- 
scription of  it  at  present ;  but  as  it  promises  to  be  of  service  to  the  medi- 
cal world,  these  proleptical  remarks  may  perhaps  be  acceptable.  By  a 
self-regulating  apparatus,  the  shocks  may  be  made  to  succeed  each  oth- 
er with  almost  any  degree  of  rapidity  and  strength.  The  sensation  thus 
produced  is  quite  unlike  and  less  disagreeable  than  that  from  the  defla- 
grator.  It  will  also  undoubtedly  prove  a  superior  instrument  for  the  ap- 
plication of  M.  Palabrat's  discovery,  viz.  the  transmission  of  remedial 
substances  through  any  part  of  the  body,  by  galvanism. 

Salem,  June  18,  1836.  I  am  yours  truly, 

C.  G.  Page. 


DR.  PEIRSONS  CRITICISM  ON  MR.  GRAHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir — It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I  find  myself  obliged  to  trouble  you 
with  another  communication.  Your  Journal  of  the  8th  inst.  reached  me 
in  Northampton.  I  was  exceedingly  astonished  at  the  language  imputed 
to  Dr.  Peirson  concerning  me.  My  acquaintance  with  Dr.  P.  had  been 
limited,  but  such  as  had  given  me  a  very  favorable  impression  of  him, 
and  I  had  not  the  least  doubt  but  I  was  regarded  by  him  with  friendly 
and  kind  feelings.  I  therefore  did  not  expect  such  language  from  him  ; 
and,  indeed,  could  not  believe  that  he  would  do  me  such  injustice.  I 
therefore  immediately  addressed  him  a  line,  requesting  an  explanation. 
In  his  reply  he  says,  "  I  should  be  sorry  if  the  remarks  imputed  to  me 
in  the  Journal  of  the  8th  inst.  should  be  deemed  an  impeachment  of 
your  moral  character.  I  entirely  disclaim  any  such  meaning,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve any  person  present  supposed  I  intended  to  convey  such  meaning.,, 

The  doctor  then  requests  me  to  come  to  his  house  in  Salem,  and  of- 
fers a  frank  and  full  explanation.  I  hastened  to  Salem,  and  was  receiv- 
ed by  him  in  a  gentlemanly  and  courteous  manner,  and  received  such 
an  explanation  as  he  had  promised.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  use  the  pre- 
cise language  which  he  uttered,  but  the  sum  of  the  explanation  is  this. 
Dr.  Bartlett,  to  justify  himself  for  countenancing  Williams,  plead  that 
other  members  of  the  Society  had  done  the  same  thing  in  regard  to  me  ; 
and  in  order  to  make  the  conduct  of  those  members  as  offensive  as  possi- 
ble, he  thought  it  worthy  of  him  to  use  such  language  as  he  did  in  rela- 
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tion  to  me.  Dr.  Peirson,  in  replying  to  Dr.  B.,  in  order  to  exculpate 
those  whom  the  latter  had  accused,  endeavored  to  make  it  appear  that 
the  countenance  which  I  had  received  had  not  been  spontaneous,  but 
was  procured  by  deception  and  pertinacity.  Dr.  P.  does  not,  however, 
affirm  this,  but  supposes  it  might  be  so.  But  this  was  wholly  unneces- 
sary. Dr.  Warren  needed  no  vindication  from  the  charge  of  Dr.  Bart- 
lett.  There  is  no  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  I  have  nothing  to 
do  with  medicine — deal  in  no  secret  remedies — but  in  all  cases  where 
medical  treatment  is  necessary  in  those  who  come  to  me,  I  send  them  to 
the  physician.  I  am  a  public  lecturer  on  the  Science  of  Human  Life, 
and  it  would  be  just  as  proper  to  impeach  Dr.  Shattuck  for  countenanc- 
ing Professor  Silliman's  lectures  on  chemistry,  as  to  impeach  Dr.  War- 
ren for  countenancing  my  lectures  on  physiology.  But  if  Dr.  Warren 
had  done  wrong,  it  would  not  be  just  to  throw  the  blame  on  me.  It  is 
not  true  that  "  the  medical  profession  have  repudiated  me  as  soon  as  they 
have  discovered  my  true  character."  But  it  is  true  that  the  medical  pro- 
fession generally,  from  an  unjust  prejudice,  are  opposed  to  me  before 
they  become  acquainted  with  me  ;  and,  as  a  general  statement,  it  is  true 
that  medical  gentlemen  become  friendly  to  me  just  in  proportion  as  they 
become  truly  acquainted  with  me.  Neither  is  it  true  that  I  ever  fasten- 
ed myself  upon  any  one,  and  by  my  pertinacity  obtained  those  certifi- 
cates which  have  been  published.  So  far  as  I  know  anything  of  the 
matter,  every  one  of  those  certificates  has  been  spontaneously  given.  I 
sincerely  regret,  for  the  honor  of  the  profession,  which  I  respect,  that  a 
gentleman  who  is  so  much  an  ornament  to  that  profession  and  to  society 
as  Dr.  A.  L.  Peirson,  should  have  been  led  into  such  an  error  of  judg- 
ment as  to  do  injustice  to  an  unoffending  individual ;  and  I  am  confident 
that  he  now  equally  regrets  it  with  myself.  S.  Graham. 

Boston,  June  15,  1836. 


OPERATIONS  AT  THE  LONDON  OPHTHALMIC  INFIRMARY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  annual  report  of  this  Ophthalmic  Institu- 
tion, founded  by  John  Cunningham  Saunders,  contains  the  following  re- 
markable report  of  operations  performed  for  Cataracts  and  Artificial 
Pupil. 

From  the  1st  of  January  1833,  to  the  31st  December,  1834. 
Operations  for  Cataract  in  hoth  eyes. 


Admitted.  Result. 

By  Extraction  in  both  eyes       3    Successful  3 

By  Needle                            1       do.  1 

Operations  for  Cataract  in  one  eye. 

By  Extraction                      53    Successful  46 

By  Needle                          41        do.  40 

By  Depression                       5       do.  5 

Congenital  Cataract                3       do.  3 
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For  Artificial  Pupil                 27    Successful  24 
The  report  then  states  the  entire  number  of  operations,  and  of  patients 
admitted  to  the  Infirmary  in  1833  and  1834,  as  follows. 

Operations  for  Cataract       -                  -         -  106 

Other  operations  (Artificial  Pupil  and  others)  30 

Under  treatment  5 

In-door  patients  not  requiring  operations  50 

Total  of  in-door  patients  -  -  -  191 

Total  of  out-door  patients  in  1833  -  5277 
Total  of  out-door  patients  in  1834       -  5332 

Grand  total  10,800 

Total  number  of  patients  operated  on  in  1833  and  1834  136 
Successful  in  do.  -  -  -  -  125 

Total  of  in-door  patients  cured  of  Cataract  or  closed  Pupil, 
including  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  born  blind,  admit- 
ted from  the  25th  of  March,  1805  (when  the  Institution 
was  first  opened),  to  the  31st  December,  1834  1006 

Total  of  in  and  out-door  patients  admitted  in  1833  and  1834  10,991 

Total  of  patients  admitted  from  the  opening  of  the  Infir- 
mary, on  the  25th  of  March,  1805,  to  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1834    111,624 

Total  of  physicians  and  surgeons  admitted  as  pupils  at  the 

Infirmary  during  the  same  period  -  1290 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  above  report,  not  excepting  even 
the  immense  number  of  applicants — there  being  another  similar  institu- 
tion, the  Westminster  Ophthalmic  Infirmary — in  a  surgical  point  of  view, 
is  the  astounding  success  affirmed  of  the  operations  for  Cataract  and  Ar- 
tificial Pupil.  It  may  be  a  question,  indeed,  as  to  the  exact  definition 
implied  by  the  term  successful*  applied  in  this  report  to  the  results  of 
these  operations.  If  we  are  given  by  it  to  understand  that  the  patients 
recovered  from  the  immediate  effects  of  the  operations,  without  having 
received  any  injury  to  the  organ,  or  with  perhaps  the  power  of  vision 
somewhat  improved,  we  may  grant  that  it  is  possible.  Being  aware  of 
the  surprising  property  of  the  eye,  with  which  it  is  endowed  by  nature 
for  the  preservation  of  the  faculty  of  sight,  to  endure  severe  and  repeat- 
ed operations  without  serious  or  permanent  detriment,  we  admit  that  in 
this  sense  the  proportion  of  successful  cases  may  have  been  correctly 
stated. 

Of  133  operations,  most  of  which  are  acknowledged  on  all  hands  to 
require,  for  their  successful  performance,  much  skill,  experience  and 
self-command  on  the  part  of  the  operator,  122  are  declared  to  have 
been  successful.  Of  the  mode  of  operation  for  Cataract  by  Extraction, 
McKenzie  observes,  "  It  is  too  nice  and  dangerous  an  operation  to  be 
undertaken  without  the  utmost  precaution,  composure  and  steadiness. " 

*If  by  the  term  blindness,  we  understand  the  "  losa  of  useful  vision,"  then  a  successful  operation 
would  imply  the  restoration  of  that  degree  of  vision. 
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The  same  author  furnishes  important  "  facts  as  data  for  an  ultimate  prog- 
nosis in  Cataract,"  and  Dr.  Tartra,  surgeon  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  to  whose 
cases  he  refers,  adds,  "  that  it  is  generally  thought  that  two  out  of  five 
patients,  operated  upon  for  Cataract,  recover  their  sight." 

Dupuytren  performed  the  operation  for  Cataract  upon  seventeen  pa- 
tients by  Keratonixis,  as  it  is  called,  which  consists  in  depressing,  but 
more  generally  breaking  up  the  Cataract  from  before  backwards,  the 
needle  being  passed  through  the  cornea.  Of  these,*  "  seventeen  out  of 
twenty-one  recovered ;  that  is,  four  fifths,  plus  one,  of  the  patients 
operated  on.  And  this  result  does  not  differ  sensibly  from  that  obtained 
by  M.  Dupuytren,  by  puncturing  the  sclerotica,"  that  is,  by  the  posterior 
operation,  as  it  is  termed  by  Saunders.  But  these  operations  by  divi- 
sion or  solution  are  manifestly  less  destructive  to  the  organ  of  vision,  and 
though  slower  in  their  progress  in  effecting  a  cure,  are  not  perhaps  less 
certain,  than  that  by  extraction,  which  seems  to  have  been  the  prevail- 
ing mode  of  operating  at  the  London  Infirmary. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  be  permitted  to  express  a  hope  that  other  Oph- 
thalmic institutions  will  furnish  the  medical  public  with  the  results  of  these 
important  operations,  in  order  that  by  comparing  such  data  prepared 
with  care  and  accuracy,  we  may  be  enabled  to  form  some  approximation, 
at  least,  to  correctness  in  our  prognosis.  E.  J.  D. 

June }  1836. 
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SURGERY  ILLUSTRATED. t 

New  books,  like  strange  faces,  are  generally  sure  of  being  gazed  upon; 
but  they  require  intrinsic  merit  to  secure  a  permanent  character. 

Surgery  Illustrated  is  a  generous  volume  as  it  respects  exterior  di- 
mensions— being  a  royal  octavo  of  fine  proportions,  with  a  fair  type, 
broad  margin,  and  fifty-two  lithographic  plates.  The  execution  of  some 
of  the  drawings  is  altogether  on  too  cheap  a  scale;  the  more  beautiful 
such  illustrations  are  made,  the  more  valuable: — nothing  can  be  too  good, 
too  costly,  or  too  accurate,  in  a  manual  of  operative  surgery.  Let  it  not 
be  understood,  however,  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  be  hypercritical 
on  this  point.  In  fact,  the  very  worst  of  the  series  would  be  far  better 
than  nothing  in  guiding  the  inexperienced  operator.  The  idea  of  exhi- 
biting the  real  appearance  of  a  fractured  bone,  as  it  is,  with  the  action  of 
muscles  most  concerned  in  replacing  the  ragged  extremities,  seems  to 
have  been  a  great  improvement  upon  the  old  quarto  authors,  who  thought 
it  quite  sufficient  to  describe,  in  learned  tediousness,  the  very  things  of 
all  others  which  a  beginner  would  like  to  see,  as  well  as  read  about. 


♦Clinical  Lectures  on  Surgery,  by  Dupuytren,  translated  by  A.  Sidney  Doane,  M.D. 
t  Surgery  Illustrated.    Compiled  from  the  works  of  Cutler,  Mind,  Velpeau,  and  Blasius.  With  fifty- 
two  plates.    By  A.  Sidney  Doane,  A.  M.  M.D.    New  York,  published  by  Harper  and  Brothers— 1836. 


Surgery  Illustrated. 


337 


One  of  the  principal  excellencies  of  this  compilation  consists  in  this, 
viz.  every  operation  of  importance,  treated  of  in  the  work,  is  made  per- 
fectly plain,  even  to  the  comprehension  of  a  tyro,  by  exhibiting  a  patient 
in  the  act  of  being  operated  upon. 

Thus,  for  example,  the  manner  of  introducing  a  ligature  or  forceps  for 
the  extraction  of  nasal  polypi — the  position  of  patient,  operator  and  as- 
sistants, in  making  an  incision  for  strangulated  hernia  ;  lithotomy,  lithotri- 
ty,  beside  many  other  equally  exciting  and  difficult  operations,  are  so 
exactly  pictured,  that  a  person  who  had  never  witnessed  the  actual  pro- 
cess could  scarcely  be  mistaken  in  the  modus  operandi.  The  colored 
illustrations,  the  particular  object  of  which  is  to  explain  the  true  mode  of 
placing  ligatures  upon  the  arteries  whenever  it  is  practicable,  will 
hereafter  be  considered  indispensable  in  future  treatises  on  surgery. 
Though  there  is  a  degree  of  stiffness  in  the  appearance  of  the  vessels, 
rendering  it  somewhat  difficult  to  designate  which  was  designed  for  a 
vein  and  which  for  an  artery,  it  does  not  seem  to  require  the  same  key 
that  the  Kent  landlord  had  written  upon  his  sign — "  this  is  a  man — and 
that  is  a  horse." 

If  there  is  any  part  of  this  new  work  which  gives  it  a  claim,  beyond 
any  other,  to  the  favor  of  surgeons,  section  third,  beginning  at  the  sixty- 
fifth  page,  on  fractures  of  the  extremities,  must  be  the  one.  There  are, 
in  the  first  place,  clear  and  distinct  descriptions  of  the  external  appear- 
ance when  the  bone  has  been  broken;  and  not  only  this,  but  the  appear- 
ance when  any  process  of  a  bone  has  suffered  from  sudden  violence. 
Causes  of  displacement,  and  the  treatment,  as  practised  by  the  most  emi- 
nent surgeons  in  the  world,  follow  ;  and,  lastly,  as  though  the  feeling  of 
responsibility  actuated  the  author,  if  he  in  any  way  neglected  imparting 
all  the  information  in  his  power,  a  succession  of  diagrams  are  interspers- 
ed, truly  graphic.  These  are  superior  to  the  accompanying  pictorial  de- 
lineations, notwithstanding  their  coarseness. 

On  bandages,  bandaging,  and  the  technicalities  in  the  art  of  tearing 
cotton  cloth  into  strips,  the  doctor  has  expended  his  strength  for  nothing  : 
these  topics,  each  and  all  of  them,  are  nuisances  in  any  book.  We  have 
heard  very  learned  professors  harp,  day  after  day,  in  the  lecture  room,  on 
th«  very  important  business  of  scraping  charpie,  plumasseau  and  bour- 
donnet,  exerting  prodigious  intellectual  powers  to  impress  the  audience 
with  the  grandeur  of  knowing  how  to  roll  the  tampon,  tie  the  meche,  cut 
T  bandages,  and  some  other  similar  directions  which  have  no  bearing  at 
all  upon  the  successful  practice  of  surgery.  Every  operator  adapts  his 
rollers,  compresses  and  crosses  to  the  condition  of  things,  wholly  regard- 
less of  these  arbitrary  introductory  laws  to  the  first  principles  of  the  art 
chirurgical.  This,  after  all,  is  only  an  individual  opinion,  opposed  to  that 
of  Mr.  Cutler's  Practical  Guide.  Although  dressings  are  mechanical 
contrivances,  requiring  the  exercise  of  very  little  ingenuity,  there  has 
been  a  growing  propensity,  from  immemorial  time,  to  create  the  science 
of  bandaging.  For  ourselves,  we  fervently  desire  the  expurgation  of 
the  whole  matter  in  detail,  from  all  succeeding  essays  of  this  kind. 

Dr.  Doane  expressly  remarks,  in  the  preface,  that  he  makes  no  preten- 
tions to  originality,  "  thinking  that  the  profession  will  be  benefited  more 
by  a  compilation  of  facts  than  by  an  original  book  of  theory."  He  there- 
fore, at  the  onset,  shows  himself  an  honest  man,  which  deserves  com- 
mendation, particularly  at  a  juncture  when  so  many  are  ambitious  of  be- 
ing thought  originals. 

Another  advantage  of  Dr.  Doane's  work  over  any  other  of  modern 
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date,  arises  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  a  compendium  of  the 
practice  of  illustrious  surgeons  of  Europe.  We  are  furnished,  '  in  a 
condensed  form,  with  the  essence  of  standard  writers,  whose  productions 
have  but  a  very  limited  circulation  in  this  country — indeed,  to  many,  they 
are  inaccessible. 

With  the  highest  feelings  of  respect  for  the  talents  and  untiring  indus- 
try of  the  author,  we  sincerely  commend  his  "  Surgery  Illustrated  "  to 
the  patronage  of  the  profession.  Were  it  suffered  to  remain  upon  the 
publishers'  shelves,  it  would  bring  a  reproach  upon  the  good  sense  and  lib- 
erality of  American  medical  practitioners. 


DIFFERENCE  OF  OPINION. 

In  giving  place  to  the  following,  we  intend  to  conclude,  so  far  as  the 
Medical  Journal  is  concerned,  the  Graham  controversy.  It  has  occupied 
much  space  for  some  months  past,  and  we  regret,  that  so  small  a  part  of  it 
has  been  devoted  to  the  facts  which  alone  can  affect  the  question,  and 
which  were  hoped  to  be  elicited  when  the  discussion  began. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir — The  individual  who  was  last  week  the  object  of  Mr.  Graham's  re- 
marks, begs  leave  to  decline  the  honor  of  "  magnanimity  "  for  having 
confessed  "  that  on  reviewing  it  since  publication,  he  perceived  that  he 
had  been  too  unguarded  and  too  sweeping  in  his  statements,  and  too 
severe  in  his  personal  reflections."  His  extreme  obtuseness  of  intellect 
(when  last  subjected  to  the  inquisition)  made  him  suppose  that  there 
was  a  "  difference  "  and  that  perhaps  so  did  not  always  mean  yes,  nor 
perhaps  not  necessarily  mean  no.  Though  often  urged,  at  one  time  with 
adulation,  at  another  with  a  threat,  and  on  other  occasions  by  appeals  to 
his  interest — to  his  christian  principles  and  magnanimity,  he  never  thought 
it  expedient  to  receive  Mr.  Graham  for  his  Father  Confessor,  though  he 
at  all  times  treated  the  gentleman  with  all  the  courtesy  he  was  capable  of. 
He  might  now  show  his  u  magnanimity  "  by  correcting  some  small  mis- 
statements and  mistakes  into  which  Mr.  Graham  has  honestly  fallen  ;  but 
he  deems  it  unnecessary,  and  he  trusts  that  no  friend  will  feel  called  upon, 
in  his  behalf,  to  reply  to  that  gentleman's  performance.  "  He  is  joined 
to  his  idols,  let  him  alone."  June  23. 


STEAMING  IN  CONNECTICUT. 

A  Correspondent  in  Connecticut  gives  us  the  following  particulars  of  a 
case  which  recently  came  under  his  notice. 

Miss  E.  Fox,  aged  about  30,  had  been  subject  to  slight  epileptic  fits 
for  about  two  years,  occurring  irregularly,  sometimes  as  often  as  once  a 
month,  and  sometimes  not  oftener  than  once  in  two  or  three  months. 
She  was  importuned  to  take  the  advice  of  a  Thomsonian  in  Hartford, 
and  had  been  under  his  care  about  a  week,  when  she  died,  immediately 
or  very  soon  after  coming  out  of  the  hot  bath.  Mr.  Fox,  her  father,  in- 
forms me  that  he  saw  her  the  day  before  her  death,  and  that  she  express- 
ed a  wish  to  return  home,  but  concluded  to  stay  and  be  cured,  and  that 
he  could  not  learn  the  particulars  of  her  death,  but  the  doctor  said  the  fits 
killed  her,  for  on  coming  out  of  the  bath  she  had  six  or  seven  in  succes- 
sion, till  she  died.  It  is  reported,  also,  that  after  the  bath  she  had  the 
cold  dash  and  the  lobelia  emetic,  and  that  she  died  in  the  operation  of 
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the  latter.  I  believe  she  had  never  persevered  in  a  judicious  course  of 
medicine,  though  she  had  been  very  much  benefited  last  winter  by  taking 
stramonium  seeds,  recommended  by  a  person  not  a  physician.  She 
however  took  them  in  such  large  doses  as  soon  to  cause  confused  vision, 
and  they  were  consequently  discontinued  ;  but  the  fact  itself  of  the  im- 
provement shows  that  she  might  very  easily  have  been  cured  under  pro- 
per treatment. — One  of  the  many  soi-disant  philanthropists  of  the  present 
day,  who  had  had  the  Thomsonian  practice  in  his  family,  and  who  was 
busy  in  recommending  it  to  others,  once  told  me — what  he  seemed  to  be- 
lieve— that  the  Thomsonians  could  give  a  man  an  emetic  immediately 
after  he  had  eaten  a  hearty  dinner  of  beef  steak,  and  that  the  emetic 
would  clear  out  all  the  bile  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  stomach,  and  yet 
the  beef  steak  should  remain  unmolested.  This  man  was  not  a  fool,  but 
knew  enough  to  get  a  living  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  Conn.  Such 
people  seem  to  have  for  their  motto,  "  Credo  quia  impossibile  est." 


Anonymous  Letters. — Notwithstanding  the  frequently  repeated  request 
that  correspondents  would  in  all  cases  favor  us  with  their  names  and  ad- 
dress, anonymous  letters  are  continually  pouring  in  upon  us,  till  we  are 
out  of  all  manner  of  patience.  The  editor  pledges  himself  to  make  no 
indiscreet  or  improper  use  of  the  name  of  any  correspondent.  Authors 
of  anonymous  papers  sent  to  our  personal  address,  the  last  week,  would 
confer  a  special  favor  by  allowing  us  to  know  them.  There  is  one,  par- 
ticularly, which  is  positively  unfathomable  ;  it  should  have  been  accom- 
panied by  a  pocket  compass  and  guide  book. — For  the  favors  we  are 
unremittingly  receiving,  of  an  available  kind,  we  tender  our  sincere 
acknowledgments. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Judd,  of  the  Sandwich  Island  mission,  has 
commenced  the  preparation  of  an  elementary  work  on  Anatomy,  in  the 
language  of  the  Islands.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  author  of  the 
Class  Book  of  Anatomy,  published  about  a  year  since  in  Boston,  for  the 
use  of  the  engravings  of  that  work,  to  illustrate  the  work  of  Dr.  Judd. — 
Dr.  Dunglison,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  called  to  visit  ex-President  Madi- 
son.— Dr.  John  A.  Kerney,  U.  S.  A.  has  been  appointed  chief  of  the 
medical  staff,  for  the  southern  expedition  against  the  Indians  ;  and  Dr.  G. 
B.  McKnight,  assistant  surgeon. — Dr.  Draper  has  been  lecturing  in 
Philadelphia  on  coughs,  colds  and  consumptions. — Dr.  McCash,  of  the 
East  India  Medical  Service,  is  publishing  a  series  of  valuable  topograph- 
ical and  statistical  papers  on  the  kingdom  of  Assam,  near  the  Himalaya 
mountains,  on  the  western  boundary  of  China. — A  volume  of  343  pages, 
octavo,  has  been  published,  by  order  of  the  East  India  government,  by 
John  Grant  Malcom,  of  the  Madras  Medical,  establishment,  on  the  treat- 
ment of  a  disease  called,  in  that  country,  "  beri  beri." — Dr.  Tyler  (in 
Europe,  of  course),  is  making  astonishing  cures  of  rheumatism  by  a 
magnetic  wheel.  It  cures  more  ills  than  the  hygeian  pills. — "  Can  the 
leprosy  be  introduced  with  vaccination  ?"  was  a  question  put,  not  long 
since,  to  a  celebrated  physician.  His  answer  was,  "  The  vaccine  virus 
has  actually  the  power  of  diminishing  the  violence  of  other  diseases  :  it 
cannot  be  the  vehicle  of  any  but  its  own  infection." — A  physician  in 
Charlestown  writes  us  that  the  statement  made  by  Dr.  Bartlett,  before  the 
Boston  Med.  Association,  in  relation  to  the  wife  of  Jarvis  the  musician, 
is  "  utterly  destitute  of  truth  in  every  particular." 
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To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Bell's  "  Statistics  of  the  Insane  in  New  Hamp- 
shire," and  a  Case  of  Disease  of  the  Eye,  will  appear  next  week. 


Died — At  Key  West,  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Nourse,  of  Washington  city,  Assistant 
Surg.  U-  S.  A. — At  New  Orleans,  Dr.  George  C.  Livingston,  aged  27,  a  native  of 
New  York. — At  San  Jacinto,  Texas,  of  a  wound  received  in  battle,  Dr.  William 
Mosely. — At  the  Boston  Quarantine  Ground,  Rainsford  Island,  of  smallpox,  Mr. 
Huntingdon  Porter,  aged  23,  a  native  of  Rye,  N.  H.  and  a  student  of  the  Medical 
School  of  Lexington,  Ky. 
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Of  marasmus,  1 — lung  fever,  3— dropsy,  2— croup,  1— paralytic,  1— cancer,  1 — fits,  1— dropsy  on  the 
brain,  3— bowel  complaint,  1— mortification,  1— consumption,  5— disease  of  the  heart,  1 — palsy,  1 — 
smallpox,  1— infantile,  1— suicide,  1 — child-bed,  1.   Stillborn,  3. 
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The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
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TO    THE    MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

Improved  Surgeons'  Trusses  for  the  immediate  relief  and  radical  cure  of  Hernia,  invented  by  Heber 
Chase,  M.D.  of  Philadelphia. 

These  instruments  for  the  treatment  of  the  several  forms  of  reducible  hernia  are  now  offered  to  the 
attention  of  the  physicians  and.surgeons  of  this  city.  They  have  been  submitted  to  the  test  of  expe- 
rience, by  their  successful  application,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  under  the  immediate  inspection  of 
many  distinguished  medical  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia.  The  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
Society,  who  were  appointed  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  various  instruments  in  use  for  the  treat- 
ment of  hernia,  reported  in  favor  of  those  of  Dr.  Chase,  to  which  report  the  profession  are  referred,  as 
published  in  the  February  No.  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science.  They  are  also  highly 
recommended  by  Profs.  Horner,  Jackson,  Gibson,  McLellan  and  Rush,  of  Philadelphia — Drs.  Harris 
and  Bryant,  surgeons  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  who  testify  not  only  to  the  superior  claims  of  the  instrument, 
but  to  the  honorable  and  strictly  professional  course  of  the  inventor.  These  instruments  will  be 
applied  by  E.  W.  LEACH,  M.D.  No.  113  Hanover  Street. 

Boston,  May  18,  1836.  3m. 


B.  F.  HAYS'S  EASY  CHAIR 
Will  be  exhibited  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  for  a  few  days.  This  invaluable  piece  of  furniture  re- 
ceived a  gold  medal  at  the  late  fair  in  New  York;  has  obtained  public  notoriety,  and  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  every  observer,  as  being  the  neplus  ultra  for  the  nursery,  and  not  less  adapted  for  an  arti- 
cle of  luxury,  in  the  parlor.  It  is  emphatically  the  friend  of  the  afflicted.  It  is  so  constructed 
that  the  body  or  limbs  of  the  occupant  can  be  placed  by  himself  at  any  desired  angle,  from  a  perpen- 
dicular to  a  horizontal  position  :  he  can  also  place  himself  on  wheels,  side  or  lateral  rockers,  while  oc- 
cupying the  chair,  even  with  a  fractured  limb.  It  is  easily  changed  from  a  chair  to  abed,  crib,  or  cra- 
dle— can  be  made  in  any  style  of  plainness  or  elegance  to  suit  the  purchaser. 

Physicians,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  invalids;  cabinet,  chair-makers  and  upholsterers,  and  all  such 
as  wish  to  examine  the  article,  or  purchase  the  right  for  manufacturing, are  invited  to  call  at  the  Marl- 
boro' Hotel,  229  Washington  street,  where  the  subscribers  will  be  in  attendance  to  exhibit  the  chair  to 
those  who  may  favor  them  with  their  notice.  HAYS  &  PECK. 

Boston,  June  18th,  1830. 
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HISTORY  OF  A  FATAL  CASE  OF  HYDROPHOBIA. 

BY   OTHO   M.   HERRON,  M.D. 

Daniel  Wonderly,  a  laborer,  aged  23,  was  admitted  into  the  Commer- 
cial Hospital  of  Ohio,  on  the  evening  of  February  15,  laboring  in  the  second 
stage  of  Hydrophobia. 

Symptoms,  etc. — Eyes  widely  opened,  giving  him  a  wild  and  alarmed 
expression.  Pulse  soft,  slow,  rather  small,  and  80.  Tongue  slightly 
coated  in  the  centre,  margin  red.  Skin  moist.  Respiration  natural. 
Great  aversion  to  the  sieht  of  water.  When  ur2;ed  to  drink  some,  insists 
upon  having  it  brought  up  behind  him.  He  then  reaches  around  for  the 
cup,  and  swallows  in  the  utmost  haste  and  terror.  The  lower  jaw  is  in 
continued  motion,  as  if  to  retain  its  mobile  condition,  and  resist  spasm. 
Fauces  dry,  and,  perhaps,  of  a  little  deeper  red  than  natural.  Conjunc- 
tiva of  the  right  eye  injected.  Eyes  moist.  When  questioned  as  to  the 
seat  of  his  distress,  he  could  give  it  no  definite  location.  Says  his  head 
is  clear,  and  no  tenderness  of  the  thorax  or  abdomen  could  be  detected. 
At  the  time  of  his  admission  he  could  articulate,  but  his  voice  was  ex- 
tremely hoarse.  His  voice  diminished  into  a  whisper,  which  ultimately 
subsided  into  almost  perfect  aphonia.  Insane  at  intervals,  with  slight 
convulsive  paroxysms.  Tart,  antimony  was  given  in  divided  doses,  every 
15  minutes,  until  he  took  gr.  viij.,  but  without  apparent  effect.  Chlor. 
Hyd.,  gr.  xxx.  and  G.  Opii,  gr.  iij.,  repeated  every  two  hours.  16. — 
No  visible  change.  The  principal  internal  medicine  used  to-day,  in  addition 
to  the  above,  was  extract  Belladonnae,  gr.  j.,  every  hour;  but  no  nar- 
cotic effect  was  induced.  At  4,  P.  M.3  a  discbarge  of  saliva  commenced 
from  the  mouth,  which  increased.  He  made  continual,  but  ineffectual 
attempts  to  throw  it  from  him.  At  between  6  and  7,  P.  M.  his  pulse 
was  feeble  and  hurried,  respiration  labored,  and  40.  The  disorder  of 
the  respiration  seemed  more  like  the  effect  of  fear  than  of  disease.  Uri- 
nary evacuation  copious.  A  sour  and  peculiar  effluvium  emanates  from 
his  body.  Eyes  of  a  light  green  color,  swimming  in  moisture  ;  opened 
to  the  utmost ;  the  conjunctiva  of  the  right  one  highly  injected,  and  the 
pupil  dilated  more  than  the  left.  Sees  the  surrounding  objects  distinct- 
ly enough.  Expresses  extreme  concern  for  his  wife  and  family.  Calls 
most  piteously  upon  his  Maker  to  relieve  him,  and  entreats  those  around 
to  kill  him  out  of  his  torment.  His  brother-in-law  came  in  at  8  o'clock, 
— recognized  and  spoke  to  him  as  soon  as  he  entered  the  room.  At 
this  time  his  countenance  was  expressive  of  the  most  excessive  fright 
22 
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and  horror.  Calls  piteously  and  perpetually  upon  heaven  for  relief 
Respiration  within  the  last  two  hours  accelerated  in  frequency  (not  count- 
ed) ;  is  not  more  labored  than  previously,  but  the  inspirations  are  dimin- 
ished in  quantity,  and  seem  as  if  confined  to  the  superior  pulmonary  lobes. 
Spumous  discharge  from  the  mouth  increased.  He  died  at  ten  o'clock, 
this  evening.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  frightful  picture  of 
anguish  than  was  presented  in  his  case.  There  were  but  occasional 
aberrations  of  intellect  ;  so  that  with  the  utmost  imaginable  suffering, 
there  was  combined  a  consciousness  almost  perfect. 

Post- Mortem  (eighteen  hours  after  death). 

Countenance  distorted  into  an  agonized  expression. 

Head.  The  scalp  was  removed  without  the  loss  of  a  drop  of  blood. 
Two  ecchymoses,  about  the  size  of  a  shilling,  on  the  parietal  bone  of  the 
right  side,  near  the  junction  of  the  coronal  and  sagittal  sutures.  Sup- 
posed to  have  been  produced  by  external  wound.  Dura  mater  healthy. 
The  longitudinal  sinus  contained  the  usual  quantity  of  venous  blood. 
Arachnoid — no  perceptible  lesion.  Pia  mater — the  vessels  upon  the 
surface  of  the  left  hemisphere  considerably  distended.  Those  on  the 
right  less  so.  Cerebral  substance  somewhat  softened.  Upon  making  a 
section,  the  cineritious  matter  presented  an  ordinary  appearance  as  to 
color  and  depth.  The  medullary  studded  with  innumerable  red  points. 
The  ventricles  contained  a  small  quantity  of  reddish  serum,  perhaps  in 
all  5  or  6  drachms.  The  choroid  plexus  of  a  darker  brown  and  more 
granular  than  natural.  The  vessels  of  the  velum  interpositum  were  very 
unusually  distended.  Corpora  striata  and  optic  chalami  presented  no 
abnormal  appearance,  save  the  ramollissement,  which  was  common  to 
the  whole  structure.  Pineal  gland  a  shade  darker  than  natural;  the 
color  was  a  pretty  good  purple.  The  turbercula  quadrigemina,  corpora 
albicantia,  petuitary  gland,  and  pons  varolii,  were  carefully  examined, 
but  exhibited  no  diseased  aspect  differing  from  that  of  the  cerebrum  in 
general.  The  cerebellum  less  consistent  than  the  cerebrum.  I  believe 
this  is  invariably  the  case  in  fresh  subjects.  The  cineritious  substance 
of  a  brighter  red  than  that  of  the  cerebrum. 

The  medulla  spinalis  was  cut  off  as  low  down  as  it  could  be  reached 
with  the  knife,  and  examined  with  all  .possible  care,  but  no  morbid  ap- 
pearance could  be  seen.  Thorax — both  lungs  exceedingly  engorged,  so 
that  there  was  scarcely  a  perceptible  collapse  when  the  sternum  and 
costal  cartilages  were  removed.  No  adhesion.  No  effusion  into  the 
cavity  of  the  pleura.  Emphysematous  vesicles  in  several  places  upon 
the  exterior  surface,  but  most  numerous  in  the  interstices  of  the  lobes. 
A  small  effusion  of  lymph  at  the  lower  border  of  the  inferior  lobe  of  the 
right  lung.  Effused  a  ruddish  serosity  when  incised.  Heart  sound. 
Large  arteries  sound.    No  escape  of  air  from  them. 

Trachea  and  bronchia.  The  lining  membrane  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  trachea  was  pale  and  tumefied.  The  pouches  of  morgagni  filled  up, 
and  the  parts  in  the  immediate  region  so  swollen  as  to  destroy  the  possi- 
bility of  healthy  function  in  this  part,  and  to  account  clearly  for  the  diffi- 
culty in  articulating.  At  about  two  thirds  of  the  way  down  the  trachea, 
the  membrane  abruptly  assumed  a  dark  brown  color,  and  was  covered 
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with  a  layer  of  tenacious  mucus,  colorless  on  the  surface,  but  having, 
beneath,  a  reddish  lymphatic  secretion,  which  gave  the  membrane  its 
peculiar  hue.  This  adhered  firmly  to  the  membrane,  which  was  easily 
abraded  by  a  scrape  of  the  scalpel.  This  disorganization  was  traced 
into  the  most  minute  ramifications  of  the  bronchia  that  could  be  ex- 
amined. 

Pharynx.  At  the  upper  part,  the  mucous  membrane  arid,  and  ex- 
tremely pale.  Towards  the  middle,  the  calibre  exceedingly  contracted 
— the  handle  of  a  small  scalpel  was  passed  down  with  difficulty.  At 
this  part,  the  membrane  is  traversed  by  numerous  longitudinal  corruga- 
tions, and  incrusted  by  a  stratum  of  doughy  albuminoid  matter  of  such 
a  consistence  as  to  be  rolled  into  little  cylinders  between  the  fingers. 
At  the  portion  lying  contiguous  to  the  larynx,  this  crust  had  a  dark  dis- 
coloration. Beneath  this  part,  which  embraces,  perhaps,  three  inches, 
the  pharynx  gradually  assumes  its  natural  aspect. 

Stomach.  About  a  gill  of  green  and  foetid  fluid  in  this  viscus.  A 
number  of  round  excavations  were  scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  from  the  size  of  a  pin  head  to  that  of  a  large  pea ;  most  nu- 
merous toward  the  pyloric  extremity  of  the  greater  curvature,  and  not 
having  an  appearance  of  recent  ulceration. 

Liver,  spleen,  kidneys  and  small  intestines,  healthy.  Colon  and  rec- 
tum have  the  well  marked  traces  of  an  old  diarrhoea.  Bladder  healthy 
and  empty. 

The  par  vagum  was  carefully  and  minutely  examined,  and  presented 
no  diseased  aspect,  either  in  the  neurilemma  or  fibre. 

Glands.  Sublingual,  parotid,  and  submaxillary,  exhibited  no  trace, 
whatever,  of  morbid  change. 

Considerable  pains  were  taken  to  obtain  an  accurate  history  of  the 
case  up  to  the  time  of  his  admission.  The  following  are  the  facts  that 
may  be  relied  upon,  as  related  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  employer  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  several  of  his  relatives,  all  of  whom  live  between  three  and 
four  miles  from  the  city.  On  the  22d  January,  the  patient  was  bitten 
near  the  metacarpal  joint  of  the  little  finger,  by  a  small  female  lap-dog. 
It  was  so  unusual  an  occurrence,  as  to  excite  suspicion.  She  was  watch- 
ed, and  observed  to  bite  a  puppy  not  long  after.  The  puppy  was  con- 
fined, went  mad  in  nine  days,  and  died.  No  mad  dog  had  been  heard 
of  in  the  vicinity  for  years,  besides  this  one.  He  applied,  soon  after  his 
bite,  to  a  steam  doctor ;  next  tried  the  mad  stone  ;  next  posted  off  to 
an  Indian  doctor,  living  at  a  considerable  distance,  and  finally  sent  for  a 
regular  doctor.  After  subjecting  himself  to  the  multifarious  and  diverse 
plans  of  treatment  prescribed  successively  by  his  doctors,  he  believed  he 
was  safe,  and  went  to  his  regular  employment.  Up  to  this  time  he  felt 
no  symptoms  that  alarmed  him,  except  a  vertigo,  which  visited  him  al- 
most daily,  until  a  short  time  previous  to  the  attack.  He  worked  for  a 
few  days  ;  but  on  the  21st  he  felt  a  dull  pain,  in  the  wound,  at  the 
point  where  he  was  bitten.  This  gradually  ascended  the  arm,  communi- 
cating a  sensation  of  dull  heavy  uneasiness,  entered  the  body,  and  was 
then  felt  in  like  manner  through  the  left  side,  and  finally  throughout  the 
body.    He  now  (the  morning  of  the  22d  day),  first  manifested  the  pa- 
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tbognomonic  symptom — abhorrence  of  water.  He  came  to  the  Hospital 
four  days  after  the  invasion  of  the  second  stage  of  the  disease. 

The  true  nature  of  the  hydrophobic  virus  has  long  been  a  subject  of 
interest  and  speculation.  The  experiments  of  Magcndie  and  Breschet 
demonstrate  the  fact,  that  the  peculiar  poison  which  gives  rise  to  this 
disease  is  contained  in  the  salivary  secretion  which  is  so  abundantly  dis- 
charged from  the  mouth  of  the  patient.  They  inoculated  two  healthy 
dogs  with  the  saliva  from  the  mouth  of  a  dying  patient,  one  of  which  be- 
came rabid  in  44  days,  and  the  other  in  75.  The  specific  virus  of  rabies 
is  mixed  in  some  manner  with  the  saliva,  but  no  analysis  has,  as  yet,  been 
equivalent  to  its  demonstration.  In  a  practical  point  of  view,  its  discov- 
ery is  infinitely  less  desirable  than  that  of  its  antidote.  Our  microscopic 
school  of  philosophers  would  doubtless  regard  it  as  unequivocally  ani- 
malcular,  as  they  do  the  proximate  cause  of  variola,  yellow  fever,  and 
all  other  diseases.  Why  is  it  that  the  hydrophobic  virus,  in  like  manner 
with  that  of  most  other  diseases,  may  pass,  harmless,  through  all  other 
parts  of  the  animal  structure,  and  exert  its  terrible  morbific  agency  upon 
particular  organs  ?  Tt  is  indubitably  certain  that  there  exists  a  correspon- 
dence between  certain  poisonous  substances  that  pervade  the  kingdoms 
of  nature  in  various  forms,  and  particular  organs  and  functions  of  the 
animal  system  ;  and  that  in  this  correspondence  lies  the  deep  secret  of 
the  specific  agency  of  the  morbific  as  well  as  curative  substances ;  and 
hence,  the  Homoeopathic  system  is  pregnant  with  at  least  one  truth  that 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  medicine.  This  correspondence  of  the 
active  ingredients  of  nature  with  the  various  structures  and  functions  of 
the  human  system,  presents  an  arena  for  the  research  and  labor  of  medi- 
cal savans  which  is  beginning  to  be  traversed  with  hopeful  assiduity. 

The  fear  of  water,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  desire  to  drink,  may  be 
physically  and  pathologically  accounted  for  by  the  morbid  appearances 
on  dissection.  We  have  a  portion  of  the  pharynx  exceedingly  dry,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  so  contracted  and  disorganized  as  to  prevent  deglutition. 
Death,  in  the  preceding  case,  resulted  from  the  pulmonary  congestion, 
attended  by  the  diseased  condition  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  air 
passages. 

How  far  the  disorganization  of  the  stomach  was  connected  with  the 
original  disease,  is  extremely  uncertain. 

If  the  inflammation  of  the  pharynx  was  a  consequence  of  its  contigui- 
ty to  the  larynx,  why  were  not  other  contiguous  parts  involved  ? 

Is  it  highly  probable  that  the  brain  suffers  in  this  disease  only  symp- 
tomatically  ? — Western  Medical  Journal. 


N/EVI  MATERNI. 

[In  several  of  the  late  numbers  of  the  U.  S.  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  an  interesting  discussion  has  been  carried  on  between  our  cor- 
respondent "  Celsus,"  and  John  Stearns,  M.D.  of  New  York,  on  the 
subject  of  Nacvi  Malerni.  We  select  the  following  remarks  of  the  for- 
mer, which  cornraeud  themselves  to  the  attention  of  medical  men. J 
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It  is  by  no  means  intended  to  deny,  that  the  functions  of  the  uterus 
are  as  liable  to  be  influenced  by  extreme  mental  emotion,  as  those  of  most 
other  organs,  or  that  the  development  and  growth  of  the  foetus  may  not 
be  injured,  checked,  or  destroyed,  by  very  strong  affections  of  the  mind. 
Tt  must,  however,  be  a  vastly  rarer  occurrence  than  is  usually  supposed  ; 
for  nothing  is  more  common  than  mental  uneasiness  and  distressing  fore- 
bodings, among  gravid  women,  without  producing  the  least  sensible  effect 
on  their  offspring.  The  laws  of  reproduction  act  with  such  a  predomi- 
nant force  and  constancy,  that  they  are  seldom  essentially  deranged, 
without  some  very  efficient  cause.  The  plan  and  superintending  care  of 
Providence,  in  this  respect,  would  be  well  worth  the  attention  of  writers 
upon  natural  theology,  such  as  Paley,  and  the  authors  of  the  Bridgewa- 
ter  treatises.  Nor,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  will  there  be  any  ques- 
tion made,  but  that  the  sight  of  the  turtle  was  the  cause  of  this  case  of 
deformity.*  All  that  is  contended  for,  as  respects  the  point  under  ex- 
amination, is  this,  that  the  sudden  sight  of  a  rattlesnake  was  just  as  liable 
to  produce  the  same  injury.  If  the  author  is  understood,  he  is  supposed 
to  maintain,  that  if  the  object  of  surprise  had  been  a  rattlesnake,  the 
child  would  have  resembled  a  rattlesnake,  or  would  have  been  liable  to 
have  had  the  mark  of  the  snake,  or  of  his  rattle,  on  some  part  of  the 
body.  He  does  not  go  so  far,  according  to  the  common  idea,  as  to  say 
that  it  would  be  on  the  same  part  of  the  body,  as  that  of  her  own  upon 
which  the  mother  first  laid  her  hand,  after  the  sight  or  its  consequent 
surprise. 

Were  not  monstrosities,  comparatively,  so  rare,  they  might  probably 
be  as  easily  classified  as  any  other  productions  of  nature,  and  be  found 
to  be  subject  to  the  same  unerring  laws.  In  fact  many  of  them  have  al- 
ready been  satisfactorily  traced,  by  the  French  and  other  foreign  natural- 
ists. An  eye  is  never  placed  in  a  foot,  a  heart  is  not  enveloped  in  the 
cranium,  and — notwithstanding  the  currency  of  many  fabulous  stories — 
there  is  not  the  slightest  proof  that  one  species  is  ever  substituted  for 
another. 

Man  is  subject  to  greater  variation  of  circumstances  than  any  other 
creature  within  our  knowledge,  and  yet,  in  his  reproduction,  there  are 
probably  fewer  deviations  from  the  general  rule,  than  in  any  other  form- 
ation in  which  there  is  so  constant  and  so  rapid  a  succession.  In  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  we  cannot  take  a  step  into  a  garden  or  cultivated 
field,  without  meeting  with  double  flowers,  and  other  anomalies.  Imper- 
fect crystallizations,  and  misplaced  stratifications,  among  minerals,  are 
probably  more  numerous  than  regular  formations.  It  is  a  law,  if  I  may 
so  say,  that  a  large  proportion  of  both  these  kingdoms  should  be  abnor- 
mal. Happily,  these  deviations  from  the  common  standard  are  rare  in 
the  human  species,  and  confined  within  relatively  narrow  limits.  The 
principal  reason  of  this  undoubtedly  is,  the  very  slight  connection — in  cer- 
tain points  of  view — that  exists  between  the  mother  and  the  foetus.  Af- 
ter conception,  as  well  as  after  birth,  the  former  is  little,  if  anything,  more 
than  the  nurse  of  the  latter.    The  insensibility  of  the  umbilical  cord  is 


*  Mentioned  iit  the  IT.  S.  Medical  aud  Surgical  Journal,  March,  1836,  page  2G3. 
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such,  that  the  offspring  neither  feels  directly  the  pain  of  the  parent,  nor 
the  parent  the  pain  of  the  offspring  ;  and  there  are  strong  grounds  to 
suppose,  that  the  sympathies  between  the  two  are  no  greater — they  are 
perhaps  less — than  when  the  child  is  nursing  at  the  breast. 

The  nisus  formationis,  or  reproductive  effort,  however,  in  man,  as 
well  as  in  the  brute  and  vegetable  creation,  is  occasionally  disturbed  and 
its  operations  deranged.  Man,  as  an  organized  being,  is  subject  to  the 
same  laws  as  these  other  two  departments  in  nature.  As  the  subject  un- 
der consideration  is  confined  to  organization  merely,  it  is  a  matter  entire- 
ly gratuitous,  in  this  respect,  to  suppose  him  to  be  governed  by  any  oth- 
er laws.  If  his  formation  was  acted  upon  by  a  greater  number  of  causes, 
we  should  consequently  suppose  him  to  exhibit  a  greater  number  of  defects. 
If  a  cause,  so  whimsical  and  inconstant  as  the  imagination,  is  to  be  taken 
into  the  account,  he  would  be  exposed  to  incessant  and  innumerable  de- 
viations in  his  structure,  and  his  whole  conformation  would  be  the  sport 
of  whim  and  caprice.  The  general  rule  is  directly  the  reverse  of  this 
hypothesis.  Of  all  the  abnormal  conformations,  which  are  so  much 
dreaded  by  the  mother,  and  which  formerly,  like  other  vulgar,  barbarous, 
and  unphilosophical  prejudices  and  superstitions,  were  universally  believ- 
ed, in  a  superstitious  age,  not  one  in  a  thousand — probably  not  one  in 
millions — is  ever  known  to  occur. 

The  origin  of  the  idea,  that  the  imagination  of  the  mother  is  liable  to 
mark  her  offspring,  is  not  unphilosophical,  however,  but  may  be  account- 
ed for  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  as  suggested  by  Denman  and  others. 
In  a  barbarous  state  of  society,  where  women  were  usually  the  slaves  of 
men,  they  were  as  dexterous  in  managing  their  lords,  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, as  they  are  now  in  a  refined  age.  No  happier  expedient  could 
probably  be  devised,  than  that  of  longings  and  marks,  to  induce  their  hus- 
bands to  treat  them  with  tenderness  during  the  period  of  utero-gestation. 
The  same  plan  is  now  obviously  resorted  to,  in  many  instances,  by  the 
poor,  to  excite  the  compassion  of  the  wealthy.  It  would  be  easy  to 
mention  women  within  my  knowledge,  who,  when  gravid,  long  for  almost 
every  delicacy  in  the  neighborhood.  For  the  same  reason,  cases  of 
feigned  pregnancy  have  been  known. 

Previous  to  the  time  of  quickening,  the  foetus  appears  to  be  in  a  vege- 
tative state,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  proof  that  either  of  the  senses  is 
developed.  There  can  be  very  little  doubt,  that  most  of  the  cases  of 
mal-conformation  are  produced  during  this  period.  After  quickening,  the 
laws  of  animal  life  appear  to  be  gradually  superadded  to  those  of  vege- 
tative existence.  The  statutes  of  most  civilized  countries,  therefore, 
make  an  important  distinction,  with  respect  to  the  degree  of  criminality  of 
producing  an  abortion,  in  these  two  different  periods.  At  any  rate,  we 
know  that  after  quickening,  the  parts  of  the  foetus,  in  general,  are  pretty 
well  developed,  and  are  not  very  liable  to  any  important  changes.  If 
the  child  were  to  be  affected — except  merely  as  a  matter  of  shock,  con- 
cussion, or  physical  violence — by  the  emotions  of  the  mother,  we  should 
undoubtedly  suppose  it  to  take  place  most  frequently,  when  the  two  be- 
ings were  most  nearly  alike,  and  most  liable  to  the  same  kind  of  sympa- 
thies, and  that  mind  would  not  be  likely  to  make  an  impression  upon 
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vegetative  matter,  any  more  in  utero,  than  in  any  other  states  of  vegeta- 
tive existence. 

In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  the  supposed  coincidences  of 
longings  and  frights  with  marks  snd  monstrosities,  upon  a  close,  philo- 
sophical investigation,  are  found  to  be  whimsical  in  the  highest  degree, 
and  cannot  be  traced,  without  indulging  the  crudest  vagaries  of  fancy. 
A  rule,  which  will  not  apply  to  one  case  in  a  hundred,  for  all  precaution- 
ary or  practical  purposes,  is  worse  than  no  rule  at  all,  as  it  worries  the 
mind  about  a  possible  contingency,  which,  like  accidents  from  lightning, 
earthquakes,  and  tornadoes,  it  is  more  happy  for  us  to  forget  and  despise, 
than  to  anticipate.  Such  apprehensions,  when  habitually  indulged,  tor- 
ment us  by  keeping  us  in  a  state  of  dread,  when  there  is  no  adequate 
cause  of  fear. 

From  the  nature  of  this  subject,  allowing,  with  the  author  of  the 
11  Remarks,"  that  the  foetus  is  sometimes  influenced,  in  its  formation,  by 
the  imagination  of  the  mother,  what  possible  advantage  can  there  arise 
from  the  publication  of  such  rare  cases,  which  are  mere  exceptions  to 
the  general  rule  ?  They  only  show  that  in  these  instances,  as  in  many 
other  circumstances,  there  are  accidents  which  no  human  sagacity  can 
avoid.  At  the  present  day,  no  one  need  be  told  that  it  is  the  part  of 
humanity  to  treat  a  gravid  woman  with  tenderness.  She  has  reason 
enough  for  anxiety,  without  being  alarmed  by  the  report  of  every  possi- 
ble contingency.  Such  information  would  be  of  very  little  more  service 
to  obstetrical  practitioners. 

The  case,  which  is  the  cause  of  these  desultory  strictures,  was  one  be- 
longing to  the  author's  second  class — deficiency  of  development.  As 
far  as  the  argument  is  concerned,  we  may  readily  allow,  that  the  nisus 
formativus  was  deranged  in  its  operations,  by  the  fright  from  the  sight  of 
the  turtle.  Neither  arms,  legs,  nor  nose  were  developed,  and  the  matter 
which  might  have  formed  them,  it  seems,  was  supposed  to  be  deposited  on 
the  back.  Jt  is  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  in  this  instance,  as  in  most  cases 
of  the  kind,  the  examination  appears  to  have  been  hurried  and  superficial, 
unattended  with  that  minute  scrutiny,  and  that  scientific  inspection,  which 
are  always  necessary  for  the  formation  of  just  philosophical  principles. 
Our  deductions,  therefore,  must  unfortunately  be  as  loose  and  indefinite 
as  the  data.  We  are  still  referred  back  to  the  question — Was  the  fright 
from  the  sight  of  the  tortoise,  allowing  that  it  deranged  the  nisus  forma- 
tivus. any  more  likely  to  produce  this  specific  defect,  than  if  it  had  been 
occasioned  by  any  other  hideous  spectacle  ?  If  we  allow  the  fancied 
resemblance  to  have  been  ever  so  perfect,  the  most  that  we  can  make 
of  it,  is  one  of  those  rare  coincidences,  which  happen  so  seldom  as  de- 
servedly to  have  no  weight,  when  we  are  reasoning  from  cause  to  effect. 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  reiterating  the  sense  of  the  obligations, 
which,  in  common  w  ith  the  medical  public,  I  am  under  to  the  venerable 
author  of  the  "  Remarks,"  for  his  discoveries  and  improvements  in  one 
of  the  most  important  branches  of  our  art.  I  should  not,  probably,  have 
troubled  the  profession  with  these  crude  suggestions,  had  the  original  ar- 
ticle come  from  an  inexperienced  or  junior  member  of  the  faculty.  I  by 
no  means  feel  the  less  cordial  to  him,  because  I  apprehend  he  may  pos- 
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sibly  have  mistaken  an  occasional  coincidence  for  a  case  of  philosophical 
causation,  it  being  the  common  source  of  all  theoretical  errors.  Instead 
of  being  surprised  by  such  solitary,  casual  occurrences,  with  me  the 
wonder  is,  that,  in  the  chapter  of  accidents,  they  should  be  so  extremely 
rare.  Celsus. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  INSANE  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

BY   DR.  BELL,   OF   BERRY,   N.  H. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  subject  of  an  Insane  Asylum  has  been  before  the  Legislature  of 
this  State  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1832,  with  a  view  to  accurate  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  number  and  condition  of  the  Insane,  the  Select- 
men of  the  towns  were  directed  to  return  all  the  facts  on  this  subject. 
Another  return  was  directed  in  1834,  and  again  in  1836.  The  last  was 
made  by  gentlemen  to  whom  a  circular  had  been  addressed  by  a  Legisla- 
tive Committee,  and  is  much  more  full  and  explicit  than  those  formerly 
made. 

At  the  recent  session  of  the  Legislature,  having  been  one  of  a  special 
committee  to  which  the  entire  subject  of  the  Insane  was  referred,  a  vast 
amount  of  returns  and  documents  was  placed  in  my  hands,  from  which 
I  have  selected  some  statistical  facts,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  deemed  of 
interest  to  the  medical  community.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  notwith- 
standing all  the  exertions  made  to  obtain  complete  statements,  so  many 
towns  neglected  to  make  any  report,  and  others  were  made  so  indefinite- 
ly, that  these  statistics  will  give  only  an  approximation  towards  the  actual 
facts  on  this  subject. 

The  whole  number  of  towns  and  places  in  N.  H.  is  about  220 ;  the 
entire  population  of  the  State  is  now  judged  to  be  not  far  from  280,000. 

The  returns  of  the  insane  are  generally  of  the  present  year,  referring, 
in  a  few  instances,  to  those  of  1834  and  1832,  when  no  more  recent  re- 
port had  been  made. 

The  whole  number  of  towns  returned  is  141,  comprising  a  population 
of  173,773  persons,  by  the  census  of  1830. 

Twenty  towns,  the  population  of  which  is  19,796,  reported  that  they 
had  no  inhabitants  comprised  under  the  term  insane.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  insane  reported  in  these  141  towns,  was  312.  From  the  terms  em- 
ployed in  the  circular  requiring  information,  it  is  nearly  certain  that  only 
a  few  cases  of  idiots,  &c.  were  returned  ;  and,  probably,  very  few  persons 
except  those  constantly  insane. 

The  number  of  the  insane,  who  were  paupers,  was  152;  the  number 
supported  by  their  own  means,  by  their  friends,  or  in  part  by  their  own 
labor,  was  160.  As  far  as  distinguished,  the  number  of  males  was  116; 
of  females,  159. 

The  number  reported  as  "  confined,"  including  all  in  jails,  cages, 
chains,  strong  rooms,  handcuffs,  &lc.  &c.  (some  being  returned  as  "lately 
confined,"  "  sometimes  confined,"  &c),  was  81. 
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The  ages  of  those  particularized  were  as  follows  :  of  184  persons,  were 
Under  20  years  5       From  50  to  60  30 

From  20  to  30  25  "   60  to  70  32 

"   30  to  40  35  "   70  to  SO  15 

"   40  to  50  39  "    80  to  90  3 

The  duration  of  the  insanity  in  the  221  cases  reported,  was  as  follows 
(many  cases  being  returned  as  "  long  insane,"  "  many  years  derang- 
ed," &c.)  : 

Under  6  months  13       From  10  to  20  years  60 

From  1  to  2  years  11  "    20  to  30     "  29 

"   2  to  3   "  10  "   30  to  40     "  19 

«   3  to  4    "  13  "    40  to  50     "  7 

«   4  to  5    «  16  "   50  to  60     "  2 

"    5  to  10    "  41 

The  average  duration  of  the  insanity  was  found  to  be  rather  more  than 
thirteen  and  a  half  years. 

The  present  horrible  condition  of  the  insane  in  this  State,  unfolded  to 
the  committee  in  the  examination  of  these  documents,  and  information 
from  other  sources,  is  truly  appalling ;  but  not  of  a  character  suitable  to 
the  pages  of  a  medical  journal. 

The  Legislature  finally  resolved  that  the  question  whether  or  not  an 
Asylum  should  be  founded  for  the  Insane,  should  be  presented  directly 
to  the  people  for  their  decision  at  the  electoral  election  in  November 
proximo,  and  provided  for  the  publication  of  the  report  of  their  Special 
Committee,  in  order  that  information  might  be  spread  amongst  the  citi- 
zens, to  enable  them  to  act  understandingly  on  the  subject.  If  sufficient 
exertions  are  made  to  extend  the  facts,  regarding  the  number,  condition, 
probability  and  expenses  of  cure,  amelioration,  he.  of  the  insane, 
throughout  the  State,  no  doubt  can  exist  that  the  legislature  will  be  au- 
thorized to  make  an  adequate  appropriation  the  present  year.  If,  how-, 
ever,  the  hopes  of  the  friends  of  humanity  and  science  are  destroyed  by 
the  refusal  of  the  people  to  sanction  this  object,  it  is  certain  that  a  great 
number  of  years  must  elapse  before  the  design  can  be  revived  with  any 
prospect  of  success.  It  is  believed  that  the  philanthropist  could  in  no  other 
way  effect  so  great  an  amount  of  good  in  a  short  time,  as  in  giving  our  citi- 
zens light  that  should  reach  them  all,  on  a  subject,  in  regard  to  which 
they  are  now  lamentably  uninformed. 


EXPERIMENTS  IN  ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — Knowing  that  your  columns  have  been  open  to  remarks  on  Animal 
Magnetism,  I  beg  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  publish  the  following  arti- 
cle, both  for  the  sake  of  science  and  the  cause  of  philanthropy. 

The  experiments  and  operations  herein  mentioned,  were  performed 
on  a  girl  of  the  age  of  12  years  and  a  half,  and  who  has  been  affected 
with  epilepsy  ever  since  her  6th  year.  She  is  under  the  care  of  Mons. 
Bugard,  a  French  teacher  in  this  city,  and  not  a  professor  of  magnetism, 
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who  disinterestedly  uses  his  magnetic  powers  merely  for  the  benefit  of 
his  fellow  creatures,  and  in  philosophic  investigation.  The  patient  has 
been  magnetized  13  times,  often  in  presence  of  Drs.  Ware,  Lewis  and 
Glover,  of  Boston.  She  certainly  has  been  affected  by  the  operations, 
and  apparently  favorably.  That  she  is  under  the  influence  of  magnet- 
ism, will  be  evident  from  the  following  statement. 

On  the  27th  inst.  Dr.  Ware  meeting  Mons.  Bugard,  inquired  of  him 
concerning  the  health  of  his  patient.  Mons.  B.  replied  that  he  thought 
her  better — and  from  what  I  can  see,  he  continued,  I  think  that  magnet- 
ism has  great  power  over  her,  inasmuch  as  she  seems  to  have  no  sense 
of  feeling  during  the  operation  ;  to-morrow  we  intend  to  extract  a  decay- 
ed molar  tooth. — Do  you  not  think  that  she  will  awake?  asked  the  doc- 
tor.— 1  do  not  know  ;  but  since,  in  France,  much  more  severe  surgical 
operations  have  been  performed  on  persons  under  its  influence,  without 
producing  pain,  [  think  we  may  succeed  in  this  case. — I  assure  you  she 
will  awake,  said  Dr.  W. — I  do  not  know,  replied  Mons.  B. — I  have  no 
doubt  of  it ;  however,  I  should  like  to  see  it. — I  should  be  happy  to  have 
your  attendance. 

On  the  next  day  the  contemplated  operation  was  performed  by  the 
writer,  in  presence  of  Drs.  Ware  and  Glover  ;  not  only  without  awaken- 
ing her,  but  without  even  the  slightest  indication  of  feeling  on  her  part. 
After  she  awoke,  10  or  15  minutes  having  elapsed,  she  conversed  with 
us  for  several  minutes  without  any  reference  to  what  had  taken  place. 
These  circumstances,  so  extraordinary,  both  from  the  age  and  sex  of  the 
patient  and  the  nature  of  the  operation,  led  to  the  invitation  of  several 
scientific  gentlemen  to  witness  the  operation  of  this  day.  WTe  subjoin 
the  history  of  the  seance  of  the  30th  of  June,  at  which  Professor  Tread- 
well,  of  Harvard  University,  Drs.  Ware,  Lewis,  Harwood  and  Lodge, 
A.  D.  Parker,  Esq.  and  Messrs.  Ware  and  West,  medical  students, 
were  present. 

Pulse,  before  magnetizing,  ranged  from  84  to  90.  Mons.  B.  began  at 
19  minutes  before  10.  The  patient  immediately  complained  of  feeling 
sleepy.  At  the  end  of  3  minutes,  Dr.  Harwood  and  Mr.  Parker  enter- 
ed the  room  ;  at  4  minutes,  the  tickling  of  the  lips,  nostrils  and  ears  of 
the  patient  produced  no  motion  ;  the  right  eyelid  was  raised,  the  lower 
lip  was  drawn  down,  without  her  notice.  Five  minutes  having  elapsed. 
Mons.  B.  addressed  her.  Louisa  ? — Sir. — How  do  you  feel  ? — Sleepy. — 
Do  you  want  very  much  to  sleep? — Yes. — How  long  have  you  slept? — 
1  don't  know. — Holding  his  hands  before  her  face,  Do  you  feel  my  hands? 
— No. — Louisa,  let  me  see  your  tongue;  patient  complied  with  the  re- 
quest, and  put  out  her  tongue.  7  minutes:  was  requested  by  Mons.  B. 
to  open  her  mouth,  which  she  did,  and  tooth  was  examined.  Dr.  Ware  : 
Louisa  ? — Sir. — How  do  you  do  ? — Very  well. — Do  you  hear  anything? 
No. — No  noise  in  the  street  ? — No.  (A  carriage  was  then  passing.) 
Prof.  Treadwell  :  Louisa? — Sir. — Where  are  you? — In  this  room.— 
What  room  ? — Mons.  Bugard's.  9  minutes.  At  this  time  the  pulse  were 
100  per  minute.  At  10  minutes,  Mons.  B.  asked  how  she  felt,  to  which 
she  replied  that  she  was  sleepy;  she  complied  with  his  request, that  she 
should  open  her  mouth.    Dr.  Harwood  then  extracted  one  of  the  molar 
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teeth  (it  being  deciduous  and  decayed).  Dr.  Ware  perceived  no  change  of 
pulse  during  the  operation,  although  there  was  a  flush  over  the  whole 
face  and  a  slight  quivering  of  the  lip,  with  a  countenance  indicative  of 
considerable  pain.  Mons.  B.  :  Louisa,  how  do  you  feel  ? — 1  feel  the 
tooth. — Have  they  pulled  a  tooth  for  you  ? — Yes. — Who  did  it  for  you? 
— Dr.  Ware.* — Why  do  you  mention  Dr.  Ware  ? — [  don't  know.  1 5  min- 
utes :  pulse  96.  How  happened  it  that  you  did  not  cry  ?  asked  Mons.  B., 
when  a  back  tooth  was  removed  ? — I  never  cry  on  such  occasions.  Spits 
out  the  blood,  at  the  request  of  Mons.  B.  During  all  this  time  the  patient 
remained  apparently  sound  asleep.  17  minutes.  How  do  you  feel  ? — Sleepy. 
19  minutes :  Mons.  B.  having  magnetized  some  water,  gave  it  to  the  patient, 
who  drank  it.  How  do  you  like  it  ? — Very  much. — Very  much  ? — Yes. 
— How  does  it  taste  ? — Very  good. — Better  than  common  water  ? — Yes. — 
Do  you  find  any  particular  taste  in  it  ?— No,  I  find  it  very  good.  Says 
she  does  not  remember  having  drunk  any  water  during  yesterday's 
seance,  it  having  then  been  given  to  her.  22  minutes  :  motion  of  lips 
on  irritation  with  a  feather.  25  minutes  :  the  magnetizing  of  the  flexors 
of  the  right  arm,  produced  a  slight  flexion  of  the  thumb  and  fingers. 
Mr.  Parker  clapped  his  hands  very  near  her  ear,  when  a  slight  action  of 
the  eyebrows  and  a  flush  of  the  cheeks  ensued.  Mons.  B.  played  on 
the  flageolet ;  Dr.  Ware  asked  her  if  she  heard  anything.  Yes. — What  ? 
— Music.  Mons.  B. :  Do  you  like  it  ? — Yes.  Dr.  Ware  played. 
Mons.  B. :  Do  you  hear  anything  ? — Yes. — What?— Music.  Says 
she  likes,  but  that  it  will  wake  her.  Mons.  B. :  Are  you  weaker? — No, 
I  think  I  am  getting  well  :  I  think  magnetism  will  cure  me.  33  minutes  : 
lips  and  nose  tickled  without  motion.  Dr.  Ware:  Do  you  feel  any- 
thing?— No. — Nothing? — No.  35  minutes  :  Mons.  B.  :  Louisa? — Sir. 
— Awake,  I  wish  you  to  rise.  She  did  so  immediately.  Did  you 
dance? — No. — Did  you  have  music? — Yes.  Dr.  Harwood  :  Did  you 
feel  anything  about  your  mouth  ? — Yes. — What? — Tooth  out;  I  know 
my  tooth  is  gone,  by  my  tongue  and  the  blood.  Dr.  Lewis:  Who  ex- 
tracted it? — Don't  know  ;  one  of  the  Drs. — You  are  positive  you  have 
been  asleep  ? — Yes. — How  long  do  you  suppose  you  have  slept  ? — Don't 
know.  Dr.  Harwood  :  Did  it  hurt  you  a  little  ? — Not  at  all.  Dr.  Lew- 
is :  Then  you  did  not  know  anything  about  it  ? — No.  Prof.  Tieadwell  : 
Did  it  hurt  you  ? — No. — Did  you  not  know  when  he  pulled  it? — No. 
— How  do  you  know  it  is  gone? — Because  my  mouth  is  bloody  only 
when  my  teeth  are  pulled. — How  do  you  know  there  is  any  blood  ? — 
I  perceive  it  in  my  mouth. 

Jf  it  be  indeed  true  that  animal  magnetism  has  this  powerful  effect, 
and  that  it  enables  the  patient  to  undergo  surgical  operations  with  so 
much  ease  (in  support  of  which  hypothesis,  vide  Cloquet's  operation 
for  cancer  in  the  breast),  the  subject  must  be  worthy  the  close  attention 
of  every  physician,  especially  of  every  kind-hearted  surgeon  ;  and  par- 
ticularly since  the  direct  exertions  of  the  Faculty  will  be  almost  the  only 
mode  of  preserving  us  from  the  invasion  of  myriads  of  ignorant  knaves 
and  impudent  quacks.  Benj.  H.  West. 

Boston,  June  30,  1836. 


*  Dr.  Harwood  entered  the  room  after  the  patient  waa  asleep ;  and  had  never  been  seen  by  or 
named  to  her. 
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SINGULAR  CASE  OF  MONOMANIA. 

[From  the  Worcester  Palladium  of  the  29th  ult.  we  have  transcribed 
the  following  curious  case  of  derangement,  not  precisely  because  it  is 
without  a  precedent,  but  because  it  illustrates  a  principle  of  considerable 
consequence  to  well-ordered  society.  It  is  immaterial  whether  it  was 
drawn  up  by  a  physician  or  a  member  of  the  bar,  since  the  narrative 
and  the  facts  are  doubtless  correct  and  of  no  ordinary  character.] 

At  the  late  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  this  town,  a  patient  of  the 
State  Lunatic  Hospital,  by  the  name  of  Andrew  C.  Davison,  was  brought 
into  Court  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  granted  at  his  own  request,  and 
the  Superintendent  summoned  to  show  cause  of  detention.  Mr.  Davi- 
son managed  his  own  case,  and  John  C.  Park,  Esq.  of  Boston,  appeared 
as  counsel  to  oppose  the  release  from  confinement.  In  the  examination, 
the  following  facts,  substantially,  appeared  in  evidence  from  the  testimo- 
ny of  several  witnesses,  principally  from  Boston. 

Mr.  Davison  claimed  to  be  released  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  lia- 
ble to  the  charge  of  being  an  insane  person  ;  and  in  support  of  this  posi- 
tion, the  officers  of  the  institution  testified  that  his  general  conduct,  since 
he  has  been  in  Worcester,  did  not  indicate  insanity  ;  that  he  was  consid- 
ered docile  and  civil  in  his  deportment — conversed  on  general  topics  with 
propriety  and  reasoned  well — and  appeared  to  understand  fully  his  rights 
and  duties  as  a  citizen,  and  rightly  to  appreciate  his  moral  obligations. 
His  temperament,  however,  is  nervous,  and  he  is  subject  to  occasional 
irritation  when  thinking  or  speaking  of  his  confinement  and  of  those  per- 
sons who  procured  it.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard  University,  and  is 
now  45  years  of  age.  His  place  of  residence  is  Boston,  where  he  was 
formerly  employed  as  a  teacher ;  has  been  married,  and  had  several  chil- 
dren, and  was  regarded  as  an  amiable  and  intelligent  man.  Six  or  eight 
years  ago,  at  a  time  when  he  had  become  unfortunately  embarrassed  in 
his  circumstances,  he  lost  his  wife,  his  spirits  became  dejected,  and  he 
drowned  his  grief  with  occasional  intoxication  ;  and  was  obliged  in  conse- 
quence of  it  to  relinquish  his  school.  He  then  leased  his  house  to  one  of 
the  witnesses,  and  went  to  board  in  the  house  of  a  widow  lady  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street. 

The  first  symptom  of  his  insanity,  false  hearing,  was  shown  in  his 
treatment  of  his  tenant.  He  believed  that  he  took  every  opportunity, 
indeed  made  it  his  principal  business,  to  insult  him  with  offensive  lan- 
guage in  all  places  and  on  all  occasions.  He  made  a  complaint  to  his 
tenant,  and  desired  he  would  put  a  stop  to  conduct  so  disagreeable  and 
annoying  to  him.  In  vain  the  witness  protested  that  his  charges  were 
entirely  groundless — that  he  had  no  occasion  or  disposition  to  treat  him 
otherwise  than  respectfully.  His  rent  was  always  paid  promptly,  and  he 
had  no  other  connection  or  concern  with  Mr.  Davison.  Yet  Mr.  Davi- 
son was  continually  annoyed  with  unkind  expressions  which  he  could 
distinctly  hear  him  use,  even  when  out  of  his  sight ;  and  at  length  he 
quarrelled  with  him.  He  then  felt  confident  that  his  tenant's  family  unit- 
ed to  ridicule  and  abuse  him,  beyond  his  patient  endurance.  One  of 
the  offensive  expressions,  which  he  accused  his  tenant  of  uttering  inces- 
santly, was  that  of  "  cock-eye  Davison,"  alluding  to  a  defect  in  one  of 
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his  eyes.  The  witness's  daughter  taught  an  infant  school  in  one  of  the 
rooms  of  his  house — one  of  the  exercises  of  which  was  that  of  teaching 
the  children  to  sing.  When  he  was  in  the  vicinity,  he  said  she  would 
always  exercise  them  in  singing  a  hymn  which  was  all  about  "cock-eye 
Davison."  At  length  the  piano  forte  in  the  tenant's  room  began  to  dis- 
course the  same  language,  and  finally  the  bells  of  the  city  and  the  birds 
of  the  country  all  chimed  in  with  the  piano  and  the  singing  infants.  He 
went  once  to  a  large  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  where  his  tenant  followed 
him  and  insulted  him  by  exclaiming  aloud  the  offensive  words  which  had 
so  often  assailed  him  in  his  walks  and  in  his  rooms. 

The  sight  of  the  persons  who  so  much  disturbed  him,  would  throw 
him  into  a  great  rage,  and  he  would  abuse  them  whenever  and  wherever 
he  could.  He  was  also  jealous  and  offended  with  those  persons  who 
were  present  when  he  heard  the  noises  and  denied  hearing  them  them- 
selves, and  declared  his  conviction  that  they  were  imposing  upon  him. 
He  was  judged  to  be  insane,  and  a  large  number  of  his  friends  requested 
that  he  might  be  placed  in  the  Institution  for  the  insane  at  Charlestown. 
After  some  time  he  was  removed  to  the  country  30  or  40  miles  from 
Boston  ;  but  the  noises  still  haunted  him  day  and  night,  and  he  believed 
his  tenant  still  hung  around  and  visited  him.  Thus  tormented,  he  became 
desperate  and  reckless,  and  was  angry  with  all  who  opposed  his  views  or 
doubted  the  correctness  of  his  story. 

In  1834  he  was  sent  to  the  Hospital  in  this  town  ;  but  in  consequence 
of  his  inoffensive  appearance,  he  was  discharged  and  returned  to  Boston. 
For  a  time  he  appeared  well  ;  but  at  length  his  illusions  all  returned,  if 
indeed  they  had  ever  left  him,  and  he  became  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
society.  He  was  again  placed  in  the  McLean  Asylum  for  several  months, 
where  he  had  the  old  difficulty  of  sounds  and  noises,  and  was  very  trouble- 
some and  injurious  to  the  large  class  of  curable  and  quiet  patients.  He 
was  again  discharged  from  that  institution,  and  again  sent  to  Worcester 
in  the  winter  of  1835.  At  Worcester,  though  excitable  and  nervous,  he 
is  not  affected  by  any  noises  abroad  from  the  building,  but  believes  in  the 
reality  of  his  former  illusions.  This  position  he  maintained  before  the 
Court,  on  the  theory  of  the  transmission  of  sound,  and  he  cited  one  or 
two  examples  from  the  books  in  support  of  it. 

From  such  facts  as  these,  Mr.  Davison  infers  that  sounds  may  be 
transmitted  to  a  very  great  extent ;  and  that  the  facility,  with  which  they 
may  be  heard,  depends  very  essentially  upon  the  perfection  of  the  organs 
of  sense ; — or,  as  he  forcibly  designated  them,  "  the  servants  of  the 
mind."  When  the  sounds  are  not  heard,  it  is  no  fault  of  the  mind,  but 
must  be  attributed  to  a  want  of  fidelity  in  its  servants.  In  his  own  case 
he  maintains  that  his  mind  is  not  only  sane,  like  other  people,  but  that 
his  organs  are  more  perfect,  or,  in  his  own  language,  the  servants  of  his 
mind  are  more  faithful  to  him  than  are  those  of  other  people  to  them. 
Consequently  when  he  hears  noises  that  other  persons  cannot,  it  is  be- 
cause his  organs  of  sense,  or  rather  his  servants  of  the  mind,  are  more 
perfect  and  faithful  than  theirs. 

On  all  other  subjects  he  is  rational  and  intelligent.  He  writes  and 
converses  well ;  and  all  his  excitement  grows  out  of  this  difficulty  and 
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the  abridgement  of  his  liberty,  which  he  believes  to  be  unjust  and  op- 
pressive. No  man  would  suspect  his  insanity  if  he  were  with  strangers. 
AH  that  a  stranger  would  observe,  would  be  some  oddity  of  character 
and  singularity  of  countenance.  The  sounds  and  noises  which  so  much 
disturb  him  in  other  places,  he  declares  he  does  not  hear  in  Worcester. 
The  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  however,  was  not  willing  to  hazard 
an  opinion  that  he  would  be  safe  at  large,  with  his  impressions  and  pre- 
judices against  some  persons  in  Boston  whom  he  supposes  his  enemies  ; 
or  that  in  case  he  should  chance  to  be  on  trial  for  a  felonious  assault  up- 
on their  persons,  there  would  not  be  sufficient  evidence  of  insanity  to  in- 
duce his  acquittal  on  that  ground,  for  any  charge  that  might  be  brought 
against  him  in  reference  to  any  of  those  individuals  from  whom  he  con- 
ceives he  has  received  so  much  insult  and  oppression. 

The  Court,  upon  a  consideration  of  the  case,  felt  obliged  to  direct  that 
Mr.  Davison  be  remanded.  They  advised  him  also  to  submit  himself  to 
the  humane  treatment  he  would  receive  from  the  officers  of  the  Hospital, 
assuring  him  that  the  Court  would  at  any  future  lime  give  his  case  fur- 
ther consideration,  whenever  there  should  appear  stronger  evidence  that 
his  release  would  be  beneficial  to  himself  and  safe  to  the  public.  It  is 
proper  to  add  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Hospital  have  several  times  con- 
sidered Mr.  Davison's  case,  and  have  uniformly  decided  that  under  exist- 
ing circumstances  he  cannot  be  set  free  consistently  with  the  rights  of 
those  persons  from  whom  he  thinks  he  has  received  injury  and  injustice, 
so  long  as  his  illusion  in  relation  to  them  remains  unbroken. 
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RESEARCHES  IN  MEDICINE* 

It  is  the  happiness  of  some  men  to  write  appropriately  as  well  as  pro- 
foundly. Of  the  countless  multitudes  of  authors  on  medicine  and  its 
collateral  branches,  but  a  very  few  succeed  in  transmitting  their  names, 
in  the  manner  contemplated,  to  posterity.  One  reason  why  such  bad  suc- 
cess attends  the  endeavors  of  those  who  are  manifestly  ambitious  of  ex- 
ercising dominion  over  the  minds  of  coming  generations,  arises  from  the 
unfortunate  circumstance  that  they  have,  in  the  first  place,  done  the 
world  no  real  service,  because  they  have  discovered  nothing  new  ;  and, 
in  the  second,  instead  of  recording  important  facts,  without  which  there 
can  be  no  advancement  in  the  science  of  medicine,  theory  upon  theory, 
the  meteors  of  a  day,  constitute  a  majority  of  that  mass  of  forgotten 
lore,  on  which  powerful  intellects  were  brought  to  bear  with  mighty, 
though  utterly  useless  effect. 

This  acknowledged  waste  of  labor,  however,  exercises  no  restraining 

*  Researches  in  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  b}  John  B.  Beck,  M.D.  Prof.  Mateiia  Medi- 
ca  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York,  &c.  Second 
edition.  E.  Bliss,  New  York,  1836. 
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influence  on  new  candidates  for  public  favor  : — like  Roman  gladiators, 
they  rush  into  the  arena,  determined  to  conquer  or  die.  Few,  very  few, 
are  remembered  long  after  the  exhibition  they  thus  make  of  themselves. 

Next  in  rank  to  those  who  discover  new  laws  in  the  science  of  life,  the 
knowledge  of  which  confers  a  direct  blessing  upon  mankind,  are  such  as 
possess  the  rare  faculty  of  analyzing  the  productions  of  others,  and  ex- 
tracting from  all  available  sources  just  what  possesses  an  intrinsic  value, 
and  no  more  When  reduced  to  order,  and  made  subservient  to  the 
illustration  of  principles,  they  assume  a  degree  of  importance  hardly  infe- 
rior in  point  of  interest  to  the  best  specimens  of  originality .  This  character 
obtains,  because  the  collective  wisdom  of  various  countries  and  ages  is 
contained  in  this  species  of  authorship. 

Another  variety,  partaking,  in  some  measure,  of  the  distinguishing 
characteristics  of  the  foregoing,  embraces  the  opinions  of  all  reputable  au- 
thors whose  writings  are  considered  worth  consulting,  commentated  upon 
and  simplified  by  one  of  eminent  acquirements  in  the  practice  of  a  pro- 
fession to  which  he  has  been  systematically  educated. 

The  name  of  John  B.  Beck  must  necessarily  hold  an  elevated  place, 
not  so  much  on  account  of  the  novelty  of  his  studies,  as  on  the  score  of 
utility.  He  ranges  the  whole  world  for  facts  and  precedents  in  Medical 
Jurisprudence.  No  language  opposes  his  progress  nor  discourages  his 
ardor  in  the  pursuit  of  truth.  Perhaps,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Theo- 
doric  Romeyn  Beck,  he  has  not  a  rival  in  the  United  States,  in  the  par- 
ticular department  on  which  the  whole  strength  of  a  highly  cultivated 
mind  has  been  exerted.  We  have  nothing  to  gain  by  flattering  a  gentle- 
man whom  we  never  saw,  and  whose  eye,  perhaps,  may  never  rest  on  a 
sentence  of  our  inditing.  His  researches,  as  published  from  time  to 
time,  are  so  convincing,  so  plain,  and  yet  so  perfectly  logical  as  well  as 
philosophical,  that  he  cannot  be  wronged  out  of  a  deserved  reputation^ 
either  by  faint  praise  or  envy.  This  second  edition  is  an  evidence  of  the 
increasing  demand  for  the  work,  which  is  continually  enlarging  with  age, 
With  his  endeavors  to  meet  the  expectations  of  lego-medical  readers, 
whose  sustaining  patronage  is  of  itself  a  commendation  of  which  an  au- 
thor might  well  be  proud,  he  does  not  in  a  single  instance  appear  to 
have  lost  sight  of  the  progress  of  the  science  in  any  other  country.  In  pur- 
chasing the  latest  edition  of  his  Researches  in  Medicine,  we  are  sure  of 
having  before  us  all  that  could  be  gathered  by  an  indefatigable  author, 
as  veracious  as  he  is  just  and  decisive. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Irwin,  of  New  Orleans,  has  accompanied 
Gen.  Houston  to  Texas,  as  his  attending  surgeon. — Scarlet  fever  is  pre- 
vailing very  fatally  at  Mobile. — An  infirmary  for  gratuitous  treatment  of 
the  skin,  has  been  established  in  New  York,  under  the  supervision  of 
Drs.  A.  D.  Buckley  and  John  Watson. — Dr.  Alfred  Bay  lies,  of  Taunton, 
Mass.  gives  notice  in  the  Old  Colony  Whig,  that  he  has  discovered  a  spe- 
cific for  the  cure  of  herpes,  which  he  will  distribute,  gratuitously,  to  phy- 
sicians. We  should  like  a  box  on  our  own  account. — What  has  become 
of  the  intended  insane  institution,  at  Hingham  ?  Dr.  Gordon  would  have 
been  distinguished  in  it. — We  are  informed  that  Dr.  Cutter  has  left  Pep- 
perell,  and  that  the  private  establishment  in  that  place  for  the  medical 
treatment  of  lunatics,  has  passed  into  other  hands. — New  Orleans  is  un- 
commonly free  from  sickness,  a  rare  circumstance  at  this  season  of  the 
year. — Vaccination  has  been  conducted  so  actively,  of  late,  in  the  coun* 
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try,  that  smallpox  appears  to  have  been  completely  circumscribed. — It  is 
said  a  gentleman,  quite  near  us,  is  writing  a  tremendously  large  work 
upon  physic.  We  had  rather  take  his  physic  than  read  his  book. — An 
inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  has  been  prevalent  at  the  north,  of  late. 
— Through  the  Arkansas  territory,  diseases  of  the  eye  are  exceedingly 
obstinate,  as  well  as  frequent,  which  is  imputed  to  oboxious  exhalation 
from  the  ground. — Dr.  Ebenezer  Emmons,  of  Williamstown,  Mass.  is 
appointed,  with  others,  to  make  the  geological  survey  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  2,  28.    Males,  17 — Females,  11. 

Of  Consumption,  7 — old  age,  1 — liver  complaint,  1 — brain  fever,  2 — hooping  cough,  1 — infantile,  3 
— dropsy,  2— croup,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— lung  fever,  2— apoplexy,  1— drowned,  1— innanima- 
tion  of  the  lungs,  I— scarlet  fever,  1 — gangrene,  1 — stillborn,  3. 
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CINCINNATI  COLLEGE— MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Second  Session.    The  first  introductory  lecture  will  be  delivered  on  the  last  Monday  of  October. 
The  didactic  lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  and  continue  until  the  end 
of  February,  by  the  following  professors  : 
Joseth  N.  McDowell,  M.D.  on  Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.D.  on  General  and  Pathological  Anat.  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Willard  Parker,  M.D.  on  Surgery. 

Landon  C.  Rives,  M.D.  on  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children. 

James  B.  Rogers,  M.D.  on  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy;  assisted  by 

John  L.Riddell,  M.D.  adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  lecturer  on  Botany. 

John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.  on  Materia  Medica. 

Daniel  Drake,  M.D.  on  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

The  Faculty  congratulate  themselves  and  the  students  of  the  West,  on  the  trustees'  having  appoint- 
ed to  the  chair  of  Surgery,  a  gentleman  who  has  already  distinguished  himself  as  a  public  teacher  in 
three  different  schools  of  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York.  He  has  accepted  the  appointment, 
and  will  be  in  Cincinnati  before  the  opening  of  the  session. 

The  spacious  and  convenient  College  Edifice,  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  with  its  new  wing,  em- 
bracing an  apparatus  room,  an  apartment  for  the  anatomical  cabinet,  and  a  capacious  dissecting-room, 
will  be  finished  and  in  perfect  order  before  the  lectures  commence. 

Students  who  intend  to  graduate  must  matriculate  by  the  2Uth  of  November.  The  price  of  the 
whole  is  one  hundred  and  five  dollars  ;  the  dissecting  ticket,  ten  ;  Matriculation,  two ;  and  graduation 
fees,  twenty-one. 

By  order  ot  the  Faculty, 

DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.D.  Dean. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May,  1836. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION.  . 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  Jbe 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry     by     Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware, 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    -      --      --      --      --     Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  §100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Roston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Chanaing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  theTremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN"  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

W1NSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


THE  BOSTON  MElHCAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAIM',  JR.  at  1H1  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  ail  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbels  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  0.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $n,oo  a 
year  in  advaiice,  ^o,50  after  three  months,  and  :M,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
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THE  ACT.EA  RACEMOSA  IN  rHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 

[We  find  the  following  case  reported  in  the  Ohio  Medical  Repository, 
which  work  we  are  glad  to  perceive  is  circulating  much  valuable  practi- 
cal matter.  Many  of  our  readers  would  be  pleased  if  Prof.  Tully  could 
find  time,  in  the  midst  of  his  laborious  avocations,  to  continue  his  essay 
on  the  Actaea,  begun  some  years  since  in  this  Journal.] 

I  hope  the  report  of  the  following  case,  and  the  very  extraordinary 
success  in  the  use  of  the  Actaea,  will  be  a  sufficient  inducement  for  some 
in  the  profession  to  test  its  medicinal  properties,  and  give  it  a  fair  trial ; 
and,  should  I  be  the  humble  means  of  introducing  a  hitherto  neglected 
but  valuable  remedy  into  more  general  use,  and  thereby,  in  a  measure, 
alleviate  the  sum  of  human  misery,  I  shall  have  accomplished  all  I  ask. 

J.  W.  an  Englishman,  aged  twenty-five,  trade,  that  of  a  brewer,  had 
been  in  this  country  two  years,  previous  to  which  time  he  had  been  sub- 
ject to  attacks  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  that  had  readily  yielded  to 
the  usual  remedial  means  ;  his  person  tall,  muscular,  with  quite  a  com- 
manding figure,  florid  complexion,  with  a  tolerably  good  constitution. 
In  the  winter  of  1830,  he  had  a  very  severe  attack  of  pneumonia  ;  was 
under  the  care  of  an  eminent  physician  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
six  wTeeks;  was  bled,  blistered,  etc.  and  treated  judiciously.  He  got 
some  better  ;  still  his  cough  continued,  and  rather  grew  worse.  By  the 
advice  of  his  physician,  he  left  the  city  and  removed  to  Troy,  N.  Y. 
with  the  hope  that  a  change  of  air  might  benefit  his  cough  ;  and,  at 
least,  he  could  there  have  the  care  of  a  kind  and  tender  mother,  to  watch 
over  him  in  his  hopeless  and  distressing  disease.  In  May  he  placed 
himself  under  my  care,  at  which  time  1  found  him  laboring  under  the 
following  symptoms :  Very  much  emaciated,  unable  to  walk  across  the 
room  without  assistance,  severe  pain  in  the  left  side,  entire  loss  of  appe- 
tite, could  not  lay  in  a  recumbent  position,  but  was  obliged  to  be  bol- 
stered up  in  bed ;  had  the  regular  hectic  fever,  accompanied  with  pro- 
fuse night  sweats;  pulse  120,  full  and  strong  ;  cough,  at  times,  very  ur- 
gent ;  and  once,  in  every  two  or  three  days,  after  a  paroxysm  of  cough- 
ing, an  abscess  in  the  lungs  would  burst,  and  discharge  from  two  to  three 
ounces  of  clear  pus,  which  was  very  offensive.  I  considered  the  case 
perfectly  hopeless,  and  expressed  my  opinion  candidly  to  the  friends, 
notwithstanding  they  were  very  urgent  for  me  to  make  a  trial.  But  be- 
fore I  was  willing  to  do  so,  I  consulted  with  my  friend,  Dr.  Hale,  who,  for 
many  years,  had  ranked  high  in  the  profession,  and  who  had  made  trial 
of  the  Actaea  in  many  cases,  with  good  success.  We  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  this  was  a  good  case  for  the  trial  of  Actaea,  which  I  told  the 
23 
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friends  I  was  willing  to  do,  by  the  way  of  experiment,  and,  I  am  free  to 
confess,  without  any  hope  of  success.  I  directed  an  exclusive  bread  and 
milk  diet,  which  was  continued  nearly  three  months  ;  a  large  blister  to 
be  applied  upon  the  chest,  and  to  be  renewed  whenever  the  pain  was 
severe,  which  was  done  only  twice  during  the  time  ;  the  bowels  to  be 
kept  open  by  some  mild  laxative  pills,  and  to  begin  with  half  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  the  saturated  tincture  of  Actaea,  once  in  eight  hours.  By  this 
treatment,  I  found  in  two  weeks  the  pulse  had  come  down  to  80  per 
minute,  with  a  decided  improvement  in  the  cough;  expectoration  and 
night  sweats  very  much  lessened,  with  some  degree  of  appetite ;  in  fact 
I  could  see  a  material  change  for  the  better,  which  gave  me  such  confi- 
dence in  the  success  of  the  medicine,  that  I  was  determined  to  persevere 
in  the  use  of  it.  I  then  directed  my  patient  to  increase  the  dose  to  a 
teaspoonful  once  in  eight  hours,  and  more,  if  he  could  bear  it ;  which 
dose,  however,  he  could  never  exceed  without  producing  narcotic  symp- 
toms. I  found,  by  a  steady  perseverance  in  this  treatment,  all  unpleas- 
ant symptoms  abate,  and  that  he  began  to  improve  most  rapidly.  I  ad- 
vised him  to  continue  the  treatment,  which  he  did  for  about  three  months, 
at  which  time  he  was  able  to  return  to  his  trade.  I  saw  him  twelve 
months  after,  in  a  perfect  state  of  health.  I  would  remark  that  the 
Aetata  has  been  used  of  late,  by  many  eminent  physicians,  at  the  East, 
in  severe  cases  of  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  etc.  with  great  success. 


CHRONIC  GASTRITIS. 

[Dr.  Roots,  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  in  a  recent  lecture  on  a  case  of 
sub-acute  inflammation  of  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  stomach,  adds  the 
following  general  remarks.] 

The  ordinary  termination  of  the  chronic  form  is  generally  in  ulcera- 
tion, or  thickening,  or  softening  of  the  mucous  and  sub-mucous  tissues. 
The  ulceration  may  consist  either  in  a  considerable  number  of  minute 
ulcers,  or  in  one  of  considerable  size,  affecting  either  the  mucous  tissue 
or  the  follicular  glands  of  the  stomach.  As  the  process  of  ulceration 
goes  on,  the  surrounding  parts  thicken,  and,  ultimately,  perhaps  the 
ulceration  extends  through  the  sub-mucous  to  the  muscular  tissue,  spread- 
ing even  to  the  serous  tissue ;  and  if  inflammatory  action  have  not  exist- 
ed to  a  sufficient  degree  to  excite  adhesion  to  some  neighboring  organ, 
the  ulceration  may  extend  through  the  peritoneal  coat,  and  allow  extra- 
vasation of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  into  the  abdominal  cavity. 
Many  such  instances  of  the  progress  of  ulceration,  from  the  chronic 
inflammation,  have  occurred,  without  previous  suspicion  that  such  a 
condition  of  the  stomach  existed.  Such  extravasation  would  set  up 
an  acute  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  of  the  abdomen  generally. 
Sometimes,  however,  nature  prevents  this  by  adhesion  to  the  liver,  the 
spleen,  or  sometimes  the  colon  ;  still  of  course  the  disease  will  ultimate- 
ly prove  fatal,  though  without  extravasation. 

The  ordinary  symptoms  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  stomach  are, 
a  feeling  of  heat  extending  from  the  stomach  along  the  oesophagus  to 
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the  pharynx  ;  thirst,  diminished  appetite,  nausea,  and  vomiting.  Com- 
monly, also,  I  believe,  you  will  find  tenderness  on  pressure  at  the  epigas- 
trium, sometimes,  as  in  the  case  I  have  read,  of  a  severe  character,  but 
the  inflammatory  action  may  be  of  so  low  a  character  as  necessarily  to 
be  accompanied  by  increase  of  heat  not  sensible  to  the  touch. 

In  the  early  stage,  the  symptoms  are  very  often  only  those  which  are 
common  to  dyspepsia.  I  do  not,  of  course,  admit  the  existence  of  such 
a  disease  of  itself  as  dyspepsia,  difficult  digestion.  In  point  of  fact, 
that  must  be  dependent  upon  some  cause,  or  a  variety  of  causes,  often, 
in  different  cases ;  but  we  understand  commonly  by  the  term  dyspepsia, 
functional  derangement  of  the  stomach,  unaccompanied  by  inflammatory 
action,  or  by  any  change  in  the  tissues.  Let  us  see,  however,  what  are 
the  ordinary  symptoms  of  dyspepsia,  and  you  will  find  how  nearly  they 
approach  to  those  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  stomach.  You  often 
have  great  acidity,  eructations,  flatulence,  and  oppression  after  taking 
food,  frequently  with  some  degree  of  pain  in  the  stomach.  These  are 
common  to  chronic  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  in  which,  very  often, 
the  patient  complains  only  of  pain  after  taking  food,  that  pain,  too,  fre- 
quently ceasing  entirely  as  digestion  is  completed,  the  patient  in  many 
instances  saying  to  you,  "  I  am  quite  well  ;  I  only  know  that  I  am 
hungry  ;  I  take  my  food ;  I  only  know  that  I  am  ill  for  such  a  time 
after  taking  food."  In  other  cases  the  pain  is  much  more  prominent, 
extending  often  to  the  back  from  the  stomach.  Again,  however,  I 
would  impress  on  you,  that  actual  pain,  unless  you  use  pressure,  is  fre- 
quently denied,  though  patients  will  confess  that  there  is  a  sensation  of 
weight  or  oppression  about  the  stomach  ;  and  occasionally  you  will  find 
all  these  symptoms  attended  by  pyrosis — by  the  ejection  of  a  clear, 
sometimes  viscid,  sometimes  quite  thin  fluid,  to  the  amount  of  from  half 
an  ounce  to  an  ounce  and  a  half,  sometimes  tasteless,  sometimes  acid, 
and  sometimes  both  acid  and  bitter.  Generally,  however,  as  the  disease 
advances,  the  symptoms  become  more  urgent ;  the  heat  in  the  stomach 
is  more  distressing,  the  countenance  becomes  pallid  and  anxious,  the 
vomiting  more  frequent,  and  occurring  after  every  ingesta.  The  pulse 
at  the  same  time  is  generally  small,  sharp,  and  occasionally  accompanied 
by  some  degree  of  hardness.  The  tongue  also  most  commonly  exhibits 
some  evidence  of  the  disease.  I  say  most  commonly,  because  the 
tongue  is  not  always  a  faithful  indicator  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach,  though  generally  it  is  red  nearly  all  over — 
very  often  white  at  the  back  and  centre,  but  morbidly  red  at  the  point 
and  the  edges — sometimes  covered  by  small  aphthae,  and,  as  in  the  case 
related,  by  minute  ulcerations  also.  But  I  again  urge  upon  you,  that 
you  must  not,  because  the  tongue  appears  natural  or  white,  conclude 
that  gastritis  does  not  exist.  I  have  seen  several  examples  of  well- 
marked  gastritis,  where  there  was  nothing  in  the  tongue  to  indicate  that 
fact.    Generally,  however,  it  is  a  tolerably  good  guide. 

As  to  the  causes  of  chronic  gastritis,  abuse  of  diet,  eating  imperfect- 
ly-digestible substances,  the  abuse  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  protracted 
errors  in  diet,  are  all  likely  to  be  exciting  causes.  Suddenly  drinking  a 
large  quantity  of  cold  fluid,  the  surface  of  the  body,  perhaps,  being 
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much  heated,  or,  more  likely,  the  nervous  system  being  much  exhaust- 
ed, has  been  not  an  unfrequent  cause  of  inflammation  of  the  stomach. 

With  respect  to  your  diagnosis,  it  is  probable  that  you  will  understand 
all  that  I  wish  you  to  comprehend  on  this  subject,  by  going  at  once  to 
the  treatment.  In  inflammation  of  an  organ  so  essential  to  life,  anti- 
phlogistic measures  must  invariably  be  employed,  both  in  the  acute  and 
sub-acute  or  chronic  form  of  the  disease.  Bleeding,  generally  and  local- 
ly, are  measures  of  primary  importance,  whenever  there  is  much  activity 
in  the  inflammation.  Never  hesitate  in  such  a  case  to  take  blood  from 
the  arm  ;  let  nothing  prevent  your  doing  that,  unless  you  are  satisfied 
that  the  disease  has  been  prolonged  to  such  an  extent  that  the  powers 
of  the  patient  will  not  justify  that  measure.  Depend  on  it,  also,  that  you 
will  be  much  more  likely  (I  speak  now  of  the  sub-acute  from)  speedily  to 
subdue  the  inflammatory  action  by  one  or  two  general  bleedings,  than  by 
relying  upon  local  bleedings  alone,  and  more  especially  where  vomiting  is 
urgent.  You  will  remember,  that  with  respect  to  the  man  whose  case  I 
have  related,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  take  blood  from  his  arm,  and  that  it  was 
buffed  and  cupped,  and  that  the  symptoms  were  thus  somewhat  relieved, 
the  venesection  not  being  required  to  be  repeated.  The  subsequent  applica- 
tion of  leeches  freely  to  the  epigastrium  was  sufficient.  But  if  the  symp- 
toms had  not  given  way,  if  the  vomiting,  the  hiccup,  the  heat  of  the  stom- 
ach, had  continued  as  urgent  as  before,  I  should  have  directed  a  second, 
perhaps  a  third,  and  perhaps  a  fourth  abstraction  of  blood  from  the  arm, 
before  I  began  to  rely  on  leeches  alone. 

In  conjunction  with  bleeding,  you  will  find  counter-irritation  of  con- 
siderable advantage,  but  to  this  I  would  not  resort  until  the  activity 
of  the  inflammation  was  much  diminished  by  general  or  local  depletion. 
There  can  be  no  objection  to  occasional  mustard  cataplasms,  because 
these  leave  spaces  perfectly  free  for  the  renewed  application  of  leeches. 
Therefore  if  you  suspect  that  you  shall  have  frequently  to  repeat  the 
leeches,  do  not  apply  a  blister ;  leave  that  until  you  feel  pretty  certain 
that  you  will  not  have  speedily  to  reapply  leeches.  Do  not  understand 
me  to  coincide  with  some  who  I  know  have  imagined  that  the  inflamma- 
tory action  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  may  be  increased 
by  a  blister.  I  have  never  seen  any  such  effect.  In  treating  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  stomach  or  bowels,  I  have,  al- 
most invariably,  during  some  stage  of  the  treatment,  used  blisters,  and 
without  ever  having  had  occasion  to  regret  their  adoption. 

As  to  medicines,  if  the  vomiting  be  urgent,  and  there  is  much  irrita- 
bility of  the  stomach,  I  believe  that  the  best  thing  you  can  give  is  the 
hydrocyanic  acid,  in  doses  of  from  one  to  two  minims  every  two,  three, 
or  four  hours,  or  even  less  frequently,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
vomiting.  I  believe,  too,  that  it  is  useful  to  combine  the  hydrocyanic 
acid,  as  I  did  in  this  case,  with  some  mucilaginous  substance.  Gum  wa- 
ter is  a  nice  soft  application  to  an  irritable  surface.  The  aphthae  about 
the  tongue  are  exceedingly  distressing,  and  a  little  gum  water  will  often 
allay  the  irritation. 

If  I  can  possibly  do  without  purgatives,  more  especially  the  nearer 
the  inflammation  approaches  to  the  acute  form,  I  rather  abstain  from 


Chronic  Gastritis. 


361 


them  in  the  early  stage,  confining  myself  to  the  use  of  injections  ;  but  if 
obstinate  constipation  takes  place,  and  the  injections  are  not  sufficient  to 
produce  what  you  may  think  requisite,  then  1  would  suggest,  as  the  best 
purgative  by  the  mouth,  some  castor  oil.  Too  frequently,  however, 
that  will  not  be  retained,  and  if  so  I  should  prefer  a  full  dose  of  calo- 
mel, combined,  perhaps,  with  a  grain  of  opium ;  not,  however,  giving 
mercury  with  the  slightest  idea  of  its  producing  a  beneficial  effect  on  the 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  tissue.  This,  I  am  quite  sure,  from  experi- 
ence, would  increase  it ;  and  I  would  also  advise  you  to  avoid  opium  if 
possible,  because  it  only  tends  to  produce  greater  constipation,  and 
when  it  is  simple  inflammation,  rather  aggravates  that  condition.  The 
hiccup  (the  diaphragm  sympathizing  with  the  stomach)  is  sometimes 
very  distressing,  and  you  may  occasionally  be  driven  to  the  exhibition  of 
opium;  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  you  can  only  give  it,  with  propriety,  as 
a  means  of  deriving  a  temporary  respite  from  the  distressing  effects  of 
the  hiccup,  which  it  is  far  better  to  endeavor  to  lessen,  indirectly,  by  di- 
minishing the  inflammation  of  the  stomach.  But  supposing  opium 
seems  to  be  absolutely  necessary ;  then,  before  giving  it  by  the  stomach, 
I  would  prefer  throwing  it  into  the  rectum,  in  the  form  of  injection — 
thirty,  forty,  or  even  fifty  minims,  in  a  small  quantity  of  starch  or  gruel. 

You  will  remember,  too,  that  during  the  early  part  of  my  treatment 
in  the  case  of  this  man,  on  the  second  or  third  day — I  added  to  each 
dose  of  the  hydrocyanic  acid  and  mucilage,  ten  grains  of  carbonate  of 
soda.  The  acid  eructations  appear  to  be  caused  by  a  morbid  secretion 
from  the  mucous  and  follicular  glands,  and  which  secretion,  unneutraliz- 
ed,  becomes  an  additional  source  of  irritation  in  the  stomach.  The  car- 
bonate of  soda,  then,  was  given  for  its  chemical  effect,  and  its  exhibition 
was  attended  with  advantage. 

The  diet  under  such  circumstances  cannot  be  too  simple.  Chylifica- 
tion  is  evidently  very  imperfectly  performed,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to 
task  the  stomach  with  food  in  large  quantities.  Nature  would  soon 
show  the  impropriety  of  it  by  vomiting  the  ingesta,  with  an  increase  of 
all  the  distressing  symptoms.  If  the  inflammation  be  very  urgent,  no- 
thing but  a  little  cold  wTater  should  be  given,  or  perhaps  the  best  thing 
would  be  a  small  lump  of  ice  placed  in  the  mouth,  to  be  thus  slowly 
dissolved,  and  allowed  to  trickle  down  into  the  stomach.  The  patient  I 
find  generally  derives  great  relief  from  the  reduction  in  this  manner,  of 
the  heat  which  extends  from  the  stomach  into  the  pharynx.  Plain  cold 
drinks,  in  fact,  are  most  grateful,  though,  if  the  symptoms  be  less  urgent, 
there  is  no  objection  to  allowing  the  patient,  as  1  did  in  this  case,  a  small 
quantity  of  arrow-root,  or  sago,  in  water.  Every  stimulant  ought  to  be 
most  carefully  avoided.  This  man  himself  stated,  that  everything  that 
he  took  that  w7as  "  strong,"  meaning  beer  or  spirits,  aggravated  his  symp- 
toms. You  will  find  it  of  great  importance  to  attend  to  this  in  private 
practice.  You  will  frequently  be  called  to  cases  which  will  puzzle  you 
to  decide  whether  they  really  arise  from  some  slow  and  insidious  inflam- 
matory action  in  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  stomach,  or  are  merely  the 
result  of  functional  derangement,  brought  on  probably  by  some  intem- 
perance in  eating  or  drinking.    Take  it  as  a  rule,  in  which  you  can 
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never  err,  that  if  there  is  much  heat  of  stomach,  much  tenderness  in  the 
epigastric  region,  and,  more  especially,  an  increase  of  heat  there  on 
pressure,  you  will  be  right  in  treating  the  case  antiphlogistically,  imme- 
diately debarring  your  patient  from  every  stimulating  article  of  drink  and 
food,  and  applying  leeches  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  or,  if  the  pulse 
warrants  it,  abstracting  blood  from  the  arm.  Supposing  that  you  com- 
mit an  error  in  diagnosis,  and  that  it  is  only  functional  derangement  (and 
I  admit  that  sometimes  it  is  difficult  accurately  to  distinguish),  you  can 
do  your  patient  no  harm  by  the  restriction  of  his  regimen,  the  applica- 
tion of  a  few  leeches,  and  employing  counter-irritation ;  but  you  may  do 
infinite  mischief,  under  the  idea  of  the  case  being  merely  one  of  a  weak 
condition  of  the  stomach,  by  giving  stimulants  and  tonics,  prescribing 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  allowing  brandy-and-water,  advising  an  increase 
in  the  daily  quantity  of  his  wine,  and  permitting  him  to  live  a  little  more 
"  generously." 


CASE  OF  PARTIAL  AMAUROSIS  FROM  NARCOTICS. 

BY  EDWARD  J.  DAVENPORT,  M.D. 
[Comhiunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Winifred  Comans,  aged  15,  applied  for  advice  during  the  summer  of 
1835,  on  account  of  a  weakness  of  sight,  which  had  been  experienced 
from  childhood.  The  complaint  seemed  to  be  analogous  to  that  known 
under  the  name  of  morbid  sensibility  of  the  retina ;  marked  in  this  case 
by  inability  to  apply  the  eyes  to  small  objects,  as  in  reading,  sewing, 
&ic.  The  continued  effort  to  do  this,  occasioned  uneasy  feelings  in  the 
eyeballs,  accompanied  with  a  confusion  or  running  together  of  objects, 
and  a  general  dimness  or  temporary  loss  of  vision.  This  had  in- 
creased of  late,  and  was  attended  with  well-marked  Presbyopia.  The 
discovery  of  this  state  of  the  organ  of  vision  was  owing  to  the  pa- 
tient's trying  the  convex  or  magnifying  glasses  of  an  aged  person. 
The  use  of  these  glasses  benefited  vision  in  a  measure,  but  did  not  by 
any  means  remove  the  difficulty.  There  were  neither  muscae  volitantes 
nor  luminous  spectra ;  nor  was  the  application  of  the  eyes,  as  happens 
in  many  instances,  attended  with  pain  in  the  eyeball,  and  a  sense  of 
stricture  across  the  forehead.  There  was  a  slight  redness  of  the  con- 
junctiva, especially  of  that  portion  of  the  membrane  lining  the  eyelids. 
The  cornese  were  clear  and  transparent,  but  apparently  were  neither 
preternaturally  convex  nor  too  much  flattened.  The  hides,  however, 
deviated  from  a  plane,  and  were  remarkably  convex,  approximating  to  a 
cone  with  its  apex  towards  the  cornea.  The  pupils  were  contracted, 
and  did  not  vary  much  when  under  the  influence  of  a  strong  light. 
Deep-seated  humors  not  opaque.    Iris  of  a  blue  color.    Health  good. 

When  very  young,  she  had  the  smallpox  in  its  severest  form,  to  which 
it  is  not  unlikely  the  weakness  of  sight  may  be  attributed  ;  although  her 
mother  does  not  recollect  that  any  ophthalmia  attended  the  attack.  All 
the  other  members  of  the  family  have  good  vision. 

A  few  days  since,  this  patient  again  applied  for  advice,  with  the  pupil 
of  the  right  eye  dilated  to  the  utmost  extent  and  entirely  motionless ;  at 
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the  same  time  the  power  of  vision  was  so  much  impaired,  that  she  was 
unable  to  distinguish  common  print  at  all,  while  the  sight  and  the  general 
state  of  the  opposite  eye  remained  as  before.  The  dilatation  of  the  pu- 
pil and  the  impaired  vision  of  the  right  eye,  occurred  a  few  hours  only 
previous  to  application,  and  the  patient  could  assign  no  cause,  except 
that  she  had  got  some  dust  into  her  eyes,  which  had  occasioned  a  slight 
irritation  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva.  She  had,  however,  been  in  the  habit 
lately  of  sewing  considerably,  without  the  aid  of  glasses.  No  pain  was 
present,  either  in  the  eye  or  in  the  neighboring  parts.  There  were 
neither  muscse  nor  luminous  spectra,  but  merely  an  appearance  as  if  a 
mist  or  cloud  intervened  between  the  eye  and  every  object.  The  iris 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  light,  but  the  pupil 
remained  clear  and  transparent.  By  desire  of  the  patient,  active  treat- 
ment was  postponed  until  the  next  day,  but  in  the  mean  time  she  was 
directed  to  apply  tepid  fomentations  to  allay  the  irritation  caused  by  the 
dust,  and  to  give  the  eye  rest. 

Two  days  afterwards  it  was  found  that  the  pupil  of  the  affected  eye 
was  perfectly  restored  to  its  former  condition,  and  now  corresponded  in 
all  respects  with  that  of  the  opposite  eye.  The  power  of  vision  had 
also  returned  to  its  previous  state.  This  recovery  had  taken  place 
gradually  and  spontaneously,  the  day  after  her  application. 

Upon  more  minute  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  morbid  appearances 
noticed  the  first  day,  the  patient  recollected  that  she  had  handled  and 
examined,  at  that  time,  some  "ointment"  formerly  prescribed  by  a  phy- 
sician for  her  eyes.  And  she  also  stated  that,  by  his  direction,  a  small 
portion  of  the  ointment  was  put  into  her  eyes,  after  which  she  experi- 
enced a  dimness  of  vision  as  at  present,  in  consequence  of  which  she 
had  made  no  further  use  of  it.  That  this  "  ointment "  was  an  extract 
or  some  other  preparation  of  belladonna  or  stramonium,  is  self-evident; 
and  that  some  of  it  had  been  communicated  to  the  eye  accidentally,  is 
more  than  probable.  It  is  well  known  that  gonorrhoea!,  and  very  fre- 
quently purulent  ophthalmias,  have  originated  from  matter  conveyed  to  the 
eye  by  the  hands  or  clothes  of  those  affected.  So  in  this  case,  some 
of  the  extract  seems  to  have  been  carried  to  the  eye,  perhaps  by  rub- 
bing it  with  the  hand,  and  thus  occasioned  the  above  mentioned 
phenomena. 

That  vision  should  be  materially  impaired,  by  the  artificial  dilatation 
of  the  pupil  for  a  short  period,  is  certainly  an  unusual  circumstance,  theo- 
rizing dogmas  upon  the  protecting  offices  of  the  pupil  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  It  may  be  explained,  in  the  present  case,  by  reference 
to  the  pre-existing  derangement  of  the  functions  of  the  retina.  The 
pupil,  as  before  remarked,  was  preternaturally  contracted,  and  the  iris 
limited  in  its  motions  ;  evidences — though  taken  alone,  not  conclusive — 
of  some  morbid  change  in  the  retina,  either  functional  or  organic.  Con- 
sidering how  infrequent  it  is  to  find  one  eye  alone  attacked  suddenly 
with  amaurosis,  it  may  excite  surprise  that  the  true  cause  of  the  morbid 
appearances  was  not  suspected.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  circumstances 
are  narrated  as  they  occurred,  partly  as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  and  partly 
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as  an  example  of  the  delusive  nature  of  symptoms,  regarded  as  eviden- 
ces of  the  actual  occurrence  of  disease. 

In  two  other  cases  only  have  I  noticed  any  analogous  effects  from  the 
application  of  stramonium  or  belladonna,  and  those  occurred  in  females 
somewhat  advanced  in  life,  in  both  of  whom  there  were  previously 
symptoms  of  disease  in  the  optic  apparatus.  In  one  of  these,  amaurosis 
seemed  to  be  conjoined  with  glaucoma,  and  in  this  case  the  iris  did  not 
regain  its  usual  activity,  after  a  single  application  of  extract  of  stramo- 
nium, until  the  eighth  day,  during  which  time  vision  remained  more  or 
less  impaired.  This  patient  had  been  long  presbyopic,  and  the  iris  had 
the  prominent  or  cone-like  form  in  a  remarkable  degree — so  much  so,  in- 
deed, as  to  appear  to  be  in  close  contact  with  the  posterior  surface  of  the 
cornea.  The  pupil  was  also  somewhat  contracted,  and  the  iris  was 
rather  sluggish  in  its  motions.  In  each  instance,  the  increased  dimness 
of  vision  ceased  with  the  restoration  of  the  pupil  to  its  former  state.  In 
these  cases,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  stramonium  was  not  applied  as 
a  remedial  agent,  but  merely  to  assist  in  forming  a  correct  diagnosis  of 
the  disease. 

Boston,  June,  1836. 


INSECT  DISSECTIONS. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — Various  means  have  hitherto  been  prescribed  for  killing  the  Lepi- 
dopterous  insects  previous  to  their  preparation  for  the  cabinet ;  but  1 
have  found  all  of  them,  on  trial,  to  be  objectionable,  and  was  led  some 
time  since  to  devise  the  following  expeditious  method.  The  insect  is 
seized  with  the  thumb  and  finger,  by  the  under  side  of  the  anterior 
wings,  near  the  margin,  and  while  thus  securely  held  from  fluttering,  is 
injected  with  a  solution  of  oxalic  acid,  by  a  sharpened  capillary  glass 
tube  which  readily  pierces  the  under  side  of  the  thorax.  The  tubes  are 
from  six  to  eight  inches  in  length,  of  small  bore  and  very  thin.  They 
must  be  drawn  out  to  a  closed  bore  in  the  flame  of  a  lamp,  and  the  at- 
tenuated end  then  broken  off,  until  the  bore  becomes  perceptible  and  suf- 
ficiently large  to  admit  the  acid  to  rise  without  exhausting  them  by  the 
mouth.  The  injection  is  performed  by  the  mouth.  The  female  moth, 
so  tenacious  of  life  before  depositing  her  eggs,  expires  instantly  un- 
der this  treatment.  I  have  now  put  this  experiment  to  a  fair  test. 
Butterflies  and  moths,  killed  in  this  way  more  than  three  years  ago, 
appear  as  fresh  as  when  first  taken.  While  injecting  a  large  butterfly 
(Papilir  Asterias)  in  this  way,  the  double  membranes  of  its  wings 
yielded  and  became  perfectly  inflated,  and  is  now  preserved  in  this 
state,  with  its  wings  looking  like  so  many  sacs.  While  injecting  a  small 
moth,  a  curious  organ  was  observed.  Two  caecal  membranous  tubes 
were  projected  from  its  anal  ring,  each  half  an  inch  in  length  and  covered 
with  short  sparse  hairs.  They  retracted  entirely  within  the  body  as 
soon  as  the  injection  ceased,  and  could  be  made  to  reappear  at  pleasure. 
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These  observations  may  prove  interesting  to  the  Entomologist  and  In- 
sect Anatomist,  and  it  is  probable  that  some  nice  insect  dissections  may 
be  made  with  the  help  of  these  injecting  tubes. 

P.  S. — If  these  facts  are  worthy  of  your  notice,  and  are  not  remote 
in  their  connection  with  the  spirit  of  your  Journal,  you  will  confer  a  fa- 
vor by  giving  them  a  place.  lours  truly, 

Salem,  June  30,  1836.  C.  G.  Page. 


INSTITUTE  OF  FRANCE. 

Academy  of  Sciences — Session  of  the  Sd  of  August,  1835. 

Animal  Magnetism. — M.  Dupotet  read  the  Introduction  of  a  Memoir 
on  Animal  Magnetism,  which  he  defines  :  "  The  property  that  organ- 
ized and  living  bodies  have  to  act  upon  each  other,  through  certain  laws 
not  yet  well  known." 

This  faculty,  says  the  author,  so  evident  to  those  who  made  earnest 
investigations  upon  it,  was  always  objected  to  by  learned  bodies,  and  re- 
jected as  a  chimera,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  a  great  number  of 
distinguished  men,  who  endeavored  at  various  times  to  turn  the  mind  of 
people  towards  so  important  a  discovery.  Yet,  those  who  so  acted 
in  regard  to  animal  magnetism,  studied  with  ardor  the  phenomena  of 
light,  those  of  electricity  and  galvanism  ;  they  seem  to  have  thoroughly 
investigated  the  nature  of  all  those  fluids  foreign  to  "vitality"  and  the 
surprising  effects  of  the  "  vital  fluid  "  still  continue  to  be  strangers  to 
them. 

M.  Dupotet  recalled  to  his  hearers  the  excitement  produced  in  the 
scientific  and  medical  world,  when  Mesmer,  in  1784,  proclaimed  at  Paris 
his  new  ideas,  and  the  report  that  was  made  by  the  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  king  on  the  effects  resulting  from  the  practice.  Although  the 
conclusions  of  that  report  were  not  favorable  to  the  use  of  magnetism 
as  a  curative  means,  yet  the  experiments  were  eagerly  pursued,  and 
there  was  reason  to  hope  that  some  positive  results  would  soon  be  ob- 
tained, when  the  Revolution  broke  out.  Then  the  public  mind  was  not 
only  directed  from  scientific  researches,  to  occupy  itself  with  more  urgent 
concerns  ;  but  even  in  a  short  time  there  was  no  longer  in  France  any 
of  the  individuals  whom  Mesmer  had  initiated  to  his  doctrine.  Indeed, 
we  should  remember,  this  "  initiation  was  very  expensive,  so  that  the 
disciples,  who  previously  must  have  paid  a  hundred  Louis  (four  dollars  in 
each),  belonging  to  the  highest  class  of  society,  had  most  of  them 
emigrated." 

It  is  not  here  the  proper  place  to  examine  whether  the  presence  of 
the  "grand  seigneurs"  in  France  (noblemen),  forwarded  much  this 
branch  of  our  knowledge.  Whatever  it  may  be,  as  soon  as  tranquillity 
was  a  little  re-established,  experiments  on  animal  magnetism  were  resum- 
ed. If  the  enthusiasm,  says  M.  Dupotet,  was  not  so  ardent  and  quick 
at  this  second  apparition,  it  was,  however,  more  durable.  The  facts 
were  examined  with  less  prevention,  and  some  discoveries,  partly  acci- 
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dental,  having  brought  great  alterations  into  the  proceedings  used  to  pro- 
duce the  phenomena,  the  study  of  them  had  no  longer  anything  to  cause 
people  to  shrink  from  it.  Scientific  men,  moreover,  generally  continued 
to  manifest,  even  in  presence  of  the  facts,  a  very  great  indifference,  and 
often  invoked  the  old  report  of  the  committee  of  the  academy,  a  report 
that  most  of  them  had  not  even  read,  and  which,  after  all,  could  not  be 
properly  applied  to  the  new  face  with  which  the  question  presented  itself. 
Therefore,  it  was  between  the  hands  of  persons,  strangers  to  science, 
that  animal  magnetism  made  progress.  It  has  now  reached  such  a  point 
as  to  allow  scientific  men  to  get  the  knowledge  of  it  without  departing  at 
all  from  the  plan  usually  followed  by  them  in  the  sciences  of  observa- 
tion, which  constitute  the  ordinary  subject  of  their  researches  ; — and  I 
come  to-day  and  propose  to  make  them  witness  some  experiments  that 
seem  to  me  calculated  to  convince  them. 

If,  pursues  Dr.  Dupotet,  1  have  not  been  deceived  by  the  numerous 
phenomena  that  I  have  witnessed,  and  myself  produced,  they  furnish 
the  proof  that  our  brain  can,  through  the  medium  of  the  nerves,  dispose 
of  a  peculiar  physical  force  which  has  not  yet  been  appreciated,  and 
that  this  force,  directed  upon  an  individual  organized  as  we  are,  is  able 
to  produce  on  his  organization  some  physical  phenomena,  always  appre- 
ciable— phenomena  that  are  manifested  only  when  the  cause  is  acting, 
and  are  suspended  as  soon  as  it  ceases  to  act. 

This  agent  seems  to  me  as  producing  a  true  saturation  of  the  ner- 
vous system  of  the  individual  who  receives  it ;  for,  the  effects  do  not  in- 
stantaneously take  place  ; — a  certain  length  of  time  is  necessary  to  pro- 
duce them.  They  manifest  themselves  by  jolts  that  are  renewed  at 
intervals  more  or  less  distant.  These  motions  are  altogether  automatic  ; 
the  person  who  experiences  them  is  not  conscious  of  it  ;  he  is  entirely  a 
stranger  to  their  manifestation  ;  his  will  cannot  play  any  part  therein, 
and  I  require  as  a  necessary  condition  for  the  success  of  that  experiment, 
only  a  passive  state  on  the  part  of  the  individual  acted  upon. 

The  experiments  alluded  to,  can  be  made  at  any  hour  of  the  day, 
and  the  places  in  which  they  can  be  multiplied  are  numerous,  for  we 
shall  experiment  on  young  children,  and  in  easy  circumstances,  that  T 
will  let  you  know.  "  The  experiments  that  I  propose  to  do,  cannot  be 
confounded  with  any  of  those  that  have  been  tried  or  proposed  to  obtain 
the  proof  of  the  existence  of  animal  magnetism ;  they  are  entirely  dif- 
ferent, and  belong  to  me  exclusively." 

A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Academy  to  attend  the  experi- 
ments announced  by  Dr.  Dupotet.  This  committee  is  composed  of 
Messrs.  Dulong,  Magendie,  Serres,  Double  and  Roux. 

The  preceding  article  is  an  account  of  a  seance  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  August,  1835.  It  may  be  considered  as  a  document  in  fa- 
vor of  animal  magnetism,  and  as  a  proof  of  its  gaining  more  and  more 
interest  with  the  scientific  world  of  Europe.  It  was  extracted  from  the 
Journal  Hebdomedaire  des  Progres  et  Institutions  Medicales,  published 
at  Paris  by  Prof.  Bouillaud,  Vedal  and  Forget.  Ch.  Poyen. 

Boston,  July,  1836. 
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SUCCESSFUL  CESAREAN  OPERATIONS. 

[The  two  following  cases,  in  which  the  Caesarean  operation  was  suc- 
cessfully performed,  are  taken  from  a  late  German  work.] 

Case  1.  Related  by  Dr.  Wittekop,  army  surgeon  at  Geldern. — A 
strong  healthy  peasant,  who  had  been  delivered  by  perforation  of  the 
child's  head  three  years  before,  demanded  on  this  occasion  that  the  Cesa- 
rean operation  should  be  performed.  The  conjugate  diameter  of  the 
pelvis  was  less  than  two  inches.  She  felt  distinctly  the  movements  of 
the  child  ;  the  labor- pains  were  very  frequent  and  severe  ;  the  liquor 
amnii  discharged  ;  the  os  uteri  moderately  dilated.  The  head  was  the 
part  which  presented.  The  author  having  bled  the  woman,  and  emptied 
the  bladder  with  a  catheter,  made  his  incision  along  the  linea  alba.  The 
loss  of  blood- was  moderate,  and  the  infant,  with  the  placenta,  easily 
extracted:  the  intestines  did  not  protrude  through  the  wound.  After 
the  operation,  the  patient  seemed  well  enough  ;  but  as  the  bowels  were 
constipated,  an  Emuls.  c.  sal.  Glaub.  et  nitr.  was  given.  She  was  also 
ordered  a  draught  of  the  carbonate  of  soda,  with  some  laurel  water  and 
syrup  of  ipecacuanha.  Finally,  a  lavement  was  thrown  up.  The  bowels, 
however,  remained  obstinately  costive.  The  patient  vomited  frequently, 
and  was  seized  with  constant  hiccup  and  great  anxiety  and  agitation. 
The  abdomen  appeared  much  developed  between  the  umbilicus  and  false 
ribs;  almost  tympanitic;  however,  there  were  no  absolute  imfla  minatory 
symptoms.  The  patient  was  now  ordered  an  inf.  fol.  sennas  compos,  to 
be  followed  by  an  enema  of  Glauber  salts  with  hyosciamus.  This  pro- 
duced at  first  several  feculent  stools,  and  a  discharge  of  flatus  issued, 
succeeded  by  acute  pain  in  the  pelvis ;  at  the  same  time  the  discharge 
of  bloody  serum  from  the  inferior  angle  of  the  wound,  left  open  on  pur- 
pose, was  much  diminished.  In  order  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  se- 
cretion from  the  wound  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  woman  was  now 
placed  on  her  abdomen,  and  a  clyster  of  starch,  with  opium,  was  admin- 
istered at  once.  The  purging  and  painful  sensations  soon  diminished, 
and  the  discharge  from  the  wound  took  place  with  its  former  abundance. 
Cicatrization  now  rapidly  advanced,  the  patient  taking  bark,  calumba 
root,  and  wine,  and  on  the  eleventh  day  after  the  operation  the  patient 
was  able  to  leave  her  bed.  The  secretion  of  milk  was  small,  and  the 
infant  was  nourished  artificially  ;  however,  it  thrived  well. 

Case  2.  Related  by  surgeon  Von  der  Fuhr,  of  Duken. — The  sub- 
ject of  this  case  was  a  female,  thirty-six  years  of  age.  Labor  had  com- 
menced twelve  hours  before  the  operation.  This  woman  had  already 
borne  four  children  without  any  particular  difficulty  ;  but  after  her  last 
delivery  she  commenced  experiencing  pains  in  the  limbs,  and  especially 
in  the  region  of  the  pelvis ;  these  gradually  increased  to  such  a  degree, 
that  she  was  at  last  unable  to  move  or  walk.  On  examining  the  pelvis, 
it  was  found  that  the  ossa  pubis  had  inclined  inwards  towards  each  other 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  arch  of  the  pubis  was  completely  gone,  and 
the  two  bones  formed  an  acute  angle  at  the  symphysis.  The  promontory 
could  be  easily  reached  with  the  finger ;  the  antero-posterior  diameter 
was  two  inches  and  a  quarter  ;  the  transverse  diameter  was  very  small, 
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and  especially  the  oblique  one.  The  whole  inlet  of  the  pelvis  was  con- 
siderably narrowed.  Under  these  circumstances  the  author  considered 
the  only  hope  for  mother  and  child  lay  in  performing  the  Caesarean 
operation.  This  was  accordingly  done  in  the  usual  manner,  and  a 
healthy  child  extracted.  After  the  operation  the  patient  seemed  more 
lively  than  could  have  been  expected,  but  in  a  few  days  unfavorable 
symptoms  set  in,  viz.  frequent  vomiting  and  costiveness.  Some  calomel, 
with  an  occasional  enema,  was  administered  ;  this  brought  away  a  quanti- 
ty of  feces  and  wind,  and  the  patient  felt  much  improved.  The  amelio- 
ration continued  for  the  following  days  ;  the  lochia  now  set  in,  and  milk 
wTas  secreted  from  the  mammae  ;  however,  the  wound  did  not  present  an 
appearance  of  speedy  union ;  it  was  half  open,  and  at  the  second  dress- 
ing its  edges  were  completely  separated.  The  author,  therefore,  thought 
it  best  to  heal  by  the  second  intention  ;  the  wound  soon  began  to  suppu- 
rate ;  everything  went  on  well,  and  it  was  healed  in  less  than  seven 
weeks.  During  this  period  the  woman  did  not  suffer  from  any  of  her 
former  pains,  and  was  carefully  restored.  The  child  died  on  the  fifth 
week. 
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THE  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  MEDICAL  REVIEW. 

It  will  doubtless  be  recollected  that  a  passing  notice  was  given,  the  last 
season,  of  the  intention  of  two  distinguished  medical  gentlemen,  in  Lon- 
don, to  commence  the  publication  of  a  large  quarterly  medical  review. 
Notwithstanding  the  early  period  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  number  in  this 
country,  we  have  been  culpably  negligent  in  not  having  sooner  ap- 
prised our  readers  of  the  value  of  this  excellent  and  meritorious  publi- 
cation. Each  number  contains  about  three  hundred  pages,  good-sized 
octavo,  the  typographical  execution  of  which  defies  criticism.  But  the 
character  of  the  subjects  on  which  the  reviewers,  John  Forbes,  M.D. 
and  John  Conolly,  M.D.  joint  editors  of  the  Cyclopedia  of  Practical 
Medicine,  have  displayed  their  erudition,  is  of  a  high  order,  and  impor- 
tant to  the  profession.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  two  numbers 
which  the  American  agent  has  received,  we  are  constrained  to  say  that 
their  work  has  never  been  surpassed. 

A  remarkable  degree  of  candor  is  manifested  by  the  editors;  and,  what 
is  perhaps  unique  in  this  age  of  rivalry,  authors  are  actually  treated  like 
intelligent,  responsible  beings,  who  are  not  to  be  consigned  to  a  gibbet 
because  they  may  have  differed  in  opinion  from  some  one  in  the  confi- 
dence of  an  aristocratic  medico-chirurgical  clique,  or  an  imaginary  clinical 
giant.  Again,  the  vast  collection  of  instructive  matter  embodied  in  this 
excellent  Journal,  the  gleanings  of  every  region  where  the  sciences  are 
cherished,  gives  it  an  interest  and  a  power  which  can  suffer  no  deprecia- 
tion in  after  times. 

It  were  useless  to  conceal  our  ambition  to  circulate  our  own  labors  in 
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the  field  of  medical  enterprize;  but  we  are  not  so  blind  as  not  to  discover 
excellencies  in  the  meritorious  exertions  of  others  in  the  same  laudable 
pursuit,  nor  so  utterly  selfish  as  not  to  bespeak  a  fostering  patronage  for 
others,  possessing  superior  claims  to  ourselves. 

The  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review  recommends  itself  to  the  pro- 
fession— not  by  an  interminable  catalogue  of  professional  certificates,  in 
exchange,  nor  by  ingeniously  devised  notices  manufactured  at  home, 
with  reference  to  a  foreign  market.  Good  sense,  learning,  and  that  pe- 
culiar demonstration  of  the  requisite  qualifications  for  conducting  an  ele- 
vated, independent  scientific  quarterly,  is  its  present  distinguishing  char- 
acteristic. 

Mr.  W.  H.  S.  Jordan,  No.  121  Washington  street,  is  the  agent  for 
the  New  England  States.  Our  subscribers  or  distant  correspondents, 
whom  we  are  always  happy  to  oblige,  can  order  it  through  this  office,  in 
the  course  of  their  business  transactions. 


MEDICAL  REPORTING. 

On  looking  over  the  November  number  of  the  India  Journal  of  the  Medi- 
cal Sciences,  we  became  intensely  interested  in  the  transactions  of  the 
Medical  and  Physical  Society  of  Calcutta,  the  previous  month.  A  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  a  member  of  the  Society,  who  has  probably  lost  all  hope  of 
professional  success  in  the  world,  seemed  determined  to  distinguish  him- 
self by  interfering  as  much  as  possible  with  the  business  of  other  people. 
We  have  imbibed  such  an  utter  dislike  to  the  man,  solely  on  account  of 
his  narrow-mindedness,  and  jealous  disposition,  manifested  towards  Dr. 
Corbyn,  the  editor  of  the  Journal,  that  we  most  fervently  hope  that  these 
remarks  will  circulate  freely  in  the  circumscribed  circle  in  which  he  must 
move,  and  to  that  end,  extra  copies  will  be  sent  in  the  next  India  vessel. 

The  publication  of  a  Scientific  Journal,  in  India,  is  an  enterprize  de- 
serving the  highest  encouragement  of  the  medical  staff — a  numerous, 
talented  body,  distributed  over  a  vast  extent  of  territory.  In  fact,  every 
demonstration  of  interest  in  its  success  has  been  made,  that  could  be  wish- 
ed; and  in  order  to  apprise  distant  readers  of  the  progress  of  the  Home 
Society,  holding  monthly  meetings,  discussing  questions,  reading  papers, 
&c,  Dr.  Corbyn  published  such  minutes  as  he  was  able  to  gather  at 
each  sitting.  Satisfied  of  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  this  was  accom- 
plished, he  asked  permission  of  the  Society  to  introduce  a  thorough  report- 
er— a  person  whose  accuracy  could  be  relied  on.  To  this  proposition  it 
seemed  that  no  one  could  object.  At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
Secretary,  whose  name  should  only  be  repeated  to  convince  mankind  that 
the  genuine  principles  of  littleness  in  human  nature  are  developed  in 
every  clime,  assumed  the  attitude  dictatorial,  and  showed  how  gladly  he 
would  annihilate  that  excellent  Journal,  were  it  in  his  power.  Dr.  Cor- 
byn being  a  gentleman,  looked  him  down  in  the  beginning,  with  contempt, 
and  subsequently  brought  so  many  precedents  in  favor  of  the  system,  that 
every  member  present,  excepting  those  under  the  immediate  patronage  of 
the  dapper-secretary,  balloted  in  favor  of  the  request.  By  one  vote,  un- 
fortunately, the  negative  prevailed — and  Dr.  Corbyn,  therefore,  is  com- 
pelled to  pursue  the  old  imperfect  system.  The  Secretary  is  snappish- 
ly sDiteful — disclosing  the  bitter  constitution  of  his  character  when  the 
least  in  fear  of  the  success  of  any  one  more  brilliant,  more  learned,  or 
more  industrious  than  himself. 
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Without  reporting  the  doings  of  scientific  bodies — universally  practised 
in  Europe — who  would  feel  at  all  interested  in  them  ?  In  fact,  in  Eng- 
land, nothing  gives  a  medical  association  more  pleasure  than  to  have  the 
public  acquainted  with  their  doings.  Journals  the  most  sought,  are  those 
detailing  the  minutest  circumstances  of  deliberative  bodies.  What  con- 
tributes more  than  the  excellent,  accurate  medical  reports  of  the  London 
Lancet,  to  give  that  work  such  an  immense  circulation  ? 

In  expressing  our  sympathy  for  Dr.  Corbyn,  in  being  associated,  neces- 
sarily, in  a  society  with  one  whose  name  has  been  expressly  introduced 
here  that  it  may  be  remembered,  we  wish  also  to  assure  him  that  the  In- 
dia Journal  is  an  honor  to  the  country  from  which  it  emanates. 


SOUTHERN  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 

A  new  medical  monthly  Journal  of  sixty-four  pages,  was  issued  on  the 
first  of  June,  at  Augusta,  Georgia,  under  the  joint  editorial  management 
of  Milton  Antony,  M.D.  Prof,  of  Obstetrics,  &.c.  and  Joseph  A.  Eve, 
M.D.  Prof,  of  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica,  in  the  Medical  Col- 
lege of  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  specimen  number  is  creditable  to  our 
southern  brethren.  Remarks  on  Puerperal  Peritonitis,  by  Dr.  Garvin, 
of  Waynesborough,  the  leading  article,  is  an  extremely  valuable  paper, 
a  part  of  which  is  held  in  reservation  for  our  own  columns,  at  some  con- 
venient time.  "The  antiphlogistic  regimen,"  says  the  author,  u  should 
be  most  rigidly  enforced  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  first  stage  ; 
and  as  the  signs  by  which  the  commencement  of  the  second  is  to  be  re- 
cognized are  uncertain,  it  will  be  prudent  to  refrain  from  the  administra- 
tion of  anything  of  a  stimulating  nature,  until  the  presence  of  this  stage 
is  distinctly  ascertained." 

As  a  whole,  the  plan  as  well  as  execution  of  the  Southern  Medical 
Journal  is  excellent,  and  we  cordially  wish  those  engaged  in  this  praise- 
worthy literary  and  scientific  enterprise,  all  possible  success. 


Dental  Neuralgia. — Paris  dentists  are  making  considerable  talk  in 
consequence  of  the  success  some  of  them  have  had  in  replacing  teeth, 
after  extraction,  which  were  afterwards  firmly  held  in  the  sockets — with- 
out return  of  the  intolerable  pain  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  have 
them  drawn.  M.  Pernet  performed  the  operation  on  two  ladies,  who 
were  made  extremely  happy  in  being  able  to  return  home  without  the  loss 
which  they  had  expected  to  suffer.  In  many  cases,  no  doubt,  teeth  might 
be  thus  saved  to  old  age,  by  instantly  replacing  them. 


Pkloridzen. — Konnick  and  Stas  give  this  name  to  a  newly  discovered 
substance  which  they  found  in  the  bark  of  the  wild  apple,  pear,  plum 
and  cherry.  It  possesses  a  yellowish  white  color,  crystallizes  in  silky 
needles,  and  has  at  first  a  bitter,  then  an  astringent  taste.  Unfortunately, 
these  eminent  gentlemen  have  forgotten  to  tell  us  whether  it  is  good  for 
anything  or  not. 


Pulverized  Milk. — Mr.  Corbyn,  editor  of  the  India  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences,  informs  us  that  he  has  received  a  letter  from  an  inva- 
lid whom  he  sent  to  England,  from  Calcutta,  in  consequence  of  his  being 
so  reduced  by  hepatic  dysenteric  affections  as  to  require  great  caution  in 
his  diet,  stating  that  pulverized  milk  (Mr.  Previte's  invention)  restored 
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his  "  debilitated  constitution  to  health."  Is  this  novel  preparation  to  be 
had  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  ? 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  supreme  direction  of  everything  that  re- 
lates to  the  general  organization  of  medical  affairs,  in  Austria,  is  com- 
mitted to  the  chancellor  of  the  court  of  Austria.  The  director  of  Medi- 
cal Studies  in  the  University  of  Vienna,  is  also  the  Prolo-mcdicus  of  the 
empire. — Rhinoplasty — nose-mending,  surgically,  is  becoming  a  hobby- 
horse to  public  favor.  Dieffendach,  forty  years  ago,  understood  the  op- 
eration quite  as  well  as  any  one  in  these  latter  days. — Mr.  Wardrop's 
treatment  of  affections  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  by  purgatives,  is  worth 
practising. — A  floating  hospital  has  been  established  on  the  river  Hoogly, 
where  it  is  moored. — Over  one  hundred  cases  of  the  smallpox  are  said  to 
have  occurred  at  Columbus,  Geo. — The  medical  world  is  quite  in  a  calm 
of  late:  incorporated  societies  are  doing  very  little  towards  diffusing 
knowledge. — A  certain  Dr.  Charles  Wilson,  who  proclaims  himself  a  li- 
centiate of  the  Dublin  Royal  something,  has  been  arrested  in  this  city 
for  obtaining  goods  fraudulently. — Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson  has  been  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  to  make  a  geological  survey  of  the  lands  in  Maine  be- 
longing to  Massachusetts. — The  Cholera  has  again  broken  out  in  the 
papal  dominions. — A  new  edition  of  Dr.  Ticknor's  Philosophy  of  Living 
has  been  published  in  New  York,  very  much  improved.  Another  notice 
of  it  may  therefore  be  given. — Why  does  not  some  one  favor  us  with  a 
critical  notice  of  Dr.  Bowditch's  translation  of  Louis  on  Fevers  ? — A 
general  vaccination  has  been  authorized  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford. — 
A  correspondent  of  one  of  the  papers  enjoins  it  upon  the  people  to  be 
revaccinated,  even  if  they  have  once  had  the  operation  performed,  as  the 
influence  of  the  virus  wears  out  once  in  seven  years.  This  is  a  vulgar  error: 
when  once  well  done,  the  prophylactic  constitutional  effect  is  as  enduring 
as  life.  A  revaccination  is  a  certain  test  of  the  value  of  the  first  inocu- 
lation.— Dr.  Oliver's  system  of  Physiology  is  becoming  exceedingly 
popular  abroad. — A  distinguished  ex-professor  of  the  theory  and  practice 
of  medicine,  in  this  region,  is  preparing  two  volumes  on  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine. — A  physician  in  a  neighboring  State  has  expressed  a  desire, 
within  a  few  days,  to  introduce  a  gentleman  to  his  practice,  providing  he 
will  purchase  a  small  real  estate.  Letters  of  inquiry  addressed  to  the 
editor,  must  be  post-paid,  as  usual. — Correspondents,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  assure  us  that  no  particular  disease  is  now  prevalent. — A  second 
edition  of  the  Class  Book  of  Anatomy,  revised  and  enlarged,  is  now 
stereotyping  in  Boston,  the  first  being  out  of  print. — Dr.  Archibald  WTelch, 
of  Weathersfield,  has  been  appointed  to  deliver  the  next  annual  disserta- 
tion before  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut.  This  gentleman,  to- 
gether with  Drs.  Lucius  Tyler,  of  Griswold;  Samuel  W.  Gold,  of  Gosh- 
en; Samuel  Grandon  Johnston  De  Camp,  U.  S.  A. ;  and  Benajah  Tick- 
nor,  a  distinguished  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  have  been  recommended 
to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  as  candidates  for  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine. — The  Western  Medical  Reformer, 
printed  at  Worthington,  Ohio,  has  reached  its  sixth  number.  How  many 
periodical  scientific  reformers  are  there  in  the  western  world  ?  They 
seem  to  quote  from  each  other  very  liberally. — Freeman  E.  Mason,  M.D. 
late  of  New  York,  has  accepted  a  professorship  in  the  Worthington  Col- 
lege.— Hop  pillows  are  greatly  in  vogue  in  India,  all  at  once,  because  it 
was  ascertained  that  Mr.  Turner  prescribed  one  for  the  late  Governor 
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general,  in  preference  to  administering  internal  anodynes. — A  new  mode 
of  treating  erysipelas  of  the  extremities,  by  pressure,  is  spoken  of  favora- 
bly abroad. — M.  Dubois,  not  long  ago  chosen  professor  of  accouchment 
to  the  Paris  faculty  of  medicine,  has  given  the  profession  an  exceedingly 
ingenious  paper  on  the  mechanism  of  parturition. — Tracheotomy,  in  the 
last  stages  of  croup,  according  to  M.  Trosseau,  should  never  be  neglect- 
ed. In  the  months  of  June  and  July,  of  last  year,  he  operated  eight 
times,  and  saved  three  of  his  patients. 


To  Correspondents. — The  article  on  Consumption,  Insanity,  &c.  and  the 
critical  notice  of  the  "  Young  Mother, ''  will  appear  next  week. 


Died — At  Dover,  N.  H.  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Kittredge,  36.  Great  fatigue  in  taking 
care  of  several  cases  of  smallpox,  induced  disease,  to  which  this  excellent  man 
fell  a  martyr. — At  Manchester,  Vt.  Dr.  Roberts,  formerly  of  Natchez,  Miss,  by 
shooting  himself  with  a  pistol. — In  Sharon,  Ct.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  77. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Jul}-  9,  23.    Males,  13—  Females,  10. 

Of  consumption,  2— rheumatic  fever,  2— canker  in  the  bowels,  1— convulsions,  1— child  bed,  1 — 
infantile,  1— intemperance,  2— pleurisy,  1— debility,  1— fits,  1— dysentery,  1— accidental,  or  lockjaw, 
1 — apoplexy,  2 — sudden,  1 — croup,  I — old  age,  1. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.    Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  ^be 


given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry     by  Dr.  Channing. 

On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "  Dr.  Ware. 
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TREATMENT  OF  SPINAL  DISEASES. 

BY  JOSEPH   G.  NORWOOD,  M.D.  MADISON,.  INDIANA. 

It  is  an  easy  matter  to  object  to  the  treatment  recommended  by  our 
predecessors ;  but  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  to  propose  a  better  meth- 
od— one  which  will  bear  the  scrutiny  of  those  who  are  to  follow  us,  as 
well  as  the  test  of  clinical  practice.  The  treatment  now  to  be  detailed, 
it  is  believed,  will  stand  under  the  most  rigid  scrutiny,  as  it  has  shown 
itself  pre-eminently  successful  in  the  hands  of  its  author,  Professor 
Dudley. 

The  indications  to  be  fulfilled  are,  1st.  To  correct  the  disorder  of  the 
general  system,  and  thus,  by  arresting  its  effects  on  the  local  disease,  to 
prevent  its  further  progress.  2d.  To  restore  the  lost  parts,  if  absorption 
of  the  vertebrae  has  taken  place  ;  or,  if  the  disease  has  not  proceeded 
to  that  extent,  to  restore  the  parts  to  healthy  action.  To  effect  these 
objects,  the  same  principles  which  guide  us  in  the  treatment  of  other 
diseases,  are  to  be  relied  on. 

The  first  object  aimed  at,  the  restoration  of  the  general  system  to 
healthy  action,  is  one  of  paramount  importance  ;  for  the  patient  cannot 
recover  while  the  causes  continue  to  operate  which  produced  the  distor- 
tion. We  effect  this  by  the  use  of  all  those  remedies  that  we  pre- 
scribe for  constitutional  derangements  in  other  cases.  There  is  no  dif- 
ference in  the  condition  of  the  general  system  in  this  and  other  diseases. 
The  onus  of  the  malady  has  fallen,  in  this  case,  on  a  particular  part, 
because  there  was  greater  predisposition  or  capability  for  disease  in  it, 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  system.  A  very  slight  difference  in  predispo- 
sition, at  first,  would  have  given  us  hip-joint  disease,  simple  glandular 
enlargements,  tubercular  consumption,  or  affections  of  the  liver,  or 
kidneys,  or  uterus,  without  the  curve.  Then  the  general  treatment 
applicable  to  the  cure  of  those  diseases,  will  cure  the  one  in  hand  ; 
being  modified  only  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  local  affection. 

In  accomplishing  the  second  indication,  viz.  the  restoration  of  the 
bone,  rest  is  the  main  object,  while  the  first  is  being  fulfilled.  A  bone 
is  to  be  restored ;  and  the  means  to  be  employed  for  the  restoration  of 
bones  in  a  diseased  state,  the  result  of  constitutional  causes,  and  those 
the  result  of  violence,  must,  in  their  main  features,  be  the  same.  We 
cannot  produce  reunion  in  a  fractured  bone,  unless  the  parts  be  kept  in 
a  state  of  absolute  quietude  ;  no  more  than  we  could  heal  a  common 
incised  wound  by  the  first  intention,  without  keeping  the  divided  sur- 
faces in  apposition. 
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It  is  contended  by  Wilson  and  others,  that  the  bodies  of  diseased  ver- 
tebrae are  never  renewed.  This  is  shown  to  be  a  mistaken  opinion  by 
Baynton,  Copland  and  others ;  and  several  cases  treated  by  Prof.  Dud- 
ley, which  we  could  detail,  did  our  limits  permit,  would  most  effectually 
prove  it  erroneous.  Why  should  vertebrae  not  be  restored  as  well  as 
other  bones  ?  We  know  of  nothing  in  their  structure  or  functions  to 
forbid  it,  if  they  are  treated  in  obedience  to  the  same  principles  that 
govern  us  in  the  treatment  of  other  diseased  bones.  An  entire  bone 
has  been  restored  in  the  finger  when  lost  by  paronychia ;  and  several 
inches  of  the  tibia  and  fibula  have  been  restored  after  being  crushed 
almost  as  fine  as  powder.  Only  give  the  spinal  column  an  equal  chance, 
and  it  will  renew  itself  as  soon  as  other  bones.  I  know  an  objection 
may  be  raised  here,  founded  on  facts,  that  fractures  of  the  spine  are 
always  fatal,  sooner  -or  later ;  arguing  a  want  of  power  in  the  column  to 
repair  the  injury.  But  this  objection  does  not,  in  our  opinion,  militate 
against  the  position  we  have  assumed  ;  for  any  accident  sufficient  to  frac- 
ture the  back,  must  also  do  violent  injury  to  the  medulla  spinalis,  which 
is  not  the  case  in  constitutional  affections  involving  the  column — they  are 
gradual  in  their  advances,  and  may  always  be  ascertained  before  the 
medulla  is  fatally  injured.  In  cases  of  fracture,  death  does  not  result 
so  much  from  the  incapability  of  nature  to  heal  the  breach,  as  from  our 
incapacity  to  restore  the  parts  to  their  natural  position,  and  from  the 
direct  effect  of  the  violence  on  the  spinal  marrow.  Wherever  the 
curve  comes  from  constitutional  causes,  some  parts  of  the  vertebrae  are 
sound,  and  maintain  their  natural  relationship.  If,  however,  the  perios- 
teum were  destroyed,  we  do  not  suppose  the  bone  could  be  regenerated. 
Soemmering  relates  a  case  of  the  fracture  of  the  spine,  in  which  union 
of  the  bones  had  advanced  almost  to  complete  ossification  in  three 
weeks.  The  patient  died,  but  certainly  not  from  defective  powers  of 
ossification. 

The  rest  spoken  of,  is  not  intended  to  be  absolute,  as  is  contended  for 
by  Mr.  Abernethy.  Exercise  is  of  as  much  importance  to  health  as 
rest ;  and  to  it  in  a  great  measure  we  must  attribute  the  cure  of  Mr. 
Baynton's  case.  This  exercise  must,  in  every  instance,  be  taken  in  a 
horizontal  position,  and  the  patient,  on  no  account,  be  allowed  to  rise  at 
any  period  of  the  cure.  If  he  does  rise,  the  pressure  made  on  the  new 
parts  will  cause  their  absorption,  and  the  degree  of  irritation  induced 
will  render  the  disease  more  aggravated  than  at  the  beginning  of  the 
cure.  New  parts  are  always  more  easily  acted  on  by  the  absorbents 
than  old  ones.  We  see  this  constantly  exemplified  in  ulcers  which 
break  out  in  old  cicatrices.  So  great  is  the  irritability  of  the  part,  that  a 
very  slight  scratch  is  often  sufficient  to  produce  a  large  and  intractable  ul- 
cer, especially  if  aided  by  derangement  of  the  alimentary  organs.  Exercise 
in  the  upright  position  in  cases  of  spinal  affection,  where  the  disease  has 
proceeded  to  any  extent,  would  be  highly  favorable  to  the  formation  of 
abscesses  ;  and,  according  to  Mr.  Brodie,  where  they  are  formed,  the 
termination  is  always  fatal. 

The  patient  may  play  his  extremities  freely,  and  roll  across  the  floor 
as  often  as  he  may  feel  disposed.     Absolute  rest  is  only  necessary 
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where  anchylosis  with  a  curve  is  the  object ;  but  after  the  constitutional 
disorder  is  impressed  by  the  proper  remedies,  motion  does  not  hurt,  but 
favors  the  cure  by  improving  the  general  health,  and  giving  all  possible 
energy  to  the  muscular  system. 

Mr.  Pott  confined  his  patients  in  bed  during  the  greatest  part  of  the 
time  occupied  in  creating  anchylosis  ;  but  he  did  not  attribute  to  the  pos- 
ture the  good  effects  in  any  degree.  His  drains  were  thought  to  accom- 
plish everything. 

Where  the  disease  has  resulted  from  the  absurd  fashions  of  dress 
producing  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the  trunk,  and  has  not  proceeded 
to  actual  caries  of  the  bone,  exercise,  in  the  manner  pointed  out,  is 
really  the  main  feature  in  the  cure.  And  if,  when  the  patient  rises, 
there  should  be  a  tendency  to  a  recurrence,  the  patient  can,  by  an  effort 
of  the  will,  rectify  it  without  the  aid  of  machinery,  which  by  again 
debilitating  the  muscles  would  only  occasion  a  relapse.  The  familiar 
illustration  of  Mr.  Hunter,  of  the  ploughboy  turned  soldier,  is  in  point. 
He  proved  by  it,  that  the  habit  of  carrying  the  person  in  any  particular 
manner  might  be  acquired  at  any  period  of  life. 

Before  we  pass  on  we  will  give  our  objection  to  drains,  as  proposed 
by  Mr.  Pott,  and  recommended  by  some  of  the  European  surgeons,  and 
nearly  all  the  American  ones  at  the  present  day.  We  might  give  more, 
but  will  content  ourselves  with  naming  one  all  sufficient  one.  If  drains 
were  made  on  the  spinal  region,  the  patient  would  be  debarred  from 
taking  the  exercise  we  have  recommended,  and  which  is  so  necessary  to 
the  healthy  action  of  the  chylopoietic  viscera,  and  to  the  invigoration  of 
the  muscular  system.    If  placed  anywhere  else,  they  could  do  no  good. 

Most  cases  of  spinal  diseases  are  the  result  of  a  scrofulous  habit, 
which  is  always  considered  one  of  debility.  Hence,  the  common  prac- 
tice has  been  to  resort  to  tonics,  in  order  to  build  up  the  patient's  consti- 
tution. The  result  of  the  practice  is  its  most  signal  condemnation.  It 
has  always  failed,  because  it  was  founded  on  erroneous  physiological 
views. 

The  system  is  in  a  state  of  great  debility,  to  be  sure ;  but  instead  of 
requiring  tonics,  requires  the  very  reverse  of  what  are  usually  so  de- 
nominated. They  are  the  source  of  failure.  The  debility  is  so  great, 
that  the  excitement  created  by  the  tonic  cannot  be  borne  ;  there  is  not 
sufficient  stamina  in  the  system  to  maintain  it  at  the  point  to  which  it  is 
raised,  and  in  attempting  to  do  this,  it  wears  itself  out  by  overaction, 
and  sinks  below  the  point  at  which  the  tonic  found  it.  Such  medicines 
are  of  no  effect  in  removing  the  cause  of  the  disease,  which  is,  in  every 
instance,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  chylopoietic  derangement.  So  far 
from  stimulating,  nothing  calculated  to  increase  the  pulse  or  produce  ex- 
citement, should,  at  any  period  of  the  cure,  be  allowed. 

In  regard  to  the  employment  of  medicinal  agents,  emetics  and  cathar- 
tics are  the  remedies  to  be  relied  on ;  especially  the  former. 

The  object  is,  to  bring  the  chylopoietic  viscera  into  a  healthy  condi- 
tion, that  they  may  elaborate  chyle  of  the  very  best  quality ;  for  it  is 
only  by  this  that  the  system  is  to  be  sustained  and  renovated,  and  the 
consequences  of  the  local  affection  repaired.    The  secretions  are  always 
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deficient  or  depraved ;  and  hence,  emetics  and  mercurial  cathartics,  by 
their  salutary  influence  on  the  secreting  organs,  and  especially  the  liver, 
are  our  best  remedies. 

If,  however,  the  system  be  so  much  prostrated,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
bear  emetics  as  often  as  desired,  they  may  be  suspended  at  intervals  ; 
taking  care  to  keep  up  effectually  the  action  of  the  liver  and  bowels. 
If  the  bowels  are  disposed  to  torpidity,  one  or  two  grains  of  tartar  may 
be  combined  with  the  cathartic  ;  or  if  they  are  inclined  to  be  very 
irritable,  calomel,  with  a  small  portion  of  ipecacuanha,  or  rhubarb,  will 
answer  better. 

In  making  choice  of  an  emetic,  the  condition  of  the  system  at  the 
time  is  always  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Tartar  may  be  required 
to-day,  if  constipation  exists,  or  we  wish  to  make  a  very  powerful  and 
permanent  impression  on  the  system  ;  but  if  it  has  a  tendency  to  pass 
off  by  the  bowels,  producing  serous  evacuations  and  debilitating  the 
patient,  to-morrow,  ipecacuanha  will  answer  a  better  pupose ;  or,  if 
that  becomes  too  irritating,  salt  water  or  mustard  will  fulfil  the  indication 
completely,  by  relieving  internal  congestion,  equalizing  the  circula- 
tion, reducing  febrile  excitement,  if  present,  and  arousing  the  dormant 
energies  of  the  nervous  system. 

Emetics  and  cathartics  are  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  the  circumstan- 
ces attending  each  particular  case  may  require.  In  some  cases,  emetics 
may  be  called  for  every  day  for  months,  and  cathartics  (which  should 
always  contain  a  portion  of  mercury),  nearly  as  often  ;  but,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  applicable  to  all  cases,  they  are  to  be  continued  at  proper 
intervals,  until  the  various  secretions  become  perfectly  healthy,  at  which 
time  the  disease,  both  local  and  general,  will  be  found  to  be  cured.  As 
to  the  time  for  exhibiting  these  remedies,  the  emetic  in  the  morning 
and  the  cathartic  at  night  will  probably  be  found  as  eligible  a  rule  as 
could  be  laid  down.  The  convenience  of  the  patient  must  be  consulted, 
when  nothing  forbids  it. 

Of  not  less  importance  to  the  accomplishment  of  our  object,  is  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  our  patient's  diet.  In  vain  may  we  exhibit 
remedies  unless  this  be  attended  to.  The  stomach  and  assistant  chylo- 
poietic  viscera  are  in  a  debilitated  condition,  and  unable  to  perform 
their  customary  functions.  In  common  with  other  secretions,  the 
gastric  is  also  depraved.  Hence,  if  we  overload  the  stomach  with  the 
most  digestible  and  nutritious  diet,  or  introduce  only  a  small  quantity  of 
that  which  is  difficult  of  assimilation,  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of 
gastric  liquor  it  cannot  be  digested  ;  but  acting  as  an  irritant  on  the 
alimentary  tract,  only  adds  to  the  already  existing  disease.  The  smallest 
quantity  of  food,  of  the  mildest  and  most  digestible  character,  is  to  be 
allowed.  It  will  afford  more  chyle  and  of  a  better  quality,  with  less 
expenditure  of  the  vital  energies,  than  a  large  supply.  The  design  is 
not  to  fill  the  vascular  system,  but  to  have  what  does  enter  it  of  the 
purest  character.  Indian  meal  mush,  skimmed  milk,  animal  jellies, 
water  gruel,  bread  of  unbolted  flour,  and  similar  articles,  may  be  allow- 
ed as  circumstances  dictate.    In  an  especial  manner  is  the  black  bread 
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serviceable,  on  account  of  its  laxative  properties,  thereby  assisting  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  the  biliary  secretion. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  entered  more  fully  into  the  philosophy 
of  the  treatment,  of  which  the  above  is  an  outline,  but  cannot  do  it 
without  extending  our  remarks  far  beyond  reasonable  bounds.  The 
above  treatment  is  applicable  to  every  case  where  the  disease  has  made 
much  progress  ;  to  all  cases  proceeding  from  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  or 
where  the  local  affection  has  created  general  disorder. 

In  some  very  rare  cases,  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  use  medi- 
cine at  all.  Dieting  and  posture  alone  have  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
permanent  cure.  This  was  in  cases  the  nature  of  which  was  ascer- 
tained at  a  very  early  period.  They  are  not  often  met  with  in  applica- 
tions for  relief. — Transylvania  Medical  Journal 


ON  CONSUMPTION,  INSANITY  AND  DEATH,  FROM  A  LOW  DIET. 

FROM  THE  MSS.  OF  A  MEDICAL  MAN. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  first  adoption  of  a  vegetable  diet,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  animal 
food,  of  which  the  present  writer  heard,  occurred  in  a  highly  respect- 
able family,  about  the  same  period  that  the  practice  of  entire  absti- 
nence from  all  stimulating  drinks  was  adopted.  Three  young  persons,  a 
brother  and  two  sisters,  died  out  of  this  family  in  quick  succession. 
Whether  any  other  members  of  the  household  came  into  the  vegetable 
diet  scheme,  I  do  not  know.  I  have  conversed  with  one  of  the  medical 
attendants  of  this  family — an  intelligent  member  of  the  faculty — who 
did  not  appear  to  have  any  name  for  the  disease  of  which  these  persons 
died  ;  nor  could  he  tell  why  they  should  thus  suddenly  have  dropped 
off,  as  they  did  not  manifest  any  very  marked  signs  of  debility  by  the 
pulse. 

Since  that  period,  I  have  received,  in  the  course  of  my  correspon- 
dence, a  letter  from  a  physician  standing  at  the  head  of  his  profession, 
in  one  of  our  States,  giving  an  account  of  a  gentleman,  formerly  a  dis- 
tinguished judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  which  he  resid- 
ed. This  man,  as  my  correspondent  writes  me,  "  died  a  maniac,  or 
under  a  monomania  upon  the  subject  of  diet  and  regimen.  He  literally 
starved  himself  to  death."  The  letter  adds,  further,  that  he  refused  to 
see  any  company,  "or  a  physician,  if  he  could  help  it,  and  died  a  mel- 
ancholy maniac."  The  same  letter  mentions,  also,  two  other  cases  of 
death  in  the  same  way,  and  from  the  same  cause.  One  was  that  of  a 
young  man  ;  the  other,  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  now  standing  high  in 
an  official  capacity. 

In  the  present  connection,  I  may  mention  the  death  of  a  highly  re- 
spectable clergyman,  about  whose  disorder  there  were  various  reports. 
One  was,  that  he  died  of  poison,  accidentally  taken.  Lately,  I  hap- 
pened to  be  conversing  with  one  of  his  physicians,  a  man  of  high  re- 
spectability, who  incidentally  referred  to  his  case,  and  decidedly  imput- 
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ed  his  death  to  a  cause  which  I  had  not  before  heard  suggested.  It 
was  that  of  abstinence. 

It  is  desirable  to  have  all  the  facts,  and  the  vouchers  for  these  facts, 
detailed.  But  these  are  matters  not  easily  to  be  come  at.  For  I  find 
that  there  is  even  a  repugnance  felt,  and  a  delicacy  manifested,  by  some 
physicians,  to  give  names  and  explicit  references  to  cases  of  this  kind. 
The  acute  sensibility  of  surviving  friends,  that  any  of  their  deceased 
and  beloved  relatives  have  fallen  victims  to  a  mode  of  living  which 
some  might  deem  suicidal,  is  painful  in  the  extreme.  And  this  feeling 
is  very  easily,  and  generously,  and  honorably,  reciprocated  by  their 
family  physician.  We  must,  therefore,  be  satisfied  with  the  facts  which 
we  receive  from  high-minded  and  honorable  men,  whether  we  have,  or 
have  not,  every  detail  which  might  be  demanded  before  a  judicial  tribu- 
nal; for,  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Rush,  truth  is  truth,  whether  it  is 
sworn  to  or  not. 

Besides  the  cases  already  noticed,  I  might  refer  to  at  least  five  per- 
sons, in  my  own  practice,  or  in  whose  cases  I  have  been  consulted,  who 
sunk  into  their  graves  with  adynamic,  or  anomalous  diseases,  from  absti- 
nence. They  were  all  temperate  people.  And  we  have  often  observ- 
ed that  it  is  this  class  which  is  most  apt  to  suffer.  They  were  also  all 
people  in  the  more  elevated  ranks  of  society,  and  not  to  be  compared 
with  that  class  whom  we  have  heard  adduced  as  a  proof  of  the  harmless- 
ness  of  a  sudden  and  total  change  of  habits  of  living — we  mean  those 
sent  to  the  state's  prison. 

There  is  reason  to  fear  a  frightful  increase  of  consumptions,*  in 
those  who  debilitate  their  systems  by  a  diet  too  low,  or  entirely  vegeta- 
ble. If  they  escape  their  graves  from  the  more  immediate  effects  of 
such  a  course,  which  those  mentioned  above  did  not,  there  is  much 
apprehension  for  the  future.  In  a  note  which  the  present  writer  took, 
from  hearing  the  MS.  lectures  of  Dr.  Rush,  the  sentiments  there  ad- 
vanced merit  attention  at  this  period.  That  great  physician  says  that 
some  have  recovered  of  consumption  after  having  been  given  over  by 
their  physicians.  And  he  accounts  for  the  fact,  upon  the  principle  of 
their  having  resorted  to  a  more  nourishing,  and  cordial,  and  agreeable 
diet,  than  was  allowed  them  by  their  medical  advisers.  But  there  is 
another  authority  in  relation  to  this  subject,  to  which  every  one  at  the 
present  day  will  listen  with  attention.  It  is  that  of  Laennec.  The 
effects  of  a  "  very  austere  "  diet  in  producing  consumption  in  a  religious 
society,  is  very  strikingly  exemplified  by  him.  And  it  carries  with  it 
the  more  weight,  as  the  relation  was  not  made  solely  with  reference  to 
an  austere  and  sparing  diet,  which,  however,  from  the  history  which  he 
gives,  appears  to  have  been  the  principal  or  only  cause  of  this  terrible 
mortality  from  phthisis.  It  occurs  under  the  head  of  consumption  from 
the  "  Depressing  Passions."  (See  Dewees's  Practice.)  Laennec  says, 
"  During  the  ten  years  I  was  physician  to  this  association,  I  witnessed  its 
entire  renovation  two  or  three  different  times,  owing  to  the  successive  loss 


*  Whilst  engaged  in  writing  this  article,  a  paper  received  announces  the  death  of  Mr.  Joseph  K. 
Edgerton,  aged  34,  the  last  of  a  family  of  eleven,  who  have  all  died  of  the  consumption. 
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of  all  its  members,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  number,  consisting 
chiefly  of  the  superior,  the  grate-keeper,  and  the  sisters  who  had  charge 
of  the  garden,  kitchen,  and  infirmary."  Now,  that  their  slender  diet, 
which  Laennec  calls  "very  austere,"  was  the  cause  of  phthisis,  seems 
evident  from  the  exemptions.  The  superior,  and  those  who  had  charge 
of  the  kitchen,  garden,  and  infirmary,  we  may  be  allowed  to  suppose, 
did  not  live  quite  as  abstemiously  as  did  the  remnant  of  this  half-starved 
association.  It  is  true  that  Laennec  refers  the  source  of  consumption 
among  these  religionists  to  the  "  Depressing  Passions."  But  the  cause 
of  this  depression  of  the  passions  was  no  doubt  owing  to  their  austere 
and  inadequate  diet;  for  we  have  not  observed  any  such  depressing 
effects  from  religion  itself. 

Insanity  has  already  been  clearly  traced  to  a  diet  and  regimen  too 
sparing,  and  especially  to  a  diet  consisting  wholly  of  vegetables,  accom- 
panied with  a  disuse  of  everything  but  water  as  a  drink.  And  between 
insanity  and  consumption  there  is  an  intimate  connection,  admitted  by 
all,  although  accounted  for  by  none.  Every  physician,  of  much  experi- 
ence, knows  of  instances  of  consumption  being  converted  into  insanity; 
and  of  insanity  and  consumption,  occurring  in  the  same  family,  who 
are  descended  from  an  insane  stock. 

The  religious  ascetics,  to  whom  Laennec  refers,  were  all  women — a 
sex  which  usually  bears  a  diminution  of  their  accustomed  diet  very  ill ; 
and  for  this  very  good  reason,  they  are  habitually  temperate.  We  never 
hear  the  word  glutton  applied  to  the  sex.  Whereas  the  really  intem- 
perate, both  in  eating  and  drinking,  are  benefited  by  abstemiousness. 
It  is  the  strictly  temperate,  as  we  have  often  noticed,  who  bear  a  change 
of  regimen  with  the  worst  effects.  Still,  there  are,  as  in  all  general 
rules,  exceptions,  for  very  many  bear  the  immediate  effects  without  in- 
jury;  but  the  remote  effects  are  ever  to  be  apprehended,  even  in  such 
cases. 

Men  who  can  feel  the  weight  of  an  argument,  and  who  can  deduce 
from  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future,  legitimate  deductions  and 
reasonable  conclusions  and  correct  inferences,  will,  in  no  very  long 
period,  we  apprehend,  be  horror-struck  with  the  picture  which  their 
own  hands  have  helped  to  draw.  It  will  be  the  maniac,  in  the  cell  of  the 
maniac,  with  the  consumptive,  and  the  graves  of  those  dead  with  con- 
sumption. We  beg  of  professors  of  colleges,  and  doctors  of  medicine, 
to  pause,  ere  any  more  names  of  these  descriptions  are  lent  to  measures 
fraught  with  mischief  so  deplorable.  Let  the  aborigines  of  this  country 
be  noticed  in  connection  with  a  national  change  of  diet.  It  is  a  fact, 
and,  so  far  as  we  know,  without  exception,  true,  that  the  Indians  who 
have  changed  their  native  mode  of  living,  for  that  of  their  civilized 
neighbors,  have  been  swept  away  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction. 
Where  the  early  European  settlers  of  this  continent,  as  William  Penn, 
in  Pennsylvania,  used  the  Indians  best,  and  thus  induced  them  to  adopt 
their  modes,  there  now  are  they  fewest  in  number :  whilst  in  Spanish 
America,  where  they  were  used  so  barbarously  as  to  make  them  detest 
and  spurn  every  custom  of  the  Spaniards,  there,  at  this  day,  they 
abound  by  millions.     By  changing  their  diet  and  mode  of  life,  they 
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died  ;  by  adhering  to  their  own  customs  and  manner  of  living,  they  re- 
tained their  health,  and  experienced  less  diminution^  of  their  numbers. 
Kindness,  therefore,  has  been  more  fatal  to  their  race  than  the  most 
barbarous  treatment.  The  former  led  them  to  adopt  a  mode  of  life  so 
little  congenial  to  their  own,  and  that  of  their  ancestors,  that  extirpation 
was  the  consequence. 

But  we  would  not  be  understood!  to~  deprecate  ^any  mode  of  diet 
or  manner  of  living  whatever,  except  relatively,  The  Scot  may 
live  upon  oat-meal,  the  Chinese  upon  rice,  the  Irish  upon  potatoes, 
and  the  Laplander  upon  the  offal  and  oil  of  fish ;  and  as  they  all 
live  as  did  their  ancestors,  they  may  all  live  in  health.  But  let  the 
Chinese  abjure  their  rice  for  fish-oil,  or  the  Laplander  his  fish-offal 
for  rice,  and  who  can  predict  the  diseases  that  might  ensue  ?  Still 
there  is  nothing  that  habit,  in  a  long  course  of  time,  may  not  overcome. 
But  few  individuals  would  live  long  enough  to  overcome  it,  as  respects 
that  mode  of  living  to  which  they  and  their  ancestors  had,  from  time 
immemorial,  been  accustomed. 

We  have  never  had  an  overweening  attachment  to  chemical  patholo- 
gy ;  but  the  result  of  some  experiments  from  so  high  an  authority  as 
that  of  Dr.  Mareet,  has  struck  us  with  some  force.    He  "found  that 
chyle,  formed  from  vegetable  food,  contains  nearly  three  times  as  much 
carbon  as  that  which  is  formed  from  animal  food."    Now  carbon  is  the 
principal  intoxicating  ingredient  in  alcoholic  and  vinous  liquors,  if  not 
the  only  and  entire  ingredient  having  any  effect  of  the  kind.    And  we 
can  easily  form  an  opinion  of  the  deleterious  effects^  of  a  superabun- 
dance being  introduced  into  the  blood,  of  this  substance,  from  the  per- 
nicious effects  of  alcoholic  liquors,  in  excess,  being  introduced  into  the 
stomach.    The  remote  consequences,  we  should  infer  to  be  debility,  and 
diseases  dependent  upon  debility.    But  the  immediate  effects,  where  it 
was  profusely  produced,  in  the  unaccustomed  vegetable  eater,  might  be 
that  of  a  poison  ;  and  we  may  account  for  some  sudden  and  mysterious 
deaths  from  this  source.     A  physician  of  my  acquaintance  entered 
upon  the  abstemious  plan,  both  as  to  drinks  and  diet,  with  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  of  its  promoting  longevity,  and  of  its  procuring 
long  life  for  himself.    He  died  suddenly,  not  long  since.    He  did  not 
live  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  but  he  resided  in  our  native  town,  and 
among  our  friends  and  relations.     We  have,  since  his  death,  visited 
them,  and  with  much  anxiety  we  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  his 
death.    But  we  were  able  to  obtain  little  information,  except  that  he 
was  abroad  on  Tuesday,  and  died  on  Friday,  and  that  without  much  if 
any  previous  illness.    Nor  could  we  learn  that  any  name  was  even 
popularly  attached  to  the  disease  of  which  he  died.    Were  we  permit- 
ted to  theorize,  we  might  infer  that  the  sudden  excess  of  carbon  in  the 
blood,  from  a  vegetable  diet,  keeps  up  the  pulse,  and  may  deceive  the 
physician.     The  three  first  cases  mentioned,  seem  to  justify  .  such  a 
conclusion. 
July  4,  1836. 
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"  THE  YOUNG  MOTHER." 

[Communicated  for  the  Po.ston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

At  length  we  have  found  the  means  to  read  this  book  through,  and 
we  hesitate  not  to  say  that  it  is  the  very  book  that  is  needed.  An 
edition  of  2000  copies,  issued  the  first  of  last  May,  we  are  told,  is  al- 
ready exhausted,  and  another  impression  of  3000  already  in  hand,  and 
partly  engaged.  It  is  a  duodecimo  volume  of  332  pages,  with  large, 
beautiful  type,  and  is  sold  at  the  book-stores  for  75  cents  a  copy. 

Dr.  Alcott,  the  author,  has  not  attempted,  on  the  humble  subject  of 
the  treatment  of  children,  to  be  brilliant.  "  Ornari  res  ipsa  negat,  con- 
tenta  doceri."  Nor  does  he  manifest  any  ambition  to  be  original.  He 
has  drawn  largely  from  Dr.  Dewees,  Dr.  Cadogan,  and  others.  The 
excellence  of  this  book  consists  in  its  being  a  safe,  intelligible  and  full 
directory  to  young  families  and  nurses :  and  we  assure  the  medical  men 
who  shall  recommend  the  work  in  their  respective  circles,  they  will  not 
be  likely  to  witness  disappointment  and  rebuke  from  their  employers. 
The  writer  of  this  notice  began  his  professional  labors  as  a  country  prac- 
titioner many  years  since;  and  the  recollections  of  the  embarrassments 
and  mortifications  resulting  even  then  from  the  ignorance  of  nurses,  are 
yet  both  vivid  and  painful. 

But  if,  twenty  years  since,  nurses  were  not  only  young,  inexperienced 
and  unskilful,  but  scarce,  what  in  the  name  of  patience  can  physicians 
find  now  in  the  shape  of  nurses,  when  the  young  women  of  New  Eng- 
land have  taken  it  upon  themselves  to  "man"  all  the  factories,  sew  all 
the  garments  that  are  sent  into  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Southern  States,  besides  many  for  their  own  friends  at  home,  array  the 
fairer  part  of  creation  with  dresses,  teach  the  summer  schools  and  many  of 
the  higher  seminaries,  attend  to  all  the  kitchen  concerns  that  their  mothers 
cannot  do,  polish  silver  plate,  stain  maps  for  all  America,  bind  millions 
of  books,  braid  straw  bonnets,  and,  just  now,  engage  by  hundreds  in  the 
silk  business  and  manufacturing  Tuscany  braid  ?  Alas  !  the  thing  is  ut- 
terly impracticable.  There  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  many  a 
"  Young  Mother "  is  destined  to  severe  suffering  when  she  is  first 
brought  into  the  trying  circumstances  of  the  nursery.  Some  green 
thing  or  other  is  sequestered — in  the  shape  of  a  nurse — not  only  with- 
out previous  training,  but  without  any  experience  or  judgment,  and  to 
such  ministrations  are  the  poor  infant  and  helpless  mother  consigned. 

Now,  with  these  prospects  before  a  young  married  couple,  the  book 
of  Dr.  Alcott  does  certainly  afford  some  relief.  Let  the  family  physi- 
cian see  to  it,  if  he  be  consulted,  that  the  husband  procure  a  copy  for 
his  wife's  especial  study  previous  to  confinement  ;  and  then,  although 
she  cannot  create  a  nurse,  she  can  direct  one  in  the  proper  course,  and 
thus  obtain  great  benefit  both  to  herself  and  the  person  employed. 

Nor  will  there  be  any  difficulty  to  a  person  of  ordinary  capacity  in 
understanding  it.  Dr.  A.  has  succeeded  in  avoiding  technicalities,  and 
in  making  his  work  really  popular.  We  noticed  the  word  hernia,  and 
one  or  two  other  similar  terms,  but  they  were  evidently  not  designed. 

We  beg  Dr.  A.  to  notice  two  things  in  his  next  edition.  1st.  If  peo- 
ple will  sleep  on  feather  beds,  and  we  are  quite  apprehensive  they  will 
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as  long  as  geese  and  hens  are  at  hand,  will  he  exhort  them  to  send  their 
beds  to  the  dressing  machine  invented  by  Reynolds.  We  have  this  day 
examined  the  original  machine  for  which  a  patent  is  obtained,  and  of 
which  agencies  are  established  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
Europe.  It  consists  of  a  sheet  iron  cylinder,  6  feet  long  and  3  feet  in 
diameter,  with  a  door  in  the  side  to  admit  the  feathers.  This  cylinder 
is  made  slowly  to  revolve  over  ignited  charcoal  or  wood,  at  as  high  a 
temperature  as  the  feathers  can  bear  without  crisping.  The  feathers 
are  previously  washed  in  a  solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  and  intro- 
duced into  the  cylinder,  and  while  this  revolves  the  feathers  are 
thoroughly  agitated  by  an  internal  rack.  The  steam,  loaded  with 
volatilized  animal  matter,  is  seen  issuing  from  perforations  in  the  barrel, 
while  the  coarse  dirt  drops  down  through  these  same  perforations  upon 
the  fire  and  the  hearth  beneath.  The  feathers  are  thus  rendered  pure, 
and  so  elastic  as  scarcely  to  bear  compression  into  the  tick  from  which 
they  have  just  been  taken.  We  have  slept  several  months  on  a  very 
old  bed  dressed  in  this  way,  and  so  far  it  appears  quite  renovated  and 
agreeable. 

The  other  request  we  have  to  make  is,  that  two  or  three  pages  be 
introduced  on  the  diet  and  regimen  of  the  "  young  mother"  during  the 
first  week  of  confinement.  We  do  not  speak  of  medicines,  for  the 
physician  will  see  to  this.  But  we  have  seen  such  uniformly  favorable 
results  from  an  absolute  restriction  to  the  farinaceae  during  the  first  few 
days,  and  such  infallible  troubles  from  an  animal  and  miscellaneous  diet, 
that  we  are  quite  in  earnest  on  this  point.  And  we  are  very  sure  that 
the  author  will  attend  to  this  subject,  and  make  the  book  in  all  respects 
perfect.    We  commend  the  work  to  general  favor  and  patronage. 

July,  1836.  N. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir — You  are  aware  of  the  proverb — there  are  no  friends 
who,  however  good,  do  not  find,  at  length,  some  matter  to  quarrel 
about.  Were  it  my  object  to  comment  upon  this  word — I  would  rather 
say,  upon  this  sad  truth — I  could  present  you  with  a  pretty  valuable 
sermon  on  the  instability  of  the  human  mind.  But  you  will  excuse 
my  not  attempting  for  the  present  such  a  high  task,  for  I  am  in  humor 
of  criticising,  and  not  of  lecturing  upon  any  moral  topic. 

The  subject  of  my  critical  remarks  is  the  notice  you  gave,  two  or 
three  weeks  past,  of  the  Report  of  the  magnetical  experiments,  trans- 
lated and  lately  published  by  me.  To  find  fault  with  anything  from 
you,  I  am  sorry;  fori  profess  to  be,  without  flattering,  a  decided  ad- 
mirer both  of  your  character  and  talents.  But  truth  being  the  invaria- 
ble motto  and  constant  end  of  our  pursuits,  we  must  pay  our  tribute 
to  it,  coute  qui  coute,  and  in  every  circumstance.  Therefore,  the  little 
article  alluded  to  having  been  made  public  through  your  Journal,  I  think 
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it  my  duty  to  say  also  to  the  public  what  I  find  wrong  in  it.  You  will 
certainly  approve  me. 

Let  me  begin  by  thanking  you  most  sincerely  for  the  high  terms  of 
praise  with  which  you  speak  of  my  introduction.  But  even  these 
praises  1  must  declare  as  altogether  exaggerated,  when  you  go  so  far  as 
to  advance  that  "  my  writing  is  far  better  than  that  of  the  distinguish- 
ed men  to  whom  I  appear  to  look  with  gratification  for  crumbs."  The 
style  of  the  report  has  certainly  suffered  by  my  translation,  owing  to  my 
incomplete  acquaintance  with  the  English  language  ;  yet,  as  to  its  compo- 
sition, no  one  can  deny  that  it  unites  in  a  high  degree,  all  the  required 
qualities  of  such  a  kind  of  writing,  viz.  a  plain  narrative  of  facts.  It  is 
simple,  clear,  methodic,  and  abundant  in  every  point.  All  that  is  neces- 
sary, and  nothing  but  what  is  necessary,  is  contained  in  it.  There  are 
found  no  figures  of  rhetoric,  to  be  sure — no  brilliant  movements  of  elo- 
quence ;  for  such  things,  non  erat  hic  locus.  If  the  report  had 
been  written  in  a  passionate  and  animated  manner,  people  might  have 
looked  at  it  as  an  extravagant  specimen  of  French  enthusiasm,  unworthy 
of  the  attention  of  sound  minds.  Had  it  been  argumentative  and  full 
of  theoretical  views,  they  would  have  called  it  a  mere  tissue  of  reason- 
ing, a  perte  devue,  to  support  facts  that  are  quite  sufficient  by  them- 
selves. In  a  word,  this  report  is  the  work  of  matter  of  fact,  judicious, 
and  scientific  men,  who  contented  themselves  with  saying  modestly  and 
decidedly  what  they  saw.  Now,  my  dear  sir,  in  referring  to  this  work 
for  the  composition  of  my  introduction,  I  did  not  look  merely  for  crumbs, 
but  for  wholesome  and  substantial  food,  and  I  may  say  that  I  found  it. 
If  my  own  fruit  has  proved  good,  it  is  because  the  fountain  from  which 
I  drew  my  inspirations  furnished  me  with  a  good  and  abundant  supply. 

But  there  is,  in  your  article,  an  assertion  that  1  cannot  help  thinking 
very  strange.  It  is  this  :  "  The  other  part  of  the  book  (  you  mean  the 
Report  itself)  fell  below  our  expectations,  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
containing  just  nothing  at  all.  Every  attempt  to  produce  something 
surprising,  fails,  because  the  evidence  is  not  sufficiently  definite."  What 
were,  then,  your  expectations,  my  dear  sir?  Was  your  mind  preoccu- 
pied by  the  idea  that  the  report  contained  something  else  than  a  series 
of  experiments  in  animal  magnetism  ?  If  such  was  your  impression,  I 
grant  your  assertion  is  perfectly  right — the  report  contains  just  nothing 
at  all  of  what  you  expected.  But  in  considering  it  such  as  it  ought  to 
be — a  narrative  of  experiments  made  to  ascertain  the  reality  of  animal 
magnetism,  I  defy  any  sound  and  honest  mind  to  deny  that  it  con- 
tains much.  What  a  light-headed  and  impudent  fellow  I  should  have 
been  to  present  to  the  public,  as  an  indisputable  testimony  of  the  truth 
that  I  have  so  laboriously  advocated  for  three  or  four  months,  a  work 
entirely  deficient  in  facts  !  and  to  assure  them  that  no  document  more 
authentic  and  trustworthy  can  be  found  on  animal  magnetism.  But  I 
am  confident,  and  most  of  your  readers  will  acknowledge  with  me,  that 
I  have  neither  been  mistaken,  nor  did  I  deceive  the  public,  that  the 
report  is  a  valuable  work,  wisely  written  by  respectable  scientific  men, 
that  it  contains  facts  pretty  satisfactory  of  the  reality  of  animal  mag- 
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netism,  as  may  be  inferred  in  the  conclusions  placed  at  the  end  of  the 
work. 

What  do  you  think  of  the  whole  series  of  facts  placed  under  the 
head  of  effects  very  probably  derived  from  magnetism  alone  ?  What 
do  you  think  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  epileptic  young  man's  case  ;  of 
Prof.  Itard's,  of  M'lles  Louise  Delapalne,  Samson's,  Cceline's  ;  of  the 
cart-driver's,  of  Mr.  Chalet's,  a  consul  of  France  at  Smyrna  ;  of  Mrs. 
Petit's,  Paul  Villagrand's,  Pierre  Cazot's  ?  Are  not  these  cases  strong- 
ly characterized  by  the  magnetical  action  ?  Are  they  not  surprising 
enough,  and  definite  too  ?  They  are  communicated  to  us  in  such  mi- 
nute and  precise  details,  in  a  style  so  calm,  so  clear  and  candid,  that  it 
is  sufficient,  to  my  mind,  to  read  them,  to  be  convinced  of  the  reality  of 
animal  magnetism.  How  could  you  affirm,  then,  that  "every  attempt  to 
produce  something  surprising,  fails,  because  the  evidence  is  not  suf- 
ficiently definite" 

Please,  my  dear  sir,  to  look  at  the  work  in  its  proper  view,  and 
you  will,  surely,  come  to  the  same  judgment  as  every  impartial 
reader  forms  of  it.  The  gentlemen  of  the  committee  having  to  report 
on  the  magnetical  experiments  they  had  been  attending,  thought  it  more 
logical  and  convenient  to  expose  the  effects  produced  in  a  progressive  or 
gradual  manner,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  slightest  to  the  most  evident 
and  surprising ;  so  they  did,  with  a  great  deal  of  method  and  a  scrupu- 
lous accuracy.  Supposing  that  you  had  made  a  series  of  experiments 
on  a  great  number  of  patients,  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  action  of  mer- 
cury, Peruvian  powder,  &ic.  ;  the  results  obtained  would  be  various, 
according  to  individuals — slight  in  some,  powerful  and  well-marked  in 
others,  no  effect  at  all  would  be  produced  in  some  others,  &c.  What  is 
the  reason  of  these  differences  of  action  ?  nobody  can  tell.  In  this 
respect  the  most  learned  is  ignorant  ;  all  that  he  can  say  is  that  they 
proceed  from  certain  peculiarities  of  organization.  Supposing  that  you 
had  to  report  on  the  experiments  alluded  to,  you  would  certainly  pro- 
ceed from  the  most  doubtful  and  slight  effects  to  the  most  efficient  and 
striking.  But  because  the  action  of  mercury  and  Peruvian  powder 
would  not  -have  been  equally  marked  and  successful  on  every  individual, 
would  you  infer  that  either  of  those  agents  does  not  exist,  or  that  they 
have  no  property  at  all  to  remove  certain  diseases?  Apply  these  sup- 
positions to  the  report  on  the  magnetical  experiments.  The  effects 
related  in  it,  vary  according,  very  probably,  to  the  peculiar  organization 
of  the  persons  acted  upon — some  are  slight,  others  powerfnl  and  surpris- 
ing. Yet  because  magnetism  acted  but  slightly  in  some,  and  even  not 
at  all  in  others,  woufd  you  conclude  thence  there  is  no  such  agent  as 
magnetism,  or  that  it  had  no  well-marked  effect  ?  Certainly  not.  Oth- 
erwise, in  extending  the  argument  to  all  the  bodies  in  nature,  we  should 
come  to  conclude  that  none  of  them  has  any  action  on  human  organi- 
zation. 

It  is  time  to  finish  our  polemic.  I  leave  it  to  those  who  read  the 
report,  and  will  read  this  article,  to  decide  which  of  both  of  us  is  right. 

Yours,  &c. 

Boston,  July,  1836.  Ch.  Poyen. 
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MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  resources  of  this  favored  country,  a  most 
niggardly  system  has  been  pursued  in  relation  to  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men— the  very  class,  of  all  others,  on  which  the  bounties  of  a  great 
commercial  nation  should  be  bestowed  with  an  unsparing  hand.  In  the 
first  place,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  supported,  by  a  direct  tax  of 
twenty  cents  a  month,  deducted  from  the  hard-earned  wages  of  each 
sailor,  without  any  regard  to  his  circumstances,  is  absolutely  disgraceful 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  But  even  in  this  unrighteous, 
oppressive  mode  of  sustaining  marine  hospitals,  there  are  not  half  enough 
of  them.  No  wonder  the  inquiry  was  made  in  Congress — what  has  be- 
come of  the  immense  sums  of  hospital  money,  which  has  been  rapidly 
accumulating  for  many  years? 

Seamen  are  necessarily  multiplying;  but  hospitals,  for  which  they  have 
invariably  paid  in  advance,  by  no  means  bear  any  sort  of  proportion  to 
the  actual  wants  of  seafaring  men.  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  a  few  other  cities,  perhaps,  may  have  a  marine  hospital;  but  should 
a  vessel  put  into  Holmes's  Hole,  Salem,  Newburyport,  Newport,  or  New 
London,  for  example,  besides  more  than  fifty  other  places  on  the  coast, 
distinguished  for  their  commercial  enterprise,  the  sick  sailor  must  either 
pay  his  own  bill,  or  be  carted  to  an  almshouse.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, as  the  government  have  pocketed  the  money,  the  Collector  of 
the  nearest  port  should  certainly  be  authorized  to  defray  all  unavoidable 
expenses. 

Again,  the  poor  sailor,  under  the  existing  rules,  is  not  allowed  to  re- 
main under  medical  treatment  but  about  five  or  six  months,  although  he 
may  have  been  paying  for  it  forty  years. 

In  all  this  bad  management,  no  one  individual  is  blameable,  because  it 
is  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  some  command- 
ing spirit  will  rise  up  in  Congress  before  the  expiration  of  another  year, 
to  vindicate  the  sailor's  rights. 

While  waiting  the  commencement  of  an  important  surgical  operation 
at  the  Chelsea  Hospital,  the  other  day,  we  involuntarily  began  to  muse 
on  the  general  aspect  and  circumstances  of  that  Institution.  The  loca- 
tion is  beautiful,  but  the  edifice  is  a  libel  on  modern  architecture.  Six 
wards  are  obviously  required,  where  there  is  now  but  one.  As  the  stingy 
policy  of  the  government  will  not  very  readily  add  new  apartments,  a 
few  window  blinds  on  the  front  would  not  essentially  effect  the  revenue  ; 
and  if  the  sun  could  be  kept  from  pouring  his  scorching  rays  directly  on 
the  beds  of  the  patients,  the  effect  would  be  delightful.  The  surgeon, 
according  to  all  precedent,  in  such  establishments,  should  be  empowered 
to  construct  whatever  might  be  advisable.  No  person  can  be  supposed 
to  know  so  well  what  is  actually  necessary  for  the  immediate  comfort  of 
those  under  his  charge.  How  much  better  and  wiser  it  would  have  been, 
also,  to  have  given  the  medical  officer  a  house  by  himself.  Being 
boxed  up  in  one  end  of  the  hospital,  his  family  must  not  only  be  annoy- 
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ed,  but  the  patients  themselves  are  under  restraints  to  which  they  ought 
not  to  be  subjected. 

Since  we  have  commenced  an  examination  of  the  Chelsea  Marine 
Hospital,  another  suggestion  may  be  useful  by  way  of  a  hint.  Extensive 
piazzas  are  needed  exceedingly,  entirely  round  the  building.  In  bad 
weather  there  is  no  place  for  exercise,  unless  the  convalescent  race  up 
and  down  the  long  passage  ways  between  the  wards,  to  the  disturbance, 
certainly,  if  not  the  injury,  of  the  sick.  To  complete  the  whole,  and 
make  it  what  it  should  be,  the  surgeon  should  have  something  like  a 
compensation  for  his  services,  which  never  was  the  case  in  this  port. 

With  all  its  defects,  Chelsea  Hospital  is  an  admirable  school  for  gen- 
tlemen in  the  study  of  medicine  and  surgery.  A  multitude  of  diseases, 
from  every  clime,  are  there  concentrated.  Operations,  various  and  im- 
portant, are  constantly  occurring — and  on  this  account,  were  economy 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  we  can  strongly  recommend  students  to 
avail  themselves  of  its  many  privileges. 


COPLAND'S  MEDICAL  DICTIONARY. 

A  correspondent  residing  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  makes  the  following 
inquiry — c<  Can  you  give  me  any  information  in  regard  to  Copland's  Dic- 
tionary ?  Are  subscribers  to  be  disappointed  so  frequently  and  no  apolo- 
gy offered  by  the  publishers?  A  liberal  public  will  always  be  satisfied 
with  reasonable  apologies." 

Believing  the  representations  of  the  publishers,  we  have  time  and 
again  apologized  for  them,  and  exerted  our  feeble  influence  to  persuade 
the  subscribers  to  that  excellent  work,  that  they  would  not  be  wronged, 
as  the  delays  were  unforeseen,  and  beyond  the  control  of  Messrs.  Green 
and  Colman.  Letters  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States  have 
been  addressed  to  us,  repeatedly,  to  know  what  those  gentlemen  mean  by 
such  a  quibbling,  and,  in  this  country,  unprecedented  course  of  hope-de- 
ferring conduct.  That  there  is  something  mysteriously  wrong  in  the 
matter,  in  our  estimation,  cannot  longer  be  concealed.  The  third  part 
might  have  been  printed  and  distributed  long  since,  as  promised  ;  but 
there  is  not  a  single  symptom  manifested  in  the  neighborhood  of  this 
office,  calculated  to  encourage  patrons  with  the  expectation  of  obtaining 
what  they  have  paid  for  in  advance,  and  what  they  should  have  had, 
without  importunity,  many  months  ago. 

Mr.  Colman  is  our  acquaintance — kind-hearted,  indefatigable,  and 
distinguished  for  promptitude  in  business.  It  is  the  more  surprising, 
therefore,  that  he,  of  all  other  men,  should  allow  his  reputation  to  be 
jeopardized  in  this  unnecessary  manner.  Mr.  Green,  of  Washington, 
we  know  nothing  about.  As  he  is  constantly  printing  something  pertain- 
ing to  medicine,  it  is  very  certain  that  his  press  has  not  been  unemploy- 
ed. If  any  one  is  disposed  to  vindicate  the  house,  we  invite  them  to  do 
it  in  this  Journal — its  pages  being  open  for  the  relation  of  facts.  We 
have  been  favored  with  declarations  in  abundance,  and  if  nothing  ex- 
tenuating is  presented,  justice  requires  that  a  thorough  dissection  should 
be  made  with  a  view  to  discovering  the  motives  which  have  influenced 
these  publishers  to  tantalize  a  whole  body  of  intelligent  men,  who  would 
gladly  have  sustained  them  in  any  measures  that  would  have  redounded 
to  their  individual  benefit. 
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Scarcity  of  Leeches  in  France. — Twenty-five  years  ago,  says  M. 
Guibourt,  in  a  report  drawn  up  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  more  than 
enough  leeches  were  produced  in  France  to  supply  the  demand,  at  from 
15  to  60  francs  a  thousand.  The  consumption  so  much  increased,  that 
resort  was  had  to  Belgium,  Spain,  Italy,  Bohemia,  and  even  Africa.  A 
few  only  are  now  produced  in  France,  although  the  price  is  from  150  to 
200  francs  a  thousand.  Brittany  and  Sologne  furnish  a  few  for  com- 
merce. Spain  and  Bohemia  are  now  exhausted.  Those  from  Turkey 
are  quite  inferior,  and  the  vast  marshes  of  Hungary  are  beginning  to  be 
depopulated  of  them.  Vertus,  an  establishment  near  Paris,  is  now  sup- 
plied from  the  frontiers  of  Russia  and  Turkey.  They  are  brought 
from  Palota  in  bags,  each  containing  from  50  to  70  weight,  suspended  in 
carts,  which  carry  them  to  Paris  in  fourteen  days.  The  report  supposes 
that  500,000  are  used  annually  in  the  hospitals  of  that  great  capital, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  have  conveyed  to  marshy  districts,  as  they  are 
used,  and  there  left  to  propagate.  The  cost  to  hospitals  for  leeches, 
yearly,  is  computed  at  70,000  francs. 


Diseases  of  European  Sailors. — Dr.  Stewart  remarked  at  one  of  the 
late  meetings  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Society  of  Calcutta,  that 
two  hundred  and  forty-four  European  sailors  had  been  under  his  care, 
from  the  15th  of  Nov.  1834,  to  the  18th  of  Sept.  1835— of  which  all 
but  three  were  white  men,  and  recently  arrived,  and  the  majority  of 
them  had  acute  diseases;  the  number  of  deaths  was  fourteen.  As  he 
had  directed  his  attention  the  last  ten  months  to  the  effects  of  tropical 
disease  on  European  sailors,  he  was  so  forcibly  struck  with  the  pecu- 
liarities attendant  upon  them,  that  he  was  anxious  to  receive  the  opinion 
of  his  medical  brethren  upon  the  subject. 


Medical  Faculty  of  Berlin. — There  are  sixteen  ordinary  professors,  ten 
extraordinary,  and  fifteen  private  teachers,  or  lecturers — so  that,  taken 
together,  there  are  forty-one  instructers  in  the  University.  Hufeland, 
universally  celebrated,  though  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine,  no  longer 
delivers  public  lectures.  Von  Grafe  is  the  Professor  of  Surgery,  Schlemm 
has  Anatomy;  and  Miiller  Anatomy  and  Physiology  combined.  None  of 
the  remainder  are  distinguished,  though  all  of  them  are  men  of  the  highest 
qualifications.  All  of  the  ordinary  professors  and  four  of  the  extraordinary, 
receive  salaries — the  joint  amount  of  which  is  15,450  rix  dollars.  For 
the  support  of  the  anatomical  theatre  and  museum,  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  Miiller,  director,  and  Schlemm,  prosector,  it  costs,  annually, 
$3,167.  A  very  valuable  collection  of  surgical  and  obstetrical  instru- 
ments and  bandages  is  maintained  at  an  expense  of  430  dollars,  under 
the  superintendence  of  Kluge,  one  of  the  extraordinary  Professors  of 
Surgery. 

Each  of  the  twenty-five  governments  into  which  the  government  of 
Prussia  is  divided,  has  a  government  medical  counsellor — regierungs- 
medicinalrath — for  the  recognizance  of  medical  cases  coming  under  the 
notice  of  the  administration,  each  with  a  salary  of  from  900  to  1200  dol- 
lars. To  this  functionary  the  Physici  of  the  district  give  in  their  reports, 
and  from  him  emanate  all  the  sanitory  police  arrangements. 
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To  Correspondents. — The  case  of  Chronic  Peritonitis  in  the  Massachusetts 
State  Prison,  came  too  late  for  this  week. — A  variety  of  Medical  Miscellany  has 
been  laid  over  for  want  of  room. — Dr.  Sweetser  will  accept  our  thanks— we  shall 
examine  his  book  very  soon. — A  biographical  sketch  of  the  late  excellent  Dr. 
Hazeltine,  whose  death  is  announced  to-day,  from  some  of  the  Lynn  or  Salem 
physicians,  would  be  read  with  interest. 


Died — In  Lynn,  Mass.  Dr.  Richard  Hazeltine,  aged  62. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  16,  25.    Males,  14 — Females,  11. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  in 
Mason  Street,  Boston,  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  next,  at  1-4  before  9  A.  M.  and  will  con- 
tinue three  months.  For  one  month  after  the  end  of  the  course  Lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  Dissecting  Room  will  be  open  to  such  Students  as  may  remain,  without  additional  fee. 
Such  Students  may  also  attend  the  Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 


Anatomy  and  Operations  in  Surgery,       -  -       -         -                     Dr.  Warren. 

Chemistry,       -      --      --      -  -           Dr.  Webster. 

MateriR  Medica,         _   w   .         _         .  _         _         __         dr.  Bigelow. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,      -  Dr.  Channing. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  -                                  Dk.  Hayward. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,         -  -          •            -            Dr.  Ware. 


Clinicai  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  usual  on  the  cases  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

New  Dissecting  Room. — A  new  Dissecting  Room  is  now  building,  and  will  be  finished  before  the 
Lectures  begin.  It  will  occupy  all  the  vacant  land  at  the  East  of  the  Medical  College.  Every  care 
is  taking  to  make  this  important  part  of  the  Medical  School  as  perfect  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  fur- 
nish to  the  Student  ample  facilities  for  prosecuting  his  Anatomical  studies.  The  legal  enactments  of 
the  State,  so  liberally  and  so  wisely  framed,  will  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  applied  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  important  objects.  WALTER  CHANNING,  Dean. 
Jul}  ,  1836.  eoptN 


THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.  will  commence  on  Thursday, 
the  eleventh  day  of  August,  and  continue  fourteen  weeks.    Lectures  oh 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by       -  -  -         R.  D.  Mi-ssey,  M.D. 

Physiology,  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,        -        Daniel  Oliver,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  J.  Delamater,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  -  -  -  O.  P.  Hubbard,  A.M. 

Fees  for  the  course,  $50  ;  Matriculating  fee,  $2. 

The  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  will  be  given,  this  year,  during  the  firstfive  weeks  of  the 
term,  two  lectures  daily. 

June  23,  1836.  3t— July  20 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  tbe 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        -      -   -      -      -      "     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fee3  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
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EQUILIBRIUM  OF  POPULATION  AND  SUSTENANCE* 

[The  following  review  of  Dr.  Loudon's  book  is  from  the  London  Medi- 
co-Chirurgical  Review,  and  is  written  by  a  physician  not  connected 
with  the  editorial  management  of  that  Journal.  It  is  transferred  to  our 
pages  more  on  account  of  its  physiological  bearing  and  the  novelty  of 
its  estimates,  than  from  any  practical  benefit  which  is  anticipated,  in  this 
country,  from  the  adoption  of  the  author's  plan.] 

When  practically  applied,  Dr.  Loudon's  demonstration  and  his  prin- 
ciple will  operate  powerfully  in  exposing  some  of  the  delusions  of  the 
Malthustan  System  :  and,  at  the  same  time,  they  will  exert  a  pure 
philanthropic  influence  in  counteracting  its  inherent  follies  and  falsities. 
According  to  the  Doctor,  there  is  no  error  in  political  economy  so 
much  calculated  to  retard  the  progress  of  civilization  and  welfare  of 
the  poor,  as  the  idea  that  population  is  likely,  by  small  allotments  of 
land,  to  increase  so  much,  that  not  only  will  the  surface  of  the  globe  be 
covered  with  starving  crowds  of  inhabitants,  but  that  the  greatest  misery 
will  prevail  among  mankind.  Many  visionaries  have  fancied  that,  when 
the  earth  is  overspread  with  people,  which  they  consider  inevitable, 
men  will  be  compelled  to  devour  one  another.  Under  this  notion,  and 
the  dread  of  being  unable  to  provide  for  offspring,  certain  doctrines 
have  lately  been  promulgated,  alike  disgraceful  to  those  who  suggested 
them,  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  morality.  Dr.  M.  therefore  pro- 
poses a  check,  both  moral  and  healthful,  which,  if  necessary,  might  be 
applied  to  population:  and,  as  this  check  is  considered  to  be  based  on 
physiology,  and  founded  on  the  laws  of  nature,  we  will  bring  it  fully 
under  the  observation  of  medical  readers,  who  of  all  others  are  the  best 
qualified  to  appreciate  such  questions. 

Dr.  Loudon  opens  his  essay  by  stating,  that  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion, in  these  islands,  is  about  ten  per  cent,  every  census  of  ten  years; 
or,  in  other  words,  one  per  cent,  annually :  and  that  the  periods  of  ges- 
tation and  lactation,  together,  extend  nearly  to  nineteen  months.  The 
term  of  gestation  has  been  fixed  by  nature  at  nine  months — that  of  lac- 
tation is  generally  arranged  by  the  habits  of  particular  nations ;  on  an 
average,  ten  months  is  the  usual  time  in  this  and  most  European 
countries.  Mothers  generally  do  not  become  impregnated  during  lac- 
tation; but,  after  making  allowance  for  exceptions,  if  the  period  of  lacta- 

*The  equilibrium  of  Population  and  Sustenance  demonstrated  ;  showing  on  Physiological  and  Sta- 
tistical Grounds,  the  Means  of  obviating  the  Fears  of  the  late  Mr.  Malthus  and  his  Followers.  By 
Charles  Loudon,  M.D.    Octavo,  London,  1836. 
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tion  be  prolonged  only  a  very  few  months,  increasing  with  the  increase 
of  population,  and  vice  versa,  the  problem  of  the  equilibrium  of  popula- 
tion and  sustenance  is  solved — and  on  grounds  which  involve  no  disad- 
vantage, either  to  mothers  or  their  offspring.  On  the  Continent,  the 
average  number  of  children  to  a  marriage  is  nearly  4.5 ;  in  England  it 
is  the  same.  If,  then,  by  prolonging  the  time  of  suckling,  this  average 
were  reduced  to  four,  it  is  evident  that  population  would  remain  station- 
ary, because  one  half  of  our  numbers  dies  between  birth  and  the  twenty- 
fourth  year.  With  us  the  average  age  of  marrying  is  very  near  to  that 
period  (24  years)  ;  in  France  it  is  twenty-six  years — that  of  men  being 
twenty-nine,  and  that  of  women  being  twenty-four.  Now,  if  we  adopt 
these  numbers  for  both  sexes  in  England,  and  thus  admit  the  time  of 
marriage,  for  females  to  be  twenty-four,  and  that  of  child-bearing  to 
terminate  at  forty-four,  the  average  interval  between  each  child  will  be 
fifty-four  months,  or  four  years  and  a  half.  The  next  inquiry  is — what 
increase  of  time  beyond  the  ten  months  of  lactation,  would  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  population  in  check,  as  it  advances  at  present  in  England  ? 
The  reply  is — admit,  in  every  instance,  the  nine  months  of  gestation, 
the  ten  months  of  lactation,  and  one  tenth  of  the  remaining  thirty-five 
months  as  an  equivalent  for  the  present  increase  of  population,  and  the 
period  to  which  suckling  should  be  extended  will  be  thirteen  months  and 
a  half.  To  this,  however,  must  be  added  six  weeks,  for  the  chances 
of  impregnation  taking  place  during  the  three  months  and  the  six 
weeks,  on  the  supposition  that  this  occurs  once  in  three  instances  of 
lactation.  Hence  the  Doctor  concludes,  the  precise  time  will  be  fifteen 
months,  or  one  third  longer  than  the  present  number.  This  extension 
of  lactation,  he  adds,  must  necessarily  increase  the  4.5  years  between 
each  child  approximating  to  5,  and,  consequently,  reduce  the  4.5  chil- 
dren in  a  familv  to  four;  wherefore,  since  one  half  of  our  numbers  die 
under  the  age  for  marriage  by  females,  the  result  will  be — that  there 
will  remain  only  a  representative  for  father  and  a  representative  for 
mother,  on  an  average,  in  every  family  throughout  the  country. 

With  Dr.  Loudon,  we  should  like  to  know  a  physiological  or  other 
reason  why  our  British  mothers  do  not  usually  suckle  their  children 
longer  than  ten  months.  Certain  it  is,  as  the  Doctor  affirms,  that  the 
milk  does  not  diminish  particularly  at  that  time,  so  far  as  regards  the 
quantity ;  and  from  the  health  of  children  reared  without  spoon-meat 
beyond  this  time,  as  certainly  it  undergoes  no  change  in  its  quality. 
Children  are  sometimes  seen  so  old,  before  weaning,  as  to  be  able  to  ask  for 
the  breast;  and  it  has  not  been  remarked  that  the  health  of  mothers,  thus 
suckling,  was  in  any  way  worse  than  that  of  their  neighbors.  Altogether, 
then,  it  may  be  asserted,  that  a  mother  is  likely  to  enjoy  better  health, 
and  to  be  less  liable  to  sickness  and  death  during  lactation,  than  during 
pregnancy.  Many  women  believe,  or  affect  to  believe,  that  the  weak- 
ness they  labor  under  arises  from  some  latent  moral  or  physical  cause ; 
but  this  weakness  is  not  attributed  to  lactation  in  the  earlier  months  of 
suckling,  because  the  mother  then  considers  herself  fulfilling  a  neces- 
sary duty,  which  her  constitution,  for  so  long,  is  well  able  to  bear.  So 
soon,  however,  as  the  period  of  lactation  has  passed  over,  as  it  is  estab- 
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lished  by  custom  or  fashion,  she  imagines  she  is  exceeding  the  inten- 
tions of  nature,  and  she  forthwith  concludes  that  the  continuance  of 
suckling  is  the  cause  of  her  uncomfortable  sensations.  This  whim 
being  entertained,  the  child  is  weaned,  and  too  often  becomes  the  victim 
of  a  most  reprehensible  delusion. 

Since  nature  has  furnished  the  mother  with  milk  for  a  longer  period 
than  custom  demands,  it  is  evident  that  some  good  purpose  for  the 
mother  and  child  was  intended  in  this  arrangement.  Had  it  been 
otherwise,  the  Doctor  infers,  the  secretion  of  milk  would  stop  at  a  defi- 
nite time,  in  like  manner  as  the  period  of  gestation  is  definite.  That  a 
child,  in  comparison  with  the  young  of  the  lower  animals,  is  so  long  un- 
able to  provide  for  itself,  strongly  tends  to  corroborate  the  proofs  already 
advanced — that  nature  originally  had  in  view  a  more  protracted  period 
for  lactation,  than  is  now  allowed.  Some  writers,  following  the  laws  of 
nature,  as  they  interpreted  them,  fixed  the  period  of  weaning  at  fifteen 
months,  when  the  infant  has  got  its  eight  incisors  and  four  canine  teeth. 
There  are  well-authenticated  instances  of  mothers  having  suckled  their 
children  for  three,  four,  five,  and  even  seven  consecutive  years  ;  we 
ourselves  have  known  cases  of  lactation  being  prolonged  for  three  and 
for  four  years,  with  the  happiest  results. 

Dr.  Loudon  continues  the  illustration  of  his  doctrine  by  observing — 
that  the  period  of  lactation  has  a  great  influence  over  the  numbers  of 
mankind  in  various  countries,  as  is  evinced  by  numerous  facts.  He  ad- 
duces proofs  of  this  position.  Thus,  he  says,  in  China,  where  the 
population  is  excessive,  and  the  inhuman  practice  of  infanticide  is  con- 
demned, they  wean  a  child  as  soon  as  it  can  put  its  hand  to  its  mouth. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Indians  of  North  America  do  not  wean  their 
children  until  they  are  old  and  strong  enough  to  run  about:  generally 
they  are  suckled  for  a  period  of  more  than  two  years.  Hence  proceeds 
the  thinness  of  these  tribes  in  a  fertile  country,  when  compared  with 
other  barbarous  and  even  civilized  nations.  Among  the  Charribean 
races,  the  population  is  remarkable  for  the  paucity  of  numbers  in  con- 
nection with  a  similar  extent  of  lactation  ;  and  what  is  of  more  import- 
ance still,  such  a  number  as  seven  or  eight  to  a  family  is  scarcely  known. 
That  a  like  cause  exists  for  the  decrease  of  the  negro  population  in  the 
West  Indies,  among  both  the  Maroons  and  the  imported  Africans,  is 
held  by  the  Doctor  to  be  highly  probable.  He  considers  this  decrease 
as  being  more  satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  protracted  lactation,  than 
by  the  cruelty  so  unjustifiably  imputed  to  the  planters  by  Mr.  Howell 
Buxton,  with  the  herd  of  his  insensate  and  garrulous  abettors. 

While  Dr.  Loudon  thus  points  out  a  moral  and  healthful  check  to  the 
overgrowth  of  population,  with  the  object  of  allaying  the  dread  of  pro- 
spective misery,  ho  does  not  intend  to  inculcate  the  practical  adoption 
of  his  principle,  under  the  actual  circumstances  of  his  country.  We, 
however,  would  advise  a  gradual  and  discriminate  adoption  of  this  im- 
portant principle,  among  those  families  who  are  obliged  to  use  the  medi- 
cal or  pecuniary  assistance  of  clubs  and  parishes  ;  and  by  encouraging 
such  a  course,  the  doctors  would  contribute  greatly  to  the  well-being 
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of  many  industrious  but  improvident  operatives,  and  also  assist  essential- 
ly in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  society. 

Those  persons  who  have  considered  the  relations  of  population  to 
sustenance  in  America,  Dr.  Loudon  further  observes,  most  clearly  see 
that  the  resources  of  mankind  for  the  production  of  food,  in  the  western 
world  alone,  are  such  as  to  meet  every  possible  increase  of  population, 
for  an  indefinite  number  of  ages  to  come.  We  cannot  conceive  to  what 
extent  the  population,  even  of  this  country,  may  reach,  without  incur- 
ring the  apprehension  of  a  scarcity  of  food,  as  it  is  impossible  to  foresee 
the  extent  of  the  improvements  which  the  progress  of  the  arts  and 
sciences  will  effect  in  agriculture. 

With  regard  to  those  products  which  are  strictly  vegetable,  the  beet- 
root, modern  cabbages,  potatoes,  and  Swedish  turnips,  are  instances  of 
immense  crops  arising  from  a  small  surface  of  ground.  The  improve- 
ments by  drainage,  spade-husbandry,  and  manures  of  various  kinds, 
have  greatly  increased  the  quantity  of  grain,  while  the  method  of  open 
and  close  stall-feeding  will  contribute  exceedingly  to  the  store  of  animal 
food.  Besides,  the  extensive  means  of  conveying  fresh  fish  inland  from 
the  coast,  and  indeed  everything  necessary  for  man,  as  well  as  agricul- 
ture, by  the  rail-roads  now  constructing,  will  speedily  make  important 
changes  even  in  those  districts  where  improvements  were  considered  as 
next  to  impossible.  Thus  in  a  few  concise  notes,  Dr.  L.  has  suggested 
a  diversity  of  subjects  which,  in  all  their  bearings,  ought  to  occupy  a 
prominent  place  among  the  themes  of  medical  investigation.  Through- 
out his  Essay,  the  Doctor  maintains  the  bright  character  of  an  enlight- 
ened philanthropist,  distinguished  alike  for  his  intelligence  and  sagacity. 

Dr.  Loudon  has  ascertained  that  there  are  seventy -six  millions  and  a 
half  of  acres  of  land  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  thirty  millions  of  these 
are  waste;  and  that  one  half  of  these  thirty  millions  is  capable  of  improve- 
ment. He  finds,  that  each  arable  acre,  yielding  an  average  crop  of 
potatoes,  will  produce  thirty  tons,  or  sixty-seven  thousand  two  hundred 
pounds,  of  potatoes,  annually;  which,  being  divided  by  the  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  days  of  a  year,  will  give  one  pound  for  each  of  four 
meals,  or  four  pounds  a-day,  during  the  whole  year,  for  forty-two  per- 
sons. Hence,  it  is  manifest  that  two  millions  and  a  half  of  acres  of 
potatoes  will  permanently  produce  vegetable  food  for  upwards  of  one 
hundred  millions  of  people,  or  four  times  our  present  population ;  allow- 
ing the  remaining  seventy-four  millions  of  acres  to  produce  animal  food, 
grain,  and  other  commodities  of  sustenance,  exclusive  of  what  may  be 
imported  from  our  colonies  and  foreign  countries.  The  doctor  abstains, 
as  irrelative  to  his  inquiry,  from  pointing  out  the  alternations  and  changes 
of  the  various  crops,  or  how  far  it  might  be  practicable  to  bring  into 
cultivation  even  a  large  portion  of  the  fifteen  millions  of  acres  represent- 
ed as  incapable  of  improvement.  He  refers  to  the  authors  who  have 
written  on  the  subject  of  sterile  fields,  and  to  the  historical  records  con- 
nected with  the  immense  populations  of  Egypt,  Palestine,  Greece,  and 
Italy,  in  ancient  times,  as  being  calculated  to  furnish  some  idea  of  what 
can  be  done  with  lands  of  the  most  unpromising  nature.  He  limits  and 
directs  our  attention  chiefly  to  two  facts  having  intimate  relations  with 
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medicine;  one  of  these  is  physiological,  the  other  dietetic;  and  both  of 
them  exercise  an  incalculable  influence  on  the  happiness  and  welfare  of 
every  order  of  the  state.  The  physiological  principle  of  lactation,  as 
affecting  the  increase  or  decrease  of  population,  has  never  yet  been  de- 
monstrated satisfactorily  by  any  previous  writer  on  population  or  physi- 
ology. Dr.  Loudon  is  the  first  to  open  the  culture  of  this  extensive 
field,  and  we  would  entreat  of  him  to  prosecute  his  investigations.  The 
dietetic  principle  has  hitherto  been  but  little  attended  to,  on  national 
grounds;  and  the  Doctor  ascribes  such  neglect  to  a  lurking  apprehen- 
sion, on  the  part  of  legislators,  that  there  are  no  rational  means  appoint- 
ed by  nature  for  suspending  the  advance  of  population,  or  of  promoting 
its  increase  in  geometrical  proportions.  We  invite  our  readers,  in  their 
professional  intercourse  with  all  grades  of  society,  to  disseminate  the 
knowledge  of  these*  two  fundamental  principles,  and  their  momentous 
influences  on  the  power,  the  peace,  and  the  prosperity  of  nations. 


CASE  OF  PERITONITIS  IN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  PRISON. 

[Communicated  for  the  Hooton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  case  occurred  in  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison.  It 
commenced  with  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  abdomen.  Afterwards  disease  was  discovered  in  the 
chest,  affecting  the  heart  and  left  lung.  It  may  not  be  of  much  value 
in  itself,  but  may,  perhaps,  be  of  some  use  if  it  come  before  those  who 
have  had  similar  cases. 

May  21,  1836.  Luther,  aged  30,  tall,  slim,  not  strong  constitution. 
Eight  days  since,  fainted  in  cell ;  had  vertigo,  weakness  and  pain  in  up- 
per part  of  abdomen.  Last  three  symptoms  continued  till  20th ;  unable 
to  do  much  work.  20th,  becoming  worse,  reported  at  hospital,  and  was 
ordered  a  saline  cathartic.  In  afternoon  of  same  day  pain  much  in- 
creased ;  unable  to  stand  upright  or  move  without  great  distress.  21st. 
Pulse  quick,  soft,  easily  compressed.  Vs.  ad  gxiv.  R.  Ipecac  et 
calomel  aa  gr.  ss.  M.  Powder  to  be  taken  every  two  hours  till  full  opera- 
tion. Repeated  seven  times,  after  which  three  dejections.  23d.  Pulse 
120,  harder.  Tongue — white  thick  coat,  rather  dry.  Complains  of 
weakness  and  great  pain  on  motion,  less  while  at  rest.  Sometimes  pains 
dart  from  side  to  side  in  region  of  diaphragm.  Much  tenderness  on 
pressure  over  left  hypochondrium ;  less  over  right  hypochondrium ; 
none  in  lower  part  of  abdomen.  Breathing  short,  and  performed  with  but 
little  action  of  ribs.  Blister  applied  to  upper  part  of  abdomen.  R.  cal. 
gr.  ss.  Opii  gr.  1-4.  M.    To  be  taken  once  in  six  hours. 

•  24th.  Examined  by  auscultation  and  percussion  ;  nothing  unnatural 
discovered.  Pulse,  124,  vacillating,  not  hard;  regular,  not  intermittent. 
From  this  date  till  28th,  pulse  114 — 126.  Appeared  more  comfortable, 
able  to  sit  upright  without  difficulty.  Motion  of  ribs  somewhat  greater; 
breathing  easier,  but  generally  short.    Appetite  small,  thirst  great. 

28th.  No  sound  of  respiration  in  left  breast  or  back ;  flatness  on  per- 
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cussion  over  same  parts.  In  right  breast  and  back  respiration  puerile. 
Examined  both  while  sitting  up  and  in  the  horizontal  position.  Pulse 
103,  small.  Tongue  cleaner  than  heretofore.  Pain  in  left  breast. 
Blister  to  this  part. 

31st.  On  applying  ear  to  left  breast  in  cardiac  region,  a  sound  as  of 
water  shaken  in  a  large  half  empty  jug,  or  of  water  dropping  into  a  cis- 
tern, was  observed.  Sound  corresponds  with  the  pulsations  of  the  heart, 
each  being  116  to  the  minute  ;  number  of  respirations  at  the  same  time, 
36.  This  sound  continued  with  but  few  exceptions  till  June  8th.  Dur- 
ing this  time  it  was  occasionally  heard  at  the  distance  of  six  or  eight  feet 
from  the  patient.  June  2d,  slightly  modified;  seemed  to  intermit  or 
become  nearly  inaudible  one  or  two  pulsations  of  the  heart,  then  heard 
as  before ;  this  repeated  three  or  four  times  in  a  minute.  Coughs  some, 
expectoration  slight,  principally  mucus.  Respiration  continued  quick, 
rattling,  or  wheezing  and  frequent;  sometimes  equally  easy  in  the  re- 
cumbent or  sitting  posture,  at  others  requiring  the  latter.  Left  breast 
flat  on  percussion;  respiration  not  heard.  In  right  breast  respiration 
puerile.  Frequently  awakes  with  pain  in  breast,  and  a  convulsive  start 
on  dropping  asleep. 

4th.  A  half  pint  of  fluid  thrown  from  the  mouth,  of  a  fetid  smell, 
containing  masses  of  floating  mucus.  This  repeated  on  the  following 
day  to  nearly  the  same  amount ;  afterwards  in  quantities  of  half  an 
ounce  or  an  ounce.  Pulse  110,  quick,  small  at  wrist.  Pulsations  of 
heart  and  large  arteries  much  more  forcible  than  the  small ;  but  never 
irregular  or  intermittent.  Urine  scanty;  by  report,  half  a  pint  in  twen- 
ty-four hours.  Has  taken  acidulated  drinks,  gruel  diet.  Calomel  and 
opium  continued  ;  produced  slight  soreness  of  mouth.  Bowels  moved 
by  castor  oil. 

10th.  Became  weaker;  flatness  in  breast  and  wTant  of  respiratory 
sound  as  before.  Sleeps  little.  Respiration  labored;  4.0  per  minute. 
Pulsations  of  heart  124;  pulse  not  perceptible  at  wrist.  Extremities 
cold.  Features  sharp.  Intellect  perfectly  clear  till  5  o'clock,  P.  M. 
when  he  died. 

Examination  of  body  fifteen  hours  after  death. — Limbs  very  rigid. 
Considerable  prominence  of  left  breast,  particularly  about  nipple.  Tho- 
rax. Left  pleura  slightly  punctured  in  dissecting  up  pectoral  muscle. 
Fluid  and  air  escaped  through  this  puncture,  with  extremely  fetid  smell. 
Adhesions  between  pleura  lining  cartilages  of  5th  and  6th  ribs,  and  that 
of  the  lung.  Several  other  adhesions  also  existed.  Right  lung  healthy. 
Some  adhesions  between  the  lobes,  but  not  many  or  strong.  Crepitat- 
ing ;  floats  in  water.  Left  lung.  Cavity  of  pleura  of  this  side  con- 
tained nearly  two  quarts  of  a  whitish  turbid  fluid,  in  which  were  flocculi  of 
coagulating  lymph,  and  parts  which  had  evidently  formed  adhesions. 
False  membrane  covering  the  lung  throughout;  on  upper  lobe  three 
quarters  of  a  line  thick,  quite  firm,  giving  strips  from  half  an  inch  to  an 
inch  in  length.  Pleura  pulmonalis  beneath  this  membrane  of  a  bluish 
color,  mottled  with  red.  False  membrane  of  a  peculiar  corrugated  ap- 
pearance, not  unlike  the  parboiled  hand ;  of  a  greenish  color ;  more 
firmly  adherent  on  lower  lobe  than  upper.    Lung  not  half  the  natural 
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size.  Not  crepitating— fleshy,  its  substance  darker  than  muscular  fibre, 
heavy,  sinks  in  water.  Pleura  costalis  lined  with  the  same  kind  of 
membrane,  and  similarly  corrugated.  Heart  and  Pericardium.  On 
puncturing  pericardium,  about  a  pint  of  milky-colored  fluid  escaped. 
Pericardium  enlarged.  Heart  covered  by  a  layer  of  false  membrane 
throughout.  This  membrane  was  of  a  yellowish  or  dirty  white  color, 
and  of  a  cellular  appearance,  not  unlike  tripe,  or  the  cells  of  a  honey- 
comb. Heart  soft  and  pale  as  to  its  muscular  fibres.  Pericardium  also 
covered  by  a  layer  of  false  membrane,  with  the  exception  of  a  surface 
of  two  square  inches,  where  it  was  reddened.  This  layer  was  not  cel- 
lular, like  that  on  the  heart,  but  rough,  with  many  loose  shreds  attached. 
In  some  parts  bands  extended  from  pericardium  to  the  heart.  On  re- 
moving this  membrane  it  was  plain  the  pericardium  was  roughened. 
Color  of  membrane  same  as  that  on  the  heart.  Aorta  natural.  Abdo- 
men. Some  cellular  bands  and  marks  of  inflammation  on  peritoneum 
in  upper  parts.  Peritoneum  covering  liver,  especially  its  upper  surface, 
was  inflamed  and  appeared  thickened. 

The  other  organs  were  examined,  but  nothing  unnatural  was  observed. 
Charlestown,  July  15,  1836.  '  M.  W. 


A  NEW  CATHARTIC. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

We  have  among  us  a  new  medicine — new,  I  presume,  to  you,  though 
it  has  been  used  for  some  time  by  some  western  physicians,  and  is  said 
to  be  an  old  Indian  remedy.  It  is  the  bark  of  a  small  tree  that  grows 
on  our  richest  land,  commonly  called  wahoo,  or  Indian-arrow  wood.  Its 
botanical  character  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  (being  absent  during  its 
flowering  season  last  spring,  on  a  visit  to  Vermont).  It  is  prescribed  in 
a  loose  manner.  Whenever  it  is  wanting,  we  send  to  the  woods  for  it, 
and  direct  a  decoction  or  tincture  to  be  made  and  used  as  the  occasion 
requires.  Its  principal  virtue  is  as  a  hydragogue  cathartic.  Its  opera- 
tion is  very  slow,  certain,  and  much  gentler  than  any  medicine  I  know 
of,  of  its  class.  I  have  many  times  reduced  dropsical  swellings  with  it; 
and  in  those  simple  dropsies  which  follow  protracted  intermittents,  I  never 
knew  it  to  fail.  In  a  case  of  ascites,  in  a  young  lady,  of  four  months 
standing,  the  sequel  of  hepatitis  complicated  with  intermittent  fever,  it 
succeeded  in  a  remarkable  manner.  The  treatment  of  the  case  began 
with  mercury,  which  soon  removed  the  hepatic  obstructions.  To  evacu- 
ate the  water,  nearly  all  the  common  hydragogues  were  tried  in  vain. 
Squills,  gamboge,  colocynth,  digitalis,  cream  tartar,  tincture  of  iron,  all 
had  a  fair  trial ;  and  when  six  weeks  had  been  spent,  and  the  fortitude 
of  the  patient  nearly  exhausted,  I  directed  the  wahoo  to  be  given  in  de- 
coction till  it  should  purge  freely,  continuing  the  muriated  tincture  of 
iron.  Copious  discharges  of  fluid  by  stool  and  urine  soon  followed,  ter- 
minating in  health. 

The  wahoo  is  also  used  by  the  common  people  as  a  laxative ;  and  I 
have  often  directed  it  for  that  purpose  in  costive  habits.    It  neither  de- 
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bilitates  the  stomach  like  salts,  nor  irritates  the  rectum  like  aloes.  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  this  medicine  deserves  a  high  place  among  our 
cathartics.  If  you  desire  it,  I  will  send  you  a  quantity  of  this  bark.  I 
intend  to  make  some  experiments  upon  its  extract. 

Did  you  ever  notice  the  account  of  an  extraordinary  case  of  a  girl  from 
whose  face  and  under  the  eye,  blood,  flesh,  and  bones  would  occasion- 
ally issue,  which  I  communicated  to  Dr,  Chapman?  If  not,  let  me 
refer  you  to  the  20th  No.  (No.  2,  new  series)  of  the  Philadelphia  Jour- 
nal of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  1825.  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  nor  take  from  the  account  there  given.  The  subject  of  the  phe- 
nomena still  lives  in  this  vicinity,  is  married,  and  the  mother  of  a  family. 
The  facts  of  the  case  are  susceptible  of  the  clearest  proof,  and  should,  T 
think,  be  preserved,  as  they  may  some  day  throw  light  on  the  physiolo- 
gy of  the  female  system.  Ch.  Fullerton. 

Owensvilh,  Indiana,  July  3,  1836. 


POWER  OF  COMBUSTIBLE   SUBSTANCES  FOR  PRODUCING  HEAT. 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  JOURNAL  DE  CHIM1E  MED  IC ALES,  DE  PHARMACIE  ET 
DE  TOXICOLOGIE,  BY  J.  CH1CKERING,  M.D.BOSTON. 

As  combustibles  are  daily  becoming  more  expensive,  on  account  of  their 
great  consumption  in  the  arts,  it  is  important  to  ascertain  their  composi- 
tion and  properties,  in  order  to  use  them  in  the  most  economical  man- 
ner in  producing  heat. 

The  method  employed  for  determining  the  calorific  power  of  combus- 
tibles, rests  on  this  hypothesis,  which  all  the  facts  tend  to  prove,  viz. 
that  the  quantity  of  heat  evolved  during  combustion,  is  proportional  to 
the  quantity  of  oxygen  absorbed,  and  it  is  reduced  to  estimating  this 
quantity  of  oxygen  by  the  weight  of  the  lead  which  different  combusti- 
bles give  when  we  burn  them  by  means  of  litharge. 

This  is  the  process  :  we  take  one  gramme*  of  a  combustible  substance 
reduced  as  fine  as  possible;  if  it  be  coke, reduced  to  an  impalpable  pow- 
der; if  wood,  to  fine  saw-dust,  or  rather  rasped  to  small  grains.  This 
powder  is  mixed  with  from  20  to  40  grammes  of  litharge,  a  quantity  a 
little  larger  than  that  which  will  be  reduced  ;  we  know  nearly  this  quan- 
tity, from  the  nature  and  appearance  of  the  combustible.  We  first  put 
this  mixture  into  an  earthern  crucible,  and  then  add  20  or  30  grammes 
of  pure  litharge:  this  crucible  should  be  half  full  at  most;  we  place  it 
in  the  calcinating  stove  already  heated,  and  filled  with  ignited  charcoal; 
we  put  on  the  lid,  and  heat  gradually.  It  softens,  and  boils,  and  some- 
times it  boils  over.  When  the  fusion  is  complete,  we  cover  the  crucible 
with  charcoal,  and  give  it  a  current  of  flame,  which  is  continued  long 
enough  to  cause  the  excess  of  litharge  to  form  glass  by  melting  the  silex 
of  the  crucible,  but  being  careful  not  to  allow  the  crucible  to  be  perfo- 
rated. When  the  crucible  is  cold,  we  break  it,  and  the  button  of  lead  is 
separated  at  the  first  blow  ;  this  no  longer  adheres  to  the  dross,  which  is 


*  A  French  gramme  is  equal  to  15.4327  English  grains. 
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silicated,  while  the  pure  litharge  will  not  only  adhere  to  it,  but  penetrate 
it  in  some  degree,  and  sensibly  increase  its  weight.  The  carbon  will 
produce,  with  the  litharge  free  from  red  lead,  34  times  its  weight  of 
lead.  We  can,  from  these  data,  find  for  any  combustible,  its  equivalent 
either  of  carbon  or  of  hydrogen,  in  respect  to  the  calorific  effect. 

When  a  combustible  contains  volatile  matter,  we  immediately  learn 
the  proportion  by  analysis;  besides,  if  we  seek  the  proportion  of  lead 
which  it  gives  with  litharge,  it  is  easy  to  calculate  the  equivalent  in  the 
carbon  of  volatile  matter,  and  consequently  to  find  the  calorific  value  of 
the  substances  which  are  disengaged  from  a  combustible,  by  submitting 
it  to  carbonization.  These  values,  arrived  at  in  so  simple  a  manner,  are 
interesting,  and  are  adapted  to  make  known  the  relative  value  of  differ- 
ent combustibles,  and  the  best  use  to  be  made  of  them. 

In  order  to  express  the  calorific  power  of  combustibles,  we  have  gen- 
erally adopted  an  unit,  called  the  caloric  unit,  which  denotes  the  quan- 
tity of  heat  necessary  to  warm  one  degree  an  amount  of  water  equal  to 
that  of  the  body.  When  we  know  the  proportion  of  lead  which  a  com- 
bustible gives  with  litharge,  it  is  easy  to  calculate  its  calorific  power  in 
caloric  units,  since  we  determine,  by  direct  experiment,  the  amount  of 
water  which  the  charcoal  will  warm  one  degree.  This  amount  is,  ac- 
cording to  M.  Despret,  7815  times  that  of  the  charcoal;  but,  as  this 
body  gives,  with  litharge,  34  times  its  weight  of  lead,  it  follows  that 
each  part  of  the  lead,  produced  by  a  combustible,  is  equivalent  to  230 
caloric  units. 


FURTHER  NOTICE  OF  COPLAND'S  MEDICAL  DICTIONARY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — I  notice  your  remarks  respecting  ^Copland's  Medical  Dictionary" 
in  the  Journal  of  this  day,  and  must  confess  I  am  not  surprised  that  the 
subscribers  to  that  work  should  complain.  The  proprietor  of  the  work, 
Gen.  Duff  Green,  allows  that  he  has  been  remiss  in  getting  out  the 
third  part,  but  pleads  necessity,  to  complete  such  arrangements  as  will 
prevent  any  delay  on  the  arrival  of  the  future  parts  in  this  country. 

A  letter  received  by  me,  under  date  of  the  12th  inst.,  from  Gen. 
Green,  says,  "J  am  much  gratified  in  being  able  to  inform  you  that  my 
arrangements  are  now  completed  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  my  scheme 
of  publication ;"  also  that  he  will  send  me  the  means  forthwith  to  pay 
the  founder  and  print  the  third  part  of  said  Dictionary.  I  beg  of  you 
to  assure  the  public,  and  particularly  the  subscribers  to  the  above  valu- 
able work,  that  1  have  never  forgotten  them,  and  moreover  that  I  shall 
continue  to  feel  a  lively  interest  in  the  subject  till  the  five  parts  original- 
ly promised  are  supplied  to  each  subscriber.  Perhaps,  in  justice  to  the 
original  publishers,  it  should  be  stated  that  their  promise  was  made  on 
that  of  the  English  publishers,  who  unfortunately  were  not  aware  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  work,  or  were  misled  by  some  other  cause,  so  as 
to  prevent  what,  I  presume,  there  can  be  no  doubt  they  intended,  viz.  to 
complete  the  work  within  the  time  specified.    The  English  publishers 
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(Longman  &  Co.)  are  among  the  most  responsible  booksellers  in 
Europe,  and  cannot  delay,  for  their  own  reputation,  after  the  manuscript 
is  received  from  Dr.  Copland,  to  bring  it  out.         Yours,  &c. 

Boston,  July  20,  1836.  Saml.  Colman. 


G ASTRO-ENTERITIS  FROM  MEASLES. 

May  17th,  1835/   Visited  a  child  of  Mr.  L  ,  aged  18  months. 

Had  had  measles.  The  eruption  had  suddenly  disappeared  from  the 
skin  upon  the  second  day  after  it  came  out,  without  any  immediate 
alarming  symptons.  Three  days  had  elapsed,  when  I  called  to  see  him. 
Symptoms:  full,  quick  pulse,  140  a  minute;  skin  hot  and  dry,  tongue 
furred,  white  in  centre  with  red  edges;  throat  and  mouth  aphthous; 
respiration  hurried,  short  and  difficult;  violent  cough  at  times;  colic 
pains  with  flatus ;  some  tenderness  on  pressure ;  knees  drawn  up,  head 
drawn  back  and  tossing,  with  moaning  and  restlessness.  Treatment: 
took  2  oz.  blood,  by  a  cup,  from  the  epigastrium,  which  softened  the 
pulse;  sinapism  to  the  bowels;  cooling  lotions  to  the  head;  and  a  dose 
of  castor  oil,  with  twenty  drops  of  paregoric.  Fever  abated.  Rested 
better  through  the  night.  Gave  him  next  day  4  grs.  blue  pill  dissolved 
in  syrup  of  rhubarb,  and  followed  with 

R.  sulp.  magnesia,  3 ii. 
tart,  antimony,  grs.  ii. 
aqua  fon.  10  tablespoonfulls, 
gum  arabic  pulv.  3  ii. 

To  be  taken  one  tablespoonful  every  two  hours.    This  was  followed 
in  five  hours  by  bilious  dejections,  and  a  diminution  of  arterial  excite- 
ment.   On  the  following  day  the  same  treatment  was  continued,  with 
the  addition  of  a  cup  between  the  shoulders,  and  a  blister  over  the  bow- 
els, followed  by  an  emollient  poultice.     With  the  cessation  of  the  ex- 
citement occasioned  by  the  blister,  there  was  an  immediate  amendment. 
The  skin  became  cool  and  the  pulse  feeble.    In  the  afternoon,  however, 
he  became  exceedingly  restless,  irritable,  and  wild,  tossing  the  head  and 
arms  in  a  manner  which  readily  indicated  high  irritation  of  the  rectum. 
Injections  of  oil  and  turpentine  were  given,  and  followed  by  an  immedi- 
ate relief.    He  was  then  put  upon  the  use  of  the  following  syrup. 
R.  decoction  marubbii,  O  ss. 
zing.  alba.  pulv.  3  i. 
sweetened  with  honey. 

Dose,  one  teaspoonful  every  two  hours  during  the  forenoons,  only. 
He  is  now  nearly  well,  has  some  cough,  but  is  improving. 

In  this  case,  it  appears  evidently  that  the  too  sudden  recession  of  the 
eruption  from  the  skin  was  an  indication  of  the  disease  having  been  re- 
flected upon  some  internal  tissue,  as  no  desquamation  of  the  cuticle  had 
occurred  ;  a  circumstance  which  often  occurs  in  measles,  and  which 
alone  renders  this  a  formidable  disease.  The  question  presents  itself 
(and  a  very  important  one  it  is,  as  all  must  allow),  what  parts  of  the 
mucous  membrane  are  involved,  and  what  are  the  means  best  calculated 
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to  relieve  it?  Are  the  mucous  follicles  themselves  primarily  involved? 
Or  the  exhalants,  or  the  sub-mucous  tissue,  or  the  lacteals  and  absorb- 
ents ?  Or  may  each,  in  turn,  become  the  principal  seat  of  disease? 
Without  attempting  to  solve  these  difficult  questions,  I  would  merely 
observe  that  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  rectum,  of  the  mouth,  fauces, 
eyes,  nose,  etc.  afford  a  fair  opportunity  for  inspection,  and  much  may 
be  drawn  from  observations  made  upon  the  skin  itself,  from  its  strong 
analogy  to  the  mucous  membranes,  in  its  structure,  endowments,  and 
functions.  In  the  same  case,  I  was  led  to  believe  the  whole  gastro-pul- 
monary  mucous  membrane  to  be  undergoing  an  eruptive  process,  similar 
to  what  had  been  exhibited  upon  the  skin,  and  that  the  blister  was  the 
principal  means  of  relief,  by  inviting  the  diseased  action  back  again, 
in  part,  to  the  skin ;  but  this  could  never  have  been  done,  I  am  convinced, 
without  previously  controlling  arterial  and  nervous  excitement,  by  acting 
upon  the  liver  and  exhalants,  and  by  venesection  and  anodynes.  With 
these  preparatoty  means,  I  am  convinced  that  a  blister  will  never  dis- 
appoint the  expectations  of  the  physician,  neither  in  this  or  any  other 
form  of  mucous  inflammation,  unless  applied  at  a  very  late  stage  of  the 
disease. —  Ohio  Medical  Repository. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURN  AL. 


BOSTON,    JULY    27,    1  836. 


A  TREATISE  ON  CONSUMPTION.* 

Some  men  have  a  happy  faculty  of  teaching  others.  This  is  a  rare 
quality.  To  be  able  to  adapt  one's  ideas  to  the  exact  comprehension  of 
those  who  have  been  devoted  to  different  pursuits,  and  at  the  same  time 
maintain  the  dignity  of  learning,  without  departing  from  the  strict  rules 
of  professional  character,  is  an  enviable  attainment. 

There  are  not,  it  is  presumed,  many  men  in  New  England  who  could 
have  produced  a  volume  like  the  one  to  which  these  observations  refer. 
Not  because  there  is  a  scarcity  of  good  writers.  Very  many,  eminently 
distinguished  for  their  kowledge  of  a  science  which  gives  them  high 
claims  to  distinction,  would  have  made  a  miserable  exhibition  of  their 
talents,  were  they  constrained  to  omit  technicalities,  which,  with  them, 
are  almost  indispensable  representatives  of  their  best  thoughts.  Think- 
ing learnedly,  and  expressing  sentiments  or  giving  advice  in  a  simple 
manner,  so  that  others,  without  an  elementary  preparation,  may  clearly  un- 
derstand, is  by  no  means  a  common  circumstance.  The  Treatise  on  Con- 
sumption, by  Dr.  Sweetser,  combines  certain  advantages  unknown  in 
the  pages  of  medical  works  in  general.  Whilst  it  is  calculated  to  in- 
struct physicians,  every  person  of  ordinary  capacity  may  reap  the  full 
benefit  of  the  author's  labors.    There  is  no  ostentatious  display  of  ob- 


*  A  Treatise  on  Consumption,  embracing  an  inquiry  into  the  influence  exerted  upon  it  by  Journeys, 
Voyages  arid  Changes  of  Climate,  with  directions  for  the  Consumptive  visiting  the  South  of  Europe, 
and  Remarks  upon  Climate;  adapted  for  general  readers.  By  William  Sweetseb,  M.D.  &c.  Bos- 
ton, T.  H.  Carter,  1836.   254  p.  8vo. 
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scure  terms,  to  impress  the  multitude,  for  whom  he  seems  to  have  written, 
with  the  profundity  of  his  researches:  it  is  remarkably  free  from  dis- 
tortions of  language,  and  abounds  in  good  sense  and  sound  medical 
philosophy. 

The  older  we  grow,  the  more  are  we  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  disseminating,  far  and  wide,  an  elementary  knowledge,  at  least,  of 
anatomy  and  physiology;  and  to  these,  we  are  advocates  for  superadding 
the  great  principles  of  pathology.  People  will  never  become  too  wise: 
the  more  correct  their  information,  the  better  for  the  profession.  Igno- 
rant patients,  like  ignorant  fanatics,  are  invariably  troublesome,  pugna- 
cious, self-willed,  and  daring  experimenters  upon  themselves.  Let  people 
know  truly  their  organization,  and  explain  to  them  the  effects  of  disease 
and  the  rationale  of  medicinal  agents.  This  is  a  rational  mode  of  secur- 
ing the  greatest  amount  of  health  to  the  whole  community. 

Dr.  Sweetser  is  indeed  fortunate  in  the  conception  and  execution  of 
an  excellent  essay,  which  is  destined  to  be  extensively  circulated,  and 
read  to  advantage  by  consumptives  themselves.  Although  we  are  dis- 
posed to  bestow  a  generous  praise,  there  are  apparent  faults,  which 
may  hereafter  be  pointed  out,  should  a  more  exact  analysis  be  under- 
taken. Yet,  to  have  omitted  this  early  opportunity  of  recommending 
Dr.  Sweetser's  treatise  to  the  favorable  notice  of  his  brethren,  would 
have  been  unpardonable.  Our  strictures,  if  they  are  ever  published, 
will  relate  principally  to  the  encouragement  given  consumptives  to  under- 
take long,  expensive  voyages  in  pursuit  of  what  the  world  can  never 
give  them — renovated  health. # 


Medical  Journals  in  Spain. — In  the  first  part  of  the  year  1835  there 
were  but  four  medical  journals  in  all  Spain — and  before  the  expiration  of 
the  year,  there  were  but  two.  Those  still  live,  but  are  feebly  sustained. 
One  is  called  the  Bolelin,  the  organ  of  the  pure  physicians;  and  the 
other,  the  Biblioteca,  which  has  a  very  few  subscribers.  The  term  pure 
physician,  in  that  country,  means  all  those  who  belong  to  the  univer- 
sities. In  1823,  Ferdinand  expelled  them  from  the  court,  hospitals  and 
mineral  water  establishments.  Since  his  death,  the  revolution  has  begun 
to  pave  the  way  for  their  restoration  to  favor,  and  to  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges to  which  their  acquirements  entitle  them  in  all  countries. 


Hospitals  in  Calcutta. — It  has  been  proposed  to  establish  a  Fever  Hos- 
pital in  Calcutta,  which  shall  be  the  medium  of  granting  relief  to  a  class 
of  patients  who  have  heretofore  been  neglected.  The  Native  Hospital 
of  Calcutta  is  intended  principally  for  a  surgical  institution,  in  which 
there  are  seldom  less  than  80,  and  in  the  rains  there  are  from  130  to  180 
patients.  There  has  also  existed  for  some  years  a  Police  Hospital,  in- 
tended for  destitute  people  found  in  the  streets,  who  are  carried  thither  by 
the  police  peons,  for  medical  attendance.  But  there  is  a  large  number  of 
natives,  of  the  poorer  class,  who  are  not  benefited  by  either  of  these 
institutions.  Many  destitute  individuals,  from  various  parts  of  Bengal, 
go  to  Calcutta  for  employment,  and  are  obliged  to  hire  lodgings  in  some 
hut  or  old  building,  where  they  are  compelled  to  lie  on  mats  and  leaves 


*  As  a  detailed  case  of  fatal  phthisis  brings  it  to  mind,  it  would  he  extremely  gratifying  to  know 
whether  the  highly  gifted  friend  referred  to  died  an  atheist,  surrounded  with  the  multiplied  evidences 
of  a  designing  hand,  which  but  a  limited  number  of  mankind  were  more  capable  of  appreciating. 
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spread  on  the  damp  ground,  often  without  any  clothing.  When  attacked 
by  fever  or  cholera,  they  have  no  one  to  attend  them,  nor  the  means  to 
procure  medical  aid,  and  frequently  with  nothing  but  unwholesome  water 
to  drink.  If"  the  sickness  increases,  the  landlord  is  desirous  of  ridding 
himself  of  his  sick  tenant,  and  often  procures  a  boat  or  dooiy  to  carry 
him  to  his  family  in  the  country,  which  he  seldom  reaches.  At  other 
times  the  landlord  carries  the  sick  man  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
places  him  under  the  charge  of  some  hired  people  till  he  dies.  It  is  for 
the  relief  of  this  class  that  the  proposed  new  hospital  is  intended,  which 
will  doubtless  prove  a  blessing  to  the  poor  natives,  and  will  reflect  signal 
honor  on  its  humane  founders. 


Suicides. — Dr.  Graves  mentions  facts  connected  with  suicides,  not  de- 
void of  interest. 

Suicides  are  not  so  much  the  privilege  of  John  Bull,  as  some  persons 
suppose.  There  are  more  in  Fiance  than  in  England,  indeed  it  is  proba- 
ble that  for  one  in  London  there  are  five  in  Paris.  Irritation  is  a  fre- 
quent cause  of  suicide,  and  of  this  our  author  mentions  several  instances. 
Industrious  and  prudent  people  very  seldom  commit  suicide.  Out  of 
120,000,  who  insured  their  lives  in  the  Equitable  Insurance  office,  the 
number  of  suicides  in  twenty  years  was  only  fifteen. 

The  Irish  are  the  least  suicidal  nation  in  Europe.  Dublin  and  Naples 
are  the  two  cities  in  which  the  fewest  suicides  occur.  Yet  in  both  the 
poorer  class  are  very  poor  indeed.  Dr.  Graves  observes  that  an  Irish- 
man often  murders  his  neighbor,  but  never  dreams  of  killing  himself. 
The  fact  is  that  the  prevalence  of  murder  prevents  the  necessity  for  sui- 
cide. If  both  prevailed,  the  "  seven  millions"  would  be  reduced.  There 
were  forty  murders  in  Ireland  for  one  committed  in  Prussia,  and  in 
Prussia  there  were  forty  suicides  for  one  committed  in  Ireland.  There 
ivere,  for  the  calculation  was  made  ten  years  ago.  Both  nations  have 
since  materially  changed.  Fewer  Prussians,  in  proportion,  are  now 
killed  by  themselves,  and  many  more  Irishmen  are  now  killed  by  others. 
— London  Medico- Chirurgical  Review. 


Ovarian  Dropsy  accidentally  cured. — A  female,  aged  44,  the  mother  of 
one  child,  was  received  into  Guy's  Hospital  on  the  19th  March,  1834. 
She  had  had  ovarian  dropsy  for  several  years  ;  but,  nine  days  previous  to 
entering  hospital,  she  fell,  and  a  pair  of  steps,  on  which  she  had  been 
standing,  fell  across  her  abdomen.  She  immediately  suffered  excruciat- 
ing pain — became  sick  and  faint — and  soon  perceived  that  the  fluid  accu- 
mulation which  had  been  circumscribed,  was  now  diffused  over  the  abdo- 
men, rising  to  the  diaphragm  and  obstructing  respiration.  She  had  then, 
no  doubt,  an  attack  of  peritoneal  inflammation,  for  which  she  was 
treated — but  afterwards  entered  the  hospital.  Her  abdomen  was  now 
distended  with  fluid,  and  very  painful — pulse  98 — urine  copious — and  she 
had  passed  blood  by  stool — she  was  bled,  fomented,  and  took  calomel  and 
opium,  under  which  treatment  she  improved.  Her  mouth  became  sore 
on  the  22d,  after  which  the  fluid  rapidly  decreased.  On  the  5th  of 
April  no  fluctuation  was  perceptible.  Still  the  remains  of  the  cyst  could 
be  felt  stretching  across  from  one  iliac  fossa  to  the  other.  She  had  after- 
wards an  attack  of  phlegmasia  dolens,  which  was  soon  cured.  She  is 
now  living  as  a  servant  in  Cheapside,  and  can  yet  distinguish  a  small  tu- 
mor in  the  left  iliac  region.  She  had  no  return  of  the  dropsical  enlarge- 
ment.— Ibid. 
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Important  Medical  Law . — The  Legislature  of  New  York,  during  its 
late  session,  just  closed,  passed  a  law,  by  which  every  physician  coming 
from  another  State  or  County  is  required  to  present  himself,  for  examina- 
tion, to  the  Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  before  he  can  be  per- 
mitted to  practise  in  this  State.  —  U.  S.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


The  Prophylactic  and  Palliative  Treatment  of  Rkcnmalism. — The  fol- 
lowing means  are  recommended  in  a  French  Journal. 

1st.  To  avoid  the  sudden  application  of  cold  to  the  skin.  Cold  winds, 
or  a  humid,  cold  atmosphere,  are  peculiarly  injurious. 

2d.  The  use  of  domestic  baths,  and  of  thermal  waters. 

3d.  The  permanent  use  of  certain  kinds  of  clothing.  The  immediate 
application  of  flannel  to  the  skin,  is  considered  the  most  important.  The 
advantages  of  flannel  are  principally  these  :  it  maintains  the  heat  of  the 
body  ;  it  excites  the  skin  by  mild  and  prolonged  frictions,  and  it  promptly 
absorbs  the  perspiration. 

4th.  The  employment  of  external  stimulants. 

5th.  General  and  partial  frictions. 

6th.  Arenation. — Ibid. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Nearly  one  half  the  persons  admitted  into  the 
Pennsylvania  hospital,  in  1835,  were  foreigners.  The  whole  number  was 
1005 — and  461  were  natives  of  other  countries. — Several  New  York  pa- 
pers begin  to  urge  the  necessity  of  having  physicians  attached  to  the  Liv- 
erpool and  all  other  packet  ships.  We  have  labored  at  the  oar  on  this 
subject  for  years:  it  must  be  done.  Too  many  lives  are  sacrificed  for 
nothing.  Medical  aid  is  absolutely  indispensable  in  every  vessel  having 
passengers. — A  gentleman  of  Louisville  died  suddenly,  a  short  time  since, 
in  consequence  of  being  stung  by  a  honey  bee,  on  the  temple.  The 
sting  probably  wounded  the  supra-orbital  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of 
nerves:  this  is  inferred  from  the  fact  that  when  a  bee  has  inflicted  a 
wound  near  any  of  the  branching  divisions  of  this  nerve,  the  result  has  been 

alarmino-.  One  Daniel  C.  Newton,  of  Marlboro' district,  S.  C.  a  regu- 

larlv  constructed  dunce,  gives  public  notice  that  the  confluent  smallpox  is 
curable  by  the  administration  of  No.  6 — a  Thornpsonian  compound  ! — 
The  Lunatic  Asvlum  at  Hingham  is  located  in  the  beautiful  rural  retreat, 
called  the  Hapsgood  House,  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  the  reception  of 
patients.  Letters  may  be  addressed  to  Dr.  Wm.  Gordon,  the  physician, 
whom  we  can  cordially  recommend  to  the  friends  of  the  insane. — The 
editor  of  the  Medical  Repository  thanks  us  for  what  he  never  had — praise. 

 A  case  of  yellow  fever  has  not  been  reported,  the  present  season,  to 

our  knowledge,  in  the  United  States. — Mr.  Buckingham's  bill  for  estab- 
lishing public  walks,  baths  and  play-grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  cities,  so 
much  applauded  at  the  time  it  was  brought  into  parliament,  a  little  more 
than  a  year  ago,  seems  to  have  had  a  genteel  go-by.  Never  was  a  pro- 
position for  the  promotion  of  public  health  superior  to  it. — A  fine,  com- 
plimentary dinner  has  been  given  to  Dr.  Balmanno,  at  Glasgow,  on  his  re- 
tirement from  the  office  of  senior  physician  to  the  Royal  Glasgow  Infirm- 
ary Eleven  hundred  and  forty-seven  degrees  have  been  conferred  at 

the  LTniversity  of  Edinburgh,  since  1826.  Only  thirty-five  medical 
degrees  were  granted  in  the  same  time,  and  twenty-four  of  these  were 
M.B.'s  instead  of  M.D.'s.— M.  John,  a  chemist,  who  enjoys  the  distin- 
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guished  honor  of  being  the  first  person  who  has  succeeded  in  separating 
the  white  from  the  grey  cerebral  matter,  has  detected  more  fat  in  the  first 
than  in  the  latter  substance. — Some  one  ought  to  publish  M.  Chevallier's 
essay  on  the  diseases  of  printers.  He  says  many  compositors  mount 
spectacles  at  forty-five.  They  are,  moreover,  apt  to  contract  a  habit  of 
making  grimaces  and  other  odd  movements,  while  at  work,  but  these  are 
not  neuralgic. — George  Parkman,  M.D.  of  this  city,  has  sailed  for 
Europe,  to  be  absent  one  year. — There  were  but  seven  deaths  out  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  patients  at  the  Chelsea  U.  S.  Marine  Hos- 
pital, the  last  quarter. — Dr.  Grant,  who  sailed  from  this  country  not  far 
from  one  year  ago,  has  settled  at  Oomiah  in  Persia. — Dr.  Brigham,  of 
Hartford,  Ct.  in  an  article  in  the  last  No.  of  the  Knickerbocker,  recom- 
mends a  more  generous  diet  than  is  usually  employed  for  children  dis- 
posed to  rickets  and  other  diseases.  Animal  food  he  considers  especially 
needed  in  such  cases. — Dr.  G.  S.  Bedford,  for  assault  and  battery  on  Dr. 
J.  B.  Beck,  both  of  New  York,  by  confession,  was  fined  $15  and  sheriff's 
fees. — Dr.  O.  Bronson  and  Dr.  M.  Willet  have  arrived  in  this  country 
from  London. — Hydrophobia,  as  we  perceive  by  the  papers,  has  been 
alarmingly  prevalent  of  late  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Measures  have 
inconsequence  been  wisely  adopted  by  the  city  authorities  to  lessen  the 
number  of  dogs  in  the  city.  The  same  measures  should  be  in  constant 
operation  in  every  large  city. 


Died. — In  Swanzy  village,  Ms.  Dr.  John  W.  Winslovv,  aged  32,  a  graduate  of 
the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  July  23,  16.    Males.  9 — Females,  7. 


VERMONT   ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE, 

AT   CASTETO.V,  VT. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  in  August  next, 
and  continue  fourteen  weeks.    Lectures  on 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Materia  Medica,hy  William  Tully,  M.D. 
Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  Theodore  Woodward,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by  John  W.  Wolf,  Jr.  A.M. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  James  H.  Armsby,  M.D. 
Fees  for  the  Course,  $45.    Graduating  fee,  $16.    Matriculating  fee,  $3.  Jy27— 4t. 

July  22,  1836. 


MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  some  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  have  fiee  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvaid  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $100  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREX, 
GEORGE  HAY  WARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  EXOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 


THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.  will  commence  on  Thursday, 

the  eleventh  day  of  August,  and  continue /<mriee?i  weeks.    Lectures  on  . 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by                    -              -  R.  D.  Mfssey,  M.D. 

Physiology,  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,        -  Daniel  Oliver,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,             -            -             -  J.  Delamater,  iW.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,            -  O.  P.  Hubbard,  A.M. 
Fees  for  the  course,  $50  ;  Matriculating  fee,  $2. 

The  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  will  be  given,  this  year,  during  the  first  Jive  weeks  of  the 
term,  two  lectures  daily. 

June  23,  1836.  3t— July  20 
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BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 
The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1836  will  commence  the  last  Thursday  in  August,  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks. 

H.  H.  Childs,  M.D.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 
E.  Bartlett,  M.D.  Pathological  Anatomy. 
David  Palmer,  M.D.  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 
C.  Dewey,  M.D.  Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy. 
W.  Parker,  M.D.  Surgery  and  Physiology. 
R.  Watts,  Jr.  M.D.  General  and  Special  Anatomy. 
Hon.  Henry  Hubbard,  Legal  Medicine. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  in  issuing  their  annual  Circular,  believe  them- 
selves justified  in  promising  to  those  young  men,  whose  local  situation  or  whose  personal  predilec- 
tions may  lead  them  to  a  connection  with  the  School,  a  course  of  public  instruction  as  thorough,  effi- 
cient and  practical  as  can  be  enjoyed  at  any  of  our  various  medical  est  ablishments.    To  the  branches 
heretofore  taught,  which  have  been  the  same  as  in  other  American  Medical  Schools,  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  addition  of  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  Pathological  Anatomy,  to  be  illustrat- 
ed by  morbid  specimens  and  by  an  extensive  series  of  colored  representations  of  diseased  structures. 

By  legalizing  the  study  of  Anatomy,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  furnished  its  Schools 
with  superior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy.  It  has  also,  by  this  provision,  most  effectually 
guarded  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  against  all  violation. 

Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  those  who  have  received  the  degree  of  M.D. 
are  admitted  gratuitously  to  the  Lectures.  The  degree  of  M.D.  is  conferred  at  the  annual  Com- 
mencement of  the  Institution  and  at  the  Commencement  of  Williams  College.  The  requisitions  for 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  are  three  full  years  study  under  a  regular  practitioner,  attendance 
on  two  full  Courses  of  medical  lectures  in  regularly  established  medical  institutions,  an  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  good  moral  character. 

Fee  for  the  whole  course  of  Lectures  is  $50  ;  those  who  have  already  attended  two  full  courses  at 
an  incorporated  medical  school,  pay  $10.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  including  room  rent,  washing 
and  lodging,  $2  per  week  ;  without  washing,  $1  83  cents. 

In  one  week  after  the  close  of  the  Public  Lectures,  commences  the  winter  Reading  Term,  which 
continues  12  weeks,  and  is  devoted  to  Practical  Anatomy,  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery, 
and  Obstetrics.  By  order  of  the  Trustees, 

Piltsjield,  June  29,  1836.  P.  L.  HALL,  Secretary. 

Note.— The  following  authors  are  recommended  to  be  read  by  the  students  during  the  Lecture  Term. 
On  Anatomy,  C.  Bell,  Horner,  Cloquet,  and  Wistar. 
Surgery,  S.  Cooper,  W.  Gibson,  and  Sir  A.  Cooper's  Works. 
Practice  and  Theory,  Gregory,  Good,  Eberle,  Dewees,  and  Mackintosh. 
Obstetrics,  J.  Burns,  Dewees,  and  London  Practice. 
Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Beck,  Chapman,  and  Eberle. 
Chemistry,  Braude,  Turner  and  Beck. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  Andral,  Louis,  Horner,  Gross  on  the  Bones.  July  27 — tS. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  case?  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  jbe 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry     by     Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  -      -      "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery     -      --------      Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  -      -      -    '-      -      -      -      -      -      -      -      "     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $J00— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Aimltcations  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  theTremont  House, 
Bos[on  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


TO    THE    MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

Improved  Surgeons'  Trusses  for  the  immediate  relief  and  radical  cure  of  Hernia,  invented  by  Heber 
Chase,  M.D.  of  Philadelphia. 

These  instruments  for  the  treatment  of  the  several  forms  of  reducible  hernia  are  now  offered  to  the 
attention  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  this  city.  They  have  been  submitted  to  the  test  of  expe- 
rience, by  their  successful  application,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  under  the  immediate  inspection  of 
many  distinguished  medical  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia.  The  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
Society,  who  were  appointed  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  various  instruments  in  use  for  the  treat- 
ment of  hernia,  reported  in  favor  of  those  of  Dr.  Chase,  to  which  report  the  profession  are  referred,  as 
published  in  the  February  No.  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science.  They  are  also  highly 
recommended  by  Profs.  Horner,  Jackson,  Gibson,  McLellan  and  Rush,  of  Philadelphia— Drs.  Harris 
and  Bryant,  surgeons  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  who  testify  not  only  to  the  superior  claims  of  the  instrument, 
but  to  the  honorable  and  strictly  professional  course  of  the  inventor.  These  instruments  will  be 
applied  by  E.  W.  LEACH,  M.D.  No.  113  Hanover  Street. 

Boston,  May  18,  1836.  3m. 
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ANEURISM  CURED  BY  TYING  THE  SUBCLAVIAN  ARTERY. 

DISSECTION  OF  THE  LI?,I3   TWELVE  YEARS  AFTERWARDS. 

A  man,  aged  36,  while  making  a  sudden  exertion  with  his  left  arm  in 
July,  1823,  felt  something  snap  below  the  collar  bone.  In  a  day  or 
two  afterwards  an  aneurismal  tumor  appeared  below  the  clavicle.  The 
operation  of  tying  the  subclavian  artery  was  performed  by  Mr.  Key  on 
the  20th  of  September,  the  tumor  being  then  of  some  size,  and  having 
thrown  up  the  clavicle.  The  ligature  separated  from  the  artery  on  the 
12th  day  after  the  operation.  The  tumor  gradually  subsided,  and  the 
patient  lived  till  the  spring  of  1835,  when  he  died  of  anasarca  of  the 
lower  limbs,  and  other  symptoms  of  visceral  disease.  He  had  be- 
queathed his  arm  to  Mr.  Key,  and  after  his  death  it  was  injected,  re- 
moved from  the  body,  dissected  carefully,  and  put  up  as  a  preparation 
for  the  museum  of  Guy's  hospital.  We  may  observe  that  the  case 
possesses  some  additional  interest  from  its  being  the  first  instance  in 
which  the  subclavian  was  tied  with  success  in  the  hospitals  of  London. 

Dissection.  The  muscles  of  the  right  arm  were  more  than  usually 
large.  There  was  a  small  and  indistinct  cicatrix  in  the  skin  above  the 
clavicle. 

On  removing  the  skin,  the  division  of  the  platysma  myoides  was  ap- 
parent, from  an  interspace  of  an  inch  between  its  fibres,  which  were  here 
replaced  by  a  dense  cellular  structure.  The  omo-hyoideus  was  rather 
higher  than  usual,  probably  from  the  division  of  the  fascia  which  braces 
it  down  to  the  clavicle. 

The  subclavian  trunk  had  undergone  no  material  alteration  in  size, 
from  its  origin,  to  the  point  where  the  ligature  had  been  applied,  just  on 
the  other  edge  of  the  scalenus  muscle.  Here  the  vessel  became  sud- 
denly obliterated,  assuming  the  form  of  a  dense  flattened  cord,  which 
was  continued  for  about  two  inches  and  a  half  into  the  axilla,  and  termi- 
nated in  the  remains  of  the  aneurismal  sac.  The  precise  spot  where 
the  artery  had  been  tied  was  clearly  indicated  by  a  deep  indentation ; 
but  the  continuity  of  the  vessel  above  the  ligature,  with  the  obliterated 
portion  below  it,  was  not  destroyed,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  had 
been  restored,  after  the  separation  of  the  silk,  by  a  process  of  adhesion, 
which  connected  the  two  extremities  to  each  other,  and  glued  them  to 
the  contiguous  structures.  The  aneurismal  sac  still  existed  in  the  axilla, 
where  it  formed  a  firm  and  solid,  but  at  the  same  time  somewhat  elastic 
and  yielding  tumor,  about  the  size  of  a  small  hen's  egg.  It  was  situated 
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immediately  behind  the  pectoralis  minor,  and  firmly  adherent  to  the 
second  rib;  which,  however,  had  not  become,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
absorbed  by  the  pressure  which  it  must  have  sustained :  the  sac  was 
otherwise  but  slightly  connected  to  the  surrounding  textures,  and  pre- 
sented a  smooth  uniform  exterior,  bearing  altogether  a  considerable  re- 
semblance to  those  cysts  which  are  occasionally  found  to  form  them- 
selves around  foreign  bodies.  The  obliterated  portion  of  the  axillary 
trunk  terminated  in  the  upper  and  back  part  of  the  sac :  while,  from  its 
under  surface,  the  continuation  of  the  artery  was  seen  to  emerge,  as  a 
perfect  vessel ;  having  been  restored  to  nearly  its  natural  calibre  by  the 
entrance  of  a  large  branch,  which  was  originally  given  off  immediately 
below  the  tumor,  and  through  which  the  blood  had  afterwards  assumed 
a  retrograde  course. 

On  opening  the  sac,  the  coats  of  which  were  remarkably  dense  and 
hard,  it  was  found  to  contain  a  firm  and  solid  coagulum,  which  readily 
separated  from  the  surrounding  cyst,  and,  on  being  removed,  retained 
the  precise  shape  of  the  tumor.  A  section  of  it  clearly  evinced  that  it 
consisted  of  fibrin,  apparently  inorganized,  dense,  and  tough  in  its  tex- 
ture, and  of  a  dirty-yellowish  color. 

The  anastomosing  vessels  which  carried  on  the  circulation  are  too 
numerous  to  be  individually  described.  They  are  therefore  arranged 
into  three  sets  : — 

1.  A  posterior  set,  consisting  of  the  supra- scapular  and  posterior- 
scapular  branches  of  the  subclavian,  which  anastomosed  with  the  infra- 
scapular  from  the  axillary. 

2.  An  internal  set,  produced  by  the  connection  of  the  internal  mam- 
mary on  the  one  hand,  with  the  short  and  long  thoracic  arteries  and  the 
infra-scapular  on  the  other. 

3.  A  middle  or  axillary  set,  which  consisted  of  a  number  of  small 
vessels,  derived  from  branches  of  the  subclavian  above,  and  passing 
through  the  axilla,  to  terminate  either  in  the  main  trunk,  or  some  of  the 
branches  of  the  axillary  below.  This  last  set  presented  most  conspicu- 
ously the  peculiar  character  of  newly-formed,  or  rather  of  dilated  arte- 
ries. They  were  excessively  tortuous,  and  formed  a  complete  plexus, 
which  was  almost  inseparably  connected  with  the  axillary  nerves:  many 
of  the  branches  penetrating  into  the  midst  of  the  nervous  fibres,  so  as  to 
render  their  separation  a  work  of  great  difficulty  and  labor. 

The  chief  agent  in  the  restoration  of  the  axillary  trunk  below  the 
tumor  was  the  infra-scapular  artery,  which  communicated  most  freely 
with  the  internal  mammary,  supra-scapular,  and  posterior-scapular 
branches  of  the  subclavian  ;  from  all  which  it  received  so  great  an 
influx  of  blood,  as  to  dilate  it  to  three  times  its  natural  size.  The  infra- 
scapular  artery  was,  in  this  subject,  given  off  much  higher  than  usual; 
and  its  origin  had  been  included  in  the  aneurismal  dilatation  :  in  fact,  the 
artery  opened  into  the  sac  itself;  and,  under  the  restored  state  of  the 
circulation,  the  blood  had  to  traverse  a  small  portion  of  the  cavity,  in 
order  to  reach  the  commencement  of  the  axillary  trunk.  The  continui- 
ty between  the  two  vessels  had  been  preserved  through  the  coagulum 
contained  in  the  tumor ;  which,  for  a  short  space,  actually  constituted 
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the  arterial  coats ;  thus,  when  the  contents  were  removed,  the  injected 
wax  became  exposed  at  the  bottom  of  the  cyst;  while  a  corresponding 
deep  sulcus  in  the  coagulum  indicated  the  channel  through  which  the 
blood  had  passed. 

The  supra-scapular  artery  was,  in  this  instance,  given  off  by  the  su- 
perficial cervical,  and  became  augmented,  just  as  it  reached  the  scapula, 
by  a  branch  which  arose  from  the  obliterated  portion  of  the  main  trunk ; 
but  which  had  again  been  rendered  available,  as  a  medium  of  circulation, 
by  receiving  a  vessel  from  the  subclavian  above. 

The  common  organ  of  the  short  thoracic  and  humeral  theoracic  arte- 
ries had  become  obliterated  as  it  came  off  from  the  sac  itself:  but  the 
two  vessels  had  subsequently  regained  their  original  size  ;  the  one  being 
supplied  by  its  connection  with  the  internal  mammaiy ;  the  other  by 
communications  with  the  superficial  cervical. 

Mr.  Key  observes,  in  reference  to  the  preceding  case,  that  it  tends  to 
lessen  our  confidence  in  the  dogma,  that  it  is  unsafe  to  apply  a  ligature  to 
a  large  artery,  close  to  the  organ  of  a  considerable  branch.  We  would 
say,  that  this  opinion,  or  this  dogma,  call  it  which  we  may,  is  found- 
ed upon  facts  too  well  attested  to  permit  us  to  doubt,  that  the  contiguity 
of  the  organ  of  a  large  arterial  branch,  is  a  source  of  risk.  Such  cases 
as  the  present  may  diminish  our  estimate  of  the  quantum  of  that  risk, 
but  were  they  much  more  numerous  than  they  are,  they  could  only 
form  a  quantitative  argument.  The  cases  in  which  secondary  haemorr- 
hage has  occurred,  when  an  artery  has  been  tied  close  to  the  point  from 
which  a  vessel  of  any  size  has  sprung,  are  sufficient  to  make  every  pru- 
dent surgeon  avoid,  if  possible,  incurring  such  a  hazard.  On  the  other 
hand  we  have  cases,  which,  like  that  before  us,  inform  the  surgeon  that 
under  circumstances  otherwise  favorable,  he  may  hope  that  even  the  vi- 
cinity of  a  large  branch  will  not  prevent  the  adhesive  process  in  the 
trunk,  in  the  situation  of  the  ligature.  Probably  the  state  of  the  pa- 
tient's constitution  exercises  the  most  important  influence.  If  that  is 
good,  the  formation  of  a  solid  clot  may  be  of  comparatively  little  con- 
sequence; if  that  is  bad,  every  collateral  assistance  is  required  to  seal 
the  mouth  of  the  vessel.  All  surgeons  know  that  the  adhesive  process 
occurs  more  readily  in  some  persons  than  in  others,  even  in  what  appears 
to  be  the  state  of  perfect  health.  One  man  who,  to  use  the  popular 
expression,  has  "  got  good  flesh  to  heal,"  repairs  even  the  severest  injuries 
with  little  effort  and  disturbance.  In  another  the  most  trifling  wound 
will  fester,  the  reparative  process  is  established  with  difficulty,  and  imper- 
fectly carried  on,  and  severe  lesions  are  almost  surely  mortal. 

To  revert  to  the  subject  of  the  preceding  observations,  the  case  we 
have  related  does  not  shake,  and  cannot  shake  the  value  of  the  practical 
rule — not  to  tie  a  large  trunk  near  the  source  of  an  important  branch, 
unless  imperatively  called  upon  to  do  so.  If  we  have  the  choice  of  two 
situations,  one  near  the  origin  of  a  considerable  branch,  and  one  remote 
from  it,  the  man  must  be  mad  who  would  caeteris  paribus  select  the  form- 
er. But  if  we  have  no  choice,  or  if  there  are  serious  objections  to 
operating  anywhere  but  near  the  origin  of  a  large  vessel,  this  case  of 
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Mr.  Key's,  and  others  of  the  same  description,  will  tend  to  moderate  our 
anxiety  and  apprehensions. — Medico- Chir.  Review. 


CASE  OF  DIFFICULT  PARTURITION, 

FOLLOWED  BY  THE  HOURGLASS  CONTRACTION  OF  THE  UTERUS   ON  THE  PLACENTA. 
BY  EDWIN  A.  ATLEE,  IYT.D. 

On  the  22dof  4th  mo.  1836,  while  on  a  visit  to  Cincinnati,  I  was  request- 
ed to  attend  Mrs.  S  ,  in  labor  with  her  ninth  child.    The  reasons 

for  calling  on  me  were,  that  I  had  formerly,  when  a  resident  practitioner 
in  this  city,  rendered  her  similar  professional  services,  that  her  physician 
was  absent  on  a  journey,  and  that,  consequently,  a  preference  was  given 
me,  provided  I  were  willing  to  attend. 

My  patient,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  had  been  in  labor  about  twelve 
hours.  The  membranes  had  been  ruptured  and  liquor  amnii  completely 
evacuated  about  two  hours  before  1  saw  her.  By  taxis  I  ascertained 
that  the  os  tineas  w7as  distended,  in  a  rigid  circle,  to  about  the  diameter 
of  three  fourths  of  an  inch,  very  high,  and  anterior  in  the  pelvis.  With 
considerable  difficulty,  I  discovered  the  presentation,  which  was  of  the 
occipital  portion  of  the  head  of  the  child,  firmly  applied  to  the  superior 
edge  of  the  symphysis  pubis  (ossa  conjugalial ),  and  of  course  the  fron- 
tal portion  resting  against  the  projection  of  the  sacrum  (os  obfirmans 
pelvis?),  so  that  the  long  diameter  of  the  head  occupied  the  short 
diameter  of  the  pelvis.  It  is  probable  that  this  state  of  things  had  ex- 
isted from  the  time  of  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  since  I  found  it 
impracticable  so  to  change  the  position  of  the  head  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
appropriate  channel. 

The  pains,  if  so  they  might  have  been  called,  had  subsided.  After 
waiting  an  hour,  and  discovering  no  prospect  of  efficiency,  I  left  the 
chamber,  promising  to  return  in  time.  Accordingly,  in  about  two  hours, 
I  returned,  and  found  that  no  progress  whatever  had  been  made,  but 
that  the  patient  was  sitting  in  hopeless  hope,  yet  anxious  to  be  relieved. 
With  a  view  to  exciting  pains,  and  giving  them  a  definite  direction,  1  ad- 
ministered ten  grs.  secal.  cornut.  but  no  specific  effect  having  manifest- 
ed itself,  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  I  gave  another  dose  of  ten  grs. 
This,  in  about  fifteen  minutes,  had  an  evident  effect  to  produce  what  I  sup- 
posed had  not  yet  taken  place,  contraction  of  the  longitudinal  fibres  of 
the  uterus,  and  consequent  progressive  efforts,  which,  however,  soon 
subsided,  having  rather  wedged  the  foetal  head  in  the  superior  strait. 

Concluding  that  further  use  of  the  ergot  would  not  only  be  useless, 
but  probably  injurious,  I  waited  with  patience  on  the  resources  of  nature 
for  about  two  hours  longer,  but  with  no  satisfactory  result.  My  patient 
had  now  become  very  impatient;  her  pulse  indicating  much  irritability, 
I  gave  her  an  opiate  which  composed  her  nerves,  and  seemed  also  to 
excite  the  specific  action  of  the  powders.  Strong  and  well  determined 
pains  now  followed ;  the  pulse  became  full  and  active,  but  a  considera- 
ble disproportion  between  the  head  and  pelvis  tended  to  frustrate  the 
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efficiency  of  the  pains  and  reasonable  hopes  of  a  speedy  termination  of 
the  labor. 

[  now  resorted  to  the  lancet,  and  drew  from  her  arm, by  a  large  orifice, 
about  eighteen  ounces  of  blood.  The  effect  was  beneficial ;  a  suspen- 
sion of  pains  for  nearly  fifteen  minutes  ensued,  affording  respite  to  the 
sufferer  while  the  uterus  was  recovering  its  powers,  which  were  now 
concentrated  for  the  expulsion  of  the  head,  that  with  unusual  firmness 
and  tumefaction  presented  at  the  superior  strait,  the  fontanelle  being 
applied  intermediately  between  the  left  acetabulum  and  symphysis  pubis. 

After  nearly  two  hours  of  regular  and  forcible  throes,  the  resistance 
of  the  tuberosities  of  the  ischium  (should  they  not  be  denominated  ossa 
sedilial),  caused  me  to  apprehend  that  the  forceps  must  be  resorted  to. 
I,  therefore,  desired  the  husband  of  the  lady  to  obtain  of  my  friend,  Dr. 
Woodward,  the  loan  of  his  for  the  purpose.  It  so  happened  that  the 
gentleman  went  to  the  doctor's  former  residence,  not  knowing  that  he 
had  removed ;  and  the  present  occupant  being  unable  to  inform  him 
where  he  now  lived,  the  forceps  were  not  brought ;  but  by  the  time  the 
husband  returned,  I  found  that  the  resistance  was  gradually  yielding, 
and  by  aid  of  the  efforts  of  nature,  I  soon  effected  the  delivery  of  the 
head  and  face.  But,  unhappily,  the  pains  were  now  instantly  suspend- 
ed, and  not  resumed  for  some  minutes  ;  so  that  if  even  the  long  pro- 
tracted pressure  of  the  head  in  the  pelvis  had  not  deprived  the  infant 
of  life,  the  interval  between  the  pains  and  disengagement  of  the  head, 
together  with  the  subsequent  resistance  of  the  shoulders,  was  sufficient 
to  cause  its  death.    It  was  stillborn. 

By  the  usual  methods  I  assiduously  endeavored  to  resuscitate  it,  but 
was  foiled  in  my  attempts.  It  now  became  necessary  to  attend  to  the 
mother,  whose  placenta  had  not  yet  been  expelled.  On  cautious  ex- 
amination, I  had  the  painful  disappointment  to  find,  that  the  partial,  or 
hourglass,  contraction  of  the  uterus  had  firmly  locked  up  the  placenta 
in  the  posterior  chamber,  or  fundus,  of  that  organ  ;  and  I  was  compelled, 
without  delay,  to  resort  to  the  painful  and  hazardous  method  used  for 
extracting  it,  which  was  happily  effected. 

The  lady  has  suffered  no  extraordinary  inconvenience  from  the  cir- 
cumstances attending,  and  following,  this  very  difficult  labor.  It  is  now 
four  days  since  parturition,  and  were  she  not  prudentially  controlled,  she 
would  leave  the  bed  during  the  day. 

Remarks.  The  patient  has  always  had  difficult  and  tedious  labors, 
but  never  before  had  a  stillborn  babe.  She  is  a  small  woman;  her  hus- 
band is,  on  the  contrary,  very  tall  and  robust.  The  children  are  mostly 
large  at  birth,  this  last  particularly  so. 

A  month  before  her  confinement  she  had  a  fall  down  stairs.  Her 
sensations  from  the  time  of  that  accident,  were  peculiar  and  inde- 
scribable ;  but  she  was  continually  afterwards  impressed  with  a  belief 
that  "  the  child  was  wrong,  and  that  she  never  could  get  over  it." 

Had  the  forceps  been  used  when  first  I  deemed  them  necessary,  it  is 
possible  that  the  infant  might  have  been  born  alive.  But  the  probabili- 
ty is,  that  apoplexy  had  taken  place  previously  to  my  determination  to 
use  them.    I  think,  however,  I  ought  to  have  applied  them,  had  they 
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been  at  hand,  notwithstanding  the  responsibility  in  which  I  was  placed. 
From  the  anomalous  character  of  the  pains,  preparatory  to  labor,  and 
from  the  condition  of  the  os  tincae  on  examination,  I  am  induced  to 
think  that  by  her  fall,  the  longitudinal  muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus 
were  in  a  great  degree  rendered  torpid  or  inactive,  while  the  circular,  or 
transverse,  were  disposed  and  excited  to  contraction  ;  that  this  disposi- 
tion continued  throughout,  but  was  modified  by  the  remedies  used ;  that 
still  it  so  predominated  as  to  bring  about  the  partial  contraction  referred 
to,  and  which,  I  think,  is  rarely  attributable,  either  to]  undue  tension  of 
the  umbilical  cord  in  the  efforts  to  disengage  the  placenta,  or  to  irritation 
of  the  internal  surface  of  the  uterus  by  the  hand  of  the  operator.  In 
this  case  no  such  excitements  were  resorted  to. —  Ohio  Med.  Rep. 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  CORNS  AND  BUNIONS. 

Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  has  not  deemed  it  derogatory  to  the  majesty  of 
surgery,  to  look  after  corns  and  bunions.  From  a  most  excellent  clini- 
cal lecture  on  this  subject  by  the  able  Baronet,  published  in  the  Medical 
Gazette,  we  extract  some  practical  remarks  upon  their  management. 

A  corn  at  first  consists  merely  of  a  thickening  of  the  cuticle,  the 
effect  of  pressure,  and  is  usually  seated  over  some  projecting  bone  or  ar- 
ticulation. But  after  a  time  a  little  bursa  forms  beneath  it,  so  that  a 
perfect  corn  consists  of  both  conditions.  If  the  corn  occurs  between 
the  toes,  it  is  kept  moist,  and  constitutes  a  "  soft  corn." 

Hard  corns  are  temporarily  relieved  by  paring,  filling,  or  causing  them 
to  exfoliate  by  means  of  caustics.  But  more  is  required  for  a  radical 
cure.    The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Sir  Benjamin  on  this  head. 

"  In  some  way  or  other  all  undue  pressure  must  be  removed  from  the 
part  on  which  the  corn  is  situated.  First,  the  shoe  must  be  made  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  the  shape  of  the  foot,  and  it  must  cover  the  meta- 
tarsis  and  a  portion  of  the  tarsus,  so  that  the  whole  pressure  may  not  be 
thrown  on  the  toes ;  or  a  boot  made  to  be  laced  or  buttoned  may  be 
worn  instead  of  a  shoe.  In  some  cases  it  is  advisable  that  the  shoe  or 
boot  should  be  made,  not  of  ordinary  leather,  but  of  very  soft  and 
flexible  buckskin,  or  of  cloth.  A  material  for  shoes  and  boots  is  sold 
under  the  grandiloquent  name  of  pannuscorium,  which  answers  the  pur- 
pose intended  in  these  cases  very  well.  It  is  really  a  kind  of  cloth,  but 
it  has  the  appearance  of  leather,  and  is  very  soft  and  pliable.  Secondly, 
if  any  of  the  toes  are  displaced  in  any  of  the  ways  which  I  have  before 
described,  we  must  endeavor  to  restore  them  to  their  natural  position. 
In  young  persons  this  may  be  generally  accomplished.  A  contrivance 
made  use  of  by  the  bandage-makers  is  very  useful  on  these  occasions. 
It  consists  of  a  thin  plate  of  metal  covered  with  thin  leather,  or  a  piece 
of  strong  leather,  fitted  to  the  lower  surface  of  the  foot — not  to  the 
whole  of  the  surface,  but  extending  from  the  extremities  of  the  toes 
nearly  to  the  tarsus.  Slits  are  formed  in  this  plate  of  metal  or  leather, 
and  tapes  are  passed  through  these  slits,  forming  loops  above,  by  means 
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of  which  the  toes  are  bound  down  and  retained  in  their  proper  places. 
In  many  cases  the  same  object  may  be  attained  by  similar  means.  A 
stripe  of  linen,  spread  with  adhesive  plaster,  about  two  thirds  of  an  inch 
in  breadth,  may  be  passed  over  the  toes  which  are  too  elevated,  and 
under  the  others,  the  extremities  of  the  plaster  being  made  to  cross  each 
other  over  the  metatarsus.  If  this  be  neatly  applied,  it  will  keep  the 
toes  parallel  to,  and  on  the  same  level  with  each  other.  Whichever  of 
these  methods  be  employed,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  persevered 
in  for  a  considerable  time." 

In  old  people  it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  alter  the  malposition  of  the 
toes.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  amputate  a  toe,  in  consequence  of 
the  inconvenience  it  occasions.  This  necessity  arises  more  frequently  in 
the  lower  than  in  the  upper  classes. 

The  chiropodists  relieve  a  corn,  by  cutting  a  hole  corresponding  to  it 
in  a  piece  of  buckskin  leather,  spread  with  some  adhesive  plaster,  and 
applying  this  to  the  foot.  Of  course  the  pressure  is  thus  taken  off  the 
corn.  If  a  hard  corn  forms  on  the  sole  of  the  foot,  over  the  head  of 
one  of  the  metatarsal  bones,  it  is  particularly  troublesome.  Sir  Benja- 
min thus  treats  it.  The  hard  cuticle  being  removed,  a  broad  piece  of 
buckskin  leather  is  to  be  applied,  having  a  hole  in  it  where  the  corn  is 
situated.  But  a  thin  piece  of  calico  spread  with  adhesive  plaster,  and 
having  no  hole  in  it,  is  to  be  applied  first ;  that  is,  between  the  leather 
and  the  foot.  Without  this  last  contrivance  the  flesh  of  the  foot,  when 
the  patient  walks,  bulges  or  projects  into  the  hole  of  the  leather,  so  as 
completely  to  fill  it  up,  and  the  patient's  condition  is  rendered  rather 
worse  than  better.  The  calico  with  adhesive  plaster  prevents  this  in- 
convenience, at  the  same  time  that  it  does  not  prevent  the  leather  an- 
swering the  intended  purpose  of  taking  the  pressure  off  the  corn,  and 
throwing  it  on  the  surrounding  parts. 

When  an  abscess  forms,  as  it  occasionally  does,  in  the  bursa  under  a 
corn,  the  corn  should  be  pared  and  the  bursa  opened. 

A  soft  corn  is  to  be  treated  on  the  same  principle  as  a  hard  one. 
Pressure  is  to  be  removed.  A  properly  shaped  shoe  must  be  made,  and 
the  toes,  if  displaced,  brought  back  by  appropriate  contrivances  to  their 
right  position.  The  right  toe  is  the  one  usually  distorted,  and  it  is  push- 
ed more  or  less  underneath  the  second  phalanx  of  its  neighbor.  The 
following  contrivance  sometimes  answers : — a  piece  of  very  thick  buck- 
skin leather,  spread  with  adhesive  plaster,  is  to  be  applied  on  the  inside 
of  the  little  toe,  so  as  to  occupy  the  whole  of  the  inner  surface,  from 
the  apex  to  the  second  joint.  The  leather  should  be  cut  so  as  to  be 
thin  at  its  margin  ;  and  it  should  be  sufficiently  broad  to  admit  of  being 
doubled  over  a  good  part  of  the  upper  and  under  surface  of  the  toe,  as 
well  as  its  extremity.  This  contrivance  will  keep  the  little  toe  at  some 
distance  from  the  next  toe,  and  prevent  it  from  sliding  again  under  it. 
In  addition  to  these  means  the  nitric  acid  should  be  applied  to  the  corn 
itself,  so  that  it  may  dry,  and  exfoliate.  Occasionally  a  soft  corn  is  ex- 
quisitely painful,  although  there  is  no  suppuration  beneath  it.  In  a  case 
which  occurred  to  Sir  B.  Brodie,  the  application  of  the  nitric  acid  re- 
lieved the  excessive  tenderness. 
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The  treatment  of  bunions  is  regulated  by  much  the  same  principle  as 
that  of  corns. 

Unhappily  we  can  speak  from  experience  on  the  miseries  of  corns. 
The  tendency  to  them  is  certainly  frequently  hereditary,  the  children  of 
parents  who  have  labored  under  them,  contracting  them  long  before 
adequate  compression  from  boots  has  occurred  to  occasion  them.  When 
a  great  disposition  to  their  formation  exists,  we  much  fear  that  a  perma- 
nent cure  is  next  to  an  impossibility.  We  have  given  up  the  attempt  in 
despair.  We  have  tried,  ad  nauseum,  cut  boots,  cut  corns,  plasters  of 
all  sorts  on  leather  of  all  thicknesses,  caustics,  and  all  the  resources  of 
chiropodism,  and  here  we  are  hobbling  in  damp  weather  with  unabated 
agonies.  If  a  man  has  really  such  corns,  we  pity  him.  Let  him  find, 
if  he  can,  an  honest  boot-maker,  who  will  make  him  what  it  is  as  diffi- 
cult to  discover  as  the  longitude,  easy  boots,  and  patiently  suffer  the 
inflictions  of  Providence.  That  is  the  conclusion  to  which  we  have  been 
compelled  to  come. 

But  to  those  who  are  not  thus  doomed  to  hopeless  torment,  we  re- 
commend the  capital  lecture  of  Sir  Benjamin.  If  the  remedies  he  pro- 
poses won't  ease  their  feet,  they  may  join  the  awkward  squad  of  in- 
curables, for  neither  chiropodism  nor  surgery  can  do  more  for  them. — 
London  Medico- Chirurgical  Review. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir — Should  the  following  be  considered  worthy  of  publication,  it  is  at 
your  disposal. 

SMALLPOX,  OR  VARIOLA  AND  VARIOLOID. 

C.  H.  aged  20,  of  a  robust  constitution,  and  plethoric  habit,  had  for 
a  few  weeks  been  peddling  tin  ware  in  the  neighboring  towns,  in  ex- 
change for  which  he  took  in  rags,  wool,  feathers,  &c.  These,  on  his 
arrival  at  his  father's,  he  picked  over  and  assorted,  preparing  them  for 
market.  Some  of  the  rags  were  washed  by  his  sister,  and  all  the  fami- 
ly had  more  or  less  to  do  with  his  load.  He  had  been  at  home  but  two 
days  when  he  was  taken  with  severe  pain  in  the  head,  back  and  limbs, 
nausea,  languor,  &c.  having  the  usual  symptoms  of  an  attack  of  fever, 
attended  with  a  dry  cough.  On  the  second  day  of  the  disease,  he,  sup- 
posing it  to  be  "  a  cold,"  sent  for  a  Thomsonian  that  resided  in  the 
neighborhood.  As  a  matter  of  course,  he  then  went  through  a  course 
of  lobelia,  emetics,  steaming,  cayenne,  &c.  About  the  third  or  fourth 
day  of  the  disease,  under  the  above  treatment,  the  external  surface  became 
very  red,  throat  sore,  cough  dry,  &c,  the  redness  first  appearing  in  small 
thickly-set,  flea-bite  specks,  which  soon  spread  and  covered  the  whole 
surface.  This  was  called  by  the  Thomsonian  a  good  sign,  he  having 
succeeded  in  "driving  (he  cold  out."  On  the  fifth  day,  the  eruption  be- 
coming more  distinct,  and  the  symptoms  more  aggravated,  the  family 
suspected  something  more  serious,  and  thinking  it  might  be  variola,  they 
sent  for  Dr.  C.  an  experienced  physician,  who  had  had  the  disease,  i.  e. 
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smallpox,  in  order  if  possible  to  ascertain  the  fact.  Dr.  C.  staid  over 
night,  and  after  examining  the  case,  decided  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  was 
nothing  more  than  a  fever,  no  exposure  to  variola  being  known.  On 
the  seventh  day,  the  eruption  still  increasing,  the  select  men  and  people 
generally  being  dissatisfied,  one  of  the  former  came  to  me  and  wished  to 
have  me  go  and  decide  what  ailed  the  young  man.  1  found  him  with 
his  face  much  swollen,  pulse  full  and  frequent,  a  great  increase  of  the 
salivary  secretion,  throat  very  sore  ;  small,  hard,  pea-like  substances  be- 
neath the  skin,  over  all  parts  of  the  body — a  few  filled  with  a  thin 
watery  fluid,  most  abundant  about  the  face,  neck  and  extremities. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  hoarseness  and  considerable  cough  ;  bowels 
full,  urine  scanty  and  high  colored.  I  could  not  learn  that  he  had  been 
anywhere  in  the  region  of  the  smallpox,  his  ride  having  been  confined 
to  a  few  country  towns.  Had  the  disease  existed  in  them,  no  doubt  it 
would  have  been  known.  I  however  decided,  without  hesitation,  that  it 
was  a  well-marked  case  of  variola. 

Till  this  time,  any  and  every  person  had  been  permitted  to  visit  him. 
A  great  part  of  the  neighborhood  had  been  exposed,  and  very  few  had 
ever  had  the  vaccine  disease.  Strange  it  is  that  parents  and  guardians 
will  be  so  far  regardless  of  the  safety  of  their  children,  as  to  take  no 
pains  for  their  vaccination.  Even  if  the  physician  goes  to  the  dwell- 
ing, and  offers  to  vaccinate  the  whole  family  for  a  very  trifling  expense, 
it  is  only  now  and  then  that  he  can  find  one  that  is  willing.  And  so 
long  as  this  negligence  exists,  so  long  will  this  loathsome  disease  be 
breaking  out,  as  it  now  does,  in  every  town  and  village  in  our  country. 
I  believe  it  should  be  the  law  of  our  land  that  no  child  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  a  certain  age  without  being  vaccinated ;  and  if  put  in  force,  one 
great  preventive  would  be  accomplished.  But  to  return  to  the  case  un- 
der consideration.  A  rigid  antiphlogistic  course  was  pursued.  On  the 
11th  day,  the  disease  came  to  its  height,  and  from  that  time  he  rapidly 
recovered,  so  that  in  three  weeks  he  was  permitted  to  go  at  large  and  do 
the  duties  of  a  farmer. 

From  the  first  to  the  tenth  day  of  the  foregoing  case  of  variola,  the 
family,  consisting  of  five  persons,  were  all  exposed  to  the  infection. 
On  the  seventh,  the  day  I  was  called,  I  vaccinated  them  all  with  virus  I 
had  kept  only  a  few  months.  The  mother  and  sister  of  the  patient  pre- 
sented scars  or  marks  of  previous  vaccination.  The  next  day  the  whole 
family  were  inoculated  from  the  pustules  of  the  patient;  and  all  now 
commenced  a  course  of  dieting.  A  large  number  of  persons  in  the 
vicinity  had  been  into  the  room  to  see  the  sick  man,  previous  to 
the  seventh  day  of  his  disease  and  fourth  of  the  eruption ;  these  also 
were  all  vaccinated. 

Of  the  above  family,  two  out  of  the  three  that  had  not  had  the  vac- 
cine disease  previously,  had  it  now  ;  but  the  third,  an  elderly  lady,  did 
not,  but  accordingly  had  the  smallpox.  The  mother  and  sister  es- 
caped both.  Of  all  that  had  been  exposed,  three  had  the  varioloid — 
one  in  the  family,  and  two  out.  The  father  of  the  young  man  who  was 
first  taken,  was  inoculated  ibr  the  variola  twelve  hours  before  he  was 
vaccinated  for  the  kinepox  in  the  opposite  arm.    Both  took,  and  both 
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appeared  to  progress  together.  On  or  about  the  eighth  day,  the  system 
began  to  be  affected,  and  he  had  the  usual  symptoms  of  pain  in  the  head, 
back  and  limbs,  chills,  lassitude,  nausea,  &c.  The  smallpox  pustule, 
however,  immediately  began  to  flatten,  the  areola  was  more  circumscrib- 
ed, it  soon  lost  its  inflammatory  appearance  and  died  away  ;  while  the 
kinepox  pustule,  on  the  contrary,  continued  to  progress,  and  went 
through  all  the  different  stages  regularly  to  its  termination. 

It  still  remains  unknown  whether  the  first  case  was  from  an  exposure 
during  his  travel,  or  from  the  contents  of  his  load. 

MEASLES  SECOND  TIME. 

W.  M.  aged  26,  farmer,  plethoric,  healthy  constitution,  was  exposed, 
with  a  number  of  others,  to  the  measles.  In  about  12  days  after,  he 
was  attacked  with  the  usual  premonitory  symptoms  of  this  disease. 
These  increased  in  severity  till  the  fourth  day,  when  the  eruption  began 
to  appear  about  the  face  and  neck,  though  he  little  suspected  that  it  was 
anything  more  than  a  common  cold.  The  symptoms,  however,  became 
so  severe  that  on  the  second  day  of  the  eruption  1  was  called.  On  ex- 
amination I  found  it  a  well-marked  case  of  rubeola.  My  patient,  how- 
ever, affirmed  that  eleven  years  before,  while  attending  school,  he,  with 
a  large  number  of  other  children,  was  exposed  to  the  measles,  and  that 
he  had  them  at  the  same  time,  with  many  others.  Nothing,  so  far  as 
I  could  learn  from  those  well  acquainted  with  the  facts,  seemed  to  dis- 
prove this  statement.  He  however  now  went  through  with  a  pretty 
severe  case  of  rubeola.  Became  convalescent  on  the  12th  day  of  the 
disease.  Having  been  at  considerable  pains  to  satisfy  myself  in  regard 
to  this  case,  I  became  pretty  well  convinced  that  W.  M.  did  actually  have 
the  measles  twice.  E.  W.  R  ,  M.D. 

West  port,  N.  Y.  July,  1836. 


EFFUSION  OF  BLOOD  INTO  CHAMBERS  OF  THE  EYE,  FROM  INJURY. 

BY  EDWARD  J.  DAVENPORT,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Roston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  case  is  offered  chiefly  to  exemplify  the  extraordinary 
power  which  the  aqueous  humor  possesses  in  dissolving  and  promoting 
the  absorption  of  foreign  substances  in  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye. 

H.  Merrifield,  aged  22,  stone-cutter,  received  a  violent  blow  upon  the 
corner  of  the  right  eye,  on  Wednesday  noon,  followed  by  immediate 
loss  of  vision,  with  pain  of  the  eye  and  forehead.  He  was  seen  two 
hours  after  the  accident,  at  which  time  the  tunica  conjunctiva  had  become 
injected  and  the  eye  was  tearful ;  the  two  lower  thirds  of  the  anterior 
chamber  were  filled  with  blood,  of  which  the  lower  third  appeared  to  be 
coagulated,  while  the  upper  was  partially  diffused  or  mixed  with  the 
aqueous  humor ;  the  pupil  was  widely  dilated,  presenting  a  clear  and 
transparent  space  above  the  volume  of  blood ;  the  cornea  was  opaque  at 
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one  small  spot  only,  and  at  this  point,  the  surface  was  broken  or  abrad- 
ed ;  vision  was  nearly  or  quite  extinct,  the  patient  retaining,  with  this 
eye,  merely  the  perception  of  light.  This  diminution  of  vision  was  not 
owing  entirely  to  the  presence  of  blood  in  the  anterior  chamber,  but 
rather  to  some  deranged  condition  of  the  retina  simultaneous  in  its  oc- 
currence with  the  sanguineous  effusion,  and  referable  to  the  same  cause, 
viz.  concussion  of  the  eyeball.  This  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
there  existed  at  the  upper  part  of  the  dilated  pupil,  above  the  effusion, 
a  sufficient  space  to  admit  the  rays  of  light.  The  pulse  was  not  affect- 
ed, and  the  patient  absolutely  declined  having  any  blood  taken  from  the 
arm.  He  was  therefore  directed  to  have  leeches  applied  freely  upon  the 
right  temple ;  to  take  one  of  the  following  powders  every  third  hour, 
until  active  catharsis  should  be  induced;  to  keep  the  eye  covered  with 
cloths  constantly  wet  with  cold  water ;  and  to  adopt  a  strict  antiphlogis- 
tic diet  and  regimen,  with  entire  rest  for  the  eye.  R.  magnesia  sulpha- 
tis  3ss.  Jalapae  pulveris  gi.  Misce. 

Thursday,  2d  day. — The  leeches  had  bled  freely,  and  the  patient 
had  been  actively  purged  by  the  cathartic  medicine,  by  which  means 
the  pain  of  the  forehead  and  eye,  previously  very  severe,  had  been  re- 
moved. One  half  of  the  effusion  of  blood  had  been  absorbed  (in  about 
eighteen  hours  from  the  time  of  the  accident),  and  vision  had  become 
somewhat  more  distinct.  The  pupil,  however,  remained  in  the  same 
state  as  on  day  previous,  and  the  conjunctiva  continued  to  be  vascular. 
Leeches  and  cathartic  were  directed  to  be  repeated. 

Sunday,  5th  day. — The  effusion  of  blood  had  nearly  disappeared 
from  the  anterior  chamber,  leaving  merely  a  coagulum  at  the  lower  part, 
similar  in  form  to  the  collection  of  pus  seen  in  the  early  stage  of  hypo- 
pium.  Power  of  vision  had  now  so  far  become  improved,  that  the 
patient  was  able,  with  the  injured  eye,  to  distinguish  the  hour  by  a 
watch.  The  pupil  still  remained  dilated  and  insensible  to  the  stimulus 
of  light,  being  in  a  state  of  paralysis  from  the  pressure  of  blood  upon  its 
fibres.  Some  degree  of  haziness  or  dimness  of  the  pupil  was  percepti- 
ble, but  the  pain,  and  likewise  the  vascularity  of  the  eye,  had  abated. 
The  patient  now  preferred  to  have  warm  topical  applications  to  the  eye, 
instead  of  the  cold  lotions  which  had  previously  been  more  agreeable  to 
his  feelings.  To  promote,  by  its  sorbefacient  powers,  the  portion  of 
blood  remaining  in  the  anterior  chamber,  and  also  to  restore  vision  per- 
fectly, the  patient  was  advised  to  take  a  small  quantity  of  calomel  and 
opium,  night  and  morning. 

Sunday,  12th  day. — The  patient  had  taken  the  pills  three  or  four 
times  only,  and  had  returned  to  his  work  some  days  since,  considering 
the  eye  as  being  entirely  well.  His  mouth  had  not  been  at  all  affected 
by  the  calomel.  No  trace  of  blood  was  now  visible  in  the  anterior 
chamber,  and  the  conjunctiva  was  not  injected.  The  pupil  continued  in 
a  state  of  dilatation,  and  the  iris  was  very  sluggish  in  its  lower  half,  where 
that  membrane  had  received  the  weight  and  pressure  of  the  blood,  while 
the  upper  section  had  recovered  motion  and  activity.  Vision  was  per- 
fectly restored.  The  iris  very  gradually  recovered  its  tone  and  sensibili- 
ty to  light,  and  no  further  inconvenience  was  experienced. 
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The  power  of  dissolving  extraneous  matter,*  such  as  lymph,  pus,  blood, 
&c.  with  which  the  aqueous  humor  is  wisely  endowed  by  nature,  has 
been  in  some  rare  instances  sufficient  to  remove  the  points  of  steel  instru- 
ments accidentally  broken  off  and  left  in  the  anterior  chamber,  in  opera- 
tions upon  the  eye.  The  solution  and  consequent  absorption  of  portions 
of  the  opaque  lens  is  familiar  to  every  one,  and  beautifully  illustrates 
the  application  of  the  conservative  vital  power,  in  removing  any  impedi- 
ment to  the  perfect  exercise  of  functions  so  essential  to  our  comfort  and 
even  existence. 

Boston,  July t  1836. 


THE  LATE  DR.  HAZELTINE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  decease  of  Dr.  Richard  Hazeltine,  of  Lynn,  was  announced  in  a 
late  number  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  The  charac- 
ter of  so  distinguished  and  exemplary  a  physician  is  worthy  of  more 
particular  notice. 

Dr.  H.  was  a  native  of  the  granite  State,  and,  like  many  of  her  sons, 
possessed  the  industry  and  perseverance  that  fit  one  for  usefulness,  and 
insure  success.  Favored  with  but  limited  means  and  opportunities  for 
an  early  education,  he  found  it  necessary  to  make  the  most  of  such  as 
he  enjoyed ;  and  so  great  was  his  assiduity,  that  he  made  himself  a  bet- 
ter classic  scholar  than  many  are  who  receive  a  collegiate  education. 
He  studied  medicine  in  Concord,  N.  H.  and  was  licensed  to  practice  by 
the  State  Medical  Society.  He  commenced  practice  in  Limerick  (Me.), 
and  removed  thence  to  Berwick.  Whilst  here,  he  was  elected  a  Fellow 
and  Counsellor  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  served  as 
its  orator  at  one  of  its  annual  meetings.  He  also  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  at  Dartmouth  College.  In  1817  he  re- 
moved to  Lynn,  and  was  immediately  elected  Counsellor  of  the  M.  M. 
S.  for  the  county  of  Essex,  which  office  he  held  till  within  the  last  year 
or  two,  when  his  health  suddenly  failed. 

Dr.  H.  was  an  early  contributor  to  the  New  York  Medical  Repository, 
and  to  several  other  Medical  Journals,  and  wrote  some  in  literary  peri- 
odicals. In  all  these  writings,'  his  literary  taste  and  extreme  accuracy, 
even  to  punctuation,  were  remarkable.  Perhaps  it  may  be  said  of  him, 
that  he  rather  weakened  the  force  of  his  ideas,  by  the  too  free  use  of 
the  file.  In  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  his  manners  and  conversation  and 
professional  duties,  there  was  an  exactness  and  precision  that  wore  the 
air  of  fastidiousness,  such  as  Lord  Chesterfield  would  not  have  inculcat- 
ed, and  which  in  truth  interfered  in  some  degree  with  his  popularity. 
But  he  was  ardently  attached  to  the  profession,  to  which  he  was  an 
ornament,  was  strictly  observant  of  the  rules  that  regulate  professional 


*  With  regard  to  this  power  of  solution  and  absorption  acting  upon  effused  lymph,  some  observa- 
tions, worthy  of  attention,  may  be  found  in  a  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  by  W.  Lawrence, 
Surgeon  to  the  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  p.  248. 
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intercourse,  was  scrupulously  exact  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  in 
all  the  relations  of  life,  and  died,  as  he  had  lived,  an  exemplary  profes- 
sor of  the  christian  religion. 

"  When  to  the  common  rest  that  crowns  our  days, 
Called  in  the  eve  of  life  the  siood  man  goes ; 

 and,  ripe  in  wisdom,  lays 

His  silver  temples  in  their  last  repose, 

We  think  on  what  he  was — his  stainless  worth, 

 and  in  the  book  of  fame 

The  glorious  record  of  his  virtues  write." 

Medicus. 
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EFFICACY  OF  EXTERNAL  REMEDIES  TO  THE  SKIN  * 

A  work  in  the  Latin  language  has  been  kindly  forwarded  from  Amster- 
dam, with  notes  in  French,  English,  Latin  and  German,  which  manifest 
not  only  prodigious  industry,  but  also  a  fund  of  philological  knowledge. 
The  subject  of  this  work,  was  a  question  submitted  by  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  of  the  Academy  of  the  Rhine,  in  the  year  1831,  for  prize  dis- 
sertations. It  was  the  comparative  efficacy  of  external  remedies  to  the 
skin  in  its  entire  and  abraded  state,  in  the  treatment  of  internal  disease. 
The  prize  was  awarded  to  the  dissertation  of  Dr  Van  Cooth,  and  from 
an  examination  of  the  work,  we  should  judge  it  worthy  of  such  distin- 
guished commendation.  The  author,  then  a  medical  student,  is  an  ac- 
tive practitioner  of  medicine  in  Amsterdam,  and  although  young,  holds  a 
deservedly  high  rank  in  the  profession.  He  has  produced  another  work 
on  Dietetics,  which  will  be  the  subject  of  a  future  notice.  The  first  im- 
pression of  the  reader,  on  a  perusal  of  this  volume,  would  be  that  it  is 
the  result  of  deep  and  unwearied  research  in  the  history  of  medicine. 
It  bears  the  invariable  characteristic  of  German  assiduity  when  directed 
to  any  intellectual  effort.  You  are  satisfied  that  the  entire  ground  has 
been  examined — that  the  most  remote  as  well  as  immediate  relations 
have  been  brought  in — and  the  student  has  labor  enough  imposed  to  ex- 
amine, by  text  book,  his  rich  and  varied  researches.  Though  perhaps  irre- 
levant, we  can  hardly  refrain  from  hinting,  by  way  of  contrast,  at  our  own 
superficial  system  of  bookmaking.  It  is  doubtless  the  legitimate  result  of 
our  course  of  education.  A  single  chapter  of  a  work  like  that  under  consid- 
eration, cost  more  patient  intellectual  toil,  than  a  whole  quarter  of  com- 
pilation and  plagiarism,  which  our  presses  send  forth.  We  leave  this 
hint,  with  the  hope  that  there  will  be  among  us  increased  requisition  and 
more  systematized  study  among  medical  students  in  our  country,  which, 
more  than  any  other  cause,  will  stop  the  inundation  of  the  country  by 
popular  works  on  medicine,  and  the  host  of  quackish  dispensers  of  the 
art  of  healing. 

*  Medicina  Externa  Morborum  internorum,  sive  methodi  Jatralepticae  et  endermatica?  expositio 
historica,  physiologica  et  therapeutica,  nec  non  utrisque  comparatio.  Auctore  Carolo  Josepho 
Van  Cooth,  med.  Stud.  Trajecti  ad  Rhenum,  apud  Joh.  Altheer,  academiee  typographum. 
mdcccxxxiv.  P.  317,  8vo. 
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This  work  commences  with  the  history  of  the  external  application  of 
remedial  agents  to  the  sound  skin.  He  begins  with  Herodicus  (thought  to 
have  been  the  preceptor  of  Hippocrates),  before  J.  C.  440.  There 
was  a  common  use  of  these  agents  to  the  Athletse  in  their  exercises,  by 
ointments  and  baths  of  medicated  waters.  Hippocrates  extended  the 
use,  by  employing  the  same  remedies,  with  frictions,  in  pleuritis  and 
analogous  suffering.  This  history  is  minutely  carried  down  to  the  18th 
century— exhibiting  an  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  different  medical 
writers  of  the  earliest  periods,  in  the  different  nations.  Chap.  2d  gives  the 
anatomical  and  physiological  reasoning  on  which  their  application  is 
based,  viz.  the  cutaneous  system,  its  nerves,  lymphatics,  and  the  func- 
tion of  absorption,  determined  by  a  full  series  of  important  observations; 
such  as  when  matter  is  applied  to  the  skin,  it  may  be  detected  by  its 
odor,  taste  or  chemical  properties — the  secretion  of  urine  greater  than 
the  amount  of  drinks — the  mitigation  of  thirst  by  the  use  of  baths,  and 
the  enlargement  of  the  glands — the  increased  weight  of  the  body  after 
bathing,  and  increased  diuresis.  He  gives  an  order  of  experiments  on 
the  action  of  external  remedies  on  the  sound  or  abraded  skin — taking 
the  remedies  from  the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms. 

Chap.  3  treats  of  the  indications  of  the  use  of  these  means,  viz.  where 
internal  remedies  would  be  prohibited,  either  from  the  condition  of  the 
part,  of  the  sick — and  also  in  aid  of  internal  remedies.  Connected  with 
this  chapter  is  a  series  of  observations  on  the  different  remedies  and  the 
diseases  in  which  they  may  be  employed,  from  which,  had  we  room,  we 
should  be  rewarded  by  making  extracts. 

Chap.  4  treats  of  the  endermatic  method,  or  the  application  of  reme- 
dies to  the  skin  in  a  denuded  state — and  the  author  has  given,  with 
equal  minuteness  and  fidelity,  series  of  experiments  showing  its  absorb- 
ing power  and  the  use  to  which  it  may  be  turned  in  the  treatment  of 
disease. 

Chap.  5  is  an  elaborate  comparison  of  the  two  methods  in  specified 
diseases. 

We  never  take  a  work  like  this  into  our  hands,  but  we  feel  how  little 
we  are  doing  toward  the  important  purpose  of  advancing  medical  science. 
What  else  is  needed  but  a  habit  of  observing,  and  the  willingness  to  per- 
form the  patient  labor  of  embodying  our  observations.  Facts  only  are 
demanded — and  we  hope  that  the  example  of  German  industry,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  numerical  system  of  the  French  observers,  will  be  so  unit- 
ed in  our  youthful  practitioners,  that  the  science  may  expect  important 
contributions. 

Medical  Degrees. — There  was  a  mistake  last  week  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  medical  degrees  conferred  at  Edinburgh.  It  should  have 
been  thus  :  at  Oxford  University,  only  thirty-five  degrees  of  medicine 
have  been  conferred  in  the  last  ten  years,  and  eleven  of  those  were 
M.B.  instead  of  M.D.  At  Marischal  College,  Aberdeen,  the  candidate, 
previously  to  examination,  must  be  twenty-five  years  old  and  M.A.  of 
some  university.  There  were  graduated  at  the  British  College,  from 
1824  to  1833,  five  thousand  and  sixty-four  surgical  diplomas.  In  Glas- 
gow, diplomas  are  granted  by  the  University — the  graduates  are  called 
Masters  in  Surgery. 

Institution  at  Peppercll. — We  are  happy  to  learn  that  Dr.  Cutter  has 
returned  to  Pepperell,  and  tenders  his  valuable  services  to  those  afflicted 
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with  mental  alienation,  in~  any  degree  whatever,  and  also  to  those  suf- 
fering from  chronic  diseases  generally. 

To  his  former  extensive  experience  in  nervous  disorders  and  derange- 
ment of  the  mind,  Dr.  Cutter  has  added  the  highly  important  advantage 
of  a  critical  examination  of  all  the  celebrated  institutions  of  the  kind  in  this 
country.  We  cheerfully  recommend  his  establishment  to  the  favorable  no- 
tice of  the  profession,  and  to  invalids  who  may  be  desirous  of  securing  the 
benefit  of  pure  air,  good  opportunities  for  obtaining  exercise  abroad  in 
fine  weather,  and  in  a  gymnasium  erected  for  the  purpose  at  other  times, 
and  the  personal  attention  of  a  gentleman  of  science  and  experience. 


Preparations  of  Silver  against  Syphilis. — M.  le  Professeur  Serres,  of 
Montpelier,  has  announced  the  successful  results  obtained  by  him  in  the 
treatment  of  old  and  serious  syphilitic  diseases,  by  the  use  of  chloruret  of 
silver  and  ammonia,  of  oxide  of  silver,  and  of  argent  divise.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  researches  on  the  effects  of  cyanuret  and  ioduret  of  silver. 
— Rev.  Med. 


Chase's  Inguinal  Truss. — Dr.  Leach,  the  Boston  agent,  has  politely 
favored  us  with  another  fine  specimen  of  Chase's  Truss.  It  seems  fault- 
less. It  is  quite  wonderful  how  so  many  truss  manufactories  are  sus- 
tained in  this  country,  especially  when  the  fact  is  discovered,  as  it  must 
be,  that  one  half  of  them,  at  least,  are  worthless.  Chase's  is  unrivalled 
in  workmanship.    Physicians  should  know  more  of  them. 


PEPPERELL  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

Dr.  Nehemiah  Cutter  would  inform  bis  friends  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  Pepperell, 
and  has  taken  charge  of  the  institution  for  invalids,  at  that  place,  to  which  he  will  devote  strict 
personal  attention  at  all  times.  He  solicits  a  continuance  of  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  his 
friends  and  the  public  generally. 

Pepperell,  Mass.  July  27,  1836.  Aug.  3— tf 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the '  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


THE  MEDICAL  LECTURES  at  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.  will  commence  on  Thursday, 
the  eleventh  day  of  August,  and  continue/owrfce/i  weeks.    Lectures  on 

Anatomy,  Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by        -            -  R.  D.  Mtssey,  M.D. 

Physiology,  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,        -  Daniel  Oliver,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  J.  Delamater,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,            -            -            -            -  O.  P.  Hubbard,  A.M. 
Fees  for  the  course,  $50  ;  Matriculating  fee,  $2. 

The  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  will  be  given,  this  year,  during  the  firstfive  weeks  of  the 
term,  two  lectures  daily. 

June  23,  1836.  3t— July  20 
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BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1836  will  commence  the  last  Thchsday  in  August,  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks. 

H.  H.  Childs,  M.D.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 
E.  Bartlett,  M.D.  Pathological  Anatomy. 
David  Palmer,  M.D.  Materia  Med iea  and  Pharmacy. 
C.  Dewey,  M.D.  Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy. 
W.  Parker,  M.D.  Surgery  and  Physiology. 
R.  Watts,  Jr.  M.D.  General  and  Special  Anatomy. 
Hon.  Henry  Hubbaro,  Legal  Medicine. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  in  issuing  their  annual  Circular,  believe  them- 
selves justified  in  promising  to  those  young  men,  whose  local  situation  or  whose  personal  predilec- 
tions may  lead  them  to  a  connection  with  the  School,  sfecourse  of  public  instruction  as  thorough,  effi- 
cient and  practical  as  can  be  enjoyed  at  any  of  our  various  medical  establishments.    To  the  branches 
heretofore  taught,  which  have  been  the  same  as  in  other  American  Medical  Schools,  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  addition  of  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  Pathological  Anatomy,  to  be  illustrat- 
ed by  morbid  specimens  and  by  an  extensive  series  of  colored  representations  of  diseased  structures. 

By  legalizing  the  study  of  Anatomy,  the  Legislature;  of  r.iassoohr.setts  has  furnished  its  Schools 
with  superior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy,  it  lias  also,  by  this  provision,  most  effectually 
guarded  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  against  all  violation. 

Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  those  who  have  received  the  degree  of  M.D. 
are  admitted  gratuitously  to  the  Lectures.  The  decree  of  M.D.  is  conferred  at  the  annual  Com- 
mencement of  the  Institution  and  at  the  Commencement  of  W  illiams  College.  The  requisitions  for 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  are  three  full  years  study  under  a  regular  practitioner,  attendance 
on  two  full  Courses  of  medical  lectures  in  regularly  established  medical  institutions,  an  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  good  mora!  character. 

Fee  for  the  whole  course  of  Lectures  is  $50 ;  those  wiio  have  already  attended  two  full  courses  at 
an  incorporated  medical  school,  pay  $10.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  including  room  rent,  washing 
and  lodging,  .<S>2  per  week  ;  without  washing, ;>i  cents. 

In  one  week  after  the  close  of  the  Public  Lectures,  commences  the  winter  Reading  Term,  which 
continues  12  weeks,  and  is  devoted  to  Practh .a!  , Anatomy,  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery, 
and  Obstetrics.  By  order  of  the  Trustees, 

Pittsficld,  June  29,  1836.  I'.  L.  HALL,  Secretary. 

Note.— The  following  authors  are  recommended.!*) be  read  by  the  students  during  the  Lecture  Term. 
On  Anatomy ,  C.  Bell,  Horner,  Cloquet,  arid  \Yistar. 
Surgery,  S.  Cooper,  W.  Gibson,  and  Sir  A.  Cooper's  Works 
Practice  and  Theory,  Gregory,  Good,  Eberle,  Dewees,  and  Mackintosh. 
Obstetrics,  J.  Burns,  Dewees,  and  London  Practice. 
Materia  Medico,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Keck,  Chapman,  cud  Eberle. 
Chemistry,  Brande,  Turner  and  Beck. 

Pathological  Analouvj,  Andral,  Louis,  Homer,  Gros~  on  the  Bones.  July  27 — tS. 


VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE, 

AT  C  ASTMCTON,  VT. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  this  Instil  ution  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  in  August  next, 
and  continue  fourteen  weeks.    Lectures  on 

Theory  and  Piactice  of  Physic  and  Materia,  Medica,by  William  Tully,  M.D. 
Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  Theodore  VVoodwahd.  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by  John  0'Wg*.f,  Jr.  A.M. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  James  H.  Ai  msby,  M.D. 
Fees  for  the  Course,  $'15.    Graduating  fee,  $16.    Matriculating  fee,  $3.  Jy27— 4t. 

July  22,  1830. 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  in 
Mason  Street,  Boston,  the  first  Wednesday  iii  November  next,  at  1-4  before  9  A.  M.  and  will  con- 
tinue three  months.  For  one  month  alter  the  end  of  the  coiirse  Lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  Dissecting  Room  will  be  open  to  such  Students  as  may  remain,  without  additional  fee. 
Such  Students  may  also  attend  the  Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 


Anatomy  and  Operations  in  Surgery,      -  -       -         -                    Dr.  Warren. 

Chemistry,       -  Dr.  Webster. 

Materia  Medica,         -         -          -         -  .  -■         -         -                Dr.  Bioelow. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,      -  -           -          -  -         Dr.  Channing. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  -                                  Dr.  Hayward. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,          _         .  _          •            -            Dr.  Ware. 


Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  u  mil  on  the  cases  in  the  Massachusetts  General  _  Hospital. 

New  Dissecting  Room..— A  new  Dissecting  Room  is  now  building,  and  will  be  finished  before  the 
Lectures  begin.  It  will  occupy  all  the  vacant  land  at  the  East  of  the  Medical  College.  Every  care 
is  taking  to  Wake  this  important  part,  of  the  Medical  School  as  perfect  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  fur- 
nish to  the  Student  ample  facilities  for  prosecuting  his  Anatomical  studies.  The  legal  enactments  of 
the  State,  so  liberally  and  so  wisely  framed,  will  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  applied  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  important  objects.  WALTER  CHANNING,  Dean. 
Jul) ,  183G.  eoptN 
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ACETATE  OF  LEAD  IN  CHOLERA  AND  DYSENTERY 

BY   DR.  A.   B.   PRICE,   OF   MONTGOMERY  CO.  OHIO. 

In  the  Western  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  for  Oc- 
tober, November  and  December,  1S34,  page  402,  is  an  article  by  the 
editor,  on  the  use  of  acetate  of  lead  in  epidemic  cholera.  From  the 
favorable  report  made  of  its  effects,  I  determined  to  give  it  a  trial  the 
first  opportunity  that  offered. 

In  June,  1835,  I  was  called  to  a  case.the  first  since  reading  the  article 
above  alluded  to.  A  young  man,  after  having  a  slight  serous  diarrhoea, 
for  two  or  three  days,  was  attacked  suddenly  with  vomiting  and  profuse 
rice-water  discharges,  attended  with  loss  of  heat  in  the  extremities;  gen- 
eral shrinking-  of  the  system,  and  suspension  of  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  ; 
intense  thirst,  and  a  burning  sensation  at  the  stomach;  breathing  slow; 
tongue  cool,  and  pallid  ;  heat  of  the  body  higher  than  natural ;  entire 
suspension  of  urinary  discharge.  In  this  condition  1  found  him,  three  hours 
after  the  first  paroxysm  of  vomiting ;  had  vomited  only  three  times.  1 
made  use  of  all  the  means  generally  resorted  to  in  this  desperate  disease, 
in  addition  to  the  sugar  of  lead,  which  was  largely  given,  yet  the  patient 
died  on  the  4th  day.  The  prescription  made  use  of,  was  10  grains  of 
acet.  plumb,  and  one  of  opium  ;  which  entirely  checked  the  vomiting 
and  purging.  Bilious  discharges  were  procured  by  calomel,  rhubarb, 
and  aloes,  but  the  system  never  recovered  from  the  shock  it  received  at 
first.  Such  was  the  result  in  another  member  of  the  same  family, 
though  the  lead  and  opium  effectually  constipated  the  bowels,  and  arrest- 
ed the  vomiting,  and  in  due  time  bilious  discharges  were  produced  by 
cathartic  medicines  ;  yet  the  patient  died,  without  ever  regaining  the 
lost  heat  of  the  extremities,  although  all  the  external  means  calculated 
to  effect  this  object,  were  used  with  the  most  persevering  diligence. 
That  the  secretion  of  bile  will  return,  if  that  of  serum  be  arrested,  is 
established  by  the  above  facts :  but  that  health  will  follow  the  restora- 
tion of  the  discharge  of  bile,  is  equally  established  not  to  be  a  fact; 
hence  the  return  of  bilious  stools  must  not  be  always  hailed  as  the  har- 
binger of  final  success. 

In  both  of  these  cases,  purgation  was  with  difficulty  brought  about, 
after  the  use  of  the  lead  and  opium  ;  and  in  one  case  was  only  effected 
by  croton  oil,  after  the  use  of  a  variety  of  cathartics  to  no  effect.  An- 
other case  occurred  in  July,  in  which  the  lead  was  used  daily  for  the 
suppression  of  serous  diarrhoea,  but  with  partial  success,  owing  no  doubt 
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to  the  patient  refusing  to  remain  within  doors  and  neglecting  to  con- 
tinue it  long  enough.  After  checking  the  diarrhoea  twice  or  thrice,  it 
was  by  neglect  discontinued,  until  the  disease  broke  forth  with  increas- 
ed energy,  when  it  was  again  had  recourse  to,  but  without  the  same 
good  effects  as  before;  for  under  its  use  the  disease  continued  to  pro- 
gress until  a  dose  of  calomel  of  forty  grains  was  given,  after  which  the 
discharges  ceased.  This  was  repeated  three  times,  when  dark  bilious 
foetid  stools  appeared.  This  patient  had  consecutive  fever,  for  which 
he  was  freely  bled  once,  with  manifest  advantage. 

In  tills  case  a  fair  use  of  the  lead  was  made,  after  the  severe  symp- 
toms set  in.  It  was  given  in  large  doses,  and  often  repeated,  but  with- 
out allaying  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  or  suspending  the  rice-water 
discharges. 

The  above  cases  stand  in  opposition,  in  one  respect,  to  those  related 
in  the  article  alluded  to,  to  wit,  that  in  those,  bilious  discharges  speedily 
followed  the  cessation  of  the  serous  evacuations,  without  the  use  of  any 
other  medicine  for  that  purpose.  Such  was  not  the  fact  in  these  cases ; 
for  it  required  the  most  powerful  cathartics  in  one  case  to  unloose  the 
bowels,  while  in  others  bilious  discharges  only  were  produced  by 
calomel. 

In  mild  cases  of  this  disease,  and  when  early  seen,  the  sugar  of  lead, 
I  have  no  doubt,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  its  effects  and  the  reports  of 
others,  is  a  remedy  of  great  value;  but  in  the  advanced  stage,  or  in 
those  of  a  severe  character  at  the  onset,  it  will,  like  all  other  means 
which  have  been  so  confidently  offered  to  the  profession,  often  fail. 

So  much  for  my  experience  in  this  matter.  I  shall  now  give  a  more 
weighty  authority,  that  of  Dr.  Graves,  of  Dublin,  whose  opinions 
should  not  be  neglected.  He  claims  the  credit  of  first  using  and  recom- 
mending it  in  this  disease.  He  says,  "  I  believe  I  can  fairly  claim  the 
merit,  such  as  it  is,  of  being  the  first  to  give  it  in  large  and  effectual 
doses."  His  large  doses  would  be  considered  small  ones  in  this  coun- 
try. Here  is  his  formula:  acetate  of  lead  one  scruple,  opium  one  grain, 
made  into  twelve  pills,  one  every  half  hour,  until  the  rice-water  dis- 
charges from  the  stomach  and  bowels  begin  to  diminish.  He  says  that 
"  in  all  cases  where  medicine  promised  any  chance  of  relief,  this  reme- 
dy was  attended  with  the  very  best  of  effects ;  it  gradually  checked  the 
serous  discharge  from  the  bowels,  and  stopped  the  vomiting."  The  im- 
portance of  this  remedy  will  readily  be  granted,  when  it  is  considered  that, 
unless  the  discharge  of  serum  be  checked,  there  is  no  hope  of  recovery 
— for  it  is  well  known,  that  so  long  as  the  rice-water  discharges  con- 
tinue, the  disease  progresses,  and  that  when  we  succeed  in  allaying  the 
vomiting  and  suspend  the  purging,  we  have  some  hope  of  being  able  to 
master  the  disease.  He  recommends  that  the  pills  be  gradually  discon- 
tinued. In  this  way  he  has  given  as  much  as  forty  grains  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  with  great  advantage  to  the  patient,  and  without  any  bad  con- 
sequences ensuing.  Such  has  been  the  success  of  this  practice  in  Dub- 
lin, the  doctor  observes,  that  it  has  become  almost  universal,  and  almost 
superseded  the  use  of  calomel  and  opium.  Here  is  sufficient  evidence 
to  justify  the  use  of  this  article  in  this  terrible  disease — and  if  found  to 
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succeed  as  represented,  cholera  will  be  stripped  of  half  its  terrors,  and 
the  world  freed  from  a  horrible  scourge. 

We  propose  now  to  say  something  of  its  powers  over  other  affections 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  especially  dysentery.  In  this  disease  I  consid- 
er it  an  invaluable  remedy,  producing  effects  that  we  cannot  obtain  from 
any  other  article  of  the  materia  medica.  It  is  highly  recommended  by 
many  writers,  who  have  tried  it  in  this  complaint.  Dr.  Chapman  says, 
"evacuations  having  been  premised,  by  venesection  and  purging,  I  have 
found  nothing  more  effectually  to  relieve  tormina  and  tenesmus,  to  cor- 
rect the  morbid  secretions  of  the  intestinal  canal,  to  allay  febrile  ex- 
citement, or  to  conduce  to  the  comfort  and  general  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  patient."  This  entirely  accords  with  my  experience 
with  this  article,  although  I  think  venesection  and  purging  are  not  al- 
ways required.  I  have  used  it  in  many  cases  at  the  onset  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  after  it  had  been  some  time  standing,  and  have  had  no  reason 
to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  result.  It  is  conceded  by  all,  that  dysentery 
consists  in  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous  coat  of  the  intestines,  and  is 
principally  confined  to  the  large  ones.  When  the  inflammation  is  ex- 
tensive and  intense,  attended  with  much  excitement,  great  pain  and  ab- 
dominal soreness,  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  is  undoubtedly  advisable. 
But  there  are  many  cases  in  which  the  attack  is  slight,  yet  the  stools  are 
frequent,  mucous  and  bloody,  attended  with  tormina  and  tenesmus,  &c. 
with  but  little  pain,  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen.  In  such  cases  the 
sua;ar  of  lead  may  be  used,  without  bleeding  or  purging  being  premised. 

There  seems  to  be  in  this  disease,  as  in  cholera,  a  suspension  of  the 
secretion  of  bile  ;  at  least  this  has  been  t Lie  case  in  all  the  subjects  of 
the  disease  with  which  I  have  met — hence  I  have  constantly  united 
calomel  with  the  acetate,  with  great  advantage;  for  when  I  have  been 
able  to  procure  bilious  stools,  the  patient^as  recovered.  To  confirm 
what  is  above  stated,  I  will  add  a  few  cases  from  my  note  book. 

Aug.  29,  1835.  Was  called  to  see  Mrs.  V.  who  was  represented  to 
be  in  a  dying  situation.  Under  the  direction  of  a  steam  doctor,  she  had 
taken  great  quantities  of  lobelia  inflata,  cayenne  pepper,  and  other 
stimulants.  I  found  her  in  extreme  pain,  with  such  great  abdominal 
soreness  that  she  could  scarcely  bear  the  pressure  of  the  bed-clothes, 
evacuations  bloody  and  mucous,  great  tormina  and  tenesmus,  pulse  fre- 
quent and  small,  great  nausea,  extremities  cool,  tongue  furred,  brown  on 
the  sides,  red  at  the  tip  and  edges,  extreme  thirst,  countenance  indica- 
tive of  great  agony.  1  left  her  the  following  prescription :  opium  1  gr. 
cal.  3  grs.  acet.  plumbi.  3  grs.,  to  be  taken  every  hour  till  she  gets  relief 
from  pain,  and  then  every  two  hours  afterwards.  Ordered  injections  of 
acet.  plumb,  and  laudanum,  mustard  sinapisms  to  the  abdomen. 

30.  Visited  her  again.  Report  is  that  the  pain  considerably  abated 
after  first  dose,  frequency  of  the  discharge  diminished,  less  soreness  of 
the  abdomen,  countenance  more  pleasant,  stools  dark  and  foetid,  contain- 
ing lumps  of  a  whitish  substance  like  pus,  less  blood.  Medicine  con- 
tinued, with  the  addition  of  half  gr.  ipecac,  mucilage  of  gum  arabic  for 
drink,  flannel  dipped  in  hot  spirits  to  the  abdomen. 

31.  Has  had  no  discharge  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  Skin 
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warm,  tongue  cleaner,  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth,  and  occasionally  throws 
up  a  mouthful  of  a  green  bitter  fluid.  Cathartic  of  sulphas,  mag.  and 
after  its  operation  the  following  every  four  hours:  Cal.  five  grs.  opii. 
one,  ipecac,  one-half — fomentations  continued. 

Sept.  1.  Salts  operated  well,  bringing  bilious  stools  ;  less  soreness  of 
the  abdomen  ;  calls  to  stool  rather  more  frequent,  and  more  of  a  dysen- 
teric character;  more  pain  and  tenesmus;  mouth  sore;  saliva  flowing 
freely ;  pulse  much  excited.  Ordered  sugar  of  lead  in  the  place  of  the 
calomel,  once  in  four  hours ;  fomentations  and  medicines  continued. 

2.  Condition  improved,  medicine  continued. 

3.  Improving.  Left  Dover's  powder  and  lead,  once  in  six  hours, 
5  gr.  blue  pill  at  night,  decoction  of  dewberry  ;  convalesced  from  this 
on;  recovery  rapid. 

This  was  a  violent  case,  for  when  I  first  saw  her  she  had  been  sick 
only  three  days.  The  good  effect  of  the  lead  was  manifest,  for  on  the 
third  day  after  she  commenced  the  use  of  it,  it  was  discontinued,  and 
the  frequency  of  the  motions  were  increased,  together  with  more  pain, 
soreness  and  tenesmus — which  symptoms  were  again  soon  palliated  on 
resuming  it.  In  five  days  she  took  near  160  grains,  without  any  incon- 
venience arising  from  it. 

Case  II.  was  attacked  with  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  dysentery,  for 
which  a  variety  of  domestic  remedies  were  used  without  any  advantage, 
before  I  was  called.  When  I  first  saw  her,  she  had  slight  fever,  with 
severe  pain  in  the  abdomen,  stools  frequent  and  containing  much  blood, 
tongue  brown.  Bled  her  and  gave  calomel  20  gr.  Dov.  pow.  10,  to  be 
followed  by  castor  oil.  After  the  operation  of  the  medicine  she  took  a 
dose  of  laudanum.  Next  day,  no  improvement ;  the  usual  means  were 
resorted  to  in  this  case,  but  without  much  benefit.  On  the  fifth  day  from 
the  time  I  first  saw  her,  I  gave  her  sugar  of  lead  in  four  gr.  doses,  com- 
bined with  one  gr.  of  opium,  and  one-half  gr.  of  ipecac,  from  which 
time  she  gradually  convalesced. 

Many  other  cases  might  be  mentioned,  but  these  must  suffice.  Dys- 
entery prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  east  of  this  place  during  the 
summer  of  1835,  and  in  all  of  the  cases  that  came  under  my  care  (and 
they  were  not  a  few),  I  used  this  article,  and  with  increased  confidence 
in  its  remediate  powers  in  this  disease. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  acetate  of  lead,  in  combination  with  opium 
where  there  is  much  pain,  with  ipecac,  where  there  is  dryness  of  the 
skin  and  fever,  and  with  calomel  when  biliary  derangement  is  present, 
answers  every  indication  of  the  disease  ;  for  it  is  laid  down  by  our  best 
authors,  and  is  the  practice  of  most  of  our  physicians,  to  moderate  gen- 
eral excitement  when  excessive — to  correct  hepatic  derangement — to  re- 
store the  disordered  functions  of  the  skin — and  particularly  to  allay  local 
symptoms;  for  all  which  the  above  combination  is  admirably  adapted. 

It  is  an  article  every  way  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  profession  ; 
but  from  a  mistaken  notion  of  its  deleterious  qualities,  when  used  inter- 
nally, it  has  been  resorted  to  with  a  sparing  hand,  and  with  the  greatest 
apprehensions.  But  these  unfounded  notions  are  gradually  being  dis- 
pelled by  the  light  of  experience,  and  ere  long  it  will  be  used  as  fear- 
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lessly  as  any  other  article  of  the  materia  medica.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  internal  administration  of  the  acetate  of  lead  has  been  occasion- 
ally detrimental,  but  this  should  not  deter  us  from  using  it  at  all — as  it  is 
known  that  all  of  our  active  remedies  are,  when  given  without  proper 
guards,  or  under  unfavorable  circumstances,  deadly  in  their  effects.  Yet 
who  would  forsake  the  use  of  them  on  this  ground? 

I  have  used  it  in  many  cases,  and  continued  it  from  one  day  to  three 
weeks,  without  experiencing  any  bad  effects  from  it. 

I  will  here  introduce,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  still  entertain 
fears  respecting  the  internal  use  of  this  article,  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Stokes,  of  London,  a  name  familiar  to  the  readers  of  the  Western 
Journal.  He  says,  "  hitherto  many  persons  have  been  afraid  to  employ 
it  in  large  quantities,  from  the  fear  of  producing  painter's  colic  ;  but  at 
present  it  is  known  that  this  disease  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  absorption 
of  carbonate  of  lead  in  almost  every  instance,  and  that  the  acetate  is 
comparatively  harmless.  On  this  point  I  can  mention  one  interesting  fact, 
namely,  that  I  have  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  using  it,  and  in  con- 
siderable doses,  for  the  last  six  years,  and  I  cannot  bring  to  my  recol- 
lection one  single  instance  of  colic  produced  by  it.  One  patient,  in 
particular,  who  was  under  my  care,  took  it  in  considerable  doses  for  six 
weeks,  and  without  any  apparent  injury.  The  only  cases  in  which  I 
have  seen  the  acetate  act  as  a  poison,  were  in  those  in  which  it  had 
been  used  as  an  external  application." 

In  order  the  more  effectually  to  prevent  an  accumulation  of  this  article 
in  the  system,  I  have  given,  every  second,  third  or  fourth  day,  as 
necessity  seemed  to  require,  a  cathartic  of  oil  or  sulph.  mag.  This 
course  is  necessary  to  the  final  cure.  I  would  prefer  the  saline  cathartic 
to  any  other — for  the  simple  reason,  that  I  have  found  it  the  most  bene- 
ficial. This,  perhaps,  is  owing  to  its  stimulating  effects  on  the  intestinal 
exhalants.  Indeed  they  act  as  depletants,  without  producing  as  much 
griping  as  oil  or  rhubarb,  and  hence  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  they 
would  be  more  beneficial. —  Western  Med.  Jour. 


ON  TYMPANITIS  OCCURRING  IN  FEVER. 

BY   R.   J.   GRAVES,  M.D. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal  secretes  air  in  abun- 
dance during  health.  The  immediate  uses  of  this  secretion  have  not 
been  sufficiently  studied,  nor  have  I  now  sufficient  space  to  dwell  upon 
this  subject ;  it  may  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  presence  of  air  in 
the  bowels  must  be  of  great  importance,  both  physically  and  chemically 
assisting  digestion,  which  essentially  consists  in  the  gradual  softening  and 
final  solution  of  the  solid  food,  and  the  absorption  of  the  dissolved  por- 
tions. Physically  the  air  must  facilitate  the  motions  of  the  alimentary 
bolus,  keeping  the  bowel  in  a  suitable  state  of  distension,  and  being 
ready  immediately  to  occupy  the  place  of  the  solid  or  fluid  contents  as 
they  are  moved  about,  or  absorbed  ;  chemically,  it  is  well  known  that 
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certain  gases,  such  as  carbonic  acid,  a  gas  always  very  abundant  in  the 
intestine,  possess  a  remarkable  power  of  rendering  various  solids  more 
readily  soluble  in  water,  particularly  when  these  gases  are  subjected  to 
the  effects  of  pressure  in  close  vessels  along  with  the  solvent  fluid,  a 
state  of  things  which  exists  also  in  the  intestines;  another  chemically 
powerful  gas  secreted  by  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels,  is  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen.  In  the  upper  portion  of  the  canal  common  air  is  most 
abundant,  in  the  lower  the  two  other  gases  become  predominant,  a  dis- 
tribution not  fortuitous,  but  no  doubt  designed  and  destined  to  fulfil  im- 
portant purposes.  It  appears  indeed  that  those  portions  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  which  secrete  fluid  acids  (the  muriatic  and  acetic)  in  abun- 
dance, do  not  secrete  acid  gases,  while  the  remaining  portions  secrete  these 
gases  in  greater  abundance,  so  that  the  one  may  be  considered  as  sup- 
plemental to  the  other.  I  am  not  aware  that  physiologists  have  as  yet 
considered  this  subject  in  the  point  of  view  here  brought  forward,  al- 
though it  evidently  illustrates  many  things  connected  with  practice. 
This  I  have  remarked  frequently,  and  1  would  call  attention  strongly  to 
the  fact,  that  in  persons  laboring  under  dyspepsia,  and  in  whom  the  de- 
rangement appears  to  be  limited  to  the  stomach,  the  supplementary  di- 
gestion in  the  small  intestines  appear? to  be  carried  on  with  great  activi- 
ty. Such  persons  suffer  much  immediately  after  having  taken  food  ; 
they  experience  an  oppressive  sense  of  weight  about  the  stomach,  with 
flatulence  and  distension  ;  in  fact,  they  feel  exceedingly  uncomfortable 
until  the  food  passes  into  the  duodenum,  when  the  digestive  power  is  in 
full  vigor  and  activity.  As  soon  as  this  occurs,  the  sense  of  weight  and 
distension  rapidly  disappears,  and  they  are  no  longer  troubled  with  flatu- 
lence. I  have  further  noticed,  that  such  persons  do  not  lose  flesh  or 
strength,  and  an  inspection  of  their  alvine  discharges  has  shown  that 
every  particle  of  nutritious  principle  has  been  absorbed,  and  found  its 
way  into  the  system.  This  I  have  frequently  observed.  Persons  will 
apply  for  advice  who  have  been  for  a  long  time  laboring  under  symp- 
toms of  derangement  of  the  stomach,  yet  they  are  by  no  means  emaciat- 
ed, and  are  quite  capable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  situations  which 
require  great  mental  and  bodily  activity.  This  shows  that  if  the  pro- 
cess of  digestion  does  not  go  on  well  in  the  stomach,  it  must  somewhere 
else.  If  in  such  cases  the  stomach  is  weak  and  unable  to  perform  its 
functions,  the  remaining  part  of  the  digestive  tube  is  strong,  and  pours 
out  the  fluids  necessary  for  completing  the  process  with  great  energy. 
Again,  we  meet  with  many  persons  who  never  complain  of  acidity,  pain, 
flatulence,  or  sense  of  distension  and  weight  in  the  stomach,  and  yet 
they  are  frequently  annoyed  with  unpleasant  abdominal  sensations  ;  they 
have  costive  or  irregular  bowels,  diarrhoea,  tormina,  tympanitis,  foetid, 
unhealthy  evacuations,  and  scanty,  high-colored  urine.  They  feel  un- 
comfortable, not  immediately  after  a  meal,  but  in  three  or  four  hours  ; 
they  lose  flesh  and  strength,  and  have  a  pale,  sallow,  unhealthy  look. 
Here  the  dyspepsia  is  intestinal;  the  stomach  works  well  and  performs 
its  functions  with  vigor,  but  when  the  alimentary  mass  enters  the  small 
intestines,  it  produces  a  great  deal  of  discomfort,  because  the  supple- 
mentary digestion  is  deranged,  and  its  performance  attended  with  much 
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labor  and  difficulty.  In  some  cases,  both  these  forms  of  dyspepsia  are 
combined,  and  these  are  of  course  the  worst  ;  but  they  may  exist  quite 
distinct  from  each  other,  and  a  patient,  with  his  stomach  in  a  perfectly 
normal  and  healthy  state,  may  labor  under  dyspepsia  from  derangement 
of  the  digestive  functions  of  the  small  intestines  ;  or,  with  the  latter  in  a 
healthy  state,  he  may  have  indigestion  from  simple  gastric  derangement. 
We  have  indeed  reason  to  conclude,  that  when  organic  or  functional  dis- 
ease so  impairs  the  energies  of  the  stomach  that  it  assists  but  little  in  the 
performance  of  digestion,  the  intestinal  digestion  becomes  more  intense  ; 
it  is  only  thus  that  we  can  account  for  the  absence  of  emaciation  in  cer- 
tain cas,?s,  such  as  that  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  where,  nevertheless,  the 
stomach  was  so  extensively  disorganized  as  totally  to  prevent  its  taking 
any  part  in  the  process  of  digestion. 

The  preceding  remarks,  though  not  directly  connected  with,  are 
nevertheless  illustrative  of  the  subject  under  consideration,  it  being  evi- 
dent that  the  secretion  of  air  natural  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
intestines  during  health,  may  readily  be  augmented  in  disease  so  as  to 
give  rise  to  intestinal  tympanitis.  This  happens  in  all  cases  when  inflam- 
mation or  congestion  attacks  this  tissue, an  occurrence  particularly  frequent 
in  fever.  When  tympanitis  takes  place  in  the  commencement  of  fever, 
it  invariably  proceeds  from  inflammation,  and  is  usually  preceded  by  tender- 
ness and  other  equally  unequivocal  symptoms  of  inflammatory  action  within 
the  abdominal  cavity.  The  remedy  for  this  complication  consists  in  local 
bloodletting  freely  applied,  together  with  small  doses  of  Dover's  powder, 
with  considerable  doses  of  pulvis  hydrargyri  cum  creta  ;  all  active  aperients 
should  be  avoided,  but  emollient  lavements  are  often  useful.  When 
tympanitis  occurs  during  the  middle  or  latter  stages  of  protracted  fever, 
it  sometimes  is  inflammatory,  but  more  frequently  depends  on  a  state  of 
venous  congestion,  occupying  a  considerable  extent  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  small  intestines,  which  consequently  becomes  gorged  with 
blood,  and  livid,  and  secretes,  among  other  morbid  matters,  a  large 
quantity  of  gases.  This  tympanitis  is  often  preceded  by  bowel  com- 
plaint, unaccompanied  by  abdominal  tenderness  or  pain  in  the  first  in- 
stance, a  state  of  things  which  may  last  one  or  several  days  before  infla- 
tion of  the  intestines  commences.  When  this  occurs,  then,  if  it  pro- 
ceeds rapidly,  the  belly  becomes  painful  and  somewhat  tender,  on  ac- 
count of  the  sudden  distension,  and  a  superficial  observer  is  thus  apt  to 
attribute  the  tympanitis  to  active  inflammation.  Now  as  this  state  of 
things  takes  place  at  a  period  of  great  debility,  when  the  powers  of  life 
are  already  much  exhausted,  and  when  even  the  application  of  a  few 
leeches  may  be  followed  by  alarming  weakness,  it  is  evident  that  this 
tympanitis  must  be  treated  in  a  manner  different  from  that  above  spoken 
of.  In  general  it  will  be  right  to  commence  with  the  exhibition  of  ten 
or  fifteen  grains  of  magnesia,  with  the  same  quantity  of  rhubarb,  given 
in  some  carminative  water,  such  as  aqua  menthae  viridis,  or  aqua  foeni- 
culi  ;  when  this  has  operated,  the  belly  should  be  well  stuped  and  rub- 
bed with  a  stimulating,  terebinthinate  liniment.  It  often  happens  that 
after  the  operation  of  the  rhubarb,  the  diarrhoea,  and  with  it  the  tym- 
panitis, begins  sensibly  to  diminish,  and  then  a  little  care  will  soon  re- 
move these  symptoms  altogether.    Sometimes,  however,  no  such  im* 
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provement  follows ;  and  the  belly  continues  to  swell,  while  the  bowel 
complaint  is  unchecked.  This  is  a  dangerous  crisis,  and  requires  the 
utmost  judgment  in  its  treatment.  It  is  of  great  consequence  to  remark, 
that  when  bowel  complaint  has  preceded  intestinal  tympanitis  in  fever, 
and  when,  notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  the  bowel  complaint,  the 
tympanitis  has  gone  on  increasing,  spirits  of  turpentine  will  seldom  be  of 
the  least  use,  whether  exhibited  by  the  mouth,  or  in  an  enema.  We 
must  therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  look  for  some  remedy  differ- 
ent from  those  usually  recommended,  and  such  a  remedy  we  possess  in 
the  acetate  of  lead.  Pathologists  are  agreed  that  venous  congestion  and 
active  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal 
may  often  be  associated  together,  and  in  fact,  although  these  two  states 
are  different,  and  require  different  remedies,  yet  they  so  far  approach 
each  other  as  to  require  medicines  taken  from  the  class  of  antiphlogistics ; 
the  one  requires,  however,  a  very  different  antiphlogistic  from  the  other, 
just  as  chronic  dysentery  must  be  combated  by  remedies  different  from 
those  suited  to  acute  bowel  complaint.  Spirits  of  turpentine  is  admira- 
bly suited  to  the  cure  of  congestive  tympanitis  in  fever,  where  no  bowel 
complaint,  or  a  very  slight  one,  has  preceded  or  accompanied  it.  But 
is  spirits  of  turpentine  an  antiphlogistic  remedy  ?  I  answer,  does  it  not 
cure  certain  cases  of  iritis,  of  sciatica,  and  of  epilepsy?  When,  how- 
ever, a  bowel  complaint  forms  a  chief  feature  in  the  patient's  state,  and 
is  associated  with  tympanitis,  then  the  acetate  of  lead  must  be  our  sheet- 
anchor.  I  was  first  led  to  use  this  medicine  in  considerable  doses  in  the 
latter  stages  of  protracted  fever,  on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Bards- 
ley,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  that  state  of  the  bowels  which  so  in- 
sidiously leads  to  ulceration  of  Peyer's  glands.  Dr.  Bardsley  certainly 
deserves  much  credit  for  the  introduction  of  this  remedy,  with  which  I 
became  familiar  in  consequence  of  using  it  largely  in  Asiatic  cholera,  a 
disease  in  which  the  serous  discharges  are  almost  invariably  preceded, 
and,  when  the  patient  recovers,  invariably  followed,  by  a  copious  secre- 
tion of  air  into  the  bowels.  This  it  was  which  led  me  to  observe  the 
anti-tympanitic  properties  of  sugar  of  lead,  for  I  found  it  to  be  a  remedy 
not  merely  for  the  secretion  of  serous  fluid  into  the  intestines,  but  for 
the  secretion  of  air  in  that  disease.  Afterwards  analogy  led  me  to  ap- 
ply it  for  the  cure  of  tvmpanitis  combined  with  diarrhoea,  in  the  middle 
or  latter  stages  of  fever,  and  I  have  had  much  reason  to  congratulate 
myself  upon  this  new  application  of  the  remedy,  for,  it  has  been  very 
successful  in  my  hands.  It  may  be  well  to  observe  that  sugar  of  lead, 
besides  its  astringent,  seems  to  possess  antiphlogistic  properties,  other- 
wise we  could  scarcely  account  for  its  good  effects  in  active  hemorrhage, 
and  in  violent  action  of  the  heart,  for  which  latter  it  is  much  celebrated 
in  France  when  given  in  large  doses.  In  the  above  sketch  of  the  treat- 
ment of  tympanitis,  my  chief  object  being  to  point  out  the  circumstances 
in  which  acetate  of  lead  may  be  used,  I  have  omitted  noticing  many 
other  remedies  and  methods  of  treatment,  as  sufficiently  known  by  prac- 
titioners in  general ;  among  these,  probably,  none  is  more  effectual  than 
leeching  the  anus  in  inflammatory  cases  ;  and  in  all,  mercurial  dressing 
applied  over  a  very  large  vesicated  surface  of  the  abdomen. 
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As  I  have  mentioned  spirits  of  turpentine  as  a  cure  for  iritis,  as  first  re- 
commended by  Mr.  Carmichael,  it  may  be  well  to  observe,  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely useful  when,  by  judicious  mercurializatiori  of  the  patient,  the 
destructive  progress  of  the  disease  is  arrested,  but,  as  happens  not  unfre- 
quently,  again  recommences,  notwithstanding  that  the  patient's  mouth  is 
still  sore,  nay,  though  he  may  be  salivated.  Then  it  is,  that  spirits  of 
turpentine  often  acts  like  a  charm,  and  prevents  the  necessity  of  recur- 
ring to  mercury  a  second  time. — Dublin  Med.  Jour. 


CONGENITAL  DEAFNESS  INCURABLE. 

BY   EDWARD  J.   DAVENPORT,  M.D. 
[Comirr.micated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sursical  Journal.] 

In  the  July  number,  1836,  of  the  American  Journal  of  Arts  and  Scien- 
ces, has  appeared  an  excellent  article  "on  the  late  efforts  in  France  and 
other  parts  of  Europe  to  restore  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  to  hearing,  by 
George  E.  Day,  late  instructer  in  the  New  "York  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb."  By  a  series  of  critical  observations  and  deductions, 
drawn  from  the  published  works  and  reports  of  Itard,  Deleau,  and  other 
eminent  French  Surgeons;  and  among  the  English,  from  Astley  Coop- 
er and  Wright,  Mr.  Day  proves,  we  think,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every 
candid  mind,  that  Congenital  Deafness  cannot  be  cured. 

After  observing,  however,  that  it  would  be  incorrect  and  discouraging 
to  infer  that  the  sense  of  hearing  has  never,  under  any  circumstances, 
been  restored  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  Mr,  Day,  with  a  commendable  can- 
dor, presents  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal  an  account  of  the  small 
number  of  cases  which  have  had  a  successful  result.  As  these  reports 
of  well-authenticated  instances  of  cure  are  not  very  voluminous,  and  as 
they  may  possess  some  interest  to  the  medical  profession,  we  beg  per- 
mission to  transcribe  them  from  the  article  alluded  to.  When  examined 
with  reference  to  their  details  and  their  paucity  of  number,  compared 
with  the  aggregate  of  deaf  mutes,  as  derived  from  undoubted  statistical 
returns,  we  are  fully  of  opinion  that  they  tend  to  confirm,  rather  than 
impair,  the  correctness  of  the  result  to  which  Mr.  Day  arrived.  It  is 
with  feelings  of  chagrin  and  disappointment  that  we  find  ourselves,  after 
a  careful  perusal  of  this  article,  compelled,  from  a  respect  to  truth,  to 
coincide  in  the  opinion  there  expressed.  Our  personal  experience,  in- 
deed, in  the  operation  and  the  application  of  remedies  usually  adopted 
for  the  restoration  of  hearing  in  cases  of  confirmed  deafness,  is  very 
limited. 

In  perforating  the  membrane  of  the  tympanum  some  few  times,  with 
an  improved  instrument,  formed  partly  from  a  model  recommended  by 
Professor  Smith  in  his  translation  of  Saissy  on  the  Ear,  though  at  first 
flattered  by  an  apparent  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  hearing,  it  was 
invariably  found  that  the  perforation  healed  up  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  and  was  followed  with  a  return  of  the  previous  deafness.  And 
this  occurred  notwithstanding  much  care  was  taken  to  keep  the  perfora- 
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tion  open,  by  introducing  into  the  aperture  portions  of  prepared  sponge 
and  other  substances.  Suppuration  (sometimes  slight)  attended  with 
more  or  less  inflammation  of  the  membrana  tympani  and  adjacent  parts, 
with  the  formation  of  granulations  perceptible  to  the  naked  eye,  always 
took  place  and  healed  the  opening.  The  application  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  or  other  escharotic,  would  no  doubt  be  sufficient  to  destroy  a  por- 
tion of  the  membrane  very  effectually;  but  the  extreme  difficulty  in  duly 
restraining  the  action  of  these  substances,  especially  when  operating  up- 
on parts  within  such  confined  limits,  and,  above  all,  the  spall  prospect  of 
benefit  even  from  a  permanent  opening  in  the  tympanum,  should  justly 
deter  any  one  from  thus  rashly  experimenting  upon  the  organ  of  hearing. 
It  has  been  observed,  indeed,  and  instances  of  this  are  not  very  uncom- 
mon, that  persons  who  from  accident  or  disease  have  had  the  drum  of 
the  ear  ruptured  or  partially  destroyed,  yet  retain  a  very  considerable 
share  of  hearing.  This  occurs  where  the  other  parts  of  the  auditory 
apparatus  being  perfect,  the  chain  of  little  bones  situated  in  the  chamber 
of  the  tympanum,  remains  unbroken,  and  consequently  able  to  transmit 
the  vibrations  of  the  air.  For  in  cases  of  rupture  of  the  membrane  of 
the  tympanum,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  this  connection  must 
be  interrupted.  Thus  where  this  accident  occurs  from  the  concussion  of 
the  atmosphere  consequent  upon  the  explosion  of  heavy  cannon,  the 
chain  of  bones  probably  remains  unimpaired.  But  to  return  to  the 
cases  referred  to. 

Case  1.  To  Amatus,  of  Portugal,  we  owe  the  first  account  of  the 
cure  of  deafness  when  connected  with  dumbness.  His  observation, 
however,  is  by  no  means  a  full  description.  He  informs  us  only  that  a 
child,  who  was  dumb  till  twelve  years  of  age,  at  the  end  of  that  period 
began  to  talk  easily  and  plainly  ;  and  that  her  cure  was  owing  to  a  seton 
applied  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  which  dried  up  in  the  course  of  time 
certain  feculent  humors  (certaines  humidites  excrementitielles)  with  which 
the  head  was  filled.  Although  he  makes  no  mention  of  deafness, 
it  is  impossible  to  attribute  her  dumbness  to  any  other  cause.  The  sup- 
position is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  he  relates  it  in  connection  with  an- 
other case  of  accidental  deafness. 

2.  The  next  observation  was  communicated  to  Lazarus  Riviere,  by 
Desgrands  Pres,  a  physician  of  Grenoble.  A  wandering  beggar  arrived 
by  night  at  Pousenac  with  his  sick  (deaf  mute)  child,  who  was  suffer- 
ing under  a  continued  fever.  For  several  days  they  were  charitably 
entertained  and  provided  for,  but  at  length  the  father,  despairing  of  the 
child's  life,  abandoned  him  to  his  fate  and  secretly  left  the  place.  The 
patient  was,  however,  cured,  and  on  his  full  recovery  was  employed  to 
take  care  of  the  sheep.  Some  years  afterwards,  he  received  a  blow  on 
the  occiput,  which  fractured  the  bone  in  several  places;  but  the  wound, 
under  the  care  of  an  able  surgeon,  was  fortunately  healed.  In  propor- 
tion as  the  cure  advanced,  the  sense  of  hearing  recovered  the  exercise 
of  its  functions,  so  that  the  man  began  to  mutter  a  few  words,  and  in  a 
short  time  he  was  able  to  hear  and  speak  distinctly.  This  power  he  re- 
tained to  the  end  of  his  life. 

3.  The  third  case  is  that  of  a  young  man,  deaf  and  dumb  from 
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birth,  the  son  of  a  laborer  of  Chartres.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years,  he  suddenly  began  to  speak,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  whole 
town.  It  was  ascertained  from  him  that  three  or  four  months  before,  he 
had  heard  the  sound  of  the  bells,  and  was  extremely  surprised  by  this 
new  and  unknown  sensation  ;  and  that  subsequently  an  aqueous  dis- 
charge had  taken  place  from  his  left  ear,  after  which  he  heard  perfectly 
with  both.  For  three  or  four  months  he  listened  without  speaking;  this 
time  he  spent  in  repeating  to  himself  the  terms  which  he  heard,  and 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  pronunciation  ofwordsand  the  ideas  attach- 
ed to  them.  At  the  end  of  that  period,  believing  himself  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  language,  he  broke  silence  and  began  to  speak,  although 
very  imperfectly. 

Able  theologians  immediately  questioned  him  with  respect  to  his  past 
condition,  especially  his  ideas  of  God,  the  soul,  and  the  moral  quality  ot 
actions.  Of  these  last  subjects  he  seemed  not  to  have  the  slightest 
notion.  Although  he  had  been  present  at  mass,  and  had  been  taught  to 
make  the  sign  of  the  cross,  he  had  neither  attached  any  meaning  to 
these  ceremonies,  nor  understood  the  object  for  which  they  were  prac- 
tised. He  had  not  formed  a  distinct  idea  of  death,  and  in  fact  had 
never  thought  of  it.  He  had  passed  a  purely  animal  life,  without  a 
single  idea,  except  those  derived  from  the  senses.* 

4.  An  instance  is  mentioned  by  M.  Varroine,  a  French  physician  in 
the  suite  of  Lucien  Bonaparte,  in  which  the  application  of  the  moxa 
seems  to  have  been  successful.  The  patient  was  a  young  lady  of  Mala- 
ga, twenty  years  of  age,  who  was  born  deaf.  On  carefully  examining 
the  organs  affected,  the  tongue  appeared  to  him  a  little  thicker  than 
usual.  M.  Varroine  therefore  regarding  the  deafness  as  the  result  of  a 
simultaneous  paralysis  of  the  ear  and  tongue,  applied  two  moxas  ;  one 
on  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  the  other  under  the  chin  as  near  as  possi- 
ble to  the  root  of  the  tongue.  The  two  moxas,  each  of  the  diameter  of 
a  crown,  produced,  about  the  seventh  day,  a  lively  inflammation  :  an 
extraordinary  swelling  appeared  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck,  and 
extended  down  to  the  breasts,  accompanied  with  a  violent  fever,  which 
continued  twenty-four  hours,  and  ended  in  a  copious  perspiration.  The 
eschars  fell  off  on  the  twelfth  or  fourteenth  day,  and  their  loss  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  very  considerable  suppuration.  The  operator  affirms  that 
the  tongue  at  this  period  was  more  free  in  its  movements,  and  was  di- 
minished in  thickness.  In  consequence  of  fumigations  made  in  the 
meatus  externus,  the  membrane  lining  it  was  excoriated  and  furnished, 
about  the  twenty-second  day  of  the  treatment,  a  thick  yellowish  humor, 
which  flowed  abundantly  during  six  days;  these  depuratory  efforts  were 
succeeded  by  a  voracious  appetite,  and  increase  of  cheerfulness  and  in- 
telligence. About  two  months  and  a  half  after  the  application  of  the 
moxas,  the  young  lady,  to  her  great  joy  and  astonishment,  began  to  hear 
the  ringing  of  the  bells.  From  that  period  her  hearing  continued  to  im- 
prove, and  in  a  short  time  her  deafness  was  completely  dissipated.  At 
the  same  time,  her  dumbness  ceased,  and  when  the  mother  of  the  young 
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lady  communicated  this  happy  result  to  M.  Varroine,  who  had  left 
Malaga,  she  articulated  distinctly  the  words  which  she  heard. 

"  In  reading  this  observation,"  observes  M.  Itard,  "  it  is  impossible 
not  to  see  the  error  of  the  author  in  supposing  that  he  had  a  case  of 
simultaneous  paralysis  of  the  organs  of  hearing  and  of  speech  to  pre- 
scribe for.  If,  indeed,  the  moxa  under  the  chin  partly  contributed  to 
the  cure  of  the  deafness,  in  this  case,  the  sympathy  which  exists  be- 
tween this  region  and  the  ear  easily  explains  the  whole  secret  of  the 
success.  Paralysis  of  the  tongue  never  causes  complete  dumbness; 
the  articulation  is  defective,  but  there  are  some  sounds  which  are  dis- 
tinctly heard.  The  same  tiling  is  true  of  the  paralysis  of  the  muscles 
of  the  larynx,  which  never  causes  a  total  privation  of  speech.  The 
utterance  is  indeed  feeble  and  destitute  of  inflection,  but  yet  is  intelligi- 
ble. The  vocal  organs,  then,  in  the  case  above  cited,  were  not  injured, 
and  the  cure  of  the  deafness  was  sufficient  to  restore  them  to  their 
functions." 

5.  In  the  year  1786,  a  man  named  Felix  Merle,  a  botanical  physi- 
cian, as  he  styled  himself,  appeared  at  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  at  Bordeaux,  and  commenced  a  course  of  treatment  for  deafness 
on  all  the  pupils,  amounting  at  that  time  to  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven. 
It  consisted  in  introducing,  morning  and  evening,  into  each  ear,  a  drop  of 
a  certain  liquid  of  his  own  composition,  which  was  kept  there  by  a  bit 
of  cotton. 

This  treatment  was  continued  a  month,  but  with  no  effect,  except  in 
two  instances.  The  first  is  that  of  a  young  lad,  eight  or  nine  years  of 
age,  who  in  infancy  had  possessed  the  power  of  hearing,  and  had  become 
deaf  by  an  accident,  but  who  yet  heard  a  little  with  one  ear.  On  the 
twenty-third  or  twenty-fourth  day  of  treatment,  he  experienced  in  both 
ears  a  very  sharp  pain.  The  pain  gradually  increased,  till  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  liquid  into  the  meatus  auditorius  became  insupportable  ;  two 
or  three  days  after  the  first  attack,  a  purulent  discharge  took  place  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  from  both  ears  ;  the  child  immediately  began  to 
hear  more  distinctly,  so  that  the  ear  affected  with  total  deafness  occupied 
the  place  of  that  which  had  retained  some  little  sensibility,  and  the 
sense  of  hearing  in  the  latter  was  still  more  improved.  Though  the 
hearing  was  by  no  means  perfect,  it  was  sufficient,  to  enable  the  child  to 
learn  to  speak  and  to  make  use  of  language,  which  he  has  ever  since 
retained.  It  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  he  has  never  heard  or 
spoken  as  well  as  other  men.  The  discharge  from  the  ear,  which  con- 
tinued only  a  few  days,  was  not  very  copious  and  ceased  spontaneously. 

6.  The  second  case  in  which  this  mode  of  treatment  appears  to 
have  been  successful,  is  that  of  a  young  lady,  sixteen  years  of  age,  who 
was  born  with  the  organs  of  hearing  in  a  sound  condition,  and  at  the  end 
of  fifteen  or  sixteen  months  began  to  talk.  The  mother  of  the  child 
was  in  the  habit  of  taking  her  to  the  vineyard  in  which  she  was  em- 
ployed, and  leaving  her  on  the  grass  at  a  time  when  the  weather  was 
damp,  while  she  herself  was  at  work.  It  was  not  remarked,  at  the  time, 
that  the  child  suffered  any  inconvenience ;  but  soon  after,  it  was  noticed 
that  instead  of  improving  in  hearing  and  speech,  she  appeared  to  have 
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lost  both  the  one  and  the  other.  She  had  since  remained  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  was  making  rapid  progress  from  the  instruction  she  was  re- 
ceiving in  the  Institution.  About  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  treatment, 
she  experienced  in  both  ears  a  very  sharp  pain,  which  was  so  intolerable, 
especially  when  the  liquor  was  introduced  into  the  meatus  auditorius, 
that  she  was  obliged  to  be  forcibly  held.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day, 
while  in  school,  she  felt  an  inclination  to  sneeze,  which  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  simultaneous  discharge  from  both  ears  of  a  large  quantity 
of  very  fetid  purulent  matter.  The  perfect  re-establishment  of  hearing 
took  place  immediately,  so  that  the  young  lady  experienced  a  feeling  of 
extreme  terror,  and  firmly  clung  to  what  was  at  hand,  under  the  appre- 
hension, as  she  afterwards  said,  that  the  house  was  about  to  fall  upon  her. 
By  degrees  this  feeling  left  her,  but  her  hearing  continued  the  same. 
As  soon  as  she  heard,  she  forgot  or  at  least  had  no  desire  to  use  the  com- 
mon signs  employed  by  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  rapidly  learned  to 
speak.  At  the  end  of  six  weeks  she  was  able  to  ask  for  everything  that 
was  necessary,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  she  spoke  very  well.  Having 
at  that  time  returned  into  the  country,  she  lost  somewhat  of  her  facility  in 
speaking.  The  discharge  from  the  ears  continued  fifteen  days  or  three 
weeks,  and  ceased  shortly  after. 

Of  the  six  cases  of  cure  cited  above,  one  was  spontaneous,  and  the 
remaining  five  were  produced  by  extreme  irritation  of  certain  parts  of 
the  head,  by  means  of  the  moxa,  the  seton,  a  certain  aqueous  co  n  po- 
sition introduced  into  the  ear,  or  a  blow  on  the  head. 

All  these  remedies,  including  the  liquid  preparation*  of  Felix  Merle, 
were  employed  by  M.  Itard  a  sufficient  number  of  times  to  test  abun- 
dantly their  efficacy,  but  without  the  slightest  success.  In  one  case, 
however,  hearing  was  partially  restored  by  the  application  of  the  actual 
cautery,  a  remedy  similar  to  the  moxa.  It  was  applied  on  each  of  the 
mastoid  processes,  with  an  iron  heated  white,  and  this  was  shortly  fol- 
lowed by  a  copious  suppuration,  at  which  time  signs  of  the  ie-establish- 
nient  of  hearing  began  to  be  observed  ;  but  it  was  eighteen  months  after 
the  operation  before  he  pronounced  words.  In  three  o:her  cases  of 
congenital  deafness,  however,  in  which  it  was  employed,  it  was  not  at- 
tended with  the  least  benefit.  One  other  case,  the  result  of  disease, 
was  cured  chiefly  by  the  application  of  blisters  ;  but  in  forty  cases  in 
which  the  same  treatment  was  subsequently  employed,  no  similar  in- 
stance occurred. 

The  writer  of  this  article  gives,  next,  an  able  exposition  of  the  results 
of  the  two  principal  operations  relied  on  for  the  removal  of  the  material 
causes  in  the  ear,  which  prevent  the  free  admission  or  circulation  of 
sounds,  viz.  the  'perforation  of  the  membrane  of  the  tympanum  and  the 
injection  of  the  eustachian  tube.  We  regret  that  our  limits  do  not 
allow  us  to  follow  the  author  in  his  examination  of  the  facts  and  observa- 


*  For  the  information  of  the  profession,  we  subjoin  the  formula  of  this  pre  paint  ion. 

R.  Pulverized  Asarabacca,  two  drachms. 

Rose  Leaves,  one  pinch. 

Horse  Radriish,  one  drachm. 

Parsley  Pert,  or  stone  break  parsley,  one  pinch. 

White  Wine,  eight  ounces. 

Boil  to  one  half,  strain  and  add 

Sea  Salt,  two  drachma. 
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tions  drawn  from  the  highest  authorities  in  England  and  on  the  continent, 
respecting  the  total  failure  of  these  operations.  The  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  opinion  of  the  incurable  nature  of  cases  of  congenital  deafness,  is 
concluded  with  the  report  of  M.  hard  "on  the  advantages  which  might 
reasonably  be  expected  from  various  remedies,  if  employed  on  a  large 
number  of  patients."  This  was  drawn  up  at  the  request  of  the  Council 
of  Administration  of  the  Royal  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  at 
Paris;  and  no  man  in  Europe  was  better  prepared  to  make  such  a  re- 
port than  Itard.  For  neatly  thirty  years  he  had  been  at  the  head  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  Institution  at  Paris,  and  during  that  time  had 
been  unwearied  in  his  efforts  to  restore  the  deaf  and  dumb  to  hearing. 
He  had  made  himself  acquainted  with  all  that  had  been  known  by  his 
predecessors  on  the  anatomy  and  diseases  of  the  ear,  and  had  written 
the  most  elaborate  work  which  had  ever  been  published  on  this  difficult 
subject. 

In  consequence  of  his  report,  it  was  decided  that  a  certain  number  of 
deaf  mutes  in  the  Institution  should  be  subjected  to  medical  treatment. 
As  nearly  every  remedy  had  been  employed  in  vain, Itard  determined  to 
make  a  thorough  experiment  of  the  utility  of  injecting  the  eustachian 
tube.  He  therefore  performed  the  operation  in  one  hundred  and  twenty 
cases,  the  results  of  which  were,  to  use  his  own  language,  "just  nothing, 
with  regard  to  hearing,  in  the  great  majority  of  the  mutes,  and  in  the 
rest,  temporary  and  of  little  advantage. "# 

In  conclusion,  we  earnestly  commend  the  remarks  in  the  Journal  of 
Arts  and  Sciences  to  the  attention  of  those  members  of  the  profession, 
who,  instigated  by  a  mercenary  thirst  for  gain,  or  by  a  despicable  desire 
of  notoriety,  deceive  the  public  with  accounts  of  fictitious  cases,  and  of 
cures  equally  imaginary. 

Boston,  August,  1836. 
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A  NEW  VOLUME  OF  THE  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 

With  this  number  commences  the  Fifteenth  Volume  of  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  While  we  are  reminded  by  it  of  the 
ceaseless  march  of  time,  we  desire  to  express  to  our  numerous  patrons 
the  obligations  we  owe  them  for  their  sustaining  power.  Since  we  com- 
menced this  publication,  wonderful  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  cir- 
cle of  our  earliest  medical  friends  and  associates.  The  grave  now  con- 
ceals more  than  sixty  personal  acquaintances  and  talented  correspondents, 
who  have  contributed  in  some  way  to  these  pages.  How  melancholy  the 
reflection,  that  such  a  combination  of  intellect,  exerted  for  the  highest 
moral  as  well  as  physical  benefit  of  man,  should  have  been  sealed  up  in 
death,  in  some  cases  even  before  the  frost  of  age  was  discoverable  ! 


*  Deuxieme  rapport,  lu,  le  9  fevrier,  1827,  au  Conseil  d 'Administration,  etc.    P.  11. 
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But  aside  from  these  gloomy  considerations,  there  are  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities devolving  upon  the  profession  as  a  distinct  body.  It  is  only 
by  the  constant  ingathering  of  items,  the  result  of  practical  observation, 
that  any  permanent  advances  can  be  made  in  the  science  of  medicine. 
It  should  be  the  motto,  therefore,  of  each  individual  of  this  great  family, 
to  observe  and  preserve,  while  they  have  the  opportunity,  and  to  benefit 
their  professional  brethren  and  the  community  by  making  known  the 
result  of  their  experience. 

In  asking  a  continuance  of  manuscript  favors,  wit  bout  which  we  should 
feel  neglected,  after  so  many  years  of  friendly  intercourse,  we  would  also 
respectfully  request  delinquent  subscribers  to  forward  the  pittance  they 
owe  us.  Our  accounts  are  scattered  over  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  many  ofthem  in  places  where  a  collector  cannot  be  sent,  and  unless 
there  is  a  willingness  to  pay,  and  an  effort  to  transmit  the  sums  due,  we 
are  severe  sufferers.  We  covet  none  of  that  patronage  that  subscribes 
to  encourage  us — without  paying  for  value  received.  It  is  vexatious  in- 
deed to  be  stared  in  the  face,  regularly,  once  a  week,  with  the  name  of  a 
gentleman  who  has  had  successive  volumes  of  our  property,  out  of  which 
he  either  intends  to  wrong  us,  or  pay  at  that  remote  epoch  when  his  estate 
is  rendered  for  probate.  In  the  mean  time  our  bills  for  rent,  types,  paper 
and  compositors'  services,  must  be  paid,  without  a  single  failure. 


POPULAR  INSTRUCTION  IN  ANATOMY  AND  MEDICINE. 

In  the  infancy  of  the  healing  art,  the  knowledge  and  administration  o 
medicines  were  confined  to  a  few  individuals,  who,  from  the  hidden  re- 
cesses of  the  temples  of  heathen  deities,  delivered  advice  or  instruction 
in  mysterious  oracles  to  the  deluded  worshippers.  In  more  recent  times, 
the  successful  efforts  of  medical  men  in  alleviating  the  bufferings  of  their 
fellow  creatures,  and  in  removing  the  causes  of  malignant  diseases,  justly 
placed  them  among  the  benefactors  of  mankind.  It  was  reserved,  however, 
for  the  present  enlightened  age  to  offer  in  a  popular  form,  to  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  instruction  upon  subjects  which  obviously  lay  claim  to  the 
individual  and  personal  interest,  of  every  one;  viz.  the  structure  of  the 
human  body,  and  the  nature  and  effects  of  diseases  to  which  the  complex 
living  machine,  the  "  soul's  frail  tenement,"  is  liable. 

These  reflections  suggested  themselves  more  particularly  with  refer- 
ence to  Dr.  Svveetser's  Treatise  on  Consumption,  Dr.  Alcott's  admirable 
work,  entitled  "  The  House  I 'Live  in,"  and,  lastly,  the  able  article  in 
the  July  number  of  the  Journal  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  on  the  late  efforts 
in  France,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  to  restore  the  deaf  and  dumb  to 
hearing.  On  the  article  last  named  we  insert,  in  the  Journal  of  this  day, 
some  observations,  with  a  transcript  of  well-authenticated  cases  in  which 
congenital  deafness,  or  deafness  from  early  childhood,  terminated  in  re- 
covery more  or  less  perfect.  The  extremely  limited  number  of  success- 
ful cases  may  excite  the  surprise  of  those  who  have  read,  with  wonder 
and  amazement,  the  vaunted  success  of  a  Curtis,  "  Aurist  to  his  Majes- 
ty," Sec.  and  of  some  perhaps  less  notorious  seekers  of  popularity  in 
this  country. 

Errata. — In  last  week's  Journal,  p.  414,  for  corner  of  the  eye,  read  cornea.  P. 
415,  after  the  words  ;i  its  sorbefacient  powers,"  add  "  the  absorption  of." 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  fortnight  ending  Aug.  5,  37.   Males,  19— females,  18. 
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COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  OF  THE  WESTERN  DI STRICT— Fairfield, 
Herkimer  Co.— The  next  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks.    The  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  Dr.  McNaughton. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy;  -  -  Dr.  Hadley. 

On  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Dr.  Delamater. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  -  -  Dr.  Beck. 

On  Surgery  and  Midwifery,  -  Dr.  Mussey., 

Dr.  Willoughby  will  also  lecture  on  the  latter  branch. 
Tickets  for  the  whole  course,  $5G. 

Any  further  information  that  is  desired  may  be  obtained  from  either  of  the  above  professors. 

JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 
Fairfield,  Herkimer  Co.  N.  Y.  Aug.  10.— 4t 


VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE, 

AT   CASTLETON,  VT. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  in  August  next, 
and  continue  fourteen  weeks.    Lectures  on 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Materia  Medica, by  William  Tully,  M.D. 
Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  Theodore  Woodward,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by  John  D'Wolf,  Jr.  A.M. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  James  H.  Armsby,  M.D. 
Fees  for  the  Course,  $45.    Graduating  fee,  $16.    Matriculating  fee,  $3.  Jy27— 4t. 

July  22,  183G. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice' of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry      by     Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  -      -      "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    -      --------     Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        -      --      --      --      --      --      ---     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  In  D»-.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  theTremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


CINCINNATI  COLLEGE— MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Second  Session.    The  first  introductory  lecture  will  be  delivered  on  the  last  Monday  of  October. 
The  didactic  lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  and  continue  until  the  end 
of  February,  by  the  following  professors: 
Joseph  N.  McDowell,  M.D.  on  Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.D.  on  General  and  Pathological  Anat.  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Willard  Parker,  M.D.  on  Surgery. 

Landon  C.  Rives,  M.D.  on  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children. 

James  B.  Kogers,  M.D  on  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy;  assisted  by 

John  L.Riddell,  M.D.  adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  lecturer  on  Botany. 

John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.  on  Materia  Medica. 

Daniel  Drake,  M.D.  on  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

The  Faculty  congratulate  themselves  and  the  students  of  the  West,  on  the  trustees'  having  appoint- 
ed to  the  chair  of  Surgery,  a  gentleman  who  has  already  distinguished  himself  as  a  public  teacher  in 
three  different  schools  of  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York.  He  has  accepted  the  appointment, 
and  will  be  in  Cincinnati  before  the  opening  of  the  session. 

The  spacious  and  convenient  College  Edifice,  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  with  its  new  wing,  em- 
bracing an  apparatus  room,  an  apartment  for  the  anatomical  cabinet,  and  a  capacious  dissecting-room, 
will  be  finished  and  in  perfect  order  before  the  lectures  commence. 

Students  who  intend  to  graduate  must  matriculate  by  the  20th  of  November.  The  price  of  the 
whole  is  one  hundred  and  five  dollars  ;  the  dissecting  ticket,  ten  ;  Matriculation,  two  5  and  graduation 
fees,  twenty-one. 

By  order  of  the  Faculty, 

DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.D.  Dean. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May,  1836. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post-pti.ii/.  h  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
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every  seventh  copy  gratia. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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THE  HISTORY  AND  TREATMENT  OF  BERI-BERI. 

J.  G.  Malcolmson,  Surgeon,  of  the  Madras  Medical  Establishment,  is 
the  author  of  a  work  recently  published  in  India,  which  treats  of  this 
singular  disease.  The  correctness  and  value  of  the  book  may  be  esti- 
mated, from  the  fact  that  it  has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease,  as 
we  find  it  in  the  pages  of  the  India  Journal. 

"  It  usually  commences  gradually,  with  a  feeling  of  numbness,  sense 
of  weight,  and  slight  weakness  and  stiffness  below  the  middle  of  the 
thighs,  sometimes  preceded  by  muscular  pains.  There  is  slight  oedema 
of  the  feet  and  legs,  especially  along  the  tibiae,  often  found  to  come  on 
after  the  other  symptoms.  The  walk  is  unsteady  and  tottering,  even 
when  the  patient  is  not  aware  of  weakness  in  the  limbs,  which  are  oc- 
casionally tremulous ;  spasms  occur  in  the  calves  and  soles  of  the  feet, 
sometimes  becoming  general  and  occasionally  shooting  to  the  chest  and 
larynx,  obstructing  respiration  and  speech.  The  want  of  power  often 
increases  to  almost  total  palsy,  especially  of  the  extensor  muscles,  and 
in  a  few  cases,  the  patient  after  slight  indisposition  suddenly  loses  the 
use  of  his  legs.  Rigidity  and  various  painful  affections  of  the  nerves 
accompany  the  paralytic  symptoms  ;  and  there  is  sometimes  pain  along 
the  spine,  commonly  at  the  two  last  lumbar  vertebrae.  In  some  cases 
the  disease  goes  no  further  and  a  cure  is  effected;  but  more  frequently, 
the  numbness  extends  upwards  towards  the  abdomen,  there  is  general 
sense  of  lassitude  and  aversion  to  motion,  and  the  hands,  arms,  and 
chest  (and  in  a  few  cases  even  the  neck  and  lips),  are  gradually  be- 
numbed. There  is  oppression  and  weight  at  praecordia,  dyspnoea  on 
slight  exertion,  diffused  and  irregular  pulsation  in  the  cardiac  region,  and 
the  face  and  hands  are  puffy  and  ©edematous.  The  patient  is  often 
found  dead  in  bed,  or  sinks  after  several  fainting  fits  or  throbbings  at  the 
heart ;  or  the  oedema  rapidly  increases  and  extends  up  the  trunk,  violent 
dyspnoea  and  inability  to  lie  down  in  bed  comes  on,  with  anxiety,  cold 
sweats,  cold  extremities,  rapid  feeble  pulse,  urgent  thirst  and  partial  sup- 
pression of  urine.  At  the  commencement  the  urine  is  always  scanty,  of 
a  deep  red  color  without  cloud  or  sediment,  and  possessing  very  peculiar 
properties  ;  in  some  old  cases  it  becomes  copious,  turbid,  and  pale,  with 
a  large  white  deposit,  and  is  passed  with  pain,  from  an  irritable  bladder. 
The  stomach  is  irritable  in  many  bad  cases,  and  pain  and  tenderness  in 
the  epigastrium  is  sometimes  complained  of;  there  is  in  a  few,  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  or  a  sense  of  heat  is  diffused  over  it  and  the  chest.  Effusion 
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takes  place  into  the  chest  and  more  rarely  into  the  abdomen,  and  there 
are  now  and  then  some  signs  of  inflammation  of  the  pleura  or  bronchi. 
In  the  early  stage,  the  pulse  may  be  full,  hard  and  frequent  or  little 
altered  ;  when  the  face  is  puffy  and  there  is  weight  and  oppression  at 
the  prsecordia,  it  is  quick,  often  irregular,  and  usually  small,  although  it  is 
occasionally  strong. 

"  Various  dyspeptic  symptoms  occur,  the  bowels  are  often  costive, 
the  stools  green  and  variously  disordered,  and  the  eyes  are  often  tinged 
yellow.  The  skin  is  rather  cold,  unless  there  is  pyrexia,  which  is  often 
present  in  the  evening.  The  disease  is  sometimes  fatal  in  a  few  hours, 
but  is  often  chronic,  and  in  these  the  patient  is  liable  to  sudden  death, 
to  rapid  aggravation  of  the  symptoms,  or  supervention  of  new  and  more 
formidable  ones,  by  which  he  is  soon  carried  off ;  and  if  he  survives 
these,  he  may  live  for  a  long  time  bed-ridden,  dropsical,  and  a  true 
paralytic." 

The  author  treats  of  the  influence  of  the  seasons,  the  length  of  resi- 
dence, moisture,  situation  and  diet,  in  producing  this  disease. 

Mr.  M.  found  bleeding  useful  in  many  cases,  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  Cupping  and  leeches  over  the  kidneys,  when  there  was  much 
pain  and  tenderness  in  the  lumbar  region,  were  also  beneficial.  But  he 
remarks  that 

"  There  are  three  classes  of  cases  in  which  bleeding  has  been  uni- 
formly fatal,  but  some  further  experience  will  be  necessary  to  define 
them  with  accuracy.  The  first"  is  that  in  which  cedema  of  the  lungs 
(and  probably  also  where  effusion  into  the  chest)  has  taken  place  sud- 
denly, characterized  by  symptoms  previously  described." 

"2d.  In  that  form  of  spasmodic  dyspnoea  shooting  from  the  limbs,  or 
otherwise  connected  with  the  muscular  affections,  and  attended  with 
lowness  of  pulse,  cold  extremities,  and  prostration  of  strength,  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  which  is  likely  to  be  but  imperfectly  understood,  until 
that  of  long  known  analogous  affections  are  better  explained,  bleeding 
has  been  a  fatal  measure." 

"  3d.  These  are  of  different  kinds,  but  at  present  we  can  only  class 
them  as  being  a  spasmodic,  enfeebled,  or  obstructed  action  of  the  centre 
of  the  circulation,  arising  from  various  causes,  and  indicated  by  tendency 
to  syncope,  sense  of  faintness,  dyspnoea  coming  on  in  paroxysms,  coldness 
of  the  extremities,  cold  sweats,  anxiety  and  restlessness,  a  pulse  hardly 
to  be  felt,  a  throbbing  of  the  heart,  not  always  feeble,  irregular  pulsa- 
tions, &c.  These  have  been  traced  to  water  in  the  pericardium  and  to 
softening  of  the  heart." 

We  now  come  to  Mr.  Malcolmson's  opinion  on  the  use  of  mercury. 

"  It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  fact,  that  mercury  exerts  no  directly 
salutary  influence  over  the  nervous  symptoms,  nor  prevents  the  accession 
or  return  of  the  visceral  affections.  Beri-beri  has  made  its  first  attack  on 
men  under  the  influence  of  mercury." 

When  mercury  is  not  given  to  salivate,  but  "as  a  purgative  combined 
with  jalap,  calomel  has  been  very  useful  in  a  great  many  cases,  and  as 
might  have  been  expected,  this  is  best  marked  when  the  biliary 
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secretions  are  disordered,  the  eyes  tinged  yellow,  and  the  abdomen 
tumid." 

On  the  subject  of  purgatives  he  says : 

"Purgatives  are  often  of  essential  service  in  beri-beri,  and  the  com- 
pound powder  of  jalap  has  been,  almost  universally,  acknowledged  to  be 
the  best.  One  or  two  doses  frequently  removes  the  oedema  of  the  lower 
extremities,  sometimes  increases  the  urine  at  the  same  time,  but  without 
benefit  to  the  other  symptoms." 

"  Four  patients  were  cured  by  elaterium,  in  a  station  where  beri-beri 
seldom  occurs  ;  and  examples  are  now  and  then  met  with  (most  fre- 
quently when  the  paralytic  symptoms  are  very  slight),  in  which  free 
purging  by  croton  and  other  medicines  enables  the  constitution  to  throw 
off  the  disease." 

"  As  a  general  rule,  I  would  only  use  mild  and  warm  laxatives  in  ad- 
vanced cases  :  rhubarb  answers  very  well,  and  is  also  an  important  ad- 
junct to  a  remedy  hereafter  to  be  described.  Gamboge,  so  much  used 
by  Mr.  Ridley,  does  not  appear  to  possess  any  advantage  over  more 
certain  and  less  drastic  purges,  and  has  appeared  to  excite  inflammatory 
action  in  the  stomach  and  intestines.  Oil  of  turpentine  may  probably  be 
used  with  advantage,  as  it  exerts  antispasmodic  powers,  but  the  cases  in 
which  it  has  been  used  as  a  purgative,  do  not  warrant  any  opinion.  As 
an  internal  stimulant  it  has  perhaps  done  some  good,  in  small  doses  com- 
bined with  aether;  but  it  has  appeared  to  have  done  harm  in  some  other 
cases." 

With  respect  to  diuretics  Mr.  Malcolmson  observes: 

"  The  use  of  diuretics  is  of  essential  importance  to  the  removal  of 
the  oedema,  and  especially  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  anasarca  up- 
wards, and  the  effusion  of  fluid  into  the  internal  parte,  particularly  the 
cells  of  the  lungs." 

"  Mercury  has  been  very  much  employed  in  combination  with  squills, 
and  its  diuretic  virtues  in  this  combination  are  very  decided,  without  its 
being  used  so  as  to  affect  the  mouth  ;  which  should  not  be  done,  unless 
with  the  greatest  caution  and  in  a  very  few  severe  and  obstinate  cases : 
the  small  quantity  of  calomel  which  will  affect  the  gums  in  this  disease, 
therefore,  renders  it  of  importance  to  give  it  in  small  quantity,  that  it 
may  be  continued  as  long  as  the  squills,  &c.  may  be  required." 

"  Digitalis  has  been  much  used  in  the  form  of  tincture,  the  only  one 
in  which  its  virtues  are  well  preserved  in  India;  and  has  been  very  use- 
ful as  a  diuretic,  given  pretty  freely  and  with  the  usual  restrictions,  at 
the  same  time  that  calomel  and  squills  are  taken." 

"  It  has  appeared  to  be  more  effectual  in  removing  the  oedema  of  the 
face  than  other  means,  which  is  probably  to  be  referred  to  the  modera- 
tion of  the  heart's  action  and  lowering  of  the  pulse,  which  frequently 
follow  its  exhibition.  " 

"But  of  all  diuretics,  none  is  so  generally  successful  and  universally 
useful  as  cream  of  tartar,  which  has  been  very  generally  adopted  by  ex- 
perienced practitioners  (from  evidence  of  its  powers)  in  beri-beri,  and  in 
ignorance,  of  the  remarks  of  others.  Thus,  Mr.  Ridley  in  Ceylon 
and  myself  and  others  in  the  circars,  can  bear  testimony  to  the  virtues 
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ascribed  to  it.  Its  laxative  effect,  grateful  taste,  and  consequent  sooth- 
ing qualities,  are  powerful  recommendations,  in  addition  to  the  direct 
benefit  from  its  diuretic  powers." 

"  The  acetate  of  potassa  has  been  used  in  a  few  cases,  and  was 
probably  useful." 

"  Stimulants,  fyc.  In  all  paroxysms  of  dyspnoea  coming  on  sudden- 
ly, especially  when  they  are  of  a  spasmodic  character,  and  attended 
with  feeble  pulse  and  cold  extremities,  large  doses  of  laudanum  as  re- 
commended by  Mr.  Ridley,  in  combination  with  sether,  spirits,  aromatic 
spirits  of  ammonia,  &c.  as  circumstances  may  indicate,  are  to  be  dili- 
gently employed.  The  extremities  and  body  are  to  be  rubbed  with 
stimulating  liniments,  which  of  themselves  have  been  found  sufficient  to 
restore  the  heat ;  and  of  these,  turpentine,  ammonia,  and  especially  ca- 
juput  oil,  have  been  the  most  effectual. " 

"  Many  cases  of  beri-beri  from  the  commencement,  and  all  chronic 
ones  in  their  progress,  are  attended  with  low  action  and  debility,  and  it 
has  therefore  been  very  useful  to  prescribe  stimulants ;  nor  is  there  any 
reason  to  doubt  of  their  being  frequently  of  use,  although  it  is  generally 
difficult  to  say  to  what  extent,  or  in  what  manner  they  are  necessarily 
continued  for  a  long  time.  Asa  tendency  to  general  or  local  excitement 
is  always  present,  their  effects  are  to  be  cautiously  watched,  and  they 
should  be  omitted  whenever  symptoms  requiring  antiphlogistic  treatment 
present  themselves." 

"  A  very  important  part  of  the  treatment  consists  in  counter-irritation 
and  external  stimulants.  Blisters  to  the  chest,  when  the  pericardium 
is  affected,  have  been  useful,  both  by  the  discharge  and  counter-irrita- 
tion they  cause,  but  on  the  whole  their  effects  are  not  very  evident. 
When  the  lungs  or  pleura  were  affected,  they  did  good,  but  did  not 
protect  the  patient  from  death  by  effusion  or  syncope.  They  were  of 
decided  benefit  when  the  stomach  was  tender  or  irritable,  but,  as  might 
be  expected,  often  failed  in  overcoming  the  vomiting." 

"Blisters,  sinapisms,  tartrate  of  antimony,  frictions,  caustic  issues,  moxas, 
setons,  and  stimulating  frictions,  have  been  used  to  the  spine. 

After  all,  however,  Mr.  Malcolmson  observes  that  notwithstanding  the 
benefit  derived  from  the  various  remedies  already  alluded  to,  there  is 
none  in  his  opinion  of  certain  efficacy,  in  order  to  act  directly  in  the 
most  important  part  of  the  diseases.  He  then  proceeds  to  notice  two 
which  should  possess  high  claims  to  the  notice  of  his  readers.  He 
states  that  when  they  were  first  communicated  they  were  received  with 
distrust  and  even  ridicule  by  the  majority  of  gentlemen,  on  the  Madras 
Establishment.  These  remedies  are  the  "  Treak  farook"  and  "  oleum 
nigrum." 

The  former  remedy  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Board 
by  Dr.  Wright,  and  the  Hindoo  practitioners  had  not  been  long  acquaint- 
ed with  it.  It  was  procured  at  Massulapatarn  from  the  Moghul  mer- 
chants ;  it  is  a  thick  extract,  sold  in  small  lead  canisters  containing  ten  or 
fifteen  tolahs,  and  in  others  of  only  one  tola  in  weight.  The  small  ones 
are  packed  up  in  dozens,  well  rolled  up  in  paper  and  cost  a  rupee  each, 
and  the  second  size  is  sold  for  five  or  six  rupees.     "  Besides  its  use  in 
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beri-beri,  it  is  employed  in  Hyderabad  and  in  Circars  in  numbness  and 
rheumatism."  Mr.  Geddes,  after  the  trial  of  various  other  remedies, 
states  as  follows  : 

"  The  only  plan  which  appeared  to  have  any  effect  in  keeping  off  the 
dropsical  symptoms  was  blood-letting,  followed  by  daily  purgatives;  the 
disease  however  was  not  removed  by  them,  for  after  a  while  the  oedema 
began  to  make  its  appearance,  and  being  completely  at  a  stand,  I  con- 
sented to  the  request  of  my  patients,  to  be  allowed  to  try  a  native  medi- 
cine, which  they  stated  had  cured  some  of  them,  when  affected  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion."  *  *  *  {i  The  patients  in  whom  the  bleeding  and  purging 
had  been  used,  but  where  oedema  had  begun  to  make  its  appearance, 
had  the  medicine  exhibited  to  them,  and  in  a  few  days  the  dropsical 
effusion  disappeared,  and  the  pulse  was  considerably  lowered.  In  the 
next  case  there  was  a  total  paralysis  in  the  legs  and  arms,  the  feet  had 
been  swelled  for  several  days,  and  the  pulse  when  the  treak  farook 
was  commenced  was  103,  next  day  it  was  at  the  same  rate,  and  on  each 
successive  day  it  was  found  lowered  to  100,  88,  and  84,  by  which  time 
the  oedema  had  disappeared,  and  the  patient  had  no  complaint  but  of 
the  paralytic  affection.  In  the  next  person  to  whom  the  medicine  was 
given  there  was  not  much  paralysis,  as  he  could  walk,  although  not 
steadily,  without  assistance;  his  limbs  however  w7ere  oedematous,  and  his 
pulse  on  the  day  of  commencing  the  treatment  was  116;  next  day  it  got 
up  to  124,  after  which  it  fell  daily  as  follows :  106,  94,  100,  84,  84,  76, 
72  ;  the  oedema  was  by  this  time  removed,  and  the  patient  continued  to 
improve  daily." 

The  following  observations  are  important. 

"  The  treak  was  sometimes  prescribed  alone,  but  in  doses  of  from 
four  grains  to  fifteen  had  no  sensible  effect,  unless  perhaps  in  a  slight  de- 
gree constipating  the  bowels.  The  urine  did  not  appear  to  be  increased 
by  it,  even  when  all  the  symptoms  had  yielded  to  it  or  to  other  reme- 
dies. When  the  case  was  of  long  standing,  the  palsy  confirmed,  and 
the  urine  either  scanty,  or  copious  and  alkaline,  the  treak  was  equally 
useless  as  a  remedy  for  the  anasarca  as  for  the  paralytic  symptoms;  and 
when  it  was  only  had  recourse  to  as  a  last  resource,  after  other  means 
had  failed,  the  patient  frequently  died  the  first  day  or  two  after  com- 
mencing its  use.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  employ  it  early,  and  to 
this,  is  in  a  great  measure  to  be  ascribed  the  greater  success  of  this 
remedy  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Geddes  and  others  who  were  favorably  im- 
pressed with  its  usefulness,  than  in  those  of  gentlemen  who  were  of  a 
different  opinion,  and  by  whom  I  observed  the  remedy  to  be  given  when 
success  could  not  be  expected  from  it." 

Mr.  Malcolmson  purchased  some  canisters  of  the  Treak,  and  he  adds 
that, 

"  The  larger  canisters  had  on  the  lids  a  head  well  executed  and  sur- 
rounded with  a  wreath  of  laurel,  and  on  one  of  them  the  following  le- 
gend in  Roman  capitals,  teriaca  f.  ali.  a.  testa,  doro.  in.  Trieste. 
Two  half  sheets  of  paper,  ornamented  with  a  gilded  head,  containing  a 
long  account  of  the  medicine  well  printed,  the  one  in  Turkish  and  the 
other  in  modern  Greek,  are  wrapped  round  each  packet,  and  to  many 
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the  signature  of  Eredi  L.  B.  Silvestrini  is  attached,  who  appears,  from 
the  inscription  around  the  head,  to  be  an  apothecary  on  the  Rialto  at 
Venice.  Some  of  the  papers  bear  the  words  '  Ponte  deRialto,'  and  oth- 
ers '  Strazzo  d'oro'  '  in  Venezia,'  and  common  Italian  notes  and  printed 
lists  of  drugs,  some  of  which  are  curious,  are  wrapped  round  the  packet, 
within  the  other  papers.  Having  procured  through  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Cal- 
cutta, a  translation  of  one  of  these  papers,  the  following  extract  from  it 
will  leave  no  doubt  of  the  medicine  being  procured  from  Venice,  of 
whose  commerce  with  India  it  is  one  of  the  last  remnants." 

"Theriakh  of  Andromachi.  An  invention  of  Theron,  the  Presbyter. 
It  is  prepared,  measured,  and  made  public  by  me,  John  Baptist  Sylves- 
trius,  in  the  Rialto,  by  the  authority  of  the  excellent  Governments, 
physicians  of  ancient  righteousness,  and  of  the  council  of  the  apothe- 
caries and  learned  physicians." 

"  The  within  mentioned  treacle  is  prepared  in  Venice  with  every  care 
and  faithfulness  by  me,  John  Baptist  Sylvestrius,  Apothecary  in  the 
Signal  Testa  d'oro  in  St.  Bartholomy,  in  the  presence  of  excellent  and  su- 
perior physicians  of  ancient  righteousness,  and  of  the  assembly  of  apothe- 
caries and  others  connected  with  the  medical  institution.  The  virtues 
and  properties  of  the  treacle  are  particularized  below,  in  common  be- 
nevolence and  for  the  good  of  the  public."  A  long  list  of  diseases  for 
which  it  is  an  infallible  remedy  follows,  and  the  paper  concludes  by  in- 
forming its  readers  that  other  diseases  are  omitted,  as  the  name  of  the 
medicine  is  universally  known  throughout  the  world  ;  and  that  the  young 
and  strong  should  use  it  in  small  doses,  and  that  the  old  and  those  ac- 
customed to  the  use  of  opiates  may  take  it  more  freely,  but  still  in  small 
quantity. 

"  The  treak  farook  being  thus  identified  with  this  celebrated  com- 
pound, we  can  more  easily  appreciate  the  effects  which  it  appears  to 
produce  in  this  disease ;  and  while  we  are  not  to  expect  it  to  exert  any 
specific  powers  over  the  heart,  the  known  composition  of  the  drug  itself, 
and  the  combination  in  which  it  is  given,  are  such  as  to  confirm  the  in- 
ferences as  to  its  virtues  suggested  by  the  whole  mass  of  evidence  for 
and  against  it,  and  cannot  fail  to  suggest  important  improvements  in  the 
combinations  employed  by  those  who  may  not  choose  to  adopt  the  em- 
pirical and  expensive  remedy  itself.  Nor  will  it  be  difficult  to  compose 
a  formula  containing  the  more  important  purgative,  diuretic,  stimulating 
and  anodyne  medicines  which  enter  into  its  composition." 

"  When  of  good  quality,  the  taste  of  the  treak  is  at  first  sweetish, 
then  nauseous,  hot  and  acrid ;  its  smell  is  aromatic  and  resembles  spruce, 
which,  it  is  alleged,  the  information  obtained  from  some  traders  from 
the  Persian  gulf,  has  led  to  the  occasional  substitution  of  that  article  for 
the  genuine ;  and  its  comparative  cheapness  will  probably  lead  to  frauds 
fatal  to  the  character  of  the  remedy.  The  small  canisters  should  also 
be  avoided,  as  they  do  not  appear  to  be  of  equal  quality  and  are  some- 
times half  empty." 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  preparation  of  the  oleum  nigrum. 

"  It  is  prepared  in  the  following  manner.  Into  an  earthen  pot  whose 
bottom  is  perforated  by  a  number  of  small  holes,  are  put  malkungnee 
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seeds  lbijss.  benzoin,  cloves,  nutmegs,  mace,  of  each  3ss. ;  the  mouth  is 
closed  and  the  pot  placed  over  another  and  luted  to  it.  They  are  then 
placed  in  a  pit  three  feet  deep  and  nearly  as  wide,  and  surrounded  by 
cakes  of  dry  cow-dung  which  are  set  on  fire,  and  when  they  are  con- 
sumed about  six  ounces  of  the  oil  is  found  in  the  under  vessel  ready  for 
use.  It  should  be  kept  in  well-closed  bottles.  As  we  would  expect 
from  the  nature  of  the  process,  the  appearance  and  sensible  qualities  of 
the  product  resemble  those  of  an  empyreumatic  oil,  possessing  the  pecu- 
liar powers  of  the  principal  ingredient,  the  malkungnee  seeds.  These 
do  not  appear  to  be  the  produce  of  the  circars,  or,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
of  the  Deccan,  but  Mr.  Royle  has  included  them  in  a  list  of  Indian  ma- 
teria medica,  and  states  that  the  plant  is  the  Celastrus  nutans.  It  is 
stated  by  Hukeem  Mahomed  Hussein  Khan  to  be  a  native  of  Hindostan, 
and  the  seeds  are  imported  from  Calcutta  or  brought  to  the  circars  from 
Hyderabad,  and  are  only  found  in  the  principal  towns,  where  they  are 
kept  in  bags  containing  the  seeds,  seed  vessels  and  stalks,  from  which  the 
genus  can  be  ascertained,  as  was  done  by  Dr.  Wright  some  years  before 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Royl^'s  catalogue.  The  name  used  in  Hindos- 
tan has  been  introduced  into  Arabic,  Persian,  Teloogoo,  and  Tamul.  A 
tree  called  by  the  Mahrattas  '  malkanee,'  the  seeds  of  which  afford  an 
oil,  grows  in  the  forest  of  Dongatal  north  of  Nagpore." 
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The  laws  by  which  the  healthy  action  or  condition  of  the  stomach  is 
regulated,  appear  to  be  precisely  analogous  to  those  by  which  every  other 
organ  of  the  system  is  governed.  Exercise  and  habit  are  equally  neces- 
sary for  the  full  development  and  operation  of  its  powers.  There  are 
extremes  of  deficiency  and  excess,  which  may  be  injurious  in  the  exer- 
cise of  any  organ  or  faculty ;  but  in  this  respect,  the  limits  of  the 
stomach  are  perhaps  more  extensive  than  those  of  most  other  parts  of 
the  body.  The  digestive  powers  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  adjust  them- 
selves to  circumstances;  and  provided  the  transition  is  not  sudden,  they 
may  be  accommodated  to  an  indefinite  variety  of  situations.  The  sav- 
age is  healthy  with  one  meal  a  day  ;  and  in  civilized  life,  people  may 
eat  five  times  in  the  same  period,  with  no  sensible  injury  to  health.  The 
food  may  be  all  animal,  or  all  vegetable,  or  mixed,  according  to  habit, 
with  equal  impunity. 

The  hand  may  be  exercised  in  wielding  the  axe,  saw,  and  hammer, 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  pen,  graver,  and  pencil,  on  the  other,  with 
equal  ease ;  but  neither  set  of  these  instruments  can  easily  be  used  to 
perfection,  when  there  is  a  sudden  transition,  without  previous  habit, 
from  one  to  the  other.  The  analogy  is  the  same,  as  respects  the  opera- 
tion of  the  stomach.  The  Esquimaux  could  not  be  suddenly  brought 
to  live  on  a  diet  of  rice,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  tropics  could  hardly 
digest  a  meal  composed  principally  of  train  oil. 
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However,  it  is  often  practicable,  and  it  is  usually  the  best  way,  to  train 
various  organs,  and  to  exercise  several  faculties,  at  the  same  time.  Thus 
it  is  well  for  mechanics  to  practise  an  hour  or  two  every  day  in  cultivat- 
ing a  garden,  and  the  student  may  perhaps  best  relax  himself  from  sci- 
entific pursuits,  by  regularly  pursuing  some  mechanical  employment,  or 
engaging  in  athletic  exertion. 

The  stomach  admits,  and  in  civilized  life  seems  to  require,  a  simi- 
lar habitual  change  and  variety.  In  order  to  be  healthy,  or  that  it  may 
endure  the  various  accidents  to  which  it  is  necessarily  subject  in  the  sup- 
ply and  quality  of  food,  it  must  be  habituated  to  the  use  of  all  the  com- 
mon articles  of  diet.  When  this  habit  is  established,  scarcely  any  kind 
of  provision  is  found  to  be  incompatible  with  health. 

These  remarks  are  derived  from  general  observation  and  experience, 
and  are  not  the  result  of  theoretical  speculation,  but  of  common  sense, 
which  is  the  best  of  all  advisers.  We  are  exposed  to  so  many  unforeseen 
changes,  and  are  surrounded  by  such  a  variety  of  circumstances,  that  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  ever  been  designed  that  man  should  be  confined 
to  definite  and  precise  rules  in  his  diet  and  regimen.  It  fully  answers 
our  purpose,  if  we  can  discover  a  few  general  laws,  without  pretending, 
however,  to  construe  them  into  universal  rules,  which  do  not  practically 
admit  of  numerous  and  daily  exceptions.  In  fact,  the  only  universal 
law  seems  to  be,  that  we  should  acquire  such  a  habit  of  variety,  as  not 
to  make  us  liable  to  suffer  materially  from  change.  A  person  is  very 
unpleasantly  situated  when  he  feels  debilitated  the  whole  day  from  the 
omission  of  his  accustomed  coffee  in  the  morning,  or  when  he  finds  his 
stomach  oppressed  by  substituting  a  bowl  of  bread  and  milk  for  his  tea. 
The  reverse  is  equally  true,  when  coffee  used  only  occasionally  causes  a 
distressing  sense  of  fulness  of  the  stomach,  and  a  single  cup  of  tea  is 
followed  by  a  sleepless  night.  It  is  perhaps  equally  bad,  when  a  dinner 
cannot  be  digested  without  the  aid  of  wine  or  ale,  on  the  one  hand  ;  or, 
on  the  other,  when  the  stomach  is  brought  into  such  a  factitious  state  of 
delicacy,  as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  bear  a  glass  of  any  kind  of  fermented 
liquor,  without  the  whole  system  being  set  on  fire.  There  appears  to  be 
an  equally  morbid  acuteness  of  sensibility,  acquired  by  a  forced  habit,  in 
all  these  cases. 

In  our  country,  especially  among  the  people  in  a  medium  condition  of 
life  and  of  correct  morals,  the  principal  danger  appears  to  arise,  almost 
exclusively,  from  the  present  fashionable  doctrine  of  ultra  abstinence, 
and  of  the  diminution  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  food.  From  adopt- 
ing these  negative  practices  suddenly,  and  carrying  them  to  a  great  ex- 
treme, the  stomach  is  apt  soon  to  lose  its  tone,  and  to  become  incapable 
of  bearing  almost  anything  substantial.  One  article  of  nutriment  after 
another  is  abstracted,  till  finally,  nothing  capable  of  invigorating  the  de- 
bilitated powers  of  life  can  be  taken  without  producing  intolerable  gas- 
tric uneasiness.    An  incurable  marasmus  is  the  frequent  result. 

The  mental  consequences,  which  follow  such  a  course,  if  possible,  are 
still  worse.  The  habit  of  watching  the  immediate,  temporary  effect  of 
every  mouthful  taken  into  the  stomach,  of  examining  and  discussing  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  every  article  that  is  swallowed,  and  of  regarding 
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minutely  the  supposed  result  as  to  health,  usually  produce  a  state  of 
mind,  which  amounts  at  least  to  monomania,  if  not  to  general  insanity. 
To  a  patient  of  this  description,  whose  morbid  sensitiveness  of  stomach, 
arising  from  keeping  the  mind  constantly  upon  the  subject  of  food,  was 
such  as  to  nauseate  almost  every  article  of  nourishment,  a  late  distin- 
guished physician  prescribed  broth,  made  by  boiling  in  pure  water  the 
shadow  of  a  bird  that  had  died  of  starvation,  as  diet  most  in  accordance 
with  the  whims  of  the  monomaniac.  It  had  been  objected  to  every- 
thing previously  proposed,  that  it  was  too  strong  for  so  feeble  a  stomach 
to  bear.  Though  the  healthy  stomach  is  an  involuntary  organ,  yet  its 
diseased  susceptibility  may  become  so  great,  as  to  make  it  as  certainly 
influenced  by  the  imagination  and  will,  as  most  of  the  voluntary  muscles. 

Every  physician  must  have  frequently  met  with  a  state  of  mind  so  in- 
tense upon  what  the  stomach  can  bear,  even  in  acute  diseases,  as  to  neu- 
tralize or  destroy  the  effect  of  remedies,  otherwise  clearly  indicated,  on 
the  one  hand,  or  to  give  a  very  salutary  efficiency  to  those  which  were 
naturally  inert  on  the  other.  This  is  the  great  source  of  all  the  real  cures 
that  are  performed  by  quacks.  This  is  also  the  means  which  empirics 
and  prejudiced  attendants  employ,  to  injure  the  prescriptions  of  regular 
physicians.  The  mind  acquires  a  controlling  influence  over  the  opera- 
tions of  the  body  ;  and  with  respect  to  diet,  the  influence  of  the  com- 
mon popular  notions  is  usually  most  decidedly  pernicious. 

The  first  endeavor  with  a  dyspeptic  patient  should  ever  be  directed  to 
turn  his  mind  from  his  stomach,  and  direct  it  to  some  object  with  which 
he  may  amuse  himself  without  danger.  All  lawful  efforts  should  be 
made  to  convince  him  that  there  is  nothing  deleterious  in  ordinary  food  ; 
or  if  there  should  be  any  trifling  inconvenience,  that  it  may  be  easily  re- 
moved by  some  mild  remedy.  He  should  be  gradually  brought  to  eat 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  something  that  is  nutritious.  The  stimulus  of 
distension  alone,  is  no  small  item  in  the  process  of  healthy  digestion. 
From  the  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  arrive  at 
sound  health,  upon  the  principles  of  starvation.  Senex. 

Aug.  3,  1836. 


AMERICAN  SURGERY  IN  CHINA. 

EXCISION  OF   A  TUMOR  IN  THE   OPHTHALMIC    HOSPITAL,  UNDER    THE   CHARGE   OF  REV. 

DR.  PARKER. 

The  patient  was  a  girl  thirteen  years  old,  of  comparatively  good  health, 
very  cheerful  and  affectionate  in  her  disposition,  but  sadly  disfigured  by 
a  large  tumor  protruding  from  one  side  of  the  head,  presenting  almost 
the  appearance  of  a  double-headed  child.  The  tumor  began  a  little 
above  the  right  eye,  and  enlarging  to  about  one  fourth  the  size  of  the 
whole  head,  extended  in  front  of  the  ear  to  a  line  with  the  mouth,  ex- 
hibiting at  once  a  case  of  much  surgical  delicacy  and  difficulty.  It  hung 
over  the  right  eye  so  as  entirely  to  depress  the  lid,  and  distort  the  posi- 
tion of  the  eye-brow,  part  of  which  apparently  grew  upon  the  swelling; 
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and  so  rapid  was  its  increase,  that  it  attained  two  thirds  of  its  present 
size  within  the  last  three  months  ;  and  had  it  not  been  removed,  it  would 
probably  soon  have  resolved  itself  into  an  issue,  and  eventually  drained 
away  the  sufferer's  life. 

After  mature  consideration,  Dr.  Parker  determined  to  extirpate  it,  and 
was  happily  confirmed  in  his  decision  by  the  advice  of  several  of  his 
medical  brethren,  whose  assistance  was  generously  given  on  the  occasion. 
Yesterday  morning  was  the  time  appointed  for  the  operation,  and  in  the 
presence  of  several  gentlemen,  it  was  successfully  removed.  This,  so 
far  as  w7e  know,  is  the  first  operation  of  the  kind  ever  performed  in  Can- 
ton, by  a  foreign  practitioner  upon  a  native  ;  and  though  we  cannot  thus 
early  predict  the  ultimate  result,  yet  from  reasonable  suppositions  may 
we  not  infer  that  this  striking  specimen  of  "  barbarian  "  skill,  augmented 
as  it  is  by  almost  daily  exhibitions  of  medical  charity  and  relief,  will  tend 
in  no  small  degree  to  meliorate  the  prejudices,  and  remove  the  barriers 
which  now  exist  to  the  free  intercourse  of  nations  with  China. 

I  am  most  happy  now  to  state,  that  the  goodness  of  the  Divine  Physi- 
cian has  been  most  signal.  The  child  rallied  most  happily  from  the 
shock  of  the  operation.  The  wound  healed  by  the  first  intention,  no 
inflammation  has  attended,  and  the  patient  uniformly  says,  when  asked, 
that  she  has  no  pain.  She  is  cheerful  and  playful,  as  though  nothing 
had  occurred  ;  or  rather  as  though  she  felt  herself  relieved  of  a  burden 
and  delivered  from  a  gloomy  prospect. 

Since  operating  upon  this  child,  an  adult  Chinese  has  presented  him- 
self, with  a  tumor,  suspended  from  below  his  ear  and  extending  down  his 
neck,  which  is  full  half  as  large  as  his  head,  and  has  been  twenty-eight 
years  in  attaining  its  present  magnitude.  The  patient  otherwise  enjoys 
perfect  health;  and  though  1  have  not  yet  determined  upon  the  removal 
of  it,  I  think  it  may  be  found  practicable.  Among  my  new  patients,  to- 
day, was  a  woman  with  a  large  cancer  of  the  breast,  which  appears  fa- 
vorable for  an  operation.  Cases  of  peculiar  interest  are  constantly  oc- 
curring. Eight  hundred  patients  have  been  received  since  the  4th  of 
November.  The  mere  labor  of  prescribing  for  so  many  has  not  been 
trifling ;  and  the  responsibility  and  anxiety,  which  the  physician  can  best 
appreciate,  for  the  lives  and  health  of  those  entrusted  to  him,  have  been 
as  much  as  I  am  able  to  sustain. 
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NECESSITY  OF  REPORTING  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A  prosecution  having  recently  taken  place  in  this  city,  in  consequence 
of  the  neglect  on  the  part  of  a  physician  to  report  to  the  health  office  a 
case  of  modified  smallpox,  we  republish,  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession, 
the  law  of  this  Commonwealth  respecting  smallpox  and  other  dangerous 
diseases. 
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The  inhabitants  of  any  town  may  establish,  within  the  same  town,  and 
be  constantly  provided  with,  one  or  more  hospitals  for  the  reception  of 
persons,  having  the  smallpox  or  other  disease  which  may  be  dangerous 
to  the  public  health. 

All  such  hospitals  shall  be  subject  to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the 
board  of  health,  or  a  committee  of  such  town,  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

No  such  hospital  shall  be  established  within  one  hundred  rods  of  any 
inhabited  dwelling  house,  situated  in  any  adjoining  town,  without  the  con- 
sent of  such  adjoining  town. 

If  any  person  shall  inoculate  any  other  person,  or  inoculate  himself, 
or  suffer  himself  to  be  inoculated,  with  the  smallpox,  unless  at  some  hos- 
pital licensed  and  authorized  by  law,  he  shall,  for  each  offence,  forfeit  a 
sum  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  to  the  use  of  the  town  in  which 
such  offence  shall  have  been  committed. 

When  any  hospital  shall  be  so  established,  the  physician,  the  persons 
inoculated  or  sick  therein,  the  nurses,  attendants,  and  all  persons,  who 
shall  approach,  or  come  within  the  limits  of  the  same,  and  all  such  furni- 
ture and  other  articles,  as  shall  be  used  or  brought  there,  shall  be  subject 
to  such  regulations,  as  may  be  made  by  the  board  of  health,  or  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose. 

When  the  smallpox,  or  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public 
health,  shall  break  out  in  any  town,  the  selectmen  or  board  of  health 
thereof  shall  immediately  provide  such  hospital  or  place  of  reception  for 
the  sick  and  infected,  as  they  shall  judge  best  for  their  accommodation 
and  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  such  hospitals  and  places  of  re- 
ception shall  be  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  board  of  health,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  for  established  hospitals;  and 
the  board  of  health  shall  cause  such  sick  and  infected  persons  to  be  re- 
moved to  such  hospitals  or  places  of  reception,  unless  the  condition  of 
the  sick  person  be  such  as  not  to  admit  of  removal  without  danger  of  life; 
in  which  case,  the  house  or  place  where  the  sick  shall  remain,  shall  be 
considered  as  an  hospital,  to  every  purpose  before  mentioned  ;  and  all 
persons  residing  in,  or  in  any  way  concerned  with  the  same,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  of  the  board  of  health  as  before  provided. 

When  the  smallpox,  or  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public 
health,  is  found  to  exist  in  any  town,  the  selectmen  and  board  of  health 
shall  use  all  possible  care  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  infection,  and 
to  give  public  notice  of  infected  places  to  travellers,  by  displaying  red 
flags  at  proper  distances,  and  by  all  other  means,  which  in  their  judgment 
shall  be  most  effectual  for  the  common  safety. 

If  any  physician  or  other  person,  in  any  of  the  hospitals  or  places  of 
reception  before  mentioned,  or  who  shall  attend,  approach  or  be  concern- 
ed with  the  same,  shall  violate  any  of  the  regulations  lawfully  made  in  re- 
lation thereto,  either  with  respect  to  himself,  or  his  or  any  other  person's 
property,  the  person  so  offending  shall,  for  each  offence,  forfeit  a  sum  not 
less  than  ten  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

When  any  householder  shall  know  that  any  person  within  his  family  is 
taken  sick  of  the  smallpox,  or  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public 
health,  he  shall  immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the  selectmen  or  board 
of  health  of  the  town  in  which  he  dwells  ;  and  if  he  shall  refuse  or  neg- 
lect to  give  such  notice,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

When  any  physician  shall  know  that  any  person,  whom  he  is  called  to 
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visit,  is  infected  with  the  smallpox,  or  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the 
public  health,  such  physician  shall  immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
selectmen,  or  board  of  health  of  the  town  in  which  the  diseased  person 
may  be  ;  and  every  physician,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such 
notice,  shall  forfeit  for  each  offence  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars. 


THE  DUBLIN  DISSECTOR.* 

Our  friend  Jordan,  No.  121  Washington  street,  to  whom  we  refer  stu- 
dents and  physicians,  with  pleasure,  who  are  desirous  of  patronizing 
medical  periodicals  from  any  part  of  the  world,  handed  us  this  book  the 
other  day.  It  appears  to  have  been  republished  at  Washington,  some 
months  ago,  but  not  having  been  thrown  into  this  market  very  seasonably, 
has  been  unfortunately  unnoticed. 

Having  a  decided  partiality  for  anatomical  pursuits,  it  was  possible  to 
be  deceived  in  its  value  through  a  love  for  the  science;  and  on  this  ac- 
count, therefore,  we  have  taken  the  opinions  of  those  who  could  have  no 
motive  for  misrepresenting  its  claims.  It  is  in  bad  taste  to  publish  any- 
thing anonymously  :  it  carries  the  idea  of  peculiar  distrust  of  the  author 
in  his  own  qualifications.  However,  in  this  instance,  the  text  requires  no 
fostering  by  a  name.  Whoever  consults  the  Dublin  Dissector,  will  dis- 
cover its  excellencies.  Dr.  Lewis  says  it  is  an  unrivalled  guide  in  the 
dissecting  room. 

These  elementary  systems  of  anatomy,  for  such  they  may  with  pro- 
priety be  regarded,  are  so  plenty,  that  it  is  beginning  to  be  an  object  to 
have  a  choice.  We  suspect,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  stereo- 
typed, that  Dr.  Patterson  has  had  something  to  do  with  its  republication 
in  the  United  States.  Whatever  has  passed  the  ordeal  of  his  critical  ex- 
amination, may  be  safely  trusted  to  in  matters  of  science.  Medical 
schools  would  do  well  to  introduce  this  manual  of  anatomy  as  a  text  book. 
Without  being  heavy  or  obscure,  the  descriptions  are  both  concise  and 
correct. 

It  is  very  strange  that  some  competent  person  does  not  remodel  and 
reprint  Bell's  Dissector,  a  once  popular  guide  in  practical  anatomy. 
The  last  American  edition,  from  Baltimore,  was  an  insult.  Besides  typo- 
graphical errors  in  abundance,  there  were  other  defects,  in  themselves 
enough  to  condemn  the  edition  past  redemption. 

Without  any  reservations,  the  Dublin  Dissector  is  what  it  purports  to 
be— a  standard — an  unerring  guide. 


Hanson's  Compound  Lever  Tooth  Extractor. — Such  is  the  name  of  a 
new  and  beautifully  finished  instrument,  invented  by  Mr.  M.  P.  Hanson, 
of  Bangor,  Me.  which  has  been  patented.  To  raise  the  tooth  perpen- 
dicularly from  the  socket,  instead  of  racking  out  laterally,  to  the  peril  of 
the  bone,  has  been  the  object  of  the  ingenious  mechanic  who  devised  it. 
On  a  careful  examination  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  power  is  ap- 


*The  Dublin  Dissector,  or  Manual  of  Anatomy,  comprising  a  concise  description  of  the  bones, 
muscles,  vessels,  nerves  and  viscera  ;  also  the  relative  anatomy  of  the  different  regions  of  the  hu- 
man body,  for  the  use  of  students  in  the  dissecting  room.  By  a  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  in  Ireland.  First  American,  from  the  second  Dublin  edition.  Washington,  Duff  Green, 
1835. 
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plied,  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  Mr.  Hanson  has  succeeded  in  his 
design.  Dr.  Bemis,  of  this  city,  several  years  ago  produced  a  tooth  ex- 
tractor very  similar,  as  it  regards  construction.  His  success  in  the  prac- 
tical application  of  it,  in  drawing  the  worst  class  of  diseased  teeth,  is 
well  known  in  the  wide  circle  of  his  dental  practice.  It  is  high  time  that 
the  old  fashioned  keys — the  very  worst  engines  of  torture — were  thrown 
aside.  An  immense  amount  of  suffering  arising  from  fractured  jaws,  and 
crushed  gums,  to  say  nothing  of  minor  evils,  has  heen  produced  by  those 
miserable  contrivances. 

Physicians  are  quite  prone  to  imagine  that  improvements  are  innova- 
tions, and  therefore,  as  a  general  rule,  in  regard  to  surgical  apparatus, 
adhere  pertinaciously  to  instruments  they  are  accustomed  to,  as  they 
would  to  tried  friends.  But  in  mechanics,  the  world  is  growing  wiser  con- 
tinually. They  are  bound  to  consult  the  comfort  of  their  patients,  and 
on  this  ground,  the  best  tooth  extractor  an  operator  can  purchase,  is  an 
evidence  of  his  philanthropy.  Mr.  Hanson's  claim  to  patronage  is  strong, 
and  we  wish  him  all  possible  success.  He  should  have  them  on  sale 
throughout  the  United  States,  if  he  would  have  them  appreciated. 


Coombe  Lijing-ln  Hospital,  Dublin. — "  The  registry  of  cases  kept  in 
the  house  for  the  six  months  preceding  the  first  day  of  November,  1835, 
shows  that,  within  that  period,  of  713  females  who  have  been  delivered 
within  its  walls,  626  labors  proceeded  according  to  the  usual  routine  of 
nature,  and  eighty-seven  presented  departures  from  that  course.  Of 
these  latter,  nine  were  cases  of  breech  presentation,  fourteen  were  abor- 
tions, two  elbow  presentations,  five  twins,  four  attended  with  hemorrhages, 
seven  instrumental,  of  which  latter,  in  two,  the  crotchet  was  used  to 
break  up  the  child  in  order  to  extract  it  ;  in  two  ruptured  uterus,  and  in 
five  retained  placenta,  occurred.  The  remainder  of  these  cases  did  not 
present  any  particular  event,  although  coming  under  the  head  of  irregu- 
lar labors.  There  is  also  attached  to  the  hospital  what  is  termed  an  ex- 
terne  department,  affording  assistance  to  females  who,  from  any  particular 
circumstance,  cannot  avail  themselves  of  the  comforts  of  the  house,  and 
are  confined  in  their  own  homes.  The  registry  of  the  latter  class  of 
cases  shows,  that,  within  the  same  period,  8 1 1  females  were  delivered, 
and  attended  through  their  confinements,  without  the  doors  of  the  hospital. 
Of  this  number  702  were  natural  labors,  and  109  irregular.  Of  the  lat- 
ter, thirteen  were  breech  presentations,  twenty-nine  were  abortions,  eight 
twin  cases,  one  triplet  (three  children  at  a  birth),  eight  cases  of  hemorr- 
hage, two  instrumental,  nine  retained  placenta,  five  footlings,  two  funis 
presentations,  one  arm  presentation,  two  placenta  presentations,  and 
three  convulsions,  making  in  all  an  aggregate  of  1524  cases,  of  which 
1328  were  natural,  and  196  were  variations  therefrom." 


Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. — No  institution  in  this  coun- 
try has  achieved  a  more  desirable  reputation  ;  to  uncommon  energy,  is 
united  the  true  spirit  of  medical  inquiry.  In  the  annual  circular,  announc- 
ing the  approaching  lecture  term,  which  will  commence  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  November,  we  notice  that  Dr.  Dunglison,  formerly  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Virginia,  but  more  recently  in  the  chair  of  materia  medica,  at 
Baltimore,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine 
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and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  accepted  the  call.  Three  hundred  and 
sixty-four  pupils  were  matriculated  the  last  season.  The  Professors  Mc 
Clellans  are  the  men  to  raise  the  reputation  of  any  school.  Gentlemanly 
manners  secure  friends,  while  sour,  cheerless,  dignified  moroseness,  as 
certainly  operate  against  the  private  interest  of  teachers  and  the  popu- 
larity of  the  best  regulated  colleges  in  Christendom. 


Medical  Journals  in  Germany. — Journal  der  Practichen  Heilkunde — 
Journal  of  Practical  Medicine,  edited  by  C.  W.  Hufeland  and  E.  Osann, 
Berlin.  This  very  generally  known  periodical,  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
Germany,  having  reached  its  eighty-first  volume.  It  is  published  month- 
ly, at  Berlin,  in  the  Roman  character,  octavo  form,  and  contains  128 
pages,  monthly — six  numbers  making  a  volume.  The  price  is  five  rix  dol- 
lars and  sixteen  groschen  a  year.  No  single  numbers  are  sold,  as  in 
England. 

Die  Bibliolheh  Praktichen  Heilkunde. — Herausgegeben  Von  C.  W. 
Hufeland  and  E.  Ossann,  or  the  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  &c. 
This  is  just  half  the  size  of  the  first,  by  the  same  editors,  and  is  really 
nothing  more  than  the  review  department  of  their  monthly  Journal.  It 
costs  precisely  half  the  price- of  the  other. 

Journal  der  Chirurgie  und  Jlugen  Heilkunde. — Journal  of  Surgery  and 
Ophthalmology— Edited  by  C.  F.  V.  Grafe  and  Ph.  V.  Walther,  Ber- 
lin. This  has  reached  the  twenty-third  volume,  a  tolerable  evidence  of 
steady  patronage.  No  regular  day  of  publication  is  observed  by  the 
publishers.  Each  number  usually  contains  from  180  to  190  pages,  or 
from  10  to  11  sheets.  Four  numbers,  making  a  volume,  are  issued  in 
a  year,  at  the  cost  of  four  dollars  per  annum.     This  is  in  Roman  letter. 

JYeue  Wissentschaftlicfie  Annalen  der  gesammten  Heilkunde. — New  An- 
nals of  Medical  Science,  edited  by  Dr.  J.  F.  C.  Hecker,  Berlin.  When 
13  volumes  had  been  completed  last  year,  a  new  series  was  commenced, 
with  new  added  to  the  title.  Each  number  contains  eight  sheets,  or  128 
pages  :  (here  are  four  numbers  in  the  year.  The  price  is  two  dollars  and 
sixteen  groschen  a  year. 

Mcdicinische  Jahrbiicher  des  Kuiserl.  Konigl.  Osterreichischcn  Staates. — 
Medical  Annals  of  the  Austrian  Empire,  edited  by  Dr.  A.  J.  Freyherrn 
Von  Stifft,  and  Dr.  Joh.  N.  E.  Von  Raiman,  Vienna.  Each  number 
contains  ten  sheets,  with  about  160  pages,  8vo.  monthly — six  numbers 
making  a  volume  ;  price  four  dollars  and  eight  groschen  per  volume. 

Jlllgemeines  Repertorium  der  Gesammten  Deutschcn  Medizinisch-  Chirur- 
gischen  Journalistik. — General  Repertory  of  the  whole  Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal  Journalistics  of  Germany,  edited  by  C.  F.  Kleinert,  M.D.,  Leipzig. 
A  monthly  octavo,  of  184  pages  each,  costing  seven  dollars  a  year.  It 
has  lived  nine  years,  and  consists  of  a  republication  of  the  original 
art  icles  from  the  other  Journals  in  Germany — probably  forty  in  all,  not  in- 
cluding a  dozen  devoted  to  the  sciences. 


Antidote  to  the  Bites  of  Serpents. — The  inhabitants  of  the  western 
world  have  fortunately  an  antidote  to  the  bites  of  the  most  venomous 
serpents,  in  the  plant  vejuco  guaco  ;  the  former  word  signifies  a  withe, 
the  latter  is  the  name  of  a  species  of  hawk  which  feeds  upon  serpents  ; 
which  name  has  been  given  to  a  plant  that  this  hawk  is  in  the  habit  of 
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going  to  when  wounded  in  its  conflicts  with  the  serpents.  Humboldt 
saw  its  efficacy  tried  in  two  instances.  A  gentleman  who  has  travelled 
much  in  South  America,  and  whose  authority  is  not  to  be  disputed,  saw 
its  efficacy  put  to  the  test  on  several  occasions,  and  it  always  succeeded. 
From  all  the  accounts  given  of  it  by  those  who  have  seen  its  wonderful 
effects,  it.  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  plants  in  that  region. 
Humboldt  calls  it  guaco  mikania.  It  was  discovered  first  by  a  negro,  who 
afterwards  made  a  practice  of  handling  the  most  venomous  snakes,  and 
with  perfect  impunity.  Humboldt  observed,  that  when  he  pointed  a  stick 
moistened  at  the  end  with  a  tincture  of  guaco,  the  serpent  invariably 
turned  away  its  head  ;  but  while  he  pointed  a  stick  without  the  guaco,  it 
did  not  move.  The  negroes  and  Indians,  before  they  handle  a  snake, 
inoculate  themselves  in  four  or  five  places  with  the  guaco,  and  also  take 
some  spoonfuls  internally  of  a  tincture  of  it,  and  when  bitten  immediate- 
ly apply  the  chewed  or  dried  leaf  to  the  bite. 


Chloride  of  Soda  for  sore  Nipples. — Dr.  Chapin,  in  a  memoir  in  the 
Gazette  Medicale  de  Paris,  says,  that  of  all  the  means  recommended 
for  sore  nipples,  nothing  has  so  well  succeeded  in  his  hands,  as  frequent- 
ly repeated  lotions  with  Chloride  of  Soda.  In  one  or  two  days,  he  says, 
it  will  often  effect  a  cure. — Amer.  Jour. 


Died— In  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Orin  Wright,  M.D.  aged  46. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  August  13,  29.    Males,  8 — females, 21. 


BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  183(3  will  commence  the  last  Thursday  in  August,  and  continue 
thirteen  weeks. 

H.  H.  Childs,M.  D.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 
E.  Bartlett,  M.D.  Pathological  Anatomy. 
David  Palmer,  M.D.  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 
C.  Dewey,  M.D.  Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy. 
W.  Parker,  M.D.  Surgery  and  Physiology. 
R.  Watts,  Jr.  M.D.  General  and  Special  Anatomy. 
Hon.  Henry  Hubbard,  Legal  Medicine. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  in  issuing  their  annual  Circular,  believe  them- 
selves justified  in  promising  to  those  young  men,  whose  local  situation  or  whose  personal  predilec- 
tions may  lead  them  to  a  connection  with  the  School,  a  course  of  public  instruction  as  thorough,  effi- 
cient and  practical  as  can  be  enjoyed  at  any  of  our  various  medical  establishments.    To  the  branches 
heretofore  taught,  which  have  been  the  same  as  in  other  American  Medical  Schools,  arrangements- 
have  been  made  for  the  addition  of  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  Pathological  Anatomy,  to  be  illustrat- 
ed by  morbid  specimens  and  by  an  extensive  series  of  colored  representations  of  diseased  structures. 

By  legalizing  the  study  of  Anatomy,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  furnished  its  Schools 
with  superior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy.  It  has  also,  by  this  provision,  most  effectually 
guarded  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  against  all  violation. 

Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  those  who  have  received  the  degree  of  M.D. 
are  admitted  gratuitously  to  the  Lectures.  The  degree  of  M.D.  is  conferred  at  the  annual  Com- 
mencement of  the  Institution  and  at  the  Commencement  of  Williams  College.  The  requisitions  for 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  are  three  full  years  study  under  a  regular  practitioner,  attendance 
on  two  full  Courses  of  medical  lectures  in  regularly  established  medical  institutions,  an  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  good  moral  character. 

Fee  for  the  whole  course  of  Lectures  is  $50  •  those  who  have  already  attended  two  full  courses  at 
an  incorporated  medical  school,  pay  $10.  Graduation,  $16.  Board,  including  room  rent,  washing 
and  lodging,  $2  per  week  ;  without  washing,  $1  83  cents. 

In  one  week  after  the  close  of  the  Public  Lectures,  commences  the  winter  Reading  Term,  which 
continues  12  weeks,  and  is  devoted  to  Practical  Anatomy,  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery 
and  Obstetrics.  By  order  of  the  Trustees, 

Pittsfield,  June  29,  1836.  P.  L.  HALL,  Secretary. 

Note.— The  following  authors  are  recommended  to  be  read  by  the  students  during  the  Lecture  Term. 
On  Anatomy,  C.  Bell,  Horner,  Cloquet,  and  Wistar. 
Surgery,  S.  Cooper,  W.  Gibson,  and  Sir  A-  Cooper's  Works. 
Practice  and  Theory,  Gregory,  Good,  Eberle,  Dewees,  and  Mackintosh. 
Obstetrics,  J.  Burns,  Dewees,  and  London  Practice. 
Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Beck,  Chapman,  and  Eberle. 
Chemistry,  Brande,  Turner  and  Beck. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  Andral,  Louis,  Horner,  Gross  cn  the  Bones.  July  27— tS. 
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PEPPERELL  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

Dr.  Nehemiah  Cutter  would  inform  his  friends  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  Pepperell 
and  has  taken  charge  of  the  institution  for  invalids,  at  that  place,  to  which  he  will  devote  strict 
personal  attention  at  all  tunes.  He  solicits  a  continuance  of  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  his 
friends  and  the  public  generally. 

Pepperell,  Mass.  July  27,  1836.  Aug.  3— tf 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  in 
Mason  Street,  Boston,  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  next,  at  1-4  before  9  A.  M.  and  will  con- 
tinue three  months.  For  one  month  after  the  end  of  the  course  Lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  Dissecting  Room  will  be  open  to  such  Students  as  may  remain,  without  additional  fee. 
Such  Students  may  also  attend  the  Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Anatomy  and  Operations  in  Surgery,       -         -  -  Dr.  Warren. 

Chemistry,  Dr.  Webster. 

Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Bigelow. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,      -  Dr.  Channing. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  -  Dr.  Hayward. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,         -  -  Dr.  Ware. 

Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  usual  on  the  cases  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
New  Dissecting  Room. — A  new  Dissecting  Room  is  now  building,  and  will  be  finished  before  the 
Lectures  begin.  It  will  occupy  all  the  vacant  land  at  the  East  of  the  Medical  College.  Every  care 
is  taking  to  make  this  important  part  of  the  Medical  School  as  perfect  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  fur- 
nish to  the  Student  ample  facilities  for  prosecuting  his  Anatomical  studies.  The  legal  enactments  of 
the  State,  so  liberally  and  so  wisely  framed,  will  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  applied  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  important  objects.  WALTER  CHANNING,  Dean. 
Jul}  ,  183(3.  eoptN 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  OF  THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT— Fairfield, 
Herkimer  Co. — The  next  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks.    The  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  Dr.  McNaughton. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  -  -  -  Dr.  Hadley. 

On  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Dr.  Delamater. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  -  -  Dr.  Beck. 

On  Surgery  and  Midwifery,  -  jO0-         -  -  Dr.  Mussey. 

Dr.  Willoughby  will  also  lecture  on  the  lattettyanch. 
Tickets  for  the  whole  course,  $56. 

Any  further  information  that  is  desired  may  be^obtained  from  either  of  the  above  professors. 

JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 
Fairfield,  Herkimer  Co.  N.  Y.  Aug.  10.— 4t 

VERMONT  ACADEMY  OF  MEDICINE, 

AT   CASTLETON,  VT. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  second  Thursday  in  August  next, 
and  continue  fourteen  weeks.    Lectures  on 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Materia  Medica,  by  William  Tully,  M.D. 
Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  by  Theodore  Woodward,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by  John  D'Wcjlf,  Jr.  A.M. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  James  H.  Abmsby,  M.D. 
Fees  for  the  Course,  $45.    Graduating  fee,  $1G.    Matriculating  fee,  $3.                     Jy27— 4t. 
July  22,  1836.  

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  ,dn  the  cases  they  witness  there,  instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry      by     Dr.  Channtng. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery     -   ,-      -      -      -      -      -      -    "      Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        __.  Dr.  Lkwis. 

The  students  arc  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiringaknowledgeof  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  .~>100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  theTremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

John  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDfOAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  GLAPP,  JR.  at.  Icil  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance.' <%3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
»■  v.-ry  seventh  copy  jrraii-:. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
f  itjsfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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ON  PILES. 

BY  FREDERICK   SALMON,   F.R.C.S.  LONDON. 

One  of  the  most  frequent,  and,  if  ever  diseased  action  may  be  so  con- 
sidered, salutary  consequences  of  stricture  of  the  rectum,  is  the  forma- 
tion of  piles,  than  which  an  affection  more  common  to  all  classes  and 
ages  of  people  could  not  perhaps  be  mentioned.  So  prevalent,  indeed, 
is  the  disease  in  this  country,  that  till  it  has  proceeded  to  some  con- 
siderable extent,  persons  not  unfrequently  do  not  consider  it  requi- 
site to  consult  their  medical  advisers  upon  the  subject,  but  are  content 
either  to  use  the  nostrums  of  some  reputed  quack,  or  such  topical  appli- 
cations as  may  be  recommended  by  some  kind  friend,  who  has  experi- 
enced relief  from  the  like  source.  In  the  milder  forms  of  piles,  surgi- 
cal attendance  is  not  always  necessary ;  too  often,  however,  from  pro- 
tracted neglect,  they  become  an  equally  formidable  and  painful  malady. 

A  just  consideration  of  the  causes  of  any  disease  will  be  our  best 
guide  not  only  to  prevent  its  occurrence,  but  likewise  as  to  the  method 
of  treatment  we  should  adopt  for  its  removal  or  alleviation ;  let  us  there- 
fore briefly  inquire  into  the  causes  of  piles. 

Various  as  these  will  be  found,  they  all  tend  towards  the  same  re- 
sults;  viz.  deposition  in  the  cellular  tissue,  which  unites  the  mucous  and 
muscular  tunics  of  the  rectum  ;  distension  of  the  minute  vessels  of  its 
mucous  coat,  and  more  or  less  enlargement  of  the  hemorrhoidal  veins. 
Piles  may  therefore  be  produced  by  any  circumstance,  constitutional  or 
mechanical,  which  preternaturally  excites,  or  mechanically  obstructs,  the 
circulation  in  these  particular  parts.  Thus  they  not  uncommonly  arise 
from  an  injudicious  perseverance  in  the  use  of  peculiar  or  violent  pur- 
gative medicines,  or  excessive  bodily  exertion,  particularly  horse  exercise  ; 
hence,  also,  results  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  persons  accustomed  to 
a  sedentary  mode  of  life,  the  warmth  excited  from  the  constant  sitting  po- 
sition of  the  body  promoting  an  inordinate  action  in  the  vessels  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  rectum  ;  while  the  want  of  proper  exercise  induces  a 
torpid  and  confined  state  of  the  bowels,  in  a  great  degree  assisted  by  a 
deficiency  in  the  biliary  secretion. 

I  believe  the  disease  is  often  caused,  or  much  increased,  from  the 
fashionable,  yet  pernicious  custom  of  sitting  upon  chairs  having  hair  or 
stuffed  seats.     Persons,  especially  those  whose  occupations  are  of  a 
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sedentary  description,  should  accustom  themselves  to  use  chairs,  the 
seats  of  which  are  composed  of  cane,  formed  into  a  net  work. 

The  soft  blue  haemorrhoidal  tumor  which  may  be  said  to  be  the  true 
pile,  will  always  be  found  in  conjunction  with  an  enlarged,  or  otherwise 
diseased  condition  of  the  liver,  which  circumstance  is  physiologically  ex- 
plained, when  we  consider  the  immediate  connection  that  exists  between 
the  vena  porta  and  the  haemorrhoidal  veins.  From  this  cause,  these 
veins  will  sometimes  become  distended  to  so  great  a  degree,  as  to  form 
tumors  of  a  very  considerable  size  ;  and  I  have  seen  an  instance,  in 
which  from  extreme  enlargement  of  the  haemorrhoidal  veins,  the  fore- 
finger could  not  be  introduced  into  the  rectum  beyond  the  first  joint; 
the  patient  was  likewise  the  subject  of  fistula  in  ano. 

Another  effect  of  irritation  in  the  rectum  is,  that  coagulable  lymph  is 
from  time  to  time  thrown  out  upon  the  inner  coat  of  the  intestine,  but 
more  particularly  in  the  cellular  tissue  which  connects  the  mucous  and 
muscular  portions  of  the  bowel.  This  deposition  organizes  and  gradual- 
ly increases,  till  at  last  a  huge  mass  of  superstructure  is  formed,  which 
is  productive  of  extreme  annoyance  and  exquisite  suffering. 

But  another  and  extremely  prevalent  cause  of  the  disease  will  be 
found  in  a  contracted  condition  of  some  part  of  the  rectum,  which  causes 
an  accumulation  of  faeculent  matter  in  the  bowel ;  this  necessarily  irri- 
tates it,  and  sooner  or  later  produces  ulceration  of  some  portion  of  its 
mucous  surface ;  while  the  perpetual  straining  which  accompanies  the 
desire  to  relieve  the  bowels,  the  result  of  the  accumulation,  injects  the 
minute  vessels  of  the  intestine,  distends,  and  finally  causes  them  to  rup- 
ture ;  from  which  sources  arise  the  haemorrhage,  more  or  less  experienced 
by  those  who  are  subject  to  piles.  Now  it  is  not  always  judicious,  sud- 
denly to  correct  this  effect,  for  although  it  is  a  diseased  action,  it,  not 
unfrequently,  is  the  mode  by  which  nature  relieves  herself,  and  it  thus, 
perhaps,  prevents  the  formation  of  a  more  serious  disease. 

The  foregoing  is,  as  I  believe,  a  brief  and  simple,  yet  correct,  narra- 
tive, both  of  the  formation  of  piles,  and  of  the  haemorrhoidal  excres- 
cence ;  and  1  next  proceed  to  a  few  practical  observations  on  the  treat- 
ment of  these  diseases. 

This,  in  a  great  measure,  must  necessarily  depend  upon  the  cause 
from  which  the  disease  arises.  Should  it  be  connected  with  any  hepat- 
ic affection,  we  of  course  principally  direct  our  efforts  to  restore  the 
healthy  state  of  the  liver.  Surprising  relief  will  often  be  imparted  from 
the  loss  of  four  or  six  ounces  of  blood  at  intervals  repeated  according  to 
the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant.  This  may  be  taken  either  from 
the  arm  or  by  the  application  of  cupping  glasses  to  the  region  of  the 
liver  ;  the  latter  is,  perhaps,  the  most  preferable  mode.  The  applica- 
tion of  leeches  to  the  orifice  of  the  bowel  is  a  valuable  remedy,  in  those 
instances  when  the  tumors  are  situate  within  the  sphincter ;  but  when 
they  are  external  to  it,  I  have  often  found  that  more  irritation  is  pro- 
duced from  the  bites  of  the  leeches  than  benefit  from  the  quantity  of 
blood  which  they  abstract.  Not  unfrequently  they  induce  great  tume- 
faction of  the  parts,  which  seriously  aggravates  the  patient's  sufferings. 
But  in  the  cases  of  internal  piles,  especially  those  which  are  attended 


On  Piles. 


39 


with  any  hepatic  disease,  the  use  of  leeches  will  be  found  of  great  ser- 
vice, for  they  not  only  diminish  the  general  volume  of  the  blood,  but,  by 
unloading  the  vessels  at  the  inferior  portion  of  the  alimentary  canal,  op- 
erate more  immediately  upon  the  affected  parts. 

I  have  lately  been  in  the  habit  of  puncturing  that  description  of  pile 
which  is  almost  wholly  produced  from  distension  of  the  hemorrhoidal  veins, 
with  the  acupuncturation  needle  ;  by  this  method  some  ounces  of  blood 
may  be  abstracted,  which  will  afford  instantaneous  relief  to  the  patient. 
This  plan  may  be  adopted  almost  ad  libitum  by  the  medical  attendant, 
and  is  entirely  free  from  that  apprehension  of  real,  or  imaginary  danger, 
which  by  some  is  considered  to  belong  to  dividing  these  veins  with  the 
lancet ;  which  latter  practice  T  have  often  adopted  with  great  service ; 
neither  have  I  ever  found  any  untoward  result  from  it.  Furthermore,  I 
am  acquainted  with  an  individual  who  was  in  the  habit  of  performing  this 
operation  on  his  own  person,  a  practice  which,  notwithstanding  its  suc- 
cessful issue,  cannot  be  too  strongly  reprobated. 

Evaporating  washes*  are  of  service,  not  only  by  alleviating  the  in- 
flammation in  the  piles,  but  also  that  irritability  of  the  sphincter  which 
almost  invariably  accompanies  the  disease,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 
I  prefer  using  these  in  a  tepid  state,  for  when  they  are  applied  cold,  pa- 
tients are  oftentimes  not  sufficiently  cautious  respecting  their  use  ;  either 
from  inattention,  or  dislike  to  the  momentary  feeling  produced  from  the 
application  of  cold,  they  permit  the  linen  rag  to  get  dry  ;  hence  an  in- 
crease instead  of  a  diminution  of  the  local  action  ensues. 

A  gentle  stimulus  by  an  ointment  applied  to  the  sphincter  twice  or 
thrice  in  the  course  of  the  day,  will,  in  the  milder  attacks  of  the  disease, 
not  uncommonly  be  of  essential  benefit  ;f  this  plan  will  not,  however, 
agree  with  all  constitutions,  and  should  therefore  be  adopted  with 
caution. 

The  administration  of  medicine  forms  a  most  essential  part  of  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  It  is  well  known  that  particular  drugs,  as  for 
example  aloes,  exercise  a  peculiar  action  upon  the  intestinal  canal;  such 
description  of  medicines  are  therefore  to  be  avoided;  large  doses  of  any 
kind  of  purgatives  adopted  as  a  habit  are  improper;  nevertheless,  as  the 
disease  is  often  connected  with  extreme  costiveness,  it  is  best  at  the  com- 
mencement of  an  acute  attack,  to  give  a  brisk  dose  of  medicine,  so  as 
fully  to  unload  the  intestinal  canal,  and  by  such  means  facilitate  the  pro- 
gress of  the  circulation  through  the  rectum.  In  the  milder  forms  of  the 
complaint,  the  bowels  may  be  kept  regular  by  the  use  of  small  doses 
of  castor  oil,  the  confection  before  prescribed,  milk  of  sulphur,  or  any 
mild  aperient. 

The  use  of  enemas,  when  the  situation  of  the  tumors  admits  of  the 


*  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the  following  formula. 
Recipe,  Spirit.  Rorisrnar.  3-ii. 
Aquas  Am.  Ar.et.  giv. 
Mist.  Camphorae,  §x. 
Misce.    Fiat  lotio. 
f  Recipe,  Pulv.  Gum.  Camphoras,  gss. 

 Gallae,  §i. 

 Opii,  9i. 

Ung.  Flor.  Samb.  §1. 
Misce.   Fiat  Unguentum. 
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ready  introduction  of  the  pipe,  ought  never  to  be  omitted  ;  they  not  only 
lessen  the  local  irritability  of  the  parts,  but  sometimes,  by  removing  the 
feculent  collections  in  the  intestine,  supersede  the  necessity  for  any  kind 
of  aperient  medicine.  All  violent  exercise,  particularly  riding,  must  be 
abstained  from.  These,  together  with  a  reasonable  attention  to  diet, 
constitute  the  principal  features  to  be  observed  in  the  ordinary  treatment 
of  piles.  With  the  most  cautious  attention,  however,  the  disease  will 
not  unfrequently  progressively  increase,  till  at  last  we  are  compelled  to 
relieve  our  patient's  affliction  by  the  means  of  operative  surgery  ;  and 
this  brings  me  to  the  next  division  of  my  subject,  viz.  the  removal  of  the 
Hsemorrhoirial  Excrescence. 

It  does  appear  to  me  somewhat  extraordinary  that  the  course  of  treat- 
ment adopted  by  those  of  the  profession  who  have  more  particularly 
studied  this  subject,  should  be  so  widely  dissimilar.  While  we  find  some 
authors  recommending  the  removal  of  the  haemorrhoidal  excrescence  by 
excision,  we  read  of  others  who  advise,  with  equal  confidence,  its  extir- 
pation by  the  ligature.  True  it  is,  that  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  those 
who,  by  their  experience,  may  be  counted  valuable  authority  on  the 
subject,  are  favorable  to  the  operation  by  excision;  thus,  among  the 
ancient  writers  on  surgery,  we  find  it  was  adopted  by  Wiseman,  Petit, 
Le-dran,  Sabatier,  as  well  as  by  many  of  the  present  day,  such  as  Aber- 
nethy,  Hey,  Fletcher,  Ware,  Home,  Kirby,  and  Dupuytren.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mr.  Pott,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Mr.  Copeland,  Mr.  Howship, 
and  others,  practically  acquainted  with  the  subject,  appear  to  favor  the 
removal  of  the  disease  by  the  ligature. 

With  such  a  weight  of  evidence  before  me,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  con- 
sidered presumptuous  to  offer  any  decided  opinion  upon  the  subject.  I 
believe,  however,  that  although  both  descriptions  of  operations  are  oc- 
casionally liable  to  objections,  these  not  unfrequently  originate  either 
in  the  circumstance  of  the  operation  being  injudiciously  undertaken,  or 
unskilfully  performed  ;  and  that,  if  the  subject  is  dispassionately  consid- 
ered in  all  its  bearings,  the  weight  of  evidence  will  greatly  preponderate 
in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  disease  by  excision. 

To  substantiate  this  position,  let  us  suppose  the  instance  of  a  surgeon 
being  consulted  by  a  patient  suffering  from  an  extreme  case  of  the  hae- 
morrhoidal excrescence.  He  inquires  into  the  state  of  the  patient's  gen- 
eral health,  and  ascertains  that  he  has  not  any  enlarged  or  otherwise 
diseased  condition  of  the  liver;  no  stricture  in  the  rectum,  nor  any 
organic  affection  to  which  the  formation  of  the  excrescences  may  be 
reasonably  attributed.  He  examines  the  part,  and  discovers  one  or 
many  tumors  originating  in  the  rectum,  and  either  protruding  externally, 
or  being  within  the  sphincter.  On  what  is  he  to  found  his  judgment  as 
to  the  removal  of  the  diseased  parts,  by  excision  or  by  ligature?  I 
should  say  not  so  much  upon  the  size  of  the  tumors  and  their  extent  of 
attachment  to  the  rectum,  as  upon  the  condition  of  the  haemorrhoidal 
veins.  When  the  tumors  are  external  to  the  orifice  of  the  bowel,  there 
cannot,  I  think,  br  a  question  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  ought  to 
proceed  ;  since,  as  we  are  able  to  quell  any  haemorrhage  which  may 
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ensue,  we  have  a  perfect  control  over  the  only  circumstance  which,  in 
this  instance,  militates  against  the  operation  by  excision. 

In  the  removal  by  ligature  we  shall  have  to  encounter  much  local 
irritation,  and  not  unfreqwently  severe  constitutional  disturbance,  over 
which,  when  it  is  once  excited,  we  have  a  very  limited  control.  Pro- 
vided there  are  several  tumors,  which  is  a  common  occurrence,  we  shall 
be  necessitated  to  perform  several  operations.  The  application  of  the 
ligature  is  usually  extremely  painful,  its  operation  tedious,  and  not  un- 
frequently  incomplete,  by  reason  of  the  base  of  the  tumor  being  left, 
which  forms  a  nidus  for  the  return  of  the  disease  ;  neither  is  the  danger 
from  haemorrhage  entirely  removed,  for  sometimes  the  ligature  will  get 
loose,  and  slip  off  before  the  vessels  are  completely  separated.  I  know 
an  instance  where  this  circumstance  occurred,  and  which  had  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  the  patient.  The  treatment  after  the  removal  of  the 
tumors  is  likewise  protracted;  and,  lastly,  it  is,  I  think,  inapplicable 
where  there  is  any  material  distension  of  the  haemorrhoidai  veins. 

The  application  of  ligatures  to  veins  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  most  un- 
certain operations  in  surgery.  I  have  so  often  seen  fatal  results  follow 
their  use,  that  1  confess  I  am  not  a  little  prejudiced  against  the  opera- 
tion ;  and  I  believe  that  the  failure  of  the  removal  of  the  excrescence  by 
the  ligature,  is  often  referable  to  the  injudicious  manner  in  which  it  is 
placed  upon  the  enlarged  haemorrhoidai  veins. 

Now  the  removal  of  the  excrescence  by  excision  is  more  expeditious, 
it  is  more  complete,  the  pain  is  less,  as  is  the  danger  either  of  local  in- 
flammation or  of  constitutional  disturbance,  the  parts  heal  more  kindly, 
and  finally,  when  we  are  compelled  to  divide  the  enlarged  hemorrhoidal 
veins,  the  probable  danger  from  haemorrhage  is  not  b>'  any  means  so 
great,  as  that  which  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  constitutional  and 
local  disturbance  which  almost  invariably  follows  the  including  of  them 
in  a  ligature. 

A  reasonabie  objection  may  be  advanced  against  the  operation  by  ex- 
cision, in  the  division  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  part;  but  1  would 
fearlessly  ask,  Is  the  danger  of  inflammation  from  this  cause  greater 
than  that  which  is  likely  to  ensue  from  the  application  of  a  ligature  to 
the  same  part  ?    I  should  think  not. 

I  can  only  say,  that  I  have  for  many  years  been  in  the  habit  of  per- 
forming the  operation  by  excision,  and  that  with  the  most  perfect  suc- 
cess ;  occasionally,  I  have  had  to  encounter  haemorrhage  ;  but  never, 
save  in  one  instance,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  endanger  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient. I  am  inclined,  therefore,  to  believe,  that  when  bleeding  ensues 
to  any  material  extent,  the  tumors  are  accompanied  with  an  enlarged  or 
otherwise  diseased  condition  of  the  liver,  with  stricture  of  the  bowel,  or 
such  an  unhealthy  condition  of  the  constitution,  as  may  give  rise  to  an 
hemorrhagic  disposition  in  the  vessels  at  the  lower  part  of  the  alimenta- 
ry canal  ;  and,  in  the  neglect  of  the  due  observance  of  any  of  which 
circumstances,  not  only  the  danger,  but  the  unsuccessful  issue  of  either 
description  of  operation  is  very  likely  to  originate. 

And  here  I  think  I  should  be  guilty  of  no  inconsiderable  dereliction 
of  duty,  was  I  to  omit  adverting  to  the  careless  manner  in  which  these 
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tumors  are  frequently  removed.  Not  only  are  the  causes  of  the  disease 
altogether  lost  sight  of,  but  its  extirpation  decided  upon  without  the  slight- 
est degree  of  constitutional  preparation  ;  indeed,  were  we  to  judge  from 
the  observations  delivered  in  some  of  the  medical  schools  of  this  me- 
tropolis, it  might  reasonably  be  supposed  that  the  excision  of  piles  was 
an  operation,  altogether  so  simple,  that  it  might  be  performed  at  the 
convenience  either  of  the  surgeon  or  his  patient.  More  than  once  have 
I  known  fatal  results  to  arise  from  this  mistaken  confidence,  this  injudi- 
cious, not  to  say  rash  proceeding  ;  which,  though  it  may  be  practised  per- 
haps many  times  without  any  untoward  result,  is  certain  eventually  not  only 
to  end  in  the  compromise  of  the  surgeon's  reputation,  but  in  what  is  of 
much  greater  moment,  the  loss  of  human  life. 

Prior  to  the  removal  of  the  haemorrhoidal  excrescence  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  surgeon  carefully  to  survey  the  various  points  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded ;  and,  above  all,  cautiously  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  rec- 
tum ;  for,  in  the  early  stages  of  piles,  where  the  disease  is  accompanied 
with  any  contraction  of  the  bowel,  we  shall  often  be  able  to  mitigate  the 
former  by  the  removal  of  the  latter;  I  have  seen  many  instances  which 
confirm  this  observation. 


CEANOTHUS  AMERICANUS. 

[The  Southern  Medical  Journal  copies  from  our  Journal  of  the  30th  Sept. 
last,  the  remarks  of  ourcorrespondent,  Dr.  D.  H.  Hubbard,  on  the  remedial 
powers  of  the  above-named  article,  and  adds  the  following  valuable  in- 
formation. We  would  particularly  invite  correspondents  and  readers  to 
furnish  us  with  the  results  of  their  experience  in  the  use  of  indigenous 
vegetable  productions.  There  is  a  remissness  in  this  respect  which  is 
unworthy  the  members  of  a  liberal  profession,  and  which  ought  to  be 
speedily  abandoned.] 

We  are  pleased  to  see  such  articles  as  the  above,  brought  before  the 
public  by  industrious  and  faithful  observers — articles  with  which  our 
country  abounds ;  and  as  valuable  as,  not  to  say  more  so,  in  many  instan- 
ces, than  those  which  are  imported  at  great  cost  and  trouble. 

Distance  and  cost  seeming  to  place  a  peculiar  value  on  others  of  their 
kind,  whereby  we  are  often  decoyed  into  a  preference  for  them  ;  the 
bounties  of  Providence  by  which  we  are  surrounded  are  but  too  often 
contemned  or  disregarded. 

The  Ceanothus  Americanus  is  one  of  the  most  abundant  of  the  small 
shrubs  found  on  our  dry  sandy  soils.  In  this  section  of  the  country  it  is 
known  to  all  the  country  people  by  the  common  names,  Red  Root,  Red 
Shank,  &lc.  ;  and  were  its  virtues  well  known  amongst  practitioners,  it  is 
sufficiently  abundant  to  be  made  an  article  of  commerce,  of  comfortable 
profit  to  its  preservers. 

In  situations  remote  from  medical  aid,  and,  indeed,  in  most  families  in 
the  country,  it  is  in  constant  successful  use  as  a  styptic  and  astringent. 
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The  observations  of  many  years  enable  us  to  confirm  the  remarks  of 
Dr.  Hubbard  relative  to  its  virtues  in  aphthous  affections. 

In  thrush  in  children,  it  is  itself  a  remedy  not  inferior  to  borax,  which 
has  been  so  long  in  universal  use.  In  those  cases  of  Fluor  Albus  which 
are  attended  with  aphthous  eruptions,  it  has  been  found  as  uniformly 
profitable  as  any  remedy  of  its  kind  of  power  ;  and  as  generally  correc- 
tive, as  abiding  and  still  operating  causes  of  this  eruption  would  allow. 
In  those  cases  of  Fluor  Albus  which  depend  on  prolapsus,  or  descent  of 
the  womb  into  the  vagina,  which  constitute  no  small  proportion,  there  is 
probably  not  a  better  astringent  lotion  in  use  than  its  stronger  prepara- 
tions, for  permanently  correcting  that  relaxation  of  the  vagina  which 
exists  in  these  cases. 

In  obstinate  diarrhoea,  the  bark  of  the  root  has  been  long  in  success- 
ful use.  In  the  troublesome  discharge  and  ulcerations  of  the  second 
stage  of  salivation,  it  has  been  long  and  successfully  administered.  The 
strong  decoction  of  the  bark  of  the  root,  also  the  bark  of  the  fresh  root 
itself,  have  been  found  by  experience  amongst  the  most  valuable  styptics 
in  domestic  use,  for  restraining  haemorrhage  from  wounds.  A  tea  of  the 
leaves  and  flowers,  sweetened  with  fine  sugar,  &c.  which  is  not  an  unac- 
ceptable offering  to  the  palate  and  stomach,  is  finely  adapted  to  diarrhoea 
and  relaxation  of  the  bowels  generally,  particularly  in  children,  and 
those  troublesome  habitual  cases  unattended  with  febrile  action,  in  which 
we  have  reason  to  apprehend  the  presence  of  aphthas,  or  ulceration,  in 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines. 

It  has  also  been  found  useful  in  those  highly  dangerous  cases  of  hy- 
percatharsis  induced  by  the  ruinous  power  of  lobelia  in  the  hands  of 
the  Thomsonians,  and  which  so  often  ends  in  permanent  relaxation  of 
bowels  and  loss  of  all  powers  of  nutrition,  and  consequent  death. 

In  such  cases,  a  tea  of  the  leaves  and  flowers  may  be  very  advantage- 
ously prescribed,  more  or  less  exclusively,  as  a  diet.  This  tea  will  gen- 
erally be  found  not  only  admissible,  but  remedial  in  those  cases  of  dys- 
pepsia in  which  the  bowels  are  perpetually  relaxed,  and  the  digestive 
and  nutritive  functions  suspended. 


CASES,  WITH  OBSERVATIONS. 

BY  F.  M.   ROBERTSON,  M.D.  OF   AUGUSTA,  GEO. 

Those  who  have  devoted  their  attention,  in  any  degree,  to  the  subject 
of  Phrenology,  are  aware  of  the  function  assigned  to  the  cerebellum,  in 
the  arrangement  of  this  system.  The  science  not  only  recognizes  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  elementary  faculties,  but  these  faculties  are  manifested  by 
means  of  separate  and  distinct  cerebral  organs.  Appeals  are  made,  by 
those  who  advocate  the  science,  not  only  to  the  physiological  laws  which 
govern  the  progressive  development  and  decline  of  the  encephalic  mass, 
but  also  to  its  anatomical  structure,  the  pathological  state  of  the  organs,  and 
the  derangement  in  the  manifestations  of  the  functions  dependent  there- 
on.   From  these  sources,  amass  of  evidence  maybe  accumulated,  which 
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will  almost  set  opposition  at  defiance  ;  for  one  fact  is  worth  a  volume  of 
abstract  reasoning  ;  and,  while  the  flimsy  tissue,  of  which  the  latter  is 
composed,  is  made  to  vanish  before  the  superior  light  of  truth  and  ob- 
servation, the  former  stands  unaltered  in  its  intrinsic  nature. 

Many  cases,  having  the  same  bearing  upon  this  point,  as  the  two  we 
are  about  to  relate,  may  be  found  in  the  surgical  observations  of  Baron 
Larrey — some  of  them  are  so  remarkable,  and  apparently  unnatural, 
that  they  would  at  once  appear  questionable,  was  it  not  that  the  veracity 
of  the  author  stands  "  above  suspicion." 

Case  1st.  On  the  6th  of  October,  1834, 1  was  called  to  a  negro  man 
between  thirty-five  and  forty  years  of  age,  who  had  fallen  through  a  dray 
while  his  horse  was  in  motion.  In  descending,  the  back  of  his  head 
and  neck  struck  one  of  the  cross-bars  of  the  vehicle  with  such  force  as 
to  produce  a  severe  concussion  and  fracture  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  verte- 
brae of  the  neck.  The  details  of  the  case,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  symp- 
toms consequent  upon  the  fracture  of  the  vertebrae  and  compression  of 
the  spinal  marrow,  and  the  appearances  on  dissection,  are  recorded  in 
another  Medical  Journal.*  The  patient  lived  thirty-three  hours  after 
the  accident  occurred.  On  the  day  after  the  injury  was  received,  from 
his  having  voided  no  urine,  a  distension  of  the  bladder  was  feared,  to 
obviate  which  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  was  proposed.  On  ex- 
amining the  parts,  previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  iustrument,  the 
penis  was  found  to  be  in  a  state  of  rigid  erection.  The  catheter  was 
introduced,  but  no  urine  followed.  The  penis  continued  in  a  state  of 
priapism  until  the  death  of  the  patient,  and  though  the  instrument  was 
introduced  repeatedly,  not  more  than  an  ounce  of  urine  came  away. 
Upon  pressure  above  the  pubes,  no  marks  of  a  distended  bladder  could 
be  observed.  No  twitching  of  the  muscles,  or  the  slightest  convulsion, 
occurred  during  the  progress  of  the  case  ;  so  that  the  priapism  could  not 
be  accounted  for  upon  the  grounds  of  a  spasmodic  action.  Doctors 
Cunningham,  Patterson,  and  J.  E.  Bacon,  visited  the  case  with  me,  and 
the  two  last-named  gentlemen  witnessed  the  introduction  of  the  catheter. 
Independent  of  the  fracture  of  the  spine,  a  severe  blow  was  received 
immediately  over  the  region  of  the  cerebellum.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  examination,  post  mortem,  could  not  have  been  carried  beyond 
the  fractured  portion  of  the  spine ;  but  as  this  was  performed  clandes- 
tinely, it  was  impossible,  under  the  circumstances,  to  proceed  further. 

Case  2d.  This  case  occurred  during  the  late  Seminole  campaign, 
and  was  related  to  me  by  Dr.  Ogleby,  the  Surgeon  to  the  Georgia  Bat- 
talion of  Volunteers  under  Major  Cooper.  In  the  engagement  with  the 
Indians,  in  what  is  termed  the  cove  of  the  Ouithlacoochee,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  31st  March,  Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Vol- 
unteers, received  a  rifle  ball  in  the  back  of  the  head.  It  entered  behind 
the  ear,  immediately  over  the  region  of  the  cerebellum,  and  penetrated 
through  the  skull,  and  was  supposed,  by  his  medical  attendants,  to  have 
lodged  in  the  substance  of  this  portion  of  the  encephalon.  His  symp- 
toms were  those  usually  developed  by  such  injuries,  and  contrary  to  the 
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expectations  of  his  friends,  be  lived  several  days  after  the  wound  was 
received,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  circumstances  under  which  the 
army  labored  relative  to  hospital  comforts  and  suitable  transportation  for 
the  sick.  As  the  main  body  of  the  army  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Tampa  Bay,  on  the  1st  of  April,  he  was  left  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Ogleby,  at  Fort  Cooper.  In  the  progress  of  the  case,  the  Doctor  found 
it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  accumulation  of  urine  in  the  bladder, 
to  introduce  the  catheter  ;  and,  to  his  surprise,  when  the  penis  was  ex- 
posed, for  the  purpose  of  performing  the  operation,  it  was  found  to  be 
in  a  state  of  rigid  erection.  The  instrument  was  introduced  and  the 
urine  evacuated,  but  the  penis  remain' d  in  a  state  of  permanent  erec- 
tion until  the  death  of  the  patient.  The  reaction,  of  course,  was  con- 
siderable after  the  reception  of  the  injury,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  portion  of  the  encephalon  nearest  the  foreign  body  must 
have  suffered  most,  from  the  consequent  inflammation. 

In  this  case  one  might  suppose  that  the  priapism  was  occasioned,  part- 
ly, by  the  stimulus  of  the  excessive  quantity  of  urine  accumulated  in 
the  bladder;  but  this  supposition  is  completely  set  aside  by  the  first  case, 
in  which  no  urine  at  all  was  secreted  for  nearly  thirty-three  hours,  and 
yet  the  priapism  was  as  complete  as  in  the  second  case ;  and  again,  in 
the  latter  case,  the  evacuation  of  the  urine  produced  no  change  whatever 
in  this  singular  symptom. 

Those  who  have  any  curiosity  to  look  further  into  this  singular  subject, 
are  referred  to  the  work  of  Gall  on  the  functions  of  the  brain,  Spurz- 
heim's  system  of  phrenology,  and  Baron  Larrey's  surgical  observations. 
The  object  of  this  article  is  not  to  discuss  the  principles  of  phrenology, 
or  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  science,  against  the  many 
unfounded  and  unjust  imputations  which  have  been  brought  against  it, 
but  merely  to  give  two  cases,  which  certainly  claim  some  merit  as  facts 
in  proof  of  the  science.  Many  of  our  readers  will  be  inclined,  no  doubt, 
to  underrate  the  bearing  which  these  cases  have  upon  the  point  in  ques- 
tion, but  we  feel  assured  that  strict  observation  cannot  fail  to  render  al- 
most positive,  even  with  the  most  skeptical,  many  of  the  positions  main- 
tained by  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine;  for  the  truth  of  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  phrenology  may  now  be  considered  as  established 
upon  too  firm  a  foundation  to  be  overthrown  by  the  ridicule  of  its  oppo- 
nents. The  science  has  recovered  from  the  momentary  shock  which 
was  given  to  it  by  this  once  powerful  engine.  Facts  are  now  looked 
upon  as  more  important  than  opinions,  though  the  latter  may  claim  high 
sources  as  their  origin,  and  appeal  to  the  consecration  of  antiquity. 
These  are  no  longer  a  barrier  to  the  investigator  into  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  fashion  now  possesses  no  terror  to  him,  who,  seeking  for  truth,  resorts 
to  the  universal  volume,  in  which  the  hand  of  Infinite  Wisdom  has  in- 
scribed His  immutable  laws.  The  science  of  phrenology  is  based  upon 
observation,  and  our  opponents  must  resort  to  the  same  course  before 
they  can  hope  to  arrive  at  their  ultimate  end.  Ridicule  we  do  not  fear, 
and  an  appeal  to  observation  is  all  we  ask.  If  the  science  be  contrary 
to  facts,  let  it  perish  ;  but,  if  supported  by  the  truths  of  nature,  its  own 
omnipotence  will  vanquish  every  foe. — Southern  Med.  and  Sur.  Jour. 
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IRRITATION  OF  THE  NERVES. 

On  the  25th  of  May  last,  Dr.  Andrew  Nichols,  of  Danvers,  delivered  be- 
fore the  Fellows  of  the  Mass.  Medical  Society  a  discourse  oa  irritation 
of  the  nerves,  which  has  been  published,  and  probably  distributed  over 
the  Commonwealth.  The  Society's  pamphlet,  in  which  it  appears,  only 
came  to  hand  about  ten  days  ago,  which  is  the  apology  we  are  disposed 
to  make  for  not  having  sooner  presented  our  readers  with  a  synoptical 
outline,  at  least,  of  a  well-drawn-up  paper.  Our  impression,  at  the  time  it 
was  read,  was  a  favorable  one,  notwithstanding  a  remark  by  some  one 
near  by,  that  it  was  altogether  too  long.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been  so 
for  a  man  who  thought  more  of  his  dinner  than  professional  responsibili- 
ties ;  but  the  physician — one  especially  who  entertains  any  regard  for  the 
character  of  the  profession,  would  willingly  forego  the  table  for  a  treat 
like  this,  of  sound,  doctrinal  observations  on  disease,  by  a  skilful,  expe- 
rienced practitioner.  There  seems  to  be  more  of  it  on  paper  than  in  its 
original  condition  before  the  audience  :  perhaps  this  may  have  been 
brought  about  by  appending  notes  at  the  end.  However,  on  no  account 
would  we  have  it  even  suspected  that  there  is  too  much,  as  no  portion 
could  well  be  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Nichols  might  very  easily  have  continued  the  manuscript,  till  it 
assumed  the  dimensions  of  a  volume  that  would  have  acquired  for  him  a 
name  and  reputation  abroad.  There  are  some  preliminary  remarks,  vary- 
ing between  the  first  and  fourteenth  page,  which  were  somewhat  neces- 
sary under  the  circumstances  in  which  Dr.  Nichols  was  placed,  but  which 
are  by  no  means  essential  to  the  main  body  of  the  article.  We  consider 
the  author  to  have  commenced  at  page  371 — in  the  following  words — • 

"  All  action,  I  have  said,  is  dependent  on  the  nerves.  I  am  aware  that 
A.  P.  W.  Philip,  and  others,  consider  muscular  irritability  independent 
of  nervous  influence.  But  what  is  muscular  fibre,  separated  from  ner- 
vous tissue  ?  who  has  seen  it  ?  whose  experiments  are  satisfactory  on 
this  subject  ? 

"  As  at  present  informed,  the  term  nervo -muscular,  as  used  by  Mar- 
shall Hall,  agrees  best  with  my  ideas  of  what  is  otherwise  called  the 
muscular  tissue, — the  extremities,  perhaps,  of  the  nerves  of  motion, 
modified  and  fitted  for  the  function  required.  When  chemically  ana- 
lyzed, nerve  and  muscle  are  found  composed  of  the  same  elements,  dif- 
fering a  very  little  in  the  proportion  which  they  bear  to  each  other.  And 
is  it  absurd  io  suppose,  that  living  albumen  may  become  living  fibrin,  and 
retain  all  the  excitability  of  its  original  structure  ? 

"  In  the  same  manner,  the  extremities  of  the  ganglionic  nerves  may 
be  supposed  to  form  or  amalgamate  with  the  contractile  coats  of  the  arte- 
ries, capillaries,  veins,  &c.  endowing  these  parts  with  the  irritability 
necessary  to  the  function  required  of  each. 

"  When  this  theory  is  viewed  in  connection  with  the  numerous  physio- 
logical facts,  which  prove  action  in  every  tissue,  and  in  every  part,  pro- 
duced, modified,  suspended,  or  destroyed,  by  causes  which  act  and  can 


Irritation  of  the  Nerves. 


47 


act  only  on  and  through  the  nervous  system,  I  feel  constrained  to  adhere 
to  the  position  just  stated — that  all,  action,  and,  of  course,  all  disease,  is 
dependent  on  that  system. 

"  The  investigations,  experiments,  and  facts  collected,  stated,  and 
commented  upon,  by  those  medical  authors  who  have  recently  written 
most  largely  on  spinal  irritation,  hysteria,  and  other  nervous  disorders, 
have  thrown  much  light  on  the  phenomena  of  disease  in  general,  and 
will,  1  believe,  when  followed  out  to  their  legitimate  results,  lead  to  suc- 
cessful practice  in  many  complaints,  which  have  hitherto  been  deemed 
incurable. 

"  To  avoid  circumlocution,  the  result  of  these  inquiries  is  so  far  an- 
ticipated, as  to  state  that  diseases  may  be  naturally  divided  into  four 
classes. 

"  1.  Neuralgic,  affecting  principally  the  nerves  of  sensation. 
"2.  Spasmodic,  affecting  principally  the  nerves  of  motion. 
"  3.  Inflammatory,  febrile,  and  organic,  affecting  primarily  the  gan- 
glionic nerves. 

"  4.  Mental,  affecting  the  moral  and  intellectual  portions  of  the  ner- 
vous system." 

In  the  first  class,  the  author  begins  to  exhibit  himself.  We  like  to  wit- 
ness this  boldness  in  an  experienced  man,  whose  strength  lies  in  his  posi- 
tive experience. 

"  Diseases  of  the  first  class,  in  their  most  simple  form,  consist  in  dis- 
ordered sensation.  Those  upon  which  I  shall  offer  a  few  remarks,  are 
characterized  by  painful  sensation,  without  tumefaction,  or  organic 
lesion.  We  meet,  in  practice,  a  patient  who  complains  of  paroxysms 
of  pain  in  the  face,  or  some  other  part  of  the  body.  It  may  be  excru- 
ciating, subjecting  the  sufferer  to  the  severest  tortures  for  minutes,  or 
hours,  and  then  cease,  perhaps  entirely,  leaving  only  a  tenderness,  or  in- 
creased susceptibility  to  external  impressions,  to  pressure,  cold  air,  or  mo- 
tion of  the  muscles,  either  of  which  may  be  sufficient  to  renew  the  paroxysm 
with  all  its  violence,  at  any  moment  ;  or,  at  longer  intervals,  the  parox- 
ysms may  return  without  any  assignable  cause.  In  other  cases,  the 
severity  of  the  pain  may  vary,  from  the  most  severe,  down  through  all 
the  grades  and  varieties  of  morbid  sensation,  to  a  trifling  uneasiness, 
continuing  most  of  the  time  ;  or  to  slight  twinges  of  acuter  pain  which 
are  momentary,  and  few  and  far  between.  In  these  cases,  generally, 
there  will  be  found,  on  examination,  tenderness  at  the  origin,  in  the 
spinal  cord,  of  the  nerves  which  endow  with  sensation  the  parts  involv- 
ed in  the  disease.  Frequently,  pressure  on  this  portion  of  the  spine 
will  cause,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  the  renewal  of  the  paroxysm. 
This  tenderness  may  also  be  discovered  by  passing  over  the  spine  a 
sponge  dipped  in  hot  water.  If  we  analyze  the  complaint  under  con- 
sideration, we  shall  find  it  to  be  pain,  and  nothing  else.  Pain,  I  conceive, 
always  arises  either  from  an  increased  irritability  of  the  nerves  of  sensa- 
tion, whereby  mild  stimulants,  which,  in  a  healthy  state  of  these  nerves, 
produce  only  pleasurable  excitement,  become  irritants,  sufficient  to  bring 
on,  in  some  instances,  the  most  intolerable  anguish  ;  or,  from  powerful 
stimulants,  acting  on  sound  nerves." 

Here  is  something  to  remember. 

"  There  may  be  a  vast  deal  of  suffering  from  simple  neuralgia,  with- 
out material  injury  to  the  general  health  ;  that  is,  the  vital  functions  may 
all  go  on  regularly,  and  with  nearly  their  natural  vigor,  notwithstanding 
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neuralgic  distress  may  be  a  constant  attendant  for  years.  For  the  sen- 
tient nerves  preside  over  no  function,  essential  to  the  continuance  of  life, 
or  sound  organization  ;  and  consequently  no  organic  lesion  occurs  in 
consequence  of  any  morbid  action,  which  is  confined  to  this  portion  of 
the  nervous  system.  So  intimate,  however,  is  the  connection  between 
the  sentient,  motor  and  ganglionic  nerves,  that  intense  and  protracted 
neuralgia  usually  induces  secondary  symptoms,  i.  e.,  involves  in  the  dis- 
ease other  functions  than  the  one  first  affected.  The  fact  that  spinal  irri- 
tation exists  in  a  very  large  proportion  of  chronic  complaints,  organic 
and  functional — complaints,  which  differ  very  essentially  from  each  other 
in  their  other  symptoms,  progress  and  termination,  has  caused  many 
eminent  physicians  among  us  to  be  altogether  skeptical  in  regard  to  the 
modern  doctrine  on  this  subject.  But  if,  as  I  have  stated,  all  pain  be  es- 
sentially neuralgic — that,  so  far  as  this  symptom  alone  is  concerned,  the 
pain  of  cancer  of  the  face  is  identical  with  that  ot  tic  douloureux — this 
difficulty  vanishes." 

Class  second  possesses  no  extraordinary  claims,  but  in  the  third,  there 
is  plain,  sound  sense  and  philosophy.  The  limits  of  the  Journal  will  not 
permit  us  to  copy  very  copiously  at  present.  We  could  not,  however, 
omit  the  following  lines. 

"Inflammation  may  be  cured  in  its  forming  stage,  by  diminishing  the 
quantity  of  blood  which  proves  too  stimulating  to  the  irritated  ganglionic 
nerves;  or  it  may  be  successfully  treated  by  nauseating  drugs,  by  carthar- 
tics,  by  clipping,  by  blistering  over  the  origin  of  the  spinal  nerves 
which  supply  the  inflamed  part  ;  or  it  may  be  arrested  at  once,  by  opium, 
and  other  narcotics.  The  most  successful  method  of  treating  croup, 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  is  to  administer  an  emetic  of  tobacco,  anti- 
mony, or  sub.  sulph.  hydrarg.,  to  break  up  and  remove  the  forming  mem- 
brane, and  then  to  allay  the  irritation  by  opium,  boldly  exhibited  ;  that 
is,  by  giving  as  large  a  dose  as  we  feel  confident  the  patient  will  bear, 
and  repeating  it  at,  least  every  hour,  until  the  desired  effect,  sleepiness 
and  relief,  be  obtained." 


VAN  COOTH  ON  DIETETICS* 

This  work,  to  which  allusion  was  made  in  a  back  number  of  the  Journal, 
was  a  dissertation  submitted  by  Dr.  Van  Cooth,  for  the  degree  of  doctor 
of  medicine.  It  commences  with  the  history  of  dietetics  from  the  ear- 
liest authentic  sources,  which  is  exceedingly  rich  and  interesting  to  the 
medical  reader.  The  result  of  his  researches  into  the  Egyptian  and 
Persian  history,  is,  that  these  nations  confined  themselves  to  a  vegetable 
diet,  and  that  strict  temperance  in  eating  was  incorporated  into  their  re- 
ligion, as  well  as  political  institutions.  Among  the  Israelites,  however, 
he  broaches  the  conjecture  that  animal  food  was  eaten  before  the  flood, 
grounding  it  on  the  direction  in  Gen.  vii.  2.  It  is  the  conclusion  of  the 
learned  on  this  point,  that  these  animals  were  taken  for  sacrifice  and  not 
for  food,  though  they  are  the  same  animals  which  in  Deut.  xiv.  3 — 20, 
were  allowed  to  be  eaten.    A  regard  for  cleanliness  was  the  burden  of 


*  Diatribe  in  Diaeleticam  Veterum,  maxime  in  Aur.  Cornelii  Celsi  praecepta  djffiletica,  Hippnnatis 
et  Galeni  placitis  illustrata,  quam  supremo  favente  numine,  ex  auctoritale  rectoris  maguifici,  Herm. 
Joh.  Royaards,  theol.  doct.  etprof.  onl.  amplSssliniqne  senatus,  academici  conseus,  ac  nobilissimas 
facultatis  medicz  decreto,.pro  gradu  doctoratus,  etc.  etc.  in  Acadeniia  Klieno— Trajectina,  subnnttit 
Carolus  Josephus  Van  Cooth.    Trajecti  ad  Rheuuui,  mdcccxxxv. 
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their  legislation,  and  to  this  chiefly  may  be  attributed  the  health  and  lon- 
gevity of  the  early  natives  of  the  earth.  The  same  was  true  of  the 
early  Greeks,  strict  temperance  and  thorough  cleanliness  being  enjoined 
by  their  legislators  and  philosophers.  This  history  is  minutely  continued 
through  the  temperate  age  of  the  Romans,  to  the  period  when  conquest 
introduced  luxury,  when  moral  and  physical  deterioration  commenced. 

In  chapter  ii.  the  author  gives  the  genuine  writings  of  Hippocrates  on 
the  subject  of  dietetics  and  general  regimen — viz.  de  salubri  viclus  ratione 
— de  dieta— de  insomniis — de  altmento — de  Hquidorum  usu — and  also  many 
of  his  invaluable  aphorisms  treat  on  the  same  subject.  Many  works,  re- 
garded as  his,  were  produced  a  century  after,  and  ate  merely  compila- 
tions, having  the  same  title  as  the  works  of  this  distinguished  author. 

The  second  part  of  this  volume  gives  an  interesting  history  of  the 
life  and  doctrines  of  Celsus.     He  enumerates  his  writings  as  de  Dieteti- 

ca  Serneiotica  Therapia  general  is  Pat  ho  logic  a  Therapeutica — 

Anatomia — Mat.  Medic  a — Chirurgia — Ophthalmolgia — Obstenica.  This 
volume,  as  the  other  production  of  Dr.  Van  Cooth,  abounds  with  varied 
research,  and  accurate  reference  to  every  specified  truth.  It  would  be 
well  if  an  acquaintance  with  such  text  books  could  be  required  of  the 
medical  student.  It  would  give  him  the  habit  of  laborious  study  into  the 
writings  of  the  ancients,  and  such  knowledge  must  show  him  the  com- 
paratively slow  progress  of  medical  truth.  Besides  the  rich  treasures 
that  are  garnered  up  in  these  neglected  store-houses,  the  mental  disci- 
pline from  the  systematic  study  of  these  volumes  would  be  invaluable  to 
him,  as  a  medical  observer,  whose  opinions  the  scientific  world  would  ap- 
preciate and  respect. 


Vaccination  in  Prussia. — A  silver  medal  has  beet)  struck  at  the  royal 
mint,  to  be  presented  to  parents  and  relations  of  children  who  shall  bring 
them  forward,  when  vaccinated,  with  a  view  of  supplying  the  public  es- 
tablishments with  vaccine  matter,  and  the  public  vaccination  boards  are 
permitted  to  use  their  funds  for  the  purchase  of  medals  to  be  distributed. 


Stimulus  of  Light.  —  Another  most  powerful  natural  stimulus,  which  has 
been  generally  overlooked,  or  underrated  as  a  sanatory  power,  is  light,  or 
the  direct  rays  of  the  sun.  One  of  the  most  common  causes  of  the 
loss  of  health,  and  the  establishment  of  morbid  irritability  in  the  systems 
of  children,  females,  students  and  mechanics,  is  living  in  the  shade. 
Like  plants,  growing  in  similar  situations,  a  large  portion  of  those  who 
do  not  labor  in  the  sunshine,  are  feeble,  pale  and  sickly.  The  solar  bath, 
properly  used,  I  am  persuaded  would  more  benefit  a  large  portion  of  our 
patients  than  the  best  selected  articles  of  materia  medica.  —  Dr.  Nichols. 


Hygeian  Pills. — Have  you  seen,  Mr.  Editor,  the  analysis  of  Morison's 
Hygeian  in  the  Philadelphia  papers.    It  is  said  to  be  as  follows — 
No.  1.    R.  Gum.  Aloes 

Crem.  Tart,  partes  equalis.    Pills  of  common  size. 
No.  2.    R.  Aloes 

Crem.  Tart,  aa  3i- 
Gambog.  and 

Colocynth  aa  3  i.    Pills  of  common  size. 
Please  set  them  trundling  in  your  Journal,  and  oblige  W.  W. 
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Honorary  Members  of  the  Mass.  Medical  Society. — The  following  com- 
prises a  list  of  the  names  of  gentlemen  distinguished  in  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  who  were  not  long  since  elected  honorary  members  of  this  So- 
ciety. Philip  S.  Physick,  Nathaniel  Chapman,  Samuel  Jackson,  Wm.  E. 
Horner,  T.  T.  Hewson,  Philadelphia;  Valentine  Mott,  John  Cheeseman, 
Edward  Delafield,  New  York;  Nathaniel  Potter,  William  Hall,  Nathan 
R.  Smith,  R.  Dunglison,  E.  Geddings,  Baltimore;  Benjamin  B.  Simons, 
Joshua  B.  Whittredge,  John  Holbrook,  Charleston,  S.  C.  ;  Daniel 
Drake,  Cincinnati;  Benjamin  W.  Dudley,  Charles  Caldwell,  Lexington, 
Ky.  ;  Thomas  Sewall,  Washington,  D.  C.  ;  Daniel  Oliver,  Hanover, 
N.  H.  ;  Benjamin  Silliman,  New  Haven,  Ct.  ;  J.  M.  W.  Pictou,  Hen- 
ry Luxemburgh,  New  Orleans,  La.  ;  Daniel  Osgood,  Havana  ;  John 
Hodgkins,  James  Stanley,  London;  and  John  Brien,  Dublin.  The  cata- 
logue of  honorary  members  will  be  continued  hereafter. 


Nervous  Irritability. — Cases  are  sometimes  met  with,  in  which  there 
exists  so  high  a  degree  of  nervous  irritability  of  the  whole  sentient  sys- 
tem, that  no  active  treatment  can  be  endured.  I  have  known  the  appli- 
cation of  a  single  leech,  or  a  small  blister,  produce  painful  spasms  ;  and 
the  exhibition  even  of  a  mild  cordial,  or  cathartic,  followed  invariably  by 
distress.  In  these  cases,  there  is  great  tenderness  over  the  whole  spinal 
region  ;  and  counter-irritation,  if  admissible  at  all,  will  be  likely  to  do 
the  most  good  on  the  parts  of  the  body  which  are  least  sensitive. — Dr. 
Nichols. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  cholera  has  reappeared  in  Austrian  Lom- 
bardy,  in  Hungary,  and  particularly  at  Saltzburg. — Artificial  camphor 
may  be  made  by  passing  a  current  of  dry  hydro-chloric  acid  gas  through 
oil  of  turpentine. — M.  Poyen  is  lecturing  on  Animal  Magnetism  in  the 
city  of  Bangor. — Dr.  Jennison,  late  of  Northampton,  Mass.  has  been 
appointed  chief  engineer  of  the  mint  in  Mexico. — Two  more  persons  in 
Vermont  recently  entered  the  Thomson i an  steam  tubs  and  were  taken 
out  dead. — No  person  is  allowed  to  practise  dentistry  in  Prussia,  who  in 
his  testimonials  of  having  acquired  practical  dexterity  in  his  art,  shall  not 
adduce  proof  of  being  either — 1st,  a  licensed  physician  or  surgeon  ;  2d, 
of  having  served  three  years  as  surgeon  in  the  army;  or,  3d,  of  having 
obtained  such  knowledge  and  skill  as  are  necessary  for  a  surgeon  in  a 
regular  attendance  at  places  of  public  education. — They  have  become 
possessed  with  the  notion  that  a  medical  reform  is  necessary,  in  Spain. 
It  is  lamentable  that  the  idea  was  not  started  seventy-five  years  earlier. 
Physicians  do  not  rank  very  high,  in  that  distracted  country,  for  their  ac- 
quirements.— In  the  last  ten  years  only  175  degrees,  M.B.  and  M.D. 
were  granted  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  The  College  of  Surgeons  in 
Ireland  have  given  out  in  the  same  time,  314  diplomas,  and  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  in  the  same  country,  in  ten  years,  have  granted  572  licenses. — 
The  Boylston  Medical  Prize,  for  this  year,  has  been  awarded  to  Dr.  O. 
W.  Holmes,  of  this  city. — The  Vermont  Insane  Asylum  is  to  be  located 
at  Brattleborough. — Mr.  Silas  Jones,  author  of  a  popular  treatise  on  Phre- 
nology, has  been  appointed  principal  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in 
New  York.  He  is  a  first  rate  man  for  the  situation. — Smallpox  is  rife 
again,  it  is  said,  in  some  parts  of  Rhode  Island. — A  silver  cup  has  been 
awarded  to  Dr.  Rousseau,  at  Paris,  for  discovering  that  holly  is  a  febri- 
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fuge. — Dr.  Ruschenburger  is  writing  a  history  of  the  cruise  of  the  U.  S. 
Ship  Peacock,  now  voyaging. — The  honorary  degree  of  A.M.  was  con- 
ferred on  Adrian  R.  Terry,  M.D.  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural 
History  in  Bristol  College,  at  the  late  Commencement  in  Washington  Col- 
lege.— The  general  court  of  New  Hampshire,  at  their  late  session,  grant- 
ed $1500  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  at  the  Hartford  Asylum,  and  §500  for 
the  Blind,  at  the  Boston  Asylum. — Four  brothers  and  one  sister  are  now 
living  at  North  Providence,  R.  I.  whose  united  ages  amount  to  four  hun- 
dred and  five  years. — The  Peninsular,  Mich,  contains  an  account  of  the 
death  of  a  young  lady,  at  Centreville,  who  fell  a  victim  to  lobelia  and 
No.  6  ;  after  suffering,  for  some  days,  the  most  excruciating  and  intense 
agony — the  effect  of  the  abominations  which  under  the  name  of  medi- 
cines were  administered  to  her. — New  Orleans  and  Mobile  are  in 
excellent  health,  no  cases  of  yellow  fever  having  appeared  the  present 
season. — Dr.  Field,  of  Charlemont,  Massachusetts,  was  present  at  the 
melancholy  massacre  of  Col.  Fanning  by  the  Mexicans. — Dr.  Gregerson, 
of  Boston;  Dr.  Bridge,  Dr.  Thomas  Spencer,  and  Dr.  Gordon,  of  Low- 
ell, have  arrived  in  this  country  from  Europe.  Sailed — Dr.  B.  L.  Hatch, 
Dr.  W.  Bang,  Dr.  J.  W.  Schmidt,  Prof.  Farrar. — A  disease  is  said  to  be 
prevailing  among  horses  in  Newark,  N.  J.  similar  to  the  cholera  among 
men,  and  quite  as  fatal. — Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  of  this  city,  who  was  com- 
missioned to  make  a  geological  survey  of  the  State  of  Maine,  has  en- 
tered upon  his  duties.  He  is  assisted  by  Mr.  James  T.  Hedge,  of  Ply- 
mouth, Mass.  and  Dr.  Purington,  of  Maine. — A  general  vaccination  is 
about  being  commenced  in  Nantucket,  by  Drs.  Fearing,  Swift,  Ruggles 
and  Thompson,  by  order  of  the  Selectmen. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  August  20,  33.    Males,  18 — females,  15. 

Dysentery,  3— insane,  1— infantile,  4— decline,  1— palsy,  1 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1— mortification , 
1— hooping  cough,  1— cholera  infantum,  1— disease  of  the  heait,  1— inflammation  of  bowels,  1— con- 
sumption, 2— teething,  2 — old  age,  2 — bowel  complaint,  2  — inflammation  of  lungs,  1 — rheumatic  fever, 
1 — intemperance,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — convulsions,  1 — palpitation  of  heart,  1 — stillborn,  3. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospita1,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Changing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        -     .-      -      -      -      -    •-      -      -      -      -      -      -      "     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  theTremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  OF  THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT— Fairfield, 
Herkimer  Co. — The  next  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks.    The  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  Dr.  McNaughton. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  -  -  Dr.  Hadley. 

On  Practice  of  Phy  sic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Dr.  Delamater. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  -  -  Dr.  Beck. 

On  Surgery  and  Midwifery,  -  Dr.  Mussey. 

Dr.  Willoughby  will  also  lecture  on  the  latter  branch. 
Tickets  for  the  whole  course,  $56. 

Any  further  information  that  is  desired  may  be  obtained  from  either  of  the  above  professors. 

JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 
Fairfield,  Herkimer  Co.  N.  Y.  Aug.  10— 4t 
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BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

THE  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  tne  following  Physicians,  viz.  : 

John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 

Rufus  VYymaii,  M.D. 

Geo.  C.  Shattuek,  M.D. 

Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D. 


Walter  Channing,  M.D. 
Geo.  Hay  ward,  Ivi.D. 
John  Randall,  M.D 
Enoch  Hale,  Jr.  M.D. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  3d,  183G,  a  premium  of  Fifty 
Dollars,  or  a  Gold  Medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  M.D.  of  Boston,  lor 
a  Dissertation  on  the  following  question  :  "  How  for  are  the  external  means  of  exploring  the  condi- 
tion of  the  internal  organs  to  be  considered  useful  and  important  in  medical  practice  r" 

There  were  two  other  dissertations  on  the  same  subject  of  so  high  a  character,  lhat  the  Committee 
were  desirous  of  bestowing  upon  them  some  maik  of  their  approbation.  But  they  could  not  draw 
upon  the  Boylston  fund  for  more  than  one  premium  on  each  question.  The  necessary  means,  how- 
ever, were  furnished  in  another  way,  and  a  prize  of  Fifty  Dollars  was  awarded  by  an  unanimous 
vote  to  each  of  the  authors  of  these  dissertations.  One  of  them  was  written  by  Robert  W.  Haxall, 
M.D.  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  the  other  by  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.  of  Deny,  N.  H. 

The  following  Prize  Questions  for  the  year  1837,  are  now  before  the  public,  viz.  : 

1st.  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating  it  ?" 

2d.  "To  what  extent  and  in  what  places  has  Intermittent  Fever  been  indigenous  in  New 
England  ?" 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1837. 

The  following  Questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  183!5,  viz. ; 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treat- 
ing this  disease  ?" 

'id.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation  ?  (Erythema 
Erysipelatosum  of  Good.") 

Dissertations  on  these  questions  must  be  transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  183«. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to 
Fifty  Dollars,  or  a  Gold  ft  edal  of  that  value,  at,  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  with  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  de- 
vice or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same 
device  or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  whi<  h  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  l«2o,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  GEORGE  HAYWARD,  Sec'y. 

Boston,  Aug.  24,  183b. 

***  Publishers  of  Newspapers  and  Medical  Journals,  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully 
requested  to  give  the  above  an  insertion.  4teop — A  24 

REMOVAL. 

CHARLES  WHITE  respectfully  informs  the  Physicians,  his  friends,  and  the  public,  that  he  has  re- 
moved to  No.  230  Washington  St.  four  doors  south  of  Summer  St  and  nearly  opposite  his  old  stand. 

C.  W.  returns  his  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Physicians,  and  his  friends,  for  their  past 
favors,  and  hopes,  by  strict  personal  attention,  as  heretofore,  to  Physicians'  prescriptions,  and  to  the 
compounding  and  delivery  of  Family  Medicines,  to  have  a  continuance. 

Boston,  Aug.  21.  6t 

MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  s  >me  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  h  ive  free  admission  to  tire  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $103  per  annum  :  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEORGE  II  AY  WARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.                    June  15— eoptf                 ENOCH  HALE, 
 J.  M.  WARREN.  

Q^T3  The  interesting-  cases  of  Poisoning  with  Stramonium  and  of  Amaurosis, 
came  too  late  for  this  week. — The  Title-page  and  Index  of  Vol.  XIV.  will  be 
sent  with  the  next  No. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  ("LAPP,  JR.  at  184  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  $3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
«very  seventh  copy  gratis.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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TOPOGRAPHY  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE  COUNTRY  OF  ASSAM. 

BY  ASSISTANT   SURGEON  MC  COSH. 

Face  of  the  country. — Assam  is  that  extensive  tract  of  country,  on 
either  side  of  the  Burhampooter,  extending  on  its  northern  shore  from 
the  river  Monash  opposite  to  Gowalparah,  and  on  the  southern,  from 
Nogurbera  hill  about  16  miles  above  Gowalparah,  to  the  foot  of  the 
Himalayan  mountains,  close  upon  the  western  boundary  of  China. 
Though,  geographically  speaking,  Assam  terminates  at  the  river  Mo- 
nash, yet  the  same  peculiar  part  of  tract  country  borders  the  Burham- 
pooter,  as  far  as  Jumalpore,  has  the  same  climate,  and  the  same 
change  of  seasons.     The  appearance  of  Assam  is  very  different  from 
that  of  most  other  parts  of  India,  being  a  perfect  flat  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach,  interspersed  with  a  multitude  of  little  green  conical  hills, 
like  haycocks  on  a  meadow,  rising  abruptly  from  the  level  plain  to  the 
height  of  from  one  to  five  or  seven  hundred  feet.  So  very  singular  are  the 
shape  and  arrangement  of  these  mountains  in  miniature,  that  the  imagi- 
nation could  fancy  them  to  be  the  monument  of  a  country  now  no  more, 
that  once  stood  on  the  same  level  with  their  summit ;  whose  obdurate 
nuclei  having  resisted  the  floods  of  centuries  that  washed  away  the 
more  moveable  materials  into  the  Indian  Ocean,  were  designed  by  Provi- 
dence as  places  of  shelter  and  retreat,  from  the  waters  that  periodically 
inundate  the  land.    Yet  strange  it  is,  the  inhabitants  do  not  avail  them- 
selves of  this  provision  of  Nature,  to  raise  themselves  above  the  reach 
of  the  floods,  when  they  could  do  so  without  trouble,  expense,  or  in- 
convenience.   They  will  sit  still  on  the  Jcala  mutti,  till  the  water  en- 
compasses their  huts,  and  quenches  the  fire  on  their  hearths,  rather  than 
be  at  the  trouble  of  living  comfortably  upon  dry,  solid,  healthy  soil ;  and 
when  the  river  has  risen  too  high  for  them  to  wade  from  one  house  to 
another,  or  even  to  allow  them  to  stand  upon  their  own  floors,  they 
paddle  out  of  their  huts  in  canoes,  and  roost^upon  muchauns  high  as  the 
thatch  itself,  with  the  frequent  calamity  of  their  children's  falling  out  of 
their  nests  and  being  drowned.    So  much  for  the  influence  of  supersti- 
tion !    These  little  hills  are  believed  to  be  the  abodes  of  devils  and  un- 
clean spirits,  and  unless  they  are  consecrated  by  a  religious  temple,  and 
defended  by  the  worshipper  of  Bramah,  it  is  judged  advisable  to  leave 
fiends  incarnate  in  undisturbed  possession. 

Soil  and  cultivation. — Though  the  country  is  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year  swampy  and  intersected  with  half-filled  nullahs  and  stagnant  jheels, 
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and  though  during  the  rains  it  is  flooded  with  water,  yet  in  the  dry  sea- 
son it  is  very  susceptible  of  cultivation,  and  would  no  doubt  amply  repay 
any  labor  and  expense  bestowed  upon  it,  in  producing  abundant  crops. 
The  soil  is  for  the  most  part  alluvial,  though  it  sometimes  consists  of 
red  clay,  so  stiff  and  tenacious,  as  to  resist  the  current  of  the  river  like 
rock  itself,  even  when  undermined,  and  thrown  down  in  fragments  into 
the  stream.  The  soil  upon  the  hills  is  universally  composed  of  red  rich 
loam,  with  a  sprinkling  of  particles  of  quartz,  and  sometimes  talc,  though 
talc  is  but  rare;  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the  exuberance  of  the 
vegetation  upon  them,  they  also  would  well  remunerate  the  cultivators. 
Large  masses  of  granite  are  scattered  over  these  hills,  and  seem  indebted 
for  their  often  whimsical  position  to  some  convulsion  of  Nature.  Wheth- 
er it  is  owing  to  the  effects  of  a  long  series  of  mismanagement  under 
the  Native  government  in  causing  emigration,  or  to  the  harassing  wars 
which  devastated  the  country,  there  is  but  little  cultivation  ;  immense 
tracts  are  covered  with  reedy  jungle,  sacred  to  the  buffalo,  the  elephant, 
and  the  rhinoceros,  where  human  habitation  is  unknown,  and  the  atmos- 
phere is  loaded  with  miasmata  and  death.  The  principal  articles  of 
cultivation  are  rice,  mustard  seed,  opium  and  cotton.  The  opium  is 
prepared  by  absorbing  the  fresh  juice  of  the  poppy  by  a  stripe  of  cotton 
cloth,  till  it  is  saturated.  When  dry  it  is  tied  up  in  rolls  for  the  market 
and  called  kauni.  In  using  it  about  two  inches  square  of  this  cloth  is 
infused  in  boiling  water,  and  drank  at  a  draught.  The  cotton  is  chiefly 
grown  upon  the  hills,  or  little  patches  cleared  of  the  jungle.  Silk  worms 
are  occasionally  reared  ;  and  a  very  stout  cloth  called  moonya,or  mooya, 
is  manufactured  from  their  thread.  Stick  lac  is  collected  in  very  consid- 
erable quantities. 

Burhampooter. — The  Burhampooter  may  be  called  the  great  drain  of 
Assam,  and  not  only  of  it,  but  of  the  mountainous  countries  that  bound 
it  on  the  north  and  south.  It  is  a  river  of  the  very  first  magnitude,  and 
perhaps  pays  more  tribute  water  to  the  ocean,  than  the  great  Ganges  it- 
self.  From  the  uncultivated  nature  of  the  country,  a  voyage  up  is  al- 
ways a  tedious  one,  and  as  dreary  a  trip  as  one  could  well,  desire.  For 
days  and  days  together  nought  else  is  visible  but  sandbanks,  and  water 
bounding  the  very  horizon,  with  no  trace  of  vegetation  but  an  endless 
jungle  of  gigantic  reeds  ;  without  the  footstep  of  an  inhabitant  or  signs 
of  animal  life,  but  water-fowl  and  alligators.  These  rude  pieces  of  Na- 
ture's workmanship  are  very  numerous;  they  are  almost  all  of  the  duck 
bill  species.  I  have  not  seen  more  than  three  of  the  short-nosed  or  bull- 
headed  ones.  The  dandies  have  the  greatest  dread  of  the  latter ;  but 
not  the  least  of  the  long-nosed  ones.  So  little  apparent  affinity  to  ani- 
mal life  do  they  in  their  basking  hours  evince,  that  one  could  easily 
imagine  them  taking  root  and  vegetating  upon  the  mud  and  slime  on 
which  they  repose,  or  fancy  them  a  concrete  lump  of  clay,  moulded  into 
shape  by  the  passing  stream,  encrusted  by  the  drifting  sand,  and  wrought 
into  bass  relief,  by  the  tear  and  wear  of  the  seasons. 

Though  this  is  the  general  nature  of  the  Burhampooter,  it  is  occasion- 
ally relieved  by  groups  of  beautifully  wooded  hills,  whose  shape  and 
color,  constantly  changing  by  position,  gratify  the  eye  with  a  pleasant 
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panorama,  till  other  and  nearer  groups  come  into  view.  As  the  voyager 
advances  higher  up,  the  scenery  improves;  and  a  series  of  hills  innu- 
merable, retiring  far  away  in  fine  perspective,  till  their  blue  conical  tops 
are  relieved  by  the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Himalayan,  mountains,  towering 
their  icy  pinnacles  midway  up  to  the  vertex  of  the  sky,  afford  one  of 
the  grandest  scenes  to  be  met  with. 

To  a  wanderer  from  the  land  of  "  the  mountain  and  the  flood,"  the 
sight  of  a  hill  in  this  level  land  is  at  first  a  most  interesting  object.  Few 
things  more  readily  summon  up  before  the  mind's  eye  the  associations  of 
the  day  of  his  boyhood,  and  he  hails  its  appearance  like  a  friend  of  his 
youth  met  in  a  foreign  land,  after  long  years  of  danger  and  vicissitude. 
For  this  reason,  the  scenery  of  Assam  is  always  agreeable,  his  eye  wan- 
ders from  hill  to  hill  as  over  faces  once  familiar,  and  with  happy  inven- 
tion assimilates  them  with  the  "  banks  and  braes  and  bonny  hills  "  of 
his  dearly  beloved  home. 

Navigation. — In  the  Navigation  of  Assam  there  is  less  variety  of 
boats  than  might  be  expected,  where  the  inhabitants  are  so  dependent 
upon  them  that  a  boat  is  as  common  to  every  hut  as  a  brass  lota,  or  a 
Khitchree  pot.  Yet  the  canoe  may  be  called  the  only  boat  peculiar  to 
the  country.  However,  many  of  these  are  of  an  enormous  size,  and 
capable  of  carrying  two  hundred  maunds,  though  cut  out  of  the  solid 
trunk  of  one  single  tree.  Such  a  thing  as  a  sail  is  as  seldom  used  as  a 
tracking  rope  or  goon :  in  going  down  the  river  they  are  propelled  by 
oars,  or  more  commonly  paddles,  and  in  stemming  the  current  they  push 
along  the  shore  with  long  poles.  When  bulky  cargoes,  such  as  cotton, 
are  brought  down  the  country,  a  common  practice  is  to  fasten  two  ca- 
noes together  by  transverse  beams,  so  that  the  canoes  remain  three  or 
four  feet  apart :  the  whole  platform  is  loaded  with  cotton  or  straw,  and  in 
this  way  they  admit  of  carrying  a  much  heavier  load  than  they  could 
when  disunited,  and  with  much  greater  safely. 

I  have  often  been  struck  with  the  sagacity,  or  rather  instinct,  with 
which  the  dandies  picked  out  their  course  amidst  the  multitude  of  chan- 
nels branching  in  every  direction,  and  all  of  them  so  broad  and  deep 
that  it  seemed  difficult  to  say  which  was  the  main  stream.  Navigation 
is  now  brought  to  such  perfection  that  a  commander  gets  as  little  credit 
for  the  correct  management  of  his  ship,  as  the  driver  of  a  stage  coach, 
or  the  conductor  of  a  steam  train  along  a  railway.  But  the  navigator  of 
such  a  river  as  the  Burhampooter  has  infinitely  more  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with :  where  the  river  is  so  extensive  that  it  has  more  the  appear- 
ance of  a  series  of  immense  lakes,  the  communications  of  which  are  of- 
ten so  undefined  and  uncertain  that  one  knows  not  which  way  to  steer, 
and  at  best  only  vaguely  pointed  out  by  the  lazy  current  or  a  casual  sail ; 
where  he  has  neither  chart  nor  compass  to  guide  him  ;  where  so  few  op- 
portunities occur  of  getting  information  from  other  dandies,  or  the  in- 
habitants \  where  the  country  is  so  flat  that  no  landmarks  are  conspicu- 
ous from  any  distance ;  where  old  banks  are  constantly  disappearing  and 
new  ones  rising  into  view  ;  where  one  month  he  might  pass  by  a  thriv- 
ing village,  and  in  passing  the  spot  a  month  or  two  after  no  trace  of  its 
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existence  would  be  disernible;  and  yet  with  all  these  obstacles  and 
exceptions,  the  dandies  very  rarely  take  a  wrons;  direction. 

Population. — Though  the  population  of  Assam  chiefly  consists  of 
Hindoos,  yet  it  contains  a  considerable  portion  of  Moosulmans  also. 
Neither  the  one  sect  nor  the  other  are  very  rigidly  observant  of  their 
high  caste  principles;  they  have  less  distinction  and  pride  of  caste,  and 
a  greater  latitude  and  toleration  in  their  intercourse  with  one  another. 
They  eat  opium  to  such  excess  as  to  be  for  the  most  part  under  its  in- 
fluence, and  drink  arrak  to  intoxication. 

The  Assamese  have  generally,  I  might  almost  say  universally,  been 
described  in  history  as  a  degenerate  and  weakly  race;  but  so  far  is  this 
from  being  correct,  that  they  are  tall,  muscular,  and  powerful.  The  men 
are  a  shade  or  two  lighter  than  the  Bengalies ;  with  high  cheek  bones, 
and  a  physiognomy  a  good  deal  similar  to  the  Chinese.  The  women  are 
fairer  than  any  race  in  India,  and  possess  a  greater  share  of  personal 
beauty  :  not  Hindoostanee  beauty,  properly  so  called,  but  a  configura- 
tion of  form  and  feature,  and  a  blending  of  the  rose  and  the  lily  closely- 
approaching  to  European, 

The  mountainous  parts  of  the  country  are  inhabited  by  Ganows, 
Rabbas,  and  Cacharies,  who  seem  to  have  no  caste  at  all.  They  are 
robust  in  person  in  the  extreme,  and  of  immense  strength  of  body  ;  they 
go,  men,  women,  and  children,  almost  literally  naked,  and  lead  a  life  as 
nearly  approaching  that  of  the  savage  as  possible.  A  Ganow's  greatest 
treasure  is  as  many  human  skulls  as  his  house  can  hold,  his  greatest 
cordial  a  pint  of  English  brandy,  and  his  greatest  dainty  a  pudding  made 
by  feeding  a  young  dog  with  as  much  rice  as  he  can  hold,  and  then 
roasting  him  alive  till  the  rice  is  cooked.  The  Ganow  women  are  among 
the  ugliest  pieces  of  female  nature,  sturdy  and  masculine,  yet  as  fond  of 
ornaments  as  the  fairest  of  the  daughters  of  Eve.  But  quantity  seems 
to  have  more  charms  for  them  than  quality,  and  they  are  delighted  with 
loading  themselves  with  rings,  and  chains,  and  bells  of  solid  brass,  enough 
to  break  the  neck  of  any  lady  in  the  country.  From  ten  to  fifteen  or 
more  brass  rings,  as  thick  as  a  goose-quill,  and  three  or  four  inches  in 
diameter,  hang  in  the  lobe  of  each  ear  :  by  whose  weight  they  are 
stretched  so  as  to  touch  the  clavicle.  The  lobes  often  being  distended 
to  a  filament,  eventually  give  way,  and  this  is  reckoned  the  consummation 
of  all  ornaments  put  together.  It  entitles  the  possessor  to  the  envy  of 
her  own  sex  and  the  admiration  of  the  other,  and  she  moves  with  her 
torn  ear,  in  the  midst  of  her  squares,  with  acknowledged  superiority. 
One  might  suppose  that  the  load  in  the  ears  might  plead  an  apology  for 
the  neck's  being  free ;  but  it  also  is  cased  in  a  mass  of  chains,  proof 
against  the  hatchet  of  the  executioner. 

At  Gowalparah  there  is  a  small  society  of  Native  Christians  of  Portu- 
guese descent.  They  have  acquired  all  the  habits  of  the  natives,  and 
in  outward  appearance  are  not  to  be  distinguished  from  them.  |  The  na- 
tives stand  in  great  awe  of  them  and  dread  their  resentment. 

In  an  essay  such  as  this  is,  it  would  be  improper  to  pass  over  a  small 
Colony  of  Burmese  soldiers  stationed  at  Singymary  in  the  district  of 
Gowalparah.    During  the  Assam  war  these  soldiers  surrendered  to  the 
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British  Troops,  and  were  allowed  the  condition  of  returning  to  their  Na- 
tive country.  But  preferring  the  clemency  of  their  conquerors  to  the 
reception  they  might  probably  meet  with  from  the  Burmese  Government, 
they  were  granted  an  asylum  in  the  Honorable  Company's  dominions,  had 
lands  to  cultivate  assigned  them,  and  an  advance  of  capital  to  enable 
them  to  commence  their  farming.  This  Colony  originally  amounted  to 
about  500  men,  but  they  are  now  reduced  to  less  than  one  half.  Many 
of  them  have  died :  many  others  have  deserted  their  old  commander, 
and  fled  into  the  neighboring  hills ;  and  the  remainder  having  taken  to 
themselves  wives  of  the  country,  are  increasing  in  substance  and  multi- 
plying. In  any  disturbances  amongst  the  hill  tribes,  these  soldiers  are 
available  as  a  police  force,  and,  when  armed  by  the  civil  powers,  are 
found  useful,  effective  and  trust-worthy. 

Slavery. — Slavery  still  continues  to  a  very  considerable  extent :  and 
these  poor  wretches  are  bought  and  sold  every  day  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
rupees.  Every  Native  in  the  receipt  of  more  than  tenor  twelve  rupees 
a  month  has  one,  two,  or  three  of  them,  and  all  the  drudgery  of  the 
household  and  the  labor  of  the  field  are  performed  by  them.  Many  of 
these  have  been  enthralled  by  mortgaging  their  bodies  for  a  few  rupees, 
and,  for  the  want  of  the  means  of  raising  the  original  sum  accumulated 
by  exorbitant  usury,  continue  in  bondage  for  life,  themselves  and  their 
descendants,  from  generation  to  generation. 

Houses. — The  houses  throughout  Assam  are  all  elevated  upon  plat- 
forms of  earth  about  three  or  four  feet  hi°;h.  The  walls  are  made  of 
large  posts  sunk  deep  into  the  ground,  lined  with  mats  or  reeds,  and 
plastered  with  clay  and  cowdung.  The  rich  and  the  poor  make  use  of 
the  same  sort  of  materials,  with  this  difference,  that  the  baboo's  is  of 
larger  size,  with  a  finer  texture  of  mats,  and  has  a  higher  terrace. 

Conveyance. — Where  water  affords  so  ready  a  conveyance,  carriages 
and  beasts  of  burden  are  in  less  demand  ;  and  so  little  are  their  services 
turned  to  any  account  in  Assam,  that  it  is  possible  to  travel  from  one  ex- 
tremity to  the  other  and  not  see  a  wheel  carriage  or  a  laden  bullock. 
Man  himself  is  the  only  beast  of  burden,  and  while  his  plough-oxen  are 
grazing  in  the  skirls  of  the  neighboring  jungle,  recruiting  their  emaciated 
carcases,  he  carries  to  the  nearest  market  upon  bangies,  and  at  great  la- 
bor to  himself,  the  small  quantity  of  surplus  grain — the  fruits  of  their 
combined  toil. 

Antiquities. — The  Antiquities,  like  most  other  countries  in  India,  are 
either  of  a  religious  or  a  war-like  order,  and  are  deserving  of  particular 
notice.  Near  Gowhatty,  on  the  summit  of  a  hill,  stand  the  famous  tem- 
ples of  Comikya  ;  one  of  the  most  celebrated  places  of  pilgrimage  in 
India.  Thither  pilgrims  concentrate  from  all  parts  of  Hindostan,  with 
confident  hopes  of  their  devotional  requests  being  granted,  when  they 
might  have  sued  at  other  altars  in  vain.  The  buildings  themselves  are 
very  handsome  structures,  on  a  pretty  extensive  scale,  and  would  stand 
a  comparison  with  most  second-rate  temples  in  the  country.  But  the 
temples  of  the  present  day,  composed  of  brick  and  mortar,  seem  only 
of  modern  date,  and  have  undoubtedly  been  erected  upon  the  ruins  of  a 
much  more  ancient  set,  built  of  hewn  and  carved  granite.    These  fine 
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masses  of  masonry  are  not  honored  with  a  situation  in  the  modern  struc- 
tures ;  but  are  degraded  by  being  transformed  into  paving  stones,  steps 
of  stairs,  gutters,  and  other  subservient  purposes.  Even  in  that  low 
state,  evidences  of  their  former  grandeur  still  remain,  and  a  carved 
moulding,  a  bass  relief,  a  fragment  of  a  flower,  or  a  frustum  of  a  column, 
proves  their  former  pre-eminence.  So  very  extensive  have  these  an- 
tique buildings  of  Comikya  been,  that  the  road  up  the  hill,  about  a  mile 
long  and  thirty  feet  broad,  is  paved  from  top  to  bottom  with  these  granite 
ruins ;  a  work  itself  of  enormous  labor  and  expense.  On  the  rocks 
along  the  side  of  the  road  several  Hindoo  images  as  large  as  life  are 
sculptured  ;  but  their  execution  is  rude  and  imperfect,  betraying  a  de- 
gree of  workmanship  infinitely  inferior  to  what  may  be  seen  on  many  of 
these  despised  paving  stones. 

Almost  every  hill  around  Gowhatty  is  crowned  with  one  or  two  pretty 
little  temples,  peeping  in  conical  beauty  through  the  trees  ;  but  most  of 
them  have  some  granite  ruins  scattered  round  them,  and  afford  the  same 
proofs  of  having  supplanted  other  buildings  superior  to  themselves. 

So  well  are  these  temples  still  endowed,  that  they  are  all  of  them  in 
complete  repair,  and  inhabited  by  all  the  ministers  and  mercenaries  of 
Hindoo  religion. 

Gowhatty  is  believed  to  have  long  been  a  favored  abode  of  the  Hin- 
doo deities :  and  yet  it  appears  they  liked  to  keep  the  Buihampooter  be- 
tween themselves  and  their  worshippers,  and  had  their  secret  retreat  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Tradition  says  that  in  coming  down, 
gods  and  goddesses,  to  the  river  to  bathe  one  morning,  their  amorous 
passions  unluckily  exposed  them  to  mortal  gaze  ;  to  hide  their  shame 
and  secure  themselves  against  ever  again  exposing  themselves  in  such  a 
foolish  predicament,  they  instantly  threw  up  a  small  rocky  island.  But 
the  natives  seem  to  have  understood  the  use  of  the  miraculous  island  as 
well  as  themselves,  and  to  this  day  call  it  Arparbat.  Around  Gowhatty 
there  are  many  remains  of  extensive  fortifications  ;  the  mounds  and  ditch- 
es of  many  of  them  can  still  be  traced  for  miles,  without  interruption  ; 
the  gateways  of  some  are  still  standing,  and  the  guns  of  others  are  still 
lying  on  the  ramparts.  Tanks  of  the  most  capacious  dimensions  are 
very  numerous,  and  many  of  them  are  only  observable  from  the  boggy 
nature  of  the  pseudo-soil  which  undulates  upon  the  water  concealed  be- 
neath it ;  or  from  the  exuberance  of  reeds  and  jungles  with  which  they 
are  choked.  Rungpore,far  up  the  Burhampooter,  is  also  celebrated  for 
its  fine  temples,  and  they  are  by  many  thought  superior  in  architecture 
to  any  in  Assam. 

On  the  hill  of  Gowalparah  stand,  or  rather  are  buried  the  foundations 
of  some  very  extensive  buildings;  but  what  purposes  they  have  served 
seems  undefined.  No  mortar  has  been  used  in  cementing  them,  but 
merely  the  red  clay  of  the  hill.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  bricks  are 
quite  different  in  size  and  shape  from  any  generally  used  in  India,  and 
in  all  respects  resemble  those  used  in  England.  There  are  many  bricks 
of  a  huge  size  amongst  them,  about  one  foot  square  and  eight  inches  in 
thickness. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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ON  AMYGDALUS  PERSICA. 
by  ivi.  A.rro.w,  M.n.  augusta,  Georgia. 

I  am  not  conscious  of  any  difference  in  the  medicinal  powers  of  the  nu- 
merous varieties  of  this  species  of  Amygdalus,  but  have  for  many  years 
used  for  their  sedative  powers  the  leaves  of  any  of  those  varieties  which 
we  cultivate  for  their  fruit. 

During  the  summer  of  1831,  after  the  prevalence  of  East  winds  for 
some  weeks,  a  fever  of  unusual  severity  appeared  here.  These  fevers 
were  of  remittent  type,  and  rendered  peculiarly  fatal  by  their  being  gen- 
erally attended  with  gastric  irritation ;  and  indeed  in  very  many  cases,  a 
high  degree  of  gastritis  and  gastro-enteritis,  with  all  their  usual  distresses 
and  dangers,  prevailed.  JNo  symptom  was  so  uniform,  especially  during 
the  first  half  or  two-thirds  of  the  fever  season,  as  a  total  inability  to  re- 
tain in  the  stomach  the  lightest  article  of  diet,  or  most  simple  drink,  with 
more  or  less  tenderness  of  the  epigastrium,  on  pressure.  These  dis- 
tresses attended  early  with  a  sallow  pallor,  shrinking  of  features,  and 
sometimes  a  pale  leaden  hue  of  skin,  and  general  prostration. 

This  state  of  the  stomach  at  once,  and  as  long  as  it  continued,  pre- 
cluded all  possibility  of  internal  administrations,  adapted  to  the  treatment 
of  bilious  cases.  Effervescing  draughts — even  a  spoonful  of  cold  water, 
were  often  rejected.  Sinapisms  and  epispastics  were  used  in  vain.  The 
state  of  stomach  reminded  me  of  some  of  those  cases  of  plague  in  which 
this  condition  of  stomach  is  a  regular  and  troublesome  symptom,  and  in 
which  Laurel  water  has  been  found  the  chief  corrective.  Our  Apothe- 
caries could  not  furnish  that  article.  Believing  its  virtues  consisted 
mainly  in  the  Prussic  Acid  which  it  contained,  I  determined  to  substitute 
it  by  some  other  article  from  which  I  could  obtain  the  same  power  in  a 
safe  form,  for  ordinary  use.  For  this  purpose  the  Prunus  Padus  (wild 
cherry)  and  Amygdalus  Persica  (common  Peach)  were  presented  to  my 
mind.  The  latter  being  always  at  hand  in  every  garden,  I  determined 
on  making  my  first  experiment  with  it.  The  time  for  the  petals  had 
past.  I  filled  a  small  vessel  with  the  fresh  leaves  from  the  tree,  loosely 
thrown  in,  then  filled  the  vessel  with  boiling  water  and  covered  it  closely. 
Of  this  infusion  I  gave  3ss.  every  15,20,  or  60  minutes,  according  to 
the  greater  or  less  violence  of  the  symptoms.  I  rarely,  if  ever,  used 
the  4th  dose  before  the  distressing  symptom  was  sufficiently  removed  to 
need  no  more.  That  acute — most  distressing,  distracting  thirst,  which 
called  incessantly  for  drink,  and  was  in  many  of  those  cases  perfectly 
insatiable,  was  generally  allayed  with  equal  ease  ;  and  although  the  taste 
of  the  infusion  was  most  bitter  and  disgusting  to  the  natural  sense,  in 
these  cases  it  was  scarcely  ever  rejected  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  called  for 
most  anxiously  after  the  first  taste  of  it  ;  even  by  children,  to  whom  bit- 
ter drugs  are  generally  so  offensive. 

I  frequently  applied  to  the  epigastrium  also,  with  good  effect,  the  leaves 
taken  warm  out  of  the  infusion  ;  but  the  infusion  was  generally  found  far 
more  successful.  The  gastric  symptoms  in  this  fever  were  not  so  com- 
monly met  with  towards  the  close  of  the  season  ;  but  the  distressing 
thirst  was  common  to  the  end.    The  efficiency  of  the  remedy  was  al- 
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most  hourly  tested  until  the  close  of  the  season,  and  my  confidence  in  its 
uniformity  of  effect  thereby  continually  confirmed. 

One  or  two  cases  of  ordinary  Cholera  Morbus  came  under  my  notice 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  in  which  it  was  equally  prompt  in  re- 
lieving the  vomiting.  Several  sporadic  cases  of  Cholera  Infantum  oc- 
curred after  the  close  of  the  fever  season,  in  which  it  was  used  with  no 
less  conspicuous  benefit.  Since  the  above  experience,  I  have  often  used 
this  infusion  with  the  most  marked  benefit  in  that  irritable  stomach  which 
often  attends  Cholera  Infantum,  as  well  as  gastric  and  gastro-enteritic 
fevers. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  state,  on  the 
authority  and  observation  of  my  colleague,  Dr.  Dugas,  Professor  of 
Anatomy,  that  it  has  proved  a  convenient,  prompt,  safe  and  uniform 
remedy  in  Pertussis.  His  prescription  is  to  give  the  patient  one  pint  of 
a  pretty  strong  infusion  each  day,  in  divided  doses,  until  the  disease 
disappears;  and  that,  in  families  having  12  or  20  cases,  he  very 
rarely  has  occasion  to  make  another  prescription — the  disease  generally 
disappearing  within  four  or  five  days. 

The  power  of  Prussic  Acid  in  actually  curing  this  disease,  immediate- 
ly on  arriving  at  the  full  dose  for  the  patient,  was  abundantly  demon- 
strated in  my  practice  in  1822.  But  the  difficulties  attending  the  use 
of  Off.  Prussic  Acid  are  such,  owing  to  the  various  strength,  age,  he. 
that  it  cannot  ever  become  a  remedy  in  general  practice,  except  near  a 
competent  and  correct  Chemist. 

But  we  here  have  great  cause  of  gratitude  to  an  ever-bountiful  Provi- 
dence, for  strewing  around  us  a  simple,  safe  and  cheap  remedy,  accessi- 
ble to  all. 

I  need  say  nothing  of  the  efficacy  of  this  medicine  in  the  cure  of 
those  cases  of  Hematuria  which  depend  on  irritations  in  the  urinary  pas- 
sages, as  it  has  been  long  known  to  the  profession. — Southern  Med.  and 
Surg.  Jour. 


CASE  OF  POISONING  WITH  DATURA  STRAMONIUM, 

SHOWING   THE  UNCERTAINTY  OF  CIRCUMSTANTIAL    EVIDENCE  IN  MEDICO-LEGAL  INVES- 
TIGATIONS. 

BY  CHARLES   HOOKER,  M  D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

An  Irish  family  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  after  eating  a  dinner  of  corned 
beef  and  boiled  greens.  The  family  consisted  of  five  persons,  Mr.  T. 
his  wife,  and  three  children,  the  eldest  about  eight,  the  youngest  about 
five  years  of  age.  I  saw  them  about  an  hour  after  dinner,  when  the 
symptoms  were  immediately  recognized  as  the  effects  of  the  Datura. 
The  countenances  had  a  wild  idiotic  expression — the  pupils  widely 
dilated — the  sensorial  functions  perverted — and  the  muscular  system 
subject  to  an  irregular  agitation  somewhat  resembling  that  of  chorea. 
The  appearance  of  the  family  was  extremely  ludicrous.  The  children 
were  laughing,  crying,  singing,  dancing,  and  playing  all  imaginable  antic 
pranks.    They  had  no  correct  estimation  of  distances,  or  the  size  of 
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objects — were  reaching  their  hands  to  catch  hold  of  objects  across  the 
room,  and  again  running  against  persons  and  things  which  they  appeared 
to  view  as  distant.  The  nail  heads  in  the  floor  were  pieces  of  money, 
which  they  eagerly  tried  to  pick  up.  A  boy,  apparently  fancying  him- 
self undressed,  caught  a  hat  belonging  to  a  student,  thrust  his  foot  into 
it,  pulled  with  both  hands  on  the  brim,  and  began  to  fret  that  he 
could  not  "  get  on  his  trowsers."  The  parents  frequently  called  on  the 
children  to  behave  themselves ;  but,  their  own  actions  being  equally  ec- 
centric, they  afforded  a  ridiculous  exhibition  of  family  government. 

Sulphate  of  zinc  with  ipecac  brought  from  the  stomachs  a  large  quanti- 
ty of  the  Datura  plant  with  other  green  vegetables  ;  and  under  the  use 
of  Camphor,  Garb.  Ammoniae,  and  a  warm  aromatic  infusion,  the  nar- 
cotic symptoms  soon  subsided. 

The  cause  of  these  symptoms  was  no  sooner  known,  than  suspicions 
were  fixed  on  a  Mrs.  A.,  a  woman  of  indolent,  intemperate  habits, 
who  lived  in  the  same  house.  The  Irish  family  moved  into  the  house 
about  a  week  previous — a  circumstance  which  gave  some  offence  to  Mrs. 
A.  Until  this  morning  she  had  avoided  speaking  to  her  new  neighbors, 
and  she  had  never  mentioned  them  except  in  harsh  and  threatening 
language.  She  had  frequently  wished  the  family  dead — hoped  they 
would  all  die  if  they  remained  in  the  house — and  intimated  a  willing- 
ness to  "  poison  them  if  she  could  get  a  chance.-'  This  morning  her 
tone  suddenly  changed — she  came  into  Mrs.  T.'s  room,  addressed  her  in 
terms  of  extreme  kindness,  engaged  in  free  conversation,  and  at  length 
remarked  that  she  observed  Mr.  T.  had  provided  a  fine  piece  of  corned 
beef  for  dinner,  advised  Mrs.  T.  to  boil  a  mess  of  greens  with  the  beef, 
and  herself  went  out  to  gather  the  greens. 

Mrs.  T.  and  the  eldest  two  children,  who  picked  over  and  washed 
the  greens,  declared  that  Mrs.  A  gathered  the  whole  of  them.  She 
gathered  the  greens  in  a  field  where  the  Datura  was  abundant.  It  ap- 
peared evident,  moreover,  that  she  could  not  have  gathered  the  plant  igno- 
rantly,  since,  only  a  few  days  previous,  she  had  pointed  out  "the  poison 
stramonium"  to  some  neighbors,  earnestly  cautioning  them  against  the  use 
of  it.  Another  circumstance  tending  to  increase  suspicion  was  that  she  left 
the  house  immediately  after  the  family  sickened,  and  was  not  found  until 
after  considerable  search  and  inquiry. 

Circumstances  seemed  strong  against  Mrs.  A./ and  measures  were  ta- 
ken towards  a  criminal  prosecution.  The  youngest  Irish  child  was 
scarcely  five  years  old,  and  had  been  considered  as  incapable  of  giving 
any  information  on  the  subject.  Fortunately  for  Mrs.  A.  it  occurred  to 
me  that  this  child  would  at  least  be  free  from  any  design  to  give  the  mat- 
ter a  false  coloring  ;  and,  on  being  questioned  in  regard  to  the  greens,  with 
the  usual  candid  simplicity  of  a  child,  she  immediately  led  us  into  the 
back  yard,  where  the  Datura  grew  in  profusion,  and  showed  where  and 
how  she  gathered  greens  for  dinner.  The  mother,  who  before  had  con- 
cealed this  fact,  probably  from  feelings  of  hatred  and  malice  towards 
Mrs.  A.,  now  confessed  that  a  small  basketful  of  the  Datura,  gathered 
by  the  little  girl,  was  mixed  with  the  mess  for  dinner.  Still  the  very  sud- 
den conciliatory  conduct  of  Mrs.  A.  towards  the  Irish  family  seemed 
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unaccountable.  Probably,  however,  this  circumstance  might  be  explain- 
ed by  the  fact  that,  with  her  accustomed  indolence,  she  had  made  no 
provision  for  dinner ;  and,  seeing  a  piece  of  beef  carried  into  the  other 
part  of  the  house,  she  adopted  this  plan,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  in  ex- 
pectation of  an  invitation  to  dine  with  the  family. 
New  Haven,  Ct.  August  19,  1836. 


ANOMALOUS  CASE  OF  AMAUROSIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  ike  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir — The  following  particulars  of  a  case  of  amaurosis,  the  truth  of 
which  may  be  relied  upon,  have  lately  come  to  my  knowledge  ;  and 
from  their  novelty,  1  am  induced  to  send  them  to  you.  If  you  think 
they  are  of  sufficient  interest  to  merit  a  place  in  your  valuable  Journal, 
they  are  at  your  service. 

Jane  H  ,  of  this  place,  now  in  her  12th  year,  some  time  in  May, 

1835  (the  day  not  recollected),  arose  in  the  morning  with  a  disagreeable 
sensation  in  her  right  eye,  which  exhibited  a  somewhat  inflamed  and 
watery  appearance.  She  was  directed,  by  her  mother,  to  wash  it  in 
cold  water,  and  secure  it  from  the  light  with  a  bandage.  During  the  fore- 
noon, she  had  occasion  to  remove  the  bandage,  and  found,  to  her  sur- 
prise, that  the  vision  of  the  eye  was  totally  extinct.  A  physician  was 
called  in,  who  ordered  her  an  emetic,  to  be  followed  by  a  cathartic. 
These  not  proving  efficacious,  leeches  were  applied  to  the  temples,  and 
a  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  These  means  improved  the  general 
health,  which  had  not  been  very  good,  subdued  the  inflammation,  and 
restored  the  eye  to  its  natural  appearance,  but  had  no  effect  whatever 
upon  its  vision.  The  eye  was  secluded  from  the  air  and  light  for  a  time, 
but  finding  they  did  not  affect  it,  the  shade  was  removed.  The  eye  ap- 
peared and  felt,  in  all  respects,  as  well  as  the  other,  but  so  great  was  its 
'*  blindness  that  darkness  and  light  were  undistinguishable.  This  state 
continued  until  some  time  in  February  following,  when  she  had  her  ears 
bored.  On  the  morning  after,  as  she  awoke,  she  was  as  much  surprised 
as  she  had  been  on  losing  her  sight,  to  find  it  perfectly  restored.  The 
eye  remained  well  for  about  two  months,  when  a  "  kind  of  tingling  sen- 
sation" was  felt  in  it,  and  soon  after  followed  by  a  second  loss  of  vision, 
though  with  no  apparent  change  in  its  appearance.  In  this  instance  the 
sight  of  the  other  eye  was  considerably  affected.  In  a  few  weeks  sight 
was  again  spontaneously  restored,  but  not  so  suddenly,  nor,  at  first,  so 
perfectly  as  before ;  objects  for  a  time,  as  she  said,  presented  a  "  glossy 
appearance."    She  has  since  had  no  return  of  the  affection. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  mentioned,  that  the  patient,  for  several 
months  previous  to  her  first  restoration  to  sight,  was  affected  with  a  se- 
vere, and,  as  her  mother  expressed  it,  "  peculiar  cough,"  such  an  one 
as  she  had  never  heard  before. 

To  what  was  this  blindness  owing?  Did  perforating  the  ears  have 
any  effect  in  restoring,  the  vision  ? 

Lowell,  Aug.  18,1836. 
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ITALIAN  PUBLICATIONS  ON  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

In  a  package  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  we  find  several  tracts  by  Dr.  Placido  Portel,  of  Palermo,  the 
spirit  of  which  will  soon  be  laid  before  our  readers.  One  is  entitled 
Breve  Rapporto  Sulla  Oltalmia  che  ajflisse  la  truppa  Napolitana  in  Palermo, 
dagli  anni  1824  al  1826.  Another  bears  the  following:  Demonomania  con 
Commozione  Cerebrale  seuza  Stravaso  osservazione  dal,  Sfc.  When  the 
translations  are  completed,  provided  the  articles  are  copied  in  detail,  our 
correspondents  are  invited  to  criticize  as  freely  as  they  please — keeping 
in  view  the  possibility  that  Dr.  Portel  may  be  the  sufferer,  in  some  de- 
gree, by  the  translation  of  his  language  into  English.  The  author  invites 
a  strict  examination,  and  whatever  is  written,  to  that  end,  will  be  sent  to 
him.  The  following  letter,  in  badly  written  French,  shows  that  the 
doctor  is  desirous  of  knowing  something  of  our  medical  literature  in  the 
western  world. 

"  Sir — Although  I  have  not  the  honor  of  knowing  you  personally,  the 
reputation  you  sustain  in  the  literary  republic,  and  at  the  academy  of 
which  you  have  the  honor  to  be  president,  encourages  me  to  forward  you 
some  of  my  medical  and  surgical  publications,  that  you  may  present 
them  to  the  Society  as  a  mark  of  my  respect.  It  is  already  some  time 
since  I  sent  by  Dr.  S  ,  Surgeon  of  an  American  vessel,  several  diplo- 
mas to  your  care,  from  this  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  that  you  might 
present  them  to  the  most  distinguished  physicians  in  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  you  reside.  You  will  oblige  me  much,  sir,  in  case  you 
receive  this,  to  answer  it  by  the  bearer.  You  know  well,  sir,  that  asso- 
ciations have  a  tendency  to  augment  the  efforts  of  men  of  science,  to  be 
useful  to  others.  You  will  give  me  a  new  claim  to  your  esteem  if  you 
will 'send  me  the  labors  of  the  members  of  the  medical  society,  that  I 
may  be  informed  of  the  medical  discoveries  in  the  new  world. 

"If  I  should  have  the  happiness  to  know  that  this  letter  has  reached  you, 
I  shall  immediately  send  to  your  address  all  the  other  works  I  have  pub- 
lished. Accept,  sir,  the  expression  of  my  esteem  and  regard,  and  believe 
me  with  the  most  perfect  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Palermo.  Placido  Portel." 


Pseudo-Medical  Discussions. — Dr.  A.  Curtis,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  whose 
ambition  evidently  prompts  him  to  become  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  all 
steam  quackery  in  the  west,  has  forwarded  a  duodecimo  to  our  address, 
containing  four  hundred  pages,  entitled  "  Discussions  between  several 
members  of  the  regular  Medical  Faculty  and  the  Thomsonian  Botanic 
Physicians,  &c."  with  a  special  request  that  the  preface  may  be  published 
in  the  Journal.  This  we  shall  do,  to  show  that  we  entertain  no  personal 
hostility  to  the  man  who  asks  the  favor,  though  he  has  endeavored  to  handle 
our  humble  self  from  the  317th  to  the  329th  page,  in  what  he  proba- 
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bly  considers  fine  style.  Because  we  refused,  some  time  since,  to  admit 
into  this  Journal  a  communication  from  Dr.  C.  which  was  neither  useful, 
reasonable,  nor  even  creditable  to  a  person  of  reputed  common  sense, 
we  have  been  held  up  to  the  gaze  of  Thomsonian  ignoramuses,  as  the 
arch  enemy  of  these  great,  devoted,  persecuted  botanico-medical  pretend- 
ers, who  are,  as  a  general  rule,  as  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  leading 
principles  of  medical  philosophy,  as  they  are  deficient  in  a  grammatical 
knowledge  of  the  English  language.  We  neither  ask  their  patronage, 
nor  covet  their  esteem  ;  and  we  shall  not  only  boldly  denounce  their  sys- 
tem whenever  occasion  requires,  but  continually  warn  the  people  to  shun 
it  as  they  would  a  pestilence  that  spares  not. 

This  self-styled  Doctor  Curtis  makes  himself  unnecessarily  obnoxious  ; 
not  content  with  being  treated  kindly  and  politely,  he  evidently  endeavors 
to  provoke  a  controversy.  Perhaps  on  this,  much  of  his  own  dignity  and 
influence  with  his  own  kith  and  kin,  depends.  The  following  is  the 
Preface. 

"  Though  I  have  copied  the  favorite  motto  of  Jefferson,  c  Error  is 
harmless,  where  truth  is  left  free  to  combat  it,'  1  must  remark  that,  so  nu- 
merous and  powerful  are  the  prejudices  against  truth,  and  so  great  is  the 
unwillingness  of  most  minds  to  embrace  it  when  presented,  that  this 
1  wise  saying  '  is  subject  to  many  exceptions  and  limitations  which  make 
it  exceedingly  desirable  that  error  should  never  bespread  before  the  pub- 
lic mind,  even  under  circumstances  trie  most  favorable  for  its  counterac- 
tion. Still  if  it  must  be  disseminated,  nothing  can  be  more  desirable  than 
that  truth  should  be  £  close  at  its  heels.' 

"  Though  the  following  discussions,  first  published  in  sundry  political 
newspapers  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  are  now  re-published 
in  a  more  compact  and  permanent  form,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the 
friends  of  the  Thomsonian  System  ;  yet,  as  they  contain  also,  entire,  all 
the  arguments  brought  against  it  by  its  regular  opponents  ;  we  have 
reason  to  expect  that  the  latter  will  subscribe  as  largely  to  their  distribu- 
tion, as  the  former  have  done. 

We  have  further  reason  to  expect  the  co-operation  of  c  regular  physi- 
cians'in  the  dissemination  of  this  work,  in  the  fact  that  Dr.  Deloney 
boasts  of  having  demolished  our  system,  which  Dr.  1  Medicus'  intimates 
is  worse  than  the  cholera,  and  that  Dr.  Williams  says,  £  All  I  would  ask, 
is  for  it  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  public'  Surely  these  gentlemen 
will  aid  us  with  all  their  might. 

"  A  southern  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, says,  (vol.  xi.  page  215),  6  Let  scientific  physicians  discountenance 
this  (Thomsonian)  quackery  through  the  medium  of  journals,  &c.,'  and 
the  editor  of  that  paper  says,  (vol.  xii.  page  308),  4  We  perfectly  agree 
in  sentiment  with  the  talented  author  of  the  review'  (Dr.  Deloney's, 
of  our  lectures,  page  — ].  WTe  expect  that  the  Journal  will  earnestly  re- 
commend to  physicians  to  scatter  our  book  all  over  the  United  States. 

"  Those  gentlemen  will  here  see  that  Drs.  Williams,  Medicus,  and 
Deloney  have  put  a  strong  hand  to  this  work,  and  of  course  we  shall  de- 
pend on  them  for  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  many  hundreds  of  copies. 
Dr.  Miller  of  the  Baltimore  Almshouse  too,  will  doubtless  use  his  pow- 
erful influence,  to  aid  us  in  our  benevolent  exertions  to  expose  this  de- 
structive £  Thcmsonalgia'  to  the  i  enlightened  circle  in  which  he  moves.' 

"  With  the  exception  of  the  two  Baltimore  lectures,  which  contain 
something  like  a  connected,  fair  and  full  view  of  the  two  Medical  Sys- 
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terns,  their  comparative  merits,  and  the  conduct  of  their  advocates,  the 
Botanic  writers  contented  themselves  with  keeping  pretty  generally,  in 
the  path  marked  ont  hy  their  regular  opponents,  satisfied  rather  to  take 
them  in  the  snares  of  their  own  setting,  than  to  dig  new  pits  for  their 
capture." 

Presuming  that  none  but  a  lunatic  would  think  of  purchasing  the  vol- 
ume, our  copy  of  it  is  at  the  service  of  all  borrowers. 


Diseases  of  the  Uterus. — In  the  Hospital  of  La  Pitie,  in  which  M.  Lis- 
franc  has  charge,  particularly,  of  two  female  wards,  the  patients  of 
which  have  diseases  of  the  uterus,  much  success  attends  the  treatment 
of  simple  superficial  erosion  of  the  cervix  uteri.  In  "ulcerations,  a  re- 
cumbent posture  and  occasional  venesections,  to  the  amount  of  a  few 
ounces,  together  with  small  doses  of  cicuta  and  cauterization  with  a  so- 
lution of  mercury  in  nitric  acid  every  six  or  eight  days,  most  commonly 
brings  about  a  cure.  When  the  ulceration  cannot  be  overcome  by  this 
process,  an  excision  of  the  cervix  necessarily  follows.  The  part  is  care- 
fully exposed  by  a  speculum,  and  then  firmly  seized  by  forceps  and 
brought  without  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  to  be  excised.  Sedatives  com- 
monly overcome  the  nervous  symptoms  ;  severe  haemorrhages  rarely  oc- 
cur. Eighty-four  cases,  out  of  ninety-nine  on  whom  he  has  operated  in 
this  bold  manner,  have  recovered.  Several  of  these  afterwards  have  had 
children,  and  "  experienced  no  particular  inconvenience  in  parturition. n 


Paralysis  of  the  Bladder  and  Vesical  Catarrh. — It  must  be  admitted 
that  the  contrivance  of  M.  Civiale,  of  the  Necker  hospital,  to  obviate 
this  malady,  is  perfectly  original.  A  stream  of  cold  water  flows  from 
a  reservoir  near  the  ceiling,  through  an  India-rubber  tube,  armed 
by  stopcocks,  and  which  terminates  with  a  silver  catheter,  having  two 
canals,  side  by  side.  When  the  patient  is  placed  upon  his  back,  the  wa- 
ter flows  into  the  bladder  by  one  half  the  apparently  single  instrument, 
and  out  again  through  the  other.  Thus  the  bladder  is  rinsed  about  ten 
minutes  at  a  time,  every  second  or  third  day,  the  quantity  of  cold  water 
being  regulated  by  the  stopcocks,  to  prevent  over  distension  of  the  or- 
gan. On  the  tonic  action  of  the  cold  water,  together  with  the  clearing 
away  of  adhering  mucus,  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  novel  treatment 
are  supposed  to  depend.  We  were  invited,  by  a  medical  gentleman,  to 
examine  a  case  of  diseased  bladder,  within  a  few  weeks,  in  which  this 
treatment  would  seem  to  offer  some  prospect  of  relief.  Being  an  intelli- 
gent man,  should  these  remarks  fall  under  his  eye,  he  may  be  induced 
to  submit  to  the  operation.  A  thickening  of  the  walls  of  the  bladder, 
which  consequently  diminishes  its  capacity,  and  induces  a  desire  to  void 
the  urine,  is  very  frequently  mistaken  for  an  enlargement  of  the  prostate 
gland.  The  latter  disease  cannot  be  radically  and  permanently  overcome 
by  medicinal  agents;  but  to  the  irritable,  ulcerated  bladder,  a  direct  ap- 
plication may  be  made,  by  injections,  to  the  abraded  surfaces,  and  a  per- 
fect restoration  to  health  be  effected 


Surgical  Skill  of  Peter  the  Great. — In  the  year  1698,  Peter  commenc- 
ed the  study  of  anatomy  at  Leyden,  and  afterwards  pursued  it  at  Am- 
sterdam, under  the  great  anatomist  Ruysch.    He  seems  to  have  had  pe- 
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ouliar  pleasure  in  witnessing  human  dissections.  At  Moscow,  he  was  at 
one  time  punctual  in  his  attendance  on  the  anatomical  lectures  of  M. 
Bidloo.  It  is  told  of  the  Czar,  in  evidence  of  his  zeal  in  this  kind  of 
knowledge,  that  he  directed  that  the  dissection  of  a  half-witted  page  who 
had  died  by  intoxication,  should  be  postponed  till  he  could  be  present. 
He  ordered  that  all  monstrosities  produced  in  the  empire,  should  be 
brought  to  St.  Petersburg!!  for  preservation.  This  accounts  for  the  enor- 
mous collection  of  these  freaks  of  nature  in  the  imperial  museum,  still  in 
good  and  royal  condition.  He  always  carried  a  case  of  surgical  instru- 
ments in  his  pocket,  in  which  there  were  lancets,  tooth  forceps,  a  saw- 
knife,  spatula,  scissors,  a  sound  and  a  catheter.  He  was  extremly  am- 
bitious to  be  thought  a  first-rate  operator.  He  required  that  notice 
should  be  given  him  of  all  important  operations,  and  he  attended  as  many 
of  them  as  the  nature  of  his  multifarious  concerns,  as  emperor  of  the 
greatest  kingdom,  geographically  considered,  on  the  globe,  would  allow. 
Tooth-drawing,  bleeding,  &c.  he  was  continually  engaged  in.  A  mer- 
chant had  an  abscess  on  his  foot  opened  by  his  terrific  majesty,  which 
proved  so  successful,  that  the  royal  surgeon  became  enamored  with  his 
own  professional  abilities.  People  began  to  be  in  fear  of  their  mon- 
arch's love  of  the  art  of  healing,  and  therefore  governed  themselves  ac- 
cordingly. When  the  news  reached  the  duchess  of  Mecklinburg,  who 
also  had  a  similar  disease  of  the  foot,  she  left  the  city  post-haste,  lest 
assistance  should  be  tendered  from  the.  palace.  A  merchant's  wife,  who 
was  laboring  under  a  dropsy  of  the  abdomen,  utterly  refused  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  advice  of  her  medical  attendants.  Such  was  the  singulari- 
ty of  the  case,  that,  like  everything  else,  Peter  heard  of  it.  He  im- 
mediately waited  on  the  lady,  and  partly  by  persuasion,  but  probably 
more  through  the  danger  she  apprehended  from  refusing  the  chirurgi- 
cal  tyrant,  in  the  presence  of  the  faculty,  he  actually,  with  his  own  hands, 
performed  the  nice  operation  of  paracentesis  abdominis,  and  drew  off 
twenty-four  pounds  of  water.  Unfortunately  the  patient  expired.  He  had 
a  remarkable  giant,  and  a  dwarf  equally  remarkable.  It  so  happened  that 
they  both  died  some  time  before  their  indomitable  master.  By  his  express 
command,  they  were  both  flayed,  and  their  skins  stuffed,  for  the  future 
wonder  and  admiration  of  the  curious. 


Medical  Meeting  in  Belgium. — There  was  an  unusually  spirited  meeting 
of  a  new  medical  association  at  Brussels,  in  September,  which  was  in 
session  six  days.  Orations,  and  addresses,  a  history  of  medicine,  draw- 
ings of  monsters,  and  a  well-authenticated  account  of  a  child  that  cried  in 
uterp,  beside  a  multitude  of  other  locally  important  and  novel  things, 
calculated  to  excite  attention,  received  proper  notice  from  the  assembly. 
Two  or  three  individuals  appear  to  have  done  all  the  talking,  and 
thereby  very  clearly  show  that  they  intend  to  reap  most  of  the  benefits 
accruing  from  the  organization  of  the  new  society.  It  seems  that  a  cer- 
tain malady  is  very  rife  in  the  new  kingdom,  as  a  prize  of  one  thousand 
francs  was  offered  "  by  a  friend  of  medical  science,"  for  the  best  essay 
which  should  "  set  forth  and  determine  the  medical  means  and  adminis- 
trative regulations  best  adapted  to  put  a  stop  to,  or  diminish,  the  propa- 
gation of  Syphilis."  A  house  of  correction,  a  police  court,  a  vigilant 
eye  to  street-walkers,  arid  conscientious  magistrates,  would  be  among  the 
most  certain  diminishing  influences. 
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Turpentine  in  Sciatica. — Cases  which  resisted  ordinary  means  have 
been  found  to  yield,  by  M.  Duwos,  to  enemata  containing  a  large  dose 
of  the  essential  oil  of  turpentine.  In  one  instance,  the  pain  was  over- 
come by  one  enema  of  an  ounce  of  oil  of  turpentine.  Do  any  of  our 
correspondents  know  anything  for  or  against  this  practice? 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  scarlet  fever  and  measles  are  prevalent  and 
unusually  fatal  among  the  children  in  Northampton. — The  quantity  of 
opium  used  in  China  the  last  year,  is  valued  at  $9,449,315. — Dr.  D.  L. 
M.  Peixotto,  of  New  York,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Physic,  in  the  VVilloughby  Medical  College. — The  Hospital 
of  Valencay,  founded  by  Talleyrand,  possesses  a  chalice  valued  at  30,000 
francs,  given  by  the  Pope  to  the  king  of  Poland. — The  Public  Ledger 
says  that  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  is  a  truly  charitable  institution,  provid- 
ed one  can  pay  for  it. — The  smallpox  is  said  to  prevail  alarmingly  in  the 
second  and  fourth  wards,  of  New  York. — Dr.  Combe,  on  Digestion,  re- 
published by  Marsh,  Capen  &  Lyon,  meets  the  approbation  of  physicians 
very  generally.    The  edition  sells  rapidly. 


Died — At  the  Insane  Hospital,  Worcester,  John  Lummus,  M.D.  of  Lynn, 
aged  46. — At  New  Orleans,  shot  by  an  assassin,  Dr.  Alexander  Ledger. — At  Bar- 
tholomew, Chicot  Co.  Indiana,  Dr.  George  W.  W ood,  aged  .36  years  ;  formerly  of 
Winthrop,  Me. — In  New  York,  J.  A.  Anderson,  M.D.  aged 30. — In  Charlestown, 
Va.  Dr. Thomas  H.  Gibson,  of  Circleville,  Ohio. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  August  27,  36.    Males,  20— females,  16. 

Dysentery,  2— cholera  infantum,  2— infantile,  6— old  age,  1— throat  distemper,  2— bowel  complaint, 
6 — liver  complaint,  1 — hooping  cough,  I — teething,  1 — convulsions,  2 — canker  in  the  bowels,  1— dropsy 
on  the  brain,  4— bilious  fever,  1— accidental,  1— intemperance,  1— inflammation  of  bowels,  3— cholera 
morbus,  1— stillborn,  2. 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 
The  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  be<;in  at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  in 
Mason  Street,  Boston,  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  next,  at  1-4  before  9  A.  M.  and  will  con- 
tinue three  months.  For  one  month  after  the  end  of  the  course  Lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  Dissecting  Room  will  be  open  to  such  Students  as  may  remain,  without  additional  fee. 
Such  Students  may  also  attend  the  Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 


Anatomy  and  Operations  in  Surgery,       -  -       -         -                     Dr.  Warren. 

Chemistry,      -      --      --      -  Dr.  Webster. 

Materia  Medica,         -  Dr.  Bioelow. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,       -  Dr.  Channing. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  -                                   Dr.  Hayward. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  -            Dr.  Ware. 


Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  usual  on  the  cases  in  the  Massachusetts  General  FVispital, 
New  Dissecting  Room. —  A  new  Dissecting  Room  is  now  building,  and  will  be  finished  before  the 
Lectures  begin.  It  will  occupy  all  the  vacant  land  at  the  East  of  the  Medical  College.  Every  care 
is  taking  to  make  this  important  part  of  the  Medical  School  as  perfect  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  fur- 
nish to  the  Student  ample  facilities  for  prosecuting  his  Anatomical  studies.  The  legal  enactments  of 
the  State,  so  liberally  and  so  wisely  framed,  will  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  applied  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  important  objects.  WALTER  CHANNING,  Dean. 
Jul)  ,  1836.  eoptN 


PEPPERELL  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

Dr.  Nehemiah  Cutter  would  inform  his  friends  and  the  public  that  he  has  returned  to  Pepperell, 
and  has  taken  charge  of  the  institution  for  invalids,  at  that  place,  to  which  he  will  devote  strict 
personal  attention  at  all  timeg.  He  solicits  a  continuance  of  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  his 
friends  and  the  public  generally. 

Pepperell,  Mass.  July  27,  J 836.  Ausr.  3— tf 


REMOVAL. 

CHARLES  WHITE  respectfully  informs  the  Physicians,  his  friends,  and  the  public,  that  he  has  re- 
moved to  No.  230  Washington  St.  four  doors  south  of  Summer  St  and  nearly  opposite  his  old  stand. 

C.  W.  returns  his  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Physicians,  and  his  friends,  for  their  past 
favors,  and  hopes,  by  strict  personal  attention,  as  heretofore,  to  Physicians'  prescriptions,  and  to  the 
compounding  and  delivery  of  Family  Medicines,  to  have  a  continuance. 

Boston,  Aug.  24.  6t 
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MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there,.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day.- 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        -      --       --      --      --      --      ---     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  theTremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

BERKSHIRE  MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

The  Annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  183(3  will  commence  the  last  Thursday  in  August,  and  continue 

thirteen  weeks. 

H.  H.  Childs,M.  D.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 
E.  Bartlett,  M.D.  Pathological  Anatomy. 
David  Palmer,  M.D.  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 
C.  Dewey,  M.D.  Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy. 
W.  Parker,  M.D.  Surgery  and  Physiology. 
R.  Watts,  Jr.  M.D.  General  and  .Special  Anatomy. 
Hon.  Henry  Hubbard,  Legal  Medicine. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  in  issuing  their  annual  Circular,  believe  them- 
selves justified  in  promising  to  those  young  men,  w  hose  local  situation  or  whose  personal  predilec- 
tions may  lead  them  to  a  connection  with  the  School,  a  course  of  public  instruction  as  thorough,  effi- 
cient and  practical  as  can  be  enjoyed  at  any  of  our  various  .medical  establishments.    To  the  branches 
heretofore  taught,  which  have  been  the  same  as  in  other  American  Medical  Schools,  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  addition  of  a  Course  of  Lectures  on  Pathological  Anatomy,  to  be  illustrat- 
ed by  morbid  specimens  and  by  an  extensive  series  of  colored  representations  of  diseased  structures. 

By 'legalizing  the  study  of  Anatomy,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  furnished  its  Schools 
with  superior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy.  I:  has  also,  by  this  provision,  most  effectually 
guarded  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead  against  all  violation. 

Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and  those  who  have  received  the  degree  of  M.D. 
are  admitted  gratuitously  to  the  Lectures.  The  degree  of  M.D.  is  conferred  at  the  annual  Com- 
mencement of  the  institution  and  at  the  Commencement  of  Williams  College.  The  requisitions  for 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  are  three  full  years  study  under  a  regular  practitioner,  attendance 
on  two  full  Courses  of  medical  lectures  in  regularly  established  medical  institutions,  an  adequate 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  good  moral  character. 

Fee  for  the  whole  course  of  Lectures  is  $50;  those  who  have  already  attended  two  full  courses  at 
an  incorporated  medical  school,  pay  $10.  Graduation/$16.  Board,  including  room  rent,  washing 
and  lodging,  $2  per  week  ;  without  washing,  $1  83  cents. 

In  one  week  after  the  close  of  the  Public  Lectures,  commences  the  winter  Reading  Term,  which 
continues  12  weeks,  and  is  devoted  to  Practical  Anatomy,  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery, 
and  Obstetrics.  By  order  of  the  Trustees, 

Pittsfield,  June  29,  183G.  P.  L.  HALL,  Secretary. 

Note.— The  following  authors  are  recommended  to  be  read  by  the  students  during  the  Lecture  Term. 
O.i  Anatomy,  C.  Bell,  Homer,  Cloquet,  and  Wistar. 
Surgery,  S.  Cooper,  W.  Gibson,  and  Sir  A.  Cooper's  Works. 
Practice  and  Theory,  Gregory,  Good,  Eberle,  Dewees,  and  Mackintosh. 
Obstetric*,  J.  Burns,  Dewees,  and  London  Practice. 
Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Beck,  Chapman,  and  Eberle. 
Vhemistry,  Brande,  Turner  and  Beck. 

Pathological  Anatomy,  Andral,  Louis,  Horner,  Gross  on  the  Bones.  July  27— tS. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICI ANS  AND  SURGEONS  OF  THE  WESTERN  DISTRICT— Fairfield, 
Herkimer  Co.— The  next  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  con- 
tinue sixteen  weeks.    The  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  follows. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  -  D»-  McNaughton. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,         -  -  -  -  Da.  Hadley. 

On  Practice  of  Physic  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Dr.  Delamater. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence;  -  -  Dr.  Beck. 

On  Surgery  and  Midwifery,  -  -  -  Dh-  Mussey. 

Dr.  Willoughby  will  also  lecture  on  the  latter  branch. 
Tickets  for  the  whole  course,  $50. 

\nv  further  Information  that  is  desired  maybe  obtained  from  either  of  the  above  professors. 

y  JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 

Fairfield,  Herkimer  Co.  N.  Y.  Aug.  10.— 4t 
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TREATMENT  OF  CHOREA  AT  THE  11  HOPITAL  DES  ENFANS 
MALADES,"  PARIS. 

Chorea,  or  "  St.  Vitus's  dance,"  as  it  is  popularly  called,  is  a  disease 
which  very  seldom  terminates  in  a  fatal  manner,  and  it  is  only  occasion- 
ally— at  very  distant  intervals — that  children  laboring  under  this  affec- 
tion are  cut  off  by  some  supervening  malady.  We  have  had  occasion 
to  observe  only  two  necropsies  of  children  who  have  died  while  affected 
with  chorea,  and  the  results  of  an  examination  were  completely  negative. 
The  symptoms  of  chorea  are  well  known  to  all  practitioners  who  have 
had  the  slightest  experience  in  the  diseases  of  children  ;  we  shall  not 
therefore  recur  to  them  here,  or  to  its  treatment.  The  remedies  which 
have  been  at  different  times  employed  in  chorea,  are  very  different. 
Since  the  time  of  Drs.  Hamilton  and  Parr,  purgatives  have,  we  believe, 
been  the  favorite  remedies  with  English  practitioners,  who,  amongst  the 
multifarious  accidents  which  they  attribute  to  disorders  of  the  digestive  or- 
gans, foul  bowels,  constipation,  &c,  rank  also  chorea  sancti  viti.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  Underwood  that  it -should  be  so  ranked,  and  of  his  last  "  editor," 
who  seems  inclined  to  superadd  want  of  tone  in  the  system.  We  do  not 
mean  to  assert  that  certain  cases  of  chorea  may  not  depend  on  irritation 
of  the  intestinal  canal,  for  such  we  suppose  to  be  the  translation  of 
"  foul  bowels  "  into  medical  language  ;  but  we  are  strongly  inclined  to 
regard  the  opinion  as  erroneous,  which  would  attribute  chorea  in  a  gen- 
eral manner  to  derangement  of  the  digestive  system.  On  the  contrary, 
we  are  disposed  to  consider  it  as  essentially  a  disease  of  the  nervous 
centres,  occasionally  depending  on  irritation,  but  in  a  vast  majority  of 
cases  produced  by  causes  whose  influence  we  are  not  yet  sufficiently 
advanced  to  be  able  to  appreciate.  Purgatives  are  employed,  it  is  true, 
with  considerable  success  in  the  treatment  of  chorea ;  hence  certain 
writers,  and  a  great  number  of  practitioners,  draw  the  very  illogical  con- 
clusion that  chorea  depends  upon  "  worms,  foulness  of  the  bowels,"  &c, 
and  that  we  must  torment  our  patient  with  a  course  of  mercurial  or  alo- 
etic  purging.  If  a  large  number  of  cases  of  chorea  be  cured  by 
the  purgative  method,  it  is  because  chorea,  like  certain  other  nervous 
affections,  yields,  generally  speaking,  to  any  strong  impression  made  upon 
the  system,  and  not  because  the  disease  depends  immediately  on  disor- 
der of  the  digestive  function,  removed  by  aloes  or  calomel.  We  are  in- 
duced to  make  this  assertion,  which  will  probably  appear  heterodox  to 
many  disciples  of  the  purgative  school,  by  the  fact  that  we  have  seen 
a  vast  number  of  cases  of  chorea  (of  all  descriptions,  and  tajcen  indis- 
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criminately)  treated  by  the  simple  means  of  cold  effusion,  and  with  the 
most  happy  results.  For  the  last  five  years  baths  have  been  the  favor- 
ite remedy  at  the  Hopital  dcs  Enfans  Malades.  They  are  adminis- 
tered under  various  forms;  cold-baths  at  the  ordinary  temperature,  im- 
mersion-baths at  15  degrees,  and  sulphureous  baths.  MM.  Jadelot  and 
Guersent,  who  have  the  care  of  the  scrofulous  patients  during  the  winter 
months,  and  do  not  take  charge  of  the  acute  wards  before  the  arrival  of 
summer,  are  in  the  habit,  the  former,  of  employing  cold-baths,  the  latter, 
immersion-baths.*  Whenever  any  apprehension  is  entertained  of  the 
existence  of  bronchitis,  either  in  the  acute  or  chronic  form,  M.  Guersent 
replaces  the  immersion-baths  by  sulphureous  baths,  a  remedy  proposed 
about  four  years  ago  by  M.  Baudelocque,  who  has  since  continued  con- 
stantly to  employ  them.  The  sulphur-bath  is  composed  by  adding 
about  4  oz.  of  the  sulphuret  of  potass  to  a  common  bath,  in  which  the 
patient  is  placed  for  an  hour.  Fifteen  to  twenty  baths  are  in  most  cases 
sufficient  to  remove  the  disease.  Thus,  from  the  month  of  September 
1832  to  the  month  of  January  1833,  fourteen  girls  were  treated  exclu- 
sively with  the  sulphur-baths,  one  every  day  excepting  on  Thursdays 
and  Saturdays.  Of  these  fourteen,  thirteen  were  perfectly  cured,  and 
the  mean  duration  of  the  patients'  sojourn  in  the  hospital  was  only  twenty- 
four  days.  We  doubt  if  any  other  method  can  furnish  such  favorable 
results.  Should  the  disease  resist  the  administration  of  ten  or  twelve 
baths,  M.  Baudelocque  is  accustomed  to  add  the  subcarbonate  of  iron 
interiorly.  During  the  course  of  the  malady  he  prescribes  a  substantial 
diet  and  a  double  ration  of  wine.  The  ordinary  drink  of  the  patient  is 
an  infusion  of  linden  leaf  and  orange  flowers.  MM.  Guersent  and  Ja- 
delot sometimes  administer  the  oxide  of  zinc,  valerian  and  meglin  pills 
(composed  of  Ox.  Zinci  et  Valer.)  The  acetate  of  morphine  has  lat- 
terly been  tried  in  four  cases,  but  without  any  advantageous  results. 
Purgatives  are  given  in  all  cases  where  constipation  exists,  or  whenever 
the  presence  of  intestinal  worms  is  suspected  ;  and  if  there  be  any  symp- 
toms of  plethora,  some  blood  is  abstracted  from  the  system. — Lancet. 


TOPOGRAPHY  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE  COUNTRY  OF  ASSAM. 

BY  ASSISTANT   SURGEON  MC  COSH. 
(Concluded  from  page  58.) 

Natural  Productions. — Assam,  with  all  its  wastes  and  jungles,  however 
much  neglected  and  abused  by  man,  has  not  been  altogether  forgotten  by 
Nature,  in  her  distribution  of  the  good  things  of  this  life.  The  tea 
plant,  the  coffee,  and  the  plantain,  grow  wild  upon  the  mountains  uncul- 
tivated and  till  of  late  uncared  for.  Every  individual  connected  with 
the  welfare  of  our  adopted  land,  and  with  the  independence  and  pros- 
perity of  the  land  that  gave  us  birth,  must  rejoice  in  the  interest  which 
Government  has  lately  taken  in  the  cultivation  of  the  tea  plant,  and  in 
their  following  up  the  praiseworthy  exertions  of  Captain  Jenkins,  Com- 
missioner for  Assam,  and  Lieut.  Charleton,  who  ascertained  its  positive 


*  We  call  an  "  immersion  bath,"  one  into  which  t  he  child  is  plunged  four  or  five  times  successively, 
instead  of  bofrig  placed  in  Hie  bath  for  a  certain  time. 
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existence  in  the  British  dominions  and  brought  it  seriously  to  public  no- 
tice. Yes  !  the  genuine  tea  plant  grows  as  favorably  upon  the  hills  of 
Upper  Assam,  as  in  the  adjoining  provinces  of  China,  and  it  only  re- 
quires the  same  attention  to  be  bestowed  upon  its  culture  and  manufac- 
ture, to  secure  the  same  blessing  to  ourselves  and  our  country,  which 
has  for  such  a  series  of  years  so  materially  added  to  the  revenues  of  the 
Chinese  Empire. 

It  is  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished  for,  that  the  Government 
of  India  will  spare  neither  trouble  nor  expense  in  trying  what  can  be 
done  by  a  well  arranged  tea  plantation,  on  a  pretty  extensive  scale. 
The  distance  of  the  tea  district  from  Calcutta,  though  great,  will  be 
easily  surmounted  when  such  a  noble  river  as  the  Burhampooter  is  al- 
ways open  for  boats  of  the  largest  burden,  even  to  the  base  of  the 
mountains  where  the  tea  grows;  nor  ought  this  consideration  to  be  for- 
gotten, that  in  the  event  of  complete  success,  of  which  there  can  be  so 
little  doubt,  they  may  eventually  turn  one  of  the  richest  streams  of 
commerce  into  their  own  gardens,  and  cope  with  or  even  excel  the 
Chinese  themselves  in  one  of  the  most  valuable  articles  of  European 
luxury. 

m  The  coffee  plant  could  perhaps  be  turned  to  no  less  advantage  than 
the  tea,  and  would  require  still  less  care  and  attention.  On  the  hills 
around  Gowalparah  it  grows  as  abundantly  as  the  heath  on  the  British 
mountains,  and  continues  in  blossom  a  great  portion  of  the  year,  giving 
the  hills  the  appearance  of  being  covered  with  snow.  Though  but  a 
small  plant  in  its  natural  state  and  seldom  higher  than  eighteen  inches, 
yet  when  cultivated  it  grows  to  the  height  of  five  or  six  feet,  and  so  stout 
as  to  form  a  walking  stick.  In  its  wild  state  it  is  not  very  fruitful,  bring- 
ing but  few  berries  to  perfection  ;  but  by  proper  gardening  it  might  be 
made  as  productive  as  the  domestic  coffee. 

The  ratan  grows  wild  throughout  Assam,  and  so  luxuriantly  as  to  form 
the  most  impenetrable  of  all  jungles.  Though  not  equal  to  that  of  the 
Eastern  Archipelago  in  point  of  strength  and  beauty  of  polish,  it  is  still 
a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  the  natives,  and  when  split  into  withes  is 
converted  into  every  use,  from  that  of  a  rope  to  a  thread,  and  seems  to 
answer  all  the  purpose  as  well,  and  sometimes  better.  The  main  stems, 
some  of  which  are  two  hundred  feet  long,  though  little  thicker  than  the 
finger,  are  in  mountainous  passes  wrought  into  suspension  bridges,  and  the 
rind  of  the  spine  of  the  leaves  is  extensively  used  for  making  mats. 

India  rubber,  or  caoutchouc,  is  procurable  from  a  tree  in  the  forests, 
but  it  is  of  inferior  quality.  The  strawberry,  with  a  single  yellow  flow- 
er, is  indigenous,  but  dwarfed  in  size  and  destitute  of  flavor.  The  tribe 
of  ferns,  so  rare  in  most  parts  of  India,  are  very  numerous,  and  many  of 
them  very  beautiful.  Fig  trees  form  a  large  share  of  the  vegetation, 
but  the  fruit  of  none  of  them  is  eatable.  There  is  a  countless  variety 
of  creepers  upon  the  hills,  whose  beauty  and  perfume  would  render  them 
valuable  acquisitions  to  the  bower  or  the  parterre.  The  variety  of  Pa- 
rasite plants  is  numerous  and  interesting.  The  betel  nut  palm  is  culti- 
vated to  a  large  extent  about  most  villages  ;  but  the  cocoa,  the  date,  and 
palmira  are  rare.    At  Gowalparah  there  is  a  most  singular  instance  of  a 
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betel  nut  tree  giving  out  shoots  and  saplings.  The  main  trunk  is  about 
ten  feet  high  and  in  good  health,  though  not  yet  arrived  at  maturity.  A 
bud  or  shoot,  about  the  size  and  appearance  of  a  good-sized  onion  when 
beginning  to  sprout,  is  situated  on  each  of  the  three  lowest  rings  of  the 
trunk,  and  from  amongst  the  roots  around  the  stem,  spring  nine  or  ten 
thriving  saplings,  from  one  to  six  feet  high.  This  vegetable  phenome- 
non attracts  a  great  deal  of  the  attention  of  the  natives,  and  is  believed 
by  them  to  be  the  certain  prediction  of  some  piece  of  great  good  for- 
tune befalling  the  possessors. 

Fruit  trees  of  all  kinds,  with  very  few  exceptions  indeed,  do  not  at  all 
thrive  in  Assam,  and  are  seldom  or  never  brought  to  perfection  ;  either 
the  roots  are  eaten  up  by  the  white  ants,  or  the  bark  becomes  cankered 
and  diseased,  or  the  leaves  are  gorged  by  insects;  and  before  the  abor- 
tive fruit  is  half  ripe,  it  is  filled  with  worms  and  uneatable.  Even  those 
fruits  which  might  be  considered  indigenous,  as  the  fig  and  the  mangoe, 
share  the  same  fate,  with  the  peach,  the  pear,  the  plum,  and  the  apricot. 

Animals. — Compared  with  those  of  most  other  jungly  countries,  there 
is  scarcely  any  peculiarity  in  the  animals  of  Assam.  Wild  elephants 
are  plentiful,  and  move  in  large  herds.  Great  numbers  are  caught  every 
year,  and  transported  to  other  countries  ;  but  the  speculation  is  very  pre- 
carious, as  many  of  them  die  before  they  are  domesticated.  A  few  are 
shot  in  their  wild  state,  merely  for  their  ivory.  They  are  frequently  very 
dangerous,  and  many  of  the  natives  are  annually  killed  by  them. 

The  rhinoceros  inhabit  the  densest  and  most  retired  parts  of  the 
country.  The  young  ones  are  a  good  deal  looked  after,  but  so  difficult 
to  be  found,  that  a  parly  with  two  or  three  elephants  do  not  succeed  in 
catching  above  one  or  two  in  a  season,  and  these  when  caught  frequent- 
ly die  in  the  nursing.  The  mode  of  taking  them  is  first  to  shoot  the 
mother,  and  then  the  calf  is  easily  secured.  Frequently  the  mother,  in 
her  dying  agonies,  lays  hold  of  her  young  one  with  her  teeth,  and  lac- 
erates it  so  severely  that  it  dies  of  its  wounds.  In  those  books  of  na- 
tural history,  of  which  I  am  in  possession,  the  rhinoceros  lndicus  is  de- 
scribed as  having  no  canine  teeth  ;  but  on  inspection  of  a  skull  a  few 
days  ago,  1  found  two  very  stout  canines,  one  on  each  side  of  the  two 
incisors  of  the  lower  jaw.  The  upper  jaw  was  so  incomplete  that  I 
could  determine  nothing  respecting  their  existence  in  it.  The  old  rhi- 
noceroses are  frequently  killed  for  the  sake  of  their  horns  alone,  to 
which  the  natives  attach  a  great  deal  of  sanctity  ;  so  much  so,  that  the  gen- 
eral belief  is,  that  there  is  no  more  certain  way  of  insuring  a  place  in  the 
celestial  regions,  than  to  be  tossed  to  death  on  the  horn  of  a  rhinoceros. 
These  horns  are  as  hard  as  bone,  very  stout  and  broad  at  the  base,  and 
seldom  longer  than  eight  or  ten  inches.  They  have  a  slight  curvature 
towards  the  forehead,  and  in  color  are  as  black  as  the  buffalo's.  The 
horn  is  not  a  process  of  the  bones  of  the  nose,  but  united  to  them  by  a 
concave  surface,  so  as  to  admit  of  being  detached  by  maceration,  or  by 
a  severe  blow.  It  has  no  pith,  but  the  centre  is  a  little  more  cellular 
than  the  rest.  Considering  the  wild  and  sequestered  habit  of  these  ani- 
mals, it  is  surprising  how  very  easily  they  are  tamed.  With  a  little 
training,  a  young  one,  a  few  months  after  being  caught,  may  be  turned 
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loose  to  feed,  and  be  ridden  by  children.  They  contract  a  strong  af- 
fection for  their  keeper,  come  at  his  call,  and  follow  his  steps  wherever 

he  goes. 

Tigers,  leopards,  and  bears,  are  numerous,  but  though  they  occasion- 
ally carry  off  a  bullock,  accidents  to  human  life  are  rare.  There  is  a 
reward  of  six  rupees  a  head  allowed  by  Government  for  their  destruc- 
tion. Certain  castes  adopt  this  as  their  profession,  and  make  a  good 
livelihood  by  it.  They  destroy  them  by  means  of  poisoned  arrows. 
Having  found  out  a  recently  frequented  track,  they  fix  a  strong  bamboo 
bow  (a  modification  of  the  cross-bow)  horizontally,  upon  three  forked 
sticks,  driven  firmly  into  the  ground,  and  just  so  high  as  to  be  on  a  level 
with  the  tiger's  shoulder.  The  bow  being  bent  and  the  poisoned  arrow 
fixed,  a  string  connected  with  the  trigger  is  carried  across  the  path  in  the 
same  direction  with  the  arrow  and  secured  to  a  peg.  The  tiger  in  pass- 
ing along  comes  in  contact  with  this  string,  the  bow  is  instantly  let  off, 
and  the  arrow  is  lodged  in  his  breast.  So  very  active  is  this  poison  that 
the  animal,  though  not  otherwise  mortally  wounded,  is  commonly  dead 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  place  where  he  was  struck. 

Wild  buffaloes  abound  in  all  parts  of  Assam.  They  are  not  much 
sought  for  unless  by  some  classes  for  eating.  They  are  too  fierce  and 
formidable  to  be  robbed  of  their  young  with  impunity  ;  and  as  they  are 
seldom  found  solitary  like  the  rhinoceros,  the  calves  could  not  be  secured 
even  at  the  expense  of  the  parent's  life.  It  is  the  common  practice  to 
breed  from  the  wild  buffaloes;  no  males  are  kept  by  the  feeders:  the 
tame  herd  is  driven  towards  the  jungle,  where  they  are  joined  by  the 
wild  males,  who  continue  in  the  flock  during  the  season. 

Of  all  the  animals  that  roam  the  forest,  not  even  excepting  poisonous 
serpents  and  beasts  of  prey,  the  buffalo  is  the  most  formidable,  and  the 
most  to  be  dreaded  when  defenceless ;  and  more  inhabitants  are  destroy- 
ed by  his  gore  than  by  all  other  animals  put  together.  Scarcely  a  month 
passes  without  some  person  being  attacked  in  this  district  and  gored  to 
death.  A  man  was  lately  brought  in  to  me  with  the  whole  of  his 
stomach  protruding  through  a  small  wound  in  the  epigastric  region. 
The  horn  had  entered  the  stomach,  and  a  small  bole  existed,  like  the 
mouth  of  a  purse,  into  which  I  could  introduce  my  finger.  He  had  two 
other  wounds  in  his  body,  both  of  which  seemed  mere  scratches  ;  but 
one  of  them  entered  the  thorax,  and  the  other  the  abdomen.  He  had 
been  gored  the  day  before  I  saw  him,  and  been  conveyed  from  a  dis- 
tance on  a  hurdle  ;  but  with  all  my  care  he  died  next  morning.  The 
only  thing  remarkable  in  this  case  was  his  living  so  long  with  wounds  in 
such  vital  parts. 

Climate  and  Seasons. — There  is  a  greater  equality  of  temperature  in 
Assam,  whether  during  the  24  hours,  or  throughout  the  year,  than  is 
general  throughout  India,  the  average  of  Fahrenheit  ranging  at  noon, 
through  the  last  year,  from  63  to  85  degrees. 

The  hot  weather  is  much  more  moderate  and  endurable :  there  are 
no  hot  winds,  and  a  tattie  is  unknown.  The  nights  are  cool  and  refresh- 
ing, and  a  punkah  is  but  seldon  put  in  motion.  It  must  be  allowed  that 
the  cold  weather  is  not  so  cold  and  bracing  as  in  the  Upper  Provinces ; 
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during  November,  December,  and  January,  intense  fogs  prevail,  impene- 
trable to  the  sun's  rays,  till  1 1  or  12  o'clock.  February,  March,  and  April 
are  the  most  agreeable  months  in  the  year,  and  during  that  season  decid- 
edly preferable  to  most  other  provinces.  So  cool  and  congenial  is  the 
temperature  during  April,  that  warm  clothing  is  still  in  use.  Very  vio- 
lent storms  are  frequent  during  April,  May,  and  June,  accompanied 
with  tremendous  thunder  and  lightning,  and  by  hail  showers  and  torrents 
of  rain.  Though  very  awful,  and  frequently  very  dangerous,  these  tor- 
nadoes are  grand  and  sublime  in  the  extreme  ;  and  few  phenomena  of 
nature  excite  a  stronger  sensation  of  interest,  or  gratify  the  observer  with 
more  majestic  conceptions  of  the  "  war  of  elements,"  the  wreck  of  matter, 
and  the  crush  of  worlds.  One  afternoon  while  watching  the  progress  of 
one  of  these  syphoons,  I  seemed  literally  enveloped  with  lightning  as  if 
the  electric  discharge  had  taken  place  at  my  feet.  A  few  minutes  after 
T  heard  that  the  house  of  a  writer,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  where  I  stood,  had  been  struck.  On  going  thither  I  found  that  the 
electric  fluid  had  penetrated  the  thatch,  descended  by  a  post  in  the  wall, 
and  on  reaching  the  floor  had  separated  into  two  parts,  diverging  in  op- 
posite directions.  The  mat  walls  were  torn  to  pieces,  everything  in  the 
house  was  turned  upside  down,  above  a  dozen  yards  of  earth  were 
ploughed  up  to  a  depth  of  three  or  four  feet,  large  stones  were  splinter- 
ed, and  the  fragments  tossed  to  several  yards  distance.  The  hole  in  the 
thatch  presented  the  same  appearance  as  if  an  18  pound  shot  had  enter- 
ed, but  without  any  trace  of  combustion.  The  writer  was  in  the  house 
at  the  time,  and  farther  than  being  bespattered  with  mud  and  pretty  well 
frightened,  received  no  injury  whatever. 

Assam  is  quite  uninfluenced  by  the  changes  of  the  monsoon  ;  the 
wind  blows  from  the  east  for  more  than  nine  months  in  the  year,  and 
seldom  from  any  other  direction  for  more  than  a  few  days  at  a  time.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  rain  it  frequently  blows  from  the  west  for  four 
or  five  days  in  succession  ;  these  westerly  winds  are  always  hotter  and 
more  unpleasant  than  the  easterly,  and  are  as  unwelcome  as  the  east 
winds  in  the  Upper  Provinces  during  the  hot  winds. 

The  rains  set  in  very  early  in  Assam,  commencing  in  the  beginning 
of  April  ;  nor  are  they  sooner  over  on  that  account,  but  continue  till 
the  middle  of  October,  thus  prolonging  the  rainy  season  to  half  the 
year.  This  long  continuance  of  the  rains,  together  with  the  heavy  fog 
of  the  cold  weather,  renders  the  atmosphere  extremely  moist,  and  salt, 
saltpetre,  and  even  sugar,  melt,  and  dissolve  into  a  liquid. 

About  the  first  of  July  the  Burhampooter  is  swollen  to  its  full  height, 
and  the  whole  country  is  an  inland  sea.  Whole  herds  of  wild  animals,  no 
longer  able  to  maintain  their  ground  upon  the  islands  where  they  had 
grazed  during  the  dry  season,  then  commit  themselves  to  the  tide  and 
swim  stoutly  for  shelter  to  the  neighboring  hills.  It  is  quite  astonishing 
how  rapidly  they  do  swim,  and  to  what  a  distance  ;  but  animals  of  all 
kinds,  domestic  as  well  as  wild,  are  demi-amphibious,  yet  with  all  their 
strength  of  sinew  and  agility,  many  of  them  cross  the  boundless  flood  in 
vain.  The  inhabitants  are  constantly  on  the  look-out  for  such  prizes, 
and  with  well-manned  canoes  dash  out  into  the  stream  and  spear  them 


Topography  and  Diseases  of  the  Country  of  Assam. 


75 


before  they  can  get  to  shore.  Nor  is  their  sport  altogether  unattended 
with  danger ;  an  elephant  or  a  buffalo  is  nearly  as  formidable  in  the 
water  as  out  of  it ;  even  a  deer  or  a  hog  is  not  to  be  run  down  with  ims 
punity  ;  the  boats  are  frequently  upset,  and  sometimes  fatal  accident- 
ensue. 

The  rainy  season  may  be  called  the  carnival  in  Assam  ;  all  the  labors 
of  the  field  are  suspended,  every  one  seems  happy  and  contented,  and 
lives  luxuriously  upon  haunches  of  venison,  or  steaks  of  the  hog  or  buf- 
falo. The  flood  of  Ducalion  is  realized  in  a  great  measure  every  year. 
The  timid  deer,  exhausted  with  long  swimming  and  fatigue,  is  glad  to 
take  shelter  in  a  cow  house  or  a  cottage.  The  tiger  and  the  buffalo 
swim  together  in  amity;  and  the  elephant  and  her  young  with  the  wild 
hos;  and  her  sucklings.  The  native  anchors  his  boat  to  his  own  roof-tree  ; 
performs  his  ablutions  on  his  flooded  hearth,  and  drags  his  net  in  his  to- 
bacco garden  ;  where  the  oxen  lately  ploughed,  they  are  swam  in  droves 
across  to  higher  pasture ;  where  a  field  of  thriving  grain  a  short  time  be- 
fore waved  in  the  rising  sun,  nothing  there  waves  but  the  muddy  water  ; 
the  sites  of  large  villages  are  known  only  by  their  roofs  above  the  stream, 
and  the  situations  of  others  are  pointed  out  only  by  a  few  palm  trees 
weeping  over  their  drowned  and  deserted  foundations. 

Earthquakes. — Earthquakes  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  Assam,  and 
hardly  a  month  throughout  the  year  passes  without  one  or  more  convul- 
sions. Between  1st  May  1834,  and  1st  May  1835,  we  have  experi- 
enced no  less  than  12  shocks,  viz.  on  the  1st  July,  3d  August,  6th  Au- 
gust, 30th  September,  19th  October,  6th  November,  8th  January,  6th 
February,  11th  February,  23d  March,  and  30th  April.  The  two  last 
were  very  violent  and  lasted  about  one  minute.  They  were  much  more 
severely  felt  farther  up  the  Burhampooter,  I  am  told,  than  at  Bisnauth. 
Their  progress  was  marked  by  an  undulation  of  the  earth's  surface  like 
waves  upon  the  ocean  ;  in  some  parts  the  ground  opened,  and  water 
gushed  through  the  fissures.  They  all  proceeded  from  west  to  east  with 
a  subterranean  noise  like  a  loud  clap  of  thunder. 

These  earthquakes  produce  the  greatest  alarm  amongst  the  natives. 
The  moment  one  is  heard,  every  soul  rushes  out  of  the  house  into  the 
street,  and  a  universal  shout  of  terror  is  raised  and  continued  till  all  is 
again  quiet. 

These  earthquakes  are  seldom  accompanied  with  any  serious  damage  ; 
they  occasionally  make  a  rent  in  a  puckah  wall,  or  throw  down  a  piece  of 
plaster,  but  rarely  do  more  ;  however,  there  are  exceptions  to  the  contrary. 
About  twenty  years  ago,  the  natives  inhabiting  a  small  knoll  near  the 
hill  of  Govvalparah  were  so  terrified  by  the  unusual  shaking  of  the  little 
hill,  that  they  fled  from  it  for  safety,  and  ran  to  a  distance;  but  when 
they  returned,  their  houses  and  their  hill  had  disappeared,  and  a  large 
pool  of  water,  five  or  six  fathoms  deep,  occupied  its  place.  From  all  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  this  story  is  perfectly  correct.  The  pool  is  still 
known  by  the  catastrophe,  and  makes  one  of  the  finest  and  most  con- 
venient tanks  possible. 

Salubrity. — 1  come  now  to  the  most  important  part  of  this  paper, 
viz.  the  healthiness  of  Assam,  and  as  a  prejudice  has  long  existed  against 
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it,  and  some  offices  have  carried  this  feeling  so  far  as  to  exact  a  higher 
rate  of  premium  on  the  insurance  of  lives  in  that  province,  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  show  on  what  grounds  they  do  so. 

It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  all  new  countries  in  India,  when  first 
taken  possession  of  by  the  British,  have  been  found  unhealthy  ;  nor 
have  they  ceased  to  be  otherwise,  till  a  settled  state  of  the  country  al- 
lowed them  to  abandon  these  sinks  of  human  life,  the  possession  of 
which  in  time  of  war  was  of  the  greatest  importance :  till  too  often 
dearly  bought  experience  enabled  them  to  select  stations  more  congenial 
to  European  constitutions ;  till  the  new  cantonments  were  cleared  of 
their  native  pestilential  jungle,  the  swamps  drained,  and  comfortable 
houses  erected.  That  this  was  frequently  the  case  on  our  taking  pos- 
session of  Assam,  the  tombs  "  unlettered  and  unknown,"  of  many  brave 
officers  in  places  long  deserted  by  Europeans,  afford  melancholy  proof. 
Thus  Assam  was  saddled  with  a  name  which  even  to  this  day  clings  to 
it.  It  will  no  doubt  be  urged  that  the  mortality  of  recent  years  justifies 
its  original  character,  and  the  lamented  names  of  Scott,  Noufville,  Bid- 
dingfield,  Boulton,  Beadon,  Leslie,  Brodie,  and  Carthcart,  will  be  ad- 
duced as  evidence  incontrovertible.  But  so  far  as  climate  is  concerned, 
these  casualties  might  have  occurred  in  most  parts  of  India. 

So  much  depends  upon  the  selection  of  a  station,  that  one  side  of  the 
river  may  be  particularly  unhealthy,  while  the  other  side  is  the  very  re- 
verse. At  Joggigopa  a  considerable  detachment  was  at  one  time  posted, 
but  it  proved  eminently  unhealthy,  and  though  frequently  relieved,  it 
generally  left  one  or  two  officers  behind.  Yet  on  the  opposite  shore  of 
the  Burhampooter  is  the  station  of  Gowalparah,  perhaps  the  healthiest 
in  Assam.  With  a  proper  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  country,  to  the 
marshes  formed  by  the  river,  and  the  prevailing  winds,  I  am  convinced 
that  as  healthy  stations  may  be  selected  in  Assam  as  in  any  part  of  Bengal 
Proper.  But  not  to  dwell  longer  on  theory,  I  shall  now  enter  upon  a 
more  particular  account  of  this  station,  and  leave  it  for  others  to  judge 
of  its  climate. 

Gowalparah. — Gowalparah  stands  upon  the  top  of  an  oblong  hill 
about  320  feet  high,  and  nearly  three  miles  round,  jutting  out  into  the 
river  so  as  to  be  nearly  surrounded  with  water.  Indeed,  during  the 
rains  it  is  altogether  surrounded,  and  changed  into  a  complete  island. 
The  inundated  state  of  the  country  around  the  foot  of  the  hill  is  the  less 
inconvenient,  from  the  most  picturesque  roads  having  been  cut  all  round 
it,  and  its  insular  situation  has  lately  been  obviated  by  the  formation  of 
a  strong  bund  across  a  wide  nullah,  which  connects  it  with  the  main 
land.  This  jutting  position  of  the  hill  always  secures  it  the  fresh  breezes 
of  the  river,  and  as  the  prevailing  winds  are  either  up  or  down  the 
stream,  it  is  for  many  miles  separated  from  the  seat  of  febrile  miasmata. 
Its  height  protects  it  against  the  intense  fogs  that  brood  during  the  night 
upon  the  plains,  and  which  do  not  ascend  the  hill  till  after  sunrise.  Not 
the  least  important  advantage  Gowalparah  possesses,  is  its  abounding  with 
copious  springs  of  delicious  fresh  water.  No  small  meed  of  praise  is 
due  to  the  present  judge  and  magistrate,  Capt.  Davidson,  who  about 
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fourteen  years  ago  selected  it  for  a  station  out  of  such  a  country  of  jhils 
and  jungle. 

The  following  two  abstracts,  calculated  from  the  monthly  reports  of 
the  Hospitals  from  1st  May  1834  to  1st  May  1835,  will  give  a  fair  idea 
of  the  sickness  at  this  station,  and  qualify  it  for  being  compared  with 


any  others. 

Sebundy  Hospital. 

Average  strength  of  Corps,       ------  262 

Do.  sick  in  hospital,   -  10 

Do.  sick  p.  cent.,       -       --       --  --         3.  81 

Do.  deaths  of  sick  p.  cent.,       -  -           2.  52 

Death  of  strength  p.  cent.  p.  annum,        -  -                  1.  14 

Jail  Hospital. 

Average  number  of  Prisoners  in  Jail,           -  260 

Do.  sick  in  Hospital,       -------  13,3 

Do.  sick  p.  cent.,       -  -                5.  12 

Do.  deaths  of  sick  p.  cent.,        -  -         -         7.  81 

Death  of  strength  p.  cent.  p.  annum,        -       -  -            11.  53 


I  am  aware  that  a  station  may  be  more  unhealthy  one  year  than  an- 
other, and  that  one  year's  report  would  entitle  it  to  be  called  a  healthy 
place,  and  another  year's  report  to  the  contrary  ;  but  the  above  ab- 
stracts, so  far  from  showing  the  sickness  of  Gowalparah  in  the  most 
mitigated  form,  include  the  ravages  of  an  unprecedented  continuance  of 
cholera,  which  proved  fatal  in  nearly  one  half  of  the  yearly  amount  of 
deaths  amongst  the  prisoners. 

The  most  prevalent  diseases  amongst  the  Seapoys  are  intermittent  fe- 
ver and  syphilis.  This  last  disease  is  excessively  common  ;  and  frequent- 
ly more  men  are  laid  up  by  it  alone,  than  by  all  others  put  together. 
Throughout  the  whole  year  I  had  not  four  cases  of  continued  fever ; 
and  yet  a  great  proportion  of  the  Seapoys  were  stationed  at  outposts 
throughout  the  districts. 

Amongst  the  prisoners,  intermittent  fever,  diarrhoea,  and  dysentery 
are  the  most  frequent  diseases,  and  even  amongst  them  continued  fever 
is  rare.  Great  allowances  must  be  made  for  the  mortality  amongst  that 
unfortunate  class.  A  large  portion  of  them  is  composed  of  old  and  in- 
ferior men,  laboring  under  great  depression  of  spirits,  and  in  despair  of 
ever  living  to  see  the  termination  of  their  sentence.  Many  of  them  are 
the  inhabitants  of  mountainous  countries,  accustomed  to  lead  a  life  as 
wild  and  free  as  the  leopard  or  the  tiger,  whose  chief  employment  was 
fishing  or  hunting,  whose  drink  was  intoxicating  liquid,  and  whose  sub- 
sistence the  grossest  animal  food.  The  wild  animals  of  their  native 
jungles  could  not,  when  caught  in  a  net  and  caged,  feel  more  impatient 
of  restraint  than  they  do,  when  loaded  with  irons  and  pent  up  in  a  Jail. 
The  change  of  diet  from  animal  food  to  satiety,  with  a  large  allowance 
of  spirituous  liquors,  to  that  of  rice  and  water,  with  a  savoring  of  fish 
and  vegetables,  and  even  all  of  these  in  limited  quantity,  has,  in  addition 
to  their  confinement,  the  most  depressing  effect  upon  them,  and  were 
it  not  that  the  human  stomach  can  accommodate  itself  to  the  digestion 
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of  all  kinds  of  fare,  these  carnivorous  savages  would  loathe  the  vegeta- 
ble meal  to  which  they  are,  when  prisoners,  reduced,  and  die  of  inanition. 
— India  Med.  Jour. 


THEORY  OF  ARTICULATE  SOUNDS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir — In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  I  shall  endeavor  to  draw  from  memo- 
ry, and  send  you,  a  sketch  of  my  Theory  of  Articulate  Sounds,  or  An- 
alysis of  Articulate  Sounds,  and  their  External  Conformations. 

Considering  the  great  intricacy  of  the  subject,  the  "  vast  deal  of 
close  thinking,"  and  the  immense  number  of  experiments  and  obser- 
vations required  for  its  full  investigation,  de  novo,  you  can  hardly  be 
surprised  that  my  progress  has  been  so  slow  ;  especially  when  you  con- 
sider, also,  how  frequently  my  inquiries  have  been  interrupted,  and  how 
often  they  have  been  resumed,  after  long  intervals  of  forget  fulness. 

My  experiments  and  observations  amount  not  only  to  thousands,  but 
tens  of  thousands.  Merely  the  General  Index  to  about  half  of  the 
notes  that  I  have  written  on  this  subject,  has  taken  up  half  a  quire  of 
paper.  In  fact,  the  index  to  all  these  notes  would  require  at  least  half  as 
much  room  as  the  whole  work  itself,  if  I  should  publish.  These  notes 
consist  of  experiments  and  observations  made  or  proposed,  with  reason- 
ings upon  them — doubts,  queries,  hypotheses,  methods  of  inquiry,  errors, 
causes  of  errors,  &c. 

Since  writing  the  imperfect  outlines  formerly  communicated  to  you,  I 
have  been  at  great  pains  to  reduce  the  science  of  articulation  to  a  simple, 
comprehensive,  connected,  and  consistent  whole.  Indeed,  it  has  been 
my  constant  endeavor,  not  only  to  trace  causes,  and  consequences,  and 
to  discover  what  facts  admit  of  generalization,  but  to  raise,  an  jcipate,  and 
reply  to  objections.  Another  object  has  been,  to  discover,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  causes  of  the  errors  into  which  I  have  fallen.  The  causes  of 
error  have  been  many.     Some  of  the  chief  are  the  following. 

1.  The  novelty  of  the  subject,  and  the  bias  of  hypothesis. 

2.  At  a  given  pitch, 'the  same  vowel,  by  a  greater  or  (ess  effort,  can 
be  pronounced  at  almost  any  external  conformation,  that  is,  at  almost  any- 
given  length,  or  width  of  the  labial  aperture.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
distinguishing  between  a  natural  and  a  violent  internal  conformation.  It 
is  only  of  late  that  I  have  become  duly  sensible  of  this. 

3.  What  would  commonly  be  called  the  same  vowel,  and  would  there- 
fore, for  a  long  time,  be  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  precisely  the  same,  has 
different  forms  (as,  true  and  falsetto,  slender  and  full,  more  or  less  hard  and 
soft,  lingual,  labial,  and  guttural,  &c.  or  two  or  more  of  these  combined), 
some  of  whose  proper  external  conformations  are  very  different  from  each 
other:  and  if  these  different  forms  of  what  would  be  called  the  same 
vowel,  are  liable  to  be  confounded  with  each  other,  their  different  exter- 
nal conformations  are  much  more  so. 

4.  The  number  of  vowels  that  can  be  pronounced,  and  the  absolute 
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lengths  or  widths  of  their  external  conformations,  depend  partly  on  the 
pitch,  and  partly  on  the  internal  conformation  or  sensation. 

5.  The  number  of  vowels  that  can  be  pronounced,  likewise  depends 
on  the  degree  of  softness,  or  hardness.  Hence  another  difficulty,  and 
source  of  error,  in  discovering,  not  only  how  many  vowels  can  be  pro- 
nounced, and  what  they  are,  but  their  external  conformations. 

With  regard  to  the  organic  formation  of  the  sounds,  I  have  left  it  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  physiologists  to  settle  it  among  themselves — if  they 
can.  For,  excepting  some  of  the  contacts,  appulses,  comparative  ten- 
sions, &ic.  of  the  organs — all  of  which  maybe  felt — Ido  not  consider 
a  knowledge  of  the  organic  formation  of  the  sounds  to  be  essential  to 
my  particular  object,  or  the  analysis  of  the  sounds  themselves,  and  their 
external  conformations.  But,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  analysis  which  I 
have  attempted  will  not  be  an  improper  introduction  to  this  branch  of 
physiology.  One  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  physiologists,  is,  that  the 
vocal  organs  are  an  eating  and  drinking,  as  well  as  a  talking  machine. 
The  action  of  the  vocal  apparatus  may  in  some  respects  be  compared  to 
that  of  the  hand.  It  is  the  most  natural,  or  easy,  to  open  or  shut  all 
the  fingers  together  :  and  yet,  by  a  greater  or  less  effort,  or  by  more  or 
less  practice,  we  can  move  two  or  three  fingers  at  a  time,  or  one  finger 
by  itself. 

Formerly,  it  was  said  that  I  could  correctly  imitate  not  only  the  notes 
of  all  our  domestic  animals,  but  the  voices  of  a  great  many  different 
persons.  But  at  present,  I  am  rather  out  of  practice,  and  my  voice  is 
but  weak.  If  I  publish  my  Analysis,  I  shall  probably  have  one  section 
on  the  peculiarities  of  the  voices  of  different  persons,  and  another  section 
on  ventriloquism.  1  have  often  remarked  that  persons  who  look  alike, 
especially  about  the  mouth,  have  similar  voices. 

Of  course,  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  in  a  general  theory,  I  should 
analyze  and  assign  the  conformation  of  every  outre  sound  that  the  vocal 
organs  can  produce — any  more  than  it  can  be  expected  that  a  physiolo- 
gist, in  treating  of  the  hand,  should  describe  all  the  different  uses  to 
which  the  hand  can  be  applied,  or  all  the  possible  ways  of  picking  up 
a  pin. 

Some  of  the  most  important  of  my  first  opinions  appear  to  have  stood 
the  test  of  subsequent  experiments,  observations,  and  reasonings;  while 
many  others,  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  have  fallen.  Among  the 
former,  is  my  doctrine,  according  to  which  the  consonant  t  is  a  momen- 
tary swell — p  is  a  momentary  taper — and  k  is  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other,  but  simply  an  abrupt  beginning  or  ending  of  the  vowel  to  which 
it  is  joined,  and  of  which  it  is  a  modification.  Another  of  my  first 
opinions,  which  appears  to  have  stood  its  ground  (although  I  have  been 
at  great  pains,  both  to  establish  and  to  overthrow  it),  is  this:  that  at  least 
every  vowel  commonly  employed  in  speech,  except  the  most  open 
vowel  of  all,  consists  of  repetitions  of  this  most  open  vowel,  so  as  to 
form  a  kind  of  descending  trill ;  that  there  is  the  same  musical  interval 
between  every  two  contiguous  notes  of  this  trill  ;  that  this  interval  is 
sometimes  a  semitone,  sometimes  more,  and  sometimes  less ;  and  that 
the  intensities  of  these  notes  are  so  proportioned  to  each  other,  that 
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the  pitch  of  none  of  them,  except  the  highest,  which  may  be  called  the 
pitch-giving  element,  is  distinctly  recognized  by  the  ear.  Strange  as 
this  may  appear,  it  is  not  more  strange  than  that  the  seven  prismatical 
colors  should  compose  white.  But  some,  at  least,  of  my  principal  proofs, 
will  be  given  in  the  sketch  which  1  propose  to  send  you  hereafter. 
You  will  readily  perceive  how  these,  and  other  philosophical  princi- 
ples of  articulation  (allowing  the  principles  to  be  firmly  established), 
can  be  applied,  among  other  uses,  for  the  construction  of  articulating 
automata. 

I  have  room  to  say  little  more,  except  that  my  theory  of  articulation 
(whatever  may  be  thought  of  it)  is  entirely  my  own.  If  any  theories 
of  articulation  have  been  published,  I  certainly  have  not  read  them. 
Even  Rush's  work  (I  do  not  recollect  the  title)  has  lain  by  me  three  or 
four  years  unread.  I  mention  this,  because,  after  having  bestowed  on 
my  subject  too  much  time  to  be  thrown  away,  I  was  told  that  I  had 
probably  been  anticipated.  Suspecting  this  to  be  true,  I  was  therefore 
desirous,  not  only  of  trying  my  own  strength,  but  of  giving  myself  every 
chance  of  originality,  by  steering  clear  of  other  men's  trains  of  thought. 

Yours,  with  much  respect, 

Cambridgeport,  Aug.  1836.  E.  B.  K. 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    SEPTEMBER    7,    18  3  6. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTIONS   OF  EUROPE. 

A  book  has  made  its  appearance  in  England,  which  expressly  treats  of 
the  Medical  Institutions  and  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  France,  Italy, 
and  Germany — the  three  principal  kingdoms,  besides  England,  in  which 
the  science  has  been  cultivated  with  any  degree  of  success.  If  this 
volume  could  be  circulated  in  the  United  States,  it  would  save  the  ex- 
penditure of  immense  sums  in  foreign  countries,  ostensibly  devoted  to 
the  acquisition  of  a  species  of  knowledge  that  might  he  learned  at  home. 
To  the  mere  matter  of  travelling,  there  is  not  the  least  possible  objection: 
whilst  it  polishes  the  manners,  it  enlarges  the  understanding,  and  elevates 
the  character.  By  always  being  confined  to  the  immediate  circle  of 
one's  personal  interests,  selfishness,  and  a  spirit  of  illiberally  towards 
men  and  things  which  differ  from  those  with  which  an  individual  happens 
to  be  most  familiar,  is  exceedingly  apt  to  follow.  But  this  mania  for 
visiting  European  hospitals,  before  anything  like  a  thorough  course  of 
study  has  been  pursued  in  those  at  our  own  doors,  demands  the  careful 
attention  of  those  who  control  the  system  of  medical  education  here. 
Schools  and  hospitals,  richly  endowed,  and  equal  in  point  of  utility  to 
any  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  are  now  numerous  among  us.  If  they 
are  wanting  in  age,  they  possess  an  important  advantage  of  being  conduct- 
ed by  men  of  the  highest  moral  worth,  distinguished  alike  for  their  energy, 
skill,  and  urbanity  towards  pupils.     Now  if  our  young  men  would  com- 
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mence  their  studies  at  foreign  schools,  and  remain  at  them  till  they  were 
regularly  graduated,  there  would  be  some  propriety  in  the  measure.  It 
is  the  roving  propensity,  the  little  of  this  and  a  little  of  that,  without  be- 
ing essentially  benefited  by  the  practice  or  doctrines,  either  way,  that  is 
so  objectionable. 

One  single  fact,  quoted  from  Dr.  Lee,  the  author  of  the  volume  alluded 
to,  is  enough  to  convince  the  greatest  admirer  of  foreign  institutions,  that 
the  hospitals  of  Boston  and  New  York,  for  example,  in  their  internal 
regulations,  are  far  superior  to  some  of  the  most  prominent  of  those 
which  American  medical  students  consider  it  such  a  paradisiacal  privilege 
to  inspect,  perhaps  one  or  two  hours  in  a  day,  at  an  extravagant  cost  of 
money  in  the  way  of  travelling  expenses. 

"  Few  students  see  the  wards  of  foreign  hospitals,  except  during  the 
visit  of  the  physicians  or  surgeons.  In  the  absence  of  these,  the  gen- 
eral service  of  some  of  the  French  hospitals  is,  we  know,  performed  in  a 
very  slovenly  manner.  We  have  been  surprised  to  see  the  house-pupils 
performing  all  the  minor  operations,  including  venesection,  unattended 
even  by  a  nurse,  even  in  the  women's  wards  ;  and  in  case  the  patient 
fainted,  it  was  sometimes  necessary  to  summon  the  aid  of  a  man  who 
was  polishing  the  floor  by  rubbing  a  cloth  over  it  with  his  foot." 

"  Candidates  for  the  diploma  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  are 
required  to  have  studied  four  years,  during  which  period  they  have  to 
take  out  an  inscription  every  three  months,  for  attendance  on  lectures 
and  hospitals."  All  that  relates  to  the  time  and  course  of  study  in  France, 
is  excellent — but  who  does  it  ? 

Medical  education  in  Germany  is  very  thorough  ;  but  the  language  in 
which  the  public  lectures  are  given,  renders  it  extremely  difficult  for  an 
ear  accustomed  to  the  English,  to  derive  much  advantage  from  any  in- 
struction in  that  way.  By  a  residence  of  ten  years  at  Goltingen,  with 
close  application,  a  person  would  become  truly  learned  in  professional 
knowledge. 

In  a  word,  for  the  honor  of  their  native  country,  before  visiting  Euro- 
pean establishments,  let  those  who  seek  in  other  climes  excitement  and 
novelty — practical  science  being  too  often  but  a  secondary  consideration, 
although  other  and  higher  motives  are  the  customary  pretext — first  reap 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  generous  institutions  of  their  own 
land. 

A  wide  distinction  is  intended,  however,  between  those  who  cross  the 
Atlantic  and  stay  long  enough  to  understand  what  [nay  be  heard  and  seen 
in  the  line  of  their  profession,  and  those  who  flit  before  the  wards  of  the 
dying  with  a  scented  pocket-handkerchief  at  the  face,  and  return  before 
they  have  been  missed  from  their  neighborhood,  to  astonish,  browbeat, 
and  insult  their  superiors  in  wisdom  with  what  they  do — "  where  I 
have  been." 


MEDICAL  GRADUATES  IN  HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  Editor — The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  have  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  in  Harvard  University,  in  the  year  ending 
August  31st,  1836. 

Joseph  Cullen  Ayer,  A.M.,  Nephritis. 

Abel  Bryant  Adams,  Sleep. 

Frederick  Allen,  Puerperal  Peritonitis. 
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Charles  Jarvis  Bates,  A.M.,  Polypus  of  the  Nostril. 

Luther  Clark,  A.B.,  Ancient  and  Modern  Pathological  Systems. 

Alfred  Day,  Gout. 

Lemuel  Gott,  Peritonitis. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  A.B.,  Pericarditis. 

Silas  Holmes,  A.B.,  De  Abortus  lnductione. 

Robert  William  Hooper,  A.M.,  Catarrh. 

William  [ngalls,  Jr.  Intermittent  Fever. 

Moody  Mansur,  Principles  of  Hygiene. 

Charles  Grafton  Page,  A.M.,  On  the  Ear. 

Nelson  Perrin,  Croup. 

William  Dand  ridge  Peck,  A.B  ,  Hydrocephalus. 

Charles  Henry  Peirce,  A.M..  Influence  of  different  Nervous  Centres. 

Reuben  Spaulding,  A.M.,  Health  and  Disease. 

John  Osgood  Stone,  A.M.,  Inguinal  and  Femoral  Hernia. 

Henry  Gustavus  Wiley,  A.B.,  Pneumonitis. 

John  Wright  Warren,  Jr.,  Asthma. 

September  1st,  1836.  W.  Chaining,  Dean. 


Alum  in  Fever. — When  the  inflammatory  symptoms,  peculiar,  if  not 
always  characteristic  of  certain  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  mark  the  com- 
mencement, and  are  followed  by  a  weak  pulse,  a  dull  and  languid  expres- 
sion, diarrhoea  and  heat  of  the  skin,  alum  seems  to  have  been  prescribed 
by  Prof.  Fouquier,  a  physician  of  La  Charite,  with  a  degree  of  success 
that  warrants  an  imitation  of  the  practice  here.  When  the  inflammatory 
condition  returns,  if  such  a  state  of  things  occur,  the  alum  is  laid  aside. 
Says  the  Bulletin  General  de  Therapeutique,  in  the  stage  of  collapse, 
when  there  is  excessive  prostration  of  strength,  colliquative  dejections, 
sordes  hemming  in  the  teeth  and  furring  up  the  gums,  alum,  even  un- 
combined  with  any  other  medicine,  acts  very  beneficially.  It  diminishes 
the  diarrhoea,  as  a  first  and  most  important  alteration:  the  tongue,  before 
dry,  glassy  and  hard  to  the  touch,  begins  to  soften,  as  it  were,  and  be- 
comes moist  ;  and  the  muscular  power  is  improved.  Doses  of  twenty- 
four  grains  may  be  given,  daily,  three  or  four  days  in  succession,  and 
finally  increased  to  half  a  drachm,  and  so  on,  to  a  whole  drachm,  accord- 
ing to  the  judgment  of  the  physician,  who  should  not  fail  to  diminish  the 
doses,  as  he  at  first  increased  them,  whenever  the  symptoms  indicate  the 
beneficial  effect  of  the  treatment.  A  sudden  abandonment  of  the  alum, 
from  some  circumstance,  unknown  to  us,  seems  not  to  be  advisable. 
When  administered  in  the  form  of  pills,  or  prepared  with  gum-water, 
some  patients  are-Tnore  willing  to  take  the  article,  than  when  given  in  so- 
lution, the  preferable  tnode,  on  account  of  its  astringent  property,  so  un- 
pleasant to  the  mouth. 

We  acknowledge  ourselves  somewhat  curious  in  regard  to  this  prac- 
tice, and  therefore  solicit  from  our  correspondents  the  results  of  their 
observations,  presuming  they  will  gladly  prescribe  the  remedy — provided 
the  alum  possesses  the  valuable  properties  imputed  to  it  by  a  careful  and 
eminently  distinguished  French  physician. 


Mass.  Medical  College. — The  faculty  of  this  excellent,  and  favorably 
located  institution,  are  engaged  in  a  work  that  will  do  them  very  great 
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credit.  A  new  dissecting  room,  of  large  dimensions,  containing  every 
possible  convenience,  is  progressing  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit. The  law  of  the  Commonwealth  which  legalizes  the  study  of  anato- 
my, a  niost  honorable  evidence  of  the  intelligence  of  the  legislature,  has 
given  a  new  impulse  and  interest  to  the  study,  the  good  effects  of  which 
will  be  felt  throughout  our  common  country.  Although  the  old  dissecting 
room  in  the  west  wing  of  the  college  was  once  considered  quite  comfort- 
able, the  thirst  for  knowledge  under  the  present  favorable  aspect  of  the 
times,  when  medical  students  are  permitted  to  learn  human  organization 
without  being  in  actual  danger  of  the  State  prison,  requires  more  ample 
accommodations.  Nothing  in  this  section  of  country  will  bear  a  compari- 
son with  this  new  appendage  of  the  college,  covering  a  large  piece  of 
ground  in  the  yard,  completely  out  of  the  way,  and  yet  adjoining  the 
main  edifice.  There  is  no  halt-way  measure  in  the  matter  :  a  generous 
determination  to  put  the  student  during  the  lecture  term  in  possession  of 
the  means  oi*acquiring  a  practical  anatomical  education,  is  apparent. 
Knowing  the  views  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  active  in  bringing 
about  this  desirable  acquisition  to  all  their  other  advantages,  it  would  be 
ungenerous  in  the  extreme  to  withhold  that  meed  of  praise  to  which  this 
enterprise  entitles  them.  Should  any  one  attending  the  school  neglect 
to  avail  himself  of  the  special  privileges  which  this  department  will  offer, 
the  ensuing  winter,  it  wdl  be  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  he  has  but 
little  ambition  in  the  line  of  his  chosen  profession. 


Boston  Lyin<r-ln  Hospital. — The  gentleman  who  asks  so  particularly 
about  this  institution,  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  house-physician,  not 
being  ourselves  in  possession  of  a  single  fact  that  would  be  serviceable 
to  him.  Doubtless  an  annual  report  is  given  of  its  doings,  under  the 
sanction  of  the  directors,  in  wh'ch  may  be  found  a  tabular  history  of  all 
the  cases  admitted  there.  The  locality  is  delightful,  but  it  is  so  far  from 
the  business  part  of  the  city,  that  less  seems  to  be  known  about  it  than 
almost  any  other  charitable  establishment  in  town.  OP  the  activity  and 
philanthropic  character  of  the  consulting  physicians,  we  can  speak 
advisedly. 


An  Essay  onthe  Structure  of  the  Eye. — Dr.  Wallace,  of  New  York,  ha9 
published  a  small  volume  on  this  subject,  with  reference  to  Natural  The- 
ology, with  several  wood  engravings,  which  has  not  been  placed  on  sale 
at  the  north,  as  it  should  have  been.  The  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia publishers  make  a  great  mistake  in  not  supplying  this  market  earlier 
and  more  generously  with  their  new  publications  on  medical  subjects. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  this  little  valuable  book  could  be  found  at  more 
than  one  book-store  in  all  Boston.  Boston,  Salem,  Lowell,  Worces- 
ter, Northampton,  Pittsfield,  Newburyport,  and  New  Bedford,  are  the 
places  in  this  neighborhood  which  should  receive  the  earliest  attention 
of  Southern  medical  publishers. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  September  3,  41.    Males,  22— females,  19. 

Bowel  complaint,  4— consumption,  7— croup,  ]— canker  rash,  1— bilious  fever,  1— infantile,  10— 
lung  fever,  1 — measles,  1 — old  age,  2 — accidental,  2— cholera  infantum,  1 — dysentery,  2 — fits,  1 — in- 
temperance, 1— teething,  1 — worms,  1 — typhous  fever,  I — inflammation  of  bowels,  1— canker  in  the 
bowels,  1— stillborn,  3. 
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Geo.  Haywanl,  M.D. 
John  Randall,  M.D 
Enoch  Hale,  Jr.  M.D. 


BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 
THE  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  Physicians,  viz.  : 

John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Walter  Channing,  M.D. 

Rufus  Wyinan,  M.D. 
Geo.  C.  Shattuck,  M.D. 
Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  3d,  1836,  a  premium  of  Fifty 
Dollars,  or  a  Gold  Medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  M.D.  of  Boston,  lor 
a  Dissertation  on  the  following  question  :  "  How  far  are  the  external  means  of  exploring  the  condi- 
tion of  the  internal  organs  to  be  considered  useful  and  important  in  medical  practice?" 

There  were  two  other  dissertations  on  the  same  subject  of  so  high  a  character,  that  the  Committee 
were  desirous  ol  bestowing  upon  them  some  maik  of  their  approbation.  But  they  could  not  draw 
upon  the  Boylston  fund  for  more  than  one  premium  on  each  question.  The  necessary  means,  how- 
ever, were  furnished  in  another  way,  and  a  prize  of  Fifty  Dollars  was  awarded  by  an  unanimous 
vote  to  each  of  the  authors  of  these  dissertations.  One  of  them  was  written  by  Robert  W.  Haxall, 
M.D.  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  the  other  by  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.  of  Deny,  N.  H. 

The  following  Prize  Questions  for  the  year  1837,  are  now  before  the  public,  viz.  : 

1st.  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating  it  ?" 

2d.  "  To  what  extent  and  in  what  places  has  Intermittent  Fever  been  indigenous  in  New 
England  ?» 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1837. 
The  following  Questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1838,  viz.  ; 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treat- 
ing this  disease  .?"  , 

2d.  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation  ?  (Erythema 
Erysipelatosum  of  Good.") 

Dissertations  on  these  questions  must  be  transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1838. 

Tha  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to 
Fifty  Dollars,  or  a  Gold  Medal  of  that,  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  with  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  de- 
vice or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same 
device  or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  iSecretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  182d,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  GEORGE  HAYWARD,  Sec'y. 

Boston,  Aug.  24,  1836. 

***  Publishers  of  Newspapers  and  Medical  Journals,  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully 
requested  to  give  the  above  an  insertion.  4teop— A  24 

REMOVAL. 

CHARLES  WHITE  respectfully  informs  the  Physicians,  his  friends,  and  the  public,  that  he  has  re- 
moved to  No.  230  Washington  St.  four  doors  south  of  Summer  St.  and  nearly  opposite  his  old  stand 

C.  W.  returns  his  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Physicians,  and  his  friends,  for  their  past 
favors,  and  hopes,  by  strict  personal  attention,  as  heretofore,  to  Physicians'  prescriptions,  and  to  the 
compounding  and  delivery  of  Family  Medicines,  to  have  a  continuance. 

Boston,  Aug.  24.  6t 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

Phe  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
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ACUPUNCTURE  AS  A  REMEDY  FOR  RHEUMATISM. 

BY   WM.  MARSLEY  LEE,   M.D.   OF   INDIAN  TOWN,   S.  C. 

Few  diseases  are  reported  to  be  cured  by  a  greater  variety  of  remedies 
than  Rheumatism,  and  few  are  subject  to  greater  disappointment  in  the 
attainment  of  the  expected  results.  This  arises  principally  from  the 
circumstance,  that  Rheumatism  is  of  a  two-fold  character,  entonic  and 
atonic,  requiring  the  closest  discrimination  in  treatment,  as  the  remedies 
proper  for  each  form  are  diametrically  opposite  in  their  action. 

The  detail  of  all  the  remedies  for  Rheumatism  would  occupy  much 
space,  and  convey  little  new  information.  My  present  object  will  be,  to 
give  my  experience  in  the  use  of  one  remedy,  in  my  opinion  not  suffi- 
ciently appreciated.  It  was  about  six  years  since,  after  reading  the  prac- 
tice of  Churchill,  Cloquet,  and  others,  I  was  induced  to  try  this  remedy 
on  my  patients,  in  cases  apparently  suited  to  it,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity,  I  will  give  a  sketch  of  a  few  of  these  cases. 

Case  I.  I  saw  an  old  negro  woman,  the  gardener  of  one  of  my 
friends,  limping  at  her  work,  who,  on  inquiry,  stated  that  she  had  Rheu- 
matism of  the  knee.  I  had  not  at  that  time  tried  acupuncture,  but  feel- 
ing disposed  to  make  the  experiment,  told  her  in  a  jocular  manner,  that  I 
could  cure  her  with  a  needle  ;  to  this  she  was  extremely  averse,  fearing 
the  pain,  but  after  some  persuasion  consented.  Having  fitted  the  larger 
end  of  two  slender  needles  into  small  phial  corks,  I  kept  the  skin  of  the 
inner  surface  of  the  knee  tense  with  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  left 
hand,  and  introduced  them  to  a  moderate  depth  with  a  slow,  alternate, 
semi-rotary  motion.  As  their  points  entered  the  skin,  she  complained 
of  slight  pain,  which  being  pierced,  she  scarcely  felt  them  :  after  about 
ten  minutes,  1  directed  her  to  bend  the  knee  slowly  ;  to  her  surprise, 
flexion  no  longer  caused  pain,  as  it  did  previous  to  their  introduction. 
The  needles  were  then  withdrawn  with  the  same  motion  as  inserted  ; 
not  a  drop  of  blood  was  lost ;  even  the  places  of  insertion  could  not  be 
seen,  and  what  was  infinitely  more  important,  the  pain  had  vanished. 
A  few  minutes  after,  she  complained  of  it  at  the  inner  side  of  the  ancle, 
whence,  after  about  the  same  lapse  of  time,  it  was  routed  as  from  the 
knee.  The  old  woman  was  so  delighted  that  she  danced  for  joy.  For 
several  days  she  continued  free  from  her  old  complaint,  but  after  being 
again  exposed  to  the  exciting  cause,  damp  weather,  it  was  renewed. 
The  experiment  was  not  repeated. 

Case  II.  A  lady  was  subject  to  Rheumatic  stiffness  of  the  neck,  after 
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exposure  to  a  damp  atmosphere,  particularly  at  night.  On  one  occa- 
sion I  found  her  with  her  head  so  fixed,  that  rotation  was  impossible. 
After  some  persuasion,  she  consented  to  the  introduction  of  the  needles ; 
of  which  two  were  inserted,  one  on  each  side  of  the  vertebras.  As  their 
points  touched  the  posterior  fasciculi  of  cervical  nerves,  she  complained 
of  an  acute  tingling  sensation,  like  an  electric  shock,  which  induced  me 
to  retract  the  needles  slightly.  After  about  fifteen  minutes,  I  requested 
her  to  make  an  effort  to  turn  her  head,  which  to  her  surprise  she  did, 
with  no  pain  except  that  which  arose  from  the  pressure  of  the  muscular 
fibres  upon  the  points  of  the  needles.  The  relief  was  prompt  and 
permanent. 

Case  III.  I  had  the  misfortune  some  years  since  to  luxate  my  left 
clavicle,  in  consequence  of  which  I  have  been  occasionally  subject  to 
Rheumatism  of  the  deltoid  muscle  on  getting  wet.  I  have  in  repeated 
attacks  laid  bare  the  shoulder,  and  requesting  some  friend  to  keep  the 
skin  tense,  introduced  three  needles  around  the  shoulder.  Previous  to 
their  introduction,  1  could  not  raise  the  arm  to  a  horizontal  direction,  un- 
less aided  by  the  other  hand,  and  suffering  severely.  The  pain  caused 
by  the  needle  inserted  into  the  anterior  fibres  of  the  muscle,  was  decid- 
edly the  most  acute,  evidently  arising  from  the  contiguity  of  the  nerves 
which  supply  the  arms.  In  fifteen  minutes  I  was  free  from  pain,  and 
could  move  the  arm  with  perfect  ease,  upon  which  the  needles  were 
withdrawn.  Months  elapsed  before  I  experienced  any  return  of  the 
Rheumatism. 

Case  IV.  An  old  seaman  labored  under  entonic  Rheumatism  of  the 
deltoid  muscle ;  the  shoulder  was  sensibly  hot,  but  being  a  topical  dis- 
ease, at  the  request  of  the  physician  of  the  marine  hospital,  of  wThich 
he  was  a  patient,  I  consented  to  try  acupuncture  ;  he,  like  myself,  could 
not  elevate  the  humerus  to  a  horizontal  direction.  The  needles  w7ere  in- 
troduced, and  suffered  to  remain  two  hours  ;  extraction  was  found  ex- 
tremely painful  and  difficult  ;  the  corks  were  detached,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  thread  the  needles  in  order  to  extract  them.  Before  inser- 
tion they  were  highly  polished  ;  after  extraction  they  were  blackened 
and  deeply  corroded  completely  around  the  portion  at  the  surface  of 
the  skin;  the  imbedded  portion,  irregularly.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
nerves  are  expanded  as  a  delicate  net-work  over  the  entire  surface  of 
the  skin;  it  is  also  supposed  that  the  nervous  and  galvanic  fluids  are 
identically  the  same.  May  not  the  greater  abundance  of  this  galvanic 
or  nervous  fluid  at  the  surface,  account  for  this  more  complete  corrosion 
of  that  part  of  the  needle  ?  The  pain  was  by  no  means  removed  ;  in- 
deed he  suffered  so  much  from  the  extraction,  that  no  persuasion  could 
induce  him  to  submit  to  any  variation  of  the  experiment.  He  was  sub- 
sequently cured  by  other  means. 

Case  V.  A  young  man  applied  to  me,  to  try  the  effect  of  acupunc- 
ture upon  a  chronic  pain  of  the  loins,  which  had  been  treated  unsuccess- 
fully by  some  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  Charleston;  cupping, 
blistering,  rubefaciants  having  all  been  tried  with  only  temporary  benefit. 
On  the  insertion  of  the  second  needle,  if  I  mistake  not,  he  fell  back  in- 
to my  arms  in  a  state  of  syncope.    Having  laid  him  on  one  side,  I  ex- 
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traded  the  needles.  He  stated,  after  reviving,  that  it  was  not  pain,  but 
a  sudden  sickness,  which  caused  him  to  faint.  This  uncommon  symp- 
tom would  have  caused  me  some  alarm,  had  1  not  previously  met  with 
such  a  case  in  a  French  Journal.  I  never  could  persuade  him  to  repeat 
the  experiment,  although  the  lumbar  pain  was  relieved  for  a  few  days. 

These  are  a  select  few  of  many  cases  of  Rheumatism  which  I  have 
treated  by  acupuncture  ;  they  have  led  me  to  anticipate  the  following 
results,  viz. 

In  acute  Rheumatism,  the  needle  acts  as  an  irritant,  and  is  therefore 
improper  before  inflammatory  action  has  been  reduced.  The  effect  pro- 
duced in  case  4th,  will  be  a  lesson  to  me  in  future  never  to  suffer  the  or- 
dinary steel  needles  to  remain  for  any  length  of  time.  Under  those 
circumstances  they  should  be  made  of  gold  or  platina. 

In  sub-acute  Rheumatism,  I  consider  acupuncture  a  prompt  and  effica- 
cious remedy.  I  frequently  employ  it,  much  to  the  surprise  of  my  pa- 
tients, from  the  trifling  pain  which  it  causes,  and  the  promptness  of  relief ; 
and  equally  to  the  astonishment  of  the  attendants,  who  rarely  have  faith 
in  the  remedy,  until  proved  by  positive  demonstration. 

In  chronic  Rheumatism,  acupuncture  will  relieve  promptly  and 
thoroughly,  but  the  disease  is  liable  to  recur  on  the  reapplication  of  the 
cause  usually  producing  it. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  what  has  been  stated,  that  I  believe  acupunc- 
ture to  owe  its  efficacy  to  the  transmission  of  the  galvanic  fluid.  Such 
has  long  been  my  opinion,  although  I  had  no  opportunity  to  ascertain 
the  fact  by  the  use  of  the  battery.  This  point  has  been  recently  estab- 
lished by  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Stokes,  of  the  Meath  Hospital,  as  re- 
published from  the  London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  into  the 
American  Journal,  No.  XXXIII,  p.  225,  et  sequent.  As  this  periodi- 
cal is  in  general  circulation,  the  reader  wiil  find  the  article  referred  to. 

I  consider  acupuncture  entitled  to  far  more  attention  than  it  has  yet 
received  in  the  United  States.  It  is  not  painful.  I  have  never  intro- 
duced the  needle  without  the  patient  expressing  the  greatest  surprise  at 
the  trifling  degree  of  pain  ;  indeed  some  have  declared  that  if  asleep  it 
would  not  awake  them.  Of  this  I  have  some  doubts.  It  is  not  incon- 
venient. Every  house  can  furnish  needles.  It  is  prompt  and  effectual. 
I  have  never  failed  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  in  appropriate  cases, 
within  the  space  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  and  in  such  cases  the  relief 
was  permanent.  I  therefore  repeat  it  as  my  opinion,  that  physicians 
have  not  duly  appreciated  its  therapeutical  efficacy. — Southern  Med.  and. 
Surg.  Jour. 


THE  CESAREAN  OPERATION  PERFORMED  TWICE,  SUCCESSFULLY, 
ON  THE  SAME  WOMAN. 

BY  ROBERT  ESTEP,  M.D.  OF   STARK  GO.  OHIO. 

August  10th,  1830. — I  had  a  hurried  call  to  the  wife  of  Geo.  Stull,  of 
Columbiana  county.    Found  the  patient  of  low  stature?  full  habit,  a  bru- 
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nette  of  20  years  of  age,  in  active  labor  from  her  first  pregnancy.  A 
female  attendant  informed  me  that  she  had  been  nearly  in  that  condi- 
tion for  24  hours.  On  examination,  I  found  the  soft  parts  well  disposed 
and  developed  ;  the  position  of  the  head  favorable,  being  the  first  pre- 
sentation of  the  vertex  ;  the  membranes  ruptured  and  the  waters  dis- 
charged. Learning  that  no  perceptible  progress  had  been  made  for  the 
last  24  hours,  and  finding  that  mere  manual  assistance  was  impracticable, 
I  applied  the  forceps  and  delivered  the  woman  of  a  very  small  dead 
foetus  :  the  head  compressed  and  elongated  to  a  very  unusual  degree. 
Suspecting  deformity  of  the  pelvis,  I  took  occasion,  while  delivering  the 
placenta,  to  satisfy  myself,  and  found  its  anterio-posterior  diameter  re- 
duced far  below  any  case  I  had  met  with  ;  to  a  degree,  indeed,  which  in 
my  opinion  precluded  the  possibility  of  her  ever  giving  birth  to  a  living 
child  approaching  the  ordinary  size.  This  opinion  I  communicated  to 
the  husband,  and  took  my  leave.  The  woman  recovered  without 
impediment. 

June  22d,  1831.  Saw  Mrs.  S.  at  the  house  of  a  neighbor,  and  learn- 
ing that  she  had  by  a  few  days  passed  the  7th  month  of  pregnancy,  ad- 
vised premature  delivery.    This  expedient  was  rejected. 

Aug.  11th.  She  was  again  in  labor.  The  details  of  the  preceding 
case  so  perfectly  apply  to  the  present,  as  to  deprive  it  of  interest;  by 
extreme  throes  and  the  assistance  of  the  forceps,  she  was  delivered  of 
another  small,  still-born  child,  with  the  same  distortion  of  the  head.  I 
now  made  another  and  more  careful  examination  of  the  pelvis,  and  satis- 
fied myself,  beyond  a  doubt,  of  the  abnormal  projection  of  the  sacrum, 
reducing  the  sacro-pubic  diameter  below  two  inches. 

Jan.  11th,  1833.  Mr.  S.  called  in  my  absence,  and  with  tears  request- 
ed my  attendance  as  soon  as  1  returned.  On  receiving  the  message  I 
immediately  repaired  to  his  house.  As  soon  as  1  cast  my  eyes  on  the 
patient  I  observed  an  inordinate  protrusion  of  the  abdomen,  which  was 
perceptibly  magnified  at  the  accession  of  every  pain.  On  inquiry  1 
learned  of  the  patient  herself,  that  the  membranes  broke  without  any 
premonitory  uneasiness  ;  that  during  the  3d  or  4th  pain  she  distinctly 
felt  "  something  give  way,"  from  which  time  the  swelling  of  the  abdo- 
men became  more  and  more  conspicuous.  By  touching  1  found  the 
state  of  the  soft  parts  and  the  presentation,  as  favorable  as  formerly  ;  but 
the  labor  little  or  nothing  advanced,  the  head  resting  on  the  superior 
strait,  and  the  throes  severe,  but  without  any  expulsive  tendency. 
From  the  first  half  hour  I  had  been  in  her  presence,  the  unwelcome 
idea  of  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  had  at  intervals  obtruded  itself  upon  me. 
At  length  I  gave  an  opiate,  which  procured  for  her  some  respite,  and  for 
me,  some  time  for  deliberation.  After  permitting  her  to  rest  for.an  hour, 
I  commenced  a  more  thorough  examination  than  I  had  yet  made:  gently 
pressing  the  head  of  the  foetus  back,  and  resting  it  on  the  right  iliac  fos- 
sa, 1  passed  my  hand  carefully  along  the  anterior  portion  of  the  uterus. 
I  had  proceeded  but  about  midway  the  body  of  that  organ,  when  I  dis- 
covered as  I  thought  a  longitudinal  rent,  and  its  whole  anterior  aspect 
distended  to  a  mere  membrane.  Here  was  a  formidable  difficulty — one 
requiring  prompt  decision  and  action.    The  position  of  the  hand,  owing 
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to  the  extreme  contraction  of  the  pelvis,  was  exceedingly  irksome,  and 
viewing  the  frequent  introduction  of  it  as  a  serious  evil,  1  determined  be- 
fore withdrawing  it  to  turn  the  foetus  and  deliver  by  the  feet,  well  as- 
sured that  I  could  expect  no  further  assistance  from  the  action  of  the 
uterus.  Pursuing  this  determination,  I  grasped  both  feet,  and  brought 
them  down  :  I  forbear  to  subject  the  patience  of  the  reader  to  the  trials 
my  own  endured  in  vain  endeavors  to  accomplish  the  delivery — suffice 
it  to  say,  that  after  three  hours  of  indefatigable  exertion,  I  was  unable 
even  to  get  the  head  engaged  in  the  superior  strait.  Relinquishing  all 
hope  of  success  by  this  artifice,  and  being  thoroughly  assured  of  the 
child's  death,  I  now  separated  the  trunk  from  the  head,  in  the  vague 
hope  of  being  able  to  get  a  better  diameter  of  the  latter,  or  by  locking 
the  finger  into  the  chin,  to  apply  a  more  efficient  force  ;  but  in  this, 
likewise,  1  was  unsuccessful. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state,  that  I  was  unprovided  with  any  instru- 
ments, save  a  pair  of  forceps  and  a  common  pocket  case ;  nor  was  there 
any  professional  assistant  within  eight  miles,  whose  counsel  1  could  re- 
gard. I  had  endeavored  to  perforate  the  head  with  a  pair  of  pointed 
scissors,  but  the  absence  of  any  resisting  force  defeated  the  intention. 
Thinking  it  possible  to  succeed  with  a  longer  instrument,  I  went  at  mid- 
night to  a  blacksmith's  shop,  a  mile  off,  and  had  a  rough  substitute  for 
a  perforator  hastily  made.  It  is  almost  superfluous  to  add,  that  the  same 
ill  success  attended  its  application. 

Seeing  my  patient  was  rapidly  sinking,  I  now,  as  a  dernier  resort,  and 
as  the  only  chance  of  saving  her  life,  proposed  the  Caesarean  operation. 
Contrary  to  my  expectation,  she  and  her  friends  unhesitatingly  consent- 
ed, and  urged  its  speedy  execution.  On  my  part,  having  for  several 
hours  contemplated  the  matter,  I,  with  as  little  hesitation,  prepared  some 
adhesive  strips,  lint  and  bandages,  armed  a  few  needles  with  ligatures, 
&c,  placed  the  patient  in  a  convenient  posture  and  commenced  the  op- 
eration. My  first  incision,  commencing  about  an  inch  below  and  half  an 
inch  to  the  right  of  the  umbilicus,  was  continued  downward,  about  seven 
inches,  through  the  integuments  only ;  directing  a  by-stander  to  draw 
the  integuments  towards  the  opposite  side,  by  a  second  incision  I  divided 
the  linea-alba  and  peritoneum  at  the  same  stroke  of  the  knife,  guarding 
the  viscera  by  elevating  the  parieles  with  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand. 
The  uterus,  now  somewhat  contracted,  was  laid  bare,  and  the  fissure  per- 
ceptible. I  brought  the  organ  forward  by  introducing  two  fingers  within 
the  lacerated  wound,  which  I  enlarged  with  a  bistoury  to  the  extent  of 
six  inches,  and  grasping  the  head  with  the  right  hand  extracted  it  through 
the  wound.  The  extremity  of  the  cord  still  remaining  outside  the  vulva, 
was  now  taken  hold  of,  and  the  placenta  delivered  by  the  natural  pas- 
sages. The  wound,  closed  up  with  sutures  and  adhesive  strips,  was  dress- 
ed with  lint,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed,  as  may  be  supposed,  much  ex- 
hausted. Having  been  exposed  to  cold,  loss  of  sleep,  mental  and  physi- 
cal exertion,  for  the  last  forty-eight  hours,  I  gave  my  patient  an  opiate, 
and  sought  repose  myself.  After  a  few  hours  sleep,  I  was  agreeably 
surprised  to  find  her  as  much  refreshed  as  myself — cheerful,  communica- 
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tive,  and  taking  nourishment.  I  gave  the  necessary  directions,  and 
took  my  leave,  with  a  promise  to  make  a  visit  early  the  next  day. 

13th.  Patient  worse  ;  considerable  fever  with  full  pulse,  tender  and  in- 
flated abdomen.    Drew  blood  copiously,  and  administered  mild  enemata. 

14th.  Unfavorable  symptoms  subsided ;  the  lips  of  the  external 
wound  somewhat  separated.  Shows  the  value  of  the  two  incisions — » 
drew  it  together  with  adhesive  strips  of  a  better  quality. 

15th.  Patient  says  she  feels  able  to  be  up.    Lochial  discharge  natural. 

16th.  Removed  the  sutures  ;  patient  comfortable. 

19th.  Wound  contracted  in  length  to  four  inches,  and  principally 
healed. 

23d.  Patient  sits  up  and  walks  about  the  room — discontinue  my  visits. 

April  1st,  1834.  Saw  Mrs.  S. :  she  states  that  she  has  again  reached 
the  7th  month  of  pregnancy.  The  plan  of  premature  delivery  is  again 
pressed  upon  her,  but,  for  reasons  that  will  appear  presently,  is  also  again 
rejected.  A  neighboring  practitioner  has  insinuated  himself  into  the 
family,  and  impressed  them  with  the  belief,  that  he  can  deliver  her  with- 
out an  operation.  I  am  asked  whether  I  can  hold  out  the  same  encour- 
agement, and  reply  in  the  negative.  1  state  decidedly  that  no  one  but 
myself  has  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  her  peculiar  conformation  ; 
and  that  except  by  mutilating  the  foetus,  or  the  Caesarean  operation,  she 
can  never  be  delivered  of  a  full-grown  child.  From  the  last  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  S.,  together  with  other  facts  I  had  become  acquainted 
with,  I  was  confident  the  individual  to  whom  I  have  alluded  would  be 
called  on  at  her  approaching  confinement ;  and  my  knowledge  of  the 
man,  as  well  as  the  woman  with  whom  he  would  have  to  deal,  furnished 
equal  certainty  that  his  visit  would  be  useless,  if  nothing  worse,  and  that 
I  should  be  called  in  at  last.  So  certain  was  I  of  all  this,  that  1  had 
every  instrument  and  agent,  that  I  thought  it  possible  could  be  called  in 
requisition,  carefully  packed  up  where  1  could  lay  my  hands  on  them  at 
any  moment.  Accordingly,  June  2d,  I  received  a  hurried  call,  for  which 
I  was  prepared.  About  a  mile  from  town,  the  husband  informed  me 
that  Dr.  T.  was  there.  On  arriving  at  the  house  of  the  patient,  I  in- 
quired of  the  attendant  what  was  the  prospect?  He  replied  there  was 
no  alternative  but  the  Caesarean  operation.  1  demanded  him  to  state  that 
publicly  to  the  friends,  which  he  forthwith  did.  I,  in  the  mean  time, 
made  an  examination  and  found  an  arm  presentation,  and  a  dead  child. 
The  attendant  stated  that  it  was  alive  long  after  he  arrived.  The  patient, 
being  clamorous  for  the  operation,  and  the  necessary  arrangements  made, 
was  placed  in  the  proper  position,  and  supported  by  assistants.  On  ex- 
amining the  old  eschar,  I  discovered  that  no  union  of  the  linea-alba  had 
taken  place — I  had  consequently  nothing  to  do  with  that  tissue.  By 
carefully  making  an  opening  for  the  reception  of  two  fingers  of  the  left 
hand,  and  conducting  the  bistoury  between  them,  I  completed  the  incision 
at  a  single  stroke  ;  on  exposing  the  uterus,  its  anterior  surface  was  found 
distended  and  transparent  to  such  a  degree,  that  1  could  distinguish  the 
members  of  the  foetus  through  it,  with  as  much  clearness  as  substances 
are  seen  through  the  coats  of  an  inflated  bladder.  Continuing  the  in- 
cision through  the  uterus,  1  extracted  from  it  a  fine,  plump,  full-grown 
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foetus;  the  arm,  neck  and  shoulder  tumefied  and  discolored,  from  the 
position  it  had  occupied.  What  a  pity  that  ignorant  interference  should 
have  caused  its  death.  Having  divided  the  cord,  I  passed  its  extremity 
through  the  wound  and  os  tineas,  where  it  was  met  by  a  thumb  and  fin- 
ger of  the  other  hand  passed  up  the  vagina,  and  again  delivered  it  in  the 
natural  way.  Clearing  the  blood  from  the  wound,  it  was  closed  with 
the  sutures  and  adhesive  strips,  dressed  with  lint  and  a  bandage,  and  the 
patient  put  to  bed  without  any  alarming  symptoms.  The  loss  of  blood 
did  not  in  either  of  these  operations  exceed  six  or  eight  ounces.  It  may 
be  observed,  that  I  have  made  no  mention  of  sutures  applied  to  the 
wound  in  the  uterus,  as  recommended  by  some  authors  :  and  I  take  this 
occasion  to  express  unqualified  disapprobation  to  their  employment. 
The  indissoluble  suture,  I  consider  dangerous  ;  the  animal  ligature,  to  say 
the  best,  useless.  By  the  contraction  of  the  uterus  which  succeeds 
parturition,  the  wound  will  diminish  in  a  few  hours  from  six  or  seven,  to 
one  or  two  inches  in  length  ;  and  the  viscus  itself,  from  a  thin  capacious 
bag,  to  an  almost  solid  fleshy  mass.  Indeed,  in  the  last  operation,  I 
could  discover  not  a  vestige  of  the  former  eschar. 

June  4th.  No  discouraging  symptoms.  6th.  Wound  looked  healthy 
— contracted  to  four  inches  in  length.  8th.  Wound  healed,  patient  sits 
up.    12th.  Visited  for  the  last  time.    She  was  soon  well. 

If  one  example  would  establish  a  precedent,  this  same  Caesarean  op- 
eration is  the  easiest  mode  of  bearing  children.  This  woman  has  ever 
declared,  that  the  operations  were  far  less  severe  than  the  pains  of  labor. 

JVestem  Medical  Journal. 


MEASLES  AND  PARALYSIS. 

BY   H.   CHANDLER,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

B.  M.  H.  29  years  of  age,  rather  tall,  spare,  slow  in  his  movements,  inclined 
to  somnolence,  was  "  exposed  to  the  measles  "  towards  the  latter  part  of 
January,  1836.  February  5,  began  to  experience  the  usual  symptoms, 
with  pain  in  the  epigastrium.  In  the  course  of  the  night  the  eruption 
commenced,  and  covered  the  whole  surface. 

Feb.  6.  I  saw  him  this  morning,  and  found  a  well-marked  case  of 
Rubeola,  with  nothing  remarkable,  except  considerable  tenderness  in 
the  abdomen.    Prescribed  mild  cathartics.    Mel.  soil.  comp.    T.  opii. 

7.  Eruption  continues  very  distinct,  though  not  quite  so  florid  as 
yesterday. 

9.  Nearly  well — very  little  tenderness  remaining.  Gave  mild  tonics, 
and  concluded  to  discontinue  my  visits.  It  seemed  as  if  the  eruption 
had  disappeared  rather  too  soon,  but  as  he  appeared  so  well,  1  appre- 
hended no  danger. 

10.  The  weather  being  very  fine,  though  rather  cold,  patient  ventured 
out,  a  short  time,  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  In  the  evening  he  smoked 
a  cigar,  and  took  a  draught  of  cider — but  in  passing  his  hand  to  the 
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vessel,  thence  to  his  mouth,  &tc.  he  found  that  his  right  hand  was  disin- 
clined to  do  the  will  of  its  owner ;  and  soon  after,  in  going  to  his  bed,  he 
found  his  right  leg  -as  contrary  as  his  hand.  He  rubbed  his  limbs  a  little, 
however,  got  into  bed,  and  went  to  sleep.  Sometime  in  the  night,  he 
felt  a  peculiar,  disagreeable  numbness  in  his  leg,  and  his  bedfellow  pro- 
posed coming  for  me  ;  but  he  objected — thought  he  should  soon  get  over 
it — and  took  no  more  notice  of  it  till  morning.  Before  he  arose,  forget- 
ting that  he  had  experienced  any  bad  feeling  in  his  limbs,  he  had  a  little 
scuffle  with  his  bedfellow — but  the  moment  he  put  his  foot  to  the  floor, 
his  whole  body  was  prostrated.  His  chum,  helped  him  up  and  put  on 
his  clothes,  and  assisted  him  in  walking  to  his  breakfast  table.  He  now 
began  to  experience  some  difficulty  in  articulating — still,  neither  he,  nor 
those  about  him,  were  aware  of  anything  serious,  till  about  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M.  when  it  was  found  that  he  could  not  speak  at  all.  I  soon  saw 
him  (Feb.  11),  and  found  him  sitting  by  the  fire,  apparently  as  well  as 
ever,  but  not  a  word  could  be  got  out  of  him.  Pulse  very  small,  not 
much,  if  any,  accelerated* — could  move  his  right  limbs  but  very  little — 
could  not  protrude  his  tongue — all  his  motions  very  slow,  nose  filled 
with  mucus,  but  could  not  blow  it,  even  when  the  handkerchief  was 
properly  held  to  it — seemed  slow  of  comprehending  anything — all  the 
faculties  of  body  and  mind  seemed  to  be  failing — mouth  getting  full,  but 
no  power  to  cleanse  it — deglutition  difficult — whole  appearance  getting 
worse  every  moment. 

[  had  seen  many  cases  of  paralysis,  and  had  some  experience  in  that 
disease,  but  T  had  never  seen,  read,  or  heard  of  a  case,  whose  immediate 
or  exciting  cause  was  rubeola.  I  do  not  know  but  that,  in  reading  some 
authors,  rubeola  may  have  been  named  as  being  among  the  causes  of 
paralysis;  if  so,  I  have  entirely  forgotten  it.  Nor  was  I  certain  that  I  had 
such  a  case  before  me.  Could  smoking  be  the  cause  ?  He  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  smoking  much,  and  was  just  recovering  from  sickness  ;  and 
could  a  cigar,  at  that  time,  have  such  an  effect?  Did  he  take  cold,  by 
going  out  yesterday  (Feb.  10)  ?  And  even  if  he  did,  would  "  a  cold" 
produce  such  an  effect  ?  Was  it  the  too  sudden  recession  of  the  erup- 
tion ?  Or  was  it  both  these  causes,  combined  with  the  soporific  effects 
of  the  cigar,  and  a  somnolent  diathesis  ? 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  credibly  informed,  that,  only  a 
short  time  before  his  sickness,  while  walking  a  few  miles,  he  fell  asleep, 
and  when  he  awoke,  found  himself  about  half  a  mile  from  the  road,  in  a 
pasture.  He  knew  not  where  he  was  ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  he 
could  recover  the  road  again.    This  was  "  sleep-walking  "  in  earnest. 

I  sent  immediately  for  able  counsel,  Dr.  Bartlett,  of  Concord,  for  as- 
sistance. I  had  not  courage,  alone,  to  venture  upon  very  active  treat- 
ment ;  for  the  powers  and  faculties,  both  of  body  and  mind,  seemed 
rapidly  sinking  ;  he  could  utter  neither  a  word  nor  a  groan — respiration 
laborious — pulse  slow  and  very  small  at  the  left  wrist,  scarcely  percepti- 

*I  would  here  remark  that  T  am  taking  down  a  history  of  this  case,  now,  in  July,  4  or  5  months 
since  the  case  occurred,  without  having  taken  any  notes  at  the  time,  having  then  no  idea  of  making 
it  public  ;  but  the  case  was  so  exceedingly  interesting  to  me,  that  I  do  not  fear  getting  materially  out 
of  the  way,  in  describing  the  minutiae  of  the  case  entirely  from  memory. 
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ble  at  the  right — mucous  membrane  of  mouth  and  oesophagus  beginning 
to  be  lined  with  a  very  tenacious,  viscid  secretion — a  dark,  very  thick 
coat  forming  on  the  tongue,  and  about  the  teeth — deglutition  very  diffi- 
cult. Dr.  B.  arrived  about  3,  P.  M.  In  the  mean  time,  1  had  only 
made  use  of  stimulating  frictions,  with  very  mild  cordials  and  diluents. 
We  now  concluded  that  the  most  active  depletion  alone  could  save  him. 
He  bled  freely,  say  about  a  pint — had  a  large  blister  on  the  back  of  his 
head  and  neck,  and  for  24  hours  had  very  free  dejections,  from  Cal.  Ja- 
lap, &c.  He  also  vomited  considerable,  in  the  night,  from  the  same 
medicine.  After  uleeding,  the  pulse  rose,  especially  on  the  right  side  ; 
but  the  next  day  (12)  he  did  not  appear  much  better,  and  towards 
night  seemed  to  be  failing.  I  now  directed  a  free  use  of  cinchona  and 
quinine. 

Feb.  13.  Several  involuntary  discharges  of  fasces  and  urine,  in  night. 
Much  brighter  this  morning,  takes  more  notice,  but  cannot  yet  protrude 
his  tongue,  or  speak — deglutition  a  little  improved — coat  on  tongue  a 
little  lighter — can  move  his  limbs  a  little.    Continue  quinine,  &c. 

From  this  time  there  was  a  very  gradual,  almost  imperceptible  amend- 
ment, till,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks,  he  could  begin  to  articu- 
late yes  and  no,  and  but  very  little  else  for  several  weeks  more.  He 
could  use  his  limbs;  but  there  remained  debility,  partial  loss  of  voice,  and 
great  difficulty  in  articulation,  for  some  two  or  three  months.  Some  of 
his  acquaintances  strongly  urged  him  to  try  the  "  Thomsonian  System:' 
Accordingly,  some  time  in  May,  he  went  through  two  "  courses."  He 
thought  the  first  helped  him,  but  he  knew  the  second  was  quite  injurious  ; 
so  he  would  not  try  a  third.  After  this,  he  went  to  a  Doctor  of  "  Roots 
and  Herbs  ;"  and  whether  from  him,  or  from  riding  about  the  country, 
exercise,  time,  warm  weather,  or  from  whatever  source,  he  certainly  had 
improved  some,  when  I  last  saw  him,  about  the  middle  of  June. 

Stow,  Sept.  5,  1836. 


CASE  OF  STRABISMUS,  WITH  AMAUROSIS. 

BY  EDWARD  J.  DAVENPORT,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Tn  July  last,  Geo.  W.  Spear,  aged  18,  applied  at  the  Eye  and  Ear  In- 
firmary, with  strabismus  convergens  of  the  right  eye,  combined  with 
amaurosis.  The  history  of  this  case,  leaves  the  cause  of  the  increasing 
dimness  of  vision,  for  which  he  applies  for  advice,  in  some  obscurity. 
He  states  that  at  the  age  of  4  years,  he  injured  his  eyes  by  looking  with 
the  naked  eye  at  the  sun  ;  and  that  soon  after  this,  his  parents  began  for 
the  first  time  to  notice  the  strabismus.  But  whether  there  was  at  the 
time  any  inflammation  or  pain  about  the  eyes  or  head,  he  cannot  tell. 
The  strabismus  probably  increased  in  degree,  but  has  always  been,  and 
is  now,  more  perceptible  when  he  applies  the  well  eye  closely  to  any  ob- 
ject. Of  late  years,  the  patient  has  noticed  a  slow  and  gradual  diminu- 
tion in  the  power  of  vision  in  the  defective  eye.    This  has  not  been  at- 
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tended  with  any  pain  of  head  or  eye,  with  muscae  volitantes,  or  any 
other  symptom  of  amaurosis.  The  pupil  acts  equally  well  with  that  of 
the  opposite  or  sound  eye,  and  the  eye  is  to  all  appearance,  excepting 
the  strabismus,  equally  perfect.  The  globe  retains  all  its  natural  motions, 
but  the  vision  is  much  impaired,  and  is  constantly  diminishing.  The 
iris  is  of  a  dark  hazel  color ;  general  health,  good.  His  business  is  that 
of  a  printer. 

The  questions  that  occur  in  this  case,  are — what  was  the  original  cause 
of  the  strabismus,  and  to  what  is  the  present  diminution  of  vision  owing? 
It  may  be  presumed  that  the  first  was  a  congestive  state  of  the  choroid 
tunic  of  the  eye  or  of  the  vascular  membrane  or  portion  of  retina. 
The  solution  of  the  second  question  is  of  more  practical  importance,  as 
having  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  course  of  treatment  to  be  pursued.  It 
is  a  well-known  law  in  the  animal  economy,  that  when  any  organ  or  part 
of  the  system  ceases  from  any  cause  whatever  to  perform  the  functions 
assigned  to  it  by  nature,  such  organ  or  member,  in  process  of  time,  is  de- 
prived of  its  powers,  or  becomes  inert  so  far  as  its  peculiar  function  is 
concerned.  Thus  when  from  congenital  cataract  or  indelible  opacity  of 
the  cornea,  the  functions  of  the  retina  are  not  exercised  for  a  long  time, 
that  membrane  invariably,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  loses  a  portion  of 
its  susceptibility  to  its  natural  stimulus — light.  This  may  or  may  not, 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  be  recovered.  In  the  pre- 
sent instance,  then,  vision  being  entirely  performed  by  the  left  or  sound 
eye,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  right,  it  is  supposed  that  the  retina  of  the 
defective  eye  has  become  impaired  from  disuse.  The  obvious  remedy, 
so  far  as  the  case  admits  of  treatment,  is  to  make  use  of  the  weak  eye 
while  the  other  is  closed. 

But  this  mode  of  treatment,  either  from  the  length  of  time  which  is 
required  to  effect  the  object,  or  from  want  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
tient or  patients,  who  may  not  readily  comprehend  the  principle  upon 
which  the  treatment  is  based,  seems  very  rarely  to  result  in  much  im- 
provement or  benefit.  In  all  cases  of  strabismus,  therefore,  it  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  this  defect,  in  order  that  ac- 
tive remedies  may  be  resorted  to,  if  possible  at  an  early  period,  at  which 
time  alone,  they  will  avail  much. 

Boston,  Aug.  1836. 


TINEA  CAPITIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — I  would  inquire,  through  the  medium  of  your  Journal,  if  any  of 
the  profession  could  suggest  a  better  treatment  for  obstinate  and  long- 
continued  cases  of  Tinea  Capitis  than  the  one  usually  recommended  by 
authors,  as  Gregory,  Wood,  Cullen,  &c.  I  find  no  trouble  with  recent 
cases.  Usually  cutting  the  hair  short,  and  lotions  or  unguents  of  Nitras 
Hydrar.  or  Argent.  Oxymuriate  Hydrar.  Tr.  Iodine,  he.  or  shaving  head 
and  poulticing,  or  applying  Sulphur  and  Tar,  will  prove  effectual,  espe- 


Medical  Tocography. 


95 


cially  if  the  above  external  applications  are  assisted  by  appropriate  internal 
treatment.  I  have  seen,  within  a  few  years  past,  a  number  of  cases 
which  would  not  yield  to  any  kind  of  application  I  have  used.  If  you, 
or  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents,  know  of  any  article  or  combi- 
nation of  articles  (not  in  common  use),  except  the  Hygeian  or  Bran- 
deth's  pills,  that  will  effect  a  cure,  you  will  confer  a  favor  by  publication. 

There  is  no  prevailing  epidemic,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  this  vicinity.  In- 
deed the  physicians  ought  to  feel  much  obliged  to  Dr.  Brandeth  and  a 
few  other  nostrum  dealers  for  what  little  of  the  summer  difficulties  they 
may  have  been  called  to  prescribe  for.  The  predisposition  to  dysentery 
and  diarrhoea  is  so  slight  that  it  evidently  requires  the  aid  of  nostrum 
cathartics  to  call  it  forth,  and  these  have  been  in  several  instances  (well 
known  to  the  profession)  adequate  to  the  task. 

CoNNECTICUTIENSIS. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    SEPTEMBER   14,    18  3  6. 


MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY. 

A  gentleman  of  eminence  in  the  profession  has  urged  upon  us  the 
propriety  of  publishing  the  medical  topography  of  Massachusetts.  To 
collect  the  information  requires  the  co-operation  of  our  brethren  in  all 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  without  which,  little  or  no  progress  could  be 
made  in  the  proposed  undertaking.  Were  each  of  our  patrons  to  favor 
the  Journal  with  a  history  of  the  diseases  which  are  most  prevalent  in 
the  towns  in  which  they  reside  ;  the  character  of  epidemics  as  they  have 
occurred,  from  the  first  settlement,  together  with  the  peculiarities  of 
maladies  in  different  sections  of  the  same  township,  if  any  have  been 
manifested;  and  to  this,  connect  a  bill  of  mortality,  a  catalogue  of  births, 
a  census,  and  the  medical  productions  embraced  within  the  same  bounda- 
ries, a  most  valuable  collection  of  important  facts  would  soon  be  collect- 
ed. We  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  physicians  to  this  interesting 
subject.  Extra  copies  containing  communications  of  the  kind  here  al- 
luded to,  will  be  subject  to  the  order  of  each  author,  to  be  circulated  as 
he  may  direct. 

In  making  this  request  in  regard  to  this  State,  it  shouldalso  be  distinct- 
ly remarked  that  similar  papers  from  any  part  of  the  United  States  would 
be  highly  acceptable,  and  in  the  sequel  prove  very  serviceable.  This 
kind  of  information  is  wanted  exceedingly  ;  and  unless  those  who  actual- 
ly possess  the  means  of  embodying  it,  being  themselves  on  the  spot,  ren- 
der assistance,  it  would  be  a  hopeless  labor.  Out  of  the  materials  which 
would  thus  accumulate,  the  medical  topography  of  each  town  and  coun- 
ty would  become  as  familiar  as  any  of  their  most  common  historical  cir- 
cumstances. We  again  beg  the  earliest  attention  of  our  subscribers, 
especially,  to  the  consideration  of  this  appeal  to  their  local  experience. 


(    96  ) 


REVIEWS. 

C£  Many  men  have  many  minds,"  says  the  adage — the  truth  of  which  we 
are  perfectly  willing  to  acknowledge,  since  reading  some  half  a  dozen 
medical  reviews  of  works  which  have  appeared  since  the  Ides  of  March. 
How  it  is  possible  that  readers  should  differ  so  widely  in  opinion  up- 
on the  mere  matter  of  the  high  or  low  character  of  a  book,  as  they  ob- 
viously do,  is  quite  unaccountable.  One  Journal,  for  example,  faintly 
praises  what  it  has  not.  the  fearlessness  to  condemn,  because  a  very  good 
patron  is  at  stake:  another  belabors  the  poor  author  unmercifully,  almost 
without  cause,  so  far  as  we  can  discern,  if  it  is  pretty  well  ascertained 
that  he  can  bring  no  revengeful  influence  to  bear  upon  the  annual  re- 
ceipts of  a  starving  periodical.  The  query  naturally  arises — what 
amount  of  candor  generally  pervades  the  pages  of  a  common  critical 
review,  where  the  author  gets  all  of  a  crown  for  forty  lines  of  illiberal 
bitterness  ?  In  those  tame,  timed,  and  fawning  kinds  of  notices  which 
are  altogether  too  rife,  in  these  insincere  times,  the  reader  obtains  nothing 
like  a  correct  opinion  of  a  medical  book  ;  no,  nor  is  he  happier  in  ascer- 
taining the  sentiments  of  the  reviewer.  Now  we  can  hardly  expect  to 
remedy  the  bad  system  to  which  these  observations  allude  ;  but  we  most 
humbly  beseech  those  who  write  for  us,  as  well  as  our  neighbors,  to  re- 
member that  great  and  inexcusable  injustice  is  continually  being  done 
very  deserving  authors,  by  those  whose  judgment  upon  their  merits  or  de- 
merits is  entitled  to  but  little  respect,  when  analyzed,  though  they  may 
vex  and  considerably  annoy,  for  a  time,  one  whose  intellectual  eleva- 
tion is  immensely  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  ascent.  The  medical  re- 
viewing process  in  this  country  might  be  essentially  improved;  and  the 
best  mode  of  doing  it,  is  to  do  as  we  would  wish  to  be  done  by. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHILOSOPHERS. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  no  longer  ago  than  last  season,  a  great  nation- 
al association  of  scientific  men,  belonging  principally  to  England,  united 
themselves  into  a  society,  called  the  British  Association,  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  each  other  and  the  world.  The  object  was  to  concentrate  all 
the  science  of  the  empire.  Novel  as  was  the  idea,  when  first  proposed, 
the  happiest  results  may  be  anticipated.  Philosophers  were  brought  to- 
gether, and  established  a  personal  acquaintance,  who,  otherwise,  might 
never  have  known  each  other.  Never,  perhaps,  in  any  age,  were  so 
many  persons  congregated,  individually  distinguished  for  their  profound 
attainments.  The  learned  of  other  and  distant  countries,  struck  with  the 
importance  of  the  scheme,  and,  doubtless,  curious  to  behold  a  multitude  in 
which  was  embodied  such  an  immense  weight  of  talent,  genius,  wisdom, 
and  true  intellectual  greatness,  made  long  and  tedious  voyages  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  organization  of  the  first  congress  of  philosophers.  By  a  ju- 
dicious subdivision  into  sections,  every  member  had  an  opportunity  to 
contribute  something  which  exclusively  belonged  to  his  own  field  of  study. 
The  mathematician,  the  chemist,  the  physiologist,  and  the  anatomist,  as 
well  as  all  others  who  cultivated  a  domain  in  the  field  of  nature,  freely 
communicated  the  results  of  their  observations  and  experience.  By  an 
orderly  arrangement  of  time,  there  was  neither  confusion,  hurry,  nor 
even  a  superficial  exhibition  in  any  one  of  the  numerous  departments  in- 
to which  the  exact  sciences  are  necessarily  divided.  An  impetus  was 
given  to  genuine  learning  and  to  true  philosophy — and  an  ambition  ex- 
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cited  among  those  who  had  lived,  thought  and  experimented  alone, 
which  will  hereafter  be  referred  to  in  the  annals  of  Europe,  as  a  new  and 
brilliant  epoch  in  the  history  of  science. 

A  similar  meeting  in  the  United  States  would  have  a  very  beneficial 
influence  upon  the  future  condition  of  all  who  might  participate  in  its  de- 
liberations. A  timely  circulation  of  advertisements  under  the  sanction 
of  men  of  acknowledged  rank  in  society,  whose  standing  is  based  on 
their  mental  acquirements,  would  bring  together  a  concourse  of  highly 
gifted  individuals,  that  would  excite  universal  attention  over  the  whole 
continent.  Washington,  in  preference  to  any  other  city,  offers  the  great- 
est number  of  advantages  for  the  place  of  such  a  meeting,  during  the 
session  of  Congress.  If  it  were  found,  on  trial,  to  be  impracticable  to 
bring  together  all  classes  and  denominations  of  philosophers,  the  effort  to 
have  a  great  national  convention  of  medical  men  might  be  attended  with 
more  success.  The  opinions  of  correspondents  on  the  feasibility  and 
probable  utility  of  the  measure,  are  respectfully  solicited. 


Medical  Lectures. — On  the  covers  of  our  exchange  journals,  we  notice 
the  announcement  of  the  annual  lecture  term  in  several  institutions,  of 
which  very  little  is  known  in  this  section  of  country.  Nothing  would 
give  us  more  pleasure  than  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  extending  these 
notices,  were  we  possessed  of  all  the  particulars.  Students  are  continu- 
ally making  inquiries  in  relation  to  schools  of  which  we  have  but  little 
knowledge.  Some  would  prefer  to  go  to  Cincinnati,  for  the  two-fold  pur- 
pose of  visiting  friends  and  acquiring  a  medical  education.  Others  have 
a  curiosity  to  winter  at  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  or  Lexington,  provided 
the  expenses  are  what  they  would  consider  reasonable.  With  regard  to 
those  in  the  northern  States,  with  which  we  are  familiar,  most  of  which 
have  been  made  known  to  the  profession  in  our  advertising  pages,  they 
have  everything  to  recommend  them.  Gentlemen  interested  in  medical 
statistics,  will  confer  a  favor  in  forwarding  catalogues,  whenever  classes 
have  been  matriculated. 


Spontaneous  Amputation  of  a  Limb  in  Utero. — From  the  last  number  of 
the  American  Journal,  the  following  singular  circumstance  has  been  ex- 
tracted, published  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  F.  P.  Fitch,  New  Boston,  N- 
H.  A  healthy  laboring  woman,  mother  of  six  children,  was  alarmed 
March  17th,  about  the.  sixth  and  a  half  month  of  gestation,  by  a  sudden 
discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii.  On  the  21st,  a  substance  escaped  from 
the  vagina,  which  proved  to  be  a  perfectly  well-formed  fcetal  foot,  appar- 
ently separated  at  the  ankle  joint,  in  a  complete  state  of  preservation.  Af- 
ter some  haemorrhage,  requiring  medical  attendance,  on  the  5th  of  April 
she  was  delivered  of  about  a  seven  month  child,  which  lived  not  far  from 
half  an  hour.  A  little  to  the  left  of  the  centre  of  the  forehead,  says  Dr. 
Fitch,  "  was  aliorny  protuberance  of  the  size  of  the  middle  finger,  pro- 
jecting about  half  an  inch.  Below,  upon  the  face,  was  an  extensive  de- 
formity, caused  by  the  entire  absence  of  the  upper  lip  and  bones  beneath, 
to  a  great  extent.  This  last  malformation  the  mother  very  confidently 
attributed  to  an  accidental  view  of  a  person  whose  upper  lip  and  part  of 
the  nose  had  been  destroyed  by  a  cancerous  sore.  Upon  the  foot,  the 
place  of  separation  was  contracted  to  the  size  of  a  small  pin  head,  and 
the  healing  process  had  apparently  been  as  perfect  and  progressed  very 
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nearly  as  far  as  that  on  the  lower  extremity  of  the  femur."  In  eight 
months  after,  the  same  woman  had  twins,  but  both  died. 


Peroxide  of  the  Hydrate  of  Iron,  as  an  Antidote  to  Arsenic. — A  se- 
ries of  experiments  by  MM.  Miguel  and  Soubeirau,  present  the  follow- 
ing results.  Twelve  grains  of  arsenious  acid,  mixed  with  water,  was 
given  to  a  little  dog,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  iron.  The  oesopha- 
gus being  tied,  he  endeavored  to  vomit  ;  but  two  or  three  hours  after- 
wards all  symptoms  had  vanished.  Twenty-four  hours  later,  the  ligatures 
were  removed,  and  fluids  given  him,  but  deglutition  of  solids  was  impos- 
sible, and  the  dog  died  on  the  6th  day.  Two  large  dogs  being  treated 
similarly,  but  with  18grs.  of  arsenic,  the  ligature  was  not  removed,  yet  one 
lived  78  hours  and  the  other  84.  Now  in  these  cases,  the  arsenic  would 
certainly  have  produced  death  in  two  or  three  hours,  without  the  hydrate. 

Drs.  Borelli  and  Demaria,  of  Turin,  have  gone  still  further  in  demon- 
strating the  anti-poisonous  character  of  this  preparation  of  iron.  Nine 
grains  of  arsenic  being  given  a  dog,  followed  immediately  by  three  oz. 
of  the  hydrated  tritoxide  of  iron — even  though  the  oesophagus  was  tied, 
exhibited  no  symptoms  of  poisoning  in  seven  hours.  Although  he  could 
swallow  a  little  liquid,  he  could  not  vomit  solids.  This  animal  lived  nine 
days,  and  was  then  killed  to  ascertain  whether  the  oesophagus  was  oblit- 
erated ;  but  it  was  not.  Another  dog  received  ten  grains  of  arsenic  : 
the  ligature  was  removed  after  24  hours  and  he  lived  12  days,  his  degluti- 
tion being  free.  The  same  dose  being  repeated  without  the  peroxide,  he 
was  killed  by  it.  Again,  14  grains  of  arsenic  was  given  a  large  dog,  and 
a  ligature  placed  round  the  food-pipe,  as  before,  which  was  loosened  in 
half  an  hour  to  introduce  an  ounce  of  the  peroxide.  The  dog  perfectly 
recovered,  and  served  for  experiments  five  days  later.  These  gentlemen 
believe  that  four  and  a  half  parts  by  weight  of  the  peroxide,  are  neces- 
sary to  neutralize  one  of  arsenious  acid.  They  came  to  the  conclusion, 
therefore,  that  this  article  is  an  antidote  to  arsenic,  as  certain  as  albumen 
is  to  corrosive  sublimate.  It  should  always  be  kept  as  a  soft  mass, 
ready  to  be  used  instantly,  completely  from  the  influence  of  the  air,  from 
which  it  absorbs  carbonic  acid — rendering  its  combination  with  arsenic 
uncertain.  By  the  timely  administration  of  this  valuable  preparation, 
many  lives  might  be  saved. 


Resignation  of  Fellowship.  Drs.  Hezekiah  Eldridge,  of  Brighton,  Syl- 
vanus  Plympton,  Woburn,  and  Thomas  Manning,  Ipswich,  have  had 
leave  to  resign  fellowship  with  the  Medical  Society  of  Massachusetts. 
They  having  severally  retired  from  the  practice  of  medicine. 


Financial  Condition  of  the  Mass.  Medical  Society. — From  a  report  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures,  the  balance  on  hand,  in  1835,  was  $245,94. 
Received  during  the  year  for  assessments,  $666,00  ;  from  the  treasurer 
of  Hampshire  district,  $37,00;  from  the  censors  of  the  Berkshire  district, 
$53,00;  from  the  second  medical  district,  $32,00;  from  Essex,  43,00;  from 
the  secretary  of  censors  of  the  first,  $40,00.  Total  of  money,  $1133,94. 
The  expenses  of  1835,  including  the  cost  of  a  volume  distributed  to  the  fel- 
lows, $1086,04,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $47,90.  The  So- 
ciety have  what  is  denominated  its  permanent  fund,  invested  in  the  Mass. 
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Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company,  in  three  policies,  at  interest,  which, 
in  January  last,  amounted  to  ^5445,79. 


Dr.  O'Meary,  the  surgeon  of  Napoleon,  recently  died  in  England. 
He  was  not  particularly  distinguished  for  his  medical  attainments.  The 
fortune  of  war  gave  him  an  official  acquaintance  with  the  greatest  hero 
of  modern  times  ;  had  it  not  been  for  that  circumstance,  his  name  would 
not  have  been  so  familiarly  known,  as  it  now  is,  to  the  profession  of  the 
civilized  world. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  New  York,  for 
the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year,  was  3401.  Ninety-two  of  the 
number  died  of  smallpox,  and  forty-five  by  intemperance. — It  is  comput- 
ed that  there  are  four  hundred  deaf  and  dumb  persons  in  Lower  Canada. 
— Dr.  Powell  has  been  very  successful  in  phrenologically  ascertaining 
character  at  Baton  Rouge. — Drs.  Sturgis  and  Patterson,  of  Tecumseh, 
Michigan,  have  examined  a  gigantic  skeleton  lately  found  in  digging  a 
well  in  that  place,  which  they  have  pronounced  human.  The  thigh  bone 
is  two  feet  and  two  inches  long  :  the  skull  is  prodigiously  large. — Dr. 
Sotherton,  of  Georgetown,  succeeded  in  reanimating  a  boy  who  had  been 
fifteen  minutes  under  water. — The  New  York  papers  continue  to  urge 
the  necessity  of  having  physicians  attached  to  packet  ships.  The  Brit- 
ish government  make  it  a  sine  quanon  that  every  vessel  carrying  a  certain 
number  of  passengers,  shall  have  a  medical  practitioner  on  board. — If  a 
physician  in  China  cause  the  death  of  a  patient,  he  justly,  says  the  penal 
code,  suffers  death  ;  if  death  takes  place  through  his  want  of  skill,  he  is 
forever  after  disqualified  for  practice;  if  he  aggravates  a  malady,  with  a 
view  of  getting  a  larger  fee,  he  is  punished  as  a  thief. — The  French 
Academy  of  Medicine  does  not  acknowledge  phrenology  to  be  a  science. 
— Dr.  Cyrus  Perkins,  of  New  York,  formerly  of  Hanover,  N.  H.  has  pur- 
chased a  seat  in  Middleboro',  Mass.  the  place  of  his  nativity,  where  it  is 
understood  he  intends  to  reside. — The  lecture  fee  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  has  not  been  raised,  on  increasing  the  number  of  the  facul- 
ty.— A  physician  of  the  first  respectability  in  a  neighboring  State,  writes 
— "  The  spare  diet  certainly  does  induce  dyspepsia  and  insanity.  I 
have  met  with  several  cases  of  phthisis  unquestionably  caused  by  a  spare 
diet." — The  cholera  is  making  terrible  havoc  in  Italy.  At  Verona,  the 
deaths  are  represented  to  be  forty  a  day. — The  smallpox  is  raging  at 
Sierra  Leone. — Arrived  at  New  York  from  London,  Dr.  H.  B.  Inches, 
of  Boston. — The  cholera  morbus  is  prevailing  at  Charleston,  S.  C. — 
Prof.  Terry,  of  Bristol  College,  Penn.  is  delivering  lectures  on  Galvan- 
ism, at  Hartford,  Conn. — Dr.  Albert  A.  Wright,  of  Canaan,  Conn,  has 
been  mulcted  in  the  sum  of  $950,  for  breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  with 
Miss  M.  E.  Baird. — Another  Steam  Journal  has  been  forced  into  exist- 
ence of  late,  at  Salina,  Michigan,  under  the  editorial  purveyance  of  one 
Dr.  H.  Wright,  who  calls  his  paper  the  Botanic  Luminary. — Arrived, 
from  London,  Dr.  Elliot. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  September  10,  41.    Males,  17— females,  26. 

Infantile,  7— canker  in  the  bowels,  2— bowel  complaint,  4— consumption,  2— cholera  morbus,  1 — 
teething,  1 — convulsions, 1 — sudden,  1 — debility,  1 — dysentery,  3 — dropsy,  2 — inflammatory  fever,  1 — 
dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — intemperance,  1 — asthma,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — drowned,  1 — 
cholera  infantum,  6— stillborn,  1.   28  of  the  above  were  under  two  years  of  age. 
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MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  some  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  have  free  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $100  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEORGE  HAYWARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  in 
Mason  Street,  Boston,  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  next,  at  1-4  before  9  A.  M.  and  will  con- 
tinue three  months.  For  one  month  after  the  end  of  the  course  Lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  Dissecting  Room  will  be  open  to  such  Students  as  may  remain,  without  additional  fee. 
Such  Students  may  also  attend  the  Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Anatomy  and  Operations  in  Surgery,      -         -  ...      Dr.  Warren. 

Chemistry,  .  Dr.  Webster. 

Materia  Medica,         --_->___         rjR,  Bigelow. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,      -  Dr.  Channing. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  -  Dr.  Hayward. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  -  -  Dr.  Ware. 

Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  usual  on  the  cases  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
New  Dissecting  Room.— A  new  Dissecting  Room  is  now  building,  and  will  be  finished  before  the 
Lectures  begin.  It  will  occupy  all  the  vacant  land  at  the  East  of  the  Medical  College.  Every  care 
is  taking  to  make  this  important  part  of  the  Medical  School  as  perfect  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  fur- 
nish to  the  Student  ample  facilities  for  prosecuting  his  Anatomical  studies.  The  lesal  enactments  of 
the  State,  so  liberally  and  so  wisely  framed,  will  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  applied  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  important  objects.  WALTER  CHANNING,  Dean. 
Jul} ,  1836.  eoptN 

REMOVAL. 

CHARLES  WHITE  respectfully  informs  the  Physicians,  his  friends,  and  the  public,  that  he  has  re- 
moved to  No.  230  Washington  St.  four  doors  south  of  Summer  St.  and  nearly  opposite  his  old  stand 

C.  W.  returns  his  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Physicians,  and  his  friends,  for  their  past 
favors,  and  hopes,  by  strict  personal  attention,  as  heretofore,  to  Physicians'  prescriptions,  and  to  the 
compounding  and  delivery  of  Family  Medicines,  to  have  a  continuance. 

Boston,  Aug.  24.  6t 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry      by     Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica       -      -      -      "     Dr.  Ware, 
On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    ---------     Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  -      -      -      -      -      -»     -      -  Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
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CASES  IN  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

BY  HUNTING  SHERRILL,  M.D.  POTJGHKEEPSIE,  N.  Y. 

1.  Fracture  of  the  Cranium. — On  the  25th  of  April,  1835,  Mr.  P. 
Butler,  aged  46  years,  in  attempting  to  fire  a  gun,  at  ten  o'clock,  A. 
M.  the  breech  pin  gave  way,  flew  out,  and  tore  off  the  lock.  The 
sharp  part  of  the  breech  pin,  with  great  force  in  the  explosion,  entered 
the  forehead  at  the  centre  of  the  frontal  bone,  a  little  above  the  superior 
margin  of  the  frontal  sinus :  the  perforation  was  perpendicular  with  the 
head,  forming  a  hole  in  the  cranium  an  inch  in  length  and  half  an  inch 
in  breadth.  The  penetrating  iron  had  bounded  out  again  ;  or,  in  his 
stupor,  which  first  took  place,  and  struggle,  he  had  pulled  it  out :  it  lay 
near  him.  The  patient  rose  up,  and  with  a  little  aid,  walked  to  the 
house,  ten  rods  off — the  blood  freely  pouring  out  of  the  wound,  nose, 
and  mouth.  On  examining  the  wound  through  the  skull,  it  was  found 
that  the  bone  was  carried  away,  and  it  appeared  the  breech  pin  had 
penetrated  the  head  the  whole  length.  The  probe  could  be  passed  up- 
ward and  backward  two  inches :  at  the  bottom  of  the  depression  or  hole, 
as  well  as  at  the  sides,  fragments  of  bone  could  be  felt.  I  picked  out 
nine  or  ten  small  pieces  of  bone  at  the  time;  the  deeply  depressed 
pieces  could  not  be  extracted.  A  common  dressing  of  lint  and  adhesive 
straps  was  then  applied.  As  the  pulse  was  full  and  tense,  sixteen 
ounces  of  blood  was  taken  from  the  arm.  The  patient  had  very  little 
stupor ;  mind  considerably  agitated :  this  was  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 

At  9  o'clock,  P.  M. — Tolerably  calm  ;  some  pain  ;  pulse  full ;  fever- 
ish ;  took  twelve  ounces  of  blood  ;  gave  cathartic. 

27th. — Considerable  uneasiness  and  pain  ;  cathartic  not  operated ; 
gave  senna  and  salts  ;  mind  rather  dull  and  impaired. 

10  o'clock,  A.  M. — Consultation  held,  at  which  it  was  determined  to 
use  the  trephine,  to  remove  the  deeply  depressed  fragments  from  the 
brain  or  its  membranes,  before,  by  their  irritation  and  pressure,  inflam- 
mation and  greater  stupor  might  come  on.  Accordingly,  at  three  o'clock, 
P.  M.  the  operation  of  trepanning  was  commenced.  I  made  a  crucial 
incision  directly  through  the  wound  in  the  skin  ;  the  corners  were  dis- 
sected up,  to  obtain  room  for  the  trephine,  and  to  expose  the  fractured 
wound.  The  instrument  was  placed  above  the  fracture  on  the  forehead, 
but  so  near  as  to  extend  one  third  of  the  circle  of  the  saw  over  the  frac- 
tured hole.  By  gradual  circular  movements  of  the  trephine,  the  bone 
was  cut  through,  and  the  piece  removed.    On  examining  and  clearing 
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out  the  wound,  it  was  found  that  the  inner  plate  of  the  skull,  which  in- 
cluded the  superior  portion  of  the  inner  part  of  the  frontal  sinus,  had 
been  cleaved  off,  was  carried  in,  and  lay  in  small  fragments,  pressing  on 
the  anterior  part  of  the  dura  mater  :  these  pieces  of  bone  were  wedged 
in  so  firmly  that  it  required  a  good  deal  of  careful  working  and  prying 
with  the  probe,  levator,  and  forceps,  to  loosen  and  remove  them.  This 
was  finally  effected  ;  five  pieces  of  bone  were  taken  out  at  this  time, 
varying  in  size  from  half  an  inch  to  one  inch  in  diameter. 

After  the  fragments  of  bone  were  removed,  the  dura  mater  rose  up 
from  its  depressed  situation,  and  came  in  full  contact  with  the  internal 
surface  of  the  cranium.  The  wound  was  then  cleaned  and  dressed,  by 
drawing  the  skin  together  over  it,  and  stitching  the  corners,  and  applying 
adhesive  straps. 

9,  P.  M. — Tolerably  quiet  ;  cathartic  had  operated  freely  ;  pulse 
tense  ;  feverish  ;  venesection,  12  oz. 

23th. — Passed  a  tolerably  comfortable  night ;  very  little  fever. 

29th. — Last  evening  was  restless  ;  feverish  ;  troubled  with  flatulence; 
no  evacuation  from  bowels  in  about  twenty-four  hours ;  gave  cathartic 
and  soda  mixture  ;  bowels  evacuated  ;  very  little  pain  or  fever. 

30th. — Was  taken  with  vomiting  yesterday  afternoon,  followed  by  co- 
pious catharsis ;  during  the  vomiting,  had  much  pressure  and  pain  of  the 
head — these  symptoms  soon  subsided  by  the  aid  of  medicine  ;  has  pass- 
ed a  comfortable  night;  pulse  full  and  tense  ;  venesection,  16  oz.  ;  take 
occasionally  a  small  seidlitz  powder. 

May  1st. — Considerable  uneasiness  and  pain  in  the  wound  and  in  the 
stomach  ;  removed  the  dressings ;  very  little  swelling  or  soreness  ;  skin 
nearly  united  ;  a  slight  suppuration  in  the  edges. 

10th. — Wound  has  been  dressed  daily;  gradually  filled  up;  very 
moderate  purulent  discharge ;  skin  retracted  so  as  to  form  an  opening 
nearly  the  size  of  the  trephine  ;  dressed  with  lint  and  elixir  pro.,  taking 
daily  three  or  four  soda  powders,  and  occasionally  a  cathartic  ;  bowels 
have  been  very  quiet  and  regular ;  general  health  and  strength  improv- 
ed ;  sits  up,  and  has  walked  into  the  adjoining  room  ;  feels  well. 

20th. — Continues  to  improve*;  wound  moderately  filling  up;  nearly 
filled  with  granulations  to  the  inner  margin  of  the  bone,  and  the  aperture 
through  the  bone  half  filled  up;  the  skin  drawing  together. 

June  15th. — Wound  completely  cicatrized,  and  the  patient  enjoying 
good  health. 

2.  Hiccough.  1834,  May  3d. — N.  Conklin,  a  man  of  feeble  consti- 
tution, who  has  long  been  habitually  subject  to  sensations  of  fulness  and 
pain  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  encephalon,  became  affected,  some  days 
ago,  with  symptoms  of  gastric  and  biliary  derangement, and  suffered  great 
prostration  of  strength.  After  his  bowels  had  been  moved  by  the  ex- 
hibition of  a  purgative,  he  began  to  hiccough  with  great  rapidity  and 
vehemence.  Various  antispasmodics  were  administered  in  succession, 
each  affording  temporary  relief,  but  soon  losing  all  perceptible  effect. 
At  five  o'clock  an  emetic  was  exhibited  :  the  dose  was  several  times  re- 
peated, and  followed  up  with  the  stimulant  emetic  infusion,  before  full 
emesis  was  induced.    The  spasms  were  abated  during  the  operation,  and 
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for  a  short  time  afterward,  though  they  soon  recommenced.  They  were, 
at  this  time,  what  cannot  be  better  described  than  as  a  stuttering  hic- 
cough, consisting  each  of  a  broken  or  interrupted  and  a  complete  spasm. 

Elixir-  vitse  was  exhibited  in  small  doses,  and  repeated.  During  the 
use  of  this  medicine,  the  spasms  were  entirely  prevented  for  a  space  of 
twenty-four  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  returned  in  spite  of  it. 

A  blister  applied  to  the  scrobiculus  cordis,  afforded  some  relief. 

The  operation  of  a  purge,  indicated  by  the  costive  state  of  the  pa- 
tient's bowels,  on  the  8th,  was  followed  by  some  alleviation  of  the 
spasms.  Vomiting  occurred  about  the  same  time.  On  their  return  the 
hiccoughs  were  milder. 

Morph.  gr.  1-2,  nit.  argent,  gr.  1-4,  on  the  9th,  also  gave  some  relief; 
and  after  the  second  dose,  the  patient  slept  soundly.  Till  this  time,  his 
sleep  had  been  short  and  much  disturbed.  The  spasms,  however,  re- 
turning in  three  or  four  hours,  the  third  dose  was  exhibited  :  relief  en- 
sued, and  the  patient  again  had  a  composed  and  refreshing  slumber. 
The  fourth  dose  had  a  like  happy  effect ;  but  at  length  the  spasms  re-ap- 
peared, and  were  no  longer  controllable  by  the  morph.  and  silver. 

A  glairy,  dark  matter  was  soon  afterwards  thrown  up  from  the  stom- 
ach. The  tongue  was  furred,  in  consequence,  probably,  of  the  silver. 
There  was  a  burning  sensation  in  the  epigastric  region  ;  and  the  spasms 
(now  more  frequent,  but  less  violent  than  they  had  heretofore  been) 
were  accompanied  with  a  feeling  of  soreness. 

Brand)',  on  the  10th,  with  sulph.  morph.  in  half-grain  doses  every 
three  hours,  produced  some  alleviation. 

11th. — Slept  soundly  last  night  ;  spasms  mild,  with  intervals:  pill  of 
assafoetida,  iron,  and  ipecac  ;  brandy  continued. 

12th. — No  spasms  in  the  morning,  but  they  recommenced  in  the  af- 
ternoon ;  omit  pill;  croton  oil;  warm  pediluvium,  impregnated  with 
mustard  and  ammonia ;  greatly  relieved  ;  slept ;  then  some  spasms,  with 
retching  ;  catharsis. 

13th. — Improved  ;  pill  feet,  pill  ferri,  pi.  morphia,  cider,  blue  pill, 
James's  powd.  were  given  through  the  day;  fever. 

14th. — Musk  and  blue  pill  ;  symptoms  fluctuating. 

16th. — In  statu  quo ;  nothing  but  morphia  and  blue  pill;  slept  all 
night. 

18th. — Morph.  and  blue  pill  omitted  ;  cal.  mag.  produced  catharsis, 
and  apparently  induced  an  aggravation  of  the  chief  symptom.  Castor, 
in  five  grain  doses,  pro  re  nata. 

19th. — Continuing  the  castor;  has  been  free  from  spasms  the  last 
twenty-four  hours  ;  appetite  good  ;  feels  well,  and  walks  the  room. 

Observation. — I  do  not  know  that  any  one  of  the  antispasmodics  em- 
ployed in  this  case  had  a  specific  effect  over  others.  Each  allayed  the 
spasms  for  a  time,  and  then  lost  its  effect.  The  disease  seemed  to  be 
finally  overcome  by  the  general  constitutional  effect  of  the  treatment. 
The  blue  pill  and  sodorifics,  and  cathartics,  seemed  to  produce  that  re- 
sult by  relieving  the  slow  febrile  symptoms,  correcting  the  deranged 
state  of  the  stomach  and  brain,  and  wearing  off  the  excitable  state  of 
the  system. 
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3.  Catalepsy.  1834,  January. — Ellen  M.  Vandewater,  aged  34, 
was,  six  months  ago,  ill  of  a  fever,  and  has  been  in' delicate  health  ever 
since.  She  is  of  a  nervous,  irritable  temperament,  and  rather  imbecile 
by  nature.  About  the  first  of  the  present  month,  she  was  first  affected 
with  symptoms  of  catalepsy,  of  which  she  has,  since  that  time,  had  two 
paroxysms  regularly  in  twenty-four  hours.  At  8  A.  M.  she  is  usually 
attacked  with  a  violent  pain  at  the  vertex,  and  soon  after  she  complains 
of  extreme  coldness  over  her  whole  body,  but  particularly  in  her  ex- 
tremities. To  this  symptom,  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  there  suc- 
ceeds a  total  loss  of  sense  and  consciousness,  and  the  patient  falls  into  a 
condition  resembling  sound  sleep.  The  pulse,  which  at  first  is  scarcely 
perceptible,  soon  rises  a  little,  continuing  afterwards,  throughout  the 
paroxysm,  feeble,  small,  and  slightly  accelerated.  The  previous  cold- 
ness is  now  succeeded  by  a  healthy  temperature.  While  her  body  and 
limbs,  when  undisturbed  by  her  attendants,  remain  perfectly  motionless, 
they  are  singularly  yielding  and  pliable,  readily  assuming  any  position 
you  would  give  them  ;  and  they  have  that  still  more  remarkable  pro- 
perty, so  characteristic  of  catalepsy,  by  virtue  of  which  they  retain, 
with  astonishing  precision,  the  exact  attitude  in  which  they  are  placed. 
The  arms  and  legs  were  bent  in  various  ways,  and  inclined  at  different 
angles  ;  and  as  they  were  left,  so  they  continued.  Various  similar  trials 
were  made,  and  with  the  like  results.  She  is  able  to  swallow  a  little 
drink,  when  offered  her.  The  morning  paroxysms  are  from  three  to 
five  hours  duration.  Consciousness  returns  gradually,  and  is  first  indi- 
cated by  a  slight  tremor  in  the  arms  and  legs,  followed,  after  a  few  min- 
utes, by  a  full  recovery  of  sense  and  motion.  She  has  now  violent  ce- 
phalalgia. Of  the  time  spent  in  the  cataleptic  state,  she  has  no 
notion  whatever.  She  recollects  accurately  what  last  took  place  before 
her  seizure ;  but  in  her  conception,  what  she  first  perceives  upon  her 
restoration,  is  joined  immediately  in  time  to  what  she  last  saw,  and  she 
has  no  idea  of  an  interval  having  occurred.  About  5  P.  M.  another  fit 
comes  on,  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  former,  except  that  its  duration 
is  limited  to  about  three  hours.  Though  in  general  but  two  paroxysms 
have  occurred  in  a  day,  yet  on  one  or  two  occasions  there  have  been 
three  ;  the  third  occurring  at  two  P.  M.  and  lasting  almost  two  hours. 

The  physician  first  called  to  this  patient,  directed,  at  first,  venesection, 
cathartics,  epispastics  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  arms,  &c.  and  after- 
wards nitrate  of  silver  in  liberal  doses.  During  the  paroxysm,  1  directed 
an  emetic  of  tart,  ant.,  which  excited  plentiful  emesis,  and  speedily  re- 
stored the  patient. 

After  a  period  of  about  three  weeks,  the  disease  lost  its  regular  peri- 
odical character,  and  was  superseded  by  faint  convulsions,  which  gave  the 
patient  scarcely  any  respite  for  several  clays.  Diminishing  gradually, 
however,  in  frequency  and  violence,  these  at  length  gave  way  almost 
entirely. 

4.  Operation  for  the  removal  of  a  Scirrhous  Breast. — Mrs.  Hyde,  of 
Hyde  Park,  aged  62,  has  had  a  hardness  and  enlargement  of  the  right 
breast,  of  more  than  two  years'  standing.  The  whole  mass  of  gland 
had  become  of  a  firm  scirrhous  hardness,  and  ulceration  had  commenced 
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at  the  outer  side  of  the  nipple.  The  chain  of  glands  stretching  towards 
the  right  axilla  was  affected  in  a  slight  degree.  Within  the  last  few 
months  the"  patient  had  suffered  a  good  deal  from  sharp  darting  pains  in 
the  breast. 

I  operated  for  the  extirpation  of  this  tumor,  May  15th,  1834.  An 
incision,  commencing  over  the  edge  of  the  pectoralis  major,  near  the  arm- 
pit, was  extended,  somewhat  in  the  form  of  a  semicircle,  round  the  base 
of  the  tumor,  to  its  opposite  side,  near  the  sternum.  Another  incision 
was  commenced  in  this,  and,  extending  over,  and  a  little  above,  the  tu- 
mor, ended  in  the  extremity  of  the  former,  thus  detaching  completely 
an  elliptical  piece  of  skin,  having  the  nipple  in  its  centre,  three  inches 
long  by  one  and  a  half  broad.  The  scirrhus,  together  with  this  append- 
age of  skin,  a  portion  of  the  flesh  and  cellular  tissue  in  which  it  was 
embedded,  and  the  lymphatics,  so  far  as  the  incision  had  extended  to- 
wards the  axilla,  were  then  dissected  out  by  free  incisions.  As  the  ax- 
illary gland  had  no  appearance  of  disease,  it  was  not  thought  proper  to 
remove  it.  Ligatures  were  put  upon  two  arteries  (the  only  considerable 
ones  that  presented),  and  not  much  haemorrhage  ensued.  Upon  a  care- 
ful inspection  of  the  wound,  which  was  previously  well  cleansed,  no  dis- 
eased portion  seemed  to  be  remaining.  The  edges  of  the  skin  came 
accurately  together,  the  wound  was  dressed,  and  the  patient,  in  good 
spirits,  and  but  little  exhausted,  walked  firmly  to  her  bed.  She  com- 
plained only  of  a  slight  sensation  of  tightness  across  the  chest,  a  symp- 
tom, however,  which  soon  disappeared,  and  left  her  as  well  as  could  be 
wished. 

The  wound  caused  by  the  operation  mostly  united  by  the  first  inten- 
tion, so  that  in  two  weeks  it  was  fully  cicatrized,  she  felt  well,  and  be- 
gan to  do  work  about  the  house.  She  was  cautioned  against  exercise  ; 
notwithstanding,  on  the  3d  of  June,  she  washed  clothes  and  fatigued 
herself  considerably.  On  the  4th  she  was  seized  with  severe  pain  in  the 
bowels,  followed  by  a  great  ague  and  prostration,  for  which  very  little 
was  done.  It  being  12  miles,  she  lay  several  hours  before  I  saw  her, 
when  she  was  expiring  and  soon  died.  I  concluded  this  event  was  not 
owing  to  the  operation. —  U.  S.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


ON  THE  USE  OF  PLASTERS. 

This  remedy  is  far  too  much  neglected  in  modern  surgery,  which  more 
frequently  employs  inunctions,  which  in  many  cases  are  of  inferior  effica- 
cy. A  plaster  is  a  powerful  remedy,  and  yet  its  healing  powers  are  usu- 
ally better  known  to  old  women  and  quacks  than  to  physicians.  This 
superiority  to  inunction  partly  depends  on  the  plaster  being  a  more  per- 
manent application  ;  but  there  are  other  circumstances  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question  to  be  taken  into  account,  provided  the  plaster  be  proper- 
ly applied.  The  fault,  however,  is  often  committed  of  judging  of  its 
powers  as  a  remedy  from  the  materials  of  which  it  is  composed  ;  and  if 
these  powers  do  not  agree  with  the  principles  laid  down  by  writers  on 
the  Materia  Medica,  the  remedy  is  rejected  as  inefficacious,  without  con- 
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sidering  that  the  form  in  which  the  remedy  is  applied  produces  the  ef- 
fect rather  than  the  medicinal  substance,  and  that,  through  the  various 
additions  which  the  physician  thinks  himself  obliged  to  make  to  the  or- 
dinary plaster  mass,  it  ceases  in  fact  to  act  as  a  plaster. 

The  essential  effect  of  a  plaster  is  derived  from  its  acting  as  a  cover 
through  which  perspiration  cannot  pass  ;  and  thus  it  causes  a  continual 
irritation  of  the  skin,  while  it  protects  the  diseased  parts  from  all  inju- 
rious external  impressions.  It  is  through  these  properties  alone  that  it 
becomes  an  important  remedy,  and  the  better  it  is  adapted  to  answer 
these  views,  the  more  efficacious  it  is  usually  found  to  be.  If  then  a 
plaster  is  to  act,  it  must  be  prepared  of  a  strongly  adhesive,  and  not  easi- 
ly penetrable  or  soluble  mass;  it  must  be  spread  upon  thick  linen,  or, 
what  is  better,  upon  thin  leather;  and  it  must  not  be  too  small,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  be  larger  by  the  breadth  of  a  finger  than  the  diseased  part 
which  it  is  to  protect  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  changed  without  necessity,  but 
must  rather  remain  till  it  comes  off  spontaneously.  It  is  not  the  medi- 
cinal substance  of  which  the  plaster  is  composed,  but  the  equable  tem- 
perature in  which  the  morbid  part  is  kept,  the  animal  vapor  which  col- 
lects under  the  impenetrable  covering,  continually  secreted,  and  again 
absorbed,  and  the  permanent  stimulus  to  the  skin,  exciting  not  merely 
the  diseased,  but  also  the  neighboring  healthy  vessels,  into  constant  ac- 
tion, which  produce  those  beneficial  consequences,  and  particularly  those 
resolvent  and  dissolvent  powers  whose  effects  we  so  frequently  have  the 
opportunity  of  observing  after  the  application  of  plasters.  Hence  it  ap- 
pears why  it  is  exactly  those  pharmaceutical  combinations  (particularly 
the  herb-plasters),  to  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Materia  Medi- 
ca,  the  greatest  discutient  virtue  is  ascribed,  that  have  this  virtue  the 
least,  and  therefore  the  physician  who,  in  pursuance  of  his  theories, 
mixes  conium,  melilotum,  &c.  with  the  ordinary  plaster  mass,  is  disap- 
pointed in  his  expectations ;  for  these  remedies,  when  externally  applied, 
have  nothing  medicinal  but  their  bad  smell,  and  destroy  the  adhesiveness 
of  the  plaster,  on  which  its  other  qualities  depend.  And  hence,  too,  it 
appears  why  any  domestic  plaster,  made  of  rosin  and  other  adhesive 
substances,  will  often  remove  a  swelling  in  a  short  time,  on  which  oint- 
ments, and  liniments,  and  plasters  enriched  with  vegetable  and  mineral 
substances,  have  been  exhausted  in  vain. 

In  obedience  to  this  conviction,  the  fruit  of  experience,  1  have  for 
more  than  twenty-five  years  used  only  the  following  plasters:  the  gummy 
diachylon,  the  common  mercurial  plaster,  or  the  one  compounded  with 
camphor  and  opium,  and  the  ammoniac  plaster  prepared  with  vinegar; 
and  I  can  state,  that,  with  nothing  but  these  applied  as  directed  above, 
I  have  resolved  and  healed  indurations  in  membranes,  glandular,  and 
bony  structures,  which  had  obstinately  resisted  all  other  remedies. — Dr. 
Rust. 


ABSCESS  IN  THE  RIGHT  HYPOCHONDRIAC  REGION. 
Seelwunt  Sing,  Sepoy,  2d  Co.  Ramghur  Battalion,  was  admitted  into 
the  hospital  of  that  corps  about  the  end  of  April  last.    He  complained 
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much  of  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium  shooting  up  towards  the 
shoulder.  The  pain  was  described  as  recurring  at  uncertain  intervals, 
never  becoming  very  acute,  never  lasting  for  any  considerable  period  of 
time.  On  examination  considerable  tension  and  swelling  in  the  region 
alluded  to,  with  tenderness  on  pressure,  were  found  to  exist.  The  rectus 
muscle  of  the  right  side,  when  compared  with  its  fellow  on  the  opposite, 
felt  tense  and  prominent.  Pulse  quick  and  sharp,  tongue  foul,  skin  hot 
and  dry. 

He  was  bled  on  admission,  to  the  extent  of  nearly  gxxx.  and  15 
leeches  applied  to  the  seat  of  pain.  R.  Calomel,  gr.  x.  Pulv.  Jalap,  gr. 
xv.  statim.  habeat  eras  mane  solutionem  ex.  tart,  antimon.  gr.  ii.  sulph. 
Magnes.  3  ss.  On  the  26th  of  April,  the  day  after  he  took  the  latter 
medicine,  his  bowels  had  been  well  opened,  he  had  vomited  once 
or  twice  and  still  felt  very  sick.  Pulse  soft  and  not  frequent.  Tongue 
cleaner.  Tenderness  and  tension  in  right  hypochondrium.  Repet.  hirud. 
R.  Calomel  gr.  xii.  Ext.  colocynth  co.  gr.  viii.  Repet.  eras  mane  Pulv. 
Jalap,  co.  Bii.  It  would  be  tedious  to  go  through  the  whole  plan  of 
treatment  adopted  in  this  case,  and  therefore  I  shall  merely  observe, 
that  leeches  were  frequently  applied,  he  was  cupped  twice  with  some 
relief,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  bring  the  system  under  the  influence 
of  mercury.  On  the  10th  of  May  his  mouth  became  sore.  Still 
there  was  little  or  no  improvement,  the  tension  and  pain  in  the  right 
side  continued,  at  one  time  more  observable  and  more  severe  than  at  an- 
other, but  never  wholly  disappearing.  The  following  is  the  short  entry 
1  find  in  my  note  book  on  the  15th  May.  "  Seelwunt  Sing.  A  large 
abscess  appears  either  to  have  formed  or  to  be  forming  in  the  right  hy- 
pochondriac region.  A  moderately  hard  swelling  extends  downwards 
nearly  to  a  level  with  the  umbilicus,  painful  on  pressure,  without  distinct 
fluctuation.  Skin  above  the  tumor  pale  and  glistening.  No  rigors  or 
nocturnal  sweats.  Pulse  80.  Bowels  kept  open  by  medicine."  Soon 
after  this,  Seelwunt  Sing  began  to  get  hectic  and  low.  He  had  several 
severe  rigors,  and  notwithstanding  the  free  use  of  tonics,  it  was  evident 
that  he  could  not  hold  out  much  longer. 

The  tumor  had  attained  a  very  large  size,  bulging  out  the  lower  ribs  ; 
its  lower  border  extending  down  to  the  umbilical  region.  J  considered, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  give 
the  poor  man  the  only  chance  which  seemed  to  remain  to  him,  viz.  by 
puncturing  the  tumor,  as  I  dreaded  every  day  from  its  excessive  size  that 
it  would  burst  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  I  accordingly  made  a 
small  opening  into  it,  at  its  most  depending  point.  Fully  two  pounds  of 
rather  fetid  pus  flowed  from  the  wound,  and  more  would  have  followed 
had  it  been  thought  advisable  to  use  any  force  in  expelling  it.  On  his 
rising  to  stool  about  an  hour  after  the  operation,  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fetid  pus  was  again  discharged  by  the  opening. 

On  the  17th  June  the  tumor  appeared  nearly  as  large  as  before  the 
operation.  By  gently  compressing  its  sides,  upwards  of  a  pound  of 
white  flaky  purulent  matter  was  evacuated.  The  patient  did  not  feel  in 
the  least  degree  faint  when  the  opening  was  dressed.  To-day  he  direct- 
ed my  attention  to  a  small  swelling  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg, 
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which  appeared  to  have  risen  suddenly  between  the  2d  and  3d  ribs  on 
the  interior  part  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  nearly  in  the  direction  of 
a  straight  line,  drawn  downwards  from  the  centre  of  the  clavicle.  He 
said  that  such  a  swelling  had  frequently  formed  in  the  same  situation, 
and  that  it  had  generally  discharged  its  contents  without  giving  him, 
either  at  the  time  or  afterwards,  much  uneasiness  or  trouble ;  a  poultice 
was  applied.  The  tonics,  viz.  quinine  with  port  wine,  were  directed  to 
be  continued.  On  the  18th  this  small  tumor  burst  and  discharged  not 
less  than  12  or  14  oz.  of  pus ;  what  particularly  arrested  my  attention 
was,  that  while  the  matter  was  oozing  out,  which  it  did  in  one  continu- 
ous stream,  there  was  an  evident  and  gradual  subsidence  of  the  tumor  in 
the  side,  which  had  again  attained  to  nearly  the  same  size  it  had  yester- 
day. When  the  discharge  ceased,  it  (viz.  the  large  tumor)  was  observ- 
ed to  be  materially  diminished  in  bulk.  By  pressing  on  it  gently  with 
the  hand,  matter  was  discharged  from  both  openings,  that  is  to  say,  from 
the  incision  which  I  had  made  nearly  parallel  to  the  umbilicus,  and  from 
this  new  abscess  in  the  chest,  thus  proving  clearly  the  existence  of  a 
communication  between  the  two. 

On  examining  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  the  sound  on  percussion  was 
found  to  be  generally  remarkably  clear  and  distinct.  This  mode  of  ex- 
amination was  tried  at  different  times,  both  before  and  after  discharges  of 
matter.  I  used  a  piece  of  thick  India  rubber,  about  three  inches  long 
and  two  broad,  laying  it  firmly  on  the  part  of  the  chest  to  be  percussed, 
in  the  manner  now  practised  in  many  of  the  hospitals  at  home.  By  this 
means  I  found  it  quite  possible  to  trace  a  gradual  accumulation  of  fluid 
in  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  previous  to  its  being  discharged  by  this  fistu- 
lous opening — the  clear  sound  passing  at  once  into  one  perfectly  dull. 

The  stethoscope,  which  was  frequently  applied  during  the  latter  stage 
of  the  disease,  indicated  the  total  absence  of  respiration,  excepting  at 
the  root  of  the  lung,  where  it  was  heard  mixed  with  rales.  The  "tinte- 
ment  imetallique,"  or  that  peculiar  impulse  conveyed  to  gaseous  fluid  in 
the  sac  of  the  pleura,  whether  from  a  fistulous  opening  in  the  lungs  or 
otherwise,  was  distinctly  heard  every  time  I  examined  the  patient. 
There  was  no  perceptible  difference  of  size  on  measuring  the  two  sides 
of  the  chest.  The  left  lung  appeared  to  be  in  all  respects  sound  and 
healthy,  as  far  at  least  as  stethoscopic  examination  went.  Cough,  which 
had  never  formed  a  very  prominent  symptom  in  the  case,  now  became 
urgent  and  severe.  Much  muco-purulent  matter  was  expectorated  daily, 
in  addition  to  what  was  evacuated  by  the  two  abscesses.  The  sense  of 
suffocation  was  at  times  so  great,  as  to  require  the  administration  of  pow- 
erful stimuli.  In  this  state  Seelwunt  Sing  lingered  for  some  days,  and 
died  on  the  31st  June.  It  may  be  observed  that  his  bowels  never  gave 
him  the  least  trouble  during  the  whole  course  of  his  illness.  The  mo- 
tions were  generally  regular  and  natural,  never  appearing  to  be  deficient 
in  the  proper  quantity  of  bile.  All  my  attempts  to  obtain  a  post-mor- 
tem examination  of  this  very  interesting  and  obscure  case  were  unavail- 
ing. On  instituting  some  inquiries  into  Seelwunt  Sing's  history,  1  learnt 
that  13  years  ago,  at  which  time  he  was  a  sepoy  in  the  Madras  army,  he 
received  a  severe  lance  wound  in  the  chest  (on  the  site  of  the  little  tu- 
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mor),  which  was  followed  by  haemoptysis,  and  other  symptoms  of  serious 
injurv  of  the  lung.  His  recovery,  it  appeared,  had  been  very  tedious, 
and  about  two  years  after  the  receipt  of  the  wound,  he  had  been  obliged, 
in  consequence  of  broken  health,  to  take  his  discharge  from  the  corps  to 
which  he  then  belonged.  Having  subsequently  improved  in  health  and 
strength,  he  entered  the  Ramghur  battalion.  I  was  credibly  informed 
that  his  wound  had  broken  out  afresh  on  two  or  three  occasions  since  he 
joined  the  Regt.,  always  however  healing  up  kindly,  after  the  discharge  of 
a  greater  or  less  quantity  of  purulent  matter.  I  omitted  to  mention  in 
the  proper  place,  that  during  the  first  stage  of  the  disease,  the  patient 
seemed  generally  to  prefer  lying  on  his  back.  Latterly,  especially  when 
his  breathing  was  affected,  he  always  reclined  on  the  affected  side,  and 
could  not  lie  comfortably  in  any  other  posture. — India  Med.  Jour. 


PHYSIOLOGICAL  NATURE  OF  DEATH. 

The  idea  of  the  intense  suffering  immediately  preceding  dissolution  is, 
and  has  been,  so  general,  that  the  term  "  Agony  "  has  been  applied  to 
it  in  many  languages.  In  its  origin,  the  word  means  nothing  more  than 
a  violent  contest  or  strife,  but  it  has  been  extended  so  as  to  embrace  the 
pangs  of  death  and  any  violent  pain.  The  agony  of  death,  howTever, 
physiologically  speaking,  instead  of  being  a  state  of  mental  and  corpo- 
real turmoil  and  anguish,  is  one  of  insensibility.  The  hurried  and  la- 
bored breathing,  the  peculiar  sound  on  inspiration,  and  the  turned-up 
eye-ball,  instead  of  being  evidences  of  suffering,  are  now  admitted  to  be 
signs  of  the  brain  having  lost  all,  or  almost  all,  sensibility  to  impressions. 
Whilst  the  brain  is  possessed  of  consciousness,  the  eye  is  directed  as  the 
will  commands,  by  the  appropriate  voluntary  muscles  of  the  organ ;  but 
as  soon  as  consciousness  is  lost,  and  the  will  no  longer  acts,  the  eye-ball 
is  drawn  up  involuntarily  under  the  upper  eye-lid.  All  the  indications, 
then,  of  mortal  strife  are  such  in  appearance  only  ;  even  the  convulsive 
agitations,  occasionally  perceived,  are  of  the  nature  of  the  epileptic 
spasms,  which  we  know  to  be  produced  in  total  insensibility,  and  to  afford 

no  real  evidence  of  corporeal  suffering.     An  easy  death — euthanasia  

is  what  all  desire  ;  and,  fortunately,  whatever  have  been  the  previous 
pangs,  the  closing  scene  in  most  ailments  is  generally  of  this  character. 
In  the  beautiful  mythology  of  the  ancients,  Death  was  the  daughter  of 
Night,  and  the  sister  of  Sleep.  She  was  the  only  divinity  to  whom  no 
sacrifice  was  made,  because  it  was  felt  that  no  human  interference  could 
arrest  her  arm  ;  yet  her  approach  was  contemplated  without  any  physi- 
cal apprehension.  The  representation  of  Death,  as  a  skeleton  covered 
merely  with  skin,  on  the  monument  at  Cannae,  was  not  the  common  al- 
legorical picture  of  the  period.  It  was  generally  depicted  on  tombs  as 
a  friendly  genius,  holding  a  wreath  in  his  hand,  with  an  inverted  torch  ; 
as  a  sleeping  child,  winged,  with  an  inverted  torch  resting  on  his  wreath  ; 
or  as  Love,  with  a  melancholy  air,  his  legs  crossed,  leaning  on  an  invert- 
ed torch — the  inverted  torch  being  a  beautiful  emblem  of  the  gradual 
self-extinguishment  of  the  vital  flame. 
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The  disgusting  representations  of  Death  from  the  contents  of  the  char- 
nel-house were  not  common  until  the  austerity  of  the  14th  century,  and 
are  beginning  to  be  abandoned.  In  more  recent  times,  Death  seems  to 
have  been  portrayed  as  a  beautiful  youth  ;  and  it  is  under  this  form  that 
he  is  represented  by  Canova,  on  the  monument  which  George  IV. 
of  England  erected  in  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  in  honor  of  the  Stuarts. — 
American  Journal 


EAR-RINGS  A  REMEDY  FOR  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  EYES. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  | 

A  case  occurred  in  my  practice  about  12  years  since,  which  may  be 
interesting  to  your  Lowell  correspondent — Journal,  vol.  XV.  page  62. 

A  little  girl  of  9  or  10  months  had  been  from  birth  afflicted  with  a 
purulent  discharge  from  the  conjunctive  membrane  of  the  left  eye. 
There  was  a  slight  turgescence  of  the  blood  vessels,  and  the  eye  appear- 
ed rather  sunken  in  the  orbit.  The  formation  of  pus  was  so  copious  as 
to  be  continually  running  over  the  under  lid — in  all  other  respects  the 
child  was  perfectly  healthy.  I  had  tried  every  remedy  that  my  reading 
or  observation  suggested,  among  which  were  issues  behind  the  ears,  but 
without  the  least  success,  when  the  child's  grandmother  very  quietly 
and  mildly  proposed  the  use  of  gold  ear-rings.  As  I  always  entertained 
as  much  respect  for  unprofessional  as  professional  empiricism,  I  determin- 
ed upon  employing  the  remedy,  and  accordingly  inserted  the  rings  im- 
mediately after  puncturing  the  ears.  No  inflammation  or  apparent  sore- 
ness followed  the  operation,  and  at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours  there 
was  not  a  vestige  of  the  disease  perceptible.  Three  or  four  weeks  after 
this,  I  removed  the  rings ;  the  next  day  the  eye  was  full  of  pus.  They 
were  then  replaced,  and  the  purulent  discharge  ceased  as  before.  After 
this  they  were  worn  constantly  for  seven  or  eight  years,  and  without  any 
return  of  the  affliction. 

I  am  aware  that  the  very  scientific,  of  our  profession,  sneer  at  these 
things ;  but  with  their  leave,  I  would  remind  them,  that  perhaps  there 
may  be  "  more  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  than  are  dreamed  of  in  their 
philosophy."  H. 

New  York,  Sept.  6th,  1836. 
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OUTLINES  OF  PHYSIOLOGY.* 

This  is  the  second  book  with  the  above  title,  which  has  appeared  in  New 
England,  the  present  season,  and  the  third  within  three  years.  As  Out- 

*  Outlines  of  Physiology,  both  comparative  and  human  \  in  which  are  described  the  Mechanical, 
Animal,  Vital  and  Sensorial  Organs  and  Functions,  &x.  &c.  By  J.  L.  Conistock,«M.D.  author  of  Min- 
eralogy, Natural  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Botany,  Geology,  &c.  New  York,  Robinson,  Pratt  &c  Co. 
Pp.  314,  8vo. 
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lines  is  so  favorite  a  cognomen  at  the  north,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  suc- 
ceeding publications  will  follow  the  track.  Separately  from  this,  it  being 
really  unfortunate  to  have  so  many  good  works  bearing  precisely  the  same 
title,  Dr.  Cornstock  has  produced  a  capital  volume  for  popular  reading. 
It  contains  the  sum  and  substance  of  all  the  thirty  outlines  of  physiology 
extant,  from  Richerand  to  Dr.  Oliver,  and  in  a  form  to  be  understood  by 
very  young  readers.  Whenever  the  author  has  casually  thrown  in  a  sen- 
tence of  his  own,  it  is  always  acceptable,  and  well  and  appropriately  said. 
If,  instead  of  making  up  a  volume  out  of  the  opinions  and  writings  of 
others,  the  author  had  taken  the  responsibility  of  every  page,  and  cloth- 
ed the  whole  in  his  own  language,  he  would  be  entitled  to  more  credit  ; 
at  least,  it  would  have  been  called  original  ;  as  it  is,  however,  it  must 
and  will  be  regarded  as  a  first-rate  production  for  a  particular  sphere — 
the  common  schools,  where  elementary  books  on  anatomy  and  physiolo- 
gy ought  universally  to  be  introduced.  But  although  designed  for 
schools,  as  the  title  page  very  modestly  announces,  Dr.  Comstock's  com- 
pilation would  be  serviceable  in  any  medical  library.  It  contains  a  con- 
densed view  of  the  current  philosophy  of  the  day,  upon  the  subjects  of 
physical  organization,  the  vital  functions,  &lc.  which  not  to  know,  now 
argues  one's  self  to  be  unknown. 

The  vulgar  notion  that  physicians  possess  very  singular  and  important 
secrets,  and  that  they  are  a  privileged  class  of  men  on  this  account,  can 
best  be  overcome  by  carefully  educating  youth,  in  all  our  public  institu- 
tions, in  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  the  animal  economy.  In  this  en- 
lightened age,  it  is  due  them  to  be  instructed  in  every  department  of  na- 
ture, if  moral  elevation  of  character  is  one  of  the  prime  objects  contem- 
plated by  educational  efforts.  ]\To  one,  to  our  recollection,  has  done 
more  towards  this  grand  scheme,  and  executed  the  labor  better,  than  Dr. 
Cornstock.  Instead  of  making  essays,  however  excellent,  out  of  the 
writings  of  his  neighbors,  he  need  not  be  afraid  to  venture  abroad  upon 
his  own  pinions;  there  is  no  wax  about  the  wings  of  industry. 

When  we  first  commenced  the  examination  of  this  specimen  of  the 
manner  in  which  physiology  may  be  made  a  captivating  study  for  a  fami- 
ly, the  idea  of  noticing  it  at  all  in  a  medical  Journal,  was  not  even  con- 
templated. Doubtless  it  will  find  its  way,  through  the  agency  of  com- 
mon newspaper  advertisements,  to  the  place  of  ultimate  destination. 
This,  however,  is  a  slow  and  discouraging  process.  The  author  certain- 
ly has  our  best  wishes,  and  we  not  only  warmly  recommend  his  book  to 
school  committees  and  commissioners,  but  feel  assured  that  medical  stu- 
dents might  derive  lasting  advantage  from  a  careful  study  of  Dr.  Com- 
stock's Outlines  of  Physiology. 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  TENNESSEE. 

A  pamphlet,  containing  the  proceedings  of  this  Society  on  its  seventh 
anniversary,  in  May  last,  has  but  just  been  received.  There  is  some 
spirit  in  Tennessee  :  Dr.  Walter  H.  Drane,  the  appointed  orator,  for 
non-appearance,  was  fined  $,25,00  ;  excellent!  Dr.  W.  P.  Godwin,  pre- 
viously appointed,  for  not  being  present  to  read  an  essay  on  the  Medical 
Topography  of  West  Tennessee,  was  also  fined  $25,00  ;  better  yet  !  A 
resolve  passed,  that  absentees  who  fail  to  transmit  the  amount  of  their 
annual  contributions,  shall  be  fined  $5,00;  worthy  of  example  in  Massa- 
chusetts.    Dr.  Felix  Robertson  was  elected  president,  and  Dr.  James 
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Oberton,  author  of  a  valuable  paper  on  spontaneous  combustion,  almost 
wholly  reprinted  in  this  Journal,  last  year,  is  the  Corresponding  Secreta- 
ry. Dr.  Ferdinand  Stith,  Vice  President,  was  selected  for  the  orator,  at 
the  next  meeting,  in  May,  1837.  The  profession  will  get  something  be- 
side mulct  money  of  that  gentleman.  Our  good  friends  at  Nashville 
must  not  forget  us,  the  very  day  a  copy  of  his  dissertation  leaves  the 
press. 

By  some  method,  the  Medical  Society  of  Tennessee  contrive  to  bring 
more  to  pass  in  twelve  months,  than  almost  any  similar  association  in  the 
States.  Enough  has  been  devised  for  the  members  to  do  before  the  next 
meeting,  to  constitute  a  large  volume  of  transactions.  Dr.  Martin  is  to 
produce  an  essay  on  the  topography  and  diseases  of  Nashville  and  Da- 
vidson Counties.  Dr.  Kain  must  bring  in  a  topographical  history  and  the 
diseases  of  East  Tennessee;  and  Dr.  Lea,  of  the  VVestern  district.  Un- 
der a  resolution,  the  president  directed  fifteen  other  gentlemen  to  come 
prepared  with  a  history,  treatment,  and  termination  of  a  case  of  disease 
occurring  in  their  own  practice.  Lastly,  for  there  is  not  a  single  drone 
in  the  hive,  A.  H.  Buchanan,  M.D.  of  Columbia,  brought  forward  a 
discourse  at  the  late  meeting,  of  forty-three  octavo  pages,  on  the  Medical 
Topography  and  Diseases  of  Middle  Tennessee,  which  we  shall  endeavor 
to  make  the  subject  of  a  distinct  notice  within  a  few  weeks.  The  re- 
cords should  be  published  on  finer  paper  ;  by  the  time  the  publication 
reaches  Boston,  it  is  much  the  worse  for  wear. 


Case  of  Nail  in  the  Bronchia. — Dr.  Brigharn,  of  Hartford,  Conn,  re- 
lates, in  the  American  Journal,  a  case  in  which  a  brass  nail  was  swallow- 
ed by  a  girl  five  years  of  age.  She  was  seized  with  coughing,  which 
continued  several  days,  and  then  subsided.  One  year  afterwards  she 
took  cold,  which  was  followed  by  increased  cough,  expectoration,  haemop- 
tysis, hectic  fever,  night  sweats,  and  the  other  usual  symptoms  of  phthisis 
pulmonalis.  She  died  in  13  months  after  the  accident.  On  examining 
the  body,  at  the  fourth  or  fifth  division  of  the  right  bronchial  tube,  more 
than  one  inch  from  the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea,  was  found  a  common 
brass  nail,  half  an  inch  long,  with  a  head  nearly  the  same  in  diameter. 
It  was  colored  black,  but  not  in  the  least  corroded,  and  appeared  to  be 
firmly  fixed.  The  substance  or  outer  part  of  the  right  lung  adhered 
extensively  to  the  adjacent  parts,  and  contained  several  large  abscesses 
that  discharged  pus  into  the  bronchi  by  fistulous  passages. 


The  Bandage  in  Gonorrhcea. — This  singular  remedy  for  obstinate  gon- 
orrhoea is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  and  recommended  by 
Dr.  S.  W.  Dalton,  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  Philadelphia  Journal.  He 
says  he  has  tested  its  value  in  five  or  six  years  hospital  practice  in  the  U. 
S.  Army.  The  bandage  is  carefully  applied  from  the  glans  penis  back  to 
its  dorsum,  a  light  dossil  of  lint  being  first  applied  to  the  former.  It 
should  be  about  an  inch  and  a  half  wide,  and  long  enough  to  envelope 
the  whole  length  of  the  penis  two  several  times,  with  considerable  tight- 
ness and  perfect  equability.  It  is  then  immersed  from  time  to  time,  in  a 
cold,  saturated  solution  of  the  acetate  of  lead,  so  as  to  keep  the  bandage 
continually  wet — thus  assisting  to  restrain  those  priapismal  erections 
which  in  such  cases  are  so  painful  and  harassing  to  the  patient.  An  in- 
jection of  the  sulph.  zinci  and  sacchar.  saturn.  of  each  two  grs.  dissolved 
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in  four  ounces  of  rose  or  rain  water,  three  or  four  times  a  day,  is  also  en- 
joined, with  half  diet,  quietude  and  confinement.  Dr.  D.  lias  found  a 
cure  uniformly  follow  this  treatment  in  two  or  three  days. 


Fracture  of  the  Lower  Jaw  at  the  Symphysis. — A  case  of  this  description 
is  related  by  Mr.  Syme  in  a  late  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  The  accident  was  produced  by  a  blow  with  a  fist. 
The  fracture  was  seated  exactly  at  the  symphysis.  A  similar  case  oc- 
curred in  the  practice  of  a  physician  in  Maine,  a  few  years  since,  a  report 
of  which,  we  believe,  has  never  been  published. 


Antidote  to  the  Poison  of  Arsenic. — A  case  is  related  in  the  U.  S.  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal,  by  Dr.  Heron,  of  Orange  Co.  N.  Y.  in  which, 
after  an  ounce  of  arsenic  had  been  taken,  relief  was  obtained  by  the  fol- 
lowing means.  A  pint  of  milk,  in  which  the  whites  of  several  eggs  were 
beaten,  was  injected  into  the  stomach  by  the  stomach  pump,  and  the  tubes 
reversed.  The  milk  and  eggs  immediately  coagulated,  emesis  soon  fol- 
lowed, by  which,  and  the  operation  of  the  pump,  the  stomach  was  soon 
disgorged  of  its  contents.  The  arsenic  was  found  involved  in  the  coagu- 
la,  the  distress  subsided,  and  no  effects  of  the  poison  remained. 


Medical  application  of  Galvanism. — From  some  remarks  in  the  South- 
ern Medical  Journal  upon  Dr.  Page's  newly  invented  apparatus  for  ob- 
taining sparks  and  shocks  from  the  Calorimoter,  announced  some  months 
since  in  our  Journal,  we  extract  the  following  paragraph. 

"  We  look  with  pleasure  to  the  day  when  galvanism  will  become  one 
of  the  most  important  and  agreeable  agents  at  the  command  of  the  prac- 
titioner  for  the  regulation  of  excitement,  especially  local  excesses  and  de- 
ficiencies. We  have  witnessed  for  many  years  its  decided  power  of  les- 
sening action  at  one  pole  and  increasing  it  at  the  other — thus  proving  its 
power  of  translation  or  revulsion.  So  decided  is  this  power,  that  when 
properly  adjusted  to  two  blistered  or  denuded  points,  the  blister  at  one 
pole  will  desiccate,  whilst  the  other  will  inflame  and  secrete  copiously  ; 
and  in  some  cases,  finally  sphacelate.  In  view  of  this  fact,  the  Medical 
Society  of  Augusta,  at  a  recent  session,  offered  a  premium  of  fifty  dollars 
for  an  apparatus  for  the  convenient  application  of  galvanism  to  the  pur- 
pose of  revulsion  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  We  can  form  no  distinct 
idea  of  the  apparatus  of  Dr.  Page,  as  he  has  given  us  no  description. 
We  trust,  however,  that  the  article  itself,  or  a  competent  description  of 
it,  will  soon  be  forthcoming,  and,  for  the  credit  of  the  profession,  unin- 
cumbered by  the  price  of  a  patent  right  :  or,  should  the  right  of  use  be  re- 
stricted by  a  patent,  that  the  privilege  will  not  be  offered  at  such  a  price 
as  will  amount  to  a  prohibition  of  its  use  in  the  service  of  humanity. 
Such  is  the  case  with  regard  to  several  new  inventions  recently  and  at 
present  offered  to  the  public.'' 


Boylston  Prize  Essays. — The  successful  one,  by  Dr.  Holmes,  and  two 
others,  which  were  too  good  to  be  rejected,  will  soon  be  published  in  a 
volume.  We  understand  the  expense  is  wholly  defrayed  by  a  fellow  of 
the  Medical  Society,  whose  devotion  to  the  profession  is  proverbial. 
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A  Practice. — A  physician  residing  within  ten  miles  of  Boston,  in  a 
pleasant,  flourishing  manufacturing  village,  is  desirous  of  introducing  a 
successor  to  his  business,  which  is  estimated  to  be  worth  from  six  hundred 
to  a  thousand  dollars  a  year.  It  is  expected  that  his  successor  will  pur- 
chase a  few  articles  necessary  in  country  practice,  for  which  a  fair  value 
only  would  be  expected.  Applicants  may  address  Dr.  M.  M.  R.  at  this 
office,  to  the  care  of  the  editor,  post  paid. 


Brunswick  Medical  School. — Twenty-six  gentlemen  were  admitted  to 
the  degree  of  doctor  in  medicine,  in  course,  at  the  late  commencement. 
The  honorary  degree  was  conferred  on  Jonathan  Page,  of  Brunswick, 
and  Elisha  J.  Ford,  of  Alna.  The  library  of  this  institution,  as  well  as 
the  anatomical  cabinet,  is  exceedingly  valuable,  and  by  the  very  wise 
provision  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine,  the  one  thousand  dollars  annually 
appropriated,  will  finally  give  it  advantages  of  a  superior  order.  Dr. 
Cobb,  it  is  understood,  does  not  accept  the  anatomical  chair.  Prof. 
Cleaveland  is  a  host  in  himself — always  interesting  and  always  instruc- 
tive. It  is  about  time  some  kind  of  circular  was  abroad,  that  the  public 
may  know  who  are  to  fill  the  several  departments  of  theory  and  practice, 
surgery,  &.c.  the  ensuing  lecture  term. 


Cholera. — Although,  in  common  with  the  profession,  we  are  watching 
with  intense  anxiety  the  present  existence  of  the  cholera  at  Charleston, 
S.  C.  we  refrain  from  any  elaborate  comments  on  the  probable  cause  of 
its  development,  or  the  sanitory  measures  most  important  to  be  pursued. 
Perhaps  there  is  not  a  disease  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  human  woes, 
which  has  received  such  universal  attention.  Every  man  has  had  a 
remedy  ;  but  its  appearance,  notwithstanding,  in  all  countries,  has  been 
marked  by  appalling  ravages.  It  is  quite  genteel  employment  to  sit  in 
one's  study  and  theorize,  which  constitutes  much  of  all  that  has  ever 
been  done  in  relation  to  the  Asiatic  cholera.  Physicians  have  not  been 
able  to  control  its  progress  and  fatal  death-sweep  in  cities,  and  are  con- 
strained to  acknowledge  the  insufficiency  of  medicine  to  arrest  its  march, 
or  certainly  cure  the  malady. 


Lobelia. — We  know  of  but  few  things  of  practical  importance  about 
lobelia  5  but  we  do  know  amongst  these  few  things  that  long  since,  phy- 
sicians who  have  both  knowledge,  and  feelings  of  humanity,  have  laid  it 
aside  on  account  of  its  uncertainty,  and  its  dangerous  power,  to  which  they 
have  resorted  only  under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  Our  chief  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  its  powers  which  have  compelled  regular  practition- 
ers to  deprecate  its  use,  has  been  derived  from  observations  on  numerous 
cases  to  which  we  have  in  these  latter  years  been  called,  for  the  purpose 
of  endeavoring  to  remedy  its  peculiar  ruinous  effects  on  the  digestive  and 
nutritive  powers,  and  on  the  general  constitution.  These  lead  us  to 
mourn  over  the  manslaughtering  use  of  it  which  has  become  so  common, 
whenever  we  reflect,  as  we  often  do,  on  the  scene  of  misery  and  ruin 
which  we  have  seen  entailed  on  the  bereaved  husband,  the  disconsolate 
widow,  the  orphan  child,  and  the  last  hope  of  the  parent. 

Lobelia  stands  before  the  profession  chiefly  a  beacon  to  tell  where  dan- 
ger lies.    Its  name  is  looked  on  by  those  who  really  know  its  powers, 
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almost  as  the  poisonous  atmosphere  of  the  Upas — to  be  avoided  ;  or,  if 
approached  at  all,  with  the  greatest  circumspection. —  South.  Med.  Jour. 


Diseases  in  St.  Helena. — The  population  of  St.  Helena  in  December 
1834,  was  4977,  being  21 13  whites,  and  2864  colored  people.  The  aver- 
age number  of  deaths  annually  appear  to  be  about  80.  The  total  number 
of  admissions  into  hospital  of  the  troops  in  the  island,  during  the  last  4 
years,  were  1980,  the  strength  of  the  garrison  being  about  800.  The  total 
number  of  sick  of  all  classes  admitted  into  the  General  Hospital,  during 
the  same  period,  including  the  troops,  was  2669,  of  whom  2606  recover- 
ed, and  63  died. 

The  fatal  cases  were  principally  pulmonary,  hepatic,  and  bowel  affec- 
tions. The  prevailing  mortality  assimilates  closely  to  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, especially  in  the  frequency  of  pulmonary  affections.  The  diet  of 
the  people  consists  chiefly  of  rice  and  fish  and  a  good  deal  of  salted  meat, 
and  they  are  much  given  to  the  use  of  spirits  and  tobacco.  Scrofula  is 
a  disease  well  known  in  St.  Helena.  Dr.  JMcRitchie  states  that  blood- 
letting is  highly  necessary  in  the  inflammatory  and  mixed  fevers  of  the 
island,  but  that  people  of  color  do  not  bear  up  so  well  against  the  effects 
of  that  remedy  as  Europeans.  Rheumatism,  gout,  and  nephritic  affec- 
tions, erysipelas,  urticaria,  and  varicella  are  frequent,  but  confluent  small- 
pox is  unknown.  Measles  were  very  mortal  in  1807,  since  which  it  has 
disappeared  from  the  island.  Tetanus  and  Trismus  are  almost  always 
fatal.  Mental  ailments  are  not  uncommon.  Elephantiasis  and  Lepra 
frequently  attack  the  people  of  color,  puerperal  convulsions  were  very 
fatal  in  1824,  as  well  as  croup,  and  that  dangerous  modification  of  sore 
throat  described  by  Dr.  J.  Hamilton,  Jr.,  in  the  2d  edition  of  his  work 
on  female  complaints. — India  Med.  Jour. 

Dikd — At  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dr.  Thomas  Hersey,  aged  70.— At  New  York, 
Dr.  John  P.  DeRose,  aged  33. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  September  17,  47.    Males,  24— females,  23. 

Cholera  infantum,  3— consumption,  3— inflammation  of  bowels,  2— dysentery,  8— teething,  5— old 
age,  2— infantile,  5— canker  in  the  bowels,  2— typhous  fever,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  3— apoplexy,  1 
— dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 — debility,  1 — accidental,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — bowel  complaint,  4 — inflam- 
mation oflungs,  1  — stillborn,  5. 


JUST  published,  the  PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS  IN  PHRENOLOGY,  Part  III.  One  Dollar  only, 
sent  in  a  letter,  post  paid,  will  buy  its  value  in  Physiological  Tracts. 

2— Sept.  21.  ELISHA  NORTH,  M.D.  of  New  London,  Ct. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  ,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery     -  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  "     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20—  lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 
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MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction,  in  Yale  College,  begins  on  Thursday,  Nov.  3d,  1836,  and  it  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.  There  are  at  least  five  lectures  daily  through  the  term,  and  a  part  of  the 
time  six.    The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  En  Ives,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  William  Tully,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

The  several  courses  in  ail  the  departments  are  full  and  complete,  and  the  means  of  illustration 
ample. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7,50;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $12,50  each,  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6— amounting  to 
$76— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 

All  the  necessary  expenses  of  living  in  New  Haven  during  the  winter  are  from  $2  to  $4  a  week, 
according  to  the  accommodations  required.  6t 

Yale  College,  Sept.  I,  1836. 


REMOVAL. 

CHARLES  WHITE  respectfully  informs  the  Physicians,  his  friends,  and  the  public,  that  he  has  re- 
moved to  No.  230  Washington  St.  four  doors  south  of  Summer  St.  and  nearly  opposite  his  old  stand 

C.  W.  returns  his  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Physicians,  and  his  friends,  for  their  past 
favors,  and  hopes,  by  strict  personal  attention,  as  heretofore,  to  Physicians'  prescriptions,  and  to  the 
compounding  and  delivery  of  Family  Medicines,  to  have  a  continuance. 

Boston,  Aug.  24.  6t 


BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

THE  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  Physicians,  viz.  : 


Walter  Channing,  M.D. 
Geo.  Hayward,  M.D. 
John  Randall,  M.D 
Enoch  Hale,  Jr.  M.D. 


John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 
Rufus  Wymai),  M.D. 
Geo.  C.  Shattuck,  M.D. 
Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  3d,  1836,  a  premium  of  Fifty 
Dollars,  or  a  Gold  Medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  M.D.  of  Boston,  for 
ajDissertation  on  the  following  question  :  "  How  far  are  the  external  means  of  exploring  the  condi- 
tion of  the  internal  organs  to  be  considered  useful  and  important  in  medical  practice  ?" 

There  were  two  other  dissertations  on  the  same  subject  of  so  high  a  character,  that  the  Committee 
were  desirous  of  bestowing  upon  them  some  maik  of  their  approbation.  But  they  could  not  draw 
upon  the  Boylston  fund  for  more  than  one  premium  on  each  question.  The  necessary  means,  how- 
ever, were  furnished  in  another  w  ay,  and  a  prize  of  Fifty  Dollars  was  awarded  by  an  unanimous 
vote  to  each  of  the  authors  of  these  dissertations.  One  of  them  was  written  by  Robert  W.  Haxall, 
M.D.  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  the  other  by  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.  of  Deny,  N.  H. 

The  following  Prize  Questions  for  the  year  1837,  are  now  before  the  public,  viz. : 

1st.  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating  it  ?" 

2d.  "To  what  extent  and  in  what  places  has  Intermittent  Fever  been  indigenous  in  New 
England  ?" 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston, 

on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1837. 
The  following  (Questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1838,  viz.  ; 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treat- 
ing this  disease  .?" 

2d.  "  VVhat  are  the  causes,  seat  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation  ?  (Erythema 
Erysipelatosum  of  Good.") 

Dissertations  on  these  questions  must  be  transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1838. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to 
Fifty  Dollars,  or  a  Gold  Medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  with  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  de- 
vice or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same 
device  or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  1826,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz.  : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  GEORGE  HAYWARD,  Sec'y. 

Boston,  Aug.  24,  1836. 

***  Publishers  of  Newspapers  and  Medical  Journals,  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully 
requested  to  give  the  above  an  insertion.  4teop — A  24 
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ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  STRICTURE  OF  THE  RECTUM. 

BY    FREDERICK   SALMON,  F.R.C.S.  LONDON. 

In  the  treatment  of  stricture,  our  first  object  should  be  to  correct  local 
disturbance.  Topical  applications  to  the  neighboring  parts,  such  as 
leeches  around  the  entrance  of  the  bowel,  and  cupping  the  perineum, 
nates,  or  loins,  are  often  of  material  service  ;  and  where  the  disease  is 
accompanied  with  considerable  irritation  of  the  bladder,  it  is  beneficial 
to  abstract  blood  from  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  In  the  use  of 
leeches  we  should  be  cautious  of  the  number  we  apply,  for  they  will 
sometimes,  when  the  parts  are  in  a  high  state  of  excitement,  bleed  to  a 
most  extraordinary  extent. 

But  it  cannot  have  escaped  the  observation  of  the  most  inexperienc- 
ed practitioner,  that,  in  the  treatment  of  all  disorders  and  diseases,  he  is 
more  or  less  successful  in  proportion  as  he  attends  to  the  functions  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels.  We  readily  understand  why  this  should 
happen,  when  we  reflect  upon  the'  important  services  they  perform, 
that  they  are  the  source  by  which  the  body  is  supported  and  relieved  of 
the  impurities  imposed  upon  it.  The  utmost  attention  should  be  paid  to 
procure  from  the  bowels  a  free  and  comfortable  relief  daily.  To  ac- 
complish this,  two  points  should  be  observed,  first,  that  we  do  not  load 
and  annoy  the  stomach,  by  the  too  plentiful  administration  of  food,  and 
secondly,  that  we  do  not  irritate  the  bowels  through  an  injudicious  use 
of  purgative  medicines. 

Here  I  cannot  too  strongly  deprecate  the  common  every  day's  prac- 
tice of  giving  violent  doses  of  purgative  medicine  ;  not  only  is  no  bene- 
fit derived  from  such  treatment,  but  serious  injury  is  frequently  induced. 
When  adopted  in  diseases  of  the  rectum,  such  must  be  the  result,  since 
large  quantities  of  feculent  matter  are  driven  from  the  small  intestines 
into  the  colon,  already  distended,  as  a  consequence  of  stricture  in  the 
rectum,  and  highly  irritated,  and  thus  arise  frequent  and  distressingly  pain- 
ful efforts  to  pass  motions,  the  straining  to  accomplish  which,  may,  in 
extreme  instances,  induce  inflammation,  or  even  rupture  of  the  intestine, 
at  the  sigmoid  flexure.  In  making  these  observations,  1  trust  I  shall  not 
be  considered  as  drawing  an  exaggerated  picture  of  affliction  ;  such  re- 
sults are  upon  record  :  I  have  been  an  eye-witness  of  their  occurrence, 
and  common  sense  ought  to  convince  us  they  are  likely  to  be  produced. 
A  few  years  since,  1  attended  a  gentleman,  whose  wife  died  from  the 
improper  administration  of  violent  purgative  medicines.  She  had  had 
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for  a  long  period  an  affection  of  the  womb,  which  was  believed  to  be 
carcinomatous,  ami  she  was  of  an  extremely  confined  habit  of  body,  al- 
ways requiring  the  assistance  of  powerful  doses  of  medicine  to  produce 
the  slightest  evacuation.  After  having  had  her  bowels  constipated  sev- 
eral days,  she  was  seized  with  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum,  to  re- 
lieve which,  in  conjunction  with  the  usual  remedies,  large  doses  of  calo- 
mel, mixed  with  drastic  purgatives,  were  administered  for  the  space  of 
two  days  and  nights,  without  any  other  effect  than  that  of  producing  the 
greatest  inclination  and  straining  to  pass  her  motions;  in  one  of  these 
attempts  she  suddenly  exclaimed,  "  Oh  !  something  has  given  way  in 
my  left  side."  Cold  clammy  perspirations  immediately  succeeded,  at- 
tended with  faintnes.s,  which  was  speedily  followed  by  delirium  and 
death.  Examination  discovered  that  a  cherry-stone  had  lodged  in  the 
sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  where  the  passage  was  almost  obliterated 
by  stricture,  immediately  above  which  the  gut  had  given  way,  its  con- 
tents escaping  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Here,  the  existence  of 
contraction  had  never  been  thought  of  by  her  medical  friends,  though 
probably  it  had  been  the  exciting  cause  of  the  affection  of  the  womb. 

I  doubt  the  propriety  of  administering  violent  aperient  medicines  in 
attacks  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  bowels  ;  and  would  suggest  that, 
before  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure,  we  should  ascertain,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  rectum  bougie,  whether  the  inflammation  is  connected 
with  any  mechanical  impediment  in  the  lower  bowel.  L  am  convinced, 
by  experience,  that  many  cases  of  obstruction  and  inflammation  of  the 
intestinal  canal  occur  as  an  effect  of  stricture  in  the  rectum  :  now  it  is 
very  obvious,  that  where  this  is  the  fact,  the  exhibition  of  powerful  aperi- 
ent medicine  is,  to  say  the  least,  an  inconsistent  course  to  pursue ;  since 
we  increase  the  irritation  throughout  the  canal,  more  especially  in  the 
rectum,  without  lessening  the  mechanical  obstruction  from  which  that 
irritation  arises.  In  the  forty-ninth  number  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 
there  is  reported  a  case  which  verifies  this  position.  The  circumstance 
of  the  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  originating  in  or  being  connected  with 
the  contraction  of  the  rectum,  appears  to  have  been  totally  overlooked 
by  the  medical  attendants. 

We  cannot  be  too  cautious  to  avoid  this  injurious  custom.  While,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  exhibition  of  mild  aperients,  such  as  castor  oil,  or 
electuary  of  senna,  may  be  said  to  solicit  the  bowels  to  perform  their 
office,  and  their  frequent  repetition  in  small  doses  seldom  fails  of  induc- 
ing a  salutary  effect.  Patients  should  be  advised  to  take  such  a  quanti- 
ty of  castor  oil,  confection  of  senna,  or  the  electuary  prescribed  be- 
neath,* as  may  be  found  adequate  to  produce  from  the  bowels  satisfacto- 
ry relief  once  a  day. 

Nothing  will  be  found  more  conducive  to  the  regularity  of  the  bowels 
than  the  daily  use  of  the  enema,  throwing  into  the  rectum,  every  morn- 
ing or  evening,  half  or  three  parts  of  a  pint  of  water  or  thin  gruel,  com- 

*  Recipe,  Confectionis  Sennas  gi. 

Sulphuris  Prfficipitati  ^iii. 
Olei  Jnniperi  jruttas  vi. 
Syrup,  q.  s.  misce. 

Fiat  electuarium.    Sumat  cochleare  unum  parvuin  hora  somni  pro  re  nat&. 
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fortably  warm,  containing  a  dessert  spoonful  of  castor  oil.  In  simple 
spasmodic  strictures,  the  perseverance  in  this  plan  will  sometimes  remove 
all  symptoms  of  the  disorder.  By  this  course  any  extreme  collection  of 
feculent  matter  is  avoided,  and  even  in  the  most  aggravated  cases  of  ob- 
struction, it  will  assist  in  preventing,  or  tranquillize  local  irritation. 

There  is  not,  probably,  any  improvement  in  modern  surgical  practice 
more  simple,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  more  beneficial  than  this  custom. 
It  is,  however,  necessary,  that  it  should  be  adopted  with  judgment,  and 
not  in  the  injurious  manner  it  is  too  commonly  pursued.  Many  persons 
have  informed  me,  that  they  have  been  in  the  habit,  and  that  under  the 
sanction  of  their  medical  advisers,  of  daily  distending  the  bowel  with 
large  quantities  of  fluid,  by  which  the  intestine  in  time  loses  its  natural 
susceptibility  of  contraction  ;  hence  it  permits  a  large  portion  of  feculent 
matter  to  accumulate  before  any  desire  to  pass  an  evacuation  will  be  pro- 
duced. Furthermore,  this  system  is  not  altogether  free  from  danger  ; 
for  when  the  bowel  is  thus  immoderately  distended,  it  may,  from  the 
spasmodic  action  which  will  often  be  produced,  give  way  immediately 
above  the  contracted  part,  where  the  mucous  membrane  is  often  destroy- 
ed by  ulceration. 

The  quantity  of  fluid  [  have  stated,  will  be  found  to  answer  every 
purpose,  and  the  injection  of  such  a  portion  may  be  adopted  as  a  habit, 
at  or  for  any  period,  without  the  smallest  detriment.  A  variety  of  enema 
apparatuses  may  be  procured  at  the  surgeon's  instrument  makers. 
There  is  a  very  simple  instrument  of  continental  origin  lately  introduced 
into  this  country  by  Mr.  Hartly,  of  Sweeting's  Alley,  and  for  ordinary 
circumstances,  it  is,  perhaps,  the  best  method  of  administering  enemas 
with  which  we  are  yet  acquainted.  It  is  not,  however,  applicable 
to  all  cases,  like  the  common  elastic  bottle  and  pipe.  By  this  we  may 
inject  any  portion  of  fluid,  however  small,  which  is  often  a  great  advan- 
tage, as  when  administering  laudanum  or  any  particular  medicine  which 
we  wish  to  be  retained  in  the  rectum.  The  latter  apparatus  has,  at  all 
events,  this  additional  recommendation,  that  it  is  of  reasonable  price. 

The  extent  to  which  persons  will  permit  their  bowels  to  remain  inac- 
tive, without  making  the  slightest  attempt  to  promote  their  regularity,  is 
surprising.  A  lady  informed  me,  that  her  bowels  were  never  relieved 
above  once  every  ten  or  twelve  days,  that  frequently  they  remained  in- 
active for  fifteen  and  twenty,  and  occasionally  even  for  a  month  ;  yet  she 
wondered  that  her  general  health  was  bad!  Another  lady  stated,  that  it 
was  common  with  her  to  pass  five  and  six  days  without  any  motion  oc- 
curring, though  for  twelve  years  past,  she  had  never  omitted  to  take  every 
night  her  aperient  pill.  There  is  not,  in  the  whole  practice  of  our  profes- 
sion, a  point  upon  which  we  shall  find  it  more  difficult  to  acquire  correct 
information  than  on  this  essential  particular:  from  mistaken  notions  of 
delicacy,  the  truth  is  too  often  concealed  ;  and  it  can  be  obtained  only 
by  an  inspection  of  the  motions,  a  duty  no  medical  man,  however  emi- 
nent, or  however  extensive  his  practice,  should  fail  to  perform. 

It  is  sometimes  beneficial  to  attempt  to  obtain  evacuations  at  a  stated 
period  of  the  day.  Persons,  when  in  good  health,  have  usually  an  in- 
clination to  relieve  the  bowels  immediately  after  breakfast ;  the  pressure 
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of  the  distended  stomach  upon  the  transverse  arch  of  the  colon  causing 
it  to  contract  and  propel  its  contents  towards  the  rectum,  which,  becom- 
ing distended  and  irritated,  gives  rise  to  the  desire  of  going  to  stool. 
This  opportunity  should  not  be  neglected,  for  the  activity  of  the  absorb- 
ents in  the  bowel  will  remove  the  softer  particles,  and  the  bulk  being 
thus  reduced,  the  disposition  soon  subsides.  Feeling  the  desire,  with  a 
deficiency  of  capability,  persons  endeavor,  by  violent  straining,  to  accom- 
plish their  object,  which,  not  only  is  of  no  service,  but  adds  to  the  local 
irritation,  and  increases  disease. 

Where  the  bowels  remain  exceedingly  inert,  accompanied  with  more 
or  less  hardness  and  fulness  of  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  it  is  useful  to 
administer  an  aperient  draught,  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  days  apart. 
I  have  been  surprised  at  the  quantity  of  feculent  matter  brought  away 
by  this  medicine,  after  the  patient  has  taken  oily  aperients  for  weeks.* 
I  presume  this  arises  from  the  secretion  which  it  promotes,  softening  the 
indurated  and  long  collected  fasces.  In  ordinary  cases,  however,  no  bet- 
ter medicine  can  be  advised  than  castor  oil,  or  the  aperients  before  men- 
tioned. 

Having  considered  the  point  of  medicine,  I  proceed  next  to  a  few 
simple  observations  upon  the  subject  of  diet. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  accounted  superfluous  to  enlarge  upon  this  particu- 
lar part  of  the  treatment:  to  attempt,  however,  to  relieve  any  formida- 
ble complaint  without  the  strictest  observance  of  diet,  will  be  found  an 
unprofitable  employment  of  time. 

If  we  advert  to  the  causes  of  the  different  diseases  with  which  man- 
kind are  afflicted,  we  shall  be  constrained  to  admit,  as  the  most  fruitful 
source  of  them,  those  habits  of  luxury  by  which  the  health,  comfort, 
and  prosperity  of  society  arealike  contaminated  and  destroyed.  Instead 
of  enjoying  the  simple  products  of  nature,  recourse  is  had  to  every  spe- 
cies of  unnatural  and  artificial  combination  to  gratify  the  palate  and  pam- 
per the  appetite.  Not  content  with  loading  the  stomach  with  immense 
quantities  of  food,  we  irritate  and  distend  it  with  substances  alike  dissimi- 
lar and  unnecessary.  The  observations  of  the  late  Mr.  Abernethy,  than 
whom  a  sounder  physiological  surgeon  did  not  exist,  with  reference  to 
this  subject,  cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated  either  by  the  profession  or 
the  public.  He  has  shown  the  absurdity  of  putting  more  food  into  the 
stomach  than  it  is  capable  of  digesting  ;  likewise  the  various  and  impor- 
tant diseases  which  arise  solely  from  a  disordered  condition  of  the  stom- 
ach and  bowels. 

The  diet  for  patients  laboring  under  stricture  of  the  rectum  ought  to 
be  of  the  kind  most  nutritive  and  easy  of  digestion  ;  by  which  the  quanti- 
ty of  feculent  matter  will  be  lessened,  and  thence  the  necessity  for 
aperient  medicine  greatly  diminished.  Of  this  description  are  weak 
cocoa,  chocolate,  or  milk,  any  of  which  may  be  taken  for  breakfast ; 


*  Recipe,  Pulveris  Rh®i  gr.  xii. 

Potass©  Sulphatid  gss.    Misce  bene. 
Adde,  Tin  crime  Sennce  Siii. 
I  ii  fusion  is  SeniifB  7,  vj. 
Aqin-e  Mentha  Viridis  Jiv. 
Misct.  Fiat  haustus  horl  somni  sumendus. 
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beef,  mutton,  and  a  preponderance  of  animal  food  for  dinner,  to  the  ex- 
clusion-of  made  dishes,  pastry,  undressed  fruits,  and  fermented  liquors. 
I  have  no  wish  altogether  to  prohibit  the  taking  of  wine  ;  two  or  three 
glasses  will  not  in  ordinary  cases  do  mischief;  nevertheless,  1  am  per- 
suaded that  the  functions  of  the  stomach  are  frequently  impaired  by  the 
practice  of  taking  immense  quantities  of  fluid  with  our  meals.  The 
sensation  of  thirst  results  from  a  deficiency  of  secretion  in  the  stomach, 
which  secretion  is  most  plentiful  during  the  process  of  digestion.  But 
by  distending  the  stomach  with  large  quantities  of  fluid,  we  also  dilute 
the  gastric  juice,  in  which  peculiar  secretion,  as  we  believe,  the  principal 
power  of  digesting  the  aliment  rests:  thus  we  either  impose  upon 
the  stomach  the  necessity  of  secreting  the  gastric  juice  in  an  increased 
quantity,  or  we  render  the  process  of  digestion  uncertain  and  incomplete. 

The  effect  of  this  dilution  may  be  familiarly  elucidated  by  chemical 
experiment.  Suppose  we  wished  to  dissolve  any  particular  substance 
by  the  power  of  an  acid  ;  should  we  not  do  so  more  speedily  and  effect- 
ually by  pouring  the  acid  upon  the  substance  in  an  undiluted  state,  than 
if  we  were  to  lessen  its  strength  by  diluting  it  with  large  quantities  of 
fluid  ? 

Two  or  three  hours  after  meals,  when  the  sensation  of  thirst  naturally 
arises,  a  moderate  quantity  of  any  fluid  most  agreeable  may  be  taken. 
In  this  country  it  is  usual  with  most  persons  after  dinner  to  take  tea,  and 
not  unfrequently  an  imprudent  use  of  this  beverage,  simple  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, is  the  cause  of  derangement  of  the  stomach,  either  from  excessive 
indulgence  in  quantity,  or,  which  is  more  common,  from  drinking  it  ex- 
ceedingly hot.  I  consider  it  injurious  to  take  any  fluid  into  the  stomach 
of  a  temperature  which  imparts  a  sensation  of  heat;  for  by  such  means 
we  diminish  the  tone  and  contractile  power  of  the  organ,  and  that  at  a 
time  when  it  is  requisite  to  excite,  rather  than  diminish,  its  muscular 
energy. 

Another  point  of  essential  moment  is,  that  we  thoroughly  masticate 
our  food  ;  otherwise  the  labor  of  the  stomach  will  be  materially  increas- 
ed, in  which  cause  alone  indigestion  may  originate. 

When  the  dinner  has  been  taken  at  an  early  period  of  the  day,  a  light 
supper  is  requisite  ;  but  the  custom  of  taking  late  dinners,  generally  su- 
persedes the  necessity  for  any  subsequent  administration  of  food. 


REMARKABLE  RETENTION  OF  THE  PLACENTA. 

BY  GEO.   R.   GRANT,  OF  JEFFERSON,  JACKSON   CO.  GA. 

Mrs.  D.  of  this  county,  was  delivered  on  the  12th  of  May  last,  in  the 
evening,  of  her  first  child.  Nothing  unusual  occurred  during  the  accouch- 
ment.  The  labor,  for  the  first  one,  was  considered  by  the  midwife,  easy 
and  expeditious.  Immediately  after  the  child,  followed  the  entire  cord, 
which  had  given  way  close  to  the  placenta.  The  cord  breaking  thus 
early,  and  the  placenta  not  coming  away,  after  waiting  several  hours,  the 
midwife  being  alarmed  at  an  occurrence  so  unusual,  advised  that  a  phy- 
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sician  should  be  sent  for  ;  and  the  services  of  Dr.  Wellborn,  who  resides 
in  the  neighborhood,  were  engaged.  The  doctor  made  several  efforts  to 
extract  the  placenta,  which  proving  abortive,  he  had  recourse  to  ergot, 
which  was  administered  regularly  during  the  night,  with  the  effect  of  in- 
ducing severe  and  continuous  uterine  efforts,  but  without  producing  the 
desired  effect.  On  Friday,  the  13th,  Dr.  Wellborn  left  Mrs.  D.  with 
strict  orders  to  the  nurse — the  midwife — to  keep  the  patient's  bowels 
open  with  castor  oil,  and  to  continue  the  ergot  at  stated  intervals.  The 
ergot  was  continued,  as  directed,  until  the  pains  became  so  intolerable, 
and  the  patient  so  restless,  as  to  induce  the  nurse  to  believe  "  that  the 
woman  " — to  use  her  own  expression — would  go  into  fits  ;  and  she  dis- 
continued the  medicine.  Nothing  more  was  done  until  Sunday  evening, 
the  15th,  when  Dr.  W.  was  again  called  in.  Finding  that  the  ergot 
had  not  been  used  according  to  his  direction,  he  again  prescribed  it,  with 
the  same  effect  as  before,  viz.  severe  uterine  pain  without  expulsion. 
Seeing  himself  foiled  in  this,  his  only  seeming  resource,  Dr.  W.  advised 
a  consultation,  and  I  was  sent  for  between  midnight  and  day.  1  arrived 
early  on  Monday  morning,  the  16th,  and  the  fifth  day  of  the  patient's 
suffering,  and  learned  from  the  doctor,  the  foregoing  history,  with  the 
additional  fact,  that  the  patient  had  had  a  slow  but  continual  haemorrhage 
from  the  beginning. 

Mrs.  D.'s  general  appearance  was  truly  alarming;  her  countenance 
was  expressive  of  severe  suffering,  the  ergot  producing  almost  constant 
grinding  pains;  her  pulse  was  frequent,  weak  and  corded,  and  her  abdo- 
men exquisitely  sensitive.  The  tumor  produced  by  the  retained  placen- 
tal mass  could  be  distinctly  felt  through  the  abdominal  parietes ;  the 
slightest  pressure  on  it  could  not  be  borne  without  intense  pain.  To  sat- 
isfy myself  of  the  condition  of  the  os  uteri,  and  to  ascertain  if  extraction 
were  not  still  practicable,  an  examination  was  proposed  and  consented  to, 
not  without  great  reluctance,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  lady  ;  and 
who  could  blame  her?  as  the  parts  had  become  extremely  tender  from 
frequent  examination,  and  the  irritating  quality  of  the  discharge.  My 
left  hand  was  placed  on  the  abdomen,  immediately  over  the  tumor  form- 
ed by  the  placental  mass,  and  the  pressure  gradually  and  gently  increas- 
ed until  it  was  sufficient  to  push  the  tumor  from  the  right  iliac  fossa 
where  it  was  situated,  towards  the  symphysis  pubis.  Having  secured 
it  there,  the  index  finger  of  my  right  hand  was  introduced,  per  vaginam, 
slowly  and  cautiously.  Th<3  complaints  of  the  patient  were  boisterous 
during  this  sta^e  of  the  examination,  and  when  my  finger  reached  the  os 
uteri  her  agony  seemed  very  great.  I  examined  it,  however,  in  the  most 
gentle  manner  possible — found  it  tumefied,  its  lips  thickened,  closely  ap- 
proximated and  rigid.  My  object  was,  if  T  had  found  the  os  dilatable, 
to  have  gently  opened  it  with  the  fingers  of  my  right  hand — to  have 
borne  down  the  retained  mass  with  my  left  from  the  pubis,  where  1  had 
it  confined,  towards  the  vagina,  and  extract  it  if  possible.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  parts  rendering  this  impracticable,  the  examination  was  dis- 
continued. As  putrid  portions  of  the  placenta  were  being  discharged 
continually  with  the  blood,  and  other  fluids  from  the  uterus,  the  smell 
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which  I  encountered  during  the  examination  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
superlatively  fetid. 

I  proposed  to  Dr.  Wellborn,  to  give  the  patient  a  full  dose  of  lauda- 
num to  ease  the  pains  produced,  and  still  kept  up  by  the  ergot  which 
had  been  administered  ;  and  that  a  broad  bandage — which  had  been  neg- 
lected— should  be  applied  to  the  abdomen  ;  gradually  and  gently  tight- 
ened, as  the  patient  could  bear  it,  until  it  afforded  the  necessary  support. 
These  means  had  a  magical  effect  over  the  uterine  contractions,  and  the 
abdominal  tenderness.  Mrs.  D.  expressed  her  feelings  of  comparative 
comfort,  in  strong  terms,  shortly  after  their  application. 

In  the  consultation  we  advised  that  no  more  ergot  be  used,  and  no 
further  efforts  at  extraction  be  permitted,  at  least  for  the  present.  The 
course  of  treatment  advised  was  the  following,  viz. :  That  the  parts  be 
kept  clean  by  injections  of  strong  chamomile  tea,  containing  half  an 
ounce  of  chloride  of  soda  to  the  pint.  These  injections  were  to  be  fre- 
quently repeated,  and  used  moderately  warm.  The  bowels  were  to  be 
kept  open  by  pills  composed  of  equal  parts  of  aloes  and  rhubarb,  with  a 
small  portion  of  tart,  antirn. — one  eighth  of  a  grain  to  the  pill — one  to 
be  taken  three  times  a  day  ;  and  if  that  number  operated  too  freely  on 
the  bowels,  the  dose  to  be  reduced  to  two,  or  even  one,  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours  ;  the  object  being  to  procure  one  or  two  consistent  evacuations 
daily.  The  tinct.  sulphuric,  acid,  aromat.  was  recommended  in  small 
and  frequently  repeated  doses,  to  be  taken  in  sweetened  water  sufficient 
to  make  a  pleasant  acid  drink.  The  diet  to  be  light  and  nutritious. 
The  patient's  head  and  shoulders  were  to  be  kept  elevated  to  assist  the 
escape  of  the  fetid  discharges  ;  and  her  friends  were  requested  to  give 
information  on  the  slightest  recurrence  of  unfavorable  symptoms.  Dr. 
W.  agreeing  to  this  course,  and  the  necessary  instructions  having  been 
given  to  the  lady's  friends,  we  separated. 

Dr.  Wellborn  examined  Mrs.  D.  on  the  seventh  day  after  the  con- 
sultation— as  I  have  been  informed — and  from  the  entire  absence  of  pu- 
trid smell,  and  haemorrhage,  and  other  attendant  circumstances,  pronounc- 
ed her  clear  of  every  particle  of  the  placenta.  This,  however,  proved 
not  to  be  the  case,  for  on  the  fourth  day  after  his  examination,  a  large 
mass,  the  remains  of  the  old  placenta,  was  discharged  :  both  mother  and 
child  are  doing  well. 

Remarks. — The  most  remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  the 
foregoing  case,  is  the  great  length  of  time — thirteen  days — during  which 
the  placenta  was  retained.  That  it  was  detached  from  the  uterus,  im- 
mediately after  the  birth  of  the  child,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe. 
The  midwife  says  she  could  feel  it  before  Dr.  W.  was  sent  for,  but  was 
afraid  to  extract  it.  Dr.  W.  says  he  felt  it,  and  hooked  his  finger  into  it, 
but  could  not  bring  it  away,  because  of  the  crippled  situation  of  his  hand, 
having  lost  most  of  the  fingers  from  the  right  hand  when  a  boy,  by  the 
saws  of  a  cotton  gin.  Might  he  not  have  introduced  his  whole  hand  into 
the  uterus,  and  then  been  able  to  bring  away  with  it,  the  placenta?  "  A 
man  must  have  the  hand  of  a  giant,"  says  Gooch,  "  if  it  will  not  pass 
through  the  space  which  has  just  admitted  the  descent  of  the  child. " 

The  danger  which  we  apprehended  most,  was  the  superinduction  of 
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an  adynamic  state  of  fever  ;  the  consequence  of  the  absorption  of  putrid 
matter.  This  state  of  things  did  not  supervene,  and  we  think  that  to  the 
chloride  of  soda,  in  particular,  must  we  look  as  the  prophylactic.  Nev- 
er was  its  power  in  correcting  putrid  effluvia  more  signal.  To  its  use, 
therefore,  we  are  disposed,  in  a  good  degree,  to  ascribe  the  safe  termina- 
tion of  the  case  of  Mrs.  D. — South.  Med.  Jour. 


CASE    OF  STRANGULATED   INTESTINE,  WITH  SUCCESSFUL 

OPERATION. 

BY  A.  TROWBRIDGE,  M.D.  WATERTOWN,  N.  Y. 

John  Gilbo,  aged  40  years,  of  the  town  of  Lyme,  in  this  county,  while 
laboring  in  a  wheat  field,  in  August,  1835,  was  attacked  with  severe  pain 
in  the  left  epigastric  region.  At  first,  he  supposed  it  proceeded  from  an 
inguinal  hernia.  He  had  been  subject  to  an  affection  of  this  nature  for 
several  years  previous ;  it  had  often  been  down ;  at  one  time  it  had  been 
strangulated  for  three  days,  and  was  reduced  by  taxis. 

On  examining,  at  this  time,  he  could  discover  no  enlargement  or  ap- 
pearance of  its  protrusion.  He  had  severe  pain  at  times  in  this  region, 
resembling  colic. 

After  suffering  for  several  hours,  he  sent  for  a  physician,  Dr.  Carrier, 
who  bled  him,  gave  physic,  and  discovered,  by  passing  the  hand  over 
the  surface,  a  hard  body,  near  the  seat  of  pain,  in  the  region  of  the  in- 
ner ring.  Medicine  was  ejected  from  the  stomach  ;  enemas  were  used, 
and  a  repetition  of  blood-letting.  The  patient  remained  three  days  with- 
out relief,  with  additional  symptoms  of  puking,  hiccoughing,  and  tumid 
abdomen,  with  increased  soreness  over  the  epigastric  region. 

I  was  called  in  consultation  at  this  period,  and  after  obtaining  a  history, 
and  making  a  careful  examination,  concluded  the  difficulty  proceeded 
from  a  strangulated  portion  of  intestine  within  the  old  hernial  sac,  which 
was  principally  within  the  abdomen.  As  the  usual  remedies  had  been 
used  for  inflammation,  &c.  and  the  symptoms  still  threatening  and  alarm- 
ing, I  advised  an  immediate  operation,  to  search  out,  and  remove,  if  pos- 
sible, the  difficulty. 

This  was  assented  to  by  the  patient  and  his  physician.  The  opera- 
tion was  conducted  in  the  following  manner,  the  patient  placed  as  usual 
for  inguinal  hernia. 

I  made  an  incision  over  the  outer  ring,  and  exposed  the  tendon  which 
forms  it.  The  canal  was  much  enlarged  by  the  frequent  descent  of  the 
hernial  sac.  I  introduced  my  fore-finger  up  and  above  the  ring  one 
inch  and  a  half,  and  divided  with  a  bistoury  the  whole  outer  portions.  I 
could  now  discover  the  lower  portion  of  the  sac,  which  rested  under 
and  below  the  tendon  of  the  transversalis,  and  the  border  of  its  fascia. 
I  made  an  outer  division  of  the  integuments  and  cellular  membrane  down 
to  this  point,  which  exposed  a  portion  of  the  sac.  This  was  evidently 
a  part  of  the  hard  body  that  was  perceived  by  passing  the  hand  exter- 
nally over  the  epigastric  region,  and  the  seat  of  pain  and  tenderness. 
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I  passed  a  director  along  the  forepart  of  the  sac,  and  under  the  edge 
of  the  transversalis  and  internal  oblique  muscles,  and  with  the  bistoury 
divided  the  whole  upwards,  sufficiently  for  my  finger  to  pass  to  the 
ahdomen. 

I  now  punctured  the  lower  portion  of  the  sac  with  a  lancet,  which 
discharged  a  wine  glass  of  dark-colored  fluid.  This  incision  was  extend- 
ed an  inch,  when  a  portion  of  intestine  was  discovered,  within  the  sac, 
of  a  healthy  and  natural  appearance.  A  careful  division  was  now  made 
of  the  sac  about  two  inches  towards  its  upper  portion.  Its  cavity  was 
nearlv  filled  with  intestine,  which  adhered  firmly  to  its  inner  surface. 
Fortunately  the  patient,  at  this  juncture,  by  puking,  brought  forward,  and 
to  view,  the  whole  interior  of  the  sac,  which  before  was  principally 
within  the  abdomen.  A  new  or  recent  portion  of  the  ileum  was  dis- 
covered, strangulated  and  resting  in  the  narrow  aperture  of  the  sac,  of 
a  dark  plumb  color,  which  was  full  evidence  of  the  main  difficulty  after 
which  we  were  searching. 

Not  being  able  readily  to  disengage  it  or  push  it  back,  I  divided  the 
neck  of  the  sac  entirely  with  the  bistoury,  carefully  avoiding  the  intes- 
tines included. 

A  free  opening  was  now  made,  and  the  whole  difficulty  exposed.  An 
old  hernial  sac  had  existed  for  years,  into  which  a  portion  of  intestine 
had  passed,  remained,  and  adhered  around  its  sides.  When  this  pro- 
truded through  the  outer  ring,  strangulation  of  this  portion  took  place,  but 
when  replaced,  healthy  action  followed. 

At  the  time  of  this  attack  of  pain,  a  small  portion  of  the  ileum  had 
slipped  in  with  the  other  portion  of  intestine,  and  became  immediately 
strangulated  ;  this  was  entirely  liberated  by  the  operation. 

Before  dressing  and  closing  the  wound,  I  attempted  to  separate  the 
intestine  from  the  sides  of  the  sac,  but  the  adhesion  being  firm  and  thick,! 
desisted,  and  turned  the  whole  up  within  the  abdomen,  put  the  muscles 
and  pans  divided  together  with  ligatures  and  adhesive  straps,  and  con- 
fined the  whole  with  the  T  bandage. 

The  puking  and  hiccough  soon  subsided  ;  emollient  injections  soon 
moved  the  bowels,  and  the  patient  entirely  recovered  in  four  weeks. — 
U.  S.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  BENARES  NATIVE  HOSPITAL. 

It  was  founded  in  1811  by  private  subscription  of  Europeans  and  Na- 
tives, under  the  late  James  Robinson,  and  has  been  so  maintained,  with 
the  addition  of  the  interest  on  its  accumulated  funds,  ever  since.  The 
Government  (sanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Directors)  subscribe  Sa.  Rs. 
150  per  month.  There  is  also  100  rupees  per  month  directed  by  Gov- 
ernment to  be  resumed  from  a  jagheer  granted  in  Mr.  Duncan's  time,  to 
certain  hukeems  who  afforded  gratuitous  aid  to  the  sick  ;  but  whose  de- 
scendants refused  to  continue  the  practice,  and  a  portion  of  their  proper- 
ty was,  after  due  investigation  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  ordered 
to  be  applied  to  the  Native  Hospital's  use.    These  two  sums,  and  the 
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interest  on  our  Government  Securities,  are  our  permanent  resources. 
Subscriptions  and  donations  are  of  course  casual  and  liable  to  variation. 
The  Government  are  also  liberal  in  their  supply  of  medicines  and 
instruments. 

The  general  management  of  the  hospital  is  under  a  committee,  and 
the  details,  of  course,  under  the  surgeon.  A  number  of  rules  relative 
to  the  admission  of  patients,  by  tickets,  balloting  for  committee,  he.  have 
gradually  fallen  into  disuse;  indeed  they  would  only  embarrass  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Charity,  which  is  open  under  regulation  12,  to  all  who  ap- 
ply. The  regulation  runs  as  follows.  "  That  all  descriptions  of  Natives 
unable  to  provide  European  medical  aid  for  themselves ;  or,  persons 
meeting  with  accidents  requiring  surgical  aid,  be  considered  objects  for 
the  benefits  of  the  Hospital."  Regulation  14 — "That  the  managers  do 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  Hospital  to  persons  requiring  medical  and 
surgical  aid  in  such  manner  as  they  may  hereafter  judge  proper,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution."  Under  this  regulation, 
in  1831,  the  Dispensary  at  Secrole  was  added,  and  is  found  to  be  a 
valuable  auxiliary.  It  is  maintained  at  the  bungalow  in  Mr.  Buruard's 
compound,  at  which  numerous  skilful  surgical  operations  have  been  per- 
formed. Though  only  intended  for  out-patients,  this  hospital  is  made  to 
accommodate  such  cases  as  require  more  superintendence  than  Mr.  Bur- 
nard  could  give  at  the  hospital  in  the  city.  A  general  annual  return  of 
the  patients,  the  expenditure  and  income,  is  submitted  to  the  committee, 
and  afterwards  to  Government,  and  a  quarterly  register  of  in-patients 
and  a  numerical  return  of  out,  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Board: — this  is  only 
a  recent  improvement. 

The  establishment  found  sufficient  is  as  follows: 
Surgeon,  150    Writer,  16 

Head  Native  Dr.,  20  '  247 

2d  N  Dr.  and  compounder,      22  ^  -gg 

Leechman,  4    t-v.  1  ^K 


Dresser,  4 

Bhistie,  4 

Cook,  4 

Mithur,  4 

Peon,  4 

N.  Dr.  for  Secrole  Dispensary,  15 


Diet  allowances,  75 
Bazar  Medicines,  #  25 

'  ~155 
247 


Total  402 


These  two  last  items  are  of  course  liable  to  variation,  and  there  is  some 
extra  charge  occasionally  for  charpees,  bedding,  &c.  but  the  whole  is 
nearly  covered  by  the  above  sum,  or  say  on  the  average  of  5000  rupees 
per  year. 

The  number  of  patients  has  for  some  years  past  averaged  about  8000. 

There  is  a  Blind  Asylum  on  a  different  establishment  from  the  hos- 
pital, being  founded  and  supported  by  one  individual  ;  Government  al- 
lowing 90  rupees  per  mensem  for  servants,  a  building  and  medicines. 
Mr.  Buruard's  attendance  on  this  is  gratuitous.  It  is  properly  intended 
only  for  incurables,  but  being  conveniently  situated,  co-operates  admira- 
bly with  the  Native  Hospital.  Its  inmates  amount  to  90.— India  Med. 
and  Surg.  Jour. 
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EPIDEMIC  OPHTHALMIA  IN  PALERMO. 

Instead  of  critically  searching  for  faults,  we  have  simply  perused,  and 
with  much  interest,  a  pamphlet  written  hy  Dr.  Placido  Portal,  of  Paler- 
mo, entitled  "  A  brief  report  of  the  ophthalmia  which  prevailed  among 
the  Neapolitan  troops  in  Palermo,  from  1824  to  1826." 

The  Doctor,  in  our  opinion,  deserves  great  thanks  from  the  medical 
public  for  the  clear  and  able  manner  in  which  he  has  written  this  report. 
In  it  he  gives  a  brief  account  of  the  condition  of  the  patients  before  and 
after  they  were  placed  under  his  charge;  notices  the  effects  of  different 
modes  of  treatment  upon  the  formidable  disorder  in  question  ;  and  con- 
cludes by  giving  us  the  results  of  his  own  observation  upon  the  large 
number  of  cases  which  were  placed  under  his  care.  At  the  close  of  the 
report,  he  glances  at  the  most  common  complications  of  the  ophthalmia, 
and  also  at  the  modified  treatment  which  they  require.  Although  the 
therapeutical  system  of  treatment  suggested  by  him  does  not  differ  ma- 
terially from  that  in  use  in  this  country,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  we  con- 
ceive, as  serving  to  strengthen  and  confirm  us  in  the  latter. 

The  ophthalmia  of  which  the  Doctor  gives  us  the  history,  raged  with 
very  great  severity  among  the  Neapolitan  troops,  and  appears  to  have 
been  identic  al  with  the  Egyptian  ophthalmia,  some  remarks  upon  which 
he  has  prefixed  to  the  report.  He  dates  its  first  appearance  about  the 
year  1821,  when  the  Neapolitan  army  had  been  disbanded,  and  some 
new  regiments  formed.  Many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  old  army  were 
men  of  broken-down  constitutions  ;  and  some  were  already  afflicted  with 
the  Egyptian  ophthalmia,  which  seven  years  before  had  made  great 
havoc  among  the  troops  quartered  in  Naples. 

The  season  of  1824  had  been  particularly  moist  and  unhealthy.  Add- 
ed to  this,  the  army  were  ordered  to  embark  on  shipboard,  and  were 
destined  to  be  still  more  weakened  by  adverse  winds  and  storms.  So 
that  when  they  arrived  at  Palermo,  more  than  50  were  placed  under  the 
surgeon's  hands  with  this  disorder.  From  some  culpable  neglect,  no 
precautions  were  taken  to  separate  the  affected  from  the  unaffected  ;  and 
the  consequence  was,  that  27  had  lost  the  sight  of  one  or  both  eyes;  and 
many  more,  in  consequence  of  impaired  vision,  were  dismissed  the 
service.  In  this  lamentable  state  of  affairs,  Prof.  Quadri  was  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  hospital,  an  oculist  of  great  worth  and  celebrity, 
February  10th,  1825.  He  immediately  separated  the  affected  from  the 
others,  pronounced  the  disease  to  be  identical  with  the  Egyptian  ophthal- 
mia, and  opened  other  hospitals  for  the  accommodation  of  the  patients, 
taking  care  to  class  them  according  to  the  different  stages  of  the 
disease. 

The  treatment  of  this  distinguished  physician  consisted  principally  of 
purges,  local  and  general  bleeding,  opiates,  and  collyria  composed  of 
camomile  flowers,  elders  and  wine,  or  the  liq.  plumb,  acet.  in  the  first 
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stages.  Shortly  after  the  management  of  affairs  was  entrusted  to  Portal, 
the  substance  of  whose  remarks  we.  shall  endeavor  to  condense. 

It  manifested,  at  its  commencement,  all  the  characters  of  Egyptian 
ophthalmia.  Sometimes  it  was  accompanied  by  a  remarkable  swelling 
of  the  eyelids,  forehead  and  cheeks;  with  an  abundant  purifor in  discharge; 
acute  pain  in  the  eyes  and  head,  fever,  intense  thirst,  and  sometimes  de- 
lirium. The  precursory  symptoms  were,  slight  redness  of  the  eyes  and 
conjunctiva  ;  some  pain,  at  times  severe  ;  more  or  less  inconvenience  in 
motion  ;  slight  flow  of  tears,  causing  the  patient  constantly  to  rub  his 
eyes  ;  increase  of  the  above  symptoms — attended  with  a  purulent  secre- 
tion from  the  Meibomian  glands  and  intolerance  of  light. 

Second  period. — The  greater  part  of  the  patients  had  now  an  incon- 
venient sense  of  weight  over  supercilia  and  within  upper  palpebra  ;  and, 
on  awaking,  aversion  to  light,  which,  however,  disappeared  in  two  or 
three  quarters  of  an  hour.  Some  felt  a  dry,  but  not  severe  itching  in 
eyes.  Collections  of  pus,  tears,  and  sebaceous  matter  formed  in  con- 
junctiva of  the  lower  palpebra,  causing  a  constant  discharge  like  that  of 
blenorrhcea.  The  margin  of  the  upper  eyelid  became  enlarged,  and  fell 
down  upon  the  lower,  covering  and  attaching  itself  to  it. 

Third  period. — The  eyes  were  now  of  a  lively  red — the  pain  much  in- 
creased— frequently  it  seemed  to  the  patients  that  they  had  grains  of  sand 
in  their  eyes,  in  consequence  of  which  they  ran  constantly  to  wash  them 
— many  vessels  were  observed  dilated,  and  small  pustules  upon  the  con- 
junctiva and  cornea,  which  degenerated  into  ulcers.  The  pain  was  much 
increased  by  motion  of  the  eyelids,  in  consequence  of  which  they  kept 
their  eyes  mostly  closed.  Now  and  then  there  was  heat  of  the  skin,  ac- 
celeration of  the  pulse,  chills  and  headache.  These  continued  increas- 
ing in  severity. 

The  disease  not  unfrequently  passed  from  the  2d  to  the  3d  and  4th  pe- 
riods with  great  rapidity,  and  attacked  the  patient  like  a  flash  of  light- 
ning. The  lachrymal  secretion  acted  like  a  caustic.  It  has  happened  to 
me  five  times,  says  Portal,  to  see  the  nose  and  cheeks  so  swelled  that 
the  patients  were  obliged  to  hold  their  mouths  open  in  order  to  breathe. 
It  was  necessary  at  night  always  to  anoint  the  eyelids,  or  in  the  morning 
they  would  be  tightly  glued  together. 

Fourth  period. — Chemosis  most  frequently  ensued  at  this  period,  and 
ulcers  formed  in  different  points,  which  shortly  terminated  in  the  disor- 
ganization of  the  eye.  The  pulse  became  quick  and  hard — obstinate 
watching  succeeded,  accompanied  sometimes  with  delirium  ;  extreme 
pain  in  the  eyes  and  head,  increased  at  night,  particularly  when  the  dis- 
ease was  complicated  with  syphilis. 

Fifth  period. — The  albuginea  and  eyelids  continued  swelled;  lachrymal 
discharge  copious,  preventing  patient  from  observing  external  objects. 
To  this  succeeded  the  usual  sequelae  of  severe  acute  ophthalmia  ;  e.  g. 
Jachrymal  fistulae,  leucoma — staphyloma — pterygium — myosis,  etc.  This 
ophthalmia  was  frequently  complicated  with  disorder  of  the  digestive 
organs. 

Causes. — Among  the  causes  which  Portal  mentions,  are  "  cold  or  hot 
winds  ;  clouds  of  fine  dust  ;  exposure  to  a  direct  light,  or  reflected 
from  a  white  surface;  currents  of  moist  or  cold  air  ;  application  of  acid, 
alkaline  or  caustic  substances  to  the  eyes;  exposure  to  smoke,  irritating 
vapors,*or  too  glowing  fires;  the  pressure  of  too  tight  cravats;  sleeping 
in  houses  badly  protected  from  the  air  ;  night  patrols,  etc.  ;"  as  also  the 
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suppression  of  the  pulmonary  or  cutaneous  transpiration.  The  ophthal- 
mia in  many  was  the  effect  of  a  scrofulous,  herpetic,  scorbutic  or  venereal 
diathesis,  which  it  was  necessary  particularly  to  consider  in  the  curative 
process. 

Cure. — "  I  first  caused  the  patients  to  be  removed  from  the  light,"  says 
Portal;  "  covered  their  eyes  with  blinds  of  green  or  black  taffeta,  and  di- 
rected them  to  be  shut  up  in  dark  chambers,  calming  the  local  irritation 
with  topical  applications.  In  all  the  cases  I  have  derived  great  benefit 
from  simple  pediluvia  of  warm  water,  or  water  combined  with  vinegar, 
mustard  or  potass."    (p.  25.) 

Treatment  on  entrance. — As  soon  as  the  soldiers  were  admitted  to  the 
hospital,  they  were  made  to  wash  their  hands  and  feet  in  warm  vinegar 
and  water,  to  cleanse  their  eyes  from  all  morbific  matter  which  might  ex- 
ist there,  and  to  bathe  them  frequently  in  milk  and  water.  Their  diet 
was  strictly  regulated.  Advantage  was  frequently  obtained  from  leeches 
applied  to  the  external  and  internal  angles  of  the  eyes,  temples,  &.c. 
When  the  ophthalmia  was  acute,  and  the  sufferings  severe,  recourse  was 
had  to  general  bleeding,  in  connection  with  leeches.  If  these  failed  in 
relieving  the  pain,  opium  was  given  in  grain  doses  every  three  hours,  and 
always  with  success.  When  the  ophthalmia  was  of  a  syphilitic  or  scrofu- 
lous character,  bleeding  was  not  resorted  to,  even  if  the  eyes  were  in- 
flamed and  painful  ;  but  instead,  blisters  to  the  neck,  legs,  and  arms,  and 
with  good  effect.  He  recommends,  as  a  collyrium,  an  aqueous  solution 
of  the  extract  of  the  Atropa  Belladonna  ;  and  in  case  of  failure  of  this, 
solutions  of  zinc,  or  sulph.  cupri  combined  with  laudanum. 

The  usual  precautions  to  ensure  cleanliness  of  person  were  adopted 
and  pursued  with  vigor.  In  many  cases  the  ophthalmia  could  be  ascribed 
to  some  obstruction  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  yielded  immediately  to 
purgatives,  of  which  he  gives  the  preference  to  epsom  salts  and  pot."  hi- 
tart,  (cream  of  tartar).  Where  the  ophthalmia  was  complicated  with  a 
rheumatic  tendency,  he  advises  ant.  tart,  combined  with  pot.  bi-tart.  in 
nauseating  doses.  He  also  derived  much  benefit  from  the  alterative 
property  of  mercury  given  in  small  and  repeated  doses.  The  periodic 
attacks  of  rheumatic  ophthalmia,  which  resisted  partial  and  general  bleed- 
ing, yielded  immediately  to  cinchona.  In  syphilitic,  and  sometimes  in 
simple  ophthalmia,  where  the  pain  was  extreme  and  the  cutaneous  trans- 
piration suppressed,  great  advantage  was  derived  from  the  warm  bath. 


GOING  ABROAD  FOR  HKALTH. 

This  is  the  season  when  valetudinarians,  of  all  descriptions,  begin  to- 
make  arrangements  for  voyaging  to  tropical  countries  in  the  expectation 
of  recruiting  themselves  from  the  attacks  of  disease — or  to  overcome 
the  threatenings  of  those  pulmonary  affections  which  are  so  fearful  in  their 
tendency  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  observations 
of  medical  men,  and  they  are  certainly  entitled  to  respect,  show  very 
conclusively  that  no  permanent  advantage  generally  arises  from  these 
expeditions.  An  individual,  who  might  have  lived  comparatively  comfort- 
able in  the  bosom  of  his  own  family,  and  have  been  made  cheerful  and 
measurably  happy  by  the  fireside  of  home,  surrounded  by  those  social 
and  endearing  influences  which  the  infirm  and  sick  should  never  be  de- 
prived of,  when  it  is  possible  to  command  them,  on  reaching  a  land  of 
strangers  feels  most  keenly  the  want  of  those  comforts  which  he  enjoy- 
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ed  in  his  native  land.     Though  the  atmosphere  may  be  bland,  and  the 

sun  shed  a  genial  warmth  through  his  emaciated  limbs,  and  orange  flow- 
s' SI  '  o 

ers  greet  him  by  the  highways,  at  the  very  time  when  Boreas  is  coursing 
over  the  rugged  hills  of  New  England  and  sweeping  like  a  death  blight 
through  its  vailies,  still  the  consumptive  is  not  essentially  bettered  by  the 
change  of  locality.  The  destroying  canker  worm  in  the  lungs  may  be 
diverted,  for  awhile,  by  these  physical  agencies,  from  the  immediate  de- 
struction of  the  delicate  structure  on  which  it  feeds  ;  but  the  day  of  suf- 
fering eventually  returns,  and  the.  lungs,  unable  to  resist  the  disorganiza- 
tion of  their  substance,  finally  yield  to  the  strength  of  a  disease  which 
no  climate  can  effectually  remove.  Under  the  delusive  expectation  of 
being  restored  to  health,  when  they  are  experiencing,  in  fact,  but  a  tem- 
porary suspension  of  the  activity  of  the  malady,  patients  return  to  the  va- 
riable climate  of  the  northern  States,  to  be  made  the  more  miserable;  for 
the  condition  of  the  body  has  been  so  altered,  that  if  offers  less  effectual 
resistance  to  atmospherical  variations  of  temperature  than  before — and  a 
speedier  dissolution  follows,  under  such  circumstances,  than  when  the 
patient  braves  the  alternate  heats  and  colds  of  the  north,  favored  by  the 
conveniences  and  ineffable  blessings  of  the  domestic  circle  ot  his  friends. 


Arrow  Wood. — A  friend  sends  us  the  following  note,  which  has  refer- 
ence to  Dr.  Fullerton's  communication,  vol.  14,  page  395.  It  has  been 
accidentally  mislaid  for  several  weeks.    He  says — 

It  comes  under  5,  Artificial  Class.    3,  Artificial  Order. 

43,  Natural  Order  of  Linneus.  53,  Natural  Order  of  Jussieu. — Vi- 
burnum. 

Viburnum  dentatum  (Willdenow).  Arrow-wood.  Woody — smoothish 
— leaves  roundish  and  ovate,  acute,  tooth  serrate,  furrow  plaited,  glabrous 
both  sides — cyme  peduncled,  fruit  sub-globular,  berries  blue,  grows  from 
4  to  6  feet  in  height.  J.  C.  A. 


To  the  Editors  of  Exchange  Journals. — Notwithstanding  our  best  en- 
deavors to  forward,  immediately  after  publication,  this  Journal  to  all  with 
whom  we  exchange,  it  so  happens  that  numbers  are  occasionally  lost,  but 
in  what  manner  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  divine.  In  all  cases  of  failure, 
we  need  only  to  be  reminded  of  it,  to  ensure  another  package  of  the 
date  referred  to,  if  any  are  remaining  in  the  office.  We  are  continually 
suffering  disappointments,  also,  from  the  extreme  irregularity  with  which 
exchange  Journals  are  received.  Those  by  mail  are  generally  a  long 
time  on  the  journey,  with  a  very  few  exceptions  ;  but  those  which  reach 
us  through  booksellers  and  their  agents,  actually  become  old,  and  fre- 
quently look  the  worse  for  wear,  on  arriving  at  their  place  of  destination. 
These  observations  will  apply  particularly  to  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,  which  we  know  not  how  to  dispense  with  in  this  way. 
No.  35,  due  all  of  three  months  ago,  carne  to  hand  the  1st  of  September; 
and  the  August  number  followed,  Sept.  15th.  This  is  our  apology  to  Dr. 
Hayes,  of  Philadelphia,  for  not  sooner  having  attended  to  the  request  of 
his  private  note.  The  New  York  and  Cincinnati  Journals  are  also  tardy, 
particularly  the  former.  Whether  subscribers  in  this  portion  of  the 
country  are  more  successful  in  obtaining  their  distant  Journals,  we  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining;  but  for  ourselves,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
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ing  it  is  a  serious  grievance.  As  a  special  favor,  we  beg  that  editors  will 
bear  this  circumstance  in  mind,  and  so  arrange  tilings,  that  we  may  sooner 
be  in  possession  of  their  periodicals.  With  regard  to  foreign  Journals, 
we  cannot  expect  the  same  regularity  with  which  those  on  land  can  be  de- 
spatched; still,  as  a  general  rule,  they  rarely  fail  altogether,  by  no  means 
an  mifrequent  occurrence  in  the  United  States.  An  eye  to  this  matter, 
in  future,  will  much  oblige,  and  meet  with  u  corresponding  alacrity  in 
regard  to  our  o\yn. 

Medical  Degrees. — At  the  late  commencement  of  Williams  College, 
the  following  gentlemen  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  received 
the  degree  of  M.D.  Thomas  Browning,  Adams  ;  Oliver  Everett,  Cum- 
mington  ;  James  H.  A.  Graham,  Catskill,  JY.  Y.  ;  Horatio  F.  Page, 
Cliarlemont ;  Milo  Wilson,  JYortli  Adams  ;  Cyrus  Saunders,  Cortland, 
N.  Y.  ;  John  D.  Brooks  ;  Jeremiah  C.  Stevens,  Pittsfteld. 

An  honorary  M.D.  was  bestowed  on  Dr.  Daniel  S.  Butler,  Robert  C. 
Tracy,  Alexander  Bridges,  and  James  Porter. 

Medical  Miscellany. — There  are  seven  Institutions  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  in  the  United  States,  fifteen  in  France,  one  in  Spain,  one  in  Portu- 
gal, four  in  Italy,  two  in  Denmark,  one  in  Sweeden,  one  in  Russia,  and 
eight  in  England. — Dr.  Lewis's  demonstrations  in  anatomy  have  been  an- 
nounced.— The  lectures  commence  at  the  Medical  College  of  South 
Carolina,  on  the  2d  Monday  of  November. —  Dr.  Gerhard,  of  Philadel- 
phia, is  giving  an  excellent  course  of  instruction  in  clinical  medicine. — 
It  is  related  that  in  several  cases  of  disastrous  avalanches  of  snow  in 
Switzerland,  houses  have  been  seen  to  fall  some  seconds  before  the  snow 
reached  them  ;  and  in  one  case,  an  individual,  who  was  seen  standing  be- 
neath a  descending  mass,  was  observed  to  be  lilted  up  a  few  moments  be- 
fore it  reached  him,  and  whirled  in  the  air.  —  Dr.  James  Webster,  of  New 
York,  has  been  appointed  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  Ge- 
neva College.  Prof.  Hale,  late  of  Dartmouth  College,  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  same  Institution. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  September  24,  39.    Males,  15— females,  24 

Drowned,  1 — teething,  5 — typhous  fever,  2 — cholera  morbus,  2 — lock  jaw,  1 — accidental,  2 — ulcers, 
1 — infantile,  7 — unknown,  1 — bowel  complaint,  5 — hooping  cough,  1 — diarrhoea,  1— canker  in  the 
bowels,  2— cholera  infantum,  1— inflammation  of  bowels,  1— brain  fever,  1— dysentery,  1— consump- 
tion, 2— lung  fever,  1— dropsy,  1— stillborn,  3. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 
The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospita',  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  -      -      "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  UR.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 

JUST  published,  the  PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS  IN  PHRENOLOGY,  Part  III.  One  Dollar  only, 
sent  in  a  letter,  post  paid,  will  buy  its  value  in  Physiological  Tracts. 

2— Sept.  21.  ELISHA  NORTH,  M.D.  of  New  London,  Ct, 
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HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  at  tlie  Massachusetts  Medical  College  in 
Mason  Street,  Boston,  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  next,  at  1-4  before  9  A.  M.  and  will  "con- 
tinue three  months.  For  one  month  alter  the  end  of  the  course  Lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  Dissecting  Room  will  be  open  to  such  Students  as  may  remain,  without  additional  lee. 
Such  Students  may  also  attend  the  Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Anatomy  and  Operations  in  Surgery,       -         -       -         -  Dr.  Warren. 

Chemistry,       -      --      --      -  -  Dr.  Webster. 

Materia  Medica,  •  -  -         -         -         -         -  Dr.  Bigelow.* 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,       -  Dr.  Channing. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  -  Dr.  Havward. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  -  "5  Ware« 

Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  usual  on  the  cases  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
New  Dissecting-  Room,. — Anew  Dissecting  Room  is  now  building,  and  will  be  finished  before  the 
Lectures  begin.  It  will  occupy  all  the  vacant  land  at  the  East  of  the  Medical  College.  Every  care 
is  taking  to  make  this  important  part  of  the  Medical  School  as  perfect  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  fur- 
nish to  the  Student  ample  facilities  for  prosecuting  his  Anatomical  studies.  The  legal  enactments  of 
the  State,  so  liberally  and  so  wisely  framed,  will  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  applied  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  important  objects.  WALTER  CHANNING,  Dean. 
Jul\  ,  183(3.  eoptN 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction,  in  Yale  College,  begins  on  Thursday-,  Nov.  3d,  1836,  and  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.  There  are  at  least  five  lectures  daily  through  Hie  term,  and  a  part  of  the 
time  six.    The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Thomas  Ff  u  is  bard  ,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Eli  Ives,  M  D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  William  Tully,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

The  several  courses  in  all  the  departments  are  full  and  complete,  and  the  means  of  illustration 
ample. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7,brl  ;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $12,50  each",  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6 — amounting  to 
$76 — the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fife  is  $15. 

All  the  necessary  expenses  of  living  in  New  Haven  during  the  winter  are  from  $2  to  $4  a  week, 
according  to  the  accommodations  requiied.  6t 

Yale  College,  Sept.  I,  1836. 


REMOVAL. 

CHARLES  WHITE  respectfully  informs  the  Physicians,  his  friends,  and  the  public,  that  he  has  re- 
moved to  No.  23J  Washington  St.  four  doors  south  of  Summer  St.  and  nearly  opposite  his  old  stand. 

C.  W.  returns  his  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Physicians,  and  his  friends,  for  their  past 
favors,  and  hopes,  by  strict  personal  at  tention,  as  heretofore,  to  Physicians'  prescriptions,  and  to  the 
compounding  and  delivery  of  Family  Medicines,  to  have  a  continuance. 

Boston,  Aug.  24.  b't 


CINCINNATI  COLLEGE— MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Second  Session.    The  first  introductory  lecture  will  be  delivered  on  the  last  Monday  of  October. 
The  didactic  lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November,  and  continue  until  the  end 
of  February,  by  the  following  professors: 
Joseth  N.  McDowell,  M.D.  on  Special  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.D.  on  Gcneialund  Pathological  Anat.  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
W illard  Parker,  M.D.  on  Surgery. 

Landox  C.  Rives,  M.D.  on  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  peculiar  to  Women  and  Children. 

James  B.  Kogers,  M.D  on  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy;  assisted  by 

John  L.  Riddell,  M.D.  adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  lecturer  on  Botany. 

John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.  on  Materia  Medica. 

Daniel  Drake,  M.D.  on  Theory  ;md  Practice  of  Medicine. 

The  Faculty  congratulate  themselves  and  the  students  of  the  West,  on  the  trustees' having  appoint- 
ed to  the  chair  of  Surgery,  a  gentleman  who  has  already  dist  inguished  himself  as  a  public  teacher  in 
three  different  schools  of  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York.  He  has  accepted  the  appointment, 
and  will  be  in  Cincinnati  before  the  opening  of  the  session. 

The  spacious  and  convenient  College  Edifice,  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  with  its  new  wing,  em- 
bracing an  apparatus  room,  an  apartment  for  the  anatomical  cabinet,  and  a  capacious  dissecting-room, 
will  I):-  finished  and  in  perfect  order  before  the  lectures  commence. 

Students  who  intend  to  graduate  must  matriculate  by  the  ;2)th  of  November.  The  price  of  the 
whole  is  one  hundred  and  five  dollars  j  the  dissecting  ticket,  ten  ;  Matriculation,  two;  and  graduation 
fees,  twenty-one. 

By  order  of  the  Faculty: 

DANIEL  DRAKE,  M.D.  Dean. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May,  183S. 
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ON  THE  USE  AND  ABUSE  OF  COLD  APPLICATIONS. 

BY   ROBERT  J.  GRAVES,  M.D. 

In  affections  of  the  head  occurring  in  acute  diseases,  and  attended  with 
raving  and  loss  of  rest,  it  is  a  very  usual  practice  to  direct  the  applica- 
tion of  cold  lotions  to  the  shaved  scalp. 

Permit  me  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  this  important  subject.  I 
wish  I  could  make  myself  well  understood  on  this  point,  for  I  have  sel- 
dom met  with  any  person  who  seemed  to  bear  in  mind  the  true  principle 
upon  which  cold  is  applied  as  a  means  of  repressing  local  heat.  In 
cases  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  head  occurring  in  fever,  the  com- 
mon practice  is  to  have  the  head  shaved  and  cold  lotions  applied.  En- 
ter the  room  of  a  patient  who  is  using  cold  applications,  and  you  will 
observe  the  process  conducted  with  great  apparent  nicety ;  the  head  is 
accurately  shaved  and  carefully  covered  with  folds  of  linen  wet  with  a 
lotion  to  which  spirit  of  rosemary  or  some  odoriferous  tincture  has  com- 
municated an  agreeable  and  refreshing  smell ;  but  when  you  come  to  ex- 
amine the  patient,  you  find  his  head  smoking  and  the  heat  of  his  scalp 
increased.  The  nurse  applies  the  lotion  once  every  half  hour,  or  per- 
haps not  so  often  ;  indeed,  she  seldom  repeats  the  application  until  her 
notice  is  attracted  by  the  steam  rising  from  the  patient's  head,  or  until 
she  herself,  awaking  from  a  comfortable  sleep,  and  going  over  to  exam- 
ine the  state  of  the  patient's  head,  finds  the  folds  of  linen  which  cover  it 
as  hot  and  dry  as  if  they  had  been  hung  before  a  fire.  Whether  ap- 
plied to  reduce  local  inflammation  in  any  part  of  the  body,  or  to  cool 
the  scalp  in  determination  to  the  head,  cold  lotions  as  ordinarily  employ- 
ed do  infinitely  more  harm  than  good.  The  cold  is  applied  at  distant 
intervals,  its  effect  soon  ceases,  and  reaction  constantly  takes  place,  leav- 
ing the  part  as  hot  or  even  hotter  than  it  was-before. 

If  you  put  your  hand  into  snow  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  take  it 
out,  it  quickly  resumes  its  natural  heat;  and  if  you  repeat  this  at  con- 
siderable intervals,  so  as  to  give  time  for  reaction  to  occur,  the  vessels 
assume  a  more  energetic  action,  and  it  becomes  hot  and  burning.  If 
you  continue  to  keep  it  in  the  snow  for  a  long  time,  its  heat  becomes 
completely  exhausted,  reaction  does  not  take  place  until  after  a  consid- 
erable period,  and  very  slowly,  and  the  hand  remains  at  a  very  low 
temperature  for  a  good  while.  Bear  this  in  mind,  for  it  will  direct  you 
in  the  application  of  cold  to  reduce  local  heat.  If  cold  applications  be 
used  at  such  intervals  as  to  allow  the  scalp  to  react  and  resume  its  heat, 
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rely  upon  it,  it  is  much  better  to  forbid  them  altogether.  Where  you 
wish  to  apply  cold  with  effect,  let  it  be  done  by  relays  of  folded  linen, 
wet  with  any  frigorific  mixture,  and  repeatedly  applied  to  the  scalp  so  as 
to  leave  no  smoking,  or,  what  is  much  better,  get  three  or  four  bladders, 
put  into  each  a  quantity  of  pounded  ice,  and  apply  one  over  the  crown 
of  the  head,  one  on  each  side,  and  lay  one  on  the  pillow  for  the  back  of 
the  head  to  rest  on. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between  a  thing  being  done  and  its  being 
well  done ;  so  it  is  with  regard  to  cold  lotions  ;  so  difficult  is  it  to  ensure 
their  proper  application,  that  I  have  entirely  given  them  up  in  hospital 
practice,  and  rarely  order  them  in  private.  1  have  been  induced  to 
abandon  them  in  consequence  of  witnessing  so  many  instances  in  which 
my  directions  were  neglected,  and  consequently  the  cerebral  congestion 
was  augmented  by  their  mal-application.  Another  serious  inconve- 
nience frequently  arises  from  their  use  when  applied  in  a  slovenly  man- 
ner, which  is  the  danger  of  cold  arising  from  the  pillow  and  bed-clothes 
being  wetted. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  head  is  the  only  one  of  the  three  cavities 
with  respect  to  which  long-established  custom  has  laid  down  the  maxim, 
that  when  its  contents  are  inflamed  we  may  cool  the  surface  over  it? 
while,  in  inflammatory  affections  of  the  thoracic  or  abdominal  viscera, 
this  practice  is  avoided  as  dangerous  and  inapplicable.  Latterly,  how- 
ever, some  medical  men  have  been  inclined  to  question  the  grounds  on 
which  cold  applications  have  been  rejected  in  the  two  latter  cases,  and 
some  have  even  declared  that  they  have  used  ice  poultices  in  inflam- 
mations of  the  chest  and  belly  with  great  success  and  perfect  safety.  I 
am  not  as  yet  prepared  to  adopt  this  practice,  although  I  must  confess 
that  a  review  of  the  subject  might  incline  me  to  give  up  my  prejudiceson 
this  point.  It  is  certainly  but  reasonable  to  think  that  what  is  true  of  the 
one  may  be  also  true  of  the  other,  and  that  the  application  of  cold 
to  the  head  and  heat  to  the  chest  and  belly  has  nothing  in  its  favor  be- 
yond mere  custom.  It  should  be  recollected,  however,  that  the  head 
and  face  are  more  accustomed  to  cold  than  the  chest  and  belly,  and 
hence  are  less  liable  to  any  mischief  likely  to  arise  from  its  application 
in  an  intense  degree.  Still  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  much 
prejudice  connected  with  the  practice  of  applying  cold  to  the  head  ;  and 
I  have  very  little  doubt  that  if  the  matter  was  properly  investigated, 
and  a  number  of  experiments  made,  it  would  lead  to  the  abandonment 
of  cold  applications  in  most  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  brain.  In  fe- 
vers, I  can  say  positively  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  they  are  positive- 
ly injurious,  as  usually  applied;  sponging  the  bare  scalp  with  tepid  or 
warm  vinegar  and  water,  or  even  frequently  repeated  steeping  of  the 
head  and  temples,  will  often  succeed  much  better  in  abating  the  head- 
ache and  restlessness  of  fever  than  any  cold  applications  whatsoever. 
In  1832,  a  violent  influenza,  accompanied  by  a  most  distressing  head- 
ache, attacked  thousands  in  Dublin ;  this  intense  pain  in  the  head  was 
relieved  by  nothing  so  effectually  as  by  diligent  steeping  of  the  temples, 
forehead,  occiput,  and  nape  of  the  neck,  with  water  as  hot  as  could  be 
borne. 
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I  do  not  speak  here  of  the  application  of  cold  to  the  head,  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  local  heat  and  inflammation,  but  to  produce  an  ef- 
fect on  the  whole  system.  Cold  thus  applied  is  of  decided  and  une- 
quivocal value.  You  are  aware  that  in  cases  of  fever  accompanied  by 
symptoms  of  high  mental  excitement  and  great  heat  of  skin,  the  use  of 
cold  dashing  has  produced  the  most  extraordinary  effects.  Again,  if  a 
patient  has  taken  too  large  a  dose  of  prussic  acid  or  any  other  narcotic, 
the  best  mode  of  reusing  him  is  by  pouring  water  on  his  face  or  chest 
from  a  height.  In  Turkey,  if  a  person  happens  to  fall  asleep  in  the 
neighborhood  of  a  poppy  field,  and  the  wind  blows  over  it  towards  him, 
he  becomes  gradually  narcotised,  and  would  die,  if  the  country  people, 
who  are  wTell  acquainted  with  the  circumstance,  did  not  bring  him  to  the 
next  well  or  stream,  and  empty  pitcher  after  pitcher  on  his  face  and 
body.  This  occurred  to  my  friend  Dr.  Oppenheim,  during  his  residence 
in  Turkey,  and  he  owes  his  life  to  this  simple  but  effectual  treatment. — 
London  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


LITHOTOMY  IN  Ix\DIA 

Jhoomloo,  Moosulmaun  child,  aged  7  years,  in  a  delicate  and  irritable 
state,  brought  on  by  unusually  severe  suffering  from  the  stone  for  about 
two  years,  whereby  he  had  been  greatly  reduced,  and  his  parents  for  the 
last  ten  days  had  despaired  of  his  life,  as  he  had  become  quite  helpless, 
came  to  me  for  relief  in  November,  1834.  The  operation  was  under- 
taken as  a  last  alternative,  and  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  father. 
The  straight  staff  and  scalpel  were  the  only  instruments  employed,  and 
there  was  no  difficulty  until  the  introduction  of  the  forceps.  The  lower 
end  of  the  stone  was  repeatedly  seized,  and  as  often  escaped  from  the 
grasp  of  the  forceps,  being  evidently  retained  either  by  the  firm  contrac- 
tion of  the  bladder,  or  by  a  portion  of  it  being  encysted.  Finding  my 
efforts  unavailing  and  the  child  becoming  much  exhausted,  the  pulse 
rapid  and  small,  and  profuse  perspiration,  I  desisted  from  further  efforts, 
administered  a  full  dose  of  tincture  of  opium,  combined  with  aromatic 
spirit  of  ammonia,  and  sent  him  to  bed — constant  fomentations  being  ap- 
plied. The  above  measures  had  the  most  happy  effect.  The  child  ral- 
lied, the  anodyne  and  soothing  treatment  was  persevered  in,  and  on  the 
ensuing  morning  the  stone  was  removed  in  the  following  manner.  An 
assistant  seated  on  a  chair  placed  the  patient  in  his  lap  with  his  back  to- 
wards him,  bent  and  raised  the  knees  by  introducing  his  arms  under  the 
hams,  the  perineum  being  lowered  as  much  as  possible,  the  body  kept 
in  the  erect  position,  so  that  the  stone  might  gravitate  as  much  as  possible 
towards  the  lower  part  of  the  wound.  Introducing  my  finger,  I  felt  the 
calculus,  which  was  immediately  seized  by  the  forceps  and  withdrawn. 
One  extremity  of  the  calculus  had  been  lodged  in  a  cut  de  sac  of  the 
bladder,  as  was  evident  by  the  form  of  the  stone  being  of  a  smaller  di- 
ameter than  the  rest,  and  having  a  clearly  defined  neck,  where  it  had 
been  compressed  apparently  by  the  separated  fibres  of  the  muscular 
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coat  of  the  bladder,  which  with  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  bladder  in 
so  irritable  a  subject,  satisfactorily  accounts  for  the  impediment.  1  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  had  I  persisted  in  my  efforts  to  remove  the 
stone,  the  child  would  have  expired  on  the  table,  and  the  expediency  of 
procrastination  on  the  occasion  is  thus  exemplified.  Difficulties  in  litho- 
tomy do  sometimes  occur  when  least  anticipated,  requiring  all  our  self- 
possession  and  deliberate  reflection,  and  these  occasional  difficulties,  I 
dare  say,  gave  occasion  to  the  exclamation  of  Abernethy — "  Oh  !  egad, 
'tis  an  horrible  operation.    You  don't  know  what  you  may  be  doing." 

The  natives  of  India,  from  my  experience,  infinitely  prefer  the  cutting 
operation  to  lithotrity,  which  alarms,  fatigues,  and  discourages  them. — 
India  Med.  Jour. 


CASE  OF  CARDIAC  DISEASE. 

William  Langley,  4th  Light  Dragoons,  aetat.  26. — States  that  since 
his  arrival  in  India,  four  years  ago,  he  has  been  5  times  in  hospital  with 
hepatic  symptoms.  Admitted  2d  August,  with  dyspnoea  and  palpitation, 
for  which  he  has  been  bled,  leeched,  &c.  with  considerable  benefit ;  as- 
pect pale,  condition  good  ;  apyrexia,  pulse  at  present  108,  tense,  and 
fuller  at  right  than  left  wrist ;  sleep  disturbed  by  starting  and  frightful 
dreams;  physical  signs — cardiac  region  from  3d  caitilage  fuller  (more 
raised)  than  corresponding  part  of  right  chest ;  heart  betwixt  5th  and 
6th  cartilages,  and  arteries  over  sternum,  and  up  to  the  angles  of  jaw, 
visibly  pulsating  ;  hepatic  region  fuller  than  corresponding  part  of  left 
side,  drooping  towards  border  of  false  vibs ;  resonance  defective  over  4th, 
5th,  6th,  and  7th  left  cartilages,  from  sternum  to  half  an  inch  beyond 
line  of  nipple  ;  fleshy  in  right  hypochondrium,  from  below  5th  rib,  over 
an  unusually  large  space,  extending  into  epigastrium;  respiration  high 
and  distressed  anteriorly  ;  double  sawing  sounds  over  cardiac  region,  the 
first  loudest  above  4th  cartilage,  the  other  below  that — both  very  audible 
in  left  lateral  region  ;  the  first  only  in  right  axillary,  neither  in  left  axil- 
lary, though  sounds  of  heart  very  distinct ;  systole  short,  at  present 
scarcely  with  impulse  ;  diastole,  prolonged  and  large,  shaking  the  chest 
as  if  the  impulse  accompanied  it;  diagnosis,  dilatation  with  hypertrophy 
(by  increased  extent)  of  left  ventricle  ;  dilatation  of  left  auricle,  diseased 
mitral  valve,  enlarged  liver,  morbid  state  of  aortic  valve. 
Died,  October,  1835. 

Autopsy,  by  Deputy  Inspector  Collier.  "  Heart  enormously  enlarged, 
more  than  twice  the  size  of  the  fist ;  all  the  chambers  of  great  capacity, 
especially  the  left  ventricle  ;  the  right  auricle,  if  not  attenuated,  certain- 
ly not  thickened  ;  the  left  was  rather,  I  think,  in  relation  to  its  capacity; 
the  right  ventricle  fell  in  when  opened  ;  the  left  was  of  thickness 
equal  not  to  the  size  of  the  organ,  but  to  a  powerful  healthy  heart;  the 
valves  all  healthy — two  small  pouches  at  base  of  aorta,  the  result  of  a 
true  ulcerative  process;  one  had  eaten  away  the  inner  and  middle 
linings,  and  a  like  process  was  going  on  higher  up.  The  coats  of  the 
artery,  thickened  and  indurated,  creaking  under  the  scissors,  up  to  the 
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innominata — liver  greatly  enlarged."  The  diagnosis  ought,  therefore,  to 
have  been  dilatation  with  hypertrophy  (by  increased  extent)  of  left  ven- 
tricle ;  dilatation,  at  least,  of  left  auricle  ;  and,  in  a  minor  degree,  of 
right  cavities.     Morbid  state  of  base  of  aorta — enlarged  liver. 

Remarks. — The  grand  error  in  the  diagnosis,  it  will  be  observed,  was 
the  state  of  the  mitral  valve,  which  we  supposed  to  have  been  indicated 
by  the  sawing  sound,  synchronous  with  the  diastole  ;  for  though  aware 
that  dilatation  with  hypertrophy  alone  might  give  rise  to  a  bellow's  mur- 
mur, we  were  not  aware  that  it  could  to  the  degree  of  saw.  See  Note. 
We  had,  it  is  true,  only  one  opportunity  of  examining  this  patient,  and 
that  when,  from  nervous  agitation,  the  pulse  was  108  ;  but  as  considera- 
ble allowance  was,  no  doubt,  made  at  the  time,  we  are  not  disposed  to 
lay  much  stress  upon  that,  more  especially  as  the  state  of  the  pulse,  full 
and  tense,  ought  of  itself  to  have  undeceived  us.  Besides,  we  are  sure 
a  similar  mistake  is  made  in  May's  case  (see  October  No.  of  1835),  for 
comparing  the  sounds  in  these,  with  that  of  Madden's  (see  May  No.), 
the  difference  is  very  marked.  In  the  former  it  was  prolonged  saw- 
ing, and  diffused  over  a  large  space,  whereas  in  the  latter,  it  was 
abrupt,  hoarse,  and  confined  to  a  small.  In  Madden's,  also,  the  state  of 
the  valve  was  rendered  doubly  certain  by  the  additional  signs  of  purring 
tremor  and  irregularity  of  the  pulse.  The  state  of  the  base  of  aorta 
was  perhaps  of  minor  importannce.  We  suspected  some  morbid  affec- 
tion at  the  part,  from  the  sawing  sound,  synchronous  with  the  systole, 
louder  above  than  below  the  4th  cartilage,  and  audible  even  into  right 
axillary  region,  where  that  accompanying  diastole  was  not.  That  it  was 
not  dilatation  of  aorta,  we  supposed  from  the  want  of  hoarseness  in  the 
sound,  and  of  pulsation  and  purring  tremor  over  the  clavicles.  The  di- 
latation of  left  ventricle  was  sufficiently  evident,  from  the  shortness  of 
systole,  length  of  diastole,  and  extent  of  dull  sound  on  percussion,  and 
the  powerful  back-stroke,  together  with  the  tenseness  of  the  pulse, 
showed  that  its  walls  were  by  no  means  attenuated.  The  dilatation  of 
left  auricle  may  have  been  a  fortunate  guess  on  the  supposition  of  the 
morbid  condition  of  the  mitral  valve  ;  or  it  may  have  been  turned  in  the 
reverse  way,  as  the  extent  of  dull  sound  on  percussion  in  upper  part  of 
cardiac  region  could  not  well  have  been  mistaken.  We  more  than  sus- 
pected also  dilatation  of  right  ventricle,  but  as  the  fleshy  sound  of  liver 
extended  so  far  in  that  direction,  we  did  not  even  note  the  dull  sound  on 
percussion  ;  and  without  that,  it  could  only  have  been  a  guess,  for  the 
sounds  and  impulse  of  left  ventricle  might  have  completely  masked  those 
of  right. 

Note. — In  a  case  like  the  above,  if  the  dilatation  extended  to  the  os 
ventriculi,  the  valves  in  their  natural  state  could  not  prevent  regurgitation. 
Consequently  there  would  be  sawing  sounds  produced,  though  different 
from  those  where  the  valves  were  thickened  or  indurated. 

N.  B. — The  hepatic  symptoms  and  enlargement  of  liver  may,  no 
doubt,  be  referred  to  obstruction  to  the  unsupported  portal  circulation, 
conveyed  backwards  from  the  right  ventricle,  and  were  consequently  of 
very  minor  importance. 

And,  now,  Mr.  Editor,  should  we  not  be  thought  too  presumptive,  we 
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would  offer  a  few  practical  observations,  with  reference  to  the  treatment 
of  these  affections.  And  1st,  of  blood-letting,  the  first  and  by  far  the 
most  dangerous  remedy.  In  dilatation  with  attenuation,  we  would  say, 
no  advantage  can  be  expected  from  more  than  a  few  ounces  to  relieve 
the  heart  laboring  under  palpitation,  and  gorged  by  its  own  efforts.  Even 
then  it  can  only  be  of  temporary  benefit,  and  if  carried  to  any  extent, 
may  be  quickly  followed  by  death;  the  heart,  from  the  want  of  sufficient 
stimulus,  ceasing  to  contract ;  and  this,  whether  from  deficiency  in  quan- 
tity produced  by  one  large  bleeding,  or  in  the  quality  by  small  bleed- 
ings, too  frequently  repeated.  The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  dilata- 
tion with  hypertrophy,  and  in  some  degree  to  hypertrophy  with  dilata- 
tion ;  and  even  to  hypertrophy  itself,  if  complicated  with  an  obstruction, 
which  the  hypertrophy  may  be  absolutely  required  to  overcome,  for  if 
the  action  of  the  heart  be  reduced  below  that,  according  to  the  degree, 
death  or  dilatation  with  its  consequences  must  be  the  result.  Even  in 
simple  hypertrophy,  the  bleedings  ought  not  to  be  large,  for  large  bleed- 
ings cause  reaction — and  reaction,  of  course,  hypertrophy.  Perhaps 
leeches  are  preferable  after  the  first  two  or  three  times,  for  they  seem  to 
calm  the  heart's  action  in  a  greater  degree  than  the  mere  quantity  of 
blood  abstracted  can  account  for.  But  if  bleeding  be  injurious  in  hyper- 
trophy with  obstructed  circulation,  what  must  it  be  in  all  the  varieties  of 
dilatation,  with  such  a  complication.  In  such  cases,  I  am  afraid  we 
would  often  have  to  be  contented  with  a  few  leeches,  an  anodyne,  and 
quiet.  It  is  enough,  however,  we  know  what  we  cannot  do  ;  in  the 
beautiful  language  of  Solomon,  "  the  wheel  is  broken  at  the  cistern." 
Of  digitalis,  we  would  say,  it  possesses  some  advantages,  where 
bleeding  is  beneficial,  but  has  its  disadvantages,  where  that  is  injurious. 
We  tried  it  to  some  extent  with  May  (see  October  No.),  but  invariably 
found,  when  the  pulse  fell  to  71  or  so,  the  palpitations  soon  followed  with 
great  violence.  He  was  always  best  when  the  pulse  was  about  80.  For 
several  months,  latterly,  we  did  nothing  farther  than  keep  him  quietly  in 
hospital,  on  moderate  unstimulating  diet,  taking  away  four  or  five  ounces 
of  blood  once  a  month  or  so,  when  the  pulse  began  to  vibrate  strongly, 
and  the  lancinating  pains  to  return  in  his  head  or  extremities ;  and  really 
I  think  he  did  much  belter.  He  has  been  invalided,  but  Deputy  Inspec- 
tor Collier  has  kindly  promised  to  take  steps  to  obtain  the  final  result. 
We  have  at  present  a  very  interesting  case  of  hypertrophy  with  dilata- 
tion, and  dilatation  of  aorta,  in  a  boy,  14  years  of  age,  with  whom  we 
are  pursuing  a  similar  treatment,  substituting  leeches  for  ven.  sect.,  and 
with  very  decided  benefit  as  far  as  regards  appearance  and  comfort. 

Of  tartrite  of  antimony,  camphorated  tincture  of  opium,  and  other 
sedatives,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything;  for  where  clear  pathologi- 
cal views  of  disease  are  entertained,  there  can  scarcely,  at  the  present 
clay,  be  a  loss  for  appropriate  treatment.  At  any  rate,  the  object  of  this 
paper  has  been  rather  to  show  what  ought  not,  than  what  ought  to  be 
done  ;  and  we  need  only  add,  without  the  stethoscope  in  cardiac  disease, 
it  is  impossible  to  adopt  any  rational  plan.  Mr.  Liston,  of  Edinburgh, 
used,  1  believe,  to  compare  a  physician  to  a  person  going  into  a  dark 
room,  where  two  others  were  fighting,  and  laying  round  him  with  a 
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bludgeon,  as  likely  to  kill  friend  or  foe;  and  saying,  for  instance,  a  bold 
practitioner  finding  his  patient  laboring  under  some  disease,  in  which  he 
looked  upon  his  lancet  as  his  sheet  anchor,  with  a  complication  like  the 
present,  what  would  be  the  result  ?  Perhaps  he  would  be  surprised  to 
find  him  become  comatose,  sink  and  die,  probably  with  the  blood  issuing 
from  his  mouth.  On  dissection  he  might  be  satisfied  when  he  found  the 
lungs  broken  down  and  gorged  with  blood,  with  probably  also  effusion  into 
the  chest.  But  what  would  be  the  fact?  The  left  ventricle  having  been 
deprived  of  power  to  carry  on  the  circulation,  the  brain  was  the  first  to 
suffer ;  and  the  blood  accumulating  behind,  broke  down  and  effused  itself 
into  the  pulmonary  tissue.  The  bludgeon  had  fallen  upon  his  friend. — 
Ibid.    2d  Reg.  Hospital  Reports. 


ON  THE  LIGATURE  OF  ARTERIES  IN  CASE  OF  ANEURISM. 

By  Dr.  Placido  Portal,  Surgeon  to  his  Royal  Highness,  the  Count  of  Syracuse, 
Viceroy  of  his  Majesty  ;  Chief  Surgeon  to  the  Civil  Hospital  of  Palermo. 

(From  the  Filiatre  Sehezio,  a  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  March,  1S35.) 

TRANSLATED  FOR  THE   MEDICAL  JOURNAL  BY  B.  B.   APPLETON,  JR.  BOSTON. 

One  of  the  most  important  operations  of  clinical  surgery  in  the  present 
state  of  the  science,  is  that  of  tying  the  arteries  in  case  of  aneurism  ; 
and  in  my  estimation  we  should  account  every  surgeon  extremely  fortu- 
nate who  should  perform  it  with  success.  So  grave  and  so  numerous 
are  the  failures,  and  so  uncertain  the  final  successs,  that  the  celebrated 
Crampton  remarked,  "whatever  may  be  the  method  employed  in  tying 
the  artery,  the  operation  for  aneurism  is  full  of  uncertainty  and  danger  ; 
it  is  seldom  that  the  operator  is  free  from  anxiety  with  respect  to  the 
event ;  the  patient  always  incurs  great  danger,  and  however  skilful  may  be 
the  operator,  the  number  of  fatal  cases  exceeds  that  of  the  successful." 
This  is  easily  explained  if  we  reflect  upon  the  insurmountable  obstacles 
which  the  most  profound  and  experienced  European  surgeons  have  en- 
countered ;  although  they  have  constantly  devoted  their  thoughts  and 
studies  to  the  discovery  of  the  most  secure  method  of  obliterating  the 
arteries  in  case  of  aneurism,  and  of  preventing  in  season  the  ulcerative 
process  and  the  secondary  hemorrhage,  yet  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
patients  have  perished,  whatever  may  have  been  the  method  employed  for 
tying  the  artery,  or  the  material  of  which  the  ligature  was  composed  ;  and 
this,  too,  in  spite  of  all  their  endeavors,  and  the  researches  of  the  celebrat- 
ed Astley  Cooper,  Kline,  Blizard,  Freer,  Pearson,  Hodgson,  Abernelhy, 
&c.  &£c.  not  to  speak  of  many  professors  of  the  Neapolitan  school.  "  We 
do  not  know  (repeated  the  celebrated  clinical  professor  of  Pisa)  how  to 
avoid  with  safety  the  hemorrhage  consequent  upon  the  operation  for  aneu- 
rism, which  arises  perhaps  not  unfrequently  from  an  abnormal  state  of 
our  solids,  and  perhaps  in  some  degree  of  our  fluids." 

For  the  happy  success  of  the  operation,  proper  precautions  in  tying 
the  artery  are  of  equal  importance  with  a  simple  and  speedy  mode  of 
operating,  and  to  ensure  the  former  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the 
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following  conditions ;  there  should  be  a  moderate  division  of  the  parts, 
and  as  little  drawing  upon  the  artery  as  possible  ;  no  rupture  of  its  coats, 
and  a  proper  degree  of  irritation  and  adhesive  inflammation  ;  since  na- 
ture proceeds  first  to  form  adhesion  between  the  parietes  of  the  tied  ar- 
tery, and  then  to  cicatrize  the  retracted  parts.  This  truth,  so  well 
known  to  all  practitioners,  has  induced  the  more  enterprising  surgeons  to 
search  for  a  mechanical  method,  which  should  not  excite  a  greater  de- 
gree of  inflammation  than  should  be  circumscribed  within  the  limits  of 
the  adhesion.  In  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  some  surgeons, 
wishing  to  avoid  one  of  the  greatest  inconveniences,  the  secondary  hemor- 
rhage, make  use  of  a  number  of  ligatures  placed  a  short  distance  from 
each  other,  with  the  design  of  increasing  the  points  of  contact,  and  re- 
tarding by  degrees  the  force  of  the  blood  from  the  point  where  the  ar- 
tery had  been  secured.  Others,  following  the  instructions  of  Celsus, 
believe  the  safer  plan  to  be  to  tie  the  artery  with  two  ligatures,  and  to 
cut  between.  Some,  under  the  belief  that  it  is  necessary  to  divide  the 
internal  and  middle  coats  of  the  artery,  to  procure  with  more  facility  the 
adhesive  inflammation,  advise  the  ligature  with  a  simple  strand  of  silk. 
Others  are  loud  in  praising  the  use  of  a  single  ligature,  to  avoid  ruptur- 
ing these  coats,  and  for  this  purpose  interpose  a  piece  of  linen  stiffened 
with  wax  between  the  ligature  and  artery.  Some  propose  to  maintain 
the  mutual  contact  of  the  parietes  of  the  artery  by  metallic  compressors 
constructed  for  the  purpose.  And  others,  finally,  apply  fine  ligatures  of 
silk  to  different  points  of  the  artery,  and  afterwards  dividing  them  close 
to  the  knot,  suffer  them  to  remain  in  the  wound. 

Each  of  the  favorers  of  the  above  methods  boasts  his  own  experi- 
ence and  observation  in  support  of  it,  since  in  the  operations  performed 
by  them  the  artery  was  observed  to  be  perfectly  impervious,  sufficient 
lymph  being  thrown  out  in  46  hours  to  cause  the  adhesive  inflammation 
of  the  internal  or  middle  coats,  as  I  myself  observed  in  some  experi- 
ments performed  by  me  upon  dogs  and  sheep  in  1824  ;  but  does  this 
imply  that  the  secondary  hemorrhage  is  certainly  prevented  ?  I  answer, 
that  simple  pressure  is  sufficient  to  produce  adhesion  of  the  arterial 
parietes ;  but  that  a  strong  pressure  may  in  some  cases  cause  a  rupture 
of  the  membranes,  ulceration  and  secondary  hemorrhage. 

At  the  close  of  February,  1827,  I  was  called  to  a  young  man  named 
Philip  Ramaglia,  of  Palermo,  aged  24,  who  had  imprudently  wounded 
the  left  radial  artery  under  the  styloid  apophysis  of  the  radius.  He 
had  been  under  the  care  of  a  surgeon  who  had  stopped  the  hemorrhage 
by  compression,  but  upon  the  second  day  after,  the  blood  flowed  in  such 
quantity  as  to  alarm  the  patient  and  his  friends.  I  removed  the  com- 
presses and  applied  a  ligature  upon  the  artery  half  an  inch  above 
where  it  had  been  wounded.  The  seventh  day  after,  so  profuse  a  dis- 
charge of  blood  took  place,  that  the  event  would  have  been  fatal  if  I 
had  not  applied  immediate  compression  to  the  mouth  of  the  bleeding 
vessel.  On  removing  the  dressing,  I  perceived  that  the  artery  had  been 
ulcerated  by  the  ligature,  and  thought  it  necessary  to  tie  it  once  more  half 
an  inch  above  the  point  where  it  had  been  ruptured,  leaving  a  ligature 
upon  the  artery  in  reserve.    The  twelfth  day  after  the  second  operation, 
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hemorrhage  again  recurred,  and  more  violently  than  at  first  ;  and  I  was 
obliged  to  tighten  the  other  ligature  which  I  had  left  on  the  artery,  which 
1  did  gently  ;  the  hemorrhage  ceased  soon  after,  and  1  observed  no 
trickling  of  blood.  The  ninth  day  after  the  ligature  came  away,  and  on 
the  thirtieth  the  patient  was  perfectly  cured. 

Another  case,  more  important  than  the  last,  took  place  in  the  August 
of  1S30,  in  a  man  named  iVntonio  Randazzo,  50  years  of  age,  of  a  bil- 
ious idiosyncrasy.  He  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  his  left  aim,  which 
partly  severed  the  brachial  artery.  I  had  tied  it  three  times  in  differ- 
ent parts,  but  unluckily  the  ulcerative  process  which  supervened  gave 
rise  to  dreadful  hemorrhages,  perhaps  because  the  artery  itself  was  in  an 
abnormal  state.  I  persevered,  however,  and  by  tying  it  at  the  point 
where  this  artery  leaves  the  axillary,  and  moderating  the  pressure  of  the 
ligature,  I  succeeded  in  uniting  it ;  the  ligature  came  off  on  the  thirteenth 
day,  and  the  patient  was  perfectly  cured. 

Instructed  by  the  preceding  observations,  and  by  similar  ones  which  I 
subsequently  made  in  the  military  hospitals,  and  the  civil  hospital  of 
Palermo,  1  have  not  since  used  tight  ligatures.  In  the  March  of  1834, 
I,  in  the  same  way,  tied  the  right  femoral  artery  of  his  Reverence  D. 
Camillo  Starvaggi,  70  years  of  age,  Chaplain  of  the  Parish  of  Brancac- 
cio.  The  operation  was  crowned  with  complete  success  ;  the  artery 
united  on  the  fourth  day,  the  ligature  came  away  on  the  eighth,  and  the 
patient  was  perfectly  well  on  the  fourteenth. 

I  am  thus  induced  to  conclude  that  the  too  tight  application  of  the 
ligature  contributes  in  no  way  to  the  success  of  the  operation,  since  the 
adhesive  process  will  always  go  on  independently  of  it,  if  the  artery  be 
in  a  healthy  condition. 

With  the  above  difficulties  in  view,  great  credit  is  due  to  Prof.  Man- 
sella  for  having  taken  up  the  external  iliac  in  a  case  of  aneurism,  in  the 
inferior  third  of  the  right  thigh,  in  which  the  femoral  artery  was  in  an 
abnormal  state.  The  account  of  the  operation,  as  related  by  Dr. 
Carmelo,  his  son,  with  the  morbid  phenomena  which  accompanied  it,  is 
as  follows. 

"The  subject  of  this  operation  was  a  soldier  36  years  of  age,  of  a 
sanguineous  temperament  and  a  strong  constitution.  On  the  12th  of 
March,  1834,  he  entered  the  hospital  with  an  aneurismal  tumor  in  the 
inferior  third  of  the  right  thigh.  On  the  29th  a  consultation  was  held 
upon  the  expediency  of  an  operation,  which  Dr.  Mansella  performed 
upon  the  same  day,  taking  up  the  artery  at  its  upper  third,  and  se- 
curing it  with  a  permanent  ligature.  The  patient  remained  perfectly 
calm  till  the  13th  of  April,  the  17th  day  after  the  operation,  when  an 
alarming  hemorrhage  ensued  from  the  ruptures  of  the  tied  artery,  which 
however  was  quickly  arrested  by  pressure  applied  by  the  tourniquet  of  Pe- 
tit. In  the  night  the  hemorrhage  returned,  and  on  the  14th,  while  chang- 
ing the  dressings,  was  so  profuse  as  to  threaten  the  life  of  the  patient. 

"  Mansella  immediately  called  another  consultation  of  all  the  surgeons 
of  the  establishment,  who  concurred  with  him  in  the  necessity  of  tying  the 
external  iliac  as  the  only  hope  left  of  avoiding  another  hemorrhage, 
which  would  certainly  destroy  the  patient.    The  operation  was  perform- 
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ed  by  Mansella  on  the  same  day.  At  first  the  patient  was  in  great  fear 
lest  hemorrhage  should  again  recur ;  but  seeing  the  aneurismal  tumor  di- 
minish sensibly  in  size,  his  fortitude  returned.  On  the  24th  of  April, 
the  ligature  came  away,  the  wound  gradually  united,  the  suppuration  di- 
minished, and  on  the  14th  of  May  he  was  discharged  from  the  hospital 
perfectly  cured."* 


FRACTURE  OF  THE  LOWER  JAW  AT  THE  SYMPHYSIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — An  accident  of  this  nature  is  so  seldom  met  with  in  piactice,  that, 
when  it  does  happen,  it  may  not  be  thought  unworthy  of  notice  in  a 
Medical  Journal.  The  case  here  described  is  probably  the  one  to 
which  allusion  was  made  in  your  7th  No.  in  connection  with  a  similar 
case  from  a  foreign  journal. 

J.  G.  a  man  about  30  years  of  age,  while  leading  his  horse  to  the  wa- 
tering trough,  in  the  winter  of  1831,  received  a  violent  blow  from  the 
hind  foot  of  the  animal,  directly  in  the  hollow  of  the  chin.  On  exami- 
nation, the  bone  at  the  symphysis  was  found  denuded  by  the  steel,  and 
the  fracture  was  at  once  detected.  The  division  took  place  exactly  be- 
tween the  two  incisors,  and  was  continued  perpendicularly  through  the 
jaw,  one  side  of  which  was  somewhat  depressed.  The  fragments  were 
easily  replaced,  and  kept  in  apposition  by  confining  the  under  to  the 
upper  jaw,  with  a  bandage.  A  perfect  reunion  did  not,  however, 
take  place  short  of  six  or  seven  weeks,  by  reason  of  the  efforts  made  in 
swallowing  his  food,  which  he  sucked  between  his  teeth.,  and  his  uncon- 
trollable disposition  to  talk;  or,  in  other  words,  he  would  not  "hold  his 
jaw."  Yours,  he. 

Thomaston,  Me.  Sept.  26,  1836.  D.  Kellogg. 


SECRET  REMEDIES. 

[From  an  excellent  Inaugural  Address  to  the  new  "  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  the  City  of  Lexington,"  Ky.  by  Charles  Cald- 
well, M.D.  President  of  the  College,  we  select  the  following  just  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  nostrums.    Other  extracts  will  hereafter  be  given.] 

The  modes  in  which  our  profession  is  demoralized  and  dishonored  by 
its  members,  are  numerous.  A  want  of  time,  however,  forbids  me  to  do 
more  than  make  a  passing  reference  to  a  few  of  them. 

The  first  of  them  T  shall  notice  is  the  practice  of  dealing  in  secrets 
and  nostrums.  Under  whatever  form,  in  whatever  manner  this  device 
may  be  employed,  it  is  quackery,  and  should  be  frowned  on  and  de- 
nounced by  the  members  of  the  College.    Nor  should  any  companion- 


*  Prof.  Velpeau,  in  his  Operative  Medicine,  vol.  1,  pape  87,  says  that  the  external  iliac  artery  has 
been  tied  41  times  successfully  for  aneurism  in  different  party  of  Europe. 
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ship,  social  or  professional,  be  held  with  those  by  whom  it  is  pursued. 
It  is  the  product  of  ignorance,  heartless  illiherality,  or  fraudulent  arti- 
fice. In  the  two  former  cases,  it  is  contemptible  ;  and,  in  the  latter,  no 
better  than  deliberate  swindling.  It  is  much  worse  ;  for,  in  addition  to 
feloniously  taking  possession  of  money,  it  discourages  knowledge  and 
impedes  its  progress,  inculcates  falsehood  and  perpetuates  prejudice. 
Nor  is  this  all.  Admitting  that  a  physician  has  really  made  a  valuable 
discovery  in  the  treatment  of  disease  ;  is  he  justifiable  in  concealing  it, 
for  his  own  exclusive  pecuniary  benefit,  and  the  relief  of  those  alone  who 
become  his  patients?  Assuredly  he  is  not.  In  its  true  spirit  and  bear- 
ing, medicine  is  a  social  profession — an  institution  of  benevolence  and 
conscience,  rather  than  of  self.  The  concealment  referred  to,  therefore, 
is  a  conspiracy  with  disease  ;  if  not  to  aid  it,  at  least  to  connive  at  its  rav- 
ages, and  give  them  scope,  when  they  might  be  mitigated  or  arrested. 
And  that  is  criminal.  He  who  deliberately  conceals  a  remedy  or  mode 
of  treatment,  that  might  prevent  death,  is  but  little  better,  if  better  at  all, 
than  an  accessory  to  homicide.  As  such  he  deserves  reprobation,  not  to 
say  some  form  of  punishment  by  law.  Felons  have  been  transported, 
and  have  even  expired  on  the  gibbet,  for  crimes  much  less  inhuman  and 
prejudicial  to  society.  One  of  the  most  mischievous  and  reprehensible 
practices  of  our  government,  is  its  giving  countenance  and  aid  to  nos- 
trum-mongers and  impostors,  by  granting  them  patents  for  the  preparation 
and  sale  of  their  concoctions  and  mixtures.  As  well  might  it  give  pub- 
lic sanction  to  any  other  form  of  outrage  on  morality  and  truth.  In  some 
respects  at  least  the  granting  of  authority  to  counterfeit  bank  notes 
would  be  less  pernicious.  That  would  neither  destroy  human  life  direct- 
ly, nor  render  remedial  complaints  incurable  ;  while  patent  compounds 
frequently  do  both.  This  desecration  of  governmental  authority  should 
be  condemned  and  protested  against,  not  only  by  all  educated  physicians, 
but  by  every  enlightened  individual  in  the  nation.  The  medical  asso- 
ciations of  the  United  States  in  particular,  and  our  College  as  one  of 
them,  ought  not  to  regard  such  an  evil  with  indifference.  To  deprive 
quackery  in  this  form  of  the  countenance  of  government,  would  do  some- 
thing toward  its  entire  extinction. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    OCTOBER  5,    18  3  6. 


DUNGLISON'S  GENERAL  THERAPEUTICS  * 

In  this  work  Dr.  Dunglison  eminently  sustains  the  high  reputation  al- 
ready acquired  by  his  invaluable  works  on  physiology,  hygiene,  &c.  of 
being  a  physician  of  extensive  literary  as  well  as  professional  acquire- 


*  General  Therapeutics,  or  Principles  of  Medical  Practice,  with  Tables  of  the  chief  Remedial  Aeents 
and  their  Properties,  and  the  different  Poisons  and  their  Antidotes.  By  Robley  Dunglison,  M.D. 
Philadelphia,  1836. 
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merits.  This,  like  his  other  labors,  is  characterized  by  that  sound  dis- 
cretion, which  keeps  him  from  extravagant  coloring  of  truth,  while  he  neg- 
lects nothing  of  importance  to  his  statements.  This  is  an  indispensable 
characteristic  to  a  teacher,  who  would  be  in  no  hazard  of  misleading  the 
inexperienced  student.  He  commences  by  an  exhibition  of  certain 
sound  principles,  which  are  necessary  to  be  borne  in  mind  by  him  whose 
business,  as  a  therapeutist,  it  is  to  endeavor  to  restore  the  functions  un- 
der disease,  to  a  condition  of  health.  To  be  a  good  therapeutist,  re- 
quires, "  not  only  that  the  individual  should  have  had  extensive  oppor- 
tunities for  witnessing  disease,  but  also  that  he  shall  have  read  exten- 
sively the  recorded  observations  of  others."  Rational  therapeutics  he 
regards  as  founded  on  rigid  physiologico-palhological  deductions.  The 
circumstances  modifying  therapeutical  indications  are  important,  such  as 
age,  sex,  original  conformation,  habit,  climate,  mental  affections,  causes, 
seat,  period  of  disease.  These  circumstances  should  be  well  studied  by 
him  who  would  undertake  the  treatment  of  disease — for  under  different 
states  and  conditions  of  the  body,  we  know  that  remedies  are  found  to 
produce  the  most  various  effects.  In  this  mere  hint  is  contained  an  ur- 
gent invitation  to  the  youthful  practitioner  to  be  well  stored  with  these 
important  truths. 

Chapter  3d  treats  of  medicine,  which  he  defines  "  any  agent  adminis- 
tered for  the  purpose  of  curing  or  allaying  morbid  action."  In  this  he 
treats  of  the  action  of  medicines  generally,  as  also  their  various  modes. 
Chapter  4th  treats  of  excitants,  in  which  he  takes  care  to  give  another 
stab  at  the  fast  exploding  doctrine  that  debility  is  the  great  lethiferous 
agent.  Each  division  of  excitants  is  minutely  considered,  and  the  mo- 
dus operandi  of  them,  as  also  the  chapter  on  sedatives,  chemical  and 
mechanical  agents.  Chapter  8th  is  an  important  treatise  on  Poisons  and 
their  antidotes,  which  are  very  conveniently  arranged  in  a  table  by  them- 
selves, so  as  to  make  them  easy  to  be  remembered  by  the  student,  and 
of  ready  access  to  the  practitioner. 

The  work  ought  not  to  be  thus  hastily  dismissed.  From  an  attentive 
examination,  less  cannot  in  justice  be  said,  than  that  while  we  find  nothing 
to  excite  a  single  captious  feeling,  we  find  everything  to  instruct  and 
entertain.  Although  Dr.  Dunglison  may  be  regarded  a  prolific  writer, 
if  he  produces  always  such  volumes  as  this,  we  shall  certainly  not  think 
him  in  danger  of  the  charge  of  overworking  his  genius.  We  must  leave 
it,  with  the  candid  advice  to  every  medical  man  to  be  soon  in  possession  of 
this  volume  of  sound  and  rich  observations  on  the  art  he  would  advance 
with  pleasure,  as  well  as  practise  as  a  duty. 


Cholera. — Deaths  in  Charleston  in  the  week  ending  Sept.  18th,  59 — 
whites  16,  blacks  43.  Of  cholera,  37— whites  9,  blacks  28.  Sept.  19th, 
whites  6,  blacks  3 — deaths  45.  Sept.  20th,  16  new  cases — deaths  4. 
From  Havana,  we  learn  that  this  afllictive  disease  had  appeared  at  the 
Balize,  Hondurus. 

"A  private;  letter  from  Milan,  of  the  5th  inst.  says — 'The  daily  number 
of  cholera  cases,  which  was  never  more  than  73,  and  deaths,  which  never 
exceeded  38,  has  been  for  these  many  days  past  gradually  diminishing, 
so  that  the  number  of  deaths  do  not.  surpass  9.  Some  surprise  was  creat- 
ed by  the  violent  eruption  of  the  disease,  on  the  2d  inst.  in  the  hospital 
for  old  people,  called  the  Pio  Albergo  Trivulzio,  where  almost  a  tenth  of 
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the  inmates  of  both  sexes  were  attacked.  By  the  regulations  of  this  in- 
stitution, no  man  can  enter  younger  than  70.  The  ready  and  watchful 
cares  of  the  Government  succeeded  in  preventing  the  disease  from 
spreading,  and  in  the  succeeding  days  the  new  cases  did  not  exceed  6 
daily,  although  there  are  more  than  400  infirm  patients  in  the  hospital-. 
The  news  from  the  provinces  are  also  more  satisfactory.  The  Lake  of 
Como  has  been  this  year  very  little  frequented  on  account  of  the  panic 
caused  by  the  daily  occurrence  of  a  few  cases  in  Como.  The  effects 
of  this  panic  are  most  strange  ;  in  proof  of  which  I  will  content  myself 
with  barely  mentioning  the  following  tact,  out  of  many  others  which  have 
happened  :  In  the  commune  of  M — ,  a  young  man  of  17  was  so  terri- 
fied that,  to  avoid  the  disease,  he  adopted  the  resource  of  hanging  him- 
self, and  was  with  difficulty  brought  back  to  life.  You  may  rely  on 
this  being  authentic'  " 


Utero-abdominal  Supporter. — This  is  the  name  given  to  a  new  and  in- 
geniously constructed  instrument,  by  Dr.  A.  G.  Hull,  of  New  York,  a 
specimen  of  which  may  be  seen  at  Messrs.  Lowe  Sl  Reed's,  No.  24  Mer- 
chants Row,  in  this  city.  Physicians,  generally,  testify  to  its  merits,  and 
we  are  therefore  warranted  in  recommending  it  to  those  for  whom  it  was 
expressly  designed.  Of  the  great  number  of  mechanical  contrivances 
for  relieving  those  suffering  from  prolapsus  uteri,  this  appears  to  be  alto- 
gether superior  to  any  of  them.  "  When,"  says  the  inventor,  "  this  in- 
strument is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  in- 
variably affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing,  drag- 
ging and  bearing  down  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral 
displacements  of  the  abdomen  ;  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  fol- 
lowed by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient."  As 
soon  as  we  have  ascertained  the  opinion  of  practitioners  in  our  immediate 
neighborhood,  it  is  our  intention  to  give  further  notice  of  all  the  good 
qualities  and  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  use. 


Local  Quackerxj. — Boston  seems  doomed  to  be  quacked.  An  unblush- 
ing foreigner,  quite  a  match  for  the  oculist,  announces  his  arrival  in  the 
city,  armed  cap-a-pie  with  the  high-sounding  passport  of  member  of  the 
Royal  something,  which  is  deemed  by  transatlantic  medicine  mongers  a 
sure  introduction  to  the  pocket.  We  shall  probe  this  matter  to  the  bot- 
tom. In  the  mean  time,  collateral  aid,  by  way  of  authenticated  facts, 
to  prove  the  completeness  of  the  imposition,  is  solicited. 


Suicide. — M.  Provost  has  examined  the  records  of  the  Canton  of  Ge- 
neva, with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  causes  of  suicide.  He  ascertained 
that  the  crime  of  self-murder  is  most  frequently  committed  at  ages  be- 
tween 50  and  60  years.  There  are  more  among  men  than  women,  in  the 
proportion  of  95  to  38,  or  about  three  to  one  ;  and  more  unmarried  than 
married,  or  in  a  state  of  widowhood,  in  the  proportion  of  70  to  63,  or  about 
7  to  6.  Suicides  among  females  are  more  numerous  among  the  married 
and  widows,  than  among  the  unmarried,  in  the  proportion  of  21  to  17  ; 
but  among  men  the  proportions  are  reversed — that  is,  42  to  53  ;  so  that, 
on  the  whole,  suicides  are  more  frequent  among  the  unmarried,  than 
among  those  who  are  or  have  been  married.     Marriage,  therefore,  in 
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this,  as  in  all  other  respects,  is  the  safest  and  happiest  state  both  for  men 
and  women.  More  people  adopt  the  mode  of  drowning,  it  is  supposed, 
than  any  other  means  of  self-destruction.  A  resort  to  fire  arms,  presents 
the  next  highest  catalogue  ;  next  strangulation.  The  month  of  April  is 
marked  by  the  greatest  number  of  these  tragical  deaths. 


Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Denmark. — This  excellent  institution 
consists  of  three  ordinary  professors  ;  one  adjunct,  and  one  candidate 
teacher.  No  private  lectures  are  permitted,  they  being  all  public  ;  so 
that  the  faculty,  it  would  seem,  are  but  just  kept  from  starvation,  on  the 
salaries  allowed  them.  Each  of  the  professors  gets  $660  per  annum  ; 
the  adjunct,  $50  only.  The  lecturer  on  chemistry,  $400  ;  and  four  sur- 
geons of  reserve,  $144  each. 


The  Jacksonian  Prize. — Frederick  Ryland,  Esq.  of  Birmingham,  Eng. 
for  a  disputation  on  Injuries  and  Diseases  of  the  Larynx  and  Trachea, 
together  with  the  treatment,  has  taken  the  prize  of  the  London  College 
of  Surgeons,  for  the  year  1835. 


Carburet  of  Sulphur  in  Rheumatism. — Dr  Otto,  beside  the  vapor  bath, 
in  an  extremely  bad  case  of  rheumatism,  prescribed  two  drachms  of  car- 
buret of  sulphur,  in  half  an  ounce  of  rectified  spirit  of  wine — four  drops 
of  which  to  be  taken  every  two  hours  ;  the  lower  limbs  to  be  rubbed 
with  a  liniment  consisting  of  two  drachms  of  carburet  of  sulphur  and  half 
an  ounce  of  olive  oil.  In  less  than  four  days,  the  pain  had  so  much  di- 
minished that  the  sufferer  could  rest  his  feet  upon  the  ground  ;  and  in 
five  weeks,  the  swelling,  pain,  and  all  the  morbid  symptoms,  disappeared. 


Medicinische  Zeilung. — This  Journal,  published  at  Berlin,  is  a  single 
sheet,  folio,  about  the  size  of  a  foolscap  sheet  of  writing  paper — and 
therefore  has  but  four  pages,  it  appears  weekly,  and  costs  three  dollars 
and  about  two  thirds,  per  year.  In  this  there  is  a  variety  of  medical  news,, 
local  as  well  as  foreign.  There  are  three  editors  to  it,  small  as  it  is,  viz. 
Rust,  Eck  and  Grossheim.  Whatever  is  interesting  in  relation  to  ap- 
pointments and  medical  movements,  generally,  in  the  army,  is  to  be  found 
in  it.  The  editors  are  a  committee  of  a  society  called  the  Prussian  Medi- 
cal Association,  and  the  Journal  is  called,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  that  Society.  Although  its  rank  is  not  high,  it  is  a  kind  of 
indispensable  publication  which  professional  men  read  with  delight. 


Neiv  Method  of  obtaining  Creosote. — Distil,  says  the  Jlnnali  di  Medicina, 
wood  tar  from  the  willow,  at  an  elevated  temperature,  from  a  tinned' cop- 
per retort,  until  the  residue  has  the  consistence  of  soft  pitch.  Re-distil 
the  liquor  passed  over,  till  its  residue  resembles  the  former.  The  liquor, 
neutralized  by  subcarbonate  of  potass  or  lime  water,  is  re-distilled  till  all 
the  oil  of  creosote  has  passed  over.  The  oil  is  dissolved  in  caustic  potass, 
from  which,  after  simmering  a  little  in  a  porcelain  vessel  and  cooling  it, 
the  eupione,  which  floats,  is  easily  separated.  The  same  operation  is  re- 
peated with  the  eupione,  to  remove  all  the  oil  that  is  united  to  it.  The 
soponaceous  liquor,  treated  with  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  is  distilled  into 
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water,  from  which  creosote  is  separated,  and  the  water  saturated  with 
creosote  is  kept  for  external  use,  or  re-distilled  for  a  concentrated  acetic 
acid,  of  a  pungent  and  most  agreeable  odor. 


Treatment  of  Dysentery. — Prof.  Yandell  has  published  several  cases 
of  dysentery  in  the  Transylvania  Journal,  with  the  design  of  showing 
the  variableness  in  the  indications  of  this  disease,  in  different  seasons, 
and  in  different  individuals  the  same  season.  Such  variation  is  not  new, 
being  particularly  alluded  to  by  Sydenham,  who  found  that  the  successful 
treatment  of  one  year  had  no  effect  on  the  disease  the  following  year. 
Prof.  Y.'s  experience  leads  him  to  the  same  conclusion.  Many  mild 
cases  he  has  found  to  yield  to  calomel  and  ipecac,  in  small  doses,  with  hot 
stimulating  applications  externally  when  the  surface  is  cold,  and  warm 
drinks.  In  others,  this  mode  gave  no  relief,  and  the  substitution  of  ep- 
som  salts,  the  effervescing  draught,  and  ice  occasionally,  removed  the 
dysenteric  symptoms  at  once. 


Infusion  of  Rhubarb. — The  roots  cut  down  are  to  be  placed  in  the  car- 
bonate of  potash,  in  the  requisite  quantity  of  cold  distilled  water.  The 
vessel  should  then  be  introduced  into  a  steam  apparatus,  and  allowed  to 
digest  at  the  temperature  of  189  1-2  degrees.  It  should  then  be  filtered, 
and  after  the  addition  of  cinnamon  water,  placed  in  a  cool  situation. 
This  infusion  contains  very  little  starch,  and  will  keep  longer  than  when 
prepared  with  boiling  water. — Records  of  General  Sciences. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  October  1,  48.    Males,  24 — females, 24 

Bleeding  at  the  lungs,  1— infantile,  5— dysentery,  4— intermittent  fever,  1 —consumption,  7— old 
age,  2— teething,  3— child-bed, 1 — quinsy  1, — bowel  complaint,  3— cholera  infantum,  3— suicide,  1 — 
canker  in  the  bowels,  1 — burn,  1 — brain  fever,  1— convulsions,  1 — cancer,  1 — bilious  fever,  1 — hives,  1 
— fits,  1— infiammatiou  of  bowels,  2 — worms,  1 — dropsy,  1 — stillborn,  2. 


PROLAPSUS  UTERI  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO  ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
Uteri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity 
from  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skiiful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Uteio  Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  &  REED,  Boston. 

Oct.  5— 6m  DAVID  KIMBALL,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

JOSHUA  DURGIN,  Portland,  Me. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction,  in  Yale  College,  begins  on  Thursday,  Nov.  3d,  1836,  and  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.  There  are  at  least  five  lectures  daily  through  the  term,  and  a  part  of  the 
time  six.    The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Eli  Ives,  M  D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D.  • 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  William  Tully,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 
Obstetrics,  by  Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

The  several  courses  in  all  the  departments  are  full  and  complete,  and  the  means  of  illustration 
ample. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7,50;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $12,50  each,  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6— amounting  to 
$76 — the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 

All  the  necessary  expenses  of  living  in  New  Haven  during  the  winter  are  from  $2  to  $4  a  week, 
according  to  the  accommodations  required.  6t 

Yale  College,  Sept.  1,  1836. 
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Walter  Charming,  M.D. 
Geo.  Hay  ward,  M.D. 
John  Randall,  M.D 
Enoch  Hale,  Jr.  M.D. 


BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 

THE  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  Physicians,  viz.  : 

John  C.  Warren,  M.D. 

Rufus  VVynian,  M.D. 

Geo.  C.  Shattuck,  M.D. 

Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  3d,  1836,  a  premium  of  Fifty 
Dollars,  or  a  Gold  Medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  M.D.  of  Boston,  for 
a  Dissertation  on  the  following  question  :  "  How  far  are  the  external  means  of  exploring  the  condi- 
tion of  the  internal  organs  to  he  considered  useful  and  important  in  medical  pianke  r " 

There  were  two  other  dissertations  on  the  same  subject  of  so  high  a  chaiacter,  that  the  Committee 
were  desirous  of  bestowing  upon  them  some  maik  of  their  approbation.  But  they  could  not  draw 
upon  the  Boylston  fund  for  more  than  one  premium  on  each  question.  The  necessary  means,  how- 
ever, were  furnished  in  another  way,  and  a  prize  of  Fifty  Dollars  was  awarded  by  an  unanimous 
vote  to  each  of  the  authors  of  these  dissertations.  One  of  them  was  written  by  Robert  W.  Haxall, 
M.D.  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  the  other  by  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.  of  Deny,  N.  H. 

The  following  Prize  Gtuestmns  for  the  year  1837,  are  now  before  the  public,  viz.  : 

1st.  "  What  is  the  nature  of  Neuralgia,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treating  it  ?" 

2d.  "To  what  extent  and  in  what  places  has  Intermittent  Fever  been  indigenous  in  New 
England  ?» 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1837. 
The  following  (Questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1838,  viz.  ; 

1st.  "  What  are  the  anatomical  characters  of  Typhous  Fever,  and  what  is  the  best  mode  of  treat- 
ing this  disease  .?" 

'id.  i4  What,  are  the  causes,  seat  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous  Inflammation  ?  (Erythema 
Erysipelatosum  of  Good.") 

Dissertations  on  these  questions  must  be  transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1838. 

The  author  of  the  successful  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects,  will  be  entitled  to 
Fifty  Dollars,  or  a  Gold  Medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  with  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  de- 
vice or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same 
device  or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached, 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  tin-  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  !82oj  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz.  :. 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vjte  in  connection  therewith,  GEORGE  HAYWARD,  Sec'y. 

Boston,  Aug.  24,  1836. 

***  Publishers  of  Newspapers  and  Medical  Journals,  throughout  the  United  States,  are  respectfully 
requested  to  give  the  above  an  insertion.  4teop — A  24 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CALCU- 
LOUS DISEASES. 

by  Benjamin  w.  dud  ley,  m.d.  Lexington,  ky. 

In  the  whole  range  of  surgery  there  is  probably  no  subject  in  which  is 
to  be  found  a  greater  variety  of  unprofitable  suggestions,  than  that  in- 
volving the  cause  productive  of  calculous  diseases.  Until  we  shall  have 
been  rendered  familiar  with  the  laws  of  nature,  and  can  comprehend  the 
alliance  subsisting  between  the  healthy  and  morbid  actions  of  the  differ- 
ent organs  of  the  body,  there  can  be  but  little  accomplished  in  regard 
either  to  the  rational  prevention,  or  the  cure  of  disease.  That  the  skin, 
the  lungs,  the  bowels,  and  the  urinary  organs  constitute  so  many  avenues 
through  which  nature  expels,  by  a  secretory  process,  materials  no  longer 
suited  to  the  sustenance  and  well-being  of  the  system,  is  a  position  the 
truth  of  which  cannot  be  doubted.  The  variety  in  the  conformation  of 
the  organs  engaged  in  the  process,  need  not  be  urged  against  a  fact  well 
ascertained.  The  causes  of  calculus,  whatever  they  may  be,  and  how- 
ever diversified  in  character,  must  produce  their  primary  effects  upon  the 
general  system  ;  while  the  location  of  the  disease  upon  the  urinary  or- 
gans, is  an  incidental  and  secondary  action.  In  warm  climates,  it  is  a 
malady  of  very  rare  occurrence  ;  the  morbid  association  being  greater 
between  the  bowels,  the  skin,  and  the  organs  receiving  the  primary  im- 
press of  disease.  In  very  high  latitudes,  and  cold  countries,  the  disease 
is  equally  rare  ;  of  which,  evidence  is  drawn  from  the  fact,  that  as  many 
cases  have  been  operated  upon  for  stone  here,  in  one  season,  as  appear 
to  have  occurred  in  all  New  England,  in  a  period  of  twenty  years.  It 
is  in  temperate  regions,  and  especially  where  the  waters  are  of  an  im- 
pure quality,  holding  in  solution  carbonate  of  lime,  and  other  mineral 
substances  unfriendly  to  the  healthy  and  vigorous  action  of  the  stomach, 
that  it  is  familiarly  known  in  all  classes  of  society,  and  is  acknowledged 
to  be  one  of  great  and  distressing  frequency. 

That  incidental  cases  of  the  malady  may  ensue  upon  exudations  of 
blood,  which  become  nuclei  for  calculous  concretions,  upon  the  secre- 
tion of  coagulable  lymph,  or  the  too  great  and  habitual  retention  of  the 
contents  of  the  bladder,  can  scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt.  This,  however, 
does  not  constitute  the  first  step  towards  the  explanation  of  the  lithic 
diathesis  in  the  system,  and  the  formation  of  calculi  in  the  bladder.  A 
drop  of  blood,  or  a  detached  globule  of  lymph,  a  bullet,  a  portion  of  a 
catheter,  or  any  other  solid  substance  introduced  and  retained  in  pre- 
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sence  of,  or  surrounded  by  the  urinary  secretion,  may  supply  a  nucleus, 
around  which  the  calculous  accretions  will  be  formed.  Such  cases  af- 
ford neither  the  facts,  nor  can  the  inferences  be  drawn,  with  a  view  to 
the  explanation  of  a  great  majority  of  the  cases  that  occur  in  practice. 
The  disease  is  common  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  in  their  desire  to  account 
for  its  frequency,  the  great  consumption  of  malt  liquors  is  seized  upon 
as  a  fact  in  explaining  the  calculous  affections  of  the  urinary  organs; 
but  in  France,  where  the  whole  population  is  in  the  habitual  use  of 
vinous  liquors,  the  disease  is  probably  more  common,  and  with  reasons 
equally  plausible  it  is  in  that  country  ascribed  to  the  consumption  of 
wines  of  an  inferior  quality  ;  while,  in  the  absence  of  both  these  causes, 
in  the  United  States,  it  has  been,  with  not  less  confidence,  referred  to 
the  effects  of  lime-stone  waters  on  the  system. 

A  distinguished  graduate  of  this  institution  has  made  a  variety  of  ob- 
servations upon  the  effects  of  cantharides  as  a  cause  of  calculus  among 
children.  Having  witnessed  several  cases  of  calculus  among  those  who 
had  been  afflicted  with  bowel  complaints  where  blisters  were  resorted  to 
in  the  cure,  he  was  hence  inclined  to  draw  the  inference,  that  cantha- 
rides in  their  effects  upon  the  urinary  organs  predisposed  to  calculus. 
But  if  those  who  have  been  the  subjects  of  tedious  attacks  of  abdomi- 
nal disease  are  especially  inclined  to  calculous  accretions,  whatever  the 
treatment,  or  the  neglect  of  the  case,  then  the  suggestion  in  regard  to 
the  effects  of  cantharides  is  entitled  to  but  little  consideration  ;  or  at 
least,  to  no  more  than  any  other  possible  cause  in  supplying  a  nucleus 
for  the  disease. 

The  popular  opinions  and  prejudices  of  every  country  upon  unsettled 
questions  in  the  profession,  are  worthy  of  regard,  as  furnishing  materials 
connected  with  the  customs  and  habits  of  society,  out  of  which  correct 
inferences  may  be  drawn,  truth  unveiled,  and  practical  science  advanced. 
The  cause  of  calculous  diseases,  however  obscure  in  its  seat  and  prima- 
ry mode  of  action,  must  be  sought  for  in  the  general  system  ;  while  the 
affection  of  the  urinary  organs  consists  in  a  location  of  the  morbid  ac- 
tions of  the  body  upon  these  parts.  Hence  calculus  is  conceived  to  be 
a  secondary  disease,  except  where  manifest  local  causes  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  account  for  its  production  ;  and  according  as  the  habits  and 
modes  of  living  of  different  countries  conduce  to  derangement  of  the 
organs  engaged  in  receiving  and  appropriating  the  food,  notwithstanding 
the  variety  of  remote  causes,  the  effect  may  be  the  same — the  produc- 
tion of  calculi.  Crude  materials,  from  a  defective  action  of  the  diges- 
tive organs,  thrown  into  the  circulation  for  the  purposes  of  nutriment 
and  growth,  must  engage,  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  safe  or  proper, 
those  organs  which  are  relied  upon  by  nature  to  separate  and  throw  off 
the  noxious  and  useless  part  of  the  circulating  fluids.  Whether,  there- 
fore, the  stomach  and  bowels  be  deranged  by  the  use  of  sour  wines,  un- 
wholesome malt  liquors,  impure  waters,  or  improper  articles  of  food,  the 
result  is  a  transmission  of  nutriment  to  the  system  not  properly  elaborat- 
ed, the  injurious  portions  of  which  must  be  separated  by  the  skin,  the 
kidneys,  or  the  bowels,  as  the  emunctories  of  nature.  The  activity  of 
the  urinary  organs  at,  or  about  the  subsidence  and  cure  of  fevers  of  a 
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protracted  character,  in  relieving  the  system  of  materials  no  longer  suited 
to  the  healthy  purposes  of  the  economy,  is  matter  of  notoriety  to  every 
observer,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a' rational  inference,  that  where  nature 
has  selected  this  outlet  for  substances  no  longer  necessary,  the  liabili- 
ty to  calculous  accretions  is  in  proportion  to  the  unexcitable  state  of  the 
organ,  that  for  a  time  retains  the  secreted  fluid.  Where  the  bladder  is 
lively  in  its  sensibilities,  and  the  calls  of  nature  are  attended  in  season, 
the  retention  of  the  urine  in  that  organ  is  not  ordinarily  sufficient  to 
admit  of  the  formation  of  calculi ;  but  in  those  more  incorrigible  cases, 
where  t he  nuclei  of  the  disease  are  formed  and  arrive  at  considerable 
magnitude  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  consequently,  before  they 
have  reached  the  bladder,  all  remedies  hitherto  suggested  are  doubtful 
in  their  effects,  and  merit  but  a  small  share  of  confidence  as  lithontriptics. 

But,  that  neither  of  the  causes  to  which  calculus  has  been  referred, 
in  different  countries  where  the  disease  is  of  frequent  occurrence,  is  di- 
rectly concerned  in  its  production,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  it 
is  a  disease  more  especially  incident  to  childhood  and  to  old  age  ;  while 
matured  constitutions,  and  vigorous  life,  rarely  become  the  subjects  of 
attack. 

Many  children  on  whom  the  operation  has  been  performed  were  great 
sufferers  in  cholera  infantum  previous  to  any  symptoms  of  calculus  in 
the  bladder ;  and  of  the  whole  number  that  have  been  relieved  by  the 
operation,  eight  or  nine  were  most  probably  born  with  the  complaint  up- 
on them  ;  as  symptoms  the  least  equivocal,  and  most  distressing  in  char- 
acter, appeared  during  the  first  two  weeks  after  birth.  At  the  time  of 
writing  this  article,  a  young  man  is  under  a  course  of  treatment  for  the 
operation,  whose  mother  traces  the  disease  back  to  his  earliest  infancy. 
But  while  conclusive  evidence  has  been  adduced,  in  the  number  of  cases, 
to  satisfy  my  mind  of  the  occasional  existence  of  the  disease  at  birth, 
no  observations  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  detect  the  cause  of  the 
malady  in  the  particular  state  of  the  constitution,  or  health  of  the  moth- 
er. The  well-known  maternal  influence,  however,  in  the  production 
and  propagation  of  other  diseases  to  the  foetus  in  utero,  would  justify  the 
inference  in  regard  to  this. 

Many  of  the  cases  that  have  been  brought  here  for  the  operation  had 
been  repeatedly  attacked  by  the  aggravated  form  of  intermittent  fever. 
Chronic  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs  previous  to  any  manifest 
symptoms  of  the  existence  of  calculus,  as  well  as  during  its  continued 
accretion,  has  been  a  distinguishing  feature  in  the  history  of  a  majority 
of  those  cases  where  there  was  sufficient  intelligence  on  the  part  of  the 
patient  to  give  a  correct  narrative  of  his  case  ;  but  a  large  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  those  operated  upon  were  of  a  class  not  accustom- 
ed to  much  restraint  in  their  manner  of  living,  and  whose  promiscuous 
table  embraces  the  most  crude  and  indigestible  articles  of  food. 

No  circumstance  is  better  calculated  to  show  the  close  connection  be- 
tween this  disease  and  the  particular  condition  of  the  digestive  organs, 
than  that  which  is  so  frequently  observed  during  the  treatment  prepara- 
tory to  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  A  subject  of  the  malady  who  may 
have  suffered  intensely  for  months,  or  for  years,  has  been  known  to  be 


152        On  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Calculous  Diseases. 

so  completely  relieved  by  those  medicines  selected  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating  the  digestive  organs,  and  of  preparing  the  system  for  the  ope- 
ration, as  to  retire  satisfied  with  the  benefit  he  had  derived,  under  the 
delusive  impression,  that  by  occasional  recurrence  to  the  use  of  the  same 
medicines,  the  operation  might  be  avoided.  Where  the  general  system 
is  maintained  healthy  under  the  influence  of  calculus,  there  are  also 
cases  in  which  the  use  of  particular  articles  is  calculated  to  obtund  the 
sensibilities  of  the  bladder,  and  thus  preserve  the  patient  in  a  tolerable 
state  of  repose.  A  British  Admiral,  according  to  Sir  A.  Cooper,  was  so 
completely  relieved  of  all  the  most  distressing  symptoms  of  calculus,  by 
the  use  of  calcined  magnesia,  that  he  continued  to  take  the  medicine  to 
the  extent  of  a  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  for  many  years,  and  was 
thereby  enabled  to  attend  to  all  the  active  and  laborious  duties  of  his 
profession.  By  the  use  of  a  remedy  of  the  same  class,  the  carbonate 
of  soda,  the  water  of  crystallization  being  expelled  by  means  of  heat,  I 
succeeded  in  one  case,  in  bringing  off  large  quantities  of  calculous  ma- 
terial, bearing  the  appearance  of  having  been  partially  re-dissolved  in 
the  bladder,  and  thus  secured  a  like  degree  of  repose  to  the  patient. 
But  such  cases  are  so  rare,  and  the  remedy  so  delusive  in  its  effects, 
that,  like  lights  set  up  to  decoy,  they  are  calculated  to  injure  by  delay  ; 
or  at  least  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  to  protract  the  sufferings  of  the 
patient,  and  to  make  the  ultimate  resort  to  the  operation  more  doubtful 
in  its  result. 

The  variety  of  empirical  prescriptions  under  the  head  of  lithontrip- 
tics,  which  are  used  in  calculous  diseases,  are  proved  to  be  void  of  these 
virtues,  while  they  have,  most  generally,  a  deleterious  influence  upon  the 
urinary  organs.  A  large  proportion  of  them  are  among  the  active  diuretics, 
which,  by  increasing  secretion,  keep  those  organs  excited,  which  are  al- 
ready too  much  disturbed.  Others  are  of  a  nature  that  stimulate  the 
bladder  to  frequent  and  violent  morbid  contractions,  whereby  the  more 
distressing  symptoms  are  aggravated  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  have  caused 
in  some  instances  a  rupture  of  a  portion  of  its  outer  coats,  the  inner  thus 
protruding  so  as  to  constitute  hernia;  the  calculus  being  in  this  manner 
isolated,  and  placed  without  the  common  cavity  of  the  organ. 

A  highly  intelligent  gentleman,  active  in  his  habits,  and  vigorous  in 
intellect,  experimented  upon  himself  for  fifteen  years,  under  circumstan- 
ces of  the  utmost  caution  and  prudence,  using  the  entire  class  of  reme- 
dies without  benefit  ;  and  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  when  he  submitted  to 
the  operation,  did  not  hesitate  to  affirm  his  conviction,  not  only  of  the 
entire  inefficacy  of  all  internal  remedies,  but  of  the  great  and  lasting  in- 
jury resulting  to  the  general  system,  and  to  the  organs  particularly  involv- 
ed, from  their  effects  on  both. 

Calculous  affections  are  more  commonly  met  with  among  children 
who  have  been  neglected,  and  who  have  suffered  much  with  abdominal 
diseases;  and  yet  under  similar  circumstances,  there  is  a  remarkable  dif- 
ference between  the  liability  of  the  male  and  female  to  these  disorders. 
Out  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  individuals  who  have  submitted  to 
the  operation,  eight  only  were  females;  of  whom,  two  were  married, 
one  a  maid  of  twenty  years,  and  the  remaining  five,  children.    But  the 
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comparative  freedom  of  the  Africans,  from  the  disease  in  question,  is  a 
fact  more  difficult  to  account  for.  With  all  his  disregard  to  prudence, 
and  his  unrestrained  indulgence  in  every  species  of  food,  and  notwith- 
standing his  liability  to  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs,  still  he  is  pre- 
served comparatively  free  from  calculous  affections.  Of  all  the  calcu- 
lous cases  that  have  been  under  treatment,  five  Africans  only  have  been 
operated  upon,  all  of  whom  were  children,  and  not  one  of  the  number  a 
female. 

The  return  of  the  malady  is  so  rare,  as  to  constitute  no  obstacle  to 
the  operation  among  the  afflicted  ;  and  yet  I  have  seen  Boyer  perform 
it  for  the  third  time  on  the  same  patient :  and,  in  my  own  practice,  a 
second  operation  was  resorted  to  in  the  case  of  the  African  who  was 
last  under  treatment,  and  only  about  twelve  months  subsequently,  when 
a  calculus  equal  in  magnitude  to  the  first,  was  extracted.  A  perfect  im- 
munity from  an  attack  seems  more  generally  to  be  the  result  of  the 
operation. 

The  conditions  under  which  the  operation  may  be  performed  with 
the  best  prospects  of  success,  merit  the  special  consideration  of  the  sur- 
geon. He  is  cautioned  against  its  consequences  by  authors,  in  those  cases 
that  are  attended  by  ulcerations  of  the  bladder,  by  haemorrhage,  and  by 
enlargement  and  inflammation  of  the  prostate  gland.  But  of  all  states 
of  the  organs,  that  wherein  there  is  great  reduction  in  size,  with  a  ribbed 
and  indurated  interior,  as  indicated  by  the  movement  of  the  sound  in 
exploring  its  cavity,  is  the  least  propitious  to  recovery.  Such  a  disease 
of  the  bladder  is  independent  of,  although  an  occasional  attendant  upon 
calculus,  and  in  all  instances  of  its  occurrence,  it  is  found  to  be  the 
most  destructive  in  its  tendency.  The  calculous  accumulations,  in  these 
cases,  amount  to  little  more  than  a  collection  of  sand,  which  the  organ  is 
incapable  of  expelling  ;  while  the  suffering  of  the  patient  is  of  the  most 
excruciating  kind.  In  the  progress  of  preparation  for  the  operation,  it 
of  en  happens  that  all  the  more  immediately  distressing  symptoms  are  to 
a  remarkable  degree  allayed,  and  that  the  active  form  of  the  organs  dis- 
eased is  not  less  agreeably  changed  in  character.  Haemorrhage  no  long- 
er recurs;  discharges  of  pus  and  mucus  subside;  thick,  muddy,  ropy 
urine  is  converted  into  a  pale,  limpid  fluid,  and  from  being  excessively 
offensive,  becomes  comparatively  inodorous;  the  small,  frequent  and 
painful  evacuations  are  also  replaced  by  full,  free  and  copious  discharges 
from  the  bladder.  All  these  symptoms,  which  have  presented  so  many- 
difficulties  to  the  surgeon,  have  been  often  known  to  subside  under  the 
preparative  course  of  treatment. 

Among  the  remedies  belonging  to  the  preparatory  treatment,  and  with 
reference  especially  to  the  condition  of  the  bladder  just  referred  to,  the 
warmbath  occupies  a  conspicuous  place.  Its  influence  in  checking  spas- 
modic affections  of  the  bladder,  proceeding  from  stone,  and  other  causes, 
is  familiar  to  every  surgeon.  Its  tendency  to  calm  deranged  action  in 
bloodvessels  by  establishing  secretion,  and  by  promoting  healthy  action 
in  the  skin,  is  not  less  familiarly  known  ;  and  the  lively,  and  indissolu- 
ble connection  subsisting  between  the  skin  and  the  digestive  organs,  se- 
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wherein  it  produces  an  agreeable  effect  upon  the  surface.  By  means  of 
the  warm  bath,  added  to  the  free  and  judicious  use  of  emetics,  repeated 
as  they  may  be  indicated  by  the  deranged  state  of  the  stomach,  or  the 
febrile  condition  of  the  system,  together  with  mercurial  cathartics,  as  call- 
ed for  by  the  state  of  the  liver  and  bowels,  much  may  be  done  towards 
preparing  the  calculous  patient  for  a  successful  issue,  when  the  opera- 
tion is  performed.  But  the  diet  and  drinks  are  not  less  important  items 
than  medical  prescriptions,  with  a  view  to  place  the  patient  in  a  state  of 
safety.  Such  articles  of  food  and  drink  as  impose  the  smallest  amount 
of  labor  upon  the  digestive  organs,  and  communicate  the  least  excite- 
ment to  the  general  system,  should  always  be  selected  ;  and,  in  addition, 
the  patient  must  be  restricted  in  regard  to  the  quantity,  as  well  as  the 
quality  of  his  food.  Excess  may  be  committed  in  the  quantity  of  food 
consumed,  however  mild  and  unirritating  it  may  be  in  quality,  and  in  all 
cases  of  a  deranged,  or  excited  state  of  the  system,  and  especially  when 
to  this  is  to  be  added  the  shock  of  a  capital  operation,  such  an  indiscre- 
tion should  be  guarded  against.  Some  cases  of  calculus  have  been  un- 
der my  charge,  where  the  general  system  gave  such  evidences  of  a  fa- 
vorable state,  that  the  operation  was  performed  without  delay,  except  so 
far  as  to  administer  a  single  dose  of  medicine  to  evacuate  the  bowels ; 
while  on  other  occasions,  the  patient  has  required  medical  attention  for 
two  or  three  months,  to  place  him  in  a  condition  to  justify  the  operation. 
In  every  instance,  however,  it  is  an  object  of  primary  importance,  that 
all  morbid  action  in  the  general  system,  or  in  any  of  the  individual  or- 
gans, exclusive  of  what  is  the  immediate  consequence  of  the  presence 
of  the  stone  in  the  bladder,  should  be  removed  before  the  operation  is 
performed.  A  defect  in  the  circle  of  animal  actions,  so  obscure  in  its 
influence  on  remote  organs,  as  to  have  escaped  observation,  is  often  call- 
ed into  active  existence  by  the  shock  of  a  severe  operation.  For  sev- 
eral seasons  succeeding  to  the  fatal  epidemic  of  the  winter  of  1813-14,  no 
operation  of  magnitude  was  performed,  and  no  severe  injury  in  person 
was  sustained,  when  the  patient  under  my  charge  escaped  an  attack  of 
bilious  fever.  This  was  generally  developed  previous  to  the  third  day  ; 
very  often  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  operation  ;  and  notwith- 
standing all  the  caution  used,  in  the  discreet  exhibition  of  medicine,  se- 
vere fever  almost  uniformly  ensued.  But,  while  the  liability  to  this  fe- 
ver has  gradually  subsided,  observation  has  constantly  impressed  upon 
me  the  paramount  importance  of  putting  the  general  system  of  all  pa- 
tients requiring  operations  into  a  healthy  state,  in  order  to  ensure  a  hap- 
py issue.  1  am  the  more  explicit  here,  because  1  know  that  many  sur- 
geons pay  but  little  attention  to  the  medical  treatment  of  their  patients, 
either  before  or  after  an  operation  ;  while  they  esteem  their  labor  as 
nearly  at  an  end  when  the  dressings  have  been  properly  adjusted  to  the 
wound.  This  is  indeed  a  very  partial  view  of  professional  responsibility, 
and  leads  to  consequences  not  less  fatal  to  society,  than  humiliating  to 
the  practitioner.  The  preparation  for,  and  the  treatment  consequent  to, 
all  critical  operations,  is  even  more  important  than  the  greatest  skill  in 
the  use  of  instruments.  Why  the  European  surgeon  bestows  so  little 
attention  upon  his  patients'  general  health,  has  ever  been  matter  of  sur- 
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prise  to  me  ;  for  although  he  may  receive  his  patient  from  the  hands  of 
the  physician,  the  practice  of  the  two  being  maintained  separate  and 
distinct;  still,  it  is  manifest,  that  improvements  cannot  be  made,  or 
the  practice  of  surgery  successfully  pursued,  except  by  constant  refer- 
ence to  those  laws  of  life,  and  the  principles  of  physiology,  which  con- 
stitute equally  the  basis  of  practical  medicine  and  of  surgical  skill.  It 
avails  nothing  to  the  unfortunate  sufferer,  whatever  may  be  the  skill  dis- 
played by  his  surgeon  in  the  use  of  instruments  upon  his  person,  when 
his  system  sinks,  and  the  powers  of  nature  fail,  or  when  inflammation 
and  death  supervene  upon  the  use  of  the  knife.  It  is  equally  the  duty 
of  the  surgeon  to  know,  before  his  operation  is  performed,  when  his  pa- 
tient's system  is  defective  in  restorative  power,  as  also  when  causes  of 
disease  lie  dormant,  which  being  aroused  and  put  into  an  active  state,  are 
calculated  to  endanger  or  destroy  life.  Unless  he  understands  when,  as 
well  as  how  to  execute,  and  is  also  prepared  to  control  the  morbid  ac- 
tions of  the  system  consequent  upon  his  interference,  it  were  better  to 
trust  all  to  nature. 

(To  be  continued.) 


TREATMENT  OF  PHTHISIS. 

[A  work  has  recently  appeared  in  Germany  on  this  thread-bare  but  im- 
portant subject,  by  Dr.  Sachs.  It  is  reviewed  in  the  last  number  of  the 
American  Journal,  from  which  we  select  the  following  remarks  and 
quotation.] 

Another  great  obstacle  to  success  is,  the  remarkable  disposition  of  indi- 
viduals affected  with  phthisis,  to  cheat  themselves  by  a  fatal  delusion  in 
regard  to  the  nature  and  consequences  of  their  malady.  Even  in  the 
midst  of  danger,  they  easily  persuade  themselves  that  they  are  safe,  and 
under  the  influence  of  pain  and  suffering,  they  are  so  buoyed  up,  that  a 
thought  or  apprehension  of  death  does  not  ruffle  the  serenity  and  bright- 
ness of  hope  for  a  single  moment.  This  peculiarity  of  the  disease  en- 
courages a  fatal  security.  No  mischief  being  apprehended,  the  ravages 
of  the  morbid  process  are  allowed  to  progress  unrestrained,  and  if  ad- 
vice is  sought,  it  is  so  loosely  followed,  that  the  time  for  doing  good  is 
allowed  to  pass,  until  in  the  end,  destruction  becomes  so  Brmly  rooted 
that  no  earthly  power  can  displace  it. 

An  additional  obstacle  to  success  is,  according  to  Dr.  Sachs,  the  keen, 
sometimes,  indeed,  preternatural  appetite  often  possessed  by  phthisical 
patients,  even  up  to  the  period  of  death,  except  when  the  disease  is  asso- 
ciated with  some  abdominal  affection.  There  are  but  few  practitioners 
of  much  experience,  who  have  not  had  occasion  to  witness  this  pecu- 
liarity, which  is  sometimes  so  strongly  developed,  that  all  fears  of  death 
seem  to  be  completely  arrested  by  the  craving  for  food,  although  the 
powers  of  life  may  be  on  the  point  of  yielding  up  the  conflict  under  the 
last  struggle.  This  great  desire  of  food,  especially  during  the  early 
stages  of  the  disease,  and  while  the  alimentary  canal  remains  in  a  healthy 
condition,  has  been  supposed  by  some  to  be  a  kind  of  instinctive  call  of 
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nature  to  obviate  the  emaciation  ;  but  however  this  may  be,  no  one  can 
be  ignorant  that  indulgence,  under  such  circumstances,  tends  greatly  to 
give  rise  to  additional  disturbances  of  function,  to  develope  new  compli- 
cations, and  rather  to  increase  than  prevent  the  emaciation. 

The  author  thinks,  that,  in  phthisis,  the  nerves  which  supply  the 
lungs  and  the  stomach  are  in  a  state  of  preternatual  excitability,  associa- 
ted with  diminished  energy,  a  condition  which  he  denominates  atoniam 
versatilam,  and  that  repletion  of  the  stomach  not  only  proves  mischiev- 
ous by  its  mechanical  agency,  in  preventing  the  descent  of  the  diaphragm 
and  the  consequent  free  play  of  the  lungs,  but  also,  by  morbidly  affect- 
ing the  nerves  common  to  both  organs.  When,  therefore,  individuals 
affected  with  this  disease,  are  induced  by  the  cravings  of  appetite  to  in- 
dulge freely  in  food,  even  though  they  may  not  be  conscious  of  commit- 
ting an  excess,  they  experience  immediately  an  increase  in  the  embarrass- 
ment of  respiration  and  their  feeling  of  discomfort;  the  circulation  is  ac- 
celerated, and  manifest  febrile  phenomena  are  developed,  where  none 
were  evident  before  ;  or,  if  fever  already  existed,  the  symptoms  experi- 
ence a  notable  exasperation  ;  but  what  is  still  more  than  this,  the  organ 
already  affected  being  by  this  cause  seriously  oppressed  and  embarrassed 
in  its  actions,  and  having,  at  the  same  time,  its  vital  acts  preternaturally 
stimulated  by  the  febrile  disturbance,  becomes  the  focus  of  additional 
derangements,  and  the  inflammation  implicating  its  textures  is  increased 
in  intensity.  In  addition  to  this,  the  digestive  function  is  impaired  by 
the  supervention  of  the  febrile  action,  and  as  the  food  cannot  be  convert- 
ed into  healthy  chyle,  the  properties  of  the  blood  become  deteriorated, 
rendering  it  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  nutrition,  and  the  formation  of 
healthy  secretions  and  excretions. 

These  considerations,  the  author  remarks,  have  induced  him,  for  several 
years  past,  to  pay  particular  attention  to  diet  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis, 
and,  instead  of  allowing  patients  to  indulge  in  a  considerable  quantity  of 
food  taken  at  the  usual  period  of  meals,  to  restrict  them  with  great  se- 
verity to  a  small  quantity  of  easy  digestion,  to  be  taken  every  hour,  or 
every  two  hours,  so  that  they  should  neither  experience  too  much  hun- 
ger, nor  indulge  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce  the  sensation  of  satiety. 
The  result  of  this  course  of  procedure  in  those  individuals  (unfortunate- 
ly too  few  in  number),  who  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  carry  it  out  strict- 
ly, was  highly  salutary. 

The  following  are  the  axioms  prescribed  by  Dr,  Sachs,  to  be  observed 
in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  : — 

"  1.  No  course  is  better  adapted  to  the  mild  degree  of  chronic  in- 
flammation which  exists  in  phthisis,  than  a  course  of  diet,  artificially  ap- 
portioned to  the  degree  of  hunger,  as  well  on  account  of  the  efficacy  of 
such  a  course  in  averting  the  disposition  which  this  grade  of  inflamma- 
tion has  to  terminate  in  the  development  of  various  morbid  products,  as 
pus,  hypertrophy,  pseudo-organized  formations,  he.  as  the  agency  of 
hunger  in  destroying  tlx;  plastic  materials  which  are  generated.  It  will 
be  constantly  observed,  under  a  proper  adherence  to  this  dietetic  disci- 
pline for  some  time,  that  when  the  patient  is  constantly  kept  in  a  state  of 
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slight  hunger,  the  cough,  if  before  constant,  severe,  and  harassing,  will 
be  greatly  mitigated,  and  rendered  far  less  frequent. 

"  2.  Not  only  does  the  preservation  of  the  individual  in  this  state  of 
slight  hunger,  restrain  the  chronic  inflammation,  and,  with  it,  the  genera- 
tion of  purulent  matter,  but  it  also  destroys  the  tendency  which  the  irri- 
tation, excited  by  this  cause,  has  to  develope  new  foci  of  inflammation, 
and  by  promoting  the  absorption  of  the  pus  already  poured  out,  renders 
it  innocuous.  What,  in  effect,  can  contribute  more  than  hunger  to  in- 
crease the  process  of  absorption  ?  That  we  may  be  enabled  to  fully  ap- 
preciate all  the  importance  of  this  point,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
free  ourselves  of  a  great  and  common  error,  which  supposes  that  the 
absorption  of  pus  into  the  blood  is  productive  of  mischievous  consequen- 
ces. Pus,  indeed  (1  do  not  mean  sanies  or  an  ichorous  fluid),  consists 
of  a  plastic  material,  closely  allied  in  its  properties  to  the  blood,  and 
cannot,  consequently,  by  its  introduction  into,  or  its  admixture  with  that 
fluid,  tend  to  promote  its  corruption.  The  common  error  upon  this  sub- 
ject could  only  have  originated  in  a  false  interpretation  of  the  phenome- 
na observed  in  many  cases  of  hectic  fever,  in  which  it  was  inferred  that  the 
disease  owed  its  origin  either  to  an  effusion  of  purulent  matter,  an  obsta- 
cle to  the  escape  of  that  fluid,  or  some  perversion  of  its  properties.  In 
these  cases,  however,  the  cause  is  not  to  be  sought  in  the  absorption  of 
pus  into  the  blood,  and  a  contamination  of  that  fluid  (a  thing  which  phy- 
siology teaches  cannot  happen).  In  the  first  place,  the  great  loss  of 
plastic  materials  of  the  blood  which  are  consumed  in  the  generation  of 
pus,  may  very  readily  give  rise  to  hectic  fever.  Hectic,  in  the  second 
case,  may,  indeed,  be  induced  by  the  irritation  occasioned  by  the  pus  ; 
but  hectic  from  the  third  cause  mentioned,  is  not  induced  by  the  mere 
passage  of  pus,  properly  so  called,  into  the  blood,  but  by  that  fluid  be- 
coming perverted  in  its  qualities,  or  converted  into  a  kind  of  sanies, 
which  being  conveyed  into  the  circulation,  produces  the  mischief  in 
question.  If,  indeed,  the  mere  absorption  of  pus  into  the  blood  were 
capable  of  so  contaminating  and  corrupting  that  fluid,  as  to  produce  such 
mischievous  consequences,  I  would  inquire  how  it  is  that  we  every  day 
see  abscess  easily  healed,  even  without  the  assistance  of  art  ? 

"  3.  The  dietetic  treatment  which  we  have  recommended,  if  continu- 
ed for  some  time,  by  supporting  the  strength  of  the  parent,  diminishes 
and  mitigates  the  fever,  which  is  not  observed  to  exacerbate  after  the 
individual  has  partaken  of  the  very  moderate  allowance  of  food  pre- 
scribed for  him. 

"  4.  The  emaciation,  even  in  desperate  cases,  is  retarded,  and  the 
strength  of  the  patient  is  improved;  sometimes,  indeed,  the  mass  of  the 
organic  solids  is  increased.  ^ 

"  5.  The  colliquative  discharges  by  the  bowels  and  skin,  aye^ prevent- 
ed or  checked,  where  they  alreadv  exist. 

"  6.  The  nights  are  rendered  more  tranquil,  the  sleep  morfe  placid  and 
refreshing,  and,  what  is  of  immense  importance  in  this  disease,  it  will 
seldom  be  necessary  to  resort  to  opiates." 


(    15S  ) 


ON  THE  USE  OF  CALOMEL. 

The  chief  theme  of  the  slanderous  imputations  of  the  present  day,  is 
the  excessive  use  of  calomel.  Too  many  physicians  resort  to  unfound- 
ed representations  on  this  topic,  to  injure  competitors,  conciliate  public 
favor  to  themselves,  and  procure  business.  And  their  procedure  is  usu- 
ally as  treacherous  as  it  is  unmanly.  While  they  denounce  the  bold  use 
of  calomel  in  others,  they  pursue  it  themselves — thus  skulking  under  the 
cover  of  deception  and  hypocrisy.  I  could  name  habitual  railers  against 
the  employment  of  that  remedy,  who  administer  it  frequently  in  their 
own  practice,  in  doses  of  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  grains  ! — and  at 
times  in  still  larger  ones  !  I  conscientiously  believe,  that  there  is  not  a 
clamorous  condemner  of  calomel  in  the  country,  who  does  not  adminis- 
ter it  in  much  larger  doses  than  he  is  willing  to  acknowledge.  He 
plays  the  hypocrite  for  his  own  benefit — the  public  welfare  being  a 
secondary  object.  In  truth,  I  have  never  known  either  a  practised  and 
public  fault-finder,  or  a  secret  whisperer  of  evil  things  against  a  rival, 
who  was  himself  an  honest  and  trust-worthy  man. 

I  do  not  say  that  calomel  may  not,  like  other  medicinal  substances,  be 
given  in  excessive  quantities.  Perhaps  it  is  thus  given  occasionally. 
But  I  feel  convinced,  that  where  that  remedy  is  exhibited  in  inordinate 
and  injurious  doses  once,  it  is  maliciously  reported  to  be  thus  administer- 
ed one  thousand  times  !  Unfortunately  the  public  mind  is  steeped  in  pre- 
judice against  this  article.  Hence,  as  already  stated,  practitioners  given 
to  intrigue  and  hypocrisy  avail  themselves  of  that  prejudice  to  injure 
their  rivals.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  well-known  dread  of  calomel,  which 
so  generally  prevails,  induces  honest  and  high-minded  practitioners  to 
conceal,  from  motives  of  caution,  the  amount  of  the  remedy,  which  they 
often  administer.  I  could  name  physicians  of  this  description,  who  re- 
side in  the  east,  as  well  as  in  the  west.  It  is  not  true,  therefore,  that 
the  administration  of  calomel  in  large  doses  is  peculiar  to  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  The  practice  prevails,  in  a  higher  or  lower  degree,  with  en- 
lightened physicians,  wherever  high  grades  of  bilious  diseases  prevail. 
Nor  do  I  hesitate  to  add,  that,  notwithstanding  the  dread  of  it  which 
many  entertain,  and  the  condemnatory  clamor  maintained  against  it,  calo- 
mel, when  skilfully  administered,  is  the  mildest  and  safest  of  all  the 
powerful  remedies  belonging  to  the  Materia  Medica.  There  is  no  other, 
whose  dose  can  be  increased  so  far  beyond  what  is  customary,  with  so 
little  risk,  and  often  with  so  much  benefit.  The  apprehension  of  its  do- 
ing mischief  arises  from  the  fallacious  hypothesis,  that  it  enters  the  sys- 
tem, mingles  with  the  blood  and  other  humors,  and  settles  in  the  bones  ! 
Be  that  idle  notion  done  away,  and  the  fear  of  calomel  will  soon  cease 
to  annoy  the  practitioner  and  injure  the  sick.  Calomel  in  substance 
never  goes  beyond  the  alimentary  canal.  On  the  mucous  lining  of  that 
tube  its  immediate  action  is  expended,  its  influence  on  other  parts  of  the 
system  being  altogether  sympathetic.  And  instead  of  irritating  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  it  often  soothes  it,  and  acts  as  an  anodyne.  This  effect  I 
have  often  witnessed,  in  cases  of  great  uneasiness  and  distress.  In  truth 
it  is  a  common  effect  of  full  doses  of  calomel,  in  diseases  of  gastric 
irritation.    While  small  doses  often  increase  the  irritation,  full  ones  re- 
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lieve  it.  As  an  evidence  that  calomel  does  not  enter  the  blood  and 
circulate  through  the  system,  it  is  frequently,  when  administered  in  quan- 
tities unnecessarily  large,  discharged  from  the  bowels,  in  a  visible  form, 
by  its  own  action.  But  1  can  dwell  on  this  subject  no  longer.  Nor  is  it 
necessary  that  I  should.  1  am  sure  the  College  is  sufficiently  alive  to  the 
delicate  and  tender  observance,  that  every  physician  should  entertain  and 
practise,  toward  the  reputation  of  a  professional  brother.  Nor  will  it  fail 
to  regard  with  marked  disapprobation  all  breaches  of  such  observance, 
wherever  they  may  occur. 

Let  it  not  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing  remarks,  that  1  am  advocat- 
ing the  "heroic"  employment  of  calomel.  1  am  neither  defending  nor 
condemning  it.  The  ordeal  of  general  experience  can  alone  test  its  value 
— not  the  arguments,  whether  favorable  or  unfavorable,  of  any  individual. 
To  that  test  let  it  be  brought — and  be  dealt  by  fairly.  My  only  object 
at  present  is,  to  express  my  abhorrence  of  the  unmanly  and  immoral 
practices  of  those,  who,  by  artful  insinuations,  and  groundless  statements 
in  relation  to  it,  endeavor  to  benefit  themselves,  to  the  prejudice  of  oth- 
ers. Such  conduct  is  ignominious  in  itself  and  treasonable  towards  the 
profession. —  Caldwell's  Inaugural  Address. 
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RADICAL  CURE  OF  HERNIA .* 

Within  a  few  days,  Dr.  Leach,  the  agent  of  Dr.  Heber  Chase,  in  the 
application  and  sale  of  the  several  instruments  invented  by  that  gentle- 
man, for  the  radical  cure  of  hernia,  has  left  for  inspection,  at  this  office, 
various  specimens  of  trusses,  which,  in  point  of  mere  mechanical  work- 
manship, are  very  highly  finished.  But  in  saying  this,  alone,  it  would 
be  but  a  second-rate  compliment  to  the  talents  and  scientific  research  of 
Dr.  Chase.  It  is  the  appropriateness  of  the  construction  which  demands 
the  praise  due  him  for  his  ingenuity.  The  adjustment  of  a  simple  pad 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  preventing  the  extrusion  of  a  hernial  tumor,  is 
perfectly  feasible,  and  is  just  about  all  that  has  been  done  for  ruptures, 
for  centuries.  A  thousand  modifications  of  the  same  principle  of  action — 
an  inward  pressure — have  been  effected,  by  as  many  artists,  at  the  sug- 
gestion, too,  it  is  presumed,  of  eminent  surgeons  in  various  countries  ; 
still,  the  radical  cure  by  external  apparatus,  has  been  a  desideratum. 
We  do  not  feel  fully  authorized  to  assert  that  Dr.  Chase  has  succeeded 
in  doing  this,  from  any  observation  of  our  own  ;  yet  we  are  constrained 
to  admit  that  the  construction  and  mode  in  which  the  ventro-inguinal, 
femoral  and  umbilical  blocks  are  brought  to  bear  in  the  several  regions, 


*  Treatise  on  the  Radical  Cure  of  Hernia,  by  instruments,  embracing  an  analysis  of  the  mechani- 
cal properties  of  the  various  trusses  now  in  use,  a  description  of  the  new  instruments  invented  by 
the  author,  and  directions  to  the  patients  for  the  safe  employment  of  these  instruments,  with  hints 
to  surgeons  in  the  application,  &c.  By  Heber  Chase,  M.D.  Honorary  Member  of  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Society.   Philadelphia,  J.  G.  Auner,  1836.   8vo.  pp.  195. 


160 


Lecture  on  Epidemic  Cholera. 


are  strictly  philosophical:  in  other  words,  it  is  a  plain  common-sense  mat- 
ter, that  it'  it  is  possible  to  remedy  the  evil  by  this  class  of  instruments, 
.Dr.  Chase  has  succeeded  to  admiration. 

Accompanying  the  trusses,  is  an  essay,  the  result  of  the  study  and 
observation,  it  would  seem,  of  the  author.  The  first  chapter  treats  of 
rupture  in  connection  with  the  general  anatomy  of  the  abdominal  walls, 
together  with  simple  explanations  of  what  is  meant  by  irreducible ,  strangu- 
lated hernia,  Slc.  For  the  understanding  of  patients,  rather  than  profes- 
sional men,  each  section  details  an  account  of  a  particular  kind  of  rup- 
ture, as  inguinal,  femoral  and  umbilical.  In  the  second  chapter,  Dr.  Chase 
advances  upon  the  character  of  the  symptoms  of  a  fearful  condition  of 
the  patient,  when  the  worst  form,  strangulated  hernia,  is  presented. 
His  acquaintance  with  the  best  writers  on  this  malady,  is  obvious  ;  yet 
there  is  nothing  particularly  striking  in  the  text.  For  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  written,  the  popular  eye,  it  is  unobjectionable.  Lastly,  the 
theory  of  the  truss,  and  whatever  pertains  to  the  modern  history  of  the 
instrument,  is  exceedingly  well  prepared.  The  book,  to  be  most  prized, 
must  go  with  the  instruments — and  these,  to  be  serviceably  used,  should 
be  fitted  by  a  person  well  taught  both  in  the  anatomy  of  the  region  and 
in  the  properties  of  the  instrument. 

Were  it  necessary,  much  more  might  be  said  to  the  advantage  of  Dr. 
Chase's  invention.  Dr.  Leach,  of  Boston,  would  never  have  committed 
himself,  to  become  a  responsible  agent,  were  he  not  most  perfectly  satis- 
fied of  the  utility  of  the  contrivance.  To  this  gentleman  we  cheerfully 
recommend  those  in  the  practice  of  surgery,  who  are  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing detailed  cases  of  radical  cure,  while  their  attention  is  also  invited  to 
the  critical  examination  of  the  workmanship  displayed  in  the  various 
kinds  of  trusses  referred  to  in  these  remarks. 


A  LECTURE  ON  EPIDEMIC  CHOLERA. 

In  reviewing  the  medical  observations  of  those  who  were  actively  engag- 
ed in  collecting  facts  and  opinions,  a  few  years  since,  when  the  cholera 
first  made  an  inroad  into  this  country,  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Seeger,  of  North- 
ampton, Mass.  has  been  examined,  which  has  afforded  us  much  satisfac- 
tion. It  was  publicly  delivered  at  Springfield  and  at  Northampton,  and 
the  reputation  of  the  speaker  must  have  commanded  the  respectful  atten- 
tion of  large  audiences.  Were  this  discourse  introduced  very  generally 
into  medical  libraries,  if  it  influenced  no  one  in  practice,  it  would  stimu- 
late the  reader  to  considerable  activity  in  thought.  It  is  characterized, 
throughout,  by  a  kind  of  decision,  that  convinces  one  that  the  author  has 
made  himself  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  true  mode  of  prescribing  medi- 
cine. It  is  really  pleasant  to  know  that  there  are  physicians  who  do  not 
feel  constrained  to  dose  their  patients  continually — who  fully  realize  the 
truth  of  a  trite  saying,  that  nature  inclines  to  help  herself. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  we  should  republish,  in  order,  the  various 
pamphlets  sent  to  our  address,  however  valuable  they  may  be.  Were  it 
not  for  interfering  with  other  arrangements,  however,  just  at  this  particu- 
lar time,  when  the  cholera  is  again  prevailing  in  some  parts  of  our  coun- 
try, it  would  be  doing  good  service  to  insert  this  lecture.  That  part  of  the 
lecture  which  expressly  treats  of  the  preventive  measures,  might  be  ad- 
vantageously circulated  annually,  through  the  papers. 

Are  the  causes  which  first  produced  the  cholera  always  to  exist — or 
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will  its  past  ravages  only  remain  a  matter  of  history,  like  the  plague  of 
London,  to  be  known  to  future  practitioners  through  the  pages  of  profes- 
sional works  ? 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS  AND  READERS. 

We  would  remind  those  of  our  friends  who  have  expressed  their  inten- 
tion of  furnishing  original  communications  for  the  Journal,  that  its  pages 
are  open  for  the  discussion  of  the  various  subjects  connected  with  the 
study  and  practice  of  medicine.  We  are  desirous  of  furnishing  every  fa- 
cility for  the  publication  ol  such  articles,  and  we  would  gladly  adopt  any 
feasible  method  of  infusing  a  better  spirit  on  this  subject  among  the 
members  of  the  profession.  Our  Journal  combines,  in  many  respects, 
peculiar  advantages  for  the  circulation  of  anything  interesting  to  the 
faculty.  It  is  read  by  a  class  whom  any  writer  might  esteem  it  an  honor 
to  address,  and  it  can  be  distributed  at  a  less  expense  of  postage  than 
any  other  medical  periodical  in  the  country.  Extra  copies  are  likewise 
furnished  to  the  writers  of  communications,  without  charge,  for  distribu- 
tion among  their  friends.  Reports  of  interesting  cases,  sketches  of  epi- 
demics, notices  of  new  and  successful  modes  of  treatment,  &-C.  might 
often  be  contained  in  the  letters  which  enclose  the  annual  payment  for 
the  Journal.  Much  interesting  domestic  matter  would  thus  be  accumu- 
lated in  the  course  of  each  year.  It  is  only  by  such  general  effort — 
slight  as  it  is  individually — that  physicians  can  be  in  possession  of  a  peri- 
odical which  shall  make  them  acquainted  with  that  which  they  most,  cer- 
tainly should  know — the  constant  improvements  which  are  taking  place  in 
the  practice  of  their  professional  brethren.  The  subject  is  submitted  to. 
the  consideration  of  every  practitioner. 


British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review. — To  Mr.  Jordan,  No.  121  Wash- 
ington street,  we  are  under  renewed  obligations  for  promptly  furnishing 
European  medical  periodicals.  Although  the  July  number  of  the  Re- 
view has  been  some  time  in  the  office,  it  has  not  been  convenient  to  draw- 
from  its  pages.  Three  numbers  only  of  this  work  have  appeared  ;  but 
the  original  design  of  making  it  excellent,  is  fully  sustained.  It  would 
be  of  service  to  the  proprietors  to  distribute  a  few  copies  gratuitously,  in 
the  United  States,  for  the  sake  of  having  it  the  more  quickly  known. 
Few,  if  any,  of  the  numerous  Journals  of  Europe,  are  superior  to  this. 
The  editors  are  now  publishing  notices  of  American  medical  periodicals,, 
which  are  marked  by  candor  and  kind  feelings.  In  speaking  of  the 
Journal  of  Pharmacy,  at  Philadelphia,  conducted  by  Dr.  Griffith,  the 
editors  say,  that  "  we  think  it  not  creditable  to  the  profession  in  our  own- 
country  that  there  is  no  Journal  among  us  devoted  to  the  same  objects." 
All  well  wishers  to  the  progress  of  science,  connected  with  the  profession,, 
should  encourage  the  efforts  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 
If  this  is  the  only  country  in  which  this  particular  kind  of  quarterly  is 
printed,  there  will  be  a  lamentable  share  of  blame  resting  on  the  faculty 
if  it  is  not  well  patronized. 


Rcvista  Medica  Fluminense. — This  is  the  name  of  a  Journal  published 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Medical  Society  of  that  city. 
From  all  accounts,  it  is  rather  tame  as  well  as  stale,  possessing  neither 
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spirit  nor  novelty.  It  comes  out  in  an  octavo  form,  three  sheets,  making 
forty  pages,  monthly,  at  a  cost  of  about  sixty  cents  the  number.  Those 
desirous  of  procuring  it,  might  doubtless  obtain  the  Revista  Medica  in 
exchange  by  sending  their  packages  to  the  address  of  the  American  Con- 
sul at  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


Mrcury  in  Mania. — Tn  the  Medical  Repository,  Vol.  1,  1797,  is  a  case 
detailed  by  Dr.  E.  H.  Smith,  in  which  the  most  violent  mania  was  re- 
moved by  the  use  of  a  strong  mercurial  ointment.  The  patient  had  been 
a  fortnight  without  any  other  food  than  one  gill  of  broth,  and  yet  her 
muscular  energy  was  such  that  she  could  not  be  bled,  nor  could  any  medi- 
cine be  administered  internally.  Three  drachms  of  strong  mercurial 
ointment  rubbed  in,  produced  slight  soreness  of  the  mouth,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  a  rational  quietude.  On  discontinuing  the  frictions,  however, 
she  became  as  violent  as  ever  ;  but  on  their  being  renewed,  she  was 
brought  back  to  reason. 


Ipecacuanha  in  G astro- Enteric  Affections. — Several  cases  are  given  in 
the  Transylvania  Journal,  by  Dr.  M.  L.  Linton,  of  Springfield,  Ky.  in 
which  small  doses  of  the  above  article  were  found  exceedingly  useful  in 
diarrhoea  and  other  intestinal  derangements.  Bloody  discharges  from  the 
bowels  were  relieved  by  three  grain  doses  at  intervals  of  three  hours,  and 
the  colliquative  diarrhoea  of  phthisis  was  treated  with  advantage  by  mi- 
nute doses. 


Pathological  Poetnj. — Prof.  Bang — his  name  is  quite  appropriate,  for 
he  surprises  the  profession  all  of  a  sudden — has  published  an  essay  in 
rhyme,  on  the  pathology  of  diseases,  in  the  Danish  Journal  of  Medicine, 
Bibiiolhck  for  Lceger,  in  forty-three  octave  stanzas,  the  present  year. 
This  is  an  achievement  no  less  important  than  Dr.  Mac's  anatomy  in 
rhyme,  either  of  which,  in  America,  would  have  gained  the  authors  lodg- 
ings in  a  lunatic  asylum.  It  may  be  thought  a  talented  performance  in  the 
professor's  vernacular  tongue,  for  ought  we  know,  though  the  title  be- 
stowed on  this  medico-mongrelism — Livets  Kamp  Med.  Da&den  ellcr  Syg- 
dommens  Oprindelse,  in  our  humble  conceit,  would  puzzle  the  fertile  im- 
agination of  the  learned  gentleman  to  make  musical  in  any  measure 
of  verse. 


Perkinses  Tractors. — It  is  well  known  that  Dr.  Perkins,  the  inventor  of 
the  metallic  tractors,  was  previously  a  practitioner  of  medicine  in  Con- 
necticut; but  it  is  not.perhaps  generally  known  that  he  was  expelled  from 
the  Medical  Society  of  that  State  on  account  of  obtaining  a  patent  for  this 
pretended  invention.  At  a  meeting  of  this  Society  in  Hartford,  in  1797, 
the  following  vote  was  passed. 

"  Whereas  Dr.  Elisha  Perkins,  a  member  of  this  Society,  having  ob- 
tained a  patent  from  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  using  and  vending  certain  pointed  metallic  instru- 
ments, pretending  that  they  were  an  invention  of  his  own  ;  and  also,  that 
they  possess  inherent  powers  of  curing  many  diseases,  which  is  contrary 
to  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  this  Society,  interdicting  their  mem- 
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bers  the  use  of  nostrums — therefore,  voted,  That  the  said  Elisha  Perkins 
be  expelled  from  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Connecticut." 

Medical  Miscellany. — The  estate  of  the  late  eminent  Dr.  Hosack, 
Hyde  Park,  N.  Y.  has  been  sold  for  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  Very  few  physicians  in  America  ever  lived  in  so  much  splen- 
dor as  Dr.  H. — The  smallpox  has  been  terribly  destructive  of  late 
among  the  Winnebago  and  Sioux  Indians.  Wa-be-Sha,  a  celebrated 
chief,  and  more  than  half  his  band  of  Sioux,  have  died  of  it,  and  many 
who  recovered  are  {rightfully  scarred. — It  is  very  sickly  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Africa,  the  present  season. — The  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  has 
been  presented  with  another  hundred  dollars. — Dr.  Mott,  of  New  York, 
is  so  unwell  that  he  feels  compelled  to  return  to  Europe,  again,  immedi- 
ately.—  An  epidemic  of  a  hitherto  unknown  character  has  been  prevail- 
ing recently  near  Calcutta.  Its  first  symptoms  are  similar  to  those  of 
slight  fever,  and  in  two  or  three  days  it  terminates  fatally.  Many  people 
had  emigrated  to  escape  the  pestilence. — A  marine  hospital  has  been  es- 
tablished at  Buffalo,  l\.  Y. — On  the  road  from  Buda  to  Constantinople 
are  several  warm  springs,  the  temperature  of  which  is  143  degrees  of 
Fahrenheit,  and  the  contents  of  the  water — sulphur,  glauber  salts,  and 
iron  ;  and  yet  fish  live  and  thrive  in  them. — A  fumigation  of  benzoin, 
with  other  articles,  has  been  serviceable  abroad  in  the  treatment  of  hoop- 
ing cough. 

To  Subscribers. — The  following  gentlemen  are  authorized  to  receive  money 
due  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Subscribers  who  are  indebted, 
are  requested  to  forward  the  amount  due,  either  to  the  publisher  or  to  one  of  these 
agents: — Mess.  Duren  &  Thatcher,  Bangor,  Me.;  Luke  Howe,  Esq.  P.  M.  Jaf- 
frey,  N.  H.;  Israel  Hinckley,  Esq.  P.  M.  Topsham,  Vt. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Balch,  jr. 
Providence,  R.  I. ;  Charles  Hooker,  M.D.  New  Haven,  Ct. ;  T.  O.  H.  Croswel, 
Esq.  P.  M.  Catskill,  N.  Y. ;  S.  Freeman,  Esq.  P.  M.  Williamstown,  N.  Y. ;  Dr. 
James  S.  Skinner,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  W.  A.  Gillespie,  M.D.  Ellisville,  Louisa  Co. 
Va.  ;  Mr.  L.  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga.;  S.  Mayfield,  M.D.Franklin,  Tenn.;  J.  R. 
Bowers,  Esq.  P.  M.  York,  Washtenaw  Co.  Mich. ;  Mess.  Hedge  &  Lyman,  Mon- 
treal, L.  C. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Tardif,  Quebec,  L.  C. 

Those  who  receive  the  Journal  through  the  agency  of  booksellers  whose  names 
are  not  given  above,  will  of  course  pay  them. — Subscribers  at  a  distance,  who  can- 
not procure  current  $3,00  bills,  will  be  allowed  a  discount  when  larger  ones  are 
sent  as  advance  payment. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  October  8,  35.    Males,  24 — females,  11. 

Dropsy,  1 — dysentery,  3 — bowel  complaint,  10 — infantile,  2 — apoplexy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — 
fits,  1— mortification,  2— drowned,  2— cholera  infantum,  2— dyspepsia,  1  — croup,  1— canker  in  the 
bowels,  1 — teething,  1 — accidental,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — consumption,  3 — stillborn,  2. 

HARVARD  UNIVERSITY^ 
The  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  in 
Mason  Street,  Boston,  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  next,  at  1-4  before  9  A.  M.  and  will  con- 
tinue three  months.  For  one  month  after  the  end  of  the  course  Lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  Dissecting  Room  will  be  open  to  such  Students  as  may  remain,  without  additional  fee. 
Such  Students  may  also  attend  the  Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 


Anatomy  and  Operations  in  Surgery,      -  -                 ...       Dr.  Warren. 

Chemistry,  dr.  Webster. 

Materia  Medica,         -  j)R.  Bioelow. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,      -  Dr.  Channing. 

Principlesof  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  -                                  Dr.  Havward. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,         -  -            Dr.  Ware. 


Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  usual  on  the  cases  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

New  Dissecting  Room. — A  new  Dissecting  Room  is  now  building,  and  will  be  finished  before  the 
Lectures  begin.  It  will  occupy  all  the  vacant  land  at  the  East  of  the  Medical  College.  Every  care 
is  taking  to  make  this  important  part  of  the  Medical  School  as  perfect  as  possible,  so  That  it  may  fur- 
nish to  the  Student  ample  facilities  for  prosecuting  his  Anatomical  studies.  The  lesal  enactments  of 
the  State,  so  liberally  and  so  wisely  framed,  will  be  faithfully  arid  thoroughly  applied  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  important  objects.  WALTER  CHANNING.  Dean. 
Jul) ,  1836.  eoptN 
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ON  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CALCULOUS  DISEASES. 

BY   BENJAMIN   W.  DUDLEY,  M.D.   LEXINGTON,  KV. 
[Continued  from  page  155.] 

Among  those  who  have  adopted  the  principles  of  Surgery  inculcated  by 
John  Hunter,  it  is  esteemed  indispensably  necessary  to  reduce  the  gen- 
eral system,  however  perfect  the  health  of  the  patient  may  be,  with  a 
view  to  prepare  him  for  an  operation.  Some  are  in  the  habit  of  free 
and  frequent  bleeding  in  order  to  suppress  or  extinguish  any  inflam- 
matory disposition  that  might  be  made  manifest,  by  any  great  shock  of 
the  system  ;  whilst  others,  not  very  credulous  in  regard  to  the  efficacy 
of  any  previous  treatment,  trust  all  to  nature,  except  that  they  may 
evacuate  the  alimentary  canal.  The  idea  that  high  health  is  a  state  un- 
propitious  to  recovery,  among  those  who  have  sustained  violence  from 
injuries,  or  operations,  originated  in  false  views  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hun- 
ter, and  tends  to  great  mischief  in  practice.  Such  an  error  could  only 
have  been  embraced  and  propagated  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
he  derived  all  his  experience.  In  camps,  jail-ships,  large  hospitals,  and 
very  populous  cities,  the  atmosphere  is  never  pure  ;  and  hence  the  lia- 
bility of  the  strong  and  vigorous  to  morbid  action  consequent  to  great 
injuries  and  extensive  operations;  a  liability  much  less  alarming  to  the 
inhabitant  of  villages  and  country  situations. 

The  strong  and  athletic,  placed  under  the  favorable  circumstances  of 
others,  who  may  have  been  freely  and  healthily  evacuated  in  the  treat- 
ment of  their  maladies,  whereby  the  digestive  circle  of  organs  are  main- 
tained in  their  functions,  would  have  given  to  Mr.  Hunter  a  very  differ- 
ent result  as  a  consequence  of  injuries  and  capital  operations.  Fulness 
of  health  and  strength  of  constitution  are,  in  fact,  the  surest  guarantees 
of  speedy  restoration  from  great  injuries  and  capital  operations  ;  while 
danger  may  be  apprehended  in  proportion  to  defect  in  one  or  both  of 
these  particulars.  When  the  strength  of  constitution  is  sufficient  for  all 
the  purposes  of  restoration,  and  the  various  important  organs  are  in  the 
exercise  of  their  accustomed  offices,  success  must  ensue  to  an  operation, 
whatever  may  be  its  nature  or  extent,  provided  parts  essential  to  life  be 
not  actually  destroyed.  The  efficacy  of  blood-letting,  as  a  preparatory 
remedy  in  subduing  the  susceptibility  to  inflammation  after  operations,  is 
relied  upon  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  practitioners  of  Great 
Britain.  My  own  experience  is  by  no  means  in  favor  of  this  remedy  ; 
11 
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nor  am  I  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  it  can  be  sustained  in  general  prac- 
tice. The  abstraction  of  a  portion  of  the  circulating  fluids  is  necessa- 
rily followed  by  a  loss  of  balance  between  the  vascular  and  other  sys- 
tems, and  the  consequence  of  this  loss  of  equilibrium  is  torpor  in  some 
one  of  the  more  susceptible  organs  ;  a  condition  of  things  favorable  to 
the  development  of  inflammatory  action,  when  the  causes  calculated  to 
excite  it  are  at  hand.  Inflammation  succeeding  to  the  frequent  use  of 
the  lancet  is  the  more  difficult  to  control,  by  reason  of  the  extent  of  the 
morbid  associations  which  have  been  established,  by  the  repeated  abstrac- 
tion of  blood,  which  must  subside  before  healthy  action  can  be  restored. 

A  distinguished  oculist  of  Great  Britain  ascribed  his  success  principal- 
ly to  the  repeated  use  of  the  lancet  before  his  patients  were  operated 
upon.  I  have  never  bled  any  patient,  to  prepare  him  for  an  operation  ; 
and  the  only  case  of  cataract  in  which  [  have  failed,  because  of  the 
supervention  of  inflammation,  in  a  practice  of  five-and-twenty  years, 
happened  in  a  lady  whose  exceeding  delicacy  of  health  caused  me  to 
mistake  the  signs  of  inflammation  for  those  of  hysteria,  and  in  which 
the  most  ardent  advocates  of  the  lancet  would  not  have  urged  its  use 
before  the  operation.  I  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  use  this  remedy 
with  a  view  to  control  vascular  excitement  after  any  operation,  except 
those  performed  on  the  eyes  ;  and  then,  when  necessary,  it  has  been 
used  with  admirable  effects.  The  principles  laid  down  by  Marshall 
Hall  in  reference  to  the  loss  of  blood,  with  a  view  to  control  vascular 
excitement,  I  have  followed  for  twenty  years,  and  embrace  them  as  of 
inappreciable  value.  In  the  case  of  a  man  of  middle  age,  on  whom 
the  operation  of  lithotomy  was  performed,  whose  life  was  in  most  im- 
minent peril  from  haemorrhage,  the  introduction  of  compresses  into  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  along  side  of  a  catheter,  arrested  the  bleeding,  and 
when  the  compresses  were  taken  away  about  the  fourth  day,  suppuration 
had  been  established  throughout  the  wound.  By  the  tenth  day,  the 
wound  was  healed.  But  the  weather  being  oppressive,  the  patient, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  nurse,  threw  off  his  flannel,  and  contracted 
pleurisy,  of  which  he  died  a  week  after,  spitting  blood  and  matter.  It 
is  believed  that  the  excessive  loss  of  blood  sustained  after  the  operation, 
by  inducing  torpor  in  the  liver,  spleen,  and  other  abdominal  organs,  add- 
ed much  to  the  susceptibility  of  the  system  to  the  inflammation  which 
destroyed  this  patient.  A  torpid  state  of  the  digestive  organs,  oede- 
ma of  the  lower  limbs,  a  prostrate  state  of  the  muscles,  general  ana- 
sarca, a  bilious  aspect,  and  a  morbid  state  of  the  general  surface,  are 
all  known  to  ensue  upon  the  loss  of  large  quantities  of  blood  ;  and 
should  an  individual  thus  situated  sustain  the  shock  of  a  severe  opera- 
tion, the  danger  of  inflammation  will  be  much  greater,  according  to  cor- 
rect principles,  and  as  known  from  observation.  The  inflammatory 
action,  under  such  circumstances,  may  not  run  so  high  as  when  it  is  de- 
veloped in  a  constitution  of  unimpaired  vigor  ;  but  yet  it  is  more  difficult 
to  control,  while  there  is  increased  danger  from  a  defect  in  the  self-sus- 
taining power  of  the  system. 

The  distressing  and  dangerous  nature  of  calculous  diseases  has  always 
elicited  a  large  amount  of  professional  talents,  with  a  view  to  adopt  the 
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most  appropriate  medical  treatment  ;  to  select  the  best  among  the  va- 
riously modified  intruments  ;  and  to  execute  the  operation  least  hazard- 
ous and  most  decisive  in  its  nature.  The  lateral  method  of  opening 
the  bladder  has  received  the  sanction  of  so  large  a  majority  of  the  dis- 
tinguished surgeons  of  every  country,  during  the  past  and  present  centu- 
ry, as  almost  to  put  at  rest  all  opposition.  Still,  however,  this  mode  of 
penetrating  the  bladder  has  been  attended  with  such  a  frightful  mortali- 
ty in  the  large  cities  of  Europe,  where  nearly  all  the  afflicted  with  this 
disease  congregate  for  relief,  that  attention  has  been  kept  alive  to  other 
modes,  by  which  more  success  might  possibly  be  secured. 

The  high  operation  has  at  all  times  since  its  introduction  to  public 
notice,  maintained  a  certain  share  of  professional  approbation  ;  and  that 
it  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  certain  cases,  while  it  may  be  performed  with 
facility  and  success,  we  are  not  permitted  to  entertain  a  doubt.  M. 
Suberbielle,  of  Paris,  the  present  advocate  of  this  operation,  had  per- 
formed it,  in  the  year  1831 ,  fifty-six  times  ;  and  was  successful  in  for-' 
ty-five  of  this  number;  a  very  high  degree  of  success  for  European  city 
practice. 

The  mortifying  and  distressing  effects  of  the  lateral  operation,  as  they 
are  too  frequently  experienced  among  females,  consisting  in  a  loss  of  re- 
tentive power  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  constitute  alone  an  ample  rea- 
son for  preferring  the  high  operation  always  in  their  case,  where  the  cal- 
culus is  very  large  and  firm.  In  ordinary  cases,  its  extraction  may  be 
effected  without  the  aid  of  cutting  instruments;  and  when,  after  the 
urethra  is  thoroughly  dilated,  the  stone  proves  too  large  to  be  removed, 
and  is,  withal,  too  firm  to  be  broken  up  by  instruments,  the  high  opera- 
tion should  have  the  preference.  In  all  the  cases  that  have  come  under 
my  charge,  the  female  has  been  relieved  without  cutting  instruments  ;  and 
it  is  believed  that  in  a  very  large  majority  a  cure  may  be  effected  in  the 
same  way.  But  I  have  seen  a  case  in  the  bands  of  a  Parisian  surgeon, 
M.  Boyer,  in  which  the  calculus  filled  the  bladder,  and  the  uterus  was 
suspended  at  the  os  externum,  in  which  the  high  operation  was  success- 
fully performed,  and  the  latter  organ  replaced  in  its  natural  position,  after 
having  been  literally  exposed  and  suspended  without,  for  many  years. 
When  the  calculus  is  of  large  dimensions,  and  is,  notwithstanding,  re- 
moved by  dilating  the  urethra,  it  may  occur  that  the  part  from  over-dis- 
tension or  laceration  may  be  left  in  the  condition  more  especially  to  be 
apprehended  after  the  lateral  operation.  A  little  girl,  of  eight  years, 
who  was  under  my  charge,  furnishes  a  case  in  point,  in  which  inconti- 
nence of  urine  resulted  from  the  dilatation,  and  continued  for  three 
years;  but  before  puberty,  she  regained  perfect  command  over  the  or- 
gan. On  the  contrary,  females  have  applied  to  me  for  relief  from  the 
distressing  effects  of  the  lateral  operation  ten  years  after  it  was  perform- 
ed, and  it  is  proper  here  to  add,  that  I  could  not  afford  relief. 

I  have  heard  Mr,  Abernethy  suggest  the  propriety  of  maintaining  a 
certain  position  after  the  lateral  operation,  in  order  to  secure  a  healthy 
reunion  of  the  divided  surfaces  ;  and  it  is  possible  were  such  patients  re- 
quired to  rest  on  the  stomach  for  four  or  five  days,  the  object  might  be 
secured ;  but  since  the  high  operation  does  not  endanger  the  healthy 
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functions  of  the  bladder,  and  involves  parts  not  more  essential  to  life 
than  the  other,  there  would  seem  to  exist  a  strong  reason  for  giving  it 
the  preference  in  all  the  cases  among  females,  wherein  the  dilatation  of 
the  urethra  does  not  afford  the  proper  facilities  of  extracting  the  calcu- 
lus without  the  necessity  of  cutting. 

The  method  of  Civiale  has  attracted  much  attention  within  the  last 
ten  years;  and  according  to  its  advocates,  it  is  an  operation  attended 
by  equal  success,  excites  less  pain,  and  involves  a  smaller  amount  of 
danger,  than  any  other.  To  the  timid  it  offers  the  admirable  recom- 
mendation of  proposing  a  cure  without  the  use  of  cutting  instruments  ; 
as  it  is  reported  to  be  performed  while  the  patient  sits  in  his  chair,  and 
is  entertained  in  pleasant  conversation.  The  instruments  that  are  used 
in  this  operation  are  all  fashioned  with  a  view  to  accomplish  one  particu- 
lar end  ;  however  varied  in  size  and  form,  the  object  in  the  use  of  all,  is 
the  reduction  of  the  calculus  in  the  bladder  to  small  fragments.  Whe- 
ther, therefore,  it  is  bored  down  with  the  perforator,  crushed  to  pieces  by 
the  forceps,  or  reduced  to  sand  by  percussion,  the  principle  upon  which 
the  rherit  of  the  operation  is  to  be  sustained  before  the  community,  is  the 
same. 

The  calculus  must  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of  sand,  or  of  frag- 
ments sufficiently  small  to  be  evacuated  with  the  urine,  and  must  be 
brought  away  before  the  cure  is  made  complete.  The  difference  in 
the  manner  of  reducing  the  calculus,  is  not  in  any  respect  a  departure 
from  the  principle  involved  in  the  operation,  as  proposed  by  the  original 
author  of  the  plan.  An  inventor  of  an  individual  glass  in  optics  is  as 
much  entitled  to  the  reputation  gained  by  Newton  from  his  splendid  dis- 
coveries in  that  science,  as  Heurteloup  is  worthy  of  the  reputation  gain- 
ed by  Civiale  for  destroying  the  stone  in  the  bladder,  on  the  bare  ground 
of  suggesting  percussion  as  one  mode  of  reducing  the  calculus. 

It  is  the  principle  of  grinding  it  down  in  the  bladder,  that  sheds  repu- 
tation on  the  inventor ;  not  the  variety  in  the  mode  by  which  this  is  put 
into  practice.  But  while  Civiale  is  entitled  to  all  the  credit  of  this 
mode  of  curing  the  most  distressing  malady  to  which  humanity  is  liable, 
it  remains  to  be  decided  how  far  it  is  an  operation  that  may  be  intro- 
duced into  general  practice ;  or  whether  by  reason  of  its  peculiar  char- 
acter, it  is  found  only  applicable  to  certain  favorable,  and  not  altogether 
common  cases  of  the  disease.  Should  the  latter  be  the  decision  of  sur- 
geons upon  it,  then,  like  many  other  plausible  innovations,  its  career 
will  be  short,  while  it  will  soon  roll  into  the  common  vortex  that  awaits 
all  suggestions  more  speculative  than  practical  in  science.  That  a 
straight  instrument,  and  one  of  much  larger  dimensions  than  the  com- 
mon catheter,  may  be  passed  without  any  particular  difficulty  into  the 
bladder,  is  a  fact  well  known  ;  and  it  was  from  a  knowledge  of  the  pos- 
sible advantage  to  be  derived  to  surgery  from  it,  that  Civiale  must  have 
conceived  originally  the  practicability  of  his  operation.  The  medical 
public  is  yet  to  be  informed  in  regard  to  the  particular  effects  of  large 
straight  instruments  upon  the  parts  involved  in  this  mode  of  removing 
calculi.  The  experience  of  Messieurs  Civiale  and  Heurteloup  enables 
them  to  communicate  some  interesting  information  upon  the  pathology 
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of  the  testes,  vas  deferens,  prostate  gland,  and  bladder,  as  they  may 
have  observed  it  consequent  to  the  use  of  their  instrument  ;  and  they 
may  have  discovered  why  the  left  testicle  is  most  subject  to  sarcocele 
under  such  circumstances.  When  the  calculus  is  soft  and  small ;  the 
bladder,  prostate  gland,  and  urethra  healthy,  and  the  system  unexcitable, 
the  operation  of  Civiale  may  be  performed  with  some  safety  and  success 
by  those  accustomed  to  the  use  of  his  instruments.  But  when  the  cal- 
culus is  either  remarkable  for  its  magnitude  or  hardness,  when  the  blad- 
der is  ulcerated,  inflamed,  or  highly  excitable,  when  the  prostate  gland 
is  diseased,  or  the  urethra  contracted  and  inflamed,  the  instruments  of 
Civiale  are  inadmissible  with  the  safety  of  the  patient. 

In  very  populous  cities  where  the  disease  is  common,  the  surgeon 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  selecting  those  cases  in  which  the  method 
of  breaking  down  the  calculus  in  the  bladder  could  be  safely  and  success- 
fully performed  ;  but  when  in  addition  to  the  inconsiderable  number  of 
favorable  cases  that  occur,  it  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  operation  requir- 
ing great  mechanical  skill  in  the  use  of  instruments,  together  with  a  deli- 
cate tact  in  seizing  and  commanding  the  calculus,  it  must  appear  obvious 
that  it  is  a  practice  which  cannot  command  public  approbation. 

The  condemnatory  opinions  of  Larrey  and  other  distinguished  sur- 
geons of  Paris,  which  are  the  result  of  observations  made  upon  patients 
operated  upon  after  this  manner,  for  calculous  afflictions,  are  before  the 
public.  With  a  knowledge  of  them,  it  is  presumed  the  young  aspirant 
in  the  profession  would  adopt  a  less  objectionable  and  more  simple 
method  of  cure. 

[To  be  continued.] 


HEMORRHAGIC  PHTHISIS. 

BY  THOMAS    GLYSSOiV,  M.D.  NEWPORT,  VT. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mr.  Editor, — I  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  the  following,  which  is 
placed  entirely  at  your  disposal. 

I  was  called  on  the  22d  of  March,  to  prescribe  for  a  boy  aged  about 
12  years,  of  sanguine  temperament,  rather  approaching  the  choleric, 
and  of  a  strumous  habit.  His  health  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  has 
been  poor,  owing  to  a  severe  attack  of  rubeola,  which  became  seated 
upon  the  lungs,  and  in  which  his  present  disease  had  its  origin — of 
course  has  been  unable  to  labor  much,  except  at  intervals,  during  this 
length  of  time.  There  had  been  slight  attacks  of  hemorrhage  for  sever- 
al days  previous  to  my  first  visit,  but  of  not  sufficient  amount  to  draw 
much  attention  from  his  parents.  He  had  suffered,  however,  for  a  long 
time  from  an  exceedingly  severe  cough,  attended  with  but  little  expec- 
toration, but  entirely  free  from  blood  until  the  12th  of  March,  which 
was  the  first  time  any  had  been  noticed.  The  relative  proportion  in- 
creased very  rapidly,  when  it  was  expectorated  in  pretty  large  quan- 
tities ;  and  this  began  to  excite,  in  his  friends,  some  fears  as  to  the  result. 
The  amount  of  hemorrhage  daily,  up  to  the  evening  of  my  first  visit, 
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was,  perhaps,  about  8  or  12  ounces.  The  quantity  of  blood  discharged 
during  the  evening  of  my  arrival  (about  11  o'clock),  from  the  represen- 
tation made  by  his  parents,  I  should  judge  would  not  exceed  20  or  24 
ounces;  and  i  found  him  laboring  under  a  violent  cough,  pain  and  con- 
siderable tightness  across  the  chest;  severe  pain  in  the  head;  extremely 
restless  nights  ;  slight  chills,  alternated  with  burning  flushes  upon  the 
surface  of  the  skin  ;  considerable  vertigo  ;  extremely  foetid  breath  ;  a 
saltish  taste  in  the  mouth  and  fauces  ;  bowels  costive  :  appetite  poor. 
There  was  profuse  night  sweats  ;  a  deep  hectic  flush  upon  each  cheek, 
and  a  coat  of  deep  brown  (rather  bordering  upon  a  very  dark  color)  fur 
upon  the  tongue.  Pulse  upon  my  arrival,  94  in  a  minute  :  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour  after,  it  had  fallen  to  83 — moderately  full,  hard,  wirey, 
and  possessing  a  peculiar  kind  of  acuteness  or  sharpness,  which  I  never 
had  before  noticed.  Ordered  cupping  over  the  thoracic  region,  which 
instantly  relieved  the  pain,  and  lessened  the  severity  of  the  cough. 
Prescribed  Dover's  powder  in  doses  of  8  grains,  to  be  repeated  once  in 
four  hours.  Drinks  to  consist  of  mucilages,  as  gum  aciac.  cortex  ulmus 
fulva,  &c.  As  an  astringent,  a  solution  of  gum  catechu,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  3ss.  to  lbj.  of  water — dose  one  table-spoonful,  to  be  increased 
to  two,  if  necessary,  and  to  be  repeated  once  in  three  nours.  As  a 
deobstruent,  pi.  hyd.  in  doses  of  one  grain,  once  in  six  hours,  and  a  ca- 
thartic of  ol.  ricini. 

March  24.  This  evening  visited  my  patient  again,  and  found  there  had 
been  considerable  improvement,  both  m  symptoms  and  general  appear- 
ance. Since  my  first  visit,  had  coughed  but  little,  and  but  a  slight  trace 
of  blood  in  the  expectoration,  which,  on  examination,  resembled  that  of 
an  individual  laboring  under  the  advanced  stages  of  phthisis  strumosa. 
There  had  been  an  abatement  of  the  cold  chills,  burning  heat  and  flushes 
upon  the  skin  ;  not  sensible  of  any  pain  in  the  head  or  chest ;  no  dizzi- 
ness ;  hectic  flush  upon  the  cheeks  not  so  deep,  and  disappearing  soon- 
er than  heretofore  ;  a  gentle  diaphoresis  upon  the  surface  ;  tongue  becom- 
ing clean  ;  breath  less  foetid  ;  mouth  and  fauces  quite  moist ;  pulse  70 
in  a  minute,  soft,  moderately  full,  and  but  little  of  that  peculiar  acute- 
ness remaining;  physic  had  operated  favorably,  and  some  appetite  exist- 
ing.   Continue  all  former  medicines. 

26.  Every  symptom  except  the  cough  and  expectoration  had  disap- 
peared ;  appetite  good;  bowels  regular;  tongue  clean;  no  pain  or 
tightness  across  the  chest ;  dizziness  entirely  gone.  There  remained  a 
slight  hectic  flush  upon  the  cheeks;  skin  free  and  moist;  and  able  to 
sit  up  a  considerable  part  of  the  time  and  walk  about  some.  The  ex- 
pectorated matter  was  lessening  in  quantity  and  improving  in  quality. 
Pulse  63  in  a  minute.  Discontinued  the  solution  of  gum  catechu,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  sup.  carb.  soda 
to  the  Dover's  powder,  continued  the  medicines  as  before  mentioned. 

April  10.  I  saw  the  boy's  father  to-day,  who  informed  me  that  he 
continued  to  improve  until  yesterday,  when  his  cough  became  worse, 
and  there  was  found  to  be  mingled  with  the  expectorated  matter  a  small 
quantity  of  blood,  and  wished  me  to  send  him  some  additional  medi- 
cines.    In  compliance,  1  sent  him  the  following.     R.  T.  C.  opii,  T. 
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opii,  aa  •  i. — dose,  15  drops;  repeat  once  in  four  hours,  and  if  that 
quantity  '  not  sufficient  to  procure  an  abatement  of  the  cough,  increase 
five  drops  at  every  dose  until  it  did. 

23d.  1  was  requested  to  visit  this  patient  again,  but  owing  to  ill  health, 
and  the  patient  being  at  a  considerable  distance,  was  unable  to  comply. 
On  inquiry,  however,  I  learned  that  he  was  attacked  yesterday  with 
cholera  morbus,  and  the  stomach  so  irritable  as  to  be  unable  to  retain 
anything  upon  it,  everything  being  rejected  immediately  on  being  swal- 
lowed. His  father  likewise  informed  me  that  the  contents  of  another 
abscess  had  been  discharged  from  the  lungs,  and  in  all  probability  the 
exciting  cause  of  the  present  attack.  The  matter  discharged  was  min- 
gled with  blood,  and,  as  was  observed  by  him,  the  most  foetid  of  any- 
thing he  ever  saw.  The  drops  sent  him  on  the  10th  had  had  a  favora- 
ble effect,  and  the  improvement  continued  until  the  rupture  of  the 
abscess,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  present  cause  of  the  commotion  in 
the  stomach  and  bowels. 

I  sent  him  the  following,  with  a  promise  that  a  visit  might  be  expect- 
ed as  soon  as  1  was  able  to  attend.  R.  Opii  gr.  ij.;  sac.  saturni  gr.  j.;  ipecac 
gr.  ss. — a  dose,  and  repeat  once  in  five  hours.  PI.  hyd.  in  doses  of  one 
grain  once  in  six  hours. 

25.  Visited  my  patient  and  found  him  laboring  under  some  pain  in 
the  lumbar  region  ;  a  violent  cough  ;  extremely  foetid  breath  ;  some 
pain  and  tightness  across  the  chest ;  pain  in  the  right  iliac  region.  The 
pain  complained  of  in  the  chest,  was  located  in  the  region  of  anterior 
and  inferior  portion  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs.  Expectoration  was 
more  copious,  and  had  put  on  more  of  a  purulent  appearance ;  respira- 
tion rather  short  and  quick.  The  disturbance  of  the  bowels  had  subsid- 
ed, and  likewise  the  nausea,  except  at  the  attack  of  a  paroxysm  of 
coughing.  Severe  night  sweats,  though  not  so  profuse  as  they  were 
when  he  first  came  under  my  care — cold  chills,  alternated  with  burning 
flushes  of  heat  upon  the  skin.  Tongue  considerably  coated,  but  under 
the  use  of  the  blue  pill  had  begun  to  improve.  For  the  last  week  has 
had  very  restless  nights  ;  considerable  starting  of  the  extremities  during 
sleep,  together  with  unpleasant  dreams  and  a  troublesome  itching  of  the 
nose.  Saturday  evening,  during  a  paroxysm  of  vomiting,  discharged  two 
worms,  which,  from  the  description  given  of  them  by  his  parents,  I 
judged  belonged  to  the  class  Helminthia  Alvi,  variety  Ascaris  Lumbri- 
coides.  There  remained  a  deep  hectic  flush  upon  the  cheeks  of  about 
the  size  of  half  a  crown  ;  a  saltish  taste  in  the  mouth  and  fauces,  &c. 
Discharges  from  the  bowels  of  a  dark  brown  color,  sometimes  bordering 
upon  green.  Pulse  90  in  a  minute,  moderately  full,  slightly  corded,  and 
that  peculiar  sharpness  before  mentioned.  Ordered  cupping  over  the 
region  of  the  thorax,  and  the  following:  R.  opii,  coni.  aa  3i.  myrrhae 
3ss.  scillae,  camph.  aa.gr.  x. — M.  and  divide  into  pills  of  3  gr.  each 
— one  pill  to  be  given  once  in  4  hours.  PI.  hyd.  as  formerly,  and  a 
cathartic  of  ol.  ricini.  On  examination  I  found  a  slight  trace  of  spinal 
irritation  existing — pressure  applied  over  the  two  or  three  last  dorsal  ver- 
tebrae produced  darting  pains  across  the  anterior  and  superior  portion 
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of  the  thorax — accordingly,  1  made  a  few  scarifications  over  that  portion 
of  the  spine  and  applied  the  cup. 

28.  Some  improvement  in  every  symptom  except  the  pulse,  which 
was  as  frequent  as  100  in  a  minute,  and  possessed  all  the  characteristics 
last  mentioned  under  this  head.  No  blood  in  the  expectoration,  nor  has 
there  been  any  noticed  for  the  last  two  or  three  days — the  quantity 
of  matter  expectorated  becoming  less,  and  improvement  in  quality  ; 
breath  less  foetid,  and  appetite  remains  as  on  the  25th.  Doubled  the 
dose  of  the  pills,  and  ordered  other  medicines  as  on  the  22d  of  March, 
except  the  Dover's  powder.  Cupping  had  removed  the  spinal  irritation. 
Prescribed,  however,  tinct.  of  fol.  digitalis  purp.  in  doses  of  12  drops 
once  in  6  hours,  and  "  increase  one  drop  at  a  dose  until  it  produces  con- 
siderable dizziness." 

May  4th.  Pulse  75  ;  coug;h  had  abated  considerably  ;  appetite  im- 
proving; not  exercised  with  much  pain  ;  a  slight  hectic  flush  remaining; 
abatement  of  cold  chills  and  burning  heat ;  skin  free  and  moist  ;  mat- 
ter expectorated  less  in  quantity,  and  there  exists  a  slight  ptyalism. 
Continue  all  medicines  as  mentioned  on  the  22d  of  March,  or  rather  as 
stated  on  the  28th  of  April  ;  and  in  addition,  directed  the  common  oint. 
of  tart.  ant.  et  potassa,  to  be  applied  over  the  centre  of  the  sternal  re- 
gion, until  it  produces  considerable  irritation. 

9.  A  decided  improvement  in  every  respect  except  the  pulse,  which 
remains  80  in  a  minute,  soft,  not  much  hardness,  and  but  little  of  that  pe- 
culiar sharpness  remaining  ;  coughs  and  expectorates  but  little  :  pain  and 
constriction  in  the  thoracic  region  very  trifling  ;  skin  free  and  moist ;  stom- 
ach less  irritable;  appetite  improving,  as  likewise  the  muscular  strength; 
free  from  chills  or  burning  flushes  of  heat ;  discharges  from  the  bowels 
regular  and  more  healthy.  Continue  the  medicines  as  last  mentioned  ; 
and  in  addition,  directed  the  application  of  plasters  spread  from  emp. 
hyd.  to  the  spinal  region. 

18.  Improvement  continues.  The  ointment  had  produced  a  fine  crop 
of  pustules  over  the  inferior  portion  of  the  sternal  region  ;  appetite  quite 
good  ;  ptyalism  continues  ;  is  improving  in  strength  ;  is  able  to  sit  up 
most  of  the  day  and  walk  about  some ;  is  not  exercised  with  any  pain, 
and  the  medicines  are  continued.  Prescribed  one  grain  doses  of  sulph. 
quinine  (which  1  consider  to  be  an  exceedingly  valuable  tonic,  more  es- 
pecially as  its  power  is  almost  wholly  spent  in  giving  tone  and  energy  to 
the  circulating  system  primarily,  and  to  the  nervous  and  digestive  sys- 
tems secondarily),  to  be  repeated  once  in  five  hours. 

June  1st.  My  business  leading  me  into  the  neighborhood,  call  on 
him — improvement  continues.  Prescribed  the  anodyne  pi.  of  Prof.  Tul- 
ly,  instead  of  the  pills  mentioned  April  25,  and  the  usual  soda  powders. 

July  6.  Continues  to  improve,  though  not  so  rapidly  as  when  I  last 
saw  him.    Medicines  continued. 

18.  Not  so  well.  The  contents  of  another  abscess  had  been  dis- 
charged ;  cough  more  severe  ;  rather  more  restless  nights  ;  appetite  not 
so  good  ;  in  other  respects  much  the  same.  Prescribed  pi.  assafcetida  in 
doses  of  four  grains  once  in  five  hours,  and  lay  by  the  other  medicines 
except  the  pi.  of  Prof.  Tully,  and  pi.  hyd.    Prescribed  tinct.  actsea  race- 
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mosa  in  doses  of  15  drops  once  in  six  hours,  and  increase  two  drops 
at  a  dose,  until  it  produces  considerable  vertigo. 

August  16.  Rapidly  improving — is  now  able  to  labor  some  ;  muscu- 
lar strength  increasing,  and  to  appearance  is  nearly  well,  except  a  slight 
cough,  which  is  diminishing.  Lay  aside  the  assafcetida  and  pi.  anodi. 
Continue  the  actaea  racemosa  and  quinine. 

Sept.  2.  My  patient  called  on  me  to-day,  and  expresses  himself  as 
quite  well — has  rode  a  distance  of  seven  miles  on  horseback,  and  appears 
quite  pleased  to  be  able  to  do  so.  Of  course  must  feel  well  in  order  to 
be  able  to  ride  14  miles  on  horseback,  for  that  would  be  the  distance 
from  his  house  to  my  place,  including  the  return.  The  actaea  racemosa 
is  only  continued. 

Should  this  patient  hereafter  suffer  from  repeated  attacks  while  under 
my  care,  it  will  be  communicated  for  publication  ;  and  the  result,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  carefully  noted  down. 

October  3d,  1836. 


A  NEW  APPLICATION  IN  CHRONIC  PURULENT  OPHTHALMIA 
ATTENDED  WITH  GRANULATED  LIDS. 

BY  EDWARD  J.   DAVENPORT,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Hoston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Ann  Bradlee,  aged  36,  applied  for  advice  Aug.  28,  1836,  for  a  chron- 
ic conjunctivitis  of  both  eyes  of  two  weeks  standing.  The  present 
inflammation  commenced  in  the  left  eye,  with  heat,  itching,  and  swelling 
of  the  eye-lids,  accompanied  with  a  profuse  discbarge  of  purulent  mat- 
ter of  a  yellow  color,  and  mixed  with  hot  scalding  tears.  The  right  eye 
became  affected,  though  in  a  slight  degree,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
days  afterwards.  There  had  been  also  severe  pain  of  forehead,  with  a 
sense  of  stricture,  aggravated  towards  night  and  remitting  in  the  morning. 
There  was  the  usual  intolerance  of  light,  but  not  excessive.  The  in- 
flammatory symptoms  were  preceded  by  a  sensation  as  of  a  stick,  or 
some  foreign  substance,  in  the  eyes,  and  this,  it  should  be  observed,  is  a 
peculiar  characteristic  of  conjunctival  inflammation.  Upon  examination, 
the  sclerotic  conjunctiva  was  found  to  be  highly  injected,  the  vessels  be- 
ing superficial,  and  forming  a  vascular  net-work  of  a  florid  red  color. 
But  the  palpebral  conjunctiva  exhibited  the  most  striking  evidence  of 
the  purulent  character  of  the  disease,  this  membrane  being  its  true  seat. 
Here  the  conjunctiva  was  of  a  dark  red  color,  villous,  much  thickened, 
and  covered,  especially  where  it  is  reflected  over  the  upper  lid,  with 
granulations,  consisting,  however,  not  of  the  true  product  of  an  ulcerat- 
ed surface,  but  of  acini  or  mucous  glands,  greatly  enlarged  and  firmer 
than  natural.  The  semilunar  fold  of  conjunctiva,  situated  at  the  internal 
canthus  of  the  eye,  was  much  increased  in  size,  and  highly  vascular.  It 
seemed  to  extend  itself  into  a  fold  or  roll  of  membrane,  filling  up  entirely 
the  salcus,  formed  at  the  point  where  the  conjunctiva  is  reflected  from 
the  globe  to  pass  over  the  lower  eyelid.    This  was  most  readily  seen  by 
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everting  the  lower  lid,  when  the  fold  was  observed  like  a  fungous  ex- 
crescence protruding  from  the  eye.  Notwithstanding  the  great  amount  of 
disease,  the  cornea  retained  its  integrity  and  transparency  unimpaired, 
nor  was  the  power  of  vision  at  all  diminished.  A  slight  dimness  or 
haziness  of  vision  occurred,  however,  at  times,  from  the  collection  of 
the  morbid  secretion  of  the  lids  upon  the  surface  of  the  cornea,  but  this 
was  merely  temporary.  The  lids  externally  were  swollen,  the  inflam- 
mation forming  a  red  circle  or  areola  around  each  eye.  The  granulated 
state  of  the  lids  above  mentioned,  was  not  the  result  of  the  present  at- 
tack of  ophthalmia,  but  was  the  consequence  of  a  previous  attack  that 
occurred  three  or  four  months  since,  which  had  left  the  eyes  in  a  weak 
and  irritable  state,  predisposed  to  renewed  inflammation  from  any  expo- 
sure or  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  The  cause  of  the  origi- 
nal attack  was  supposed  by  the  patient  to  have  been  "  a  cold,"  but  the 
eyes  had  been  weakened  by  long-continued  application  to  needle-work. 

To  relieve  the  overcharged  and  crowded  condition  of  the  bloodves- 
sels of  the  eyes,  12  oz.  of  blood  was  taken  by  cups  from  the  back  of 
the  neck,  immediately  after  which  the  lower  eye-lids  were  freely  scari- 
fied ;  by  which  means  the  conjunctiva  became  considerably  paler.  The 
patient  was  directed  to  take  daily  two  oz.  of  the  following  mixture,  and 
to  repeat  the  same  every  3d  hour  until  free  cathartic  operation  was  in- 
duced ;  viz.  R.  magnes.  sulphat.  3  ij.  antim.  tartarisat.  gr.  iv.  aq.  comm. 
3  viij.  M.  The  eyes  to  be  kept  covered  with  linen  constantly  wet  in 
equal  parts  of  diluted  alcohol  and  water,  and  the  diet  to  be  light  and 
simple. 

On  the  3d  day  after  commencing  this  treatment,  the  sclerotic  conjunc- 
tiva was  found  to  be  much  less  vascular,  the  head  and  eyes  free  from 
pain,  and  the  inflammatory  symptoms  generally  diminished.  Everting 
the  eye-lids,  and  wiping  the  lining  membrane  dry  with  a  bit  of  soft  rag, 
a  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  of  the  strength  of  24  grs.  to  1  ounce, 
was  applied  to  the  surface  freely  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil,  care  being 
taken  not  to  apply  it  upon  the  eye  itself.  A  few  leeches  were  directed 
to  be  applied  to  the  temples,  and  the  daily  cathartic  and  cold  lotion  to  be 
continued. 

At  the  3d  visit,  a  still  further  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  eyes 
was  manifested.  The  application  of  the  zinc  was  repeated,  and  a  blis- 
ter applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  A  weak  solution  of  the  oxymu- 
riate  of  mercury  in  distilled  water  (one  gr.  to  ten  oz.),  was  directed  at 
the  first  visit,  to  be  injected  lukewarm  into  the  eyes,  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  promoting  cleanliness  and  of  gradually  diminishing  the  discharge. 

At  the  4th  visit,  on  the  9th  day,  the  inflammation  was  confined  chief- 
ly to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  eye-lids,  and  the  zinc  was  continued  as 
before. 

13th  day.  The  patient  reported  that  her  eyes  were  better  than  they 
had  been  at  any  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  first  attack.  The 
granulations  were  diminished  in  size,  and  the  lids  were  much  smoother 
and  less  swollen  than  before.  There  is  little  or  no  purulent  discharge, 
and  the  patient  can  bear  a  moderate  degree  of  light  without  inconve- 
nience.   Requests  leave  to  resume  her  work.    The  zinc  was  directed  to 
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be  applied  twice  each  week,  and  a  weak  solution  of  the  same  to  be  drop- 
ped into  the  eyes  several  times  each  day. 

18th  day.  Patient  was  allowed  to  discontinue  all  treatment,  excepting 
the  daily  application  of  a  colly  riven  of  a  weak  solution  of  the  sulphate 
of  zinc.    Is  able  to  return  to  her  usual  occupations. 

The  zinc  acts  in  the  cure  of  chronic  purulent  ophthalmia,  of  which 
the  granulated  state  of  the  lids  is  merely  a  consequence  and  not  the  dis- 
ease itself,  as  it  does  in  gonorrhoea  and  other  analogous  diseases  of  mu- 
cous membranes,  by  its  astringent  properties.  Of  course  it  is  more  par- 
ticularly applicable  to  recent  cases  of  granulated  lids,  where  the  mucous 
membrane  is  soft  and  spongy.  It  should  not  be  applied  until  after  the 
removal  of  all  inflammation  of  the  eye-ball,  by  the  proper  means.  The 
advantages  of  zinc  over  escharotics,  are  briefly  these:  it  causes  less 
pain  at  the  time  and  subsequent  to  the  application  ;  it  is  not  followed  by 
the  inflammation  of  the  eye-ball,  common  after  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  sulphate  of  copper,  &c.  and  never  occasions  ulcerations  and 
consequent  cicatrices  of  the  eye-lids,  which  are  too  apt  to  occur  after 
the  use  of  caustics,  and  presenting  when  they  do  occur  a  verv  serious 
and  permanent  source  of  irritation.  In  those  cases  of  purulent  ophthal- 
mia, by  no  means  of  rare  occurrence,  in  which,  after  the  subsidence  of 
the  acute  stage,  the  palpebral  conjunctiva  is  left  in  a  lax  and  flabby 
state,  with  the  mucous  glands  enlarged  and  pouring  forth  a  gleety  and 
superabundant  secretion,  the  application  of  a  strong  solution  of  zinc 
daily  or  on  alternate  days,  will  have  a  most  beneficial  effect.  In  other 
cases,  it  will  answer  by  way  of  a  change,  a  consideration  of  no  trifling 
importance  in  obstinate  diseases,  where  remedies,  however  appropriate, 
will  by  degrees  wear  themselves  out.  and  require  to  be  replaced  by  new 
ones. 

As  soon  as  leisure  permits,  reports  of  some  similar  cases  will  be  pre- 
sented, containing  farther  evidence  of  the  beneficial  results  of  this  plan  of 
treatment. 

Boston,  Sept.  1836. 


THE  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  VACCINE  VIRUS  ON  SCROFULA. 
[Translated  from  the  Bulletin  Clinique,  December,  1835,  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

M.  C.  Adrien,  in  a  dissertation  on  scrofula,  endeavors  to  show,  by  a 
number  of  observations,  the  effect  which  vaccination  has  upon  this  terri- 
ble malady.  We  will  quote  from  the  author  the  paragraph  in  which 
he  explains  his  method  of  treatment. 

"  Up  to  the  present  time,  vaccination,  almost  exclusively  employ- 
ed for  smallpox,  has  been  excluded  from  the  treatment  of  other  dis- 
eases. Practitioners  have  indeed  remarked  that  a  large  number  of 
chronic  affections  have  been  cured  while  the  system  was  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  vaccine  virus  ;  but  none  of  them  for  a  moment  have 
thought  of  employing  vaccination  as  a  therapeutic  agent  in  any  of 
them.    Their  experience  had  indeed  demonstrated  the  specific  action  of 
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the  vaccine  matter  against  smallpox,  and  they  also  bore  witness,  en  pas- 
sant, to  the  numerous  cures  of  other  diseases  which  were  coincident  with 
it;  but  the  facts  are  too  numerous  for  us  not  to  see  in  these  cures  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  coincidence  ;  and  they  establish  incontestably, 
in  my  opinion,  at  least,  the  great  efficacy  of  vaccination  in  scrofulous 
disorders.  In  order  to  prove  this,  I  will  mention  some  cases  which  have 
fallen  under  my  notice. 

"A  young  girl,  aged  12,  exhibiting  all  the  signs  of  a  scrofulous  consti- 
tution, had  been  troubled  ever  since  her  second  year  by  an  ophthalmia 
which  had  resisted  all  the  usual  remedial  means.  The  glands  of  the 
neck  were  swollen,  the  conjunctives  injected,  and  ulcerated  ;  and  upon 
the  transparent  cornea  of  the  right  eye  there  was  a  well-developed  web. 
Thirty  punctures  were  made  from  the  right  angle  of  the  maxillare  infe- 
rius  to  the  opposite  side.  Twenty-four  pustules  only  were  perfectly 
developed,  and  these  produced  an  inflammation  so  considerable  that  it 
continued  nearly  a  month.  At  the  end  of  this  time  both  the  ophthal- 
mia and  the  swollen  glands  had  disappeared.  Ten  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  operation,  and  the  girl  continues  to  enjoy  good  health. 

u  Another  child,  of  a  frail  and  delicate  constitution,  and  lymphatic 
temperament,  in  whom  a  slow  and  painful  dentition  had  caused  a  swell- 
ing of  the  inferior  part  of  the  forearms  and  legs,  had  been  entirely 
cured  by  a  comfortable  regimen  and  the  accomplishment  of  dentition. 
But  at  9  years  of  age,  a  lymphatic  tumor  developed  itself  upon  the  spi- 
nous processes  of  the  four  first  dorsal  vertebra.  This  tumor  was  indolent, 
insensible,  and  measured  four  inches  in  length  by  three  in  breadth.  Ev- 
ery method  was  taken  to  remove  this  tumor,  for  the  space  of  a  year. 
But  it  continued  to  make  sensible  progress,  and  as  the  child  had  not 
been  vaccinated,  thirty  punctures  were  made  upon  the  tumor;  ten  more 
were  made  upon  a  gland  of  the  neck  which  had  swelled  to  the  size  of 
a  walnut.  The  vaccination  occasioned  a  very  violent  fever,  which  con- 
tinued from  the  eighth  to  the  thirty-fourth  day  ;  and  at  that  time  all  the 
troubles  disappeared." 

Other  authors  have  also  observed  the  same  results  ;  without  making 
a  therapeutic  agent  of  vaccination,  they  have,  since  its  discovery,  insti- 
tuted numerous  experiments  in  order  to  determine  to  what  degree  it 
possesses  the  anti-variolic  virtue.  In  these  experiments  they  have  been 
struck  with  the  cessation  of  numerous  disorders,  and  the  renovation  of 
the  health  and  constitution  of  the  individual  inoculated.  These  advan- 
tages were  either  attributed  to  the  perfection  of  the  eruption,  and  to  the 
regularity  of  the  motions  which  accompany  it,  or  regarded  as  the  effect 
of  prolonged  suppurations  from  the  place  of  puncture.  M.  Adrien 
cites  the  authors  who  have  observed  the  influence  of  the  vaccine  in- 
oculation upon  the  health.  Mr.  Richard,  of  Plymouth*  says  he  has 
generally  observed  the  health  strengthened  after  vaccination.  He  men- 
tions two  examples,  one  a  young  girl,  the  offspring  of  a  phthisical  father, 
subject  to  vomitings,  having  habitually,  in  consequence  of  disease,  a  pale 
color,  surface  covered  with  livid  spots  ;  the  vaccination  took  kindly,  and 
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School  Demonstrations  in  Anatomy. 


177 


the  child  recovered  its  health  in  a  few  months.  The  second,  a  child  of 
two  years  of  age,  naturally  delicate,  then  convalescent  from  a  bowel 
complaint,  pale,  extremely  feeble,  and  oppressed  in  breathing.  After 
having  been  vaccinated,  it  immediately  recovered  its  strength  and  size, 
and  a  free  and  easy  respiration. 

Dr.  Sacco*  mentions  that  in  vaccinating  children  afflicted  with  paralysis 
or  a  partial  weakness  in  the  arms  or  lower  extremities,  with  chronic 
affections  of  the  glands,  or  with  other  kinds  of  cachexia,  he  has  purpose- 
ly made  a  great  number  of  punctures,  to  the  amount  of  thirty  or  forty, 
and  that  some  rapidly  convalesced,  and  others  have  experienced  a  sensi- 
ble amelioration  from  it.  B.  B.  Appleton,  Jr. 

Sept.  29th,  1836. 


SCHOOL  DEMONSTRATIONS  IN  ANATOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir — A  few  weeks  since,  your  Journal  contained  some  highly  commen- 
datory remarks  on  the  anatomical  department  of  the  Harvard  Medical 
School,  assuring  your  readers  that  the  Professor  was  sparing  no  pains  nor 
expense  to  render  the  facilities  for  proficiency  in  that  part  of  the  instruc- 
tion as  perfect  as  possible.  There  is  one  important  means  of  improve- 
ment to  the  students — 1  may  say  the  most  so  of  any  which  can  be  fur- 
nished— respecting  which  you  did  not  inform  us.  Perhaps  you  are  not 
yourself  informed  about  it;  and  therefore  I  would  respectfully  inquire, 
through  your  paper,  of  those  who  are  able  to  answer  the  question, 
whether  or  not  there  is  to  be  a  competent  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy, 
to  aid  and  instruct  the  students  in  their  dissections  during  the  approach- 
ing term.  S. 
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SELECT  MEDICAL  LIBRARY  AND  ECLECTIC  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE. 

A  prospectus  of  this  new  Journal  will  be  found  on  our  last  page.  Al- 
though it  is  very  well  known  that  the  medical  periodicals  already  estab- 
lished in  this  country,  as  a  whole,  are  poorly  sustained,  and  the  fact  no- 
torious that  several  excellent  ones,  ably  and  learnedly  conducted,  have 
absolutely  died  of  starvation,  we  nevertheless  wish  every  new  comer  may 
have  better  success,  and  therefore  feel  heartily  disposed  to  aid  and  assist 
in  this  new  enterprise,  by  giving  that  portion  of  the  medical  public  to 
whom  we  have  access,  an  early  knowledge  of  the  proposition. 


*  Trattato  della  vaccinazione.    Milano,  1809. 
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In  this  plan  the  reader  will  discover  something  very  similar  to  that 
pursued  by  Gen.  Green,  at  Washington,  under  the  eye  of  Prof.  Patter- 
son. How  their  scheme  has  succeeded,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  ; 
of  the  slovenly  work  of  the  printer,  and  the  miserable  quality  of  the  pa- 
per, we  can  bear  positive  testimony,  as  also  to  some  bitter  complaints  of 
irregularity  in  the  transmission  of  the  numbers.  Some  attempts  have 
been  made  to  republish  standard  foreign  works,  in  this  way,  but  they  have 
invariably  resulted  in  a  failure.  In  the  first  place,  the  subscription  price 
appears  quite  too  formidable,  although  no  one  would  pretend  to  say  that 
a  library  was  not  thus  procured  at  even  less  than  half  price.  In  the 
constitution  of  things,  a  majority  of  mankind  appear  to  prefer  to  be  half 
their  lives  in  procuring  conveniences,  which  they  might  collect  in  a  single 
year,  because  they  do  not  feel  that  so  much  has  been  expended,  when 
gradually  disbursed,  as  when  a  large  purchase  is  at  once  paid. 

With  regard  to  our  own  individual  feelings  upon  this  subject,  Dr. 
Bell's  object  meets  with  our  warmest  approbation,  and  we  shall  not 
only  be  exceedingly  gratified  to  receive  the  Eclectic,  but  to  have  it  lib- 
erally and  cheerfully  sustained  by  others.  The  older  we  grow,  the  more 
interest  do  we  feel  in  the  success  of  enterprises  which  are  designed  for 
disseminating  medical  knowledge.  If  ever  there  was  a  period,  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States,  when  the  principles  of  true  science  were 
actually  called  for,  to  stem  the  torrent  of  systematic  quackery,  this  is 
surely  the  time.  By  some  unaccountable  circumstance,  pretenders,  of 
the  lowest  order,  are  not  only  permitted  to  tamper  with  the  lives  of  their 
fellow  beings  with  impunity,  but  they  also  organize  themselves  into  bands, 
like  brigands,  under  some  one  well  skilled  in  the  knaveries  of  the  craft, 
who  directs  his  emissaries  with  as  much  authority  in  the  bold  business  of 
imposition,  as  a  general  marshals  an  army.  We  tender  our  services  in 
assisting  Dr.  Bell  in  circulating  his  new  Journal  at  the  north — still  doubt- 
ing its  success,  to  the  extent  to  which  its  claims  will  undoubtedly  entitle 
the  publishers  to  expect — and  therefore  solicit  a  few  copies  for  gratui- 
tous distribution,  on  its  first  appearance. 


DYSPEPSTA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir — There  is  one  subject  I  should  like  to  see  treated  by  men  of  talents 
and  experience  in  the  Journal — it  is  chronic  diarrhoea  and  dyspepsia,  with 
irregular  and  too  loose  bowels,  particularly  that  form  of  it  attended  by 
soreness  of  the  tongue,  fauces ,  and  azsophagus,  and  perhaps  of  the  whole  ali- 
mentary canal.  The  prognosis  and  beneficial  treatment  are  the  main  points. 
You  would  oblige  me  by  calling  attention  to  the  subject.  The  treatment 
of  dyspepsia,  in  my  opinion,  is  of  greater  importance  than  that  of  teta- 
nus or  hydrophobia.  It  has  long  been  the  custom  of  medical  men,  when 
composing,  at  their  leisure  moments,  short  essays  for  medical  journals,  to 
select  cases  of  rare  occurrence  in  medicine  or  surgery.  However  true 
and  appropriate  their  remarks  may  be,  they  can  be  of  little  service  to 
mankind  in  general,  since  a  second  one  of  these  rare  cases  but  seldom 
falls  to  the  lot  of  the  same  practitioner.  Practical  remarks  on  diseases 
of  daily  occurrence,  and  on  medicines  in  common  use,  would  be  of  much 
more  service  to  the  profession,  and  consequently  to  mankind.  Dyspep- 
sia is  a  disease  of  more  frequent  occurrence,  perhaps,  than  any  other  ; 
and  although  not  immediately  dangerous  or  alarming,  yet  it  embitters  and 
poisons  every  source  of  human  comfort.  G. 
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Consumption  and  Fever. — A  case  occurred  many  years  since,  in  the 
practice  of  Dr.  Croswel,  of  Catskifl,  N.  Y.  in  which  the  patient,  after 
having  suffered  from  phthisis  so  long  as  to  be  subject  to  a  regular  cough, 
hectic,  and  the  usual  expectoration,  was  seized  with  a  regular  intermittent 
which  continued  two  or  three  weeks,  without  much  abatement  of  her 
phthisical  symptoms.  After  the  disappearance  of  the  fever,  the  consump- 
tive symptoms  increased  in  violence,  and  in  six  or  seven  months  terminat- 
ed fatally.  The  phthisis  was  supposed  to  have  been  originally  occasioned 
by  a  severe  intermittent. 


Stagner's  Truss.  —  Will  some  one  be  so  kind  as  to  give  us  some  account 
of  the  success  of  this  instrument  ?  It  has  been  remarked  that  great 
soreness,  pain,  and  a  degree  of  unnecessary  inflammation  are  induced  by 
it,  from  which  no  adequate  advantages  were  derived.  Moreover,  why 
can  we  not  be  favored  with  a  specimen  to  show  inquirers? 


Dikd, — In  Cornwall  Co.  N.  C.  Dr.  Thomas  Pinckney,  aged  23. — In  Virginia, 
Dr.  P.  N.  Norris,  of  Woodville,  Me.— In  Penfield,  N.  Y.  Sept.  8th,  after  a  long 
and  very  distressing  illness,  Dr.  Pliny  Goulding,  in  the  34th  year  of  his  age. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  October  15,  59.    .Males,  24— females,  26. 
Stricture,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — bowel  complaint,  3— dropsy  on  the  brain, 

2—  teething,  4— murdered,  1  — infantile,  5— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  J— accidental,  3 — Old  age,  3— 
liver  complaint,  2— consumption,  b — decline,  1 — intemperance,  J — fit-,  1-  spasms,  1  — typhous  lever, 

3 —  dysentery,  2 — cancer,  1 — chickenpox,  1 — child-bed,  I — canker,  2 — hip  complaint,  1. 


WlLLOUGHBY  M ED.  COLLEGE. 

(JVi/luughby  University  of  Lake  Erie,  Ohio  ) 
THE  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  on  .Monday,  the  first  of  November  next. 
Amasa  Trowbridge,  M.D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
Daniel  L.  M.  Peixotto,  .M.D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  and  of  Obstetrics 

and  diseases  of  children. 
J.  Lang  Cassels,  M.D.  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
H.  A.  Acklev,  M.D.  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  s> 
Wm.  M.  Smith,  M.D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica. 

The  price  of  Tickets  for  all  the  Lectures,      ______  $55 

Graduation  Fee  and  Diploma,      __-___.        _  15 
Matriculation  and  Library  Ticket,      -  ___-___5 
The  College  buildings  will  be  ready  for  the  accommodation  of  students,  and  the  Chemical  and 
Anatomical  rooms  provided  with  ample  apparatus  and  demonstrations. 

Boarding  at  VVilloughby,  from  §1  50  to  §2  50  per  week.  Oct.  19. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
H.  A.  DE  WAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  he  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
I  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct  7,  1836. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospita',  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
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TREATMENT  OF  GANGRENE  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

[Several  very  interesting  cases  of  this  disease  are  reported  in  the  last 
No.  of  the  American  Journal,  by  Dr.  Gerhard,  of  Philadelphia.  The 
following  are  his  general  remarks  upon  the  treatment.] 

Treatment. — ]n  no  disease  are  the  therapeutic  indications  more  clear- 
ly defined  than  in  gangrene  of  the  lungs.  The  different  stages  of  the 
affection  are  so  well  marked,  and  differ  so  widely  from  each  other,  that 
there  is  little  risk  of  erring  in  the  treatment,  appropriated  to  each  con- 
dition of  the  disease.  In  the  treatment,  the  most  important  distinction 
is  between  the  gangrene  itself  and  the  secondary  pleurisy  resulting 
from  it. 

Gangrene  occurs  in  exhausted  subjects,  either  affected  with  diseases 
calculated  to  weaken  the  powers  of  the  system  or  enfeebled  by  a  life  of 
intemperance.  There  are  found  exceptions  to  this  rule  ;  but  one  occurs 
among  the  preceding  cases  ;  it  is  that  of  the  woman  who  was  taken  ill 
after  working  in  a  damp  and  cold  apartment  filled  with  the  deleterious 
fumes  of  lead.  The  circumstances,  therefore,  under  which  the  disease 
originates,  as  well  as  the  evident  absence  of  fever  and  the  exhaustion  of 
the  patient,  indicate  the  necessity  of  a  tonic  and  supporting  treatment. 
Wine,  the  preparations  of  cinchona,  with  nutritious  broths,  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  animal  food,  are  required  ;  to  these  remedies,  opium  should  be 
added  to  allay  the  paroxysms  of  coughing.  I  have  never  used  ipecacu- 
anha, but  if  emetics  should  become  necessary  to  assist  the  expectoration, 
this  medicine  is  evidently  more  appropriate  than  the  tartaiized  antimony 
or  other  debilitating  remedies.  The  solution  of  the  chloride  of  soda 
seemed  useful,  but  it  was  used  with  some  reserve  from  the  fear  of  disor- 
dering the  stomach. 

The  inflammation  of  the  pleura  and  of  the  pulmonary  tissue,  which 
attends  or  rather  follows  the  gangrene,  requires  a  special  treatment. 
When  this  inflammation  is  severe,  the  disease  is  of  a  more  inflammatory 
type  than  it  is  in  most  cases,  and  is  relieved  by  a  bleeding,  or,  which  is 
still  better,  by  free  application  of  cups  to  the  side  affected.  Blisters 
were  also  of  unequivocal  advantage,  and  were  more  effectual  in  dimin- 
ishing the  pain  of  the  consecutive  inflammation  than  any  other  remedy. 
In  short,  the  pleurisy  was  relieved  by  the  treatment  usually  directed  when 
it  occurs  without  previous  gangrene  of  the  lungs.  It  is  necessary  to  re- 
collect that  in  gangrene  of  the  lungs,  prostration  takes  place  more  easily 
than  in  most  other  diseases,  and  that  the  treatment  which  is  most  useful 
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in  relieving  the  secondary  inflammation,  may  aggravate  the  tendency  to 
gangrene  unless  conducted  with  much  discretion.  The  same  necessity 
for  the  exercise  of  discrimination  on  the  part  of  the  physician,  exists  in 
gangrene  as  in  pulmonary  consumption.  In  both  these  diseases  there 
are  two  principal  indications ;  one  is  to  check  the  progress  of  the  original 
affection  by  a  supporting  treatment,  the  other  to  arrest  the  symptoms 
dependent  upon  the  secondary  pleurisy.  Yet,  singular  as  it  may  seem, 
gangrene  of  the  lungs  is  still  treated  by  some  practitioners  as  if  it  were 
an  active  inflammatory  disease,  to  be  cured  by  bleeding  and  restricted 
diet,  instead  of  tonics  and  nutritious  food. 


ON  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CALCULOUS  DISEASES. 

BY   BENJAMIN   W.  DUDLEY,  M.D.  LEXINGTON,  KY. 
[Continued  from  page  169.] 

The  lateral  operation  being  preferred  to  all  other  methods  of  treating 
calculus  in  the  bladder  by  surgeons  generally,  it  is  desirable  that  equal 
concurrence  should  be  had  in  the  manner  of  its  execution  ;  and  that  the 
form  and  character  of  the  instruments  for  the  different  parts  of  the 
operation  should  be  similar,  in  order  to  secure  equal  success  among  all 
competent  operators.  Even  the  position  of  the  staff  at  the  moment  of 
making  the  external  incision  is  worthy  of  particular  regard.  Mons.  Du- 
bois, recently  of  L'Ecole  de  Medicine,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
operators  of  any  age  or  country,  used  the  same  knife  for  the  external 
incision,  and  also  for  making  the  opening  into  the  bladder ;  an  instru- 
ment differing  from  the  ordinary  scalpel  only  in  being  somewhat  larger 
and  longer.  Most  modern  surgeons  use  the  knife  to  make  the  incision 
into  the  bladder,  which  is  variously  formed  to  meet  their  particular  views 
of  appropriateness ;  while  many  have  condemned  the  gorget  as  an  in- 
strument better  suited  to  the  timid  operator,  and  to  those  who  are  defi- 
cient in  anatomical  knowledge.  The  bistouri  cache  is  a  favorite  instru- 
ment with  some  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  bladder. 

Sir  A.  Cooper,  on  one  occasion,  proposed  to  perform  the  operation  of 
lithotomy  in  the  presence  of  a  large  class,  with  the  bistouri  cache,  but 
after  springing  the  blade  in  the  bladder,  he  commenced  its  withdrawal 
with  the  cutting  ege  turned  to  the  symphysis  pubis.  As  soon,  however, 
as  he  discovered  what  was  done,  he  cautiously  withdrew  it  from  the 
wound,  cast  it  from  him,  and  advised  the  class  never  to  use  an  instru- 
ment of  that  description. 

Sir  A.  Cooper's  knife,  a  long  slender  scalpel  with  a  beak  at  its  ex- 
tremity, fitted  to  the  grooves  of  the  staff,  is  an  instrument  known  to 
most  surgeons  in  this  country  ;  while  some  prefer  it  to  all  others  for 
making  the  incision  in  the  bladder.  After  making  satisfactory  observa- 
tions upon  the  various  methods  of  opening  the  bladder,  I  have  become 
satisfied  with  the  superiority  of  the  gorget  of  Mr.  Cline,  an  instrument 
preferred  to  any  other,  and  therefore  recommended  by  Mr.  Abernethy 
in  his  lectures.    Besides  the  accident  which  happened  to  Sir  A.  Cooper 
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with  the  bistouri  cache,  the  most  elegant  operator,  and  the  first  surgeon 
of  his  age,  the  danger  in  springing  the  knife  in  the  bladder,  of  wounding 
parts  not  necessarily  involved  in  the  operation  and  fatal  to  the  patient, 
constitutes  a  sufficient  reason  for  its  rejection.  The  liability  to  quick 
and  sudden  contraction  of  the  bladder  upon  entering  it  with  the  bistouri, 
endangers  its  being  wounded  in  its  fundus,  or  side,  before  the  movement 
is  made  with  a  view  to  the  division  of  the  neck  ;  and  this  objection  may 
be  urged  in  part  against  all  the  knives  that  are  commended  by  different 
surgeons,  as  well  as  the  bistouri  cache. 

When  a  surgeon  has  a  piece  of  anatomy  fairly  exposed  to  view,  upon 
which  a  certain  operation  is  to  be  performed,  the  superiority  of  the  scal- 
pel cannot  be  rationally  contested.  But  when  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
and  the  prostate  gland,  the  parts  upon  which  the  deeper  incision  in  litho- 
tomy is  made,  are  beyond  the  sight,  nor  even  accessible  to  touch,  an- 
other sense  important  to  the  successful  execution  of  the  duty  of  the  op- 
erator, the  case  becomes  materially  changed  :  and  if  the  bare  remoteness 
from  the  surface,  of  the  prostate  gland  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  those 
portions  of  the  deeper  seated  anatomy  involved  in  the  operation,  present- 
ed the  only  difficulty  to  the  lithotomist,  then  by  exactness  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  hand,  the  ejand  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  might  be  open- 
ed with  some  safety  and  success  ;  but  in  every  subject  of  the  disease 
that  comes  upon  the  table,  there  is  more  or  less  variety  in  the  anatomy 
of  the  parts  concerned  in  the  operation. 

In  youth  as  well  as  in  advanced  age,  in  the  deep  as  well  as  the  shal- 
low perinaeum,  in  the  feeble  as  well  as  the  athletic  habit,  the  prostate 
gland  may  be  preternaturally  hard  or  soft,  large  or  small,  firm  and  resisting, 
or  it  may  yield  before  the  cutting  edge  of  the  knife;  a  diversity  well 
calculated  to  give  uncertainty  to  the  movement  of  the  cutting  portion  of 
the  knife  which  extends  beyond  the  sight  of  the  operator  two,  three,  or 
four  inches,  according  to  the  depth  of  the  parts.  Thus  it  is  that  the 
lateral  surface  of  the  bladder  may  be  opened  more  extensively  than  the 
operator  would  desire  ;  or  the  lateral  bloodvessels  and  nerves  of  the 
vicinity  be  divided,  which  should  be  guarded  against  with  the  utmost 
caution.  The  argument  for  opening  the  bladder  with  the  knife,  that 
the  incision  may  correspond  to  the  magnitude  of  the  calculus,  is  of  little 
weight  among  those  whose  experience  has  been  extensive  in  the  use  of 
the  gorget,  and  who  take  steps  to  protect  the  general  system  from  the 
consequences  of  the  shock  of  the  operation.  The  advantages  of  a  clean 
cut,  with  a  fine-edged  scalpel,  are  in  no  respect  equal  to  the  estimate 
made  by  the  advocates  of  the  practice  ;  nor  is  the  bruising  even  to  the 
laceration  of  the  soft  parts,  by  the  use  of  instruments  in  the  extraction 
of  calculi,  so  much  to  be  feared  in  its  consequences,  as  those  are  inclined 
to  imagine,  who  have  formed  their  opinions  from  injuries  done  to  other 
parts  of  the  system.  The  uninterrupted  warm  bath  in  which  the  wound- 
ed parts  are  kept,  by  the  presence  and  passage  of  the  urine,  maintains 
them  safe  under  all  circumstances  where  the  general  system  has  been 
attended  to,  and  where  the  violence  done  is  not  such  as  to  destroy  all 
power  of  reaction. 

The  immediate  causes  of  death  after  the  operation,  are  said  to  be, 
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either  haemorrhage,  mortification,  or  sudden  sinking,  as  a  consequence  of 
the  shock.  It  can  scarcely  in  any  case  be  made  to  appear  that  haemorr- 
hage from  those  vessels  winch  are  necessarily  divided  in  the  operation, 
can  become  a  cause  of  death.  When  the  patient  is  extremely  reduced, 
and  thereby  cause  is  given  for  such  an  apprehension,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  surgeon  to  postpone  the  operation  until  the  health  and 
strength  are  improved  ;  but  this  great  reduction  of  vigor  need  scarcely 
be  anticipated  in  practice.  Out  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  individu- 
als afflicted  with  the  malady  who  have  made  application  to  me  for  relief, 
the  operation  was  performed  upon  all,  with  the  exception  of  ten  ;  and  of 
this  small  minority,  two  only  were  presumed  to  be  too  debilitated  to 
justify  the  operation ;  one  of  these  was  a  gentleman  eighty-two  vears 
old,  the  subject  of  frequent  and  prostrating  haemorrhages  from  the  blad- 
der ;  the  other  a  youth  in  the  last  stage  of  hectic  fever  from  disease  of 
the  liver  and  lungs. 

In  the  other  eight  cases  the  operation  was  rejected  from  different  and 
various  reasons.  In  the  first  case  of  calculus  wherein  I  was  employed 
as  a  surgeon,  the  transverse  perinaeal  artery,  a  vessel  necessarily  divided 
in  the  operation,  proved  to  be  of  such  magnitude,  that  the  by-standers 
conceived  it  to  be  the  internal  pudic,  and  it  became  necessary  to  secure 
it  with  a  ligature.  On  several  subsequent  occasions  haemorrhage  from 
different  vessels  followed  the  operation,  to  an  extent  that  excited  some 
uneasiness  ;  yet  the  first  was  the  only  instance  in  which  a  ligature  has 
been  applied  by  me  to  stop  bleeding  after  the  operation  of  lithotomy. 

The  bloodvessels  about  the  lateral  portion  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
together  with  those  of  the  prostate,  and  bulbous  portion  of  the  urethra, 
but  especially  the  first  and  last,  are  more  likely  to  prove  troublesome  if 
opened  in  the  operation;  and  when  haemorrhage  occurs  from  those  deep- 
seated  vessels,  it  is  not  without  difficulty  that  efficient  measures  can  be 
adopted  to  control  it.  The  constant  variety  in  the  depth  of  the  peri- 
naeum,  in  successive  patients  who  present  themselves  for  the  operation, 
added  to  the  variable  condition  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  prostate 
gland,  including  the  enlarged  and  the  indurated,  or  the  relaxed  and  di- 
minished state  of  this  organ,  tends  very  much  to  expose  these  parts  to 
be  unnecessarily  and  dangerously  wounded,  when  the  scalpel  is  selected 
with  a  view  to  open  the  bladder.  A  sweep  of  the  knife,  the  extremity 
of  which  is  made  to  perform  an  arc  of  a  circle  in  the  bladder,  with  a 
force  applied,  sufficient  to  carry  it  through  a  space  precisely  suited  to 
one  patient,  might  with  similar  force  be  quite  too  extensive  for  a  second, 
and  of  insufficient  dimensions  in  a  third  ;  and  this  is  his  dilemma,  whether 
the  surgeon  is  desirous  either  that  his  incision  shall  correspond  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  calculus,  or  that  it  shall  be  of  the  same  dimensions 
in  every  case. 

To  secure  uniformity  to  an  operation  made  with  the  scalpel  on  parts 
not  accessible  either  to  the  sight  or  touch,  the  hand  should  in  every  case 
be  at  a  like  distance  from  the  incision  to  be  made,  while  the  parts  to  be 
divided  must  be  similar  in  the  resistance  they  oppose  to  the  edge  of  the 
instrument.  These  are  conditions  which  it  is  impossible  to  secure  in  the 
operation  of  lithotomy.    Wounded  vessels  are  no  doubt  inclined  to  bleed, 
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more  or  less,  according  to  the  healthy  condition  of  the  general  system, 
and  of  the  particular  parts,  at  the  time  the  operation  is  performed  ;  and 
from  idiosyncrasy  one  individual  is  much  more  exposed  to  haemorrhage 
than  another  under  like  circumstances.  These  facts  make  it  important 
that  the  subject  for  every  operation  of  lithotomy  shall  be  treated  by  diet 
and  medicine  so  as  to  curtail,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  causes  of  difficulty 
and  danger  after  it  is  performed. 

Inflammation  is  represented,  and  no  doubt  with  great  propriety,  as 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  consequences  to  this  operation.  It  may  be 
the  more  immediate  result,  either  of  the  unprepared  state  of  the  general 
system  ;  of  the  highly  diseased  condition  of  the  parts  operated  upon  ;  of 
the  incautious  latitude  of  the  incision  through  the  prostate,  and  neck  of 
the  bladder ;  of  the  dressings  applied  to  the  wound  ;  or  of  the  mode  of 
confining;  the  patient  in  bed  after  the  operation  is  performed.  The  re- 
marks already  made  on  the  importance  of  a  healthy  condition  of  the 
general  system,  and  especially  of  the  organs  involved,  as  preparatory 
to  all  capital  operations,  renders  it  unnecessary  to  add  more  on  that 
subject. 

An  uncalled-for  extent  of  incision  through  the  prostate  gland  and 
neck  of  the  bladder,  besides  incurring  danger  from  haemorrhage,  leaves 
the  parts  in  a  condition  more  exposed  to  inflammation.  According  to 
the  extent  of  the  wound  in  the  neck  and  side  of  the  bladder,  will  be  the 
liability  to  infiltration  of  urine  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  an  occur- 
rence that  would  produce  the  most  destructive  form  of  inflammation. 
Many  surgeons  in  this,  as  after  all  other  operations,  are  accustomed  to 
apply  what  they  may  esteem  the  most  appropriate  dressings  to  the 
wound,  a  practice,  the  tendency  of  which  is  thought  to  be  scarcely 
equivocal.  The  surgeon  must  desire,  so  long  as  the  wound  in  the  blad- 
der remains  unclosed,  that  the  fluid  from  its  cavity  shall  have  a  free  pas- 
sage through  the  external  wound.  He  could  not  embrace  the  practice 
of  maintaining  the  edges  of  the  wounded  bladder  separated,  with  a  view 
to  favor  the  escape  of  urine.  This  would  be  in  opposition  to  the  efforts 
of  nature  wherein  she  is  often  successful  in  re-uniting  the  bladder  by  the 
first  intention  :  nor  can  he,  as  I  conceive,  consistently  with  views  equal- 
ly sound,  make  an  application  of  dressing  to  the  surface,  the  tendency 
of  which  would  be  to  retard  or  obstruct  the  discharge  of  fluids,  through 
the  external  wound,  which  may  have  escaped  from  the  bladder,  since 
such  a  course  of  treatment  would  be  favorable  to  the  infiltration  of  urine. 
The  obvious  line  of  conduct  for  the  surgeon  with  these  reflections  before 
him,  is  to  avoid  all  dressings,  and  to  maintain  the  wound  in  a  condition 
most  favorable  to  the  free  escape  of  all  fluid  not  within  the  cavity  of  the 
bladder. 

The  position  in  bed  for  the  first  two  or  three  days  after  the  operation, 
is  a  point  worthy  of  the  surgeon's  care.  Some  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed operators,  and  among  them  Mr.  John  Bell,  placed  the  patient  on  the 
right  side,  and  required  him  to  retain  that  position  as  most  conducive  to 
safety.  It  is  obvious  that  the  patient  cannot  be  the  subject  of  a  constant 
flow  of  urine  through  the  wound  when  lying  on  the  right  side,  inasmuch 
as  the  left  side  of  the  bladder  is  opened  ;  but  it  is  yet  to  be  decided, 
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whether  this  position  is  not  most  favorable  to  the  escape  of  urine  into 
the  cellular  substance  of  the  pelvis. 

While  the  right  side  of  the  bladder  is  progressively  filling  in  this  posi- 
tion, the  inference  is  admissible,  that  the  left  is  drawn  off  from  the  cor- 
responding surface  of  the  pelvis;  whereby  the  escape  of  urine  into  the 
cellular  substance  is  facilitated.  Impressed  with  the  correctness  of  these 
view's,  I  have  always  required  the  position  on  the  left  side  to  be  scrupu- 
lously observed,  until  from  the  free  and  unrestrained  flow  of  urine 
through  the  wound,  all  danger  from  infiltration  has  passed  away.  The 
exact  correspondence  between  the  incision  in  the  integuments,  in  the 
perinseum  and  bladder,  is  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  discharge  of  the 
urine  when  the  patient  rests  on  the  left  side  ;  and  after  the  operation,  it 
generally  flows  uninterruptedly  until  the  organ  begins  to  regain  its  pow- 
ers ;  hence  the  advantages  of  this  position  over  any  other.  Yet  1  would 
not  be  understood  to  urge  that  position  can  at  all  times  preserve  the 
patient  free  from  infiltration.  My  own  observations  would  reject  such 
an  inference,  as  the  following  interesting  case  must  exemplify  in  a  very 
conclusive  manner.  Steele,  a  youth  of  17,  applied  to  be  relieved  of 
calculus  in  the  bladder,  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  for  four  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  also  been  the  subject  of  abscesses  of  a  peculiar 
character  on  various  parts  of  his  body  and  limbs,  all  of  which  included 
more  or  less  of  needle-like  formations  of  bone.  One  of  these  was  in 
a  state  of  maturity  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  to  be  put  under  treatment. 
He  had  also  sustained  a  luxation  of  the  hip-joint  three  years  previous, 
as  represented  by  himself  and  his  father,  occasioned  by  cramp  in  the 
muscles  of  the  hip ;  and  the  limb  remained  three  inches  shorter  than  the 
other. 

Being  much  reduced,  he  only  took  one  cathartic  as  preparatory  to  the 
operation.  When  placed  on  the  table  and  tied  in  the  presence  of  some 
of  the  faculty,  and  of  all  the  medical  class,  I  was  greatly  astonished  to 
perceive  the  left  tuberosity  of  the  ischium  apparently  two  inches  longer 
than  the  right,  and  its  transverse  dimensions  so  much  increased,  as  to  oc- 
cupy most  of  the  space  between  this  bone  and  the  constrictor  ani  ; 
whereby  it  became  impossible  to  perform  the  operation  in  the  usual  way. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  while  the  assistants  were  taking  their  posi- 
tions, the  idea  was  conceived  of  making  the  external  incision  transverse, 
and  of  dividing  the  common  point  of  insertion  for  the  constrictor  and  pe- 
rinaei  muscles  ;  which  was  executed  before  it  was  ascertained  by  those 
present  to  be  the  only  alternative  in  performing  the  operation. 

After  great  labor  and  difficulty,  a  calculus  measuring  about  eleven 
inches  in  circumference,  and  upwards  of  three  inches  in  diameter,  weigh- 
ing nine  ounces,  was  extracted.  The  violence  clone  to  the  soft  parts  by 
the  forceps,  the  lever,  and  the  calculus,  caused  the  whole  of  the  accel- 
erator muscles,  and  the  bulbous  portion  of  the  urethra,  to  slough  and 
come  away  ;  and  the  bladder  which  was  filled  by  the  calculus,  except 
between  the  entrance  of  the  ureters  and  the  prostate,  being  much  lace- 
rated by  the  various  efforts  made  to  force  the  legs  of  the  forcep  within 
its  cavity,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  the  stone,  suffered  extensive  infil- 
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tration,  followed  by  inflammation  and  sloughing  of  the  cellular  substance 
within  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis. 

The  consequences  of  the  operation  became  manifest  in  a  few  days, 
by  occasional  discharges  of  a  fluid  of  an  excessively  foetid  character, 
consisting  of  blood,  pus,  and  urine  ;  with  swelling,  soreness  and  pain  in 
the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomen,  but  especially  in  the  left  side  just 
above  the  groin.  The  erect  posture  was  found  necessary  to  encourage 
the  escape  of  this  fluid  ;  and  when  the  patient  was  placed  upon  his  feet, 
which  was  done  from  twice  to  four  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  a  gill 
or  more  would  frequently  escape  at  a  time,  having  a  pungency  and  a 
fcetor  almost  without  a  parallel.  -On  two  or  three  occasions,  between 
the  sixth  and  twelfth  day  after  the  operation,  and  immediately  preceding 
and  during  the  successive  sloughs  of  the  soft  parts  in  the  perinaeum,  con- 
sisting of  muscles,  urethra  and  cellular  substance,  he  became  transiently 
and  alarmingly  prostrate,  with  feeble,  frequent  pulse,  and  vomiting,  ob- 
tuse vision  and  deafness.  Little  could  be  done  for  the  general  system, 
during  this  critical  stage  of  the  local  parts.  By  means  of  copious,  often- 
repeated,  and  long-continued  ablutions  of  warm  water,  to  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  abdomen  and  perinaeum,  the  urgent  symptoms  were  always 
greatly  alleviated,  and  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  the  patient  was  restored 
to  perfect  health.  As  a  consequence  of  the  loss  of  all  the  bulbous  por- 
tion of  the  urethra,  and  accelerator  muscles,  but  little  power  remained 
of  propelling  his  urine  to  a  distance  from  his  feet,  and  from  this  circum- 
stance he  thought  himself  unfit  for  matrimony.  He  soon  changed  his 
mind,  however,  and  has  now  a  large  family  of  children.  But  while  this 
case  is  given  in  order  to  show  that  position  does  not  under  all  circum- 
stances maintain  the  patient  free  of  infiltration,  with  its  distressing  and 
dangerous  consequences,  it  does  not  in  any  respect  militate  against  its 
efficacy  as  applicable  in  general  practice. 

(To  be  continued.) 


MASS.  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  REPORT  ON  CONSULTATIONS. 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  October  5th,  1836,  the  following  report  was  read  and  accepted; 
and  the  committee  on  publications  were  directed  to  cause  it  to  be  pub- 
lished and  distributed — 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  stated  meeting  of  the  Counsel- 
lors, in  May  last,  "to  inquire  and  report  whether  any  facts  have  come 
to  their  knowledge  of  the  violation  of  the  8th  By-Law,  relating  to  consult- 
ations," he.  respectfully  ask  leave  to  report — 

That,  at  the  same  meeting,  a  communication  was  received  from  a 
Fellow  of  the  Society,  charging  ten  individuals  with  a  violation  of  this 
By-Law,  and  one  with  a  violation  of  the  9th  By-Law.  This  commu- 
nication was  referred  to  the  same  Committee  ;  and  the  Recording  Sec- 
retary, at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  immediately  after  the  meeting, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the  charges, 
informing  him  of  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  and  of  their  readi- 
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ness  to  receive  any  evidence  or  facts  of  which  he  might  be  in  possession, 
that  would  support  the  charges  that  he  had  advanced. 

No  reply,  however,  was  made  to  t his,  and  the  Committee,  after  wait- 
ing several  weeks,  directed  their  chairman  to  make  another  application 
for  the  same  purpose,  which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  8th  of  August. 
But  no  answer  was  received  to  this  note  till  October  3d,  and  this  was 
merely  a  repetition  of  the  charges,  with  the  names  of  the  individuals, 
and  of  those  of  two  or  three  not  In  the  first  letter.  No  evidence  what- 
ever was  furnished. 

The  Committee  cannot  forbear  the  expression  of  their  surprise  that 
any  Fellow  of  this  Society  should  make  charges  of  a  grave  character 
against  other  Fellows,  and  some  of  them,  too,  among  the  most  respecta- 
ble members  of  our  institution,  without  being  prepared  to  exhibit  the 
proofs  on  which  he  grounded  his  accusations.  The  Committee  did  not 
feel  that  they  had  a  right  to  call  upon  the  individuals  thus  arraigned,  as 
they  were  not  in  possession  of  the  slightest  evidence  of  their  guilt  :  and 
even  if  they  did  not  believe  them  innocent,  though  they  certainly  had 
no  reason  to  think  them  otherwise,  it  would  be  a  novei  mode  of  conduct- 
ing an  investigation  of  this  character,  to  call  upon  the  accused  to  furnish 
evidence  that  might  lead  to  their  own  conviction.  The  Committee 
would  further  remark,  that  one  of  the  individuals  thus  accused,  is  not  a 
Fellow  of  the  Society,  having  withdrawn  from  it  many  years  since,  and 
that  his  name  has  been  inadvertently  continued  on  the  list.  They  would 
also  observe,  that  the  Fellow  who  is  charged  with  violating  the  9th  By- 
Law,  by  recommending  a  patent  medicine,  however  widely  he  may  have 
deviated  from  the  spirit  of  the  law,  has  not,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring 
to  it,  violated  its  letter. 

And  here  the  Committee  might  close  their  report  by  remarking,  that 
"  no  facts  have  come  to  their  knowledge,  of  the  violation  of  the  8th  By- 
Law,"  which  require  the  animadversion  of  the  Society  ;  but  before  do- 
ing this  they  would  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Counsellors 
to  one  or  two  points  connected  with  this  subject. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  they  would  remark,  that  there  is  a  palpable 
difference  in  the  conduct  of  those  individuals,  who,  by  accident,  inadver- 
tence, or  from  a  belief  that  some  good  may  be  effected  by  it,  have  occa- 
sionally met  and  consulted  with  irregular  practitioners,  and  the  course  of 
those,  who,  at  all  times,  consult  with  such  practitioners,  knowing  their 
true  standing,  and  at  the  same  time  avow  their  determination  of  persist- 
ing in  such  practices. 

It  no  doubt  occasionally  happens  to  a  Fellow  of  this  Society  to  be 
called  to  a  patient,  and  to  find  on  his  arrival  that  he  is  in  the  charge  of 
an  irregular  practitioner,  to  whom  the  physician  is,  perhaps,  for  the  first 
time  introduced.  He  may  be  unacquainted  with  his  true  standing,  and  the 
time  may  be  too  precious  to  be  lost  in  inquiries  on  the  subject ;  or,  if  he 
knows,  the  situation  of  the  patient  may  be  such,  that,  by  refusing  to  act, 
and  to  act  promptly,  he  would  be  justly  liable  to  the  charge  of  inhumanity. 

Another  case,  and  one  where  the  course  is  still  less  doubtful,  may  oc- 
cur. A  Fellow  of  the  Society  may  be  called  to  meet  a  physician  of 
good  education,  but  who  has  perhaps  so  recently  come  into  the  State 
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that  there  has  not  been  time  for  him  to  be  licensed  by  the  Censors,  or 
who  for  some  other  cause  is  not  in  good  standing  with  our  institution. 
He  may  be  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  unacquainted  with  the  method 
which  he  should  adopt  to  obtain  fellowship.  It  would  be  obviously  un- 
just to  class  such  an  individual  with  ignorant  and  designing  empirics  ;  and 
the  proper  course  for  a  member  of  our  Society  seems  to  your  Committee, 
to  be,  to  meet  such  a  person,  and  to  explain  to  him  the  nature  of  our 
institution,  the  object  of  its  laws  and  the  mode  of  admission,  and  thus 
induce  him  to  attach  himself  to  it,  and  in  this  way  give  additional  effi- 
ciency to  our  rules. 

Both  of  the  supposed  cases  were  more  likely  to  happen  formerly, 
when  the  Society  was  small  and  its  influence  inconsiderable,  than  at  pre- 
sent ;  and  much  more  likely  to  occur  in  the  country,  where  the  practi- 
tioners are  remote  from  each  other,  than  in  the  larger  towns,  where, 
from  their  proximity,  the  character  and  standing  of  every  one  must  be 
known. 

Though  the  Committee  have  made  these  suggestions  to  palliate  occur- 
rences of  the  kind  alluded  to,  they  are  at  the  same  time  of  opinion,  that 
they  should  be  avoided  at  all  times,  as  far  as  possible,  and  they  deem  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  every  Fellow  of  the  Society  scrupulously  to  adhere  to 
the  spirit  of  its  laws.  They  cannot  persuade  themselves  that  the  cases 
which  would  justify  a  deviation  from  them  can  be  of  frequent  occurrence.. 

The  Committee  would  remark,  in  the  second  place,  that  there  seems 
to  be  a  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of  some,  as  to  the  object  of  our 
laws  relating  to  consultations.  There  are  many  who  affect  to  think,  and 
there  are  perhaps  a  few  who  actually  believe,  that  these  laws  are  made 
for  the  benefit  of  the  profession,  when,  in  truth,  as  the  least  reflection 
will  show,  their  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  good  of  the  community  ; 
to  guard  the  public  against  ignorant,  designing,  and  unprincipled  pretend- 
ers. Medical  men  alone  are  competent  to  judge  of  the  qualifications 
of  the  practitioners  of  the  healing  art,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  point  out  a 
course  of  education  to  be  pursued  by  those  who  intend  to  enter  on  this 
arduous  and  responsible  calling.  There  surely  can  be  no  ground 
of  complaint  on  the  part  of  candidates  for  the  medical  profession,  pro- 
vided that  it  be  neither  difficult  nor  burdensome  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  to  enter  it.  NowT  it  is  notorious  that  this  is  not  the  case  in 
this  Commonwealth,  and  consequently  there  is  nothing  exclusive  in  the 
character  of  our  regulations. 

Having  established  then  a  course  of  education,  and  fixed  the  manner 
by  which  the  parties  are  to  give  evidence  that  they  have  successfully 
pursued  it,  the  profession  are  bound  by  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  their 
fellow  citizens,  to  say  to  all  who  do  not  choose  to  pursue  this  course  and 
give  this  evidence,  that  if  they  undertake  to  practise  the  healing  art,  they 
will  hold  no  professional  communion  with  them.  We  have  then  dis- 
charged our  duty  to  the  community,  and  if  they  employ  such  unlicensed 
persons,  they  do  it  on  their  own  responsibility  ;  no  blame  can  rest  on  us. 

The  regulations  of  our  Society,  in  relation  to  those  who  have  been 
educated  out  of  the  State,  are  neither  oppressive  nor  unreasonable,  as 
they  have  sometimes  been  represented,  but  are  on  the  contrary  of  the 
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most  liberal  character.  They  require  only  that  such  persons  should  give 
evidence  of  having  gone  through  a  course  of  study  equal  to  that  which  is 
demanded  by  our  own  laws.  The  diplomas  of  all  respectable  institutions 
are  received  as  evidence  of  this  course,  provided  these  institutions  require 
as  long  a  period  of  study  before  the  examination  is  made,  as  is  done  here. 
It  may  not  perhaps  be  necessary  to  require  more  than  this,  but  less  could 
not  be  demanded  in  justice  to  the  public. 

This,  then,  is  all  that  our  Society  undertakes  to  do  in  relation  to  prac- 
titioners of  medicine  in  this  Commonwealth.  In  what  consists  the  op- 
pression ?  Where  is  the  monopoly?  What  are  the  exclusive  privileges 
we  enjoy  ?  We  merely  point  out  a  course  of  medical  study,  which  we 
deem  it  necessary  for  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  community  for  every 
practitioner  of  medicine  to  pursue,  and  if  he  does  not  choose  to  give 
evidence  that  he  has  done  this,  we  say  that  we  will  hold  no  professional 
intercourse  with  him.  We  do  nothing  more;  and  if  he  be  not  success- 
ful in  his  profession,  the  fault  may  be  in  him  ;  it  certainly  is  not  with  us. 

Can  we  do  less  than  this  ?  Should  we  not  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to 
the  public  and  ourselves  if  we  neglected  to  do  it  ?  Would  it  be  right, 
by  consulting  with  such  individuals,  to  declare  to  the  world,  as  we  cer- 
tainly should  do,  that  we  believed  them  to  be  well  educated  ?  when,  to  say 
the  least,  we  have  no  evidence  of  the  fact.  Who  has  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  our  course  ?  Not  our  fellow-citizens,  for  they  can  employ  whom 
they  please  ;  and  the  practitioners,  who  will  not  conform  to  our  rules  as 
to  a  proper  course  of  study,  cannot,  blame  us  if  we  will  not  receive  them 
as  associates  and  fellow-laborers. 

To  deny  us  the  privilege  of  determining  with  whom  and  on  what 
terms  we  will  hold  professional  intercourse,  would  be  a  gross  violation  of 
our  rights,  to  which  we  ought  not,  and  to  which  we  never  could  sub- 
mit. It  is  an  interference  with  our  personal  concerns  that  cannot  be 
tolerated. 

The  Committee  deem  it  proper  to  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  the 
course  which  this  Society  has  adopted  in  relation  to  consultations,  seems 
to  be  fully  authorized,  if  not  actually  contemplated  by  the  Legislature 
in  the  act  of  incorporation  passed  in  1781.  By  this  act,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, that  the  President  and  Fellows,  or  such  officers  as  they  may  ap- 
point, are  authorized  to  examine  candidates  for  the  practice  of  physic 
and  surgery,  as  to  their  skill  in  their  profession  ;  and  if  the  officers  thus 
appointed  shall  refuse  to  examine  any  candidates  who  may  offer  them- 
selves, each  and  every  one  of  the  examiners  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  the  candidate,  for  his  own  use, 
in  any  court  in  this  Commonwealth.  And  in  the  same  act,  the  follow- 
ing forcible  language  is  used,  showing  very  strikingly  the  sentiments  of 
the  Legislature  on  this  subject :  "  It  is  clearly  of  importance  that  a  just 
discrimination  should  be  made  between  such  as  are  duly  educated,  and 
perfectly  qualified  for  the  duties  of  their  profession,  and  those  who  may 
ignorantly  and  wickedly  administer  medicine,  whereby  the  health  and 
lives  of  many  valuable  individuals  may  be  endangered,  or  perhaps  lost 
to  the  community." 

It  is  believed  that  our  Society  will  be  ever  anxious  to  make  this  dis- 
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crimination,  and  that  the  regulations  formed  for  this  purpose,  having  no 
private  or  personal  object  in  view,  will  be  complied  with  uniformly  and 
with  cheerfulness  by  all  its  members.  If  this  be  done  in  good  faith,  it 
cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  public  good  will  be  essentially  promoted, 
and  that  our  Institution  will  be  regarded  with  increased  favor  by  the 
community.    Which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

Geo.  Hay  ward,  ^ 

E.  Hale,  Jr.      >  Committee. 

Ebnr.  Alden,  ) 

Boston,  Oct.  5th,  1836. 
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COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS,  NEW  YORK. 

Since  the  death  and  burial  of  Rutger's  Medical  College,  of  mushroom 
growth,  the  last  notice  of  which  was  that  the  building  would  be  sold  at 
auction,  the  old  school  has  pursued  a  steady  and  upright  course.  Two 
medical  colleges  have  never  flourished  well,  at  the  same  time,  in  New 
York.  In  Philadelphia,  by  some  combination  of  fortunate  circumstan- 
ces, not  understood  here  at  the  north,  they  succeed  wonderfully  well,  and 
for  ought  we  know,  maintain  a  friendly  intercourse.  Dr.  Mott,  in  the 
chair  of  surgery  and  pathological  anatomy,  whose  reputation  has  extend- 
ed far  and  wide,  will  draw  great  classes  to  New  York,  as  long  as  he 
holds  a  connection  with  the  University.  Dr.  J.  Augustine  Smith,  too, 
always  has  exerted,  and  while  he  is  able  to  teach  physiology  always  will 
exert,  a  powerful  influence.  Dr.  J.  B.  Reck  is  an  eloquent  and  unrivalled 
teacher  of  medical  jurisprudence,  whose  reputation  is  a  Corinthian  pillar 
that  would  sustain  even  a  tottering  edifice.  Dr.  Delafield  is  another 
distinguished  teacher.  While  these  gentlemen  are  at  the  helm,  New 
York  will  have  a  well-managed  medical  college.  The  lecture  term  com- 
mences on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  continues  four  months. 
Cost  of  all  the  tickets,  $106— matriculation,  $5.  The  New  York  hos- 
pital offers  every  possible  form  of  surgical  practice,  to  which  the  student 
has  access  daily.  There  is  also  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  an  appen- 
dage, as  it  were,  of  the  hospital,  thrown  open,  free  of  expense.  Another 
season,  a  new  and  splendid  edifice  is  to  be  erected. 

But  there  is  no  need  of  going  out  of  New  England  to  study  medicine. 
The  college,  hospital,  and  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  of  Boston,  are  not 
surpassed  by  those  in  any  of  the  neighboring  cities.    Each  and  all  of 
these  institutions,  in  the  United  States,  are  worthy  of  public  confidence. 


EYE  INFIRMARY  AT  CANTON,  CHINA. 

Dr.  Parker  writes  that  up  to  November  last,  two  hundred  and  forty  pa- 
tients had  been  received  in  the  course  of  seventeen  days.     "  I  have  ad- 
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mired,"  says  this  surgeon,  "  the  fortitude  of  a  female  upon  whom  I  have 
operated  for  a  cataract.  I  stated  to  her  distinctly  her  case  in  three  par- 
ticulars— that  she  could  not  see  at  present  ;  that  no  medicine  could  cure 
her  eyes  ;  and  that  by  the  operation  I  proposed,  there  was  a  chance  for 
her  recovering  her  sight.  This  she  understood,  and  wished  to  take  her 
chance.  When  about  to  enter  the  needle  into  her  eye,  she  was  told  that 
it  would  hurt  some.  She  replied,  '  I  do  not  care,  if  1  may  recover  my 
sight.'  She  neither  groaned  nor  moved  a  muscle  that  I  perceived,  dur- 
ing the  operation  ;  and  when  it  was  over,  she  pressed  my  hand,  and  for  a 
moment  said  nothing.  I  presently  raised  her  eyelids,  and  she  said,  £  I 
see  a  little  light,'  which  was  all  I  expected  or  desired.  Of  240  patients, 
ten  have  lost  both  eyes,  and  will  never  again  behold  the  light  of  the  sun  ; 
and  five  have  lost  one  eye."  On  the  29th  of  November,  a  terrible  fire 
broke  out  in  the  city  of  Canton,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  move  the 
medicines  as  well  as  patients  of  the  Infirmary.  Fourteen  hundred  build- 
ings were  consumed.  The  woman  whose  cure  is  here  related  was  moved 
to  a  sampan.,  provided  for  her  accommodation.  The  power  of  vision, 
however,  daily  increased.  She  said  that  the  like  of  the  surgeon  had  not 
been  for  10,000  years,  and  that  she  expected,  if  she  came  on  earth  2,000 
years  hence,  she  should  bow  to  his  statue.  .Dr.  Parker  also  operated  for 
cataract  on  one  eye  of  a  rich  rice  merchant,  who  had  been  nearly  sight- 
less eight  months,  and  was  perfectly  successful.  In  his  gratitude,  he 
promises  to  have  the  doctor's  picture  executed  on  wood,  and  a  writing 
placed  by  the  side  of  it,  that  all  men  may  know  what  has  been  done  for 
him. 


Sir  William  Blizard. — Mr.  Cook's  short  memoir  of  Sir  William,  deliv- 
ered, however,  one  year  ago,  before  the  Hunterian  Society,  is  quite  an 
interesting  pamphlet,  even  in  this  country.  The  name  of  the  individual 
whose  short  biography  is  portrayed  by  Mr.  Cook,  was  almost  as  familiar- 
ly known  in  America  as  in  Engiand.  He  lived  to  be  over  ninety  years 
old.  To  the  practitioners  now  on  the  stage,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  he 
was  a  sort  of  medical  bugbear,  when  examinations  were  held  for  college 
honors.  He  was  the  son  of  an  auctioneer,  at  Barnes  Elms,  and  born  in 
1743.  In  1780,  he  was  appointed  to  the  London  hospital  ;  and  with  Dr. 
Maclauren,  established  the  first  regular  medical  school  in  connection 
with  such  an  institution,  in  1785.  Sir  William  first  performed  the  opera- 
tion of  tying  the  superior  thyroidal  artery  in  bronchocele;  he  was  also  one 
of  the  first  surgeons  who  secured  the  subclavian.  The  last  operation  he 
ever  performed  publicly,  was  in  1827,  when  eighty-four  ijears  old  !  Al- 
though he,  in  his  day,  enjoyed  a  pretty  extensive  reputation,  his  knowl- 
edge of  books  was  very  limited  :  in  the  course  of  a  remarkably  long 
practice,  he  had  acquired  an  immense  fund  of  clinical  knowledge,  not- 
withstanding the  unwillingness  of  those  of  a  younger  generation  to  admit 
it.  The  late  eminent  and  eccentric  Mr.  Abernethy  was  his  pupil.  Twice 
the  subject  of  this  notice  was  president  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  and 
thrice  had  the  honor  of  delivering  the  Hunterian  oration.  When  he  re- 
tired from  the  lectureship  at  the  hospital,  he  presented  the  whole  of  a 
great  anatomical  and  pathological  collection,  of  about  nine  hundred 
specimens,  to  the  college.  Sir  William,  in  the  ripeness  of  age,  detested 
those  new-fangled  innovations,  which  are  gilded  over  with  the  word  re- 
form; things,  to  his  view,  were  well  enough  as  they  were.  His  benevolence 
was  active,  and  continually  displayed  in  charities  to  the  poor.    Once,  he 
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became  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  London  Volunteers.  In  prison  im- 
provements and  police  regulations  and  reforms,  he  was  much  and  deeply 
interested.  It  should  be  recorded  that  he  was  a  firm  and  humble  believer 
in  the  superintendence  of  a  Supreme  Being.  At  the  great  age  of  ninety- 
one,  he  was  operated  upon  for  cataract,  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  with  success, 
which  the  old  gentleman  commemorated  by  the  composition  of  an  ode. 


Chlorine  Gas  for  the  cure  of  Hydrocele. — Dr.  Deblois,  says  the  Medi- 
cal Review,  was  in  the  habit  of  curing  this  disease  by  injecting  chlorine 
gas  instead  of  red  wine.  The  process  was  as  follows  :  the  gas  was  con- 
tained in  a  bladder,  to  which  was  fixed  a  pipe  and  stopcock,  adapted  to  the 
canula  of  the  trochar,  into  which  it  was  fitted  after  draining  off  the  fluid. 
The  stopcock  was  then  turned,  and  the  bladder  compressed  by  the  hands, 
to  force  its  contents  into  the  tunica  vaginalis.  When  this  was  distended, 
the  apparatus  was  removed  and  the  thumb  placed  over  the  mouth  of  the 
trochar,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  gas,  for  the  time  of  two  minutes. 
It  was  then  allowed  to  go,  and  two  or  three  repetitions  of  the  operation 
were  considered  sufficient  for  the  cure.  That  there  are  peculiar  advan- 
tages from  this  practice,  over  the  old  process,  seems  very  certain. 
"  They  are,"  says  a  commentator,  "the  simplicity  of  the  apparatus,  and 
the  whole  sac  being  equally  distended  and  exposed  to  the  contact  of  the 
gas,  which  is  riot  the  case  with  fluid  injections,  which  always  gravitate. 
The  danger,  also,  which  sometimes  occurs  from  the  fluid  being  forced  in- 
to the  cellular  tissue  of  the  scrotum,  is  avoided.1'  This  is  certainly 
worth  the  attention  of  su.rge.ons  :  in  theory  it  appears  unobjectionable. 


Worms  in  the  Air  Passages. — Of  late,  it  has  been  ascertained  that 
death  has  been  produced  in  repeated  instances  by  lumbrici  which  had 
worked  their  way  from  the  stomach  up  through  the  oesophagus,  and  from 
the  top  of  the  pharynx  threaded  their  way  down  through  the  larynx  into 
the  trachea.  It  is  quite  probable  that  many  small  children  have  been 
suffocated  in  this  way,  and  the  true  cause  never  even  suspected.  Exami- 
nations, as  they  are  ordinarily  conducted,  would  hardly  ever  lead  the  phy- 
sician to  explore  the  trachea,  unless  there  was  reason  for  believing  it  the 
seat  of  disease  ;  and  the  idea  of  finding  worms  lodged  there,  would 
scarcely  ever  be  entertained,  were  the  fact  not  placed  beyond  a  doubt. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  the  stethoscope  would  be  an  excellent  guide 
in  determining  the  presence  of  a  worm  in  the  bronchial  tubes.  Diminu- 
tion of  the  respiratory  murmur,  particularly  in  the  right  lung,  would 
render  the  diagnosis  more  certain.  Should  it  be  satisfactorily  ascertained 
that  one  was  there,  presuming  it  could  be  no  other  foreign  body,  trache- 
otomy would  be  the  only  hope,  and  should  be  immediately  performed. 


Nursery  Exercises  in  Africa. — Mr.  Whitehurst,  in  his  journal  kept  on  an 
embassy  to  the  native  kings,  in  the  interior,  beyond  Liberia,  records  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  him,  from  the  manner  of  stuffing 
their  infants  with  food  and  water,  that  deaths  are  not  more  frequent. 
The  child  is  placed  in  the  mother's  lap,  and  soft  boiled  rice  forced  down 
its  throat  until  it  becomes  passive  from  repletion.  Indeed,  respiration  is 
so  long  suspended  that  the  mother  frequently  inflates  the  lungs  by  blow- 
ing into  the  mouth.    After  this  gorging  takes  place,  the  little  animal  is 
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well  greased  with  palm  oil,  and  then  placed  on  a  mat  in  the  sun  to  sleep; 
and  when  it  awakes,  a  repetition   of  these  strange  processes  takes  place. 

Mr.  Whitehurst  saw  a  white  negress,  on  one  of  his  jaunts  to  the  inte- 
rior country,  beating  rice  at  a  mortar'.  She  was  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  of  an  admirable  figure.  On  her  back  were  a  few  black  spots,  but 
her  eyesight  was  less  perfect  than  albinos  in  general.  She  did  not  ap- 
pear conscious  of  any  impropriety  in  being  gazed  at  with  intense  curiosi- 
ty by  the  traveller  and  his  companions,  although  in  a  complete  state  of 
nudity. 


Nerves  of  Fishes.  —  In  the  Squalus  maximus  (says  the  reviewer  of  Mr- 
Swan,  on  the  nervous  system),  one  of  the  highest  of  the  cartilaginous 
fishes,  there  are  indeed  some  very  slight  enlargements  upon  the  posterior 
roots  of  the  nerves  ;  but  these,  in  some  instances,  are  so  indistinct  as  to 
lead  us  to  doubt  whether  they  ought  really  to  be  considered  ganglia. 
We  know  of  no  class  of  vertebrated  animals,  beside  fishes,  in  which  the 
ganglia  of  the  posterior  roots  are  wanting  ;  and  hence  it  becomes  diffi- 
cult to  understand  why  in  this  class,  alone,  they  are  absent.  The  spinal 
nerves  of  the  cod  prove  that  the  anterior  bundles  are  not  for  exciting 
one  set  of  muscles,  and  the  posterior  their  antagonists,  thus  negatively 
confirming  the  already  fully  established  views  of  Bell,  Magendie  and 
some  others,  that  the  two  sets  are,  one  for  motion  and  the  othf.r  for 
sensation. 


Naval  Surgeons. — A  Board  of  examination  composed  of  Naval  Sur- 
geons is  directed  to  convene  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  first  of 
November  next. 

The  Board  will  consist  of  Drs.  Thomas  Harris,  Wm.  Turk,  Samuel 
Jackson,  Thomas  Williamson,  and  M.  Morgan,  and  it  is  convened  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  Assistant  Surgeons  for  promotion. 

Assistant  Surgeons  whose  commissions  bear  date  anterior  to  the  1st  of 
January,  1833,  who  have  served  two  years  at  sea,  have  permission  to 
present  themselves  to  the  Board,  arid  are  required  to  report  at  the  time 
and  place  above  mentioned,  to  Dr.  Harris,  President  of  the  Board. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Abraham  Wendall,  who  has  been  located  a 
considerable  time  in  the  city  of  Piera,  South  America,  has  been  obliged 
to  flee  in  consequence  of  having  been  detected  in  coining  money.  The 
ship  George  and  Mary,  of  Edgartown,  has  been  involved  in  difficulty,  by 
ignorantly  carrying  out  the  press  and  dies  from  this  country.  C.  Hig- 
ginson,  Esq.  of  Payta,  cautions  whalemen  "  not  to  allow  any  more  doc- 
tors to  come  out  in  whaleships." — The  operation  for  cataract  on  the 
Duke  of  Sussex's  eyes,  has  been  successful. — Dr.  Palmer,  stipendary 
magistrate  of  Jamaica,  was  recently  removed,  and  as  speedily  re-instat- 
ed, by  Lord  Glenelg,  which  has  made  considerable  disturbance. — The 
cholera  is  beginning  to  rage  violently  at  Prague. — A  man  was  killed  by 
lightning  in  Michigan,  whose  bowels  were  torn  out,  and  every  bone  in  his 
body  broken  ;  the  case  is  without  a  parallel  in  medical  history. — Much 
sickness  prevailed  among  the  troops  at  Fort  Heileman,  Florida.  Sept. 
27th,  says  a  private  letter,  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  out  of  eleven 
companies,  were  able  to  perform  duty. — The  use  of  saltpetre  is  strongly 
recommended,  both  internally  and  externally,  in  all  cases  of  the  bite  of  a 


Medical  Miscellany. 


195 


rattlesnake. — Dr.  Henry,  the  well-known  author  of  Henry's  Chemistry, 
whose  death  is  announced,  committed  suicide.  He  shot  himself  in  the 
chapel  of  his  residence  at  Pendlebury.  His  nervousness  has  been  con- 
tinually increasing  ever  since  his  return  from  the  meeting  of  the  British 
Scientific  Association,  and  he  must  therefore  he  regarded  as  having  been 
insane. — A  national  custom,  of  immemorial  date,  exists  in  the  Burman 
empire,  of  dislocating  the  elbows  of  females,  in  their  infancy,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  present  the  inside  of  the  fore  arm  turned  outwardly. — Dr. 
William  Johnson  has  gone  out  surgeon,  and  H.  N.  Glentworth  assist- 
ant, in  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Boston. — Dr.  Birbeck,  the  English  lecturer 
on  chemistry  and  mechanics,  has  discovered  a  method  of  making  In- 
dia rubber  candles. — Dr.  J.  P.  Alden  recently  extracted  a  needle  from 
a  man's  thigh,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  there  ever  since  his  infan- 
cy, nearly  sixty  years. — The  cholera  has  ceased  to  alarm  the  citizens  of 
Charleston. — Animal  Magnetism  is  becoming  quite  a  convenient  agent  at 
Cambridge. — JMedical  lectures  commence  in  Boston  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  .November,  and  continue  three  months. — Havana  is  now  distin- 
guished for  its  excellent  health  :  the  last  summer  a  little  cholera  was 
manifest  on  some  of  the  plantations,  but  no  great  alarm  was  excited. — Dr. 
Yates,  of  New  York,  cures  all  stammerers. — Dr.  David  M.  Reese  has 
published  an  essay  in  reply  to  Dr.  Biigham's  "  Observations  on  the  in- 
fluence of  religion  upon  the  health  and  physical  welfare  of  mankind." — 
The  cholera  is  represented  to  be  terrible  at  Trieste. — Arrived  from  Eu- 
rope, Dr.  Bethune,  of  Boston. — Dr.  Lewis  has  published  a  very  severe 
communication  in  the  Boston  papers,  addressed  to  Drs.  Hayward,  Hale, 
and  Alden,  a  Committee  of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Medical  Society, 
touching  their  report  contained  in  this  week's  Journal.  "  When  doctors 
disagree,"  Stc. — The  late  John  Lowell,  who  died  at  Bombay,  has  left  half 
his  fortune  of  half  a  million  dollars,  for  the  establishment  of  popular  scien- 
tific lectures  in  Boston. 

Erratum. — On  page  171,  last  No.,  line  1st,  insert  3- 


Died, — In  Washington,  D.  C.  Dr.  Joseph  Lovell,  Surgeon  General  of  the  U. 
S.  Army. — At  Lyme,  N.  H.  Dr.  R.  N.  Lambert,  of  Bangor,  aged  37 — being  on  a 
visit— At  Canterbury,  Con.  Charles  T.  Morse,  M.D.  31.— At  New  York,  Peter 
Shannon,  M.D.  36. — In  De  Ruyter,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Ruggles  Carpenter,  aged  70. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  October  22,  40.    Males,  18— females, 22. 

Teething,  2— typhous  fever,  6 — consumption,  8 — worms,  1— prolapsus  ani,  1 — lung  fever,  4 — bowel 
complaint,  2— dropsy,  1— dysentery,  I — liver  complaint,  1— con vulsions,  1— throat  distemper,  1 — 
cholera  morbus,  1 — infantile,  1 — pleurisy,  1— disease  of  the  kidneys,  1 — canker,  1 — worm  fever,  1 — 
disease  of  the  heart,  1— disease  of  the  lungs,  1— paralytic,  1 — stillborn,  3. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospita',  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  tlie  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry     by     Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "     Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery     -      -      -      -      -  -      -   "     Dr.  Otjs. 

On  Anatomy        -      --      --      --      --      --      ---     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $  100— to  lie  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  i:i  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 
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WILLOUGHBY  MED.  COLLEGE. 

(JVil/ou.ghby  University  of  Lake  Erie,  Ofiio.) 
THE  Lectures  at  this  Institution  will  commence  oh  Monday,  the  first  of  November  ne.\t. 
Amasa  Trowi-ridge,  M.D.  Professor  of  Surgery  and  medical  Jurisprudence. 
Daniel  L.  M.  Peixotto,  M.D.  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  and  of  Obstetrics 

and  diseases  of  children. 
J.  Lang  Cassels,  M.D.  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
H.  A.  Acklev,  M.D.  Professor  of.Anaiomy  and  Physiology. 
Wm.  M.  Smith,  M.D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica. 
f         The  price  of  Tickets  for  al!  the  Lectures,      -      -      -  -      -  §55 

Graduation  Fee  and  Diploma,  -      -      -      -        -  ]5 

Matriculation  and  Library  Ticket,      -  -      -      -      -      -  -\5 

The  College  buildings  will  be  ready  for  the  accommodation  of  students,  and  the  Chemical  and 
Anatomical  rooms  provided  with  ample  apparatus  alia1  demonstrations. 
Boarding  at  Willoughby,  from  $1  50  to  $2  50  per  week.  Oct.  19. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 
THE  course  of  Medical  instruction,  in  Yale  College,  begins  on  Thursday,  Nov.  3d,  1836,  and  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.    There  are  at  least  five  lectures  daily  through  the  term,  and  a  part  of  the 
time  six.    The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Eli  Ives,  M  D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  William  Tully,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Jonathan  Knigfii   M.D.  ' 

Obstetrics,  by  Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

The  several  courses  in  all  die  departments,  are  full  and  complete,  and  the  means  of  illustration 
ample. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7,50;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medic  i,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  ($12,50  each,  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6 — amounting  to 
$76— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 

All  the  necessary  expenses  of  living  in  New  Haven  during  the  winter  are  from  $2  to  $4  a  week, 
according  to  the  accommodations  required.  6t 

Yale  College,  Sept.  I,  1836. 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Medical  Lectures  in  Harvard  University  will  begin  at  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College  in 
Mason  Street,  Boston,  the  first  Wednesday  in"  November  next,  at  1-4  before  t(J  A.  M.  and  will  con- 
tinue three  months  For  one  month  after  the  end  of  the  course  Lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  the  Dissecting  Room  will  he  open  to  such  Students  as  may  remain,  without  aiWitionallee. 
Such  Students  may  also  attend  the  Practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 

Anatomy  and  Operations  in  Surgery,      -         -  -  Dr.  Warren. 

Chemistry,  __      ___  Dr.  Webster. 

Materia  Medica,         -         -         -         _         _     '_         __         Dr.  Bigelow. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,      -  Dr.  Channing. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  -  Dr.  Hayward. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,         -  -  Dn.  Ware. 

Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  as  usual  on  the  cases  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
New  Dissecting  Room.  — Anew  Dissecting  Room  is  now  building,  and  will  be  finished  before  the 
Lectures  begin,  it  will  occupy  all  the  vacant  land  at  the  East  of  the  Medical  College.  Every  care 
is  taking  to  make  this  important  part  of  the  Medical  School  as  perfect  as  possible,  so  that  it  may  fur 
nish  to  the  Student  ample  facilities  for  prosecuting  his  Anatomical  studies.  The  legal  enactments  o~ 
the  State,  so  liberally  and  so  wisely  framed,  will  be  faithfully  and  thoroughly  applied  to  the  accomf 
plishment  of  their  iinportanobjects.  WALTER  CHANNING,  Dean. 

Jul)  ,  1836.  eoptN 

PROLAPSUS  UTERI  CURED  PY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 
DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-A BDOMIN  AL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
Uteri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  telaxatinn  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity 
from  the  distressing  "  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero  Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that' it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  h  iving  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  he  promptly  attended  to. 

Lowe  &  Reed,  Boston  ;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  11.  ;  Joshua  Durcin,  Portland,  Me.; 
Joseph  Dalch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. 5  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5— 6m 
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MEDICAL  AND   PHYSICAL  TOPOGRAPHY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DEER 
FIELD,  FRANKLIN  CO.,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

BY  STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS,  M.D.,  LATE    PROFESSOR  OF    MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE  IN 
THE   BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  noticed  with  much  pleasure  the  suggestion  of  a  "  gentleman  of  emi- 
nence in  the  profession,"  recommending  the  propriety  of  publishing  the 
Medical  Topography  of  Massachusetts.  The  scheme  has  been  a  favor- 
ite one  with  me,  for  many  years,  and  I  am  gratified  to  find  the  columns 
of  the  Medical  Journal  open  for  the  reception  of  such  communications. 
It  is  only  by  a  careful  observation  of  the  diseases  of  the  country,  that 
we  are  enabled  successfully  to  combat  them.  This  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Coan  sage,  the  Father  of  Medicine,  the  immortal  Hippocrates,  who, 
when  he  was  asked,  "  Who  is  the  physician  that  is  an  honor  to  his  pro- 
fession ?"  replied,  "  He  who  has  merited  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  public  by  profound  knowledge,  long  experience,  consummate  integ- 
rity ;  who  has  been  led  through  the  whole  circle  of  the  sciences ;  who 
has  a  due  regard  to  the  seasons  of  the  year  and  the  diseases  which  they 
are  observed  to  produce,  to  the  states  of  the  wind  peculiar  to  each 
country,  and  the  qualities  of  its  waters;  who  marks  carefully  the  locali- 
ties of  towns,  and  of  the  surrounding  country,  whether  they  are  low 
or  high,  hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dry  ;  who  moreover  neglects  not  to  mark  the 
diet  and  regimen  of  the  inhabitants,  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  causes  that 
may  produce  disorder  in  the  animal  economy."  In  conformity  with 
the  above  observations,  he  spent  a  great  part  of  his  life  in  exploring  the 
islands  of  the  Grecian  Seas  and  of  the  Archipelago,  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  His  life  was  spent  in  tracing 
nature,  and  in  observing  and  recording  facts  as  interpreted  by  her. 
Hence  the  immortality  stamped  upon  his  name  and  writings.  The 
English  and  American  Hippocrates,  the  venerated  Sydenham  and  our 
beloved  and  venerated  Rush,  both  recommend  to  their  medical  brethren 
the  same  excellent  course  of  study  and  observation. 

Chorographical  sketches  are  always  interesting  and  highly  useful  to  the 
medical  philosopher.  This  field  in  the  United  States  has  been,  as  yet, 
but  slightly  explored.  To  the  natural  historian  it  is  unbounded,  and  the 
pioneers  in  this  fascinating  science  have  much  to  urge  them  onward  in 
their  course.  We  have  hundreds  of  medicinal  plants  in  Massachusetts, 
which,  probably,  in  the  language  of  Rush,  "  now  exhale  their  virtues  in 
13 
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the  desert  air."  Let  not  the  subject  be  neglected.  "  The  science  of 
medicine  is  related  to  everything."  Never  was  there  a  finer  opportuni- 
ty for  the  display  of  native  professional  talent,  with  which  our  country 
abounds.  Trifling  and  unimportant  as  my  mite  may  appear,  I  present 
it  to  my  brethren  through  the  medium  of  the  Journal,  without  much  re- 
gard to  order  or  regularity. 

Climate. — The  climate  of  this  town  is  not  essentially  different  from 
that  of  the  neighboring  towns  in  the  interior  of  the  Commonwealth, 
from  twenty-five  miles  from  the  sea  coast  to  the  banks  of  Hudson  river, 
in  the  State  of  New  York.  It  is  extremely  variable,  and  has  by  no 
means  the  uniformity  of  climate  of  some  of  the  northern  and  western 
States.  Deerfield  is  in  latitude  42°  32'.  Longitude  72°  41'  west  from 
Greenwich. 

It  is  believed  that  the  climate  in  all  parallels  of  latitude  is  nearly  the 
same,  excepting  local  peculiarities  ;  for  instance,  the  climate  in  the  same 
parallel  upon  the  seaboard,  is  milder  than  in  the  interior  ;  that  in  old  coun- 
tries, less  humid  than  that  of  new.  Winds  have  an  essential  and  striking 
influence  upon  climate.  The  winds  which  blow  from  the  Atlantic  are 
milder  than  our  north-western  ones  ;  the  latter  passing  over  immense 
masses  of  snow  and  ice  which  abound  in  those  regions  in  the  cold  sea- 
sons of  the  year.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  questionable  whether  fogs  have 
an  influence  upon  climate,  or  climate  upon  fogs.  There  is  generally 
much  more  fog  in  new  than  in  old  cultivated  countries  ;  and  more  in 
valleys  near  stagnant  waters  and  running  streams,  than  upon  elevated  hills. 
Those  from  stagnant  waters  are  generally  unhealthy,  predisposing  to  in- 
termittent and  other  fevers,  while  those  from  running  streams  are  healthy. 
The  fogs  upon  the  extensive  valley  of  Deerfield  meadows  are  far  more 
dense,  and  of  longer  continuance,  than  upon  the  adjacent  mountains. 

In  order  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  climate  of  any  country,  it  is 
-necessary  that  correct  and  accurate  meteorological  observations  should 
■be  daily  taken.  These  should  be  confined,  principally,  to  thermometri- 
cal,  anemetrical,  and  pluviametrical  researches;  at  the  same  time  it 
would  be  well  to  direct  the  attention  to  barometrical  and  endiometrical 
observations.  The  weight  and  moisture  of  the  atmosphere  are,  however, 
perhaps,  of  secondary  importance. 

An  opinion  was  prevalent  for  many  years  that  our  climate,  for  the 
last  thirty  or  forty  years,  had  been  gradually  ameliorating  and  becoming 
milder.  No  regular  detailed  thermometrical  observations  have  been 
made  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  by  which  we  are  able  accurately 
to  determine  the  facts.  Such  a  journal  has  been  kept  for  one  or  two 
years,  and  the  greatest  heat  and  greatest  cold  have  been  noted  for  a 
few  years.  An  opposite  opinion  has  also  obtained,  that  there  has  been 
a  greater  prevalence  of  cold  and  moisture  since  June,  1806,  than  at  any 
period  preceding  that  time.  The  subject  of  climate  is  dark  and  intri- 
cate, and  all  our  speculations  in  regard  to  it  must  ever  remain  vague  and 
uncertain  ;  for  at  some  seasons  we  have  the  cold  of  Lapland,  while  at 
others  we  have  the  heat  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  that  too  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. A  few  observations  kept  here  will  suffice  to  substantiate  the 
opinion,  or  the  fact,  that  our  climate  is  an  extremely  variable  one. 
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1818.  January. — Thermometer  twice  below  zero;  once  10°  below. 

Greatest  bent  in  the  same  month,  40"  above  zero. 

February. — Thermometer  seven  times  below  zero  ;  once  23°  below. 
Greatest  heat  40  above. 

Marchl  and  8. — Thermometer  at  zero.    Greatest  beat,  55  above. 

1819.  — This  winter  was  a  perfect  contrast  to  the  preceding  and  suc- 
ceeding one.  I  extract  a  few  observations  from  my  meteorological  jour- 
nal, to  show  the  mildness  of  the  season. 

January  23. — The  weather  for  a  week  past  has  been  rainy  and  foggy. 
So  much  does  this  weather  resemble  spring,  that  meadow  larks  have 
arrived.    No  snow  upon  the  ground. 

24.  Wild  geese  passed  over  to  the  northern  regions.    Still  foggy. 

25.  Wild  geese  passed  over — perhaps  the  flocks  which  passed  up 
yesterday.  Weather  clear  and  warm.  A  neighbor  of  mine  sowed 
wheat  this  day.    It  was  good  dragging  the  land. 

31.  The  weather  has  continued  quite  warm  for  a  fortnight  past. 

February  1.  Very  warm.  An  old  grass  field  was  set  on  fire  this  day  ; 
the  fire  spread  over  several  acres,  and  the  workmen  had  some  difficulty 
in  checking  the  progress  of  the  flames. 

2.  Warm  as  summer,  and  smoky.    Bees  out  of  the  hive  in  abundance. 

3.  WTarm  enough  to  sit  in  the  house  without  a  fire. 

4.  Still  very  warm.  Catkins  of  the  willow  beginning  to  burst  their 
calyces.  This  did  not  happen  last  year  till  the  25th  of  March.  Im- 
mense numbers  of  flies  seen  this  day. 

5.  Phebe  arrived. 

9.  Weather  still  warm  and  pleasant  as  summer.  Window's  open  in 
several  houses.  The  beat  in  the  middle  of  the  day  is  rather  oppressive 
to  people  who  exercise  much  abroad.  It  is  comfortable  sitting  in  the 
evening  with  very  little  fire.  Catkins  of  the  poplar  expanded.  A 
few  heads  of  skunk  cabbage  appeared. 

10.  Warm  as  summer.    Flower-buds  of  the  elm  beginning  to  swell. 

11.  A  few  sugar  maple  trees  tapped. 

The  weather  continued  warm  and  pleasant  till  past  the  middle  of  the 
month,  when  it  became  colder,  and  we  bad  several  small  snow-storms,  but 
not  snow  enough  to  make  it  good  sleighing. 

1824.  January. — The  thermometer  has  not  been  down  to  zero  but 
once  this  month. 

1825.  — The  months  of  January  and  February  have  been  a  continued 
March.  The  thermometer  but  once  sunk  below  zero  in  either  of  these 
months. 

1826.  — Little  snow,  and  a  mild  winter. 

Observations  by  the  thermometer  for  13  months  in  1826-7. 

1826.  July. — Greatest  heat  85  Oct. — Greatest  heat  77 

Least  heat  60  Least  do.  27 

Aug. — Greatest  heat  85  Nov. — Greatest  heat  55 

Least  heat  60  Least  do.  20 

Sept. — Greatest  heat  86  Dec. — Greatest  beat  55 

Least  do.  45  Least  do.  8  below  zero. 
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1827.  Jan. — Greatest  heat       44  April— Greatest,  heat  76 

7  times  below  zero,  once  25  below.  Least  do.  35 

Feb.—  Greatest  heat       47  iMay.— -Greatest  heat  90 

5  times  below  zero,  once  1 1  below.  Least  do.  38 

March. — Greatest  heat   67  July. — Greatest  heat  92 

Least  do.               2  Least  do.  60 

1829.  Jan. — Thermometer  5  times  below  zero  this  month;  once  15 
below. 

Feb. — Very  cold.  Thermometer  14  times  below  zero  ;  once  16 
below. 

March  29. — Thermometer  57  1-2  above  zero. 
May  24. — Thermometer  93  above  zero. 

Dec. — The  whole  month  very  mild.  No  snow.  Thermometer  rang- 
ed from  20  to  35  during  the  month. 

1830.  — Very  mild.  Little  snow  either  in  January  or  February. 
Thermometer  7  times  below  zero  ;  once  17  below. 

1831.  Jan. — Mild.    Lilile  snow. 

Feb. — Thermometer  7  times  below  zero  ;  once  10  below. 
May  9. — Thermometer  90  1-2  above  zero. 

June. — Very  warm.  Thermometer  on  the  2d,  96  above  zero  ;  3d, 
94  above. 

1832.  Jan. — Thermometer  7  times  below  zero;  once  12  below. 
Feb. — 6  times  below  ;  once  16  below. 

1834.  Jan. — 6  times  below  ;  once  8  below. 
Feb.  16. — Thermometer  42  above  zero. 

July  7.— Thermometer  92  above  ;  8th,  96  ;  9th,  98  ;  25th,  98  ;  and 
26th,  97  above  zero. 

Dec. — Thermometer  7  times  below  zero  ;  once  7  below. 

1835.  — Thermometer,  eleven  days  in  succession,  below  zero;  once 
more  than  30°  below  in  January. 

Feb. — Nine  days  below  ;  once  10  degrees. 

Nov.  30. — Thermometer  3  degrees  below  zero  ;  once  16  below. 

1836.  Jan. — Thermometer  8  times  below  zero  ;  once  16  below. 
From  some  plu viametrical  observations  made  by  my  grandfather,  David 

Hoyt,  Esq.  it  appears  that  the  snow  fell  in  1812,  76  1-2  inches.  That, 
however,  was  an  unusually  severe  winter. 

Rufus  Saxton,  Esq.  of  this  town,  has  obligingly  furnished  me  with 
the  following  results  of  his  observations  upon  the  depths  of  snow  which 
have  fallen  in  this  town  since  the  year  1815. 


Winters 

Inches. 

Winters  Inches. 

1815  & 

1816 

40 

1825  & 

1826       -        -  32 

1816 

1817 

-  61 

1826 

1827       -        -  69 

1817 

1818 

-  49 

1827 

1828  before  January  24 

1818 

1819 

-  52 

1828 

1829        -       -  60 

1819 

1820 

51 

1831 

1832        -       -  82 

1820 

1821 

85 

1832 

1833        -       -  62 

1822 

1823 

58 

1833 

1834        -       -  61 

1823 

1824 

38 

1834 

1S35        -       -  55 

1824 

1825  - 

-  31 

1835 

1836  I  believe  over  90 
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Probably  in  1830  and  1831  the  depth  of  snow  was  as  great  as  in  any 
years  noticed.  The  observations  were  incomplete  for  those  years.  The 
greatest  depth  of  snow  which  fell  at  any  one  time  was  24  inches,  in 
December,  1823. 

Health,  Medical  Statistics. — This  town  may  be  considered  as 
healthy  as  any  upon  Connecticut  river,  and  perhaps  as  any  in  the  United 
States.  There  are  now  no  local  causes  which  peculiarly  predispose  to 
disease.  Formerly  the  inhabitants  were  very  subject  to  intermittent  and 
bilious  fevers,  owing  to  stagnant  waters  and  vegetable  miasmata,  which 
were  occasioned  by  the  subsiding  of  the  waters  from  the  level  of  our 
meadows.  This  fact  is  contradicted  by  the  late  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  in 
his  work  on  typhous  fever,  who  asserts  that  intermittent  fevers  never 
originate  in  the  valley  of  Connecticut  river,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source, 
for  the  breadth  on  eac  h  side  of  it  of  forty  or  fifty  miles.  We  have, 
however,  abundant  facts  to  show  that  fever  and  ague  was  formerly  very 
prevalent  in  this  town.  The  site  of  our  town  street,  and  our  extensive 
meadows,  were  once  the  bed  of  a  lake,  a  passage  for  which  has  burst 
through  the  mountain  about  half  a  mile  from  the  place  where  it  now  emp- 
ties into  Connecticut  river.  Upon  the  subsidence  of  the  waters  of  the 
lake,  the  meadows  were  left  an  extensive  marsh,  interspersed  with  numer- 
ous ponds  of  stagnant  waters,  the  fogs  arising  from  which,  and  putrid  vege- 
table miasma,  annually  occasioned  numerous  cases  of  fever  and  ague. 
This  is  always  the  case  in  new  level  countries  in  the  neighborhood  of 
lakes  and  ponds  of  stagnant  water.  Within  sixty  years,  however,  there 
have  been  few7  cases  of  this  disease,  and  at  present  it  does  not  prevail 
here.  The  marshes  have  dried  up.  Deerfield  river  runs  rapidly  through 
the  meadows,  and  there  are  no  ponds  of  stagnant  water. 

Generally  speaking,  there  are  no  prevailing  disorders  here.  There, 
however,  occasionally  happen  epidemic  diseases,  as  is  the  case  in  every 
town  in  the  United  States.  The  diseases  with  which  we  are  occasionally 
visited  are  extremely  diversified.  More  occur  from  pulmonary  consump- 
tion than  from  any  one  cause,  and  I  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  that 
this  fatal  scourge  of  the  human  race  is  not  diminishing  in  frequency  here. 
The  croup  in  infants,  the  dysentery,  the  scarlet  fever,  and  other  species 
of  fevers,  and  the  consumption,  may  be  said  to  be  the  most  prevalent 
complaints.  Once  within  forty  years  we  have  seen  the  terrible  ravages  of 
epidemic  dysentery,  which  was  equal  in  malignity,  for  the  time  which  it 
prevailed,  to  the  yellow  fever  of  Philadelphia  or  the  plague  in  London. 
Twice  within  thirty  years  a  peculiar  malignant  epidemic  fever  prevailed, 
and  once  within  four  or  five  years  the  scarlet  fever  was  extremely  mortal. 
The  origin  of  the  spotted  fever  which  prevailed  here  in  the  autumn  of 
1806,  was  traced  to  animal  and  vegetable  putrefaction,  and  a  want  of  atten- 
tion to  cleanliness  in  the  families  in  which  it  prevailed.  Its  destructive 
ravages  were  confined  principally  to  those  families.  A  few  scattering 
cases  have  appeared  since  that  time.  The  lung  fever,  or  typhoid  pneu- 
monia, we  had  in  common  with  our  neighbors  in  the  different  towns  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  place,  in  1814.  The  other  fevers  which  have  pre- 
vailed here  within  twenty-five  years,  have  been  either  typhous,  or  the 
autumnal  bilious  remitting  fevers,  principally  the  latter,  and  very  few  cases 
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of  the  former.  Some  of  these  have  been  confined  to  the  south  village 
in  this  town,  which  is  now  far  from  being  unhealthy  ;  and  some  to  that 
section  of  the  town  which  lies  immediately  upon  the  banks  of  the  Con- 
necticut river,  which  had  hitherto  been  considered,  and  is  now  known  to 
be,  a  very  healthy  part  of  the  town.  It  has  been  stated,  and  1  believe 
the  observation  is  correct,  that  diseases  are  generally  less  inflammatory 
in  this  place  than  in  the  neighboring  elevated  towns. 

Of  late,  with  very  few  exceptions,  our  winters  are  more  unhealthy  than 
our  summers.  Fevers  have  often  prevailed  more  at  this  season  than  at 
any  other,  contrary  to  the  usual  laws  of  these  complaints. 

Nearly  the  same  observations  will  apply  to  diseases  as  to  climate,  viz. 
that  in  all  parallels  of  latitude,  excepting  particular  localities,  and  the 
manners,  customs,  occupations,  and  luxuries  of  mankind,  diseases  are 
nearly  the  same. 

According  to  the  parish  register,  there  have  been  950  deaths  in  this 
town  from  the  year  1787  to  1836,  a  period  of  forty-nine  years,  which 
upon  an  average  in  that  period  is  19  and  38  hundredths  in  a  year.  The 
population  of  Deerfield  in  1790  was  1330.  The  deaths  in  the  first  ten 
years,  from  1787  to  1797,  were  1  16,  or  on  an  average  of  1 1  and  6  tenths 
a  year.  Population  in  1800,1537.  The  deaths  between  1797  and 
1807,  were  205.  This  included  the  period  of  the  dysentery,  in  which 
year  there  were  65  deaths.  This  gives  an  average  of  20  and  5  tenths  a 
year.  Population  in  1810,  1570.  This  included  the  year  in  which  the 
lung  fever  prevailed,  and  in  that  year  there  were  33  deaths.  The  deaths 
between  1807  and  1817,  were  225.  Average,  22  and  5  tenths.  Popu- 
lation in  1820,  about  1892.  Deaths  between  1817  and  1827,  169.  Av- 
erage, 16  and  9  tenths  a  year.  From  1827  to  1836,  nine  years,  231 
deaths  in  a  population  of  2003,  which  this  town  contained  in  1830. 
This  gives  an  average  of  25  and  6  tenths  a  year.  In  this  period  the 
scarlet  fever  prevailed  for  twTo  years,  in  the  years  1831  and  1832;  in 
the  former  of  which  there  were  51  deaths,  and  in  the  latter  32.  Aver- 
age number  of  deaths  for  the  forty-nine  years,  one  in  eighty-six  inhabi- 
tants. For  the  first  ten  years,  one  in  one  hundred  and  fourteen.  For 
the  second  ten  years,  one  in  seventy-five.  For  the  third  ten  years,  one 
in  seventy.  For  the  fourth,  one  in  one  hundred  and  ten.  For  the  fifth 
period,  one  in  seventy-eight. 

That  country  is  called  healthy,  where  the  average  number  of  deaths 
is  not  more  than  one  in  sixty.  Dr.  Bisset  Hawkins  has  delivered  a 
course  of  lectures  in  England,  within  a  few  years,  in  which  he  endeavors 
to  prove,  and  I  think  successfully,  that  the  average  duration  of  human 
life  is  much  longer  now  than  it  was  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  notwithstand- 
ing the  reputed  habits  of  refinement,  luxury,  and  effeminacy,  winch 
are  said  now  to  prevail  ;  and  this  he  proves  by  a  great  many  facts  and 
tables.  I  subjoin  some  of  them  to  substantiate  his  position,  and  also  to 
show  that  this  town  sustains  more  than  an  average  share  of  health,  in 
comparison  with  many  towns  and  cities  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

Countries.  Present  rate.  Former  rate. 

Great  Britain  -        1  in  60        -       -       1  in  40  in  1780 

France       -       -        -         1  in  40    -       -       -    1  in  29  in  1781 
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Countries. 

Present  rate. 

Former  rate. 

Pays  De  Vaud 

_ 

_ 

-    1  in  48 

-    -  1 

in  35  in  1755 

Sweden 

-    1  in  48  - 

-  1 

in  23  in  1750 

Holland  - 

- 

- 

1  in  48 

Prussia 

_ 

- 

1  in  35 

Russia  - 

1  in  41 

Two  Sicilies 

_ 

I  in  32 

*United  States 

- 

1  in  40 

New  Spain 

1  in  30 

Cities. 

London 

_ 

1  in  40 

1 

in  20  in  1750 

Paris 

- 

1  in  32 

1 

in  25  in  1750 

Berlin 

1  in  34 

1 

in  28  in  1755 

Glasgow 

- 

- 

1  in  44-41 

Manchester 

- 

-    1  in  74 

1 

in  25  in  1750 

Liverpool 

- 

- 

1  in  40 

1 

in  30  in  1811 

Birmingham 

1  in  43       -  - 

-  1 

in  34  in  1811 

St.  Petersburgh 

_ 

_ 

1  in  37 

Vienna 

_ 

_ 

1  in  22  1-2 

*New  York 

1  in  35 

^Philadelphia 

1  in  31 

^Baltimore 

1  in  36 

#Boston 

1  in  49 

Deerfield 

1  in  86 

*  Probably  incorrect  data  in  the  United  States  ;  in  1826,  the  rate  in 
Philadelphia  was  one  in  50  8  tenths.     In  Boston  in  1827,  one  62.87. 

It  appears  from  data  furnished  by  Dr.  Hawkins  that  the  inhabitants  of 
civilized  countries  not  only  live  longer  than  those  which  are  uncivilized, 
but  are  actually  stronger  and  more  robust,  and  can  endure  much  greater 
bodily  fatigue  and  exertions. 

Some  of  the  complaints  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  have 
died  within  the  forty-nine  years  mentioned  above,  are  as  follows  :  Fits, 
44  ;  Fever,  49  ;  Dropsy,  20;  Pleurisy,  13  ;  Dysentery,  73  ;  Palsy,  13 ; 
Consumption,  117;  Canker-rash,  30 ;  Lung  fever,  24 ;  Accident,  17; 
Drowned,  20;  Suicide,  2;  Homicide,  1;  Killed,  1  :  Child-bed,  6; 
Angina  Pectoris,  6  :  Hydrocephalus,  ]  2  ;  Insanity,  2  ;  Burns  and  Scalds, 
8;  Croup,  14;  Apoplexy,  7  ;  Cancer,  8;  Colic,  13;  Old  Age,  61  ; 

&£C.  &C 

Of  the  950,  seventeen  were  over  90  years  of  age;  72  wTere  over  80 ; 
200  were  over  70  ;  67  between  60  &  70 ;  34  between  50  &  60  ;  47  be- 
tween 40  and  50  ;  42  between  30  and  40 ;  95  between  20  and  30 ; 
75  between  10  and  20 ;  252  between  birth  and  ten  years. 

From  the  above  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  a  healthier  locality  can- 
not be  found  on  the  surface  of  the  globe  than  Deerfield. 

The  natural  history  and  medicinal  productions  of  Deerfield  may  be 
expected  in  a  future  number. 

Deerfield,  Mass.  Oct.  4th,  1836. 
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STAGNER'S  TRUSS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  am  happy  to  gratify  you  with  "  some  account  of  Stagner's  Truss," 
as  well  as  to  present  you  with  a  specimen  of  the  instrument.  This  truss 
had  been  applied  to  about  fifty  patients,  under  different  conditions  of  in- 
guinal hernia,  when  the  invention  of  Dr.  Chase's  instruments  was  announc- 
ed. When  Mr.  Stagner  first  introduced  his  wooden  block,  its  efficacy  in  the 
many  cases  in  which  it  was  successful  was  attributed  to  the  irritation 
and  adhesive  inflammation  which  it  produced.  Dr.  Hood,  and  subse- 
quent practitioners  of  the  instrument,  adhered  to  the  hypothesis  that  its 
pressure  produced  the  adhesive  inflammation,  in  all  the  parts  between 
the  peritoneum  and  the  skin,  and  in  this  way  obliterating  the  herniary 
opening.  The  block  was  therefore  left  somewhat  rough,  in  order  that  it 
might  answer  the  desired  intention.  Accordingly  the  result  has  been 
the  almost  immediate  production  of  severe  irritation,  in  all  cases;  and  in 
many,  an  inflammation  so  great  that  it  was  impossible  to  wear  the  truss 
for  many  days.  Patients,  however,  have  in  a  short  period  become  ac- 
customed to  this  pressure,  and  the  instrument  is  worn  with  comparative 
comfort,  even  by  the  hardest  laboring  men.  I  regard  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society  as  correct,  as  stated  in 
their  report  on  these  instruments,  that  while  they  possessed  important 
advantages  over  the  common  soft  pads  of  trusses  in  general  use,  yet 
their  tendency  to  an  elongated  semifusiform  shape  renders  the  block  so 
extremely  prominent  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the  shoulder,  that  the 
internal  ring  is  not  only  insecurely  supported,  but  strong  and  painful  com- 
pression is  confined  by  this  prominence  to  a  very  narrow  space.  To 
remedy  this  obvious  disadvantage,  I  was  led  to  reduce  this  abruptness 
of  the  pelvic  and  abdominal  faces  of  the  block,  and  such  were  rendered 
uniformly  more  comfortable  to  the  patient,  and  in  no  instance  losing 
any  of  the  retentive  power  of  the  truss.  Particularly  was  this  the  case 
with  children,  who  could  illy  support  this  limited  pressure,  unless  the 
spring  was  so  loose  as  to  hazard  the  retention  of  the  viscera  of  the 
abdomen. 

This  objection  wras  entirely  removed  by  the  invention  of  Dr.  Chase's  in- 
guinal block.  While  it  possessed  all  the  advantages,  it  escaped  all  the 
objections  justly  lying  against  the  block  of  Stagner  and  Hood.  Both 
extremities  of  the  block  are  alike,  and  while  the  internal  ring,  where  it 
is  desirable  to  combat  the  hernia,  is  protected  as  completely  as  any  other 
part,  the  pressure  is  exerted  equally  along  the  whole  length  of  the  ingui- 
nal canal.  It  presses  nearly  equally  at  all  points,  with  a  slight  concen- 
tration of  its  force  at  the  internal  ring,  and  along  the  route  of  the  canal, 
while  that  of  Stagner  is  confined  to  the  external  ring,  where  it  is  least 
needed  and  the  least  comfortable,  in  the  varying  attitudes  and  exertions 
of  the  patient.  In  the  practice  of  Chase's  instruments,  the  pressure 
has  caused  a  mere  redness  of  the  skin  in  a  majority  of  cases,  and  occa- 
sionally the  patient  has  complained  of  a  slight  soreness  ;  but  medical 
cures  have  been  effected  in  many  cases,  in  which  there  has  been  scarce- 
ly  a  trace  of  irritation  at  any  time  during  the  treatment.    I  regard  this 
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result  as  a  negative  reply  to  the  inquiry  whether  any  adequate  advantages 
were  derived  from  the  "great  soreness  and  inflammation  "  which  the 
application  of  Stagner's  instrument  produced. 

Your  inquiry  did  not  include  the  question,  "  how  far  the  production  of 
local  irritation  accelerates  the  radical  cure  of  hernia  by  wooden  blocks/5 
But  as  the  inquiry  may  he  made  by  some  of  your  readers,  I  will  endeavor 
to  give,  in  your  next,  or  speedily,  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  enjoyed 
advantages,  and  are  adequate  to  pass  judgment  on  this  important  point. 

Yours,  L. 


ANIMAL  MAGNETISM  IN  BANGOR. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Allow  me  to  commence  this  communication  by  a  few  introductory 
remarks.  In  such  a  question  as  this  of  animal  magnetism,  what  do  the 
public  ask  for?  Surely,  for  evidences;  and  what  can  those  evidences  be, 
but  the  facts  themselves — well-observed  and  well-confirmed  facts?  The 
subject  of  animal  magnetism,  indeed,  has  been  brought  forward  with  as- 
sertions of  so  strange  and  extraordinary  a  kind,  that  in  hearing  them,  the 
first  movement  of  the  mind  is  to  reject  them  as  false,  as  impossible. 
What  have  we  to  do,  then  ?  To  prove  what  has  been  said  ;  to  give 
palpable,  indisputable  demonstrations.  Now,  if  such  demonstrations  can 
be  afforded,  is  it  not  our  duty  to  make  them  known  to  all,  in  order  not  to 
be  inconsistent  with  ourselves,  and  lead  people  to  suspect  that  they  have 
been  imposed  upon  ?  J  am  aware  that  there  are  some  individuals  who 
pretend  that  the  knowledge  of  animal  magnetism  must  be  kept  secret; 
that  it  is  improper  to  publish  any  fact  that  may  present  itself.  I  am  not 
one  of  these  individuals.  For  the  present,  I  content  myself  with  saying, 
that  I  hold,  in  principle,  that  if  the  magnetical  phenomena  are  true,  they 
must  be  known  ;  that  it  is  our  duty  to  publish  every  fact  which  comes 
under  our  notice.  Indeed,  in  my  opinion,  truth  belongs  not  to  a  few 
only,  but  to  all  ;  and  to  acquire  information  on  any  order  of  natural  phe- 
nomena, is  not  the  privilege  of  a  certain  class,  but  of  all  mankind.  This 
principle  i  apply  particularly  to  animal  magnetism,  which  is  belter  cal- 
culated than  any  other  series  of  phenomena,  to  awaken  the  curiosity  and 
excite  the  interest  of  the  philosophical  minds  that  are  found  in  the  va- 
rious classes  of  society. 

J  know  very  well  that  a  single,  isolated  fact  means  nothing,  or  but  very 
little.  This  might  be  an  anomalous,  an  exceptionable  fact,  a  departure 
from  the  usual  course  of  things.  But  several  facts,  although  observed  at  cer- 
tain intervals,  may  be  considered  of  great  value  whenever  they  coincide 
with  each  other  in  the;r  cause  and  effects.  Being  collected  together,  they 
will  form  an  assemblage  that  could  be  logically  consulted,  as  a  source  of  in- 
ference concerning  certain  manifestations  of  nature.  For  instance,  Mr.  Edi- 
tor, a  fact  of  a  peculiar  description  is  produced  under  the  application  of  what 
is  called  animal  magnetism  ;  this  single  fact,  1  repeat,  is  of  but  little  im- 
portance, so  far  as  the  nature  of  its  cause  is  concerned — because  phe- 
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nomena  very  similar  have  been  observed  under  different  circumstances, 
and  because  this  fact  might  be  an  anomaly,  an  accidental  phenomenon. 
But  let  us  suppose  that  this  first  case  be  followed  by  two,  three  or  four 
others  exactly  like  it,  and  produced  under  the  application  of  the  same 
means;  you  easily  understand  that  these  facts,  by  being  brought  toge- 
ther, become  then  important,  as  they  show  a  disposition  of  human  or- 
ganization to  be  affected  by  such  a  cause,  also  the  nature  and  efficiency 
of  this  cause.  Again,  let  us  suppose  these  four  or  five  cases  entirely 
similar  to  those  transmitted  to  us  from  other  countries.,  by  respectable 
eye-witnesses  ;  then  the  truth  becomes  striking  ;  and  no  one  can  reason- 
ably doubt  the  reality  both  of  the  natural  disposition  and  of  the  cause  I 
have  just  mentioned.  This  is,  sir,  in  a  few  words,  the  history  of  animal 
magnetism,  as  well  as  of  any  science,  whatever  it  may  be.  Now,  be- 
cause a  fact  presents  itself  in  an  isolated  manner,  shall  we  take  no  notice 
of  it,  and  deem  it  not  worth  publication  ?  But,  in  so  doing,  a  great  num- 
ber of  similar  facts,  produced  by  the  same  cause,  but  at  intervals  and  in 
various  places,  would  be  entirely  lost  and  unknown  ;  whereas,  should 
they  have  been  carefully  noticed  and  published,  they  might  have  come  to 
the  examination  of  scientific  men,  who  could  have  made  them  highly 
useful  by  drawing  proper  inferences  from  them. 

Such  are  the  views  which  induce  me  to  make  known,  through  your 
Journal,  some  of  the  results  of  the  experiments  made  in  Bangor  (Me.), 
in  August  last.  During  my  residence  in  that  city,  there  were  7  persons 
magnetized  under  my  personal  notice,  most  of  whom  were  entirely  igno- 
rant of  animal  magnetism,  and  those  who  had  heard  something  of  it  had 
no  faith  at  all  in  its  efficiency.  However,  all  were  affected,  with  more  or 
less  success.  One  of  them,  completely  ignorant  of  the  usual  effects  of 
magnetism,  was  operated  upon  by  myself,  in  presence  of  a  physician, 
Dr.  C,  and  was  compelled  to  sleep,  although  he  had  taken  the  determi- 
nation not  to  sleep,  when  he  began  to  feel  an  inclination  to  it.  I  could 
not  pursue  my  experiments  on  this  subject,  because  he  left  the  place  the 
very  next  morning.  Two  other  persons,  magnetized  by  two  enlightened 
and  liberal-minded  physicians  of  the  city,  felt  a  general  increase  of  heat, 
and  a  great  drowsiness  ;  but  could  not  be  put  to  a  profound  sleep,  on 
account  of  the  convulsions,  which  manifested  themselves  with  such  an 
intensity  that  the  operator  was  obliged  to  cease.  These  convulsions 
were  produced  at  several  successive  experiments.  Two  others  were 
put  to  sleep  several  times,  but  had  not  yet  reached  the  degree  of  som- 
nambulism, when  I  left  the  city.  Finally,  two,  one  of  whom  was  a  boy 
13  years  of  age,  became  somnambule.  One  of  these  cases  seemed  to 
have  carried  conviction  to  all  those  who  witnessed  it ;  yet  the  effects 
were  incomplete,  compared  with  those  now  exhibited  in  Boston  and  at 
Cambridge,  and  those  mentioned  in  this  Journal  some  months  past. 

Boston,  Oct.  1836.  Ch.  Poyen. 


SWALLOWING  OF  PINS. 

The  following  observations  by  Dr.  Jacobs,  of  the  Queens  County  In- 
firmary. Ireland,  on  the  effects  of  swallowing  pins,  or,  indeed,  other 
foreign  substances,  are,  though  simple,  not  unworthy  of  attention.  Pa- 
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tients  constantly  maintain  that  the  foreign  body  is  still  sticking  in  the 
throat,  at  a  time  when  the  sensation  is  merely  the  effect  of  the  irritation 
that  some  part  of  the  oesophagus  has  suffered.  It  is  frequently  neces- 
sary to  pass  an  oesophagus-bougie,  ami  to  declare  that  this  has  pushed 
the  substance  down  into  the  stomach.    But  to  return  to  Dr.  Jacob. 

"  Among  the  list  of  cases  is  one  who  swallowed  a  pin  :  she  came  to 
me  from  an  adjoining  county,  complaining  of  very  distressing  symptoms, 
and  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  admit  her  for  a  few  days.  Females  to 
whom  this  accident  may  have  occurred  constantly  come  to  me  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  pin  removed.  If  it  so  happen  that  it  may  have 
passed  down  the  oesophagus,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  convince  the  pa- 
tient that  it  does  not  remain  in  the  throat.  She  points  to  the  situation 
of  either  corner  of  the  os  hyoides  as  the  seat  of  all  her  troubles  ;  there 
she  feels  the  soreness  increased  by  every  attempt  to  swallow,  and  there 
she  obstinately  insists  she  can  distinctly  feel  the  pin  when  she  passes  her 
ringer  down  the  throat.  It  may  be  readily  supposed  that  her  efforts  soon 
induce  a  degree  of  inflammation,  which  renders  the  illusion  more  con- 
firmed, as  conjunctival  vascularity  induces  a  sensation  of  sand  in  the 
eye,  or  inflammation  of  the  fauces  a  feeling  of  a  foreign  body  there. 
On  passing  down  the  finger  we  may  ourselves  for  a  moment  remain  in 
doubt.  The  muscles  of  the  pharynx  being  thrown  into  a  state  of  spas- 
modic action,  force  the  cornu  of  the  os  hyoides  forcibly  against  the  mu- 
cous membrane,  and  the  sensation  communicated  to  the  finger,  resembles 
strongly  what  might  be  expected  from  the  presence  of  a  large  pin  lying 
across  under  this  membrane.  That  this  mistake,  into  which  even  a  prac- 
titioner may  fall,  might  lead  to  serious  consequences,  is  proved  by  a  case 
which  came  under  my  care  not  long  since.  A  young  girl  having  allow- 
ed a  pin  to  slip  down  her  throat,  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  a  neigh- 
boring surgeon.  She  felt  quite  satisfied  that  she  could  place  his  finger 
where  it  lay  at  the  butt  of  the  tongue,  as  is  commonly  described.  He 
examined  the  throat,  and  felt  so  convinced  of  its  presence  that  he  made 
a  deep  incision  at  the  side  of  the  os  hyoides  for  its  removal ;  I  need  scarce- 
ly add,  without  effect.  He  was  favored  by  fortune,  and  escaped  injuring 
any  of  the  large  vessels,  but  considerable  inflammation  supervened,  and 
the  girl  was  obliged  to  seek  admission  at  the  Infirmary,  where  she  slowly 
recovered.  Much  better  had  he  committed  the  harmless  deception,  some- 
times practised  by  my  father,  of  slipping  into  the  basin  a  pin  answering 
to  the  description  of  the  one  swallowed  by  the  patient." — Medico- Chi- 
rurgical  Review. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    NOVEMBER  2,    18  3  6. 


MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY. 

Readers  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  article  by  Dr.  Williams,  on  the 
first  page.    It  is  precisely  the  kind  of  information  we  are  desirous  of  col- 
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lecting,  and  therefore  a«;ain  urge  the  profession  in  Massachusetts  to  con- 
tribute the  results  of  their  experience  and  observation.  The  papers  we 
ask  require  no  embellishments;  a  plain  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to 
the  diseases  which  have  prevailed  in  any  one  town  or  district,  from  the 
first  settlement,  or  from  any  convenient  epoch  to  reckon  from,  accompani- 
ed hy  such  statistical  information  as  may  lead  to  an  accurate  acquaint- 
ance of  the  past,  and  furnish  some  probable  conjectures  of  the  character 
of  maladies  that  may  be  expected  to  show  themselves,  from  time  to  time, 
even  under  ordinary  circumstances  of  what  is  called  good  health,  is  all 
that  is  necessary.  Should  we  be  successful  in  collecting  a  medical  his- 
tory of  the  State,  which  cannot  be  accomplished  unless  the  practising 
physicians  furnish  the  materials,  which  will  be  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  medical  sketch  of  their  own  towns,  the  theatre  of  their  business,  it  is 
proposed,  at  some  future  day,  to  embody  the  whole  in  a  distinct  volume. 
In  that  case,  the  medical  history  of  the  Commonwealth  would  really  be 
the  conjoint  production  of  the  whole  professional  corps. 

There  is  a  culpable  reluctance  to  writing  anything,  with  some  men,  aris- 
ing mainly  from  a  groundless  fear  that  they  cannot  contribute  anything  to 
the  general  stock  worth  preserving.  As  a  body,  physicians  seem  to  be  very 
unwilling  to  become  authors.  Not  more  than  one  twentieth  of  those  in  ac- 
tive practice,  ever  think  of  publishing  even  a  history  of  cases.  Now  there 
is  no  excuse  for  not  economizing  life — by  setting  apart  some  part  of  ev- 
ery day,  week  or  month,  for  doing  something  for  the  advancement  of  the 
science.  No  more  effectual  way  could  be  devised,  than  recording,  in  a 
permanent  form,  the  results  of  one's  personal  observations.  They  be- 
come important  tables,  and  therefore  cannot  be  too  carefully  or  too  elabo- 
rately chronicled. 

We  sometimes  become  so  heartily  discouraged  in  making  efforts  to  pre- 
serve even  solitary  cases,  that  were  it  possible  to  abandon  the  object  of 
collecting  local  intelligence  altogether,  without  committing  ourselves,  we 
verily  believe  that  we  should  do  it.  In  asking  the  favor  of  a  manuscript 
history  of  the  diseases  and  medical  statistics  of  each  town,  we  indeed 
call  for  a  mass  ;  but  there  is  no  other  way  of  obtaining  it,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  certain  that  it  is  to  be  had  at  all. 

Once  more,  we  invite  our  brethren  to  give  us  a  little  assistance,  by 
forwarding  medical  town  histories,  similar  to  the  one  from  Dr.  Williams, 
which  is  a  very  excellent  plan  of  the  manner  of  arrangement. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 

O.vly  a  few  physicians  make  themselves  so  familiar  with  the  diseases  of 
the  skin,  as  to  be  very  serviceable  to  those  who  consult  them.  It  hap- 
pens that  the  profession,  as  a  general  rule,  in  this  country,  engage  in 
such  miscellaneous  practice,  that  what  are  called  minor  maladies  are  less 
understood  than  those  of  a  terrific  nature.  They  are  successful  in  the 
every-day  treatment  of  acute  diseases,  whilst  those  which  fall  under  the 
cognisance  of  empirics,  simply  because  no  one  else  manifests  an  interest  in 
them,  are  quite  neglected.  A  similar  course  is  pursued  in  relation  to 
indolent  tumors  and  phagedenic  ulcers  :  if  in  the  first  instance,  the  knife 
is  not  permitted,  the  patient  is  suffered  to  go  with  his  ills  thickening  upon 
him — a  sort  of  cast-off,  whose  case  is  without  remedy.  This  is  not  the 
way  to  proceed.  An  immense  business  is  thus  given  directly  into  the 
hands  of  medical  pretenders,  which  never  would  have  reached  them, 
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were  a  greater  effort  made  by  those  whose  duty  it  is  always  to  make 
positive  exertion  for  the  sick  confided  to  their  care.  In  cities,  anomalous 
eruptions  are  very  common,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  a  majority  of 
those  suffering  from  them  can  find  no  relief.  After  going  the  rounds  of 
some  half  dozen  compound  cathartics,  cream  of  tartar  and  sulphur,  Sic, 
old  women  and  quacks  are  called  in  as  a  dernier  resort,  being  the  last  to 
be  consulted — and  usually  because  physicians  take  no  trouble  in  the  mat- 
ter beyond  two  or  three  prescriptions. 

The  iate  Dr.  Robbins,  of  this  city,  devoted  considerable  attention  to 
this  department  of  practice,  and  with  the  happiest  results.  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  he  was  probably  more  familiar  with  the  whole  range  of  cu- 
taneous affections,  as  ordinarily  exhibited  in  thickly  inhabited  districts, 
than  any  other  man  of  his  age  in  New  England.  It  was  by  close  atten- 
tion to  the  sufferings  of  the  poor,  that  he  became  conversant  with  the 
general  character  of  these  complaints,  and  established,  from  close  obser- 
vation, a  system  of  treatment  that  rarely  failed  of  giving  permanent  re- 
lief. Were  some  one  to  announce  himself  to  the  public  as  being  entirely 
engaged  in  prescribing  lor  diseases  of  the  skin,  he  would  not  only  speedi- 
ly command  an  extensive  and  profitable  field  of  practice,  but  he  would 
gather  in  a  harvest  of  pathological  experience,  which  could  be  acquired 
in  no  other  way.  Even  the  establishment  of  an  institution  expressly  for 
the  admission  of  all  classes  of  people  laboring  under  any  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  dermoid  textures,  would  meet  with  universal  favor  and  esteem. 

With  a  view  to  calling  the  attention  of  physicians  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  these  cursory  observations  have  been  made,  though 
we  have  by  no  means  so  fully  expressed  ourselves,  in  this  instance,  as 
the  importance  of  the  business  certainly  demands. 


Chloride  of  Zinc  in  Cancer. — Mr.  Ure,  of  Glasgow,  has  directed  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  use  of  this  article  in  cases  of  malignant 
ulceration.  The  formuhe  used  were,  chloride  of  zinc  one  part,  to  wheat 
flour  two,  three,  or  four  parts,  with  the  addition,  in  some  cases,  of  chlo- 
ride of  antimony  half  a  part,  which  were  prescribed  according  to  the  con- 
ditions of  the  cancerous  affection  and  the  sensibility  of  the  surface. 
The  anhydrous  sulphate  of  lime  was  sometimes  substituted  for  the  flour. 
The  paste  is  applied  to  the  cutis  of  the  diseased  part,  the  epidermis  be- 
ing removed  by  a  blister  when  the  integuments  are  sound. 


Hooping  Cough. — It  is  possible  to  relieve  the  convulsive  stage  of 
hooping  cough  by  morphia,  pushed  till  it  produces  narcotism  ;  but,  says 
Dr.  Berndt,  we  must  pause  before  we  can  recommend  so  bold  and  dan- 
gerous a  proceeding.  We  have  never  witnessed  a  single  case  of  pertus- 
sis, in  which  medicine,  in  any  form,  essentially  relieved  the  patient.  It 
is  of  the  catalogue  of  Dr.  Bigelow's  self-limited  diseases. 


Lactic  Acid. — From  milk  and  the  juice  of  beets,  this  powerful  agent  is 
obtained  ;  but  the  process  is  a  tedious  one,  not  worth  republishing,  since 
the  acid  may  be  purchased,  as  put  up  by  the  French  chemists.  It  is 
without  odor,  but  prodigiously  acid  to  the  tongue.  From  the  atmosphere 
it  absorbs  moisture,  and  should  consequently  be  kept  securely.  Alco- 
hol and  water  dissolve  it  in  any  quantity.    But  its  most  interesting  pro- 
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perty  is  that  of  rapidly  dissolving  the  phosphate  of  lime  in  the  bones  ;  and 
hence  it  is  beginning  to  attract  attention,  with  the  expectation  that  it  is 
ultimately  to  become  a  remedy,  to  considerable  extent,  in  dyspepsia  Thus 
far,  the  lactic  acid  has  been  given  in  the  form  of  lozenges  ;  but  there  is 
such  a  want  of  preeiseness  in  the  manner  of  making  them,  that  it  is  better 
to  wait  for  some  further  information  upon  this  point,  than  to  hazard  any- 
thing by  the  present  imperfect  directions  for  manufacturing  them. 


Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  the  Medical  College. — The  inquiry  was 
made  a  short  time  since  by  a  correspondent — who  is  to  be  the  demonstra- 
tor at  the  Medical  School  of  Harvard  University  ?  We  are  now  able 
to  answer  the  question.  Joseph  Roby,  M.D.  of  Boston,  has  received 
the  appointment.  A  more  judicious  choice  could  not  have  been  made. 
The  suavity  of  his  manners,  and  his  well-known  devotion  to  the  interests 
and  character  of  the  profession,  promise  well  for  the  institution.  If  Dr. 
Roby  does  not  give  perfect  satisfaction  to  the  faculty,  as  well  as  to  the 
students  who  may  enter  his  particular  department,  it  will  be  the  first  time 
that  his  efforts  have  been  unsuccessful  in  a  responsible  station. 


Medical  Library  of  the  Jllhenctum. — Of  what  advantage  is  it  to  the 
world,  or  the  physicians  of  Boston,  to  have  a  collection  of  medical 
books  locked  up  at  the  Athenaeum  ?  Who  is  privileged  to  read  them — 
or  how  can  they  be  consulted,  provided  a  man  has  neither  friends  at 
court  or  a  certificate  of  stock  in  the  institution  ?  WThy  would  it  not  be 
an  excellent  plan  to  place  those  works  somewhere  up  town,  say  in  Tre- 
mont  street,  in  a  comfortable  room,  where  one  could  step  in  and  out,  as 
business  would  permit,  at  all  hours  ?    We  wait  for  a  reply. 


Narceine  was  discovered  by  M.  Pelletier  in  1 832  ;  and  meconine  by 
M.  Couerbe,  both  of  which  are  considered  new  principles  in  opium.  The 
first  article,  narceine,  is  white  and  inodorous,  slightly  bitter,  and  almost 
metallic,  and  dissolves  in  230  parts  of  boiling  and  3750  of  cold  water.  It 
is  obtained  from  the  ammoniacal  solution,  from  which  morphia  has  been 
precipitated  :  meconine  is  procured  from  it  also.  Codeine  is  another 
medicinal  preparation  from  opium,  which  M.  Magendie  ascertained,  at 
the  Hotel  Dieu,  might  be  prescribed  advantageously.  A  single  grain, 
in  some  cases,  would  produce  sleep,  and  not  leave  the  patient  with  that 
kind  of  drowsiness  the  following  day,  which  often  characterizes  the  ad- 
ministration of  morphia.  A  grain  of  codeine  is  considered  equal  to  half 
a  grain  of  pure  morphia.  We  do  not  discover,  however,  that  either  of 
these  new  preparations,  or  new  principles,  as  they  are  designated,  promise 
much  for  the  materia  medica,  already  burlhened  with  articles  unfortunate- 
ly denominated  medicines. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Two  brothers,  surgeons,  recently  fought  a  duel 
in  France,  which  grew  out  of  rivalry  in  their  profession.    One  of  them 

was  killed.  What  is  the  matter   with  the  medical   college  of  New 

York  ?  Things  are  at  odds  and  ends  there.  The  regents  had  better  fill 
some  half  a  dozen  professorships  from  Boston,  if  they  wish  to  overcome 
the  difficulties. — Not  long  ago  a  lady  went  through  the  severe  operation, 
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in  this  city,  of  having  the  fore  part  or  arch  of  the  under  jaw  taken  out, 
having  upon  it  all  the  front  under  teeth.     It  was  a  formidable  case  of  ex- 
ostosis.    She  is  now  quite  well,  and  we  understand  that  the  character  of 
the  face  is  not  essentially  changed.  —  The  newly  arranged  Anatomical 
Museum  at  the  Medical  College,  Mason  street,  is  not  surpassed,  it  is  be- 
lieved, in  this  country.      Professional  strangers,  visiting  Boston,  should 
not  leave  without  devoting  an  hour  there. — The  medical  class  at  the 
Berkshire  Institution,  we  are  informed,  is  larger  than  in  any  former  sea- 
son.— Dr.  Hanson's  tooth  instrument,  manufactured  at  Bangor,  Me.  is 
getting  into  favor  daily.    The  dentists  in  that  region  bestow  unqualified 
praise  upon  it. — The  prospect  for  the  establishment  of  an  Asylum  for  the 
Insane  in  New  Hampshire,  is  brightening.    Dr.  Bell,  of  Derry,  has  every 
qualification  for  conducting  it.  —  The  best  green  teas  are  made  of  that 
color  by  the  Chinese,  it  is  said,  with  prussian  blue — a  bad  poison. — A 
Frenchman  at  the  Zoological  gardens,  resisted  the  strength  of  two  horses, 
the  other  day,  drawing  with  all  their  force,  to  drag  him  from  a  platform. 
— Dr.  Klippstien,  of  Germany,  has  discovered   near  Eppeishiem,  the 
cranium  of  an  antediluvian  animal,  dinotherium  gigantium,  which  is  six 
feet  long  and  three  broad. — The  poisonous  principle  of  hemlock,  accord- 
ing to  Prof.  Geiger,  of  Heidelburg,  is  an  ankali,  in  the  form  of  an  oily 
fluid. — Sailed,  for  Italy,  Dr.   Thomas  W.   Parsons,  of  Boston. — The 
health  of  New  Orleans  is  represented  to  be  excellent  at  this  time. — 
Smallpox  is  beginning  to  show  itself  again  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try.   There  should  be  a  general  vaccination  in  the  country  towns  annual- 
ly.— Typhous  fever  has  been  very  common,  of  late,  in  this  section  of 
country. — Dr.  Chase's  truss  is  gaining  friends  everywhere. — Brandeth's 
pills  begin  to  open  people's  eyes:  they  see  the  imposition. — Good  accom- 
modations have  been  made  for  invalids,  at  Matanzas,  a  want  of  which, 
for  past  years,  has  been  a  serious  objection  to  visiting  that  delightful 
place. — Dentistry  has  become  so  extremely  profitable  that  many  physi- 
cians are  going  into  the  business,  to  the  total  abandonment  of  medical 
practice,  on  which  some  have  hoped  for  success  till  they  nearly  starved. 
— The  taliacotian  operation  for  a  new  nose  has  been  successfully  per- 
formed in  Boston,  within  a  few  weeks,  the  particulars  of  which  we  shall 
soon  publish. — The  smallpox  is  creating  considerable  alarm  at  Sierra 
Leone,  and  well  it  may,  as  it  is  always  particularly  severe  with  colored 
people. — Dr.  James  Hall  has  resigned  the  government  of  Maryland,  in 
Liberia. — There  are  but  two  public  institutions  for  medical  and  surgical 
instruction  in  Denmark. — It  has  been  ascertained  that  wounds  have  al- 
ways healed  more  rapidly  in  a  temperature  above  85  degrees  Fahr. 
without  dressing,  than  with  or  without  dressing  in  a  lower  temperature. 
— Prof.  Chelius,  of  Heidelburg,  mentions  that  out  of  twenty-nine  cases 
of  amputation,  he  lost  only  two  patients.    The  circular  incision  was  in 
every  instance  put  in  practice,  and  ligatures  employed  to  secure  bleeding 
vessels  ;  but  in  no  case,  torsion. — At  the  time  of  a  general  inoculation 
for  smallpox  in  Charlestown,  Mass.  in  1792,  1352  persons  were  inoculat- 
ed (879  of  whom  were  inhabitants  of  the  town),  of  which  number  nine 
died  ;  twelve  took  the  disease  the  natural  way,  of  whom  three  died.  A 
bill  of  mortality  for  the  same  town,  during  the  nine  years  succeeding  1788, 
shows  the  whole  number  of  deaths  to  have  been  325,  of  whom  43,  or 
nearly  one  eighth  of  the  whole,  were  over  70  years  of  age.     About  one 
quarter  of  the  deaths  were  by  hectic  complaints.    Marriages  during  the 
same  period,  125  ;  births,  576  ;  baptisms,  310.    In  1790  the  number  of 
inhabitants  was  1583 — making  the  average  deaths  for  nine  years,  1  in  45. 
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Died, — At  Velasco,  Texas,  Dr.  John  Holcombe,  late  of  New  Jersey. — At 

Weather.sfield,  Vt.  Dr.  John  Angier,  of  Haverhill,  N.  H.aged  51,  by  being  thrown 
from  his  carriage. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  October  29,  39.    Males,  19—  females, 20. 

Accidental,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1  — typhous  fever,  4— consumption,  5— old  age,  1  — bowel  com- 
plaint, 2— croup,  2— infantile,  4 — canker  in  the  bowels, 1  — calculus,  1 — marasmus,  1 — diarrhoea,  1 — 
canker,  I — paralytic,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain, I — tumor,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — quinsey,  1 — 
sudden,  I— suffocation,  1  —  intemperance,  1 — burn,  J — teething,  1. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

THE  course  of  Medical  Instruction,  in  Yale  College,  begins  on  'J  Juirsday,  Nov.  3d,  1836,  and  con- 
tinues seventeen  weeks.  There  are  at  least  rive  lectures  daily  through  tire  term,  and  a  part  of  the 
t  me  six.    The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by  Thomas  Hubbard,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  Eli  Ivks,  M  D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 
'  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  VVilUam  Tully,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Jonathan  Knight,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  Timothy  P.  Keers,  M.D. 

The  several  courses  in  all  the  departments  are  full  and  complete,  and  the  means  of  illustration 
ample. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7,50  ;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $12,50  each,  and  for  Obstetrics,  $6— amounting  to 
$7o— the  whole  to  be  p  ud  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15. 

All  the  necessary  expenses  of  living  in  New  Haven  during  the  winter  are  from  $2  to  $4  a  week, 
according  to  the  accommodations  requiied.  6t 

Yale  College,  Sept.  I,  183b. 


MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  some  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  h  ive  free  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvaid  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $100  per  annum  :  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEOKGE  II  AY  WARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

'  J.  M.  WARREN. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
H.  A.  DE  WAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  he  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
vvork-ro,)  u  fur  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No 
]  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  OcL.  7,  1835. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

TnE  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
ami  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms :  .  ,  . 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
Clinical  lectures  ivii  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Phvsiologv,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica       -      -      -      "     Dr.  VV  are. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  ,\  , 

On  Anatomy  -      -      «     Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  know  ledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  countiy.  .  '  . 

The  fees  ue  *l  )  l-io  l»e  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months.  _ 

\, .plications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street, opposite  the ^cinmit  House, 

Pnstnn  WAL1  Ml  C  HA1NIN  liMtj, 

BOSlon"  JOHN  WAKE, 

Jan20-lven  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

ja.UJ    iyep  WiNSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D  CLAPP  JR.  at  134  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Eranklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  a d  lMMed,  p»*t~paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Part*,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
mmin  of  the  proeilin*  month,  stitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.- Pr.ce  £,00  « 
vftnr  in  advance.  $3.50  after  three  months,  and  |4,00  If  not  paid  within  the  year.-Agen  s  allowed 
every  seventh  coov  gratis.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newsoaper. 
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OF  THE  EYE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — As  everything  relative  to  the  treatment  of  so  important  an  organ 
as  the  eye,  is  worthy  of  notice,  I  submit  to  your  disposal  the  following 
inquiries  and  remarks. 

A  few  years  past,  a  lady  from  Boston  was  put  under  my  care,  whose 
case,  as  to  its  pathology  and  treatment,  secured  it  considerable  reflection 
and  attention.  We  dislike,  most  of  all  things,  except  an  unfavorable 
termination  of  a  case,  that  of  having  results  follow  which  we  cannot 
foresee,  anticipate,  nor  prognosticate.  The  case  of  this  lady  appears  to 
have  been  such  an  one,  whilst  in  Boston.  She  was  confined  with  se- 
vere ophthalmia,  and  the  intolerance  of  light,  and  its  stimulating  effects 
upon  the  retina,  were  such  as  to  require  her  apartment  to  be  made 
totally  dark.  Such  was  it  continued  to  be,  until  the  severity  of  the 
inflammatory  diathesis  was  subdued  by  appropriate  remedies.  When 
this  was  effected,  leave  was  given  to  admit  light  into  her  apartment. 
But  what  was  the  surprise  of  her  attendants,  when  the  light  was  fully 
admitted,  to  hear  the  patient's  request,  which  was  to  comply  with  the 
doctor's  orders  and  to  let  the  light  into  her  room.  It  was  then,  and  not 
until  then,  found  that  the  lady  was  totally  blind.  And  so  she  continued 
until  she,  with  her  husband,  moved  into  the  town  where  1  reside.  Her 
case,  from  ophthalmia,  had  become  amaurosis;  and  although,  by  the 
assiduous  use  of  emetics,  resolvents,  and  particularly  by  a  course  of  lunar 
caustic  pills,  some  amelioration  was  produced,  by  long  continuance  and 
much  assiduity,  yet  she  never  could  be  completely  restored. 

Something  similar  to  the  above  case,  had  well-nigh  happened  to  one 
of  the  eyes  of  a  young  lady  under  my  care.  A  simple  but  rather  severe 
inflammation  of  the  right  eye  succeeded  two  bleedings  for  pneumonia. 
The  application  of  a  solution  of  nitrated  silver,  in  the  quantity  of  five 
grains  to  an  ounce,  subdued  this  inflammation,  and  I  discontinued  my 
visits.  A  few  days  afterwards,  on  inquiring  of  the  lady  at  w7hose  house 
the  patient  was,  I  was  told  that  although  the  inflammation  had  subsided, 
yet  that  Hortense,  that  being  her  name,  was  blind,  or  nearly  blind,  of 
her  right  eye.  I  visited  her  the  next  day,  and  found  such  to  be  the 
fact.  Her  fine  black  eyes  now  looked  precisely  alike,  there  not  being 
the  least  sign  of  inflammation,  no  redness,  nor  marks  of  weakness,  nor 
moisture ;  yet  when  she  closed  her  left  eye,  she  was  utterly  unable  to 
read  with  her  right.  Immediate  resort  was  had  to  Richter's  plan  of 
14 


214 


Of  the  Eye. 


treatment  for  gutta  serena,  viz.  an  antimonial  emetic,  and  his  resolvent 
powders.  She  is  now  so  much  better  that  an  entire  recovery  is  pretty 
certainly  anticipated. 

But  the  inquiry  which  I  wish  to  make,  is,  what  those  si^ns  accom- 
panying ophthalmia  are,  which  would  lead  us  to  anticipate  its  being  fol- 
lowed by  amaurosis?  Upon  this  point  I  must  confess  myself  totally  in 
the  dark.  Any  of  your  correspondents  who  can  throw  light  upon  the 
subject,  or  upon  any  new  modes  of  treatment,  may  be  giving  light  to 
the  world. 

I  would  remark,  in  the  sequel  of  this  case,  that  in  April,  1835,  being 
at  New  York,  and  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  where  this  young  lady  be- 
longs, 1  was  then  consulted  in.  her  case.  She  was  then  under  a  pretty 
severe  ophthalmia  of  the  same  eye.  My  prescription,  at  that  time,  was 
the  application  of  leeches  ;  which,  as  she  has  since  told  me,  were  ap- 
plied, and  that  so  great  a  haemorrhage  followed,  that  her  parents  were 
obliged  to  call  in  a  physician  to  suppress  it.  But  the  inflammation  was 
subdued. 

Weak  Eyes. — We  will  advert  to  one  more  case.  A  few  years  past, 
the  present  writer  was  consulted  by  a  clergyman  for  a  remedy  for  his 
weak  eyes.  They  did  not  present  absolute  signs  of  inflammation. 
Their  appearance  bore  marks  of  relaxation  about  the  cilia,  and  this  was 
the  only  diseased  phenomenon  which  they  presented.  Yet  he  was  un- 
able to  prosecute  his  studies,  and  was  much  alarmed  lest  he  should  be 
unable  to  pursue  his  profession,  on  account  of  weakness  and  inadequacy 
of  vision.  A  variety  of  local  ophthalmic  remedies  were  prescribed  and 
used  without  benefit.  Other  physicians  were  consulted,  and  he  finally 
travelled  to  one  of  our  principal  cities,  and  had  the  advice  of  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  and  surgeons  there  ;  but  all  without  any  benefit.  He 
came  home,  and  again  put  himself  under  my  care. 

Reflecting  upon  the  fact  of  the  systematic  origin  of  local  diseases, 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Abernethy,  1  was  led  to  the  theory  that  the  weak- 
ness of  this  patient's  eyes  was  a  general  debility  of  the  system,  mani- 
festing itself  locally.  I  therefore  advised  a  thorough  and  protracted 
course  of  steel.  He  complied,  and  what  was,  and  ever  will  be  an  impor- 
tant point,  he  pursued  the  prescriptions,  after  hearing  the  reasons,  with 
fidelity  and  exactness,  as  to  the  doses,  the  repetitions,  and  continuation, 
of  them.  Complete  success  crowned  this  mode  of  treatment,  and  no 
relapse  has  taken  place,  although  this  was  so  long  ago  as  1826. 

As  to  the  preparations  of  chalybeate  remedies,  different  and  various 
as  they  are,  I  have  found  none,  in  the  long  run,  to  be  more  depended 
upon  than  that  of  Sydenham — eight  grains  of  ferrilimat.  two  or  three 
times  a  day.  This  was  the  formula  prescribed  and  pursued,  in  the  case 
of  the  clergyman.  I  can  recommend  this  mode,  in  cases  of  weak  eyes, 
with  a  very  great  degree  of  confidence. 

Although  I  have  confessed  myself  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  the 
signs  of  amaurosis  succeeding  ophthalmia,  I  ought  not  to  omit  to  men- 
tion that  pain  .-in  the  ball,  or  in  the  region  of  the  eye,  may  be  one  of  its 
precursors.    Yet  here  there  is  still  uncertainty.     Pain  may  occur  with- 
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out  any  succeeding  amaurosis;  and  the  latter  may  supervene  without 
any  pain.  Joseph  Comstock,  M.D. 

Lebanon,  Ct.  Oct.  22,  1836. 
P.  S.  As  1  have  submitted  an  inquiry  for  the  pages  of  your  Journal? 
I  would  be  happy  to  answer  one.  1  refer  to  that  proposed  by  your  cor- 
respondent G.  in  Vol.  15,  No.  11,  p.  178;  and  although  I  may  fall  far 
short  of  that  class  of  whom  he  would  inquire — "  men  of  talents  and  expe- 
rience " — yet  I  would  mention,  that  being  some  time  since  perplexed  with 
a  case  somewhat  similar,  resort  was  had  to  the  administration  of  dilute  nitric 
acid,  with  happy  success.  It  healed  the  little  ulcers  in  the  mouth  and 
fauces  ;  and  to  these,  and  to  their  extension  into  the  alimentary  canal, 
the  dyspepsia  and  diarrhoea  in  the  case  ailuded  to  are  probably  owing. 


PULMONARY  GANGRENE. 

CASES   OF   GANGRENE   OF  THE   LUNGS,  WITH   PATHOLOGICAL  AND   PRACTICAL  REMARKS. 
BY  J.  A.  ALLEN,  M.D.   OF   MIDDLE  BURY,  VT. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Case  I.  Mr.  J.  Roberts,  of  Middlebury  ,aged  about  sixty,  of  intemperate 
habits,  was  attacked  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1822,  with  chills,  succeed- 
ed by  increased  heat,  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  thorax  and  cough, 
copious  expectoration  and  difficult  respiration.  On  the  6th,  I  found 
him  restless,  very  prostrate,  and  expectorating  freely  a  dark  slimy  mat- 
ter, having  an  extremely  offensive  gangrenous  odor.  Indeed,  so  intol- 
erable was  the  stench  emitted  by  his  breath  and  pus-like  matter  expec- 
torated, that  his  attendants  were  unable  to  approach  him  except  on  the 
windward  side — the  doors  and  windows  of  his  apartment  being  kept 
open.  His  pulse  beat  one  hundred  and  twenty  strokes  a  minute.  His 
countenance  sallow,  ghastly  and  sunken.  He  continued  gradually  sink- 
ing, without  any  change  in  the  essential  character  of  the  complaint,  till 
the  14th,  when  he  expired.     No  autopsy  of  the  lungs  was  permitted. 

Case  II.  I.  S.  Stearns,  aged  about  36  years,  of  intemperate  habits, 
was  attacked  January,  1823,  with  symptoms  of  a  severe  influenza,  with 
pain  in  his  side  and  a  paroxysmal  cough.  A  copious  expectoration  of  a 
yellowish  ash-colored  matter  ensued  speedily,  having  a  nauseous  and 
gangrenous  odor.  His  breath  also  evolved  the  same  offensive  fcetor, 
which  was  perceptible  through  the  whole  house,  though  of  considerable 
size.  His  pulse  usually  ranged  at  about  120  beats  a  minute.  He  emaciat- 
ed for  a  time  rapidly,  and  became  very  feeble.  To  counteract  these 
symptoms,  he  took  a  mixture  made  by  simmering  together  an  equal 
quantity  of  blood  root,  liquorice  root,  and  anise  seed,  and  to  this  solution 
sufficient  clarified  honey  was  added  to  form  a  syrup.  Of  this  composi- 
tion he  took  as  much  as  his  stomach  would  bear  without  producing  nau- 
sea, three  times  a  day.  With  this  mixture  he  took  alternately  a  pill 
composed  of  an  equal  quantity  of  opium,  gm.  ammonia  and  sulphate  of 
zinc.  Counter-irritation  was  produced  on  his  chest  by  the  repetition  of 
epispastics. 

Under  this  mode  of  treatment  his  cough  and  expectoration  gradually 
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diminished.  He  slowly  regained  flesh,  and  by  June  following  his  general 
health  was  in  a  good  degree  restored.  But  like  the  "sow  which  had 
been  wallowing  in  the  mire,"  again  he  returned  to  his  drunken  habits, 
which  in  the  course  of  two  years  terminated  his  miserably  useless  life. 

Case  III.  J.  Douglass,  aged  about  50,  in  June,  1 827,  while  pursuing 
severe  exercise  on  his  farm,  in  removing  timber  from  a  swamp,  was  at- 
tacked with  chills,  followed  by  increased  heat,  frequency  of  pulse,  pain 
in  the  right  side  of  the  thorax,  and  cough.  After  several  days  there 
suddenly  ensued  a  copious  expectoration  of  an  ash-colored  matter,  which 
evolved  an  intolerable  gangrenous  odor.  1  first  saw  him  about  ten 
days  after  the  commencement  of  his  disease.  He  had  lost  flesh  rapidly, 
was  quite  feeble,  pulse  120  per  minute,  and  throbbing.  At  this  time, 
his  breath,  as  well  as  the  matter  brought  from  the  lung,  emitted  an  ex- 
tremely offensive  stench.  The  sputa  had  a  greenish  color.  Percussion 
on  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  at  and  below  the  nipple,  gave  a  hollow 
sound.    On  the  left  side,  the  sound  elicited  was  natural. 

Pathological  Conclusion.    Excavation  or  apostemeof  the  right  lung. 

M.  M.  Acrids,  narcotics  and  demulcents,  and  counter-irritation  from 
the  use  of  epispastics.  He  was  pu  on  the  use  of  sanguinaria  Canadensis, 
opium,  liquorice,  &lc    In  a  few  days  his  disease  proved  mortal. 

Post-mortem  examination  presented  an  abscess  in  the  right  lung,  suffi- 
ciently large,  it  was  supposed,  to  have  contained  a  pint.  Some  foetid 
pus,  containing  black  globules,  was  found  in  this  cavity.  Not  having 
been  present  at  this  examination,  and  having  been  unable  to  obtain  a 
very  definite  account  of  the  morbid  changes,  I  have  been  unable  to  give 
so  full  a  detail  as  the  case  actually  demanded,  or  1  should  have  been 
pleased  to  present.  It  affords,  however,  a  good  illustration  of  the  effects 
of  gangrenous  suppuration  of  the  lungs,  when  it  is  circumscribed. 

Case  IV.  James  Enos,  Leicester,  Vt.  aged  22  years,  Dec.  14th, 
1832.  Had  the  cholera  in  New  York,  July  last ;  recovered  sufficiently 
to  resume  his  engagements  in  a  mercantile  house  as  a  clerk,  but  had  a 
pain  most  of  the  time  in  his  left  side,  which  eventually  became  so  se- 
vere that  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  business  and  return  to  his  father's 
in  Vermont.  When  I  first  saw  him,  he  had  been  at  his  father's  house 
several  days.  He  was  confined  to  the  bed,  quite  feeble,  skin  hot  and 
dry,  pulse  beating  92  strokes  a  minute,  tongue  coated,  cough  severe  and 
mostly  in  paroxysms,  frequently  repeated,  and  raising,  daily,  at  least  a 
pint  of  ash-colored,  purulent  matter,  having  an  intolerable  gangrenous 
odor.  Examined  with  the  stethoscope  :  no  respiratory  murmur  could 
be  detected  on  any  portion  of  the  left  side  of  the  thorax,  save  at  and 
above  the  nipple.  Pectoriloquism  obvious  for  a  considerable  distance 
above  the  nipple,  and  on  percussion  a  hollow  sound  was  produced  on 
this  part.  The  right  side  gave  a  healthy  crepitus  when  examined  with 
the  cylinder. 

Pathological  Conclusions. — Gangrenous  aposteme  in  the  left  lung, 
where  the  pectoriloquism  is  obvious,  and  hepatization  or  congestion 
of  the  remaining  portion  of  this  lung.    Right  lung  is  healthy. 

M.  M.  Blood  root,  liquorice  root,  aa  3  ij.  Coarsely  powder,  mix, 
moderately  boil  in  a  quart  of  water  to  pint,  strain,  add  gm.  arabic  3ij.  ; 
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honey  3  iv. ;  tartarized  anlimony  B\.  Simmer.  Take  as  much  as  can  be 
borne  without  exciting  nausea,  every  four  hours.  If  it  loosen  the  bowels 
too  much,  restrain  the  looseness  by  the  useof  laudanum.  Apply  an  epis- 
pastic  to  the  side  of  the  chest,  larger  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  sus- 
pected excavation. 

Dec.  2\st.  Symptoms  improved;  skin  more  natural,  pulse  88  per 
minute  and  soft,  less  matter  ejected,  but  retaining,  however,  the  same 
specific  stench. 

M.  M.  Take  with  the  above  compound  syrup,  alternately,  lac  am- 
moniac and  tincture  of  tolu,  sweetened  with  honey,  every  four  hours. 

Dec.  3\st.  Febrile  heat  mostly  gone,  paroxysms  of  coughing  less  fre- 
quently repeated  ;  raises  about  half  a  pint  a  day  of  less  offensive  matter. 

M.  M.  Omit  the  sanguinarian  mixture.  Continue  the  ammoniac 
compound. 

1833,  Jan.  \0th.  He  has  improved — is  able  to  walk  about  the  house. 
No  change  of  medicine  is  directed. 

Jan.  29th.  He  has  constantly  improved,  walks  out  doors,  raises  about 
a  gill  a  day  of  inodorous  pus-like  matter;  pulse,  usually  number  about 
88  beats  per  minute;  appetite  good,  all  kinds  of  food  received  and 
relished.  There  is  pectoriloquism  in  the  same  place  where  it  was  on 
my  first  examination  with  the  stethoscope,  and  the  same  want  of  respi- 
ratory murmur  exists  in  the  remaining  portion  of  the  left  side  of  the 
thorax. 

May  \5th.  General  health  is  good  ;  has  gained  his  accustomed  flesh  ; 
cough  and  expectoration  of  purulent  matter  continue  in  a  moderate 
degree. 

1836,  Jan.  9th.  He  has,  since  the  last  report,  been  to  Europe,  visited 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  now  returned  to  Brandon,  Vt.  and  engaged  in 
mercantile  business.  His  health  is  tolerably  good.  The  left  side  of  his 
chest  has  been  subjected  to  stethoscopic  examination  both  at  New  York 
and  in  Europe,  and  in  each  instance  the  examiners  pronounced  his  left 
lung  destroyed. 

Case  V.  Shubel  Clark,  of  Hinesburgh,  sixty  years  of  age,  a  man  of 
color,  possessed  of  a  good  constitution,  so  much  so  that  he  informed  me 
he  had  not  lost  a  meal  of  victuals  on  account  of  poor  health  for  the  last 
forty  years.  This  man  was  regular  in  his  habits,  used  no  intoxicating 
liquors,  pious,  prudent,  and  independent  in  his  circumstances,  and  sur- 
rounded by  a  wife  and  numerous  family  of  promising  children.  He 
was  attacked  while  at  work  clearing  new  land,  by  a  paroxysm  of  cough- 
ing, which  caused  him  to  eject  from  his  lungs  some  black  pitchy  matter, 
that  he  supposed  to  have  been  charcoal-dust,  which  floats  in  the  air  in 
new  burnt  land  when  the  dry  timber  is  removed.  The  coughing  and 
the  raising,  however,  increased,  and  he  soon  became  so  weak  that  he 
was  obliged  to  repair  to  his  bed.  An  intolerable  gangrenous  odor  was 
evolved  from  the  matter  expectorated,  and  he  lost  strength  and  emaciat- 
ed rapidly. 

Oct.  16th,  1834.  I  first  saw  him  in  consultation  with  his  attendant 
physician,  Dr.  J.  Work.  Patient  is  extremely  reduced  in  strength  and 
flesh,  unable  to  turn  himself  in  bed  without  assistance;  pulse  120  per 
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minute,  appetite  none,  bowels  regular;  percussion  does  not  denote  exca- 
vation on  either  side  of  the  chest.  By  the  stethoscope  a  puerile  crepitus 
is  observable  in  the  right  side  of  the  thorax,  pectoriloquous  above  the  nip- 
ple and  towards  the  axilla  ;  in  the  left  side  puerile  and  mucous  rattle 
indistinct,  pectoriloquism  between  the  nipple  and  axilla.  Paroxysms 
of  coughing  extremely  distressing,  even  to  such  a  degree  that  he  impa- 
tiently inquired  how  soon  he  would  probably  he  released  from  his  bodily 
suffering.  The  quantity  of  matter  flung  up  daily  varied  from  a  gill  to 
nearly  a  pint,  was  of  a  dark-ash  color,  and  evolved  such  a  foetid,  offen- 
sive and  gangrenous  stench  that  it  was  tedious  to  remain  in  the  room 
with  him  for  any  time. 

Pathological  Conclusion.  Circumscribed  pulmonary  gangrene.  Prog- 
nosis.— Event  fatal. 

M.  M.  Continue  the  tonics,  quinine  and  bark,  in  combination  with 
the  root  of  sanguinaria.  Let  these  be  given  in  a  slrong  aqueous  solu- 
tion, sweetened  with  honey  or  sugar.  Use  inhalations  of  chlorine  ;  and, 
also,  the  fumes  of  boiling  tar,  adding  to  the  tar  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
carbonate  of  potash  to  prevent  the  evolution  of  the  pyroligneous  acid. 

He  continued  gradually  failing  for  about  ten  days,  when  he  deceased, 
seven  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  his  complaint. 

Dr.  Work  has  kindly  favored  me  with  the  following  sketch  of  the 
morbid  appearances  presented  on  examination,  made  twelve  hours  after 
death. 

"  The  left  lung  I  found  adhered  to  the  parietes  of  the  chest,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  posterior  lobe  adhered.  In  this  lobe  there  was 
an  excavation  which  would  perhaps  contain  a  goose-egg — it  was  of  an 
irregular  shape,  and  extended  to  the  surface  of  the  lung  in  two  places. 
These  two  openings  were  divided  by  a  portion  of  the  parenchyma  of 
the  lungs,  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  width,  and  one  third  of  an  inch  in 
thickness.  The  pleura  pulmonalis  was  either  destroyed  by  the  disease 
or  remained  attached  to  the  costal  pleura.  The  walls  of  the  excavation 
were  gangrerious  to  the  depth  of  one  fourth  or  one  third  of  an  inch. 
The  lung  was  inflamed  an  inch,  or  perhaps  an  inch  and  a  half  in  some 
places,  beyond  the  gangrenous  portion.  The  cavity  contained  a  small 
quantity  of  matter  similar  to  that  expectorated. 

u  In  the  upper  part  of  the  right  lung  there  were  several  black  bodies 
of  various  sizes,  from  that  of  a  small  pea  to  that  of  a  very  large  one, 
or  perhaps  larger.  They  had  the  appearance  of  black  paste,  and  con- 
tained in  their  centres  a  chalky  or  osseous  substance  of  the  size  of  a 
pin's-head,  and  from  that  to  the  size  of  a  small  pea,  of  an  irregular 
shape." 

Upon  this  interesting  case  Dr.  W.  makes  the  subsequent  inquiries. 

1.  "  Was  this  an  instance  of  the  black  pulmonary  matter  of  old  people, 
or  was  it  melanosis,  or  what  was  it  ?" 

Answer.  These  black  bunches  were  probably  the  bronchial  glands, 
greatly  enlarged,  ulcerated,  and  charged  with  melanotic  and  osseous  or 
calcareous  matter.  Dr.  S.  G.  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  in  his  illustrations 
pf  Pulmonary  Consumption,  has  given  an  instance  of  this  kind  in  his 
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fifteenth  case.  This  morbid  change  he  has  beautifully  represented  by 
an  engraving  in  his  third  plate,  fig.  2. 

Shreds  of  pulmonary  tissue  and  bloodvessels  are  not  unfrequently 
found  in  gangrenous  excavations  of  the  lungs.  Dr.  Carsvvell  observes, 
"  When  the  pulmonary  tissue  is  affected  with  gangrene,  its  color  becomes 
of  a  deep  red,  approaching  almost  to  black,  whilst  the  consistence  equals 
that  of  hepatized  liver  or  lung.  When  pressed,  it  breaks  down  between 
the  fingers,  and  there  oozes  out  from  it  blood,  and  a  dark  white  or  green- 
ish fluid  of  the  consistence  of  milk  or  treacle.  The  lung  feels  pulpy 
and  flaccid,  and  when  cut  into,  appears  as  if  converted  into  a  putrid  sa- 
nies, in  which  shreds  of  pulmonary  tissue  and  bloodvessels  float  or  lie 
detached,  and  which  diffuses  around  the  most  insupportable  odor  of  spha- 
celus.   (Vid.  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  129.) 

The  excavation  in  the  case  under  review  was  divided  by  pulmonary 
tissue,  three  fourths  of  an  inch  one  way  and  one  third  of  an  inch  the 
other.  It  affords  a  beautiful  instance  of  melanosis  and  pulmonary  gan- 
grene. Melanosis  is  the  name  given  by  Laennec  to  masses  of  a  black 
or  blackish-brown  color,  occasionally  found  in  the  lungs.  It  is  mostly  seen 
in  amorphous  masses,  or  irregular  laminae,  or  in  black  spots  in  the  cellular 
tissue  immediately  beneath  the  pleura  pulmonalis.  It  is  sometimes  en- 
cysted, and  then  looks  like  a  bronchial  gland.  The  first  instance  is  well 
represented  in  plate  x\  fig.  i.  in  the  work  to  which  reference  has  already 
been  made.  The  right  lung  in  the  case  of  Clark  also  exhibited  the  en- 
cysted variety  of  melanosis. 

This  melanotic  matter,  according  to  late  views  in  pathology,  is  merely 
an  excess  of  secretion  of  the  pigmentum  nigrum,  modified  by  disease. 
There  are  instances,  however,  in  which  the  deposition  of  this  black 
matter  is  owing  to  absorption  of  carbonaceous  matter.  The  case  of  the 
late  John  Houghton,  of  Middlebury ,  who  died  in  1830,  in  consequence 
of  an  abscess  in  the  pelvis  subsequent  to  a  gastro-enteric  fever,  may  be 
cited  as  an  important  instance  of  this  kind.  He  had  taken  considerable 
finely  powdered  charcoal  during  his  sickness,  and  on  dissection  his  lungs 
exhibited  a  most  singular  dark,  motley  appearance. 

Instances  are  recorded  in  which  this  carbonaceous  matter  is  absorbed 
by  the  lungs.  "I  believe,"  says  Dr.  Williams,  "  that  this  black  matter 
■finds  access  to  the  pulmonary  texture  principally  through  abrasions, 
softenings,  or  other  lesions  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane.  This 
coaly  dust  does  not  appear  generally  to  produce  any  injury  to  the  func- 
tion of  the  lung."  But  there  are  some  curious  cases  on  record,  in 
which  this  accumulation  has  taken  place  so  rapidly  and  extensively  as 
to  infringe  on  the  function  of  the  lung,  producing  oedema,  and  a  black 
consolidation  of  the  tissue  which  tends  to  ulceration  and  the  formation 
of  cavities.    (Vid.  Medico-Chirurgical  Review  for  July,  1835,  p.  76.) 

2.  "  Why  was  the  pectoriloquism  in  the  right  side  more  distinct  than 
in  the  left,  since  upon  dissection  the  principal  excavation  was  found 
in  this  lung  ?" 

Answer.  The  pectoriloquism  of  the  right  side  was  probably  owing  to 
a  dilated  state  of  the  branchiae  ;  or  it  may  have  been  in  consequence  of 
the  small  excavations  in  the  upper  portion  of  this  lung  not  having  at 
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that  time  become  filled  with  melanotic  and  calcareous  matter.  Andral, 
in  the  second  volume  of  his  Pathological  Anatomy,  in  his  observations 
on  the  diseases  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  lungs,  says,  that  "  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  the  excavation  is  filled  by  an  accumulation  of  phos- 
phate of  lime  ;  at  least  cases  have  been  recorded  of  persons  who,  after 
presenting  the  most  unequivocal  signs  of  a  tuberculous  excavation,  and 
subsequently  recovering,  were  found  to  have  only  a  mass  of  calcareous 
phosphate  in  the  situation  where  pectoriloquy  and  gargouillement  had 
before  been  distinctly  audible." 

The  reason  why  the  pectoriloquy  was  not  more  distinct  in  the  left 
lung,  since  the  principal  excavation  was  found  in  this  lung,  was  probably 
because  the  excavation,  and  the  bronchial  tubes  leading  to  it,  were  at  the 
time  of  the  examination  partially  or  quite  filled  with  pus.  This  event 
would  prevent  resonance,  and  consequently  pectoriloquism .  On  this 
account,  Laennec  advises  several  careful  examinations  to  be  made  be- 
fore a  decision  be  given.  In  organic  lesions  of  the  lungs,  great  changes 
are  often  produced  in  the  audible  characteristics,  by  a  paroxysm  of 
coughing,  accompanied  with  expectoration.  A  hectic  lady,  whom  I 
examined  in  1834,  gave  no  distinct  respiratory  murmur  at  the  apex  of 
the  left  lung  till  after  a  severe  paroxysm  of  coughing  and  expectoration, 
when  pectoriloquism  was  very  clear  and  distinct.  This,  even  with  her 
other  symptoms,  determined  a  fatal  prognosis,  which  otherwise  must 
have  been  expressed  doubtfully. 

[To  be  concluded  next  vveek.j 


THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

But  the  noblest  end  at  which  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  can  aim, 
and  at  which  they  should  never  cease  to  aim,  until  it  is  accomplished, 
is  yet  to  be  mentioned.  It  is  the  purification  of  the  profession  from  all 
unworthy  motives  and  practices,  the  expulsion  from  it  of  all  that  is 
mean,  sordid,  and  sinister,  the  advancement  and  security  of  its  morality 
and  honor,  and  the  maintenance  of  its  dignity.  Medicine  is  a  lofty 
and  liberal  calling,  the  fairest,  foremost,  and  most  efficient  handmaid  of 
benevolence  and  philanthropy  ;  not  a  trick  ish,  grovelling,  money-making 
scheme  of  barter  and  traffic.  Its  true  end  is  to  minister  to  humanity 
and  public  good,  not  to  personal  cupidity  and  selfishness — to  preserve 
life,  restore  health,  and  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and  the  distresses 
of  their  friends  ;  not  to  gratify  the  acquisitiveness,  and  fill  the  coffers 
of  the  covetous  and  the  uncharitable.  As  respects  every  new  case  of 
disease  a  practitioner  is  called  to  attend,  let  his  calculation  be,  how  much 
good  he  can  do,  and  how  much  credit  he  can  add  to  his  profession  ; 
not  what  amount  of  pecuniary  profit  he  can  make  by  the  job.  The 
physician  who  cannot,  especially  on  pressing  and  perilous  emergencies, 
forget  himself,  both  as  to  danger  and  all  other  personal  and  selfish  con- 
siderations, in  the  interest  he  feels  in  the  condition  of  the  sick,  the-honor 
of  medicine,  and  the  public  welfare,  is  unworthy  of  his  vocation,  and 
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will  never  rise  in  it  to  enviable  eminence.  He  may  prove  a  successful 
trader  in  it.  but  nothing  more.  He  will  never  be  decorated  with  its 
honors  while  living,  nor  have  his  memory  embalmed  by  either  its 
regrets  or  its  praises  when  dead.  Like  the  ingrate  who  is  heartless- 
ly indifferent  to  his  country,  and  whom  the  poet  has  deservedly  given 
to  infamy,  the  sordid  trafficker  in  medicine, 

l<  Livii!<r.  shall  forfeit  fnir  renown, 
And  doubly  dying  sh;i! I  go  down 
To  the  vile  earth  from  which  he  sprung, 
Unwept,  unhonored,  and  unsung." 

In  making  these  remarks,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  mean 
that  the  practitioner  of  medicine  is  not  to  be  rewarded  for  his  services. 
Far  from  it.  Provided  he  be  able,  and  faithful  to  his  trust,  no  man  is 
more  worthy  of  a  liberal  reward.  His  education  has  been  expensive  to 
him,  both  in  time  and  money;  his  professional  labors  are  severe  and 
burdensome,  and  his  fatigues  and  exposures  great  and  dangerous  ;  and, 
in  value,  the  services  he  renders  are  unsurpassed.  To  these  elements 
of  his  merit,  therefore,  his  compensations  should  correspond.  But 
they  should  be  required  and  made  with  liberal  views,  and  on  honor- 
able grounds.  Hence  they  should  never  be  exacted  in  cases  where 
payment  would  create  distress  ;  nor,  except  in  cases  of  marked  in- 
justice, through  the  medium  of  the  law.  The  widowT,  the  orphan, 
and  the  honest  and  industrious  poor,  should  never  be  made  to  feel  them. 

Physicians,  moreover,  should  have  a  mutual  and  fair  understanding  in 
relation  to  the  rate  of  their  charges.  And  from  that  rate,  except  under 
peculiar  and  palpable  circumstances,  no  one  should  deviate.  In  a 
special  manner  no  one  should  undercharge,  for  the  sake  of  acquiring 
popularity  and  business,  and  thus  treacherously  sapping  the  interests  of 
his  professional  brethren.  JNo  man  can  be  more  contemptible,  than  he 
who  higgles  in  a  cheap-shop  in  medicine. 

-u-  41*  «M-  4i»  &  4fe  «u*  -v*  «U* 

-ft"  "7v  *7v"  VV  -A~  Vv*  *7V*  *A*  "7V*  *7¥* 

What  then  is  medical  morality,  that  by  clearly  understanding  it,  we 
may  more  correctly  appreciate  it,  and  more  inviolably  observe  it  ?  It  is, 
the  morality  common  to  human  nature,  more  scrupulously  and  feelingly 
practised  toward  each  other,  by  those,  whom  the  habits  and  sympathies 
of  the  same  pursuit  have  associated  and  formed  into  a  band  of  brothers. 
Within  this  sphere  it  enjoins  benevolence,  charity,  courtesy,  forbearance, 
and  justice  to  all,  and  forbids  whatever  may  injure  or  offend.  Medical 
morality  is  but  another  name  for  brotherly  love  and  Mildness  in  medi- 
cine, concentrating  and  mellowing  the  sterner  virtues,  heightening  their 
activity,  and  directing  their  course.  It  is  the  morality  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment diffused  through  the  Profession,  rendering  it  instinct  with  its  bene- 
ficent spirit.     And  that  morality  is  summed  up  in  the  golden  precept, 

"  Do  UNTO   OTHERS,   AS  YOU  WOULD  THAT  THEY  SHOULD  DO  TO  YOU.'' 

—  Caldwell's  Inaugural  Address. 


MORTALITY  OF  DOCTORS. 
We  are  naturally  deeply  interested  in  the  question — are  we  longer  or 
shorter-lived  than  other  classes  of  the  community  ?    There  is  necessari- 
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]y  much  difficulty  in  ascertaining  this  point.  No  distinct  records  of  the 
births  and  deaths  of  doctors  are  extant  ;  and  those  who  arrive  at  con- 
clusions on  the  subject  must  take  for  data  the  lives  of  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  eminence.  But  such  data  are  very  likely  to  prove  erroneous. 
For,  in  our  profession,  those  who  attain  eminence  are  probably  longer- 
lived  than  the  bulk  of  their  brethren. 

However  this  may  be,  Prof.  Casper,  of  Berlin,  affirms  that  the  medical 
practitioners  of  Germany  are  shorter-lived  than  the  members  of  other 
professions.  M.  Du  Bois  has  arrived  at  the  opposite  conclusion.  Of 
850  medical  practitioners,  he  ascertained  that  7  died  between  20  and  30 
years  of  age ;  57  between  30  and  40  ;  83  between  40  and  50  ;  136  be- 
tween 50  and  60;  202  between  60  and  70;  2i3  between  70  and  80  ; 
116  between  80  and  90;  31  between  90  and  100  ;  and  4  between  100 
and  108.  In  fact,  365  of  the  850  attained  to  70  and  upwards,  which 
even  exceeds  the  proportion  allotted  to  the  long-lived  theologians,  of 
whom,  according  to  Casper,  42  per  cent,  attain  the  age  of  70.  The 
material  of  these  statements  is  taken  from  Eloy's  Dictionnaire  Historique. 

The  anxieties  of  the  medical  practitioner,  his  midnight  watchings,  and 
the  contaminated  atmosphere  he  often  breathes,  must  be  sources  of  dis- 
ease and  mortality.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  one  great 
source  of  safety  open  to  him,  which  must  tend  to  render  the  balance  be- 
tween him  and  his  patients  even — he  takes  monstrous  little  physic. 
Whatever  may  be  the  real  state  of  the  case,  one  practical  rule  is  quite 
clear — we  must  all  try  to  live  as  long  as  we  can,  were  it  only  for  the  hon- 
or of  the  profession. — Medico- Chirurgical  Review. 


AVERAGE  WEIGHT  OF  THE  HUMAN  BODY. 

A  table,  in  the  British  Medical  Almanac,  prepared  in  Belgium,  shows — 
1st.  That  the  weight  of  the  male  infant,  at  birth,  is  nearly  seven 
pounds,  avoirdupois,  while  that  of  the  female  is  not  quite  six  and  a  half. 

2d.  That  the  maximum  weight  (140  1-2  lbs.)  of  the  male  is  attained 
at  the  age  of  40  ;  while  that  of  the  female  (nearly  124  lbs.)  is  not  at- 
tained till  50,  from  which  ages  they  decline  afterwards;  the  male  to 
127  1-2  lbs.,  the  female  to  109  lbs.;  nearly  a  stone. 

3d.  That  the  full  grown  adult  is  twenty  times  as  heavy  as  the  new- 
born infant. 

4th.  That  the  rate  of  growth  varies:  in  the  first  year  the  child  triples 
its  weight ;  afterwards  the  growth  proceeds  in  geometrical  progression,  so 
that  if  50  infants  in  their  first  year  weigh  1000  lbs.,  they  will  in  the 
second  weigh  1210  lbs. ;  in  the  third,  1331  lbs.  ;  in  the  fourth,  1464  lbs. ; 
the  term  remaining  very  constant  up  to  the  ages  of  11-12  in  females, 
and  12-13  in  males,  where  it  must  be  nearly  doubled  ;  afterwards  it  may 
be  continued,  and  will  be  found  very  nearly  correct  up  to  the  age  of  18 
or  19,  when  the  growth  proceeds  very  slowly.  The  weight  of  any 
number  of  children  between  two  and  nine  years  of  age  being  known, 
their  weight,  the  amount  of  matter  they  can  incorporate  in  twelve  months 
or  two  years,  may  be  unerringly  calculated. 
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THE  LATE  DR.  LEE,  OF  CM ARLESTOVVN,  MASS. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  sorrow  that  we  record  the  death  of  this  excellent 
physician  and  philanthropist,  who,  had  he  lived  to  the  common  age  of 
man,  would  have  taken  an  elevated  rank  in  society.  In  the  very  be- 
ginning of  his  usefulness,  he  fell  a  victim  to  professional  responsibilities. 
He  had  not  a  physical  organization  fitted  to  undergo  the  fatigues  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  endure.  We  knew  enough  of  his  character  to 
admire  it  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  moral  constitution  of  his  mind,  it  was 
such  as  to  exert  the  happiest  influence  on  all  within  the  circle  of  his  offi- 
cial acquaintance.  The  McLean  Asylum,  over  which  he  presided,  has 
indeed  suffered  a  severe  loss.  The  Board  of  Trustees,  in  continuing  his 
salary  to  the  widow,  till  the  first  of  April,  1837,  have  done  a  memorable 
act,  highly  honorable  and  praiseworthy.  Dr.  Lee  was  a  correspondent 
of  this  Journal,  and  his  writings  exhibit  evidence  of  much  research  and 
industry. 

The  following  communication  from  Worcester,  where  he  died,  so  com- 
pletely anticipates  what  we  were  preparing  to  say,  that  no  apology  is 
necessary  for  inserting  it  in  this  place. 

Died,  at  the  residence  of  his  friend  Dr.  Woodward,  in  Worcester, 
Mass.,  on  the  29th  of  October,  Thomas  G.  Lee,  M.D.  Physician  and 
Superintendent  of  the  McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  aged  28. 

Dr.  Lee's  health  had  been  declining  for  some  weeks  previous  to  his 
leaving  the  Asylum.  A  bowel  complaint,  with  daily  paroxysms  of  fever, 
had  reduced  his  strength,  and  depressed  his  spirits.  During  this  period, 
however,  he  exerted  himself  to  do  the  duties  of  his  station,  till  his  appe- 
tite wholly  failed  him,  his  sleep  departed,  and  he  found  himself  worn 
down,  dispirited,  and  so  extremely  susceptible  that  common  incidents  in 
the  Institution  agitated  him  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  him  unfit  long- 
er to  continue.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  left  for  Worcester,  where 
he  arrived  late  in  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  October.  His  friends  were 
all  impressed  with  his  sickly  and  emaciated  appearance.  He  led  them 
to  suppose,  however,  that  he  had  been  slightly  indisposed,  and  had  com- 
menced a  journey  for  the  re-establishment  of  his  health.  He  conversed 
a  short  time  with  cheerfulness  and  animation,  and  retired  to  rest.  In  the 
morning  following,  he  complained  of  not  sleeping  and  a  total  loss  of  ap- 
petite ;  he  however  proposed  to  go  with  his  friend  through  the  wards  of 
the  extensive  establishment  for  the  insane,  and  continued  his  walks,  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrance  of  his  friend,  for  nearly  four  hours.  He 
then  complained  of  great  fatigue,  and  went  to  his  bed.  Towards  even- 
ing he  arose,  but  complained  of  not  having  slept,  and  appeared  exceed- 
ingly ill.  From  this  time  all  his  former  symptoms  returned  with  tenfold 
violence.  The  symptoms  of  malignant  disease  were  rapidly  developed. 
His  mind  and  nervous  system  were  at  first  greatly  disturbed.  During 
the  whole  period  of  his  sickness,  the  disease  of  the  bowels  made  steady 
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progress,  and  showed  that  local  danger  existed  in  the  digestive  organs, 
which  years  before  had  l>een  subject  to  alarming  disease. 

Under  the  influence  of  remedies,  after  some  days  his  sleep  became 
quiet,  and  delirium  left  him.  But  the  disease  of  the  bowels  went  steadi- 
ly on,  and  pointed  but  too  truly  to  the  fatal  result  which  took  place  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th.  The  last  two  weeks  of  his  illness,  his  sufferings 
were  severe.  When  informed  that  remedies  would  probably  he  unavail- 
ing in  his  case,  he  settled  his  worldly  affairs  with  the  composure  of  one 
who  was  preparing  for  a  temporary  journey,  expressed  his  gratitude  in 
the  most  feeling  terms  to  all  who  had  attended  to  him  in  his  illness,  took 
leave  of  his  friends,  ai>d  resigned  himself  to  the  will  of  his  Heavenly 
Father,  in  the  full  confidence  of  the  Christian's  Hope. 

One  of  his  last  requests  was  that  an  examination  should  be  made  after 
death,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  disease.  Eight  hours  after  his  decease 
the  examination  was  made.  An  immense  quantity  of  air,  with  some  of 
the  contents  of  the  bowels,  was  found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
which  at  once  showed  a  fatal  lesion  had  somewhere  taken  place  in  the 
alimentary  canal.  The  disease  was  principally  of  the  colon  and  rectum. 
The  lining  membrane  was  diseased  to  some  extent,  and  the  vessels  of  the 
small  intestines  were  injected  with  red  blood.  The  sigmoid  flexure  of 
the  colon  was  contracted  to  the  diameter  of  half  or  three  quarters  of  an 
inch  ;  the  internal  surface  for  three  inches  appeared  white,  and  the  intes- 
tine was  hardened  almost  to  callus,  while  the  portions  above  and  below 
were  greatly  distended  with  air  and  the  surface  was  inflamed.  Five  or 
six  inches  below  this  diseased  portion,  was  an  ulcer  as  large  as  a  cent, 
perforating  the  coats  of  the  intestine  with  an  opening  of  the  size  of  a 
crow-quill,  and  admitting  the  escape  of  air  into~  the  cavity.  Air  passed 
freely  through  the  intestines  till  three  days  previous  to  his  death,  when 
the  abdomen  became  permanently  distended.  The  perforation  probably 
took  place  at  this  time,  and  air  and  other  contents  of  the  intestines  escap- 
ed through  it.  The  external  surface  of  the  rectum  was  covered  with 
fleshy  excrescences,  apparently  the  effect  of  former  disease.  The  liver 
and  upper  portion  of  the  bowels  appeared  healthy.  The  stomach  was  not 
examined. 

Four  years  ago,  in  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1832,  Dr.  Lee  had  a  severe 
affection  of  the  bowels,  commencing  with  diarrhoea  and  terminating  in 
severe  colic.  His  life  was  at  that  time  considered  to  be  in  imminent  dan- 
ger. He  was  then  Assistant  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane  in 
Hartford,  a  place  that  he  was  obliged  to  resign  in  consequence  of  ill 
health.  From  that  time  he  has  never  been  well,  and  for  a  year  or  more 
was  wholly  unfit  for  any  active  duty.  When  called  to  the  same  situation  in 
the  McLean  Asylum  in  1834,  he  hesitated  a  long  time  before  he  accept- 
ed, fearing  that  his  health  would  be  inadequate  to  the  performance  of  his 
duties. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Lee  is  a  severe  public  calamity.  In  the  situation 
which  he  occupied  for  a  few  months  only,  he  gained  a  high  reputation 
for  himself,  and  increased  the  honor  and  raised  the  character  of  the  In- 
stitution, which  for  years  had  been  deservedly  high.  His  qualifications 
of  mind  and  heart  were  admirably  fitted  for  the  station,  and  he  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  it  with  great  acceptance  to  the  officers  who  controlled 
it,  and  the  inmates  and  their  friends  who  were  interested  in  his  success. 
He  commenced  these  duties  with  that  diffidence  and  distrust  which  are 
evidence  of  true  merit.    His  youth,  his  inexperience,  and  his  feeble 
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health,  were  urged  by  him,  in  correspondence  with  his  friends,  as  rea- 
sons why  he  should  not  assume  the  responsible  duties  of  superintendent 
of  an  institution,  the  character  of  which  was  high,  the  superintendent  of 
which  was  a  man  of  great  attainments  and  deserved  reputation  in  the 
management  of  the  insane.  He  was,  however,  persuaded  not  to  decline. 
The  result  has  shown  that  the  selection  was  most  judicious,  and  most 
happy  for  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  institution. 

In  the  management  of  the  insane,  Dr.  Lee  possessed  that  tact  which 
belongs  to  lew  men.  His  mind  was  active  to  discern,  and  fruitful  in  expe- 
dients to  satisfy  the  expectation  of  his  patients  and  gain  their  confidence. 
His  feelings,  naturally  ardent,  became  deeply  interested  in  each  patient 
under  his  care.  His  whole  mind  and  soul  were  devoted  to  the  welfare  of 
the  institution,  and  the  success  of  his  efforts  to  restore  to  health  and  rea- 
son the  victims  of  insanity,  was  so  great  as  to  keep  them  in  a  state  of 
continual  excitement.  This  his  friends  foresaw,  and  warned  him  of  the 
consequences.  His  benevolence  knew  no  boundaries  but  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  ultimate  object  of  his  wishes,  and  no  personal  labor  was 
spared,  and  no  privation  interfered,  where  his  sense  of  duty  called.  Such 
mind  wore  bright,  but  could  not  wear  long.  It  was  of  such  delicate 
structure  as  to  be  exceedingly  susceptible,  and  with  a  physical  system 
naturally  slender,  and  rendered  still  more  delicate  by  disease,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  it  should  produce  excitement,  resulting  in  serious  injury  to 
health.  Such  was  ever  the  condition  of  Dr.  Lee,  when  in  situations  of 
great  responsibility.  While  in  the  Retreat  at  Hartford,  the  assistant  of 
the  distinguished  Dr.  Todd,  from  whom  he  acquired  much  of  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  treatment  of  insanity,  his  zeal  and  ardor  in  this  cause  of  hu- 
manity brought  upon  him,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  an  attack  of 
diseaae,  which  seriously  threatened  his  life,  and  resulted  in  such  a  state  of 
his  general  health,  and  particularly  of  his  nervous  system,  as  induced 
him,  at  the  solicitation  of  all  his  friends,  to  resign  his  place.  Such  was 
its  effect  in  the  present  case.  And  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  he  fell 
a  victim  to  his  efforts  in  this  cause  of  benevolence. 

Dr.  Lee  was  beloved  by  every  one  who  knew  him,  because  his  charac- 
ter and  deportment  was  uniformly  lovely.  In  his  intercourse  with  man- 
kind, he  was  frank,  open,  and  honest.  Few  men  were  so  conciliatory, 
and  yet  so  firm  and  decided.  He  carried  his  point  with  all,  in  and  out  of 
the  institution,  effected  whatever  he  wished,  and  yet  gained  the  confi- 
dence and  even  the  affection  of  those  who  might  be  supposed  unfavorable 
to  his  plans.  Sincerity  and  love  of  truth  were  prominent  traits  of  his 
character.  He  loved  his  friends,  and  delighted  in  refined  and  polished 
society.  His  heart  was  ever  ready  to  sympathise  with  the  distressed. 
To  make  all  around  him  happy  was  the  greatest  pleasure  of  his  life. 

His  career  was  short,  but  brilliant.  He  has  gained  a  name  which  will 
be  remembered  while  the  institution  which  he  superintended  shall  remain 
a  monument  of  christian  charity  and  benevolence.  In  all  this  I  am  quite 
sure  the  directors  of  that  institution  will  acquiesce.  In  selecting  a  suc- 
cessor, they  will  be  most  happy  if  they  can  find  the  same  high  qualifica- 
tions in  an  individual  who  is  willing  to  spend  his  life  and  be  spent  in  this 
cause  of  humanity.  W. 
Worcester,  Oct.  31,  1836. 


Library  of  Practical  Medicine. — The  eighth  volume,  published  by  order 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  has  just  been  issued  from  the 
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press  of  Perkins  Sl  Marvin.  It  contains  the  Boylston  Prize  Disserta- 
tions for  1836,  by  Oliver  VV.  Holmes,  M.D.,  Robert  W.  Haxall,  M.D., 
and  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.  Without  any  reference  to  the  character  of 
the  matter  within,  it  is  sufficient  to  remark,  at  this  time,  that  the  typo- 
graphical execution  is  very  creditable  to  the  Boston  press.  Next  week 
we  shall  begin  to  draw  freely  from  its  pages. 


Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine. — A  catalogue  of  the  present  term  is  he- 
fore  us.  The  institution  is  going  on  prosperously  —  ninety-seven  students 
are  matriculated.  Their  triennial  catalogue  is  an  exceedingly  useful  ta- 
ble of  reference,  which  is  worth  imitating  in  all  other  schools.  Dr.  Tul- 
ly  still  occupies  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Dr.  Woodward's 
indefatigable  labors  are  well  known.  Two  such  men  are  able,  within 
themselves,  to  sustain  any  school. 


Vaginal  Hernia  of  the  Bladder. — This  interesting  and  instructive  case  oc- 
curred in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Buck,  in  Germany,  and  was  mistaken  for  pro- 
lapsus of  the  uterus,  with  cancerous  ulceration  brought  on  by  slow  inflam- 
mation after  injury  in  childbirth.  The  operation  for  removing  the  cancer- 
ous uterus  was  accordingly  proposed,  and  was  actually  commenced  before 
the  nearly  fatal  mistake  in  diagnosis  was  discovered.  The  appearances 
were  so  deceptive,  that  several  practising  surgeons  and  accoucheurs,  be- 
sides Dr.  B.  were  deceived  by  them.  The  fungous  masses,  with  the 
leather-like  envelope,  were  dissected  away,  but  the  denuded  bladder  was 
in  no  place  wounded.  The  patient  died  in  six  weeks  after  the  operation. 
The  uterus  was  found,  after  death,  in  a  perfectly  healthy  condition.  The 
bladder,  in  its  gradual  descent,  had  pushed  before  it  the  upper  wall  of 
the  vagina. 


Polypus  Uteri  within  the  Womb  removed  by  Ligature. — Dr.  Buck,  of  Ger- 
many, has  recently  performed  this  difficult  operation  with  success,  and 
thus  shown  the  unsoundness  of  the  general  belief  that  morbid  growths 
cannot  be  removed  from  within  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  Experience  has 
taught  him,  he  says,  that  when  the  os  tineas  is  open,  it  is  practicable  to 
apply  a  ligature  to  a  polypus  within  the  uterus.  Though  the  operation 
may  seldom  be  necessary,  the  case  referred  to  proves  that  it  is  sometimes 
so,  as  the  patient's  life  was  no  doubt  saved  by  the  skill  and  perseverance 
of  Dr.  B.  After  the  ligature  was  first  applied,  by  means  of  the  canula, 
at  a  point  beyond  the  reach  of  the  finger,  it  was  tightened  daily  for  eight 
days,  when  it  broke,  but  it  was  found  that  only  half  the  polypus  had  spha- 
celated away.  A  re-application  of  the  ligature  was  successfully,  though 
with  increased  difficulty,  effected.  In  a  few  days  the  last  ligature  came 
away,  and  in  a  fortnight  no  remains  of  the  polypus  were  discoverable. 


Physical  Association. — A  hint  is  thrown  out  in  a  paper  written  some 
years  since,  by  Dr.  Edward  Miller,  of  New  York,  which  opens  a  wide 
field  for  interesting  inquiry  and  observation.  In  speaking  of  the  greater 
tendency  in  some  persons  than  in  others  to  vertigo  and  nausea  from  unac- 
customed motion.s,  which  he  considers  is  in  consequence  of  a  greater  fa- 
cility with  which,  in  such  persons,  fibrous  motions  acquire  habits  of  sym- 
pathetic association,  he  suggests  the  probability  that  the  same  individu- 
als would  be  in  a  like  degree  peculiarly  liable  to  the  whole  class  of  sym- 
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pathetic  diseases,  and  that  the  paroxysms  of  intermittent  fevers  would  in 
such  be  more  difficult  to  arrest,  and  be  liable  to  recur  from  slight  causes 
after  apparent  convalescence.  The  force  of  memory,  he  suggests,  may 
also  be  dependent  upon  the  same  peculiar  temperament.  It  might  be 
easily  ascertained,  in  many  cases,  whether  persons  of  retentive  memory 
are  more  liable  to  fevers,  sea-sickness,  and  the  various  other  diseases  of 
association,  than  others. 


Jllhenceum  Medical  Library. — Mention  was  made  of  this  fine  collection 
of  books,  a  little  time  since,  accompanied  by  an  intimation  that  they  were 
rather  in  durance — quite  beyond  the  reach  of  readers.  Through  the 
kindness  of  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  matter,  we  are 
assured  that  the  physicians  of  Boston  can  have  access  to  the  library, 
whenever  they  choose,  by  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the  institu- 
tion, which  asks  a  fee  of  only  ten  dollars  per  annum.  Before  the  library 
was  placed  in  Pearl  street,  the  subscription  was  always  that  sum,  which 
no  one  complained  of.  By  changing  the  location,  or,  in  other  words, 
placing  it  at  the  Athenaeum,  additional  advantages  were  gained,  for  by 
the  payment  of  the  ten  dollars  the  reader  is  now  permitted  to  take  books 
from  any  division  of  that  mammoth  collection,  embracing  the  rarest  and 
most  costly  magazine  of  literature  and  science  in  America,  with  the 
privilege  of  changing  volumes,  if  necessary,  several  times  a  day.  In- 
stead, therefore,  of  complaining,  we  are  delighted  with  the  plan,  and 
strongly  recommend  to  the  Boston  physicians  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
combination  of  rare  privileges.  With  respect  to  the  locality  of  the  Athe- 
naeum, that  is  altogether  another  affair.  The  march  of  business  will  soon 
drive  the  whole  establishment  out  of  the  street,  and  the  trustees  are  men 
of  such  sagacity,  that  they  will  fix  upon  a  spot  that  will  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  all  sorts  of  patrons.  Some  extremely  choice  medical  works 
have  been  received  quite  recently  at  the  medical  room — one  particularly 
valuable  on  account  of  the  plates,  representing  diseases  of  the  skin, 
which  should  be  inspected  by  all  the  practitioners  in  the  city. 


Mass.  General  Hospital. — There  was  one  operation  at  the  hospital  on 
Saturday,  performed  by  Dr.  Hayward.  The  case  was  that  of  salivary 
fistula,  occurring  under  the  following  circumstances.  The  patient,  a 
young  man  18  years  of  age,  had  a  portion  of  the  integuments  of  the 
face  blown  away,  two  years  since,  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun.  The  wound 
healed  in  four  months,  leaving  a  large  cicatrix  just  under  the  zygomatic 
process,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  a  fistulous  opening,  communicating 
with  the  parotid  duct.  All  the  saliva  passed  out  at  this  aperture,  the  ori- 
fice of  the  duct  in  the  mouth,  and  a  portion  of  the  canal  leading  to  it,  be- 
ing entirely  obstructed.  The  object  of  the  operator  was  to  form  a  new 
canal  into  the  mouth,  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  situation  of  the  natural 
one.  For  this  purpose,  a  large  needle,  a  little  curved  at  its  point,  and 
prepared  with  a  ligature,  was  passed  into  the  fistulous  opening  on  the 
cheek,  carried  along  for  a  short  distance  under  the  integuments,  and  made 
to  penetrate  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth,  opposite  the  second 
molar  tooth.  A  knot  was  then  made  at  either  end  of  the  ligature,  which 
for  the  present  was  allowed  to  remain.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  opera- 
tor to  perform  an  operation  to  close  the  external  orifice,  as  soon  as  that 
into  the  mouth  should  have  become  fistulous. 
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To  Correspondents. — The  communication  of  Dr.  J.  of  Albany,  will  be  in- 
serted next  week. 


Died,— In  North  Brookfield,  Mass.  Dr.  Cheney  Potter,  53. — In  Easton,  Mass. 
Dr.  Seth  E.  Pratt,  28.— In  Attaway,  111.  Dr.  P.  P.  Burkel,  late  of  New  York,  26. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  November  5,  39.    Males,  15— females, 24. 

Lung  fever,  2— cholera  infantum,  1— consumption,  7— diarrhoea,  1— intemperance,  1 — scarlet  fever, 
2— pleurisy,  1— typhus,  3— canker  in  the  bowels,  1—  fever,  1— scrofula,  1  — infantile,  2— childbed,  1 
— wounds,  1 -old  age,  4— liver  complaint,  2— fractured  skull,  1— accidental,  2— brain  fever,  1— in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — dropsy,  1 — stillborn,  4. 


PROLAPSUS  UTERI  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABDOMIN  AL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
Uteri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity 
from  the  distressing  "  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  winch  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skiiful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Uteio  Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 

Lowe  &.  Rioed,  Boston  ;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ;  Joshua  Durgin,  Portland,  Me.  j 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1.  ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springlield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5 — 6m 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

Tiie  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.    Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 


given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  arrd  Children,  and  on  Chemistry     by  Dr.  Channing. 

On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "  Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery    -      -      -      - "    -      -      -      -"  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  Dr.  Lewis. 


The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  .^100 — to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Aopliealions  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  theTremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
H.  A.  DEWAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  for  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each"  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  rrray  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
J.  Montgomery  Place.  tf—  Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1838. 


DRS.  PATTISON  AND  DUNGLISON  S  NEW  WORK. 

THE  AMERiCAN  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  LIBRARY  AND'INTELLIGENCE,  devoted  to  a 
republication  of  valuable  works  of  the  profession  and  a  comprehensive  review  of  the  progress  of  Medi- 
cal and  Chirurgical  Science,  to  be  edited  by  these  gentlemen,  published  by  A.  Waldie  semi-monthly/ 
and  furnished  by  Mr.  Jordan  in  this  city— free  of  postage— each  No.  to  contain  128  8vo  pages,  making 
3328  pages  yearly  for  $10. 

Besides  the  recommendation  of  the  Editors,  the  name  of  the  Publisher  is  celebrated,  in  connection 
with  his  weekly  Miscellaneous  Library,  for  his  liberal  enterprise  and  punctuality. 

Nov.  9— 3t  Address  W.  H.  S.  JORDAN,  121  Washington  street. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  Jit.  at  1«1  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post-paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  $3, 50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newsuauer. 
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PULMONARY  GANGRENE. 

CASES  OF  GANGRENE  OF  THE  LUNGS,  WITH  PATHOLOGICAL  AND  PRACTICAL  REMARKS. 
BY  J.  A.  ALLEN,  M.D.   OF   MIDDLEBURY,  VT. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.— Concluded  from  page  220.] 

Case  VI.  E.  S.  Buttolph,  of  Brandon,  about  forty  years  of  age,  by 
profession  a  mason,  had  been  employed  in  his  avocation  for  several 
months,  when  he  experienced  so  much  pain  in  the  right  side  of  his  chest 
as  to  induce  him  to  return  to  his  home,  where  1  saw  him  ten  days  after, 
July  22d,  1835.  He  was  much  emaciated,  skin  sallow,  countenance 
sunken,  pulse  one  hundred  per  minute,  skin  dry,  appetite  none,  cough 
in  severe  paroxysms,  and  flinging  from  his  lungs  at  least  a  pint  daily  of 
an  ash-colored  pus  or  matter,  which  evolved  a  strong  gangrenous  odor. 
He  commenced  raising  this  kind  of  matter  six  days  ago.  Respiratory 
murmur  sonorous  in  both  sides  of  the  chest — distinctly  pectoriloquous 
on  the  right  side  above  the  nipple  ;  and,  also,  back  of  the  dorsum  of  the 
scapula.  Left  side  indistinctly  pectoriloquous  above  the  nipple — re- 
maining portion  sibilant  rhonchus. 

Pathological  Conclusion. — Excavation  in  the  right  lung  and  gangren- 
ous ;  left,  small  excavation  or  dilatation  of  the  bronchia?  ;  general  sub- 
stance of  the  lung  passing  into  the  same  state  of  sphacelation.  Prog- 
nosis. — Event  fatal. 

M.  M.  As  he  was  using  a  preparation  of  sanguinaria  and  opium, 
this  was  continued,  with  directions  to  use  quinine,  or  the  bark,  as  cir- 
cumstances might  require  ;  and,  also,  chlorine  inhalations.  August  3d, 
he  deceased. 

Autopsy. — Dr.  C.  Bacchus,  his  attendant  physician,  has  had  the 
kindness  to  favor  me  with  the  subsequent  sketch  of  the  organic  lesions 
found  twenty-four  hours  after  death. 

"1  found,"  says  Dr.  B.,  "  in  his  right  side,  one  complete  excavation ; 
not  a  particle  that  resembled  lung  or  membrane  remained.  The  inside 
of  the  ribs  and  diaphragm  were  considerably  affected  throughout  their 
whole  extent. 

"  The  left  lung,  at  its  upper  part,  appeared  natural  ;  the  lower  and 
back  part  highly  inflamed  and  gangrenous — no  appearance  of  any  ulcer 
or  any  attachment  on  the  left  side.  The  heart,  stomach,  and  liver,  ap- 
peared natural.  The  kidney,  intestine,  omentum,  and  peritoneum,  on 
the  right  side,  were  firmly  attached  together,  occasioned  probably  by 
15 
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previous  inflammation  produced  by  a  fall  three  years  since.     The  left 
side  of  the  abdominal  viscera  was  natural." 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  indistinct  pectoriloquy  on  the  left  side 
was  evidently  produced  by  a  dilated  state  of  the  bronchise,  which  is  a 
very  natural  result  of  severe  paroxysms  of  coughing. 

Besides  the  six  cases  I  have  detailed,  four  others  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter have  fallen  under  my  observation.  Two  of  these  occurred  in  per- 
sons over  fifty  years  of  age.  These  recovered.  The  other  two  were 
young  men,  one  of  whom  has  recovered.  The  other  has  not  yet  termi- 
nated, but  the  gangrenous  symptoms  have  disappeared.  In  these  cases 
the  same  general  plan  of  medication  was  adopted  as  in  the  cases  reported. 
One  of  these  persons  took,  however,  a  popular  remedy,  made  by  boiling 
the  chips  of  white  pine  knots  in  water  till  a  strong  decoction  was  made, 
to  which  a  sufficient  quantity  of  honey  was  added  to  form  a  syrup. 

Pathological  and  Practical  Observations. — Gangrene  of  the  lungs,  in 
some  instances,  obviously  commences  with  an  inflammation  of  their  pa- 
renchymatous substance,  which  in  consequence  of  some  specific  action, 
or  a  particular  abnormal  state  of  the  system,  speedily  terminates  in 
sphacelus.  It  cannot  be  regarded  as  the  natural  sequence  of  either  ex- 
haustion or  intense  inflammation.  Laennec,  with  some  other  pathologists, 
considers  this  termination  analogous, or  a  near  approach,  to  anthrax,  ma- 
lignant pustule,  pestilential  bubo,  &c.  G.  Andral  regards  this  affection 
to  be  dependent  on  local  obstruction,  or  on  some  morbid  and  specific  state 
of  the  system.  "  In  the  lung,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  body,"  says  he, 
"  gangrene  may  succeed  to  every  species  of  hyperemia,  whether  mechani- 
cal or  vital,  provided  it  be  so  considerable  as  to  impede  or  prevent  the 
afflux  of  arterial  blood  to  the  part.  In  some  persons  the  slightest 
stagnation  of  the  blood  has  a  remarkable  tendency  to  be  followed  by 
gangrene  of  the  part.  This  diposition  to  gangrene,  which  in  these  per- 
sons is  constitutional,  may  be  produced  in  others  by  the  introduction  of 
certain  substances  into  the  circulation,  such  as  the  ergot  of  rye,  the 
poison  of  certain  reptiles,  &c."    (Vide  Path.  Anat.,  Vol.  ii.  p.  320.) 

The  young  man  to  whose  case  I  have  just  alluded,  that  had  not  termi- 
nated, continues  to  expectorate  purulent  matter,  which,  at  present,  is 
inodorous,  and  has  continued  so  several  months  ;  but  what  is  partcularly 
in  point  in  the  present  inquiry,  is  that  recently  there  has  appeared  on 
his  right  side,  externally  to  the  ribs,  a  large  fungoid  tumor,  much  resem- 
bling in  its  appearance,  bleeding,  sloughing,  and  reproduction,  when  de- 
stroyed with  caustic,  encephaloid  degeneration,  or  fungus  hamatodes. 
This  tumor  is  on  the  opposite  side  from  that  in  which  the  lung  became 
gangrenous.  No  diseased  state  of  the  ribs  can  be  discovered.  Did  the 
gangrene  of  the  lung  and  the  fungoid  degeneration  originate  from  one 
and  the  same  morbid  and  specific  state  of  the  body  ? 

In  April,  1832,  I  amputated  a  leg  for  a  young  man  in  Middlebury,  by 
the  name  of  Evertts,  on  account  of  a  fungous  exostosis  situated  on  the 
upper  portion  of  the  tibia.  The  exostosis  involved  the  whole  bone,  which 
was  greatly  enlarged,  cellular,  and  interspersed  with  fleshy  substance. 
At  the  time  of  the  removal,  the  diseased  part  had  become  very  painful, 
but  in  its  incipient  stage  it  had  been  comparatively  easy  ;  what  pain  had 
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been  felt,  had  been  mostly  experienced  in  the  heel.  It  had  been  about 
five  months  in  forming. 

In  about  three  weeks  after  the  operation,  the  wound  was  mostly  healed. 
He  continued  well  till  September  following,  when  he  began  to  have  pain 
in  his  back  and  hips,  and  about  the  middle  of  October  a  cough  com- 
menced. He  emaciated  rapidly,  and  his  left  lung  became  affected.  He 
expectorated  largely  a  foetid,  dark-colored,  and  pitch-like  matter.  He 
died  November  4th.    No  autopsy  was  made  of  the  state  of  his  lungs. 

Although  this  case  is  not  identical  with  gangrene  of  the  lungs,  it  is, 
at  least,  analogous.  It  probably  more  nearly  resembles  carcinomatous 
affections.  The  affection  of  the  tibia  and  of  the  lungs  arose,  it  can 
hardly  be  questioned,  from  the  same  constitutional  derangement.  And 
yet,  it  is  evident  it  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  ordinary  gangrene  of  the 
lungs,  although  it  was  evident,  from  the  fcetor  evolved  by  the  matter 
ejected  from  the  lungs,  that  sphacelation  existed.  It  was  probably  the 
same  species  of  sphacelation  that  occurs  in  encephaloid  degeneration. 

In  short,  from  such  cases  as  these,  it  would  seem  conclusively  estab- 
lished that  some  cases  of  pulmonary  gangrene  arise  from  the  constitution- 
al affection  under  consideration  ;  while  in  other,  and  probably  more  fre- 
quent instances,  this  affection  is  a  sequence  of  congestion  or  stagnation 
of  the  arterial  blood  in  the  part,  thereby  causing  a  species  of  strangula- 
tion, and  consequently  mortification  of  the  part  thus  implicated. 

Gangrene  of  the  lungs,  from  whatever  cause  it  may  originate,  presents 
itself,  according  to  Laennec  and  Andral,  in  the  following  forms. 

1.  Uncircumscribed. — The  name  of  this  variety  sufficiently  designates 
the  pathological  character.  In  this  form  it  is  a  very  rare  complaint.  In 
twenty-five  years  Laennec  never  saw  but  two  cases,  and  he  knew  only 
five  or  six  in  the  Parisian  hospitals  during  that  period.  The  disease  in 
this  form  occupies  the  great  portion  of  the  lung,  and  the  patient  dies  suf- 
focated. "  The  interior  of  the  lung  then  presents,"  says  Andral,  "  one 
or  more  undefined  patches,  in  which  the  parenchyma  is  remarkable  for 
its  gangrenous  foetor,  brown  or  livid  color,  and  diminished  consistence." 

2.  Circumscribed. — "  This  variety,"  says  Laennec,  "  exists  in  three 
different  states,  that  of  recent  mortification  or  gangrenous  eschar,  that  of 
a  delequescent  sphacelus,  and  that  of  an  excavation  produced  by  the 
softening  and  evacuation  of  the  sphacelated  spot." 

This  variety  of  gangrene  constitutes  the  ulcerous  phthisis  of  Bayle. 
This  variety  forms  suddenly  and  makes  a  gangrenous  excavation  in  the 
lung.  "  In  a  short  time,"  says  Laennec,  "  the  patient  begins  to  expec- 
torate sputa,  which  at  first  is  only  disagreeable,  but  soon  becomes  of  a 
gangrenous  fcetor."  Pulmonary  gangrene  in  general  is  characterized  by 
extreme  prostration  of  strength,  a  peculiar  odor,  and  a  greenish  or  grayish 
color  of  the  expectoration." 

M.  Bouillaud  states  the  general  symptoms  of  the  disease  in  question  to 
be  "  fcetor  of  the  breath  and  expectoration,  with  or  without  the  presence 
of  blood,  or  rather  black  sanies — great  prostration  of  strength,  and  a  ten- 
dency to  faintness  on  any  muscular  exertion — a  smallness  and  contrac- 
tion of  the  pulse — a  leaden,  pale  or  bluish  aspect  of  the  countenance, 
and  aridity  of  the  skin."     (Vid.  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  Vol.  iv. 
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p.  498.)  Dr.  Chambers  has  published  some  interesting  cases  of  gan- 
grenous suppuration  of  the  lungs,  in  the  London  Medical  Gazette,  in 
which  he  has  pointed  out  "  the  horrible  fcetor  of  the  breath  as  a  diag- 
nostic mark  of  the  disease."  (Vid.  Med.  Jour,  of  Foreign  Med.  Vol. 
iii.  p.  382.)  Taken  in  connection  with  other  symptoms,  it  can  hardly 
be  mistaken,  and,  indeed,  it  would  seem  hardly  possible  for  any  person 
to  mistake  the  complaint,  even  from  this  odor,  it  is  so  perfectly  like  that 
evolved  from  a  sphacelated  limb.  Laennec  regards  "  this  peculiar  odor, 
together  with  the  greenish  or  grayish  color  of  the  expectoration  and  the 
extreme  prostration  of  the  strength,  as  the  characteristic  signs  of  pul- 
monary gangrene. " 

Event. — The  circumscribed  variety  does  not  appear  to  be  a  very  fatal 
disease.  "  I  have  known,"  says  Laennec,  "  several  patients  recover 
who  had  all  the  symptoms  of  it ;  and  some  of  these,  judging  from  the 
extent  of  the  pectoriloquism,  had  gangrenous  excavations  of  great  ex- 
tent." (Vid.  Laen.  p.  232.)  M.  Louis  mentions  four  cases  of  partial 
gangrene  of  the  lungs  at  the  La  Pitie,  three  of  which  terminated  favor- 
ably. (Vid.  North  Amer.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.  Vol.  xi.  p.  210.)  And 
Dr.  S.  Littell,  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Journal  of  Foreign  Medicine,  in 
the  third  vol.  page  384,  says,  "  Patients  more  frequently  recover  from 
this  than  from  other  forms  of  purulent  expectoration." 

In  the  9th  vol.  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  page  370, 
is  a  case  mentioned  which  was  reported  by  Dr.  Stokes,  of  Dublin.  The 
patient  was  an  unfortunate  man,  who  in  a  state  of  beastly  intoxication 
rolled  out  of  bed,  quite  naked,  and  lay  all  night  on  a  damp  floor.  He 
awoke  in  the  morning  extremely  ill,  with  a  severe  pain  in  the  side.  His 
breathing  became  very  much  affected,  and  he  began  to  cough  up  a  quan- 
tity of  dark  foetid  matter.  He  had  stethoscopic  signs  of  a  cavity  in  the 
left  lung,  severe  hectic,  breath  and  expectoration  extremely  offensive, 
when  he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital.  He  was  ordered  to  have  wine, 
nourishing  diet  and  chlorine  inhalations.  He  took  also  internally  the  chlo- 
ride of  lime.  There  was  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  offensive  odor, 
and  the  smell  ceased  to  be  offensive  to  persons  in  the  ward.  "  On  this 
plan  of  treatment  we  kept  him,"  says  Dr.  Stokes,  "for  some  days,  when 
the  stench  of  the  expectoration  and  the  breath  having  entirely  ceased, 
we  omitted  it  altogether." 

"  I  would  advise  you,  therefore,"  says  he,  "  in  every  case  of  morti- 
fication of  the  lungs,  to  direct  your  patient  to  use  a  good  nutritious 
diet,  and  make  him  constantly  inhale  an  atmosphere  of  chlorine." 

From  the  preceding  cases  and  observations,  it  would  seem  that  ordi- 
nary gangrene  of  the  lungs  is  a  less  dangerous  complaint  than  we  should 
naturally,  a  priori,  infer.  Such  has  been  my  experience,  and  such,  it 
appears,  has  been  that  of  others.  Dr.  W.  W.  Gerhard  has  reported 
ten  cases  which  occurred  in  the  Philadelphia  hospital,  in  the  36th  num- 
ber of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  from  which  it  appears 
that  one  half  recovered.    This  accords  with  my  observation. 

As  a  general  rule,  gangrene  of  the  lungs  occurs  in  exhausted  subjects, 
is  attended  with  much  prostration,  and  consequently  requires  as  counter- 
acting agents,  preparations  of  cinchona,  nutritious  broths,  cantharides, 
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opium,  &c.    If  pain  occur  in  the  side,  which  is  frequently  the  case,  and 
denote  inflammation  of  the  pleura,  a  special  treatment  may  be  requisite, 
such  as  cupping,'  vesication,  &c.  all  of  which,  to  be  useful,  must  be  adapt- 
ed to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 
Middlebury,  Vt.  Oct.  1836. 


VEGETABLE  DIET  AND  CORRECT  REGIMEN. 

[The  following  communication  came  to  us  with  so  many  codicils  and 
pencil  erasures,  that  we  were  in  considerable  doubt  about  the  intention  of 
the  writer.  Not  wishing  to  withhold  any  information  which  can  be  even 
remotely  beneficial  to  society,  and  at  the  same  time  desiring  to  comply 
as  far  as  possible  with  the  design  of  the  author,  whose  name  was  append- 
ed to  the  article,  we  have  put  a  liberal  construction  upon  his  apparent 
motive,  and  published  nearly  the  whole,  presuming  that  such  a  disposi- 
tion of  the  manuscript  was  really  intended.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Albany  Asylum  for  orphan  and  destitute  children  was 
founded  in  Dec.  1829,  and  placed  under  the  superintendence  and  caretof 
a  lady  well  qualified  for  the  responsible  situation.  The  house  occupied 
for  the  first  two  or  three  years  was  not  sufficiently  capacious  and  airy  for 
the  number  of  inmates,  varying,  as  it  then  did,  from  70  to  130.  Great 
attention,  however,  was  paid  to  cleanliness  and  ventilation  of  the  house, 
and  to  the  personal  cleanliness  of  the  children.  In  addition  to  the  daily 
washing  of  the  hands,  face,  &c,  their  little  bodies  were  washed  all  over 
as  often  as  once  In  two  or  three  weeks. 

The  food  of  the  children  consisted  of  bread,  milk,  rice,  potatoes,  and 
the  various  other  farinaceous  grains,  vegetables,  and  fruits,  plainly  and 
simply  prepared,  and  also  flesh  or  flesh  soups  once  a  day.  During  the 
first  three  years  it  was  found  necessary  constantly  to  occupy  one  room  as 
an  infirmary,  in  which  from  four  to  six  children  were  for  most  of  the 
time  on  the  sick  list,  so  that  the  attention  of  one  female  was  devoted 
principally  to  nursing  the  sick.  The  sickness  was  frequently  severe,  and 
in  many  instances  proved  fatal,  so  that  during  the  first  three  years  there 
were  twenty-eight  deaths  in  the  Asylum,  eight  of  which  were  by  epi- 
demic cholera  in  the  summer  of  1832. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1833  the  children  were  removed  to  a  large  and 
commodious  edifice,  erected  for  the  purpose  by  the  benevolent  citizens 
of  Albany.  The  diet  and  general  regimen  continued  unchanged  for  five 
months  in  the  new  building;,  and  the  general  state  of  health  in  the  insti- 
tution much  the  same  as  before,  with  the  exception  that  several  cases  of 
smallpox  and  scarlet  fever,  five  of  which  were  fatal,  occurred  after 
moving  into  the  new  building.  Here  a  room  was  set  apart  as  an  infirm- 
ary, and  from  four  to  six  children  were  generally  under  the  care  of  the 
nurse. 

In  August,  1833,  a  change  took  place  in  the  management  of  the  insti- 
tution.    The  excellent  individual  who  had  been  principally  efficient  in 
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originating,  and  who  had  hitherto  superintended  the  Asylum,  now  found 
it  necessary  to  leave,  and  her  place  was  supplied  by  a  lady,  who  had 
some  months  before  been  induced  to  adopt,  in  her  own  practice,  the 
vegetable  system  of  living.  The  lady  associated  with  her  in  the  depart- 
ment of  teaching  had  also,  about  the  same  time,  adopted  the  same  mode 
of  living.  As  these  individuals  believed  they  had  been  much  benefited 
by  their  new  system  of  diet  and  regimen,  they  were  anxious  that  the 
same  should  be  generally  adopted  by  the  inmates  of  the  institution. 
The  desired  change,  they  were  permitted  to  make;  and  they  banished, 
by  degrees,  flesh  and  flesh  soups,  and  all  kinds  of  animal  food,  except 
milk.  In  regard  to  food,  drink,  bathing,  sleeping,  air,  exercise,  &c.  he. 
the  doctrines  constituting  what  is  known  as  the  essentials  of  that  system 
were  strictly  adopted,  so  far  as  understood  by  these  two  individuals. 
The  result  was,  gradual  but  decided  improvement  in  the  health  of  the 
children.  The  infirmary,  which  at  the  time  this  change  took  place  had 
five  or  six  inmates,  was  soon  entirely  vacated,  and  disease  wholly  dis- 
appeared from  the  institution,  except  when  introduced  by  children 
coming  from  the  almshouse  and  other  places,  and  only  on  such  occasions 
were  the  physician's  services  required.  Nor  even  when  thus  introduced, 
did  disease  long  remain  in  the  Asylum  ;  but,  to  use  the  language  of  the  at- 
tending physician,  it  flew  away  almost  as  soon  as  it  was  brought  in  there. 
And  although  most  of  the  children  there  had  been  received  from  the 
almshouse  and  other  places,  and  were  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health,  yet 
except  in  a  very  few  cases  of  advanced  and  irremediable  disease,  or  imper- 
fect organization,  all  these  children  have  rapidly  improved,  and  soon  be- 
come established  in  excellent  health. 

About  three  months  after  this  change  of  regimen  was  adopted,  a  child 
was  taken  in  from  the  city,  bringing  with  it  the  disease  commonly  called 
scald  head.  This  disease,  which  in  such  an  institution  generally  spreads 
with  great  rapidity,  and  is  extirpated  with  difficulty  after  a  duration  of 
many  months,  was  in  this  case  so  promptly  and  vigorously  met  by  a 
thorough  regimen,  that  before  it  had  extended  over  half  the  school  it 
was  entirely  expelled  from  the  institution. 

An  idiot  child  of  extensive  malformation  and  extremely  feeble  vital 
powers,  was  received  from  the  city  in  a  wretched  condition,  about  three 
years  since,  and  by  great  care  has  been  kept  along  till  a  recent  period, 
when  it  died.  Within  a  few  months  another  idiot,  with  two  other  chil- 
dren, came  in  from  the  almshouse,  in  miserable  health.  The  idiot  and 
one  of  the  others  died,  and  the  other  has  been  restored  to  health. 

Now  excepting  the  cases  which  I  have  specified,  there  has  been  no 
instance  of  death  or  sickness  in  the  whole  institution,  averaging  about  80 
children,  during  the  last  three  years.  This  is  without  a  parallel  in  such 
institutions,  as  far  as  I  am  informed.  The  attending  physicians  and 
friends  of  the  Asylum  have  been  not  less  surprised  than  gratified  at  the 
result.  The  children  enjoy  the  best  and  most  uniform  health.  They 
are  remarkably  cheerful,  sprightly,  active,  strong,  and  happy.  The 
principal  in  the  teaching  department  declares  that  a  very  marked  im- 
provement in  the  mental  activity,  power  of  comprehension,  and  intellec- 
tual capability,  soon  followed  the  change  of  diet.     She  says  that  the 
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quickness  and  acumen  of  their  mental  apprehension,  the  power  of  compre- 
hension and  retention,  daily  astonish  her ;  and  both  the  ladies  affirm  that 
an  equally  manifest  change  has  taken  place  in  their  temper  and  disposi- 
tion. They  have  become  far  more  docile,  tractable,  and  manageable  in 
all  respects,  and  more  kind  and  peaceable  in  their  intercourse  with  each 
other.  It  should  be  observed  that  the  two  ladies  who  have  now  the  care 
of  the  institution  have  been  connected  with  it,  and  have  had  much  the 
same  care  of  the  children,  from  the  beginning;  and  these  individuals, 
whose  duties  are  extremely  arduous,  living  on  the  same  system,  have 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  health  since  they  adopted  it.  E.  J. 


ON  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CALCULOUS  DISEASES. 

BY   BENJAMIN   W.  DUDLEY,  M.D.  LEXINGTON,  KY. 
[Continued  from  page  187.] 

In  most  instances  where  large  calculi  are  extracted,  the  bladder  is  left 
for  a  time,  by  reason  of  the  violence  done  it  in  the  operation,  incapa- 
ble of  acting  upon  its  contents;  and  during  this  temporary  suspension  of 
its  expulsive  power,  it  is  desirable  the  urine  should  have  a  free  and  unob- 
structed passage  through  the  external  wound.  With  this  view,  after 
every  operation,  the  patient  should  be  confined  upon  his  left  side,  until 
by  the  secretion  of  coagulable  lymph  throughout  the  whole  extent 
of  the  wound,  a  barrier  is  thus  constituted  against  infiltration  of  urine  ; 
for  if  the  communication  between  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  and  that 
of  the  bladder  be  more  direct  than  that  through  the  external  wound, it 
is  clear  the  patient  is  in  immediate  danger ;  but  when  the  position  on  the 
left  side  is  maintained,  whether  the  bladder  has  suffered  a  temporary 
suspension  of  its  active  power  or  otherwise,  no  accumulation  will  ordi- 
narily take  place  in  its  cavity,  since,  according  to  the  common  principle 
of  gravity,  the  urine  will  escape  with  almost  the  same  regularity  which 
governs  this  secretion. 

After  all  the  observations  I  have  been  able  to  make  upon  the  different 
modes  of  performing  the  lateral  operation,  together  with  the  various  in- 
struments that  have  had  each  a  preference  among  the  surgeons  of  most 
distinction,  I  cannot  withhold  my  approbation  of  the  gorgets  of  Mr. 
Cline.  These  are  received  as  superior  to  all  other  instruments  bearing 
the  name,  from  their  greater  simplicity  in  construction,  and  because  they 
are  conceived  to  answer  most  perfectly  the  intent  of  the  operator.  The 
gorget  is  a  knife  which  makes  the  incision  as  it  enters  the  bladder  ;  nor 
does  it  make  one  of  less  or  greater  dimensions  than  is  designed  by  the 
operator,  but  precisely  of  the  extent  proposed. 

In  using  the  scalpels  of  the  different  surgeons,  the  incision  is  made 
after  entering  the  bladder  by  means  of  a  lateral  movement  of  the  hand, 
and  consequently  more  to  the  hazard  of  the  patient,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
subject  to  all  the  casualties  from  different  degrees  of  resistance  in  the 
parts  to  be  divided,  from  their  remoteness  from  the  surface,  from  their 
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size,  from  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  blade  of  the  scalpel,  and  from 
the  manner  of  holding  it.  Who  could  pretend  to  accuracy  in  a  piece 
of  dissection  carried  on  upon  parts,  to  reach  which,  the  instruments  are 
passed  through  an  obscure  medium?  And  yet  the  operation  (or  calculus 
with  the  scalpel  is  commended  to  public  approbation,  notwithstanding 
the  remoteness  of  the  parts  to  be  operated  upon  deprives  the  surgeon 
of  all  the  advantages  of  sight  and  touch,  the  two  senses  by  which  he  is 
governed  in  all  his  operations. 

There  is  no  correspondence  between  the  opening  made  by  the  gorget 
in  the  bladder,  and  the  calculi  to  be  extracted,  as  these  vary  from  the 
size  of  a  kidney  bean  to  that  of  an  ordinary  orange  in  magnitude.  But 
the  advantage  insisted  on  in  favor  of  the  use  of  the  gorget,  consists  in 
the  relative  safety  of  the  patient  against  haemorrhage  or  infiltration,  with 
consequent  inflammation  and  sloughing.  Let  the  prostate  gland  be  en- 
larged or  of  its  natural  size,  indurated  or  broken  down,  inflamed  or 
healthy,  the  incision  made  by  the  gorget  cannot  vary  in  extent  or  position. 
The  staff  being  held  firmly  in  one  hand,  while  the  other  directs  the  gor- 
get into  the  bladder,  no  varying  condition  in  the  anatomy  of  the  parts 
can  in  any  respect  effect  the  extent  of  the  incision.  It  may,  and  is  of- 
ten found  to  be,  too  small  for  the  passage  of  large  calculi,  and  an  impor- 
tant principle  is  there  involved,  while  that  laid  down  by  many  authors  of 
distinction  cannot  be  regarded  as  correct  in  practice.  Incisions  made 
with  sharp  instruments  are  more  inclined  to  heal  by  the  first  intention, 
than  bruised  and  lacerated  wounds.  The  former  under  favorable  circum- 
stances are  followed  by  a  small  degree  of  inflammation ;  the  latter  neces- 
sarily requires  more,  in  order  to  relieve  the  bruised  and  lacerated  surfa- 
ces from  the  violence  done,  as  preparatory  to  re-union. 

But  if  in  the  former  there  is  great  additional  danger  incurred  from 
haemorrhage,  or  from  infiltration  of  urine  followed  by  inflammation  and 
sloughing,  dangers  consequent  to  the  uncertain  extent  of  the  incision 
made  through  the  prostate  gland  and  neck  of  the  bladder  with  the  scalpel ; 
then  the  whole  aspect  of  the  subject  becomes  changed,  and  the  question 
comes  up  for  decision,  between  the  dangers  proceeding  from  haemorrhage, 
infiltration  and  inflammation  with  sloughing,  in  an  incised  wound  on  the 
one  hand,  compared  with  a  bruised  and  lacerated  wound  on  the  other. 

There  can  be  no  difficulty  in  deciding  in  favor  of  the  comparative 
safety  of  incised  wounds  generally.  No  one  doubts  the  additional  dan- 
ger proceeding  from  contusions  and  lacerations  of  wounded  surfaces.  It 
is  in  this  particular  especially  that  a  gun-shot  differs  from  wounds  inflict- 
ed by  the  small  sword,  sabre,  or  bayonet ;  and  while  surgeons  may  en- 
courage the  latter  to  heal  by  the  first  intention,  they  as  uniformly  keep 
the  gun-shot  wound  open,  in  order  to  favor  the  discharge  of  the  dead 
parts  along  the  line  of  the  bullet.  Without  this  precaution,  under  ordi- 
nary treatment,  great  additional  pain,  swelling  and  constitutional  derange- 
ment are  apt  to  ensue  in  these  wounds,  which  by  many  are  believed  to 
be  of  a  specific  character  ;  and  which  from  their  supposed  peculiar  na- 
ture, are  encouraged  in  the  sloughing  process,  as  necessary  to  restoration. 

The  position  of  the  wound  in  the  bladder  is  especially  favorable  to  the 
healthy  recuperative  processes  of  nature,  and  offers  in  itself  an  admirable 
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subject  for  reflection  to  the  surgeon,  on  an  improved  treatment  of  wounds 
of  a  like  description  elsewhere.  Uniform  warmth  and  moisture  are  se- 
cured to  the  wounded  surfaces  of  the  parts  ;  nor  are  they  entirely  desti- 
tute of  the  advantages  of  pressure.  In  gun-shot  wounds  all  the  ordinary 
actions,  consisting  in  inflammation,  swelling,  sloughing  and  granulation, 
by  which  the  parts  are  finally  restored  to  health,  may  be  superseded  by 
the  direct  process  of  adhesion,  wherever  mechanical  pressure  can  be 
constantly  and  efficiently  applied,  and  this  is  aided  by  the  advantages 
of  warm  ablution.  Mortification  of  the  surface  of  a  gun-shot  wound 
is  an  incidental  consequence,  and  may  be  prevented  in  most  cases  of 
wounds  of  the  extremities.  Even  when  complicated  with  fracture  of 
the  humerus,  extending  into  the  elbow  joint,  the  adhesive  process  has 
been  established  by  the  bandage,  kept  wet  with  warm  water,  and  there- 
by the  compound  reduced  to  the  state  of  a  simple  fracture.  The  in.- 
nocent  character  of  the  violence  done  to  the  bladder,  in  extracting  large 
calculi  through  small  openings,  when  compared  with  the  history  of  a 
gun-shot  wound,  must  be  manifest  to  the  most  superficial  thinker.  La- 
cerated wounds  upon  the  surface  of  the  body  are  often  observed  to  heal 
kindly.  We  are  taught  this,  among  a  number  of  cases,  by  the  instance 
of  an  individual  whose  arm  and  shoulder-blade  were  dragged  off  from 
his  body  ;  and  in  not  less  than  sixty  out  of  the  whole  number  of  those 
who  have  submitted  to  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  calculi  were  extract- 
ed, the  dimensions  of  which  would  require,  but  for  the  yielding  of  the 
parts,  an  incision  which  would  have  endangered,  in  every  instance,  the 
plexus  of  bloodvessels  on  the  lateral  portion  of  the  bladder  ;  and  yet 
the  opening  in  the  bladder  in  these  cases  was  made  by  the  gorget  of 
Mr.  Cline,  of  medium  size,  an  instrument  not  large  enough  to  exceed 
the  lateral  limits  of  the  prostate  in  the  full-grown  subject,  and  in  the 
use  of  which  the  bloodvessels  on  the  side  of  the  bladder  were  not  ex- 
posed to  danger.  An  incision  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder  from  one  half 
to  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  length,  the  precise  extent  being  some- 
what regulated  by  the  nature  of  the  urethra  and  prostate  gland,  answered 
for  the  extraction  of  calculi,  varying  from  four  to  nine,  and  in  one  in- 
stance— the  case  of  Steele  already  noticed — eleven  inches  in  circum- 
ference. Notwithstanding  the  necessary  laceration  of  these  parts,  in  the 
passage  of  the  calculus  through  the  wound,  yet  every  one  recovered  ; 
while  there  was  no  difficulty  from  infiltration  and  inflammation,  except 
in  four  cases.  Parson  King,  residing  on  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland, 
a  man  seventy  years  of  age,  of  short  stature  and  remarkably  large 
and  heavy,  submitted  to  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  and  had  instruments 
introduced  into  the  bladder  not  less  than  twenty  times  before  all  the 
calculi,  thirteen  in  number,  were  extracted.  The  great  depth  of  the 
wound  in  order  to  reach  the  bladder,  together  with  the  embarrassment 
proceeding  from  a  pelvis  of  unusually  contracted  dimensions,  created 
much  difficulty  in  the  search  after,  and  the  extraction  of  the  calculi. 
But  after  he  was  placed  in  bed,  not  a  drop  of  urine  escaped  by  the 
wound,  while  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  a  catheter  to  draw  it  off,  as 
often  through  the  day  and  night  as  seemed  proper,  in  order  to  prevent 
painful  distention,  and  to  guard  against  infiltration. 
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At  the  end  of  the  sixth  day  from  the  operation,  the  bladder  assumed 
its  control  over  its  contents,  when  the  catheter  was  discontinued,  and  in 
a  week  more  the  patient  was  well. 

Dr.  Burnett,  of  this  vicinity,  had  the  forceps  introduced  not  less  than 
forty  times,  for  the  extraction  of  thirty-one  calculi  of  various  sizes,  and 
yet  before  the  tenth  day  the  bladder  was  closed,  and  the  outer  wound 
cicatrized  by  the  twentieth  from  the  operation.  One  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  this  city,  when  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age,  a  large 
man,  weighing  two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  submitted  to  the  opera- 
tion, and  had  a  calculus  taken  from  him  of  two  and  a  half  inches  in  di- 
ameter. The  extreme  depth  of  the  perinaeum,  the  prostate  being  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  finger,  made  it  necessary  to  direct  the  forceps  into  the 
bladder  by  means  of  a  director,  and  the  size  of  the  calculus,  when  con- 
trasted with  the  contracted  nature  of  the  wound  through  the  bladder,  pros- 
tate and  parts  more  superficial,  rendered  the  grasp  of  the  calculus  with  the 
forceps  a  difficult  achievement.  After  a  long  and  varied  effort,  during 
which  the  bladder  and  prostate  were  dilated  and  lacerated,  the  opening 
was  made  lar^e  enough  to  admit  of  its  extraction.  But  the  force  used 
with  the  forceps  was  sufficient  to  have  drawn  the  patient  off  the  table, 
and  yet  he  recovered  in  the  usual  time,  and  without  any  untoward  symp- 
tom :  no  sloughing,  and  not  so  much  inflammation  as  to  call  for  evacu- 
ant  remedies,  or  even  for  the  use  of  warm  ablutions  to  the  groin  and 
perinaeum,  supervened. 

Cases  like  the  preceding  can  scarcely  admit  of  misconception  ;  and 
they  are  calculated  to  sustain  the  merited  confidence  of  the  profession  in 
the  lateral  operation  :  but  the  great  amount  of  fatality  attending  it  in 
the  large  cities  of  Europe,  under  the  hands  of  the  most  distinguished 
surgeons  of  the  two  great  capitals,  has  no  doubt  exerted  a  large  share  of 
influence  in  originating  a  treatment,  whereby  a  cure  is  proposed  without 
the  necessity  of  using  any  cutting  instruments.  This  operation  of  Ci- 
viale  is  pressed  upon  a  credulous  public,  not  so  much  on  account  of  con- 
clusive arguments  to  establish  its  intrinsic  merit,  as  from  the  want  of 
success,  and  the  unpopularity  of  that  which  is  more  generally  in  practice. 
The  fearful  consequences  of  all  extensive  wounds  in  large  and  crowded 
cities,  such  as  London  and  Paris,  and  the  great  mortality  consequent  on 
many  capital  operations  in  surgery,  is  well  calculated  to  suggest  innova- 
tions in  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  profession,  tending  to  curtail 
the  use  of  the  knife.  And  although  the  operation  of  Monsieur  Civiale 
is  in  conformity  to  this  principle,  which  for  a  long  time  has  constituted  a 
rule  of  practice,  among  the  surgeons  of  London  and  Paris,  in  injuries  of 
the  head,  and  in  fractures,  still,  however,  its  advocates  are  very  few  in 
number,  while  it  is  even  condemned  in  the  French  capital,  where,  if  it 
were  entitled  to  credit,  that  credit  would  certainly  be  bestowed.  Inflam- 
mation never  takes  place,  to  an  injurious  extent,  after  an  operation  in  a 
pure  atmosphere,  provided  the  patient  has  been  prepared  by  appropriate 
medicine,  and  by  proper  restrictions  in  food,  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 
When  all  the  organs  of  the  body  are  in  the  exercise  of  their  healthy 
functions,  the  only  struggle  after  an  operation,  is  made  by  nature  with  a 
view  to  restore  the  integrity  of  the  parts  operated  upon  ;  and  however 
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great  the  violence  sustained  in  the  part,  as  a  consequence  of  the  opera- 
tion, provided  there  is  no  diseased  link  in  the  chain  of  animal  associa- 
tions, there  will  be  no  response  in  the  general  system  indicating  disease  ; 
while  all  re-action  will  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  restorative 
efforts  of  nature.  But  provided  all  recuperative  power  is  destroyed  in 
the  part  operated  upon,  the  shock  of  the  general  system,  and  the  dan- 
ger, will  correspond  to  the  extent  and  the  location  of  the  sloughing. 
'The  recognition  of  this  principle  is  calculated  to  add  in  a  material  degree 
to  the  safety  of  him  who  may  become  the  subject  of  a  capital  operation, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  composes  an  important  item  in  the  materials 
constituting  the  science  of  surgery. 

Out  of  the  whole  number  of  those  upon  whom  the  operation  has 
been  performed,  there  are  three  youths,  who  got  out  of  bed  with  incon- 
tinence of  urine  ;  and  although  this  mortifying  result  of  the  operation 
was  watched  in  each  case,  for  several  years,  with  the  expectation  that 
at  puberty,  if  not  before,  the  part  might  regain  its  retentive  power,  yet 
by  reason  of  a  change  of  residence,  1  have  lost  sight  of  their  history, 
and  am  not  prepared  to  state  at  present  what  change  may  have  been 
the  consequence  of  puberty  upon  them.  The  calculus  was  not  large 
in  either  instance,  nor  was  there  any  occurrence  in  regard  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  operation,  the  use  of  the  forceps,  in  the  extraction  of  the  cal- 
culus, or  the  subsequent  treatment,  which  could  lead  to  an  explanation 
of  a  defect  in  the  bladder  so  distressing.  It  is  presumed  to  have  origi- 
nated in  some  morbid  union  of  the  parts  divided,  at  or  about  the  neck 
of  the  bladder :  but  upon  the  cause  to  which  this  is  attributable,  I  am 
wholly  uninformed. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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MEDICAL  PERIODICAL  LITERATURE. 

A  prospectus  of  another  new  publication,  with  the  title  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Library  and  Intelligencer,  a  concentrated  record  of  Medi- 
cal Science  and  Literature,  edited  by  Granville  Sharp  Pattison,  M.D.  and 
Robley  Dunglison,  M.D.,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia, 
at  a  subscription  price  often  dollars  a  year,  has  been  politely  sent  to  this 
office.  A  few  weeks  ago  the  profession  were  notified  that  Dr.  Bell,  of 
the  same  city,  would  very  speedily  commence  a  similar  enterprise.  Now 
it  is  quite  clear  that  one  or  both  of  them  must  necessarily  be  doomed  to  a 
short  existence.  Not,  however,  because  there  will  be  any  want  of  talent 
in  conducting  them.  It  is  impossible  for  the  profession  in  the  United 
States  to  sustain  them  in  a  way  to  ensure  their  permanency. 

When  the  Register  and  Library  of  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Science 
was  undertaken,  by  General  Green,  at  Washington,  and  its  editorial 


240 


A  Card. 


management  confided  to  Dr.  Paltison,  no  one  in  New  England  believed 
that  it  would  succeed.  Although  it  was  conceded  that  Dr.  P.  was  eminent- 
ly qualified  to  conduct  the  work,  and  had  it  in  his  power  to  command  as 
much,  if  not  more  medical  influence  than  almost  any  other  man,  still  no 
one  had  confidence  in  the  scheme.  In  the  specimen  number  before  us, 
of  the  proposed  Library,  these  predictions  are  shown  to  be  verified  :  in 
a  word,  the  project  has  failed.  General  Green  says,  in  speaking  of  that 
irregularly  and  slovenly  printed  Library,  which  was  to  have  swallowed 
up  the  world  of  scientific  works,  that  "  It  has  been  got  up  at  my  risk  and 
at  an  expense  of  more  than  twelve  thousand  dollars  to  me — which  ex- 
pense and  risk  were  mine,  and  which,  together  with  the  entire  cost  of 
publication,  are  to  be  first  paid  to  me  before  your  interest  commences  ; 
and  then  you  are  to  have  one  half  of  the  profits  for  and  in  consideration 
of  your  services  as  editor."  This  was  addressed  to  Dr.  Pattison,  who 
wisely  chose  to  save  his  time  when  he  discovered  he  had  lost  his  money. 
With  our  best  wishes  for  his  future  success,  we  cannot  divest  ourselves 
of  the  idea  that  he  will  ultimately  abandon  the  newly  projected  Journal, 
with  the  same  feelings  of  disappointment  which  he  expresses  in  leaving 
the  first.  Dr.  Dunglison  is  an  excellent  coadjutor — learned  and  industri- 
ous to  a  proverb — but  who  will  pay  the  publisher  ?  A  rivalry  is  begin- 
ning to  be  manifested.  Mr.  Waldie  will  not  take  hold  of  the  plough  and 
look  back.  Dr.  Bell  will  never  admit  there  are  any  obstacles  in  the 
highway  of  fame,  to  impede  his  progress  ;  and  Gen.  Green,  with  ten 
tons  of  stereotyped  plates  of  the  Register,  is  not  to  be  frightened  out  of 
his  prospects. 

Having  no  interest  at  stake,  and  being  actually  solicitous  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  trio,  we  shall  exhibit  our  friendship  for  each,  by  circulating 
their  respective  Journals  wherever  their  interest  can  be  best  promoted  by 
our  personal  exertions. 

With  ten  years  experience,  no  one  can  doubt  our  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  what  is  called  the  patronage  of  the  medical  public.  Public 
stocks  yield  more  than  subscription  lists.  There  is  not  a  profitable  Medi- 
cal Journal  in  this  country — and  what  is  still  more  surprising,  there  never 
was  one — and  worse  still,  there  is  not  likely  to  be  one. 


A  CARD. 

Dr.  North,  of  Hartford,  Con.,  tenders  his  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  the  numerous  individuals  who  were  so  kind  as  to  forward  to  him  a 
statement  of  the  effects  of  vegetable  diet  on  their  own  persons,  in  reply 
to  some  specific  inquiries  inserted  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  of  March  11,  1835,  and  in  the  Philadelphia  Journal  of  the  same 
year.  Although  many  months  elapsed  before  the  answers  were  all  re- 
ceived, yet  the  writer  is  fully  aware  that  these  communications  ought  to 
have  been  published  before  this.  His  apology  is  a  prolonged  state  of  ill 
health,  which  has  now  become  so  serious  as  to  threaten  to  drive  him  to  a 
southern  climate  for  the  winter.  In  this  exigency,  he  has  solicited  Dr. 
W.  A.  Alcott,  of  Boston,  to  receive  the  papers  and  give  them  to  the 
public  as  soon  as  his  numerous  engagements  will  permit.  This  arrange- 
ment will  doubtless  be  fully  satisfactory,  both  to  the  writers  of  the  com- 
munications and  to  the  public. 
Hartford,  Nov.  4,  1836. 
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Carbonate  of  Soda  in  Dyspepsia. — From  a  work  recently  published  by 
Mr.  Neville,  in  England,  we  condense  some  remarks  on  the  use  of  soda 
in  indigestion.     For  the  purpose  of  experiment,  Mr.  N.  selected  two 
healthy  young  monkeys,  nearly  of  an  age.    They  were  placed  in  a  com- 
fortable warm  room,  and  allowed  little  exercise.     They  had  tea,  bread 
and  butter,  with  some  animal  food,  for  breakfast  ;  meat,  vegetables,  fruit 
pies,  raw  fruit,  beer,  and  wine,  for  dinner  ;  and  tea  and  supper  as  these 
meals  are  taken  among  the  middling  classes  of  society.     They  were 
treated  precisely  alike,  excepting  that  to  one,  and  not  to  the  other,  a 
drachm  and  a  half  of  the  carbonate  of  soda,  dissolved  in  water,  was 
regularly  administered  in  three  doses  every  day.      At  the  end  of  six 
months,  the  one  to  whom  the  soda  had  been  given  was  plurnp  and  lively  ; 
the  other  was  thin,  spiritless,  and  obviously  diseased.    The  same  experi- 
ment was  repeated,  with  precisely  similar  effects,  on  two  other  animals, 
of  the  same  species  ;  and  also  a  third  time,  upon  two  strong  whelps  of 
the  Newfoundland  breed  of  dogs,  without  any  material  difference  being 
observed.     Upon  dissection,  no  trace  of  disease  could  be  found  in  the 
bodies  of  those  who  took  the  salt  three  times  a  day,  which  was  always 
very  apparent  in  those  of  the  others.      The  experiment  was  also -tried 
upon  twin  boys,  very  healthy  children,  under  the  care  of  two  different 
dry  nurses.    They  were  treated  alike,  except  that  to  one  was  given  a 
mixture  of  liquor  potassae,  infus.  rhei,  aqua  anethi,  and  simple  syrup,  a 
teaspoonful  night  and  morning  ;  and  this  child  thrived  and  was  robust, 
whereas  the  other  looked  puny  and  in  bad  health.     A  gentleman  aged 
forty  was  relieved,  says  Mr.  N.,  from  a  long-continued  indigestion,  by 
"  two  drachms  of  carbonate  of  soda,  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  in  a  bitter  in- 
fusion."   Additional  similar  cases  are  given  ;  but  there  are  probably 
disadvantages  connected  with  the  constant  use  of  this  medicine,  against 
which  our  author  has  neglected  to  warn  his  readers. 


Blood-letting. — The  first  European  work  which  the  editors  of  the 
American  Library  propose  publishing,  is  Dr.  Wardrop's  Treatise  on 
Blood-letting.  If  they  would  take  into  consideration  the  claims  of  Div 
Holmes's  Prize  Essay,  it  is  possible  it  might  be  the  second. 


McLean  Asylum. — Who  will  be  appointed  physician  of  this  institution.^ 
This  question  is  so  frequently  asked,  and  by  gentlemen,  too,  residing  at  a 
distance,  that  we  are  obliged  to  say  that  no  person  has  been  named,  to 
our  knowledge.  The  Board  of  Trustees  are  men  of  sound  discretion, 
who  have  the  best  interests  of  that  noble  charity  at  heart,  and  it  is  morally 
certain,  therefore,  that  they  will  make  a  judicious  choice. 


Medical  Science  in  New  York. — "The  degenerate  condition  of  the  medi- 
cal profession  in  New  York,  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  irregu- 
lar practitioners,  is  the  subject  of  some  remarks  in  a  Philadephia  paper, 
in  which  it  is  said  that  New  York  has  a  greater  variety  of  physicians 
than  any  other  city  in  the  world.  An  enumeration  of  these  includes 
Regulars,  Irregulars,  Broussaisians,  Sangradoarians,  Morrisonians,  Bran- 
dethians,  Beechitarians,  Botanies,  Regular  Botanies,  Thomsonians,  Re- 
formed Thomsonians,  Theoretical,  Practical,  Experimental,  Dogmatical, 
Emblematical,  Magnetical,  Electrical,  Diplomatical,Homcepathians,  Root- 
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ists,  Herbists,  Florists,  and  Quacks.  The  editor  of  the  New  York  Star 
urges  as  a  corrective  to  a  state  of  things  so  nearly  affecting  the  welfare  and 
life  of  every  individual,  the  formation  of  a  Medical  Board,  after  the  ex- 
ample of  France  ;  where  students  should  receive  their  diplomas  impar- 
tially and  entirely  in  reference  to  their  competency — not  to  the  College 
whose  lectures  they  have  attended.  Thus  it  is  in  Paris,  where  the  doors 
of  all  the  colleges,  hospitals,  schools  and  museums,  are  thrown  open  gra- 
tuitously to  the  world  ;  and  with  her  700  professors,  her  30  or  40  hos- 
pitals, her  6  or  7000  medical  pupils,  everything  is  in  correspondence  ;  and 
the  respectability  and  progressive  advancement  of  the  science  is  sustain- 
ed beyond  the  reach  of  ignorant  pretension,  as  a  blessing  of  incalculable 
importance  to  the  world." 

From  a  long  personal  acquaintance  with  a  great  number  of  the  profes- 
sional gentlemen  of  New  York,  we  are  led  to  dissent  altogether  from  the 
opinion  advanced  in  the  above  paragraph.  That  there  are  troops  of 
quacks,  foreign  pretenders  of  all  grades,  from  pill  makers  to  magicians, 
cannot  be  denied  ;  they  abound  in  Boston,  also,  and  are  quite  as  success- 
ful in  their  knaveries  as  in  other  cities:  but  the  citizens  of  New  York 
may  .well  be  proud  of  the  great  amount  of  talent,  learning,  and  skill  of 
the  regular  physicians — and  if  they  have  any  interest  in  sustaining  the 
profession  in  all  its  usefulness,  they  must  act  decidedly  in  discountenanc- 
ing all  possible  forms  of  charlatanism. 


Maltreatment  of  a  Fractured  Leg  in  Gen.  Lafayette. — M.  Jules  Cloquet 
relates  the  following  instance  of  bad  surgery  on  the  part  of  the  cele- 
brated surgeons  Boyer  and  Deschamps. 

"During  his  last  illness,  Lafayette  related  to  us  more  than  once  the 
particulars  of  the  treatment  he  underwent  in  1803,  for  the  fracture  of  a 
thigh,  caused  by  falling  from  a  height;  Deschamps  and  Boyer,  whose 
memories  I  respect,  and  under  whose  care  I  was  educated,  were  called  in, 
and  enclosed  the  limb  in  a  machine  constructed  so  as  to  maintain  it  in  a 
state  of  continual  extension.  Lafayette  having  promised  his  surgical 
friends  that  he  would  patiently  endure  the  pain  and  inconvenience  neces- 
sarily attendant  on  the  treatment,  did  not  give  utterance  to  a  single  com- 
plaint, and  did  not  betray  the  least  sign  of  being  in  pain  for  the  whole  of 
the  twenty  days  which  elapsed  before  the  apparatus  was  for  the  first  time 
removed  ;  when  it  was  removed,  however,  his  surgical  friends  could  not 
conceal  their  consternation  ;  Deschamps  turned  pale,  and  Boyer  appeared 
thunderstruck.  The  bandages  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  apparatus  had, 
by  their  pressure,  cut  deeply  into  the  flesh,  and  exposed  the  femoral  ar- 
tery, while  the  skin  of  the  dorsum  of  the  foot  was  rendered  gangrenous 
by  the  inferior  bandages,  so  as  to  lay  bare  the  extensor  tendons  of  the 
toes.  More  than  five  weeks  were  required  to  heal  these  wounds,  and 
when  the  cure  was  completed,  an  almost  complete  anchylosis  of  the  hip 
joint  had  taken  place,  so  that  he  was  lamed  for  life." 


Want  of  the  Sagittal  Suture — Mr.  Wallace,  surgeon  in  the  British  Na- 
vy, has  latelv  had  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  heads  of  four  negroes 
from  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  in  all  of  which  the  sagittal  suture  was 
wanting.  This  can  hardly  be  thought  an  accidental  occurrence,  and 
leads  to  the  conclusion,  though  exceedingly  remarkable,  that  such  is  the 
usual  cranial  conformation  in  this  race  of  blacks. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — The  American  Almanac  has  killed  Dr.  Chanbert, 
the  fire  king.    One  year  ago  he  also  died,  according  to  another  account. 
However,  he  was  alive,  in  medias  res,  on  Saturday. — Dr.  Stevens,  of  New 
York,  prosecuted,  lately,  a  Col.  Hart,  for  surgical  attendance  on  a  frac- 
tured leg,  which  the  ungrateful  patient  refused  to  pay,  because  the  limb 
was  two  inches  shorter  than  the  well  one.     The  doctor  got  the  case — 
that  is,  $75. — Aldis  Brainerd,  a  dentist  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  for  bigamy, 
has  been  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  $1000,  and  suffer  two  years  impris- 
onment in  a  dungeon. — The  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  by  yellow  fever 
from  June  23,  1798,  to  October  22,  same  year,  was  145.   It  was  estimated 
by  Dr.  Rand  that  8000  inhabitants  left  the  city  during  the  sickness.  In  New 
London,  Ct.,  the  same  year,  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  was 
81.     In  New  York,  from  Aug.  1  to  Nov.  10,  2086.    Two  thirds  of  the 
inhabitants  were  said  to  have  left  the  city.      In  Philadelphia,  same  year, 
exclusive  of  those  who  died  in  the  country,  3645.      Forty  thousand  in- 
habitants, it  was  thought,  left  the  city.    In  Wilmington,  Del.  250  perished. 
— Five,  hundred  and  fifty-six  persons  were  examined  last  year  by  the 
London  Society  of  Apothecaries.     Nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  were  also 
registered  in  the  provincial  schools. — A  great  man  is  now  exhibiting  in 
this  city,  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Bracket,  who  measures  eight  feet  round 
the  body  and  weighs  seven  hundred  pounds. — Charles  Anderson,  agent 
of  the  "  Universal  Statistical  Society  of  France,"  recommends,  in  Silli- 
man's  Journal,  the  formation  of  a  general  Statistical  Society  in  the  Unit- 
ed States. — In  England  all  medical  practitioners,  by  the  new  medical  bill, 
must  attend  inquests  by  the  summons  of  the  coroner  under  a  penalty  of 
£5.    The  fee  is  one  guinea,  and  two  guineas  for  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion.   The  summons  must  be  issued  at  the  request  of  a  majority  of  the 
jury. — A  man  at  Cambridge,  the  other  day,  swallowed  a  wine  glass  full  of 
muriatic  acid,  which  his  wife  gave  him  by  mistake  for  wine  of  antimony. 
Dr.  Toothaker  has  promised  us  the  particulars,  hereafter. — The  quack 
oculist,  Williams,  is  getting  into  worse  odor  in  Philadelphia,  if  possible, 
than  in  Boston. — The  papers  mention  the  death  of  William  Roath,  aged 
35,  of  Lenawee  Co.  Mich,  caused  by  Lobelia  and  No.  6. — Yellow  fever 
has  raged  with  uncommon  violence,  according  to  the  latest  accounts,  at 
Barbadoes. — A  new  kind  of  saddle  has  been  invented   at  New  Orleans, 
for  moving  the  wounded  in  time  of  battle.    The  War  Department  think 
well  of  it,  for  fifty  have  been  ordered  on  account  of  government. — Dr. 
Bradley,  at  the  last  accounts,  was  near  Bancock,  Siam.    He  was  consult- 
ed professionally  by  a  great  many,  who  had  a  disease  of  the  legs,  but 
would  not  permit  the  doctor  to  prescribe  for  both  at  once.     If  one  did 
well,  the  patient  thought  of  allowing  him  to  begin  on  the  other.  Happily 
he  afterwards  effected  a  cure  of  both. — A  great  number  of  children  have 
died  at  Fall  River,  Mass.,  of  late,  of  measles  and  bowel  complaints. — Dr. 
Jackson's  lectures  on  geology  have  commenced,  at  the  Odeon,  in  this 
city. — Dr.  Bartlett,  of  Lincoln,  Me.,  has  been  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
adultery,  at  the  present  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Court. — One  of  the  se- 
cret methods  of  curing  stammering,  consists  in  rapidly  pronouncing  the 
word  demoglotlaktye. — Dr.  Bigelow  is  at  present  delivering  the  Clinical 
Lectures  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  in- 
stead of  Dr.  Jackson,  the  late  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Physic  ? 


Died,— In  New  York,  Daniel  Sackett,  M.D.  aged  24.— At  Newburn,  N.C.  Dr. 
William  Saunders,  37— a  native  of  Warwick.  R.  I.,  a  highly  worthy  man. 
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REPORT  OF  CASES  IN  THE  U.  S.  MARINE  HOSPITAL,  CHELSEA. 

BY   CHARLES   H.   STEDMAN,  M.D.   SURG.   OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  send  you  an  abstract  of  the  cases  of  disease  which  have  been 
under  treatment  in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  during  the  quarter  ending 
with  the  30th  of  September — together  with  a  few  notes  on  the  treat- 
ment of  some  of  the  cases.  I  have  a  hope  that  in  this  manner  T  may- 
direct  the  attention  of  physicians  towards  this  institution,  which  has  for  a 
long  time  been  comparatively  unknown.  And  I  would  also  respectfully 
request  my  professional  brethren  to  visit  this  establishment  whenever  it 
may  suit  their  convenience  or  inclination  ;  assuring  them  that  while  un- 
der the  weight  of  my  present  responsibilities,  nothing  will  be  more  grate- 
ful to  me  than  their  kind  counsel  or  reproof. 

Table  of  admissions  into  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  from  July  1st  to 

Oct.  1st,  1836. 


Anaemia  or  Bloodlessness,  1 
Cataract,  1 
Colic,  Painter's,  1 
Condylomata,       -             -  1 
Consumption,       -       -      -  2 
Delirium  Tremens,        -       -  1 
Diarrhoea,  chronic,       -  5 
Dislocation  of  Humerus,      -  1 
Dropsy,  general,  (Anasarca),  1 
do.  of  testicle,  (Hydrocele  & 
Hematocele),    -       -  I 
Dysentery,  acute,  1 
do.     chronic,       -       -  3 
Dyspepsia,  ] 
Emphysema  of  Lungs,  hemor- 
rhage from  bowels,  &c.  &ic.  1 
Eye  destroyed,  1 
Felon,  (Paronychia),  1 
Fever,  Bilious  Remittent,      -  I 
do.  Continued,  alias  Typhus,  9 
do.  Intermittent,  8 
do.  Miliary,  1 
Fracture  of  thigh  bone,       -  4 
16 


Fracture  of  leg,  (tibia),  -  2 
do.  fore  arm,  (radius),  1 

do.  arm,  1 

do.  collar  bone,       -  1 

Finger  torn  off,  1 

Gonorrhoea,  (2  with  Ophthalmia),  8 

Gangrene  of  Lungs, 

Herpes  Phlyctenodes,  - 

Impetigo  sparsa, 

Inflammation  of  Bronchia,  acute. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Injuries,  Bruises, 


do.  chronic, 
Eyes,  acute, 

do.  chronic, 
Liver,  acute, 
Lungs, 

Pituitary  mem- 
brane, 
Stomach,  acute, 
Testicles, 
Tonsils, 
Veins  of  legs, 
(Phlebitis), 
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Injuries,  Lacerated  wounds,  3 

do.    sprained  ankle,       -  3 

Jaundice,  3 
Mercurial  disease,  (ptyalism,&,c),  6 

Necrosis,  (death  of  thigh-bone),  I 

GEdema  cum  Erytbemate,  2 
Palsy,  (Hemiplegia),  followed  by 

Apoplexia,      -  1 

Psoriasis  inveterata,  1 

Rheumatism,  acute,         -  5 

do.        chronic,       -  7 

Sciatica,       -  1 

Scrofula,      -■      -  2 

Scurvy,        -  2 

Spinal  irritation,  1 


Spitting  of  blood,  1 
Stricture  of  urethra,  1 
St.  Vitus's  Dance,  1 
Syphilis,  Primary,        -  -  25 
do.      Secondary,  5 
Tabes  Mesenterica,  1 
Ulcers,  Indolent,  (1  leg  ampu- 
tated),      -  4 
do.    Sloughing,  4 
do.     Varicose,  1 
do.    of  Cornea,  1 
White  Swelling,  (thigh  ampu- 
tated), 1 

Total,       ...  175 


Of  this  number,  died,  viz. 
Of  Palsy,  followed  by  Apoplexia,       -  I 
Fracture  of  thigh,  ribs,  compression  of  brain,  and  delirium  tremens,  1 
Tabes  Mesenterica, 

Gangrene  of  Lungs,  -  -  -  -  -1 

Bilious  remittent  fever,  I 

5 

Cured,  -  -  -  -  -  100 

Relieved,  -  -  ...  -  -22 

Remaining,  -  -  -  -  43 

Total,  175 

It  will  be  perceived  by  this  table  that  there  have  been  several  cases 
in  the  house  of  much  interest  to  both  physician  and  surgeon.  Some  of 
these  have  been  such  as  are  of  rare  occurrence  in  our  vicinity,  and  are 
chiefly  to  be  found  among  those  persons  whose  business  takes  them  to  a 
southern  latitude.  Others  are  such  as  never  commence  among  us,  but 
awe  their  origin  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  a  seafaring  life. 
While  others,  a  large  proportion,  are  the  offspring  of  an  impure  connec- 
tion with  the  opposite  sex. 

Pursuing  the  alphabetical  order  observed  in  drawing  up  the  above 
table,  I  propose  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  some  of  the  most  important 
diseases  therein  named.  And  first,  I  would  observe,  that  consumption, 
that  dread  intruder  over  almost  every  threshold,  is  a  frequent  visiter  to 
this  place ;  two  thirds,  nearly,  of  all  the  deaths  during  the  last  eight 
years,  having  arisen  from  this  hitherto  irresistible  and  irremediable  scourge. 

The  one  case  of  delirium  tremens  (a  disease  formerly  very  prevalent 
in  this  hospital,  but  which,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  is  now 
seldom  found  here),  yielded,  as  by  a  charm,  to  the  antimon.  tart.  "  a 
haute  dose." 

The  number  of  cases  of  bilious  remittent  fever  has  been  in  the  same 
proportion  as  usual  at  this  season ;  but  the  number  of  deaths  has  been 
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much  less.  Tt  has  heretofore  been  the  most  fatal  of  any  acute  disease 
corning  into  the  house.  The  single  death  that  occurred  took  place  in  the 
early  period  of  the  fever.  And  sorry  am  I  to  say  that  my  favorite 
method  of  treatment  in  the  stage  of  collapse  failed  entirely  in  answer- 
ing the  intended  purpose.    Of  this  method  I  shall  now  speak. 

In  one  very  severe  case  of  bilious  remittent  fever,  while  the  patient 
was  in  a  state  of  collapse,  nearly  pulseless,  with  a  cadaveric  counte- 
nance, eyes  rolled  up  and  fixed,  subsultus  tendinum,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance dying,  and  so  pronounced  to  be  by  Drs.  H.  Greene,  of  Franklin  St., 
and  H.  G.  Clark,  of  Hanover  St.,  who  were  present  at  the  time,  an  ene- 
ma of  equal  parts  of  brandy  and  water  having  been  administered,  was 
followed  in  three  minutes  by  reanimation  and  general  reaction,  and  from 
the  same  time  by  gradual  convalescence.  This  first  subject  of  the 
new  treatment  who  became  thus  wonderfully  changed  in  his  outer  man, 
had  been  attacked  with  the  severest  form  of  bilious  remittent  fever,  and 
was,  as  I  have  since  been  informed,  the  sole  survivor  of  the  brig  Wil- 
liam. This  remarkable  result  may  scarcely  seem  credible  to  any  one  on 
first  thought — and  indeed  1  was  much  in  doubt  whether  the  means  I  em- 
ployed had  been  the  necessary  cause  of  this  success,  or  whether  unaided 
nature  would  not  thus  almost  miraculously  have  preserved  the  patient. 
And  it  was  not  until  a  second  opportunity  offered  for  making  the  same 
experiment,  and  the  same  happy  result  had  taken  place,  that  I  awoke 
to  the  full  importance  of  this  method  of  treatment. 

After  this  occurrence,  I  was  informed  by  a  relative  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sutton,  the  well-known  and  highly  respected  missionary  to  India,  that 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera  in  India,  while  every  case  of  the 
disease  treated  in  the  ordinary  method  of  the  native  inhabitants  terminat- 
ed fatally,  Mr.  Sutton's  own  treatment  by  spirituous  enemas  thrown  up 
the  rectum  in  the  stage  of  collapse,  was  always  followed  by  complete 
success.  You  may  well  imagine,  Mr.  Editor,  what  cordial  support  this 
new  fact  gave  to  my  own  views  of  management  in  similar  cases.  And 
you  must  know,  that  1  have  omitted  no  opportunity  of  making  use  of 
the  same  remedy  when  occasion  seemed  to  demand  it.  I  am  entirely 
convinced  that  through  this  important  means,  four  patients  (one  with 
typhus,  and  three  with  bilious  remittent  fever)  have  been  rescued  from 
the  grasp  of  death. 

The  customary  method  of  conducting  cases  of  bilious  remittent  fever 
has  consisted  in  the  administration  of  the  saline  powders,  according  to 
the  views  entertained  by  Stevens  in  his  work  on  the  blood.  These 
powders  have  seemed  to  exert  more  influence  over  the  morbific  action  in 
these  cases  than  any  other  medicines.  The  use  of  calomel  has  not 
been  proscribed,  neither  has  it  been  neglected  whenever  there  was  the 
most  remote  chance  of  a  beneficial  effect  being  produced  by  it.  With 
the  exception  of  having  resorted  to  these  two  remedial  agents,  the  treat- 
ment of  bilious  remittent  fever  has  been  nearly  like  that  of  typhus  as 
mentioned  below. 

The  cases  of  continued  or  typhus  fever,  with  two  or  three  excep- 
tions, have  been  of  a  mild  character,  running  their  course  without  the 
manifestation  of  any  local  disease  of  severity. 
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It  may  be  considered  a  singular  fact,  and  one  not  easily  accounted  for, 
that  in  the  seven  and  a  half  years  during  which  I  have  resided  in  this 
institution,  not  a  solitary  case  of  continued  or  typhus  fever  has  resulted  in 
death.  The  number  of  cases  during,  that  period  has  been  not  less  than 
200.  Among  these,  almost  every  feature  of  the  disease  has  been  pre- 
sented. Certain  it  is,  many  a  patient  has  been  brought  here  in  what 
would  be  considered  by  our  most  experienced  practitioners  the  final  and 
fatal  stage  of  fever,  but  have  entirely  recovered  before  leaving  the  house. 

To  what  shall  we  ascribe  this  happy  immunity  from  death  ?  To  the 
treatment  ?  By  no  means.  That  has  been  nearly  as  varying  as  the  hu- 
man countenance.  The  treatment,  however,  has  been  more  simple  and 
less  perturbating  within  the  two  or  three  years  past  than  before.  The 
bowels  are  now  rarely  moved  by  cathartics  or  laxatives;  and  enemas  of 
salt  and  water  only  are  used  when  the  bowels  become  tumid,  flatulent, 
painful  or  confined.  Few-and-far-between  doses  of  tart,  antimon.  or 
sup.  carb.  sodae  are  occasionally  administered.  Sinapisms  to  the  abdo- 
men, nape  of  the  neck,  and  to  the  feet,  are  common  applications  in  all 
cases  of  fever.  Cold  spirituous  lotions,  leeches,  and  sometimes  blister 
plasters,  are  directed  in  such  cases  as  are  accompanied  with  symptoms 
of  cerebral  disturbance.  In  a  word,  as  far  as  possible  the  abstraction 
of  all  stimuli  has  been  my  motto  in  the  treatment  of  typhus  fever. 

To  what  cause,  as  asked  before,  can  we  ascribe  the  above  noted  re- 
markable fact?  The  house  has  not  been,  neither  can  be,  properly  ven- 
tilated. The  temperature,  owing  to  the  imperfect  construction  of  the 
house  and  the  furnace  by  which  it  is  (or  rather  should  be)  heated,  va- 
ries, to  speak  without  very  great  exaggeration,  much  like  the  weather. 
Cleanliness,  for  obvious  reasons,  is  not  a  virtue  among  such  patients  as 
resort  to  this  place  ;  though  every  endeavor  is  made  to  obtain  an  end  so 
desirable.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  instead  of  surviving  the  severi- 
ty of  typhus,  every  patient  so  afflicted  should  have  been  in  duty  bound 
to  die  ;  either  of  too  much  air,  or  else  of  such  as  would  be  very  unfit 
for  the  purposes  of  respiration;  or  from  want  of  cleanliness ;  or  from 
experiments  made  in  the  early  part  of  my  practice  ;  or  from  want  of 
medicine  in  the  latter  part. 

The  only  constant  condition  accompanying  the  residence  of  a  patient 
under  this  roof,  is  that  of  his  being  enveloped  in  the  fumes  of  tobacco  ; 
and  either  having  a  cigar  (vulgo,  "  long  nine  " — for  a  true  sailor  will 
smoke  nothing  else  or  less)  protruded  from  his  mouth,  or  a  portion  of 
the  same  plant  protruding  through  his  cheek  and  undergoing  the  all-ab- 
sorbing process  of  mastication.  From  the  smoke  of  tobacco,  certainly, 
the  house  is  never  free  ;  and,  moreover,  few  are  the  patients  who  are 
prevented  by  severe  disease  or  other  causes  from  chewing  this  plant. 
Indeed,  often  has  "poor  Jack"  carried  this  his  last  and  perhaps  his  best 
friend  with  him  to  the  grave.  May  it  not  be — and  I  ask  the  question 
as  an  inquirer  after  truth,  not  as  a  friend  to  tobacco,  for  I  use  it  not, 
neither  do  I  advise  its  use  under  any  circumstances — may  it  not  be  that 
this  constant  fumigation  and  habitual  use  of  tobacco  has  had  the  effect, 
in  some  manner,  of  obviating  the  customary  mortality  of  typhus  fever? 
Should  the  fact  appear  to  you  of  any  importance,  and  should  you  or 
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any  of  your  readers  know  of  similar  facts  attended  by  similar  circum- 
stances, I  trust  they  will  be  produced  ;  or  if  such  are  recorded,  1  shall 
consider  it  a  special  favor  to  have  my  attention  called  to  that  work  in 
which  they  may  be  found. 

Intermittent  fever,  the  most  common  of  the  fevers  to  be  found  here,  is 
treated  with  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  No  pure  uncomplicated  case  of 
this  fever  has  proved  fatal  since  I  have  been  attached  to  this  institution. 
One  individual  was  attacked  with  intermittent  fever,  and  soon  after  with 
delirium  tremens,  and  died.  During  the  cold  stage  of  the  fever  the 
peculiar  characters  of  delirium  tremens  were  manifested  in  their  utmost 
intensity.  And  it  was  in  this  stage  that  death  seized  the  patient.  One 
other  case,  which  was  combined  with  anasarca,  terminated  fatally.  These 
are  the  only  cases  I  now7  recollect  that  have  not  been  arrested  or  cured. 
Venesection  has  been  resorted  to  in  the  cold  stage  of  this  fever  in  some 
cases  ;  the  effect  of  which  was  to  arrest  the  chill  at  the  moment  the 
blood  commenced  running  in  a  stream.  No  further  benefit  was  appa- 
rently produced  by  venesection.  The  paroxysms  were  no  longer  de- 
layed, nor  were  they  on  their  return  less  severe  ;  and  quinine  was  found 
to  be  as  useful  and  necessary  in  these  cases,  as  in  those  in  which  blood- 
letting was  not  practised. 

Pneumonitis  and  pleuritis  have  of  late  been  treated  with  antimony  in 
large  doses,  and  uniformly  with  success.  Venesection  and  vesication  are 
not  much  relied  on,  although  frequently  resorted  to  as  adjuvants  to  the 
antimony. 

Seven  of  those  U.  S.  Navy  seamen  who  were  injured  on  the  Boston 
and  Providence  railroad  in  the  month  of  June  last,  were  brought  to  this 
hospital  immediately  after  the  accident.  One  of  them  had  a  fracture  of 
the  thigh,  one  a  fracture  of  the  fore  arm,  one  a  fracture  of  the  clavicle, 
and  one  a  severe  lacerated  wound  on  the  calf  of  the  leg,  which  through 
sloughing  terminated  in  the  loss  of  a  large  portion  of  the  soft  parts 
of  the  leg.  This  patient,  James  Thompson  by  name,  aged  64  years, 
entered  the  U.  S.  service  in  1798  under  Commodore  Truxton,  and  has, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in  privateering,  remained  in  that 
service  to  the  present  time.  During  all  this  period  he  has  been  present 
in  several  engagements ;  in  that  between  the  Constellation  and  L'lnsur- 
gente,  the  Constellation  and  La  Vengeance,  the  Constitution  and  Java, 
besides  being  present  at  the  taking  of  two  prizes  while  engaged  in  priva- 
teering; and,  wonderful  to  relate,  he  never  had  received  a  wound  of 
any  description  until  his  unhappy  accident  on  the  railroad.  When  ap- 
parently about  to  die  under  an  attack  of  hectic  fever,  arising  from  the 
injury,  he  observed  coolly,  it  was  very  hard  that  he  who  had  been  so 
often  exposed  to  every  danger  at  sea,  should  so  suffer  from  wounds  re- 
ceived on  board  a  "  land  craft ;"  and  that  had  such  an  accident  befallen 
him  while  at  sea,  he  should  have  cared  little  for  it. 

The  three  other  seamen  injured  at  the  same  time  were  severely  bruis- 
ed, but  were  not  long  disabled. 

It  is  but  justice  to  observe,  in  this  place,  in  answer  to  the  charges 
against  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  B.  and  P.  railroad,  that  the 
President  and  two  Directors  of  that  company  made  frequent  visits  to 
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these  patients  ;  always  calling  on  me,  and  requesting  permission  to  see 
them  in  cotnpany  with  me.  No  advantage  was  attempted  for  a  moment 
to  be  taken  with  any  of  these  men,  nor  was  the  most  distant  allusion 
ever  made,  in  their  conversation  with  them,  to  any  compensation  or 
amount  of  damages.  Never  having  had  any  acquaintance  with  either  of 
these  gentlemen  until  the  past  season,  it  would  be  absurd  for  me  to  pass  an 
opinion  on  their  character  or  motives ;  still  I  may  be  allowed  to  assure 
the  public  that  the  most  scrupulous  delicacy  and  kindness  was  observed 
by  them  in  all  their  intercourse  with  those  suffering  men.  At  the  Navy 
Yard,  as  I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Ticknor,  Surgeon  U.  S.  N.,  the  same  at- 
tention and  the  same  honorable  conduct  was  manifested  towards  those 
men  injured  on  the  railroad  as  was  observed  here. 

The  case  of  palsy  (hemiplegia)  was  remarkable  from  the  fact,  that 
though  the  patient  (a  man  30  years  of  age)  was  deprived  of  all  volun- 
tary power  in  the  exercise  of  his  left  arm,  yet  when  he  yawned,  the 
limb  was  raised  involuntarily,  and  with  such  force  that  he  could  not  de- 
press it  by  the  application  of  the  other  arm  to  it.  The  patient  was  ac- 
customed to  say  that  he  seemed  to  himself,  at  these  times,  to  be  raising 
a  56  lb.  weight.  A  similar  case,  and  perhaps  the  only  other  on  record, 
is  related  in  the  48th  No.  page  569,  of  Johnson's  Med.-Chirurgical  Re- 
view. In  the  latter  case  the  fore  arm  only  was  raised  in  the  act  of 
gaping  or  sneezing.  In  the  case  under  my  care,  the  whole  arm  was  thus 
extraordinarily  moved  in  the  act  of  gaping  and  not  of  sneezing.  This 
patient  seemed  fast  recovering  the  proper  use  of  his  limbs,  when,  soon 
after  having  secretly  brought  some  spirituous  liquor  into  the  hospital,  he 
was  seized  with  apoplexy  and  expired  immediately. 

Acute  rheumatism  has  yielded,  without  much  difficulty,  to  colchicum 
employed  without  the  addition  of  any  other  medicine.  The  form  of  the 
preparation  is  that  of  the  powdered  seeds  ;  three  or  four  grains  of  which 
are  administered  every  fourth  hour  until  free  purgation  is  effected,  at 
which  time  the  patient  is  uniformly  and  decidedly  relieved.  Whenever 
any  recurrence  of  the  painful  paroxysms  is  felt,  the  colchicum  is  again 
resorted  to,  but  in  smaller  doses,  and  is  continued  until  the  inflammatory 
process  is  extinguished.  The  prussic  acid  invariably  checks  the  nausea 
and  vomiting  occasioned  by  the  exhibition  of  colchicum,  without  imped- 
ing its  purgative  action. 

Primary  syphilis  has,  for  the  last  six  years,  been  treated  on  the  anti- 
phlogistic plan,  with  a  very  few  exceptions.  Mercury  has  seldom  been 
made  use  of.  And  the  cure  has  been  easily  effected  in  all  cases  where 
the  patient  has  submitted  to  the  necessary  restrictions  in  diet  and  regi- 
men. Mercury  has  been  administered  to  such  syphilitics  only  as  could 
not  be  controlled  in  the  indulgence  of  their  appetites  ;  and  no  cases  of 
secondary  disease  have  arisen  in  the  house,  that  could  not  readily  be  ac- 
counted for  by  such  indulgence,  or  by  the  use  of  mercury  previous  to 
the  patient's  entrance  in  the  hospital.  It  is  my  decided  opinion  that 
many  of  those  cases  marked  in  the  table  as  secondary  syphilis,  owe  their 
existence  to  neglect  or  maltreatment,  or  else  to  undue  exposure  to  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  weather  after  a  course  of  mercurial  quackery. 

hint  kept  constantly  wet  with  a  weak  solution  of  the  chloride  of  soda, 
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and  often  changed,  has  been  the  usual  application  to  the  sores,  whether 
chancres,  abrasions,  or  ulcerated  buboes.  Creosote,  in  some  more  ob- 
stinate cases,  has  seemed  to  have  exerted  peculiar  benefit.  Buboes,  in 
their  incipient  stage,  have  been  frequently  discussed  by  cold  stimulating 
lotions.  But  the  most  efficacious  remedy  has  been  the  ceratum  canthari- 
dum  applied  over  the  tumor,  and  followed  by  repeated  dressings  of  cera- 
tum sabinas.  Another  means  has  been  that  of  renewing  the  ceratum 
canth.  itself  after  the  lapse  of  two  or  three  days,  and  repeating  it  as  soon 
as  cicatrization  had  commenced.  This  method,  even  where  suppura- 
tion has  been  established  and  an  opening  formed,  has  seemed  to  shorten 
the  whole  process  of  inflammation.  Usually,  however,  a  common  bread 
and  water  poultice  has  been  the  principal  application,  where  profuse 
suppuration  has  taken  place  in  bubo.  On  the  entrance  of  a  patient  with 
primary  syphilis,  with  plethoric  habit,  venesection  and  free  purgation, 
with  the  lowest  diet,  have  been  directed.  Frequent  saline  laxatives  and 
a  low  diet  have  been  resorted  to  in  all  cases  during  the  violence  of  the 
symptoms. 

Cases  of  secondary  syphilis  have  been  treated  according  as  one  or  an- 
other form  of  it  presented.  Secondary  eruptions  of  the  skin  have  in  general 
yielded  to  the  sulphur  bath,  assisted  by  lotions  of  chloride  of  soda  or  by 
the  ointment  of  the  ioduret  of  sulphur.  Ulcerations  have  healed  under 
lint  wetted  with  chloride  of  soda,  and  covered  with  a  poultice.  Nodes 
have  in  every  case  vanished  under  the  use  of  blisters :  the  irritation  oc- 
casioned by  which  having  been  kept  up  by  dressings  of  savin  cerate, 
continued  until  the  swelling  has  entirely  subsided.  The  nocturnal  pains, 
and  all  the  other  pains  accompanying  secondary  syphilis,  have  been  re- 
lieved (oftentimes  immediately  and  completely)  by  the  exhibition  of 
the  hydriodate  of  potass  as  lately  recommended  by  Robert  Williams, 
M.D.  in  vol.  xiv.  p.  39  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette. 


SINGULAR  CASE  OF  LOOSE  CARTILAGES  IN  THE  KNEE  JOINT. 

BY  DANIEL   m'rUER,  M.D.   BANGOR,  ME. 
[Communicated  for  the  Roston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mrs.  Whittier,  of  Corinth,  in  this  State,  aged  about  30  years,  and  of  a 
phlegmatic  habit,  was  induced  to  consult  me  by  the  advice  of  her  at- 
tending physician,  Dr.  Fuller,  on  account  of  a  lameness  occasioned  by  a 
diseased  enlargement  of  the  left  knee  joint,  of  upwards  of  fifteen  years 
standing  ;  and  which  has  prevented  her,  for  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
from  attending  to  her  domestic  duties,  without  great  pain  and  inconve- 
nience. Upon  examination,  I  found  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary (judging  from  the  number)  cases  of  loose  cartilages,  that  I  have 
seen  in  practice,  or  met  with  in  authors,  and  as  her  situation  in  life  made 
it  necessary  for  her  to  obtain  relief,  even  at  a  risk,  I  recommended  an  op- 
eration, to  which  she  assented  ;  and  a  few  days  afterwards,  with  the 
assistance  of  Dr.  F.  I  extracted  from  her  knee  thirty-four  cartilaginous 
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bodies,  the  largest  measuring,  in  its  longest  diameter,  one  inch  and  a 
quarter;  in  its  shortest,  three  fourths  of  an  inch  ;  and  in  thickness,  one 
half  inch.  The  others  very  gradually  decreased  in  size,  until  the  small- 
est approached  to  that  of  a  large  garden  pea.  The  incision  was  made 
one  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  on  the  inner  side  of  the  joint ;  there  was 
about  three  ounces  of  synovia  escaped,  of  an  unusual  thick  consistence. 
The  patient  was  placed  in  bed,  and  the  leg  supported  with  pillows,  in 
a  slightly  flexed  position,  previous  to  the  operation  (that  being  the  usual 
and  most  easy  position  of  the  limb),  and  was  not  moved  for  four  or  five 
days  after. 

Since  the  operation,  she  has  been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  F.,  from 
whom  I  learned,  ten  days  after,  that  she  was  doing  well ;  having  had  as 
little  local  inflammation,  or  general  irritation,  as  ought  to  be  expected 
from  an  irksome  confinement. 

From  the  very  definite  account  which  Mrs.  W.  gives  of  the  growth 
of  the  cartilaginous  bodies  during  their  loose  state,  and  from  the  fact 
that  one  of  them  exhibits  another  (smaller)  united  to  it  by  a  tendinous 
attachment,  1  am  disposed  to  question  the  correctness  of  their  pathology 
as  given  by  Hunter,  Cruickshank  and  Brodie,  namely,  that  their  growth 
only  continues  while  they  remain  in  immediate  contact  with  the  synovial 
membrane,  but  suppose  that  they  may  possess  a  kind  of  orga7iic  vitali- 
ty after  their  separation,  having  acquired  during  their  early  formation  an 
absorbing  surface  ;  and  even  that  one  may  become  the  excrescence-like 
production  of  another. 

A  remarkable  feature  in  this  case,  is  the  fact  that  so  little  inflamma- 
tion or  irritability  followed  the  operation  ;  which  can  only  be  explained 
by  supposing  that  the  parts  had  been  so  long  habituated  to  the  irritation 
of  the  morbid  bodies,  that  their  animal  and  organic  sensibilities  were 
blunted. 

Bangor,  Me.  Nov.  6, 1836. 


ON  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CALCULOUS  DISEASES. 

BY   BENJAMIN   W.  DUDLEY,  M.D.  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

[Concluded  from  page  239.] 

In  performing  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  it  is  always  desirable  with 
me  to  reach  the  groove  in  the  staff,  while  this  instrument  is  firmly  held 
in  a  perpendicular  attitude  by  the  assistant ;  care  being  taken  not  to  in- 
cline it  either  way  from  the  centre  of  the  perinseum.  The  instruction  of 
some  surgeons  who  require  that  the  convexity  of  the  staff  be  made 
prominent  in  the  left  side  of  the  perinaeum,  in  order  that  the  incision 
shall  be  directed  directly  upon  it,  appears  to  me  to  be  the  result  of  false 
reasoning  upon  the  subject. 

An  opening  more  central  in  the  perineum  secures,  to  a  greater  extent, 
the  facility  of  using  forceps  in  the  extraction  of  the  stone ;  and  after  the 
patient  is  placed  in  bed,  there  is  an  advantage  in  the  strait-lined  charac- 
ter of  the  wound,  from  the  superfices  to  the  bladder.    The  neck  of  the 
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bladder  is  equidistant  from  either  ischium,  and  as  there  is  nothing  in  the 
anatomy  of  the  parts,  which  can  forbid  an  incision  being  made  to  corres- 
pond with  it,  there  should  be  no  hesitation  about  adopting  this  manner 
of  operating;  especially  when  it  is  known  to  offer  greater  protection  to  the 
pudic  artery,  and  also  to  furnish  a  more  direct  opening  for  the  escape  of 
urine,  whereby  the  patient  is  maintained  more  secure  against  the  conse- 
quences of  infiltration. 

The  fear  of  injuring  the  rectum  should  not  be  urged  as  a  reason  for 
protruding  the  staff  into  the  left  side  of  the  perinaeum  in  the  operation 
of  lithotomy,  inasmuch  as  different  causes,  not  to  be  counteracted,  all 
in  the  same  manner,  conduce  to  throw  the  bowel  more  or  less  in  the 
way  of  the  scalpel.  Among  children,  who  from  bowel  complaints,  or 
the  distress  occasioned  by  the  calculus,  become  the  subject  of  prolapsus 
ani,  the  rectum  is  in  danger  in  the  operation,  and  often  requires  to  be 
held  out  of  the  way  by  the  left  hand  of  the  surgeon,  while  he  is  en- 
gaged in  making  the  incision  into  the  groove  of  the  staff  with  his  right. 
This  part  of  the  operation  being  completed,  it  is  conceived  that  no  dan- 
ger is  incurred  in  the  use  of  the  gorget,  which  instrument  is  conducted 
into  the  bladder  by  a  forward  movement  of  the  right  hand,  and  a  re- 
verse motion  with  the  left,  which  commands  the  staff.  By  a  happy 
association  of  these  powers,  bearing  in  mind  at  the  moment  of  execution 
the  inclinations  of  the  under  and  upper  strait  of  the  pelvis,  the  surgeon 
cannot  under  any  circumstances  be  defeated,  nor  the  patient  put  in  dan- 
ger by  a  wound  of  parts  not  necessary  in  the  operation. 

The  propriety  of  having  due  regard  to  the  axes  of  the  superior  and 
inferior  straits  of  the  pelvis,  in  all  examinations  of  the  organs  therein 
contained,  and  in  the  operations  to  be  performed  upon  them,  will  scarce- 
ly be  questioned.  It  is  but  a  short  time  since  a  gentleman  travelled 
from  a  distant  quarter  of  the  Union  by  the  advice  of  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  physicians  of  the  State  in  which  he  lived,  in  order  to  be 
operated  upon  for  calculus  in  the  bowels ;  bringing  with  him  the  instru- 
ments, including  sound,  forceps,  fyc.}  with  which  repeated  efforts  had 
been  made  by  his  physician  to  remove  the  supposed  calculus.  Such  an 
error  could  only  have  been  committed  by  one  who  had  failed  to  attend 
to  the  axis  of  the  inferior  opening  of  the  pelvis,  and  who,  most  probably, 
mistook  the  resistance  his  instruments  encountered  in  the  concavity  of 
the  sacrum,  for  a  stone  in  the  bowel.  The  patient  had  been  the  subject 
of  deranged  digestive  organs,  with  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  freedom 
of  his  bowels.  Being  himself  a  physician,  the  introduction  of  his  own 
instruments  very  far  beyond  the  imagined  locality  of  the  calculus,  which 
bad  not  been  previously  done,  together  with  some  explanation  given  of 
the  peculiarity  of  his  situation,  enabled  me  to  satisfy  the  patient  of  the 
error  that  had  been  committed  ;  and  by  the  use  of  appropriate  diet  and 
medicine  he  regained  his  health  in  a  few  months. 

There  is  another  state  of  the  soft  parts,  which  renders  the  operation 
of  lithotomy  hazardous,  and  in  which  nothing  can  be  gained  by  throwing 
the  convexity  of  the  staff  into  the  left  perinaeum.  In  emaciated  habits 
the  perinaeum  becomes  a  concavity,  of  which  the  anus  is  the  centre;  and 
the  inclination  of  the  integuments  from  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium  to 
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the  constrictor  ani,  causes  great  difficulty  in  guarding  the  pudic  artery 
from  being  wounded  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  rectum  on  the  other. 
The  operation  being  performed  in  such  cases  across  an  inclined  plane, 
the  safety  of  the  parts  is  preserved  only  by  drawing  off  the  rectum 
with  the  fore-finger  of  the  left  hand,  at  the  moment  the  incision  is  made 
with  the  scalpel  in  the  right — a  precaution  which  the  deliberate  and 
cautious  operator  will  not  fail  to  observe,  and  without  which  the  rectum 
is  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being  wounded. 

But  after  all  that  may  be  said  in  favor  of  particular  modes  of  operat- 
ing, and  of  the  instruments  to  be  preferred,  it  is  by  experience  alone 
that  this  question  must  be  decided,  and  hence  the  value  of  faithful  re- 
cords. With  the  exception  of  two  who  were  operated  upon  in  Tennes- 
see, one  on  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland,  one  near  JBardstown,  one  near 
Richmond,  and  one  in  Paris,  Ky.,  all  the  cases  to  which  allusion  has 
been  made  in  this  paper,  were  attended  to  in  Lexington.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  of  this  number  occupied  the  same  apartments,  and  were  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  same  nurse.  The  remaining  seven  were  operated 
upon,  and  attended  to,  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

Out  of  the  entire  number,  on  whom  the  operation  has  been  performed, 
four  individuals  failed  to  enjoy  its  benefits.  One  died  of  pleurisy,  the 
consequence  of  laying  off  his  flannel  and  exposing  himself  too  early- 
after  leaving  his  bed.  The  second  from  abscess  of  the  kidney,  with 
great  swelling  in  the  lumbar  region,  which  was  thought,  possibly,  to 
originate  in  an  obstruction  of  the  ureter,  and  might  therefore  be  relieved 
by  the  removal  of  the  caculus  from  the  bladder.  The  case  being  in- 
teresting, it  is  here  related  at  length  :  The  patient,  a  young  man  from 
Bardstown,  had  been  the  subject  of  stone  from  his  earliest  infancy,  and 
for  the  last  two  years  had  suffered  much  from  pain  and  weakness  in  the 
small  of  his  back.  A  few  months  before  coming  to  Lexington,  an  ex- 
tensive swelling  became  manifest  in  the  right  lumbar  region.  Upon  the 
first  examination  of  this  case  it  was  clearly  ascertained  that  the  swelling 
contained  a  fluid.  The  integuments  over  it  were  neither  morbidly  sen- 
sitive, nor  discolored;  and  in  the  absence  of  symptoms  indicating  clear- 
ly the  nature  of  the  fluid,  it  was  thought  that  the  stone  in  the  bladder 
might  possibly  have  obstructed  the  ureter  of  that  side,  and  caused  a 
great  enlargement  of  the  ureter  and  pelvis  of  the  kidney.  Parallel 
cases  had  been  met  with  in  the  gall-bladder,  which  strengthened  some- 
what this  doubtful  opinion. 

Accordingly  after  a  few  days  bestowed  upon  the  preparatory  treat- 
ment of  the  patient,  the  operation  was  performed,  and  a  calculus  of  some 
magnitude  was  extracted,  without,  however,  in  any  respect  changing  the 
swelling  in  the  back.  The  wound  in  the  bladder  closed  in  a  week,  but 
in  a  few  days  after  that,  the  patient  was  attacked  with  diarrhoea,  irregular 
fever,  and  copious  perspirations,  which  res;sted  all  the  remedies  that  were 
resorted  to,  and  in  fifteen  days  more  he  died.  Permission  was  obtained 
to  examine  the  body.  An  incision  directed  upon  the  centre  of  the 
swelling  exposed  a  cavity,  that  reached  from  the  root  of  the  liver  to 
the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  the  walls  of  which  were  made  up  of  peritoneum 
greatly  thickened,  and  of  the  integuments  of  the  side,  and  lumbar  region  ; 
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the  muscles  having  been  absorbed.  The  kidney  of  that  side  was  en- 
tirely absorbed,  and  the  sac  contained  one  gallon  measure  of  pure  pus. 

The  third  died  from  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  supervening  on  the 
tenth  day  from  the  operation,  with  entire  suspension  of  urinary  secre- 
tion, and  death  on  the  17th.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  this 
case.  A  large  muscular  man,  from  Bourbon  county,  submitted  to  the 
operation  of  lithotomy,  and  had  a  stone  taken  from  him  of  moderate 
size.  No  occurrence  during  the  operation  took  place,  nor  was  there  any 
thing  in  reference  to  the  general  condition  of  the  patient,  in  any  respect 
calculated  to  excite  doubts  about  his  speedy  recovery.  Accordingly  by 
the  seventh  day  from  the  operation,  the  bladder  closed,  and  the  urine 
resumed  the  proper  outlet.  But  in  about  three  days,  on  the  fourth  day 
after  the  wound  of  the  bladder  healed,  he  complained  of  passing  no 
urine,  and  never  after  passed  a  drop  from  his  bladder  ;  while  the  secre- 
tion by  the  kidneys  was  manifestly  suspended.  In  six  and  thirty  hours, 
fever  supervened,  and  shortly  after  his  person  and  bedding  became  offen- 
sive with  a  urinous  odor.  For  four  days  he  was  the  subject  of  more  or 
less  delirium,  and  lastly  died  comatose. 

The  fourth  one  died  from  disease  of  the  liver ;  and  one  from  disease 
of  the  liver  and  digestive  organs,  after  a  protracted  illness.  No  one 
has  ever  died  in  my  charge  before  the  bladder  had  closed,  or  within  the 
ordinary  period  required  for  the  healing  of  that  organ. 

The  time  required  to  perform  this  operation  is  a  subject  worthy  of 
particular  attention.  All  unnecessary  delay  in  the  execution  of  one  so 
important  in  its  consequences,  and  in  which  the  position  of  the  patient 
is  so  distressing,  should  be  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible  ;  but  the 
conduct  of  the  operator  cannot  be  otherwise  than  highly  censurable,  who 
should  exert  himself  more  with  a  view  to  rapidity  in  the  execution,  than 
safety  in  the  result.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  observing  a  pupil  on  one  occa- 
sion to  hold  his  w7atch,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  time  employed  in  the 
operation  of  lithotomy,  turned  to  his  class  after  having  completed  it,  and 
observed,  that  while  it  was  executed  in  two  and  a  half  minutes,  that 
circumstance  afforded  but  little  evidence  of  skill  in  the  operator,  or  of 
safety  on  the  part  of  the  patient. 

In  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  the  surgeon  must  occupy  time  in  pro- 
portion to  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  while  he  is  most  worthy  of 
confidence,  who,  in  cases  of  unexpected  embarrassment  and  dangers,  is 
most  prompt  in  the  application  of  rational  correctives.  There  are  to  be 
found  among  surgeons,  as  well  as  in  other  classes  of  society,  men  whose 
hand,  and  whose  intellect,  are  palsied  by  sudden,  unforeseen,  and  hazard- 
ous occurrences;  as  there  are  others  whose  senses,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, become  more  acute,  whose  minds  draw  with  rapidity  upon  un- 
tried resources,  and  whose  reasoning  is  like  an  intuitive  impulse.  To 
this  latter  class,  society  is  indebted  for  the  higher  achievements  in  the 
profession.  The  operation  of  lithotomy  is  often  performed  safely,  in  the 
time  occupied  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  but  it  can  only  be  executed  with 
such  rapidity  upon  the  most  favorable  description  of  patients. 

In  six  different  instances,  I  have  operated  on  two  patients,  in  imme- 
diate succession,  and  did  not  with  any  couple  occupy  more  than  twenty 
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minutes;  including  all  the  time  bestowed  upon  the  preparations  for  the 
second,  after  the  first  patient  was  removed  from  the  table.  On  one  oc- 
casion, three  subjects  were  ready  for  the  operation  at  the  same  time. 
One,  a  man  of  sixty,  another  of  seventy-five,  and  the  third  a  boy  ten 
years  of  age,  all  of  whom  were  operated  upon  in  the  same  chamber,  in 
less  than  forty  minutes,  including  the  time  engaged  in  making  prepara- 
tion for  each.  At  another  time,  three  were  ready  ;  and  when  two  of 
them  had  been  operated  upon,  the  third  could  not  be  found,  having  ab- 
sconded from  fright;  otherwise  it  is  possible  the  whole  number  might 
have  been  placed  in  bed  in  less  time  than  the  first. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  patients  are  lost  from  exhaustion,  occa- 
sioned by  the  unreasonable  time  consumed  in  the  operation,  as  well  as 
from  heedless  rapidity  in  its  execution,  wherein  the  safe  limits  for  the 
incision  in  the  perinaeum  and  bladder  are  not  observed.  I  have  had  a 
patient  placed  in  bed  in  less  than  three  minutes  after  the  first  incision 
was  made  ;  but  in  other  and  very  embarrassing  cases,  it  has  cost  the  la- 
bor of  fifteen  minutes  to  accomplish  the  same  ;  such  is  the  variety  of 
obstacles  to  be  encountered  in  executing  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  As 
a  general  remark,  the  calculus  is  found  immediately  at  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  where  it  is  placed  by  the  contraction  of  that  organ  succeeding 
to  the  operation  ;  consequently  it  occupies  a  position  favorable  to  be 
seized  by  the  forceps.  Too  often,  however,  it  declines  deep  towards 
the  concavity  of  the  sacrum,  where  it  becomes  more  difficult  to  direct 
the  instruments  upon  it  :  and  I  have  known  the  calculus,  in  a  large, 
lean  subject,  thrown  forward  and  upwards  and  to  rest  upon  the  symphy- 
sis pubis,  where,  after  some  time,  and  not  without  difficulty,  it  was  de- 
tected with  the  scoop. 

The  period  of  confinement  after  the  operation  is  very  various,  and 
until  the  recovery  is  complete  it  is  necessary  to  bestow  particular  atten- 
tion on  the  general  health — a  precaution  demanded  not  only  with  a  view 
to  speedy  recovery  from  the  wound,  but  also  to  maintain  the  union  of 
the  parts  after  it  has  taken  place.  A  deranged  state  of  the  general  sys- 
tem, accompanied  by  fever,  is  well  calculated  to  excite  the  absorbents 
in  the  line  of  the  incision  ;  and  thus  by  ulcerative  absorption  re-open  the 
bladder.  In  consequence  of  such  a  state  of  health,  the  wound  in  a  gen- 
tleman of  this  city,  who  was  the  subject  of  the  operation,  was  opened 
by  ulcerative  absorption,  four  or  five  times,  in  the  space  of  the  first  four 
months  after  the  operation.  A  young  man  of  vigorous  constitution  and 
fine  health,  after  recovering  from  the  operation,  proposed  to  return  home 
on  foot.  After  prosecuting  his  journey  seventy  miles,  he  was  attacked 
by  fever,  from  exposure  and  over  exertion,  which  was  soon  followed  by 
ulcerative  absorption  in  the  wound,  so  that  he  was  confined  a  month,  be- 
fore the  bladder  closed  and  cicatrized  a  second  lime.  It  is  desirable  in 
this,  and  most  other  operations,  that  the  wound  should  close  and  cica- 
trize as  speedily  as  possible.  Union  by  adhesion,  the  first  intention  of  the 
authors,  curtails  very  much  the  labor  of  the  surgeon,  and  adds  greatly 
to  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  patient;  nor  is  the  period  of  confinement 
a  subject  of  minor  consideration.  On  the  contrary,  any  plan  whereby 
the  time  necessary  to  effect  a  cure  may  be  lessened,  will  be  received 
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by  the  profession,  and  by  the  sick,  in  the  light  of  a  boon  of  inestimable 
price.  It  will  not  be  disputed  that  some  very  rare  cases  occur,  wherein 
union  by  the  first  intention,  might,  by  obstructing  the  passage  of  soft  cal- 
culous material  by  the  wound,  expose  the  patient  to  a  return  of  the 
malady.  1  have  seen  one  case  in  point,  in  which  a  doughy  calculus  es- 
caped with  pain  and  difficulty  through  the  wound  on  the  tenth  day,  and 
again  a  similar  discharge  on  the  fifteenth,  after  the  operation  ;  correspond- 
ing with  a  similar  case  described  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper  in  his  lectures, 
as  occurring  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the  surgeons  of  Guy's  Hospital. 
But  these  cases  are  so  rare  that  they  cannot  be  urged  as  objections  to 
the  practice  of  healing  the  bladder  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  mode 
of  accomplishing  this  should  not  be  misunderstood.  It  certainly  does 
not  depend  upon  the  keen  edge  of  a  smooth  cutting  instrument  ;  upon 
any  direct  correspondence  between  the  extent  of  the  wound  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  calculus  ;  nor  upon  the  small  number  of  times  the  in- 
struments are  introduced  into  the  bladder,  with  a  view  to  extract  the 
stone,  so  much  as  upon  a  prepared  state  of  the  general  system  to  insti- 
tute the  healthy  process  of  reparation  ;  upon  a  bland,  digestible,  abstemi- 
ous regimen  ;  upon  the  position  observed  during  the  cure  ;  and  upon 
continued  attention  to  the  regular  and  healthy  performance  of  the  various 
important  functions  of  the  body,  throughout  the  whole  period  of  the 
confinement.  Union  by  the  first  intention  was  effected  in  eight  of  the 
whole  number  of  cases  of  lithotomy  that  have  been  under  my  care. 
Six  of  these  had  but  a  single  calculus  each  ;  one  had  two  of  considerable 
size,  that  required  unusual  efforts  to  extricate  them,  and  the  remaining 
case,  Parson  King,  had  thirteen.  No  satisfactory  reason  can  be  assigned 
why  many  other  cases,  which,  so  far  as  the  manifest  circumstances  are 
involved,  were  even  more  favorable  to  union  by  the  first  intention,  have 
yet  had  a  different  termination. 

The  varieties  of  action,  morbid  as  well  as  healthy,  are  like  the  physi- 
ognomy of  man,  infinite  in  kind  and  manner  of  expression. —  Transylva- 
nia Med.  Journal. 
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BOYLSTON  PRIZE  DISSERTATIONS/ 

This  volume,  though  purporting  to  have  been  published  by  order  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  is  very  generally  understood  to  be  the 
gift  of  a  distinguished  professional  gentleman  of  Boston,  by  whose  un- 
controlled liberality  every  physician  in  the  State  will  eventually  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy. 

For  more  than  a  fortnight  we  have  been  trying  to  present  our  readers 

*  Library  of  Practical  Medicine,  published  by  order  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  for  the 
use  of  its  Fellows.  Vol.  vii.  Containing  Boylston  Prize  Dissertations  for  1836,  by  Oliver  W.  Holrhes,- 
M.D. ;  Robert  W.  Haxall,M.D.  ;  and  Luther  V.  Bell,  M.D.   8vo.  p.  288. 
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with  a  digest  of  the  three  dissertations  which  are  here  embodied  ;  but 
after  all,  have  abandoned  the  intention,  with  a  view  of  republishing,  from 
time  to  lime,  the  most  striking  parts  of  each  of  them.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  the  Boylston  Medical  Committee  appeared  to  have  been  in  a 
quandary  about  awarding  the  prize,  but  under  circumstances  quite  out  of 
the  common  course.  Three  of  the  writers  who  contended  for  the  medal, 
presented  claims  nearly  equal.  But  we  are  sensibly  impressed  with  the 
justice  of  the  committee  in  representing  the  claims  of  the  unsuccessful 
candidates,  so  strongly,  that  they  not  only  received  a  golden  testimonial, 
but  were  acknowledged  to  take  high  rank  as  profound  medical  writers. 

The  first  in  the  series  was  written  by  Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell,  of  Derry,  N. 
H.who  rarely  undertakes  any  literary  labor  that  does  not  bear  the  impress 
of  a  powerful  mind  ;  Dr.  Robert  W.  Haxall  was  author  of  the  second — 
both  of  which,  technically,  were  unsuccessful,  but  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  noticed  by  the  committee,  and  the  reputation  they  are  daily 
gaining  for  the  writers,  wherever  circulated,  is  worth  more  than  the  dis- 
tinction of  simply  having  won  the  prize  in  the  gift  of  the  University. 
Next  follows  the  dissertation  by  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  of  Boston, 
occupying  ninety-seven  pages.  Each  one  is  an  admirable  production, 
alike  honorable  to  the  author,  without  derogating  from  the  claims  of  either. 
What  other  journalists  may  say,  we  know  not  ;  if  the  attempt  is  made  to 
show  the  superiority  of  one  of  these  papers  to  the  other,  the  editor  will 
ultimately  find  himself  involved  in  extreme  perplexity. 


Mass.  General  Hospital. — There  were  two  operations  at  the  hospital 
on  Saturday,  the  12th  inst. — one  for  cancer  of  the  lip,  the  other  for  can- 
cer of  the  tongue.  The  patient  with  the  cancer  of  the  lip  was  a  young 
man  23  years  of  age.  Eighteen  months  since  he  noticed  a  small  pustule 
on  the  left  side  of  the  lower  lip,  unattended  with  pain.  This  was  punc- 
tured, and  assumed  afterwards  the  indurated  state  and  appearance  of  a 
wart.  When  exposed  to  cold  in  the  morning,  he  occasionally  experi- 
enced a  slight  tingling  sensation  at  the  seat  of  disease.  Two  months 
since,  he  consulted  a  "  cancer  doctor,"  who  applied  caustic  potass  ;  and 
since  this  application,  ulceration  has  taken  place  and  the  disease  has  in- 
creased in  extent.  At  present  the  ulcerated  surface  is  about  an  inch  in 
diameter,  having  a  hardened  base,  extending  some  distance  into  the  sub- 
stance of  the  lip.  The  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Hayward,  in  the 
following  manner.  The  lip  being  firmly  supported  on  each  side,  two  in- 
cisions were  made  so  as  to  remove  a  triangular  portion  of  the  lip,  which 
included  the  disease.  The  cut  edges  of  the  lip  were  then  brought  nicely 
together  with  three  ligatures,  and  the  wound  dressed  with  sticking  plaster 
and  a  bandage. 

The  second  operation  was  for  cancer  of  the  tongue.  The  patient,  a 
man  50  years  of  age,  a  seaman,  first  perceived,  ten  weeks  since,  an  in- 
durated spot  on  the  right  side  of  tongue,  about  half  an  inch  in  diameter, 
attended  with  some  pain  and  soreness.  This  soon  assumed  a  dark  color, 
ulcerated  and  discharged  a  slough  ;  since  then,  has  frequently  had  dart- 
ing pains  in  the  diseased  part,  extending  up  to  the  ear,  and  ulceration  has 
rapidly  progressed.  Three  weeks  since,  an  application  of  creosote  was 
made  to  the  part  by  his  physician,  which  reduced  the  fungous  growth  to 
the  level  of  the  surrounding  parts,  but  at  the  time  was  attended  with 
great  tumefaction  of  the  organ.    The  pains  have  been  somewhat  relieved 
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by  the  application  of  the  scamonium  oint.  Disease  hns  gone  on  rapidly 
increasing,  particularly  the  last  two  or  three  days.  On  examination  at 
present,  there  is  a  large  ulceration  occupying  nearly  the  whole  of  right 
side  of  tongue — the  base  of  disease  is  indurated  and  somewhat  inflamed. 
A  dark  offensive  discharge  takes  place  from  the  surface.  It  may  be 
worthy  of  remark  that  this  patient  was  an  inveterate  chewer  of  tobacco. 

Dr.  Warren  performed  the  operation  in  the  following  manner.  The 
diseased  mass  being  firmly  seized  by  a  strong  pair  of  double  hooks,  was 
drawn  as  far  as  possible  out  of  the  mouth  ;  the  whole  was  then  removed 
by  one  sweep  of  the  knife.  The  lingual  artery  bled  freely,  but  was  at 
once  secured  by  a  ligature.  In  order  to  guard  against  the  liability  to  re- 
turn of  the  disease,  the  operation  was  terminated  by  the  application  of 
the  actual  cautery  to  the  whole  surface  of  the  wound. 

On  examination  of  the  parts  removed  in  the  two  preceding  operations, 
the  morbid  appearances  were  those  ordinarily  presented  by  cancer  when 
situated  on  the  mucous  surfaces.  The  base  of  the  diseased  masses  was 
formed  by  a  conglomeration  of  enlarged  mucous  glands.  Shooting  out 
from  these,  in  a  radiated  manner,  towards  the  surface,  were  numerous 
white  fibrous  bands,  terminating  in  the  fungous  surface  of  the  cancer. 


Library  of  the  Medical  Sciences. — Part  X.  which  completes  the  articles 
under  A,  due  at  Boston  in  September,  came  to  hand  last  Wednesday.  It 
is  very  surprising  that  it  takes  longer  to  get  a  book  from  Philadelphia, 
than  to  make  a  voyage  to  Europe.  Vexed  as  we  are  with  such  delay,  it 
would  be  extremely  unjust  to  withhold  the  meed  of  praise  to  which  this 
excellent  publication  is  entitled.  It  must  be  sustained.  Those  who  have 
been  waiting  to  ascertain  its  character,  can  no  longer  excuse  themselves 
for  not  extending  their  patronage  to  a  national  work  of  great  practical 
value. 


Boylston  Medical  Society. — This  Society  held  its  annual  meeting  ore 
Monday  evening,  Nov.  7th.    Dr.  Bowditch,  the  President,  delivered  the 
annual  address,  the  subject  of  which  was,  "  The  Duties  and  Studies  of 
the  young  Medical  Man."    It  was  highly  interesting,  and  reflected  great 
credit  upon  its  author. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  are — H.  I.  Bowditch, 
M.D.  President  ;  J.  M.  WTarren,  M.D.  Vice  President;  B.  H.  West, 
A.B.  Treasurer  ;  B.  B.  Appleton,  Jr.  A.B.  Secretary. 

To  Corrkspondents. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Fish  and  Jewett,  and  of 
"  Cruden,"  will  appear  next  week. 

Died, — At  Norton,  Mass.  Dr.  Samuel  Morey,  a  surgeon  of  the  revolution,  aged 
79. — At  Wilmington,  Del.  Dr.  John  L.  Morris,  by  suicide. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  November  19,  37.    Males,  18 — females,  19. 

Infantile,  4— dysentery,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1  — old  age,  3 — typhus  fever,  4 — inflammation  bow- 
els^—consumption,  6— disease  of  the  head,  1— smallpox,  1— suffocation,  1 — lung  fever,  4 — decline,  2 
—bowel  complaint,  1 — teething,  1— accidental,  1. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office.  The  virus  will  invariably  be  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken;.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 
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MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
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INTEMPERANCE  AND  DISEASE. 

[Communicated  for  the  lioston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  is  a  great 
cause  of  disease  in  the  animal  constitution.  But,  how  far  this  conse- 
quence necessarily  follows  this  cause,  is  not  even  approximately  shown. 
Jn  our  zeal  for  the  extermination  of  the  monster  Intemperance,  we  have 
admitted  certainly  all  that  is  true,  and  probably  much  that  is  false. 
Some  have  told  us,  that  the  greater  part  of  our  practice  was  owing  to 
the  use  of  alcohol.  Others— less  credulous — have  carried  their  faith 
only  far  enough  to  cover  a  moiety  of  the  sum  total  of  disease.  But  all 
have  told  us  of  the  vast  amount  of  sickness  that  follows  in  the  wan  and 
wasted  train  of  this  sort  of  self-indulgence.  And  we,  too,  as  a  profes- 
sion, have  received  great  praise  from  philanthropists,  for  our  disinterested 
self-sacrifice,  in  joining  the  general  crusade  against  our  best  patron,  and 
thus  cutting  off  the  most  prolific  source  of  our  support. 

Through  so  many  years  of  vague  talk  and  general  loose  statements,  no 
one  has  shown  exactly,  or  even  approximately,  how  great  is  the  influ- 
ence of  spirit  on  our  health  ;  and  we  are  left  as  wise  as  before,  with 
only  the  vague  inferences  of  those  who  have  learned  a  few  particulars, 
guessed  at  many  more,  and  then  jumped  at  their  conclusions.  Of  even 
all  those  who  have  confidently  appealed  to  our  credulity,  because  they 
could  quote  their  own  experience,  in  proof  of  their  positions,  who  has 
counted  ?  who  has  told  us  exactly  how  many,  within  his  own  knowledge, 
were  intemperate,  how  many  temperate  drinkers — how  many  were  ab- 
stemious ?  and  then  what  was  the  positive  and  relative  amount  of  disease 
in  these  several  classes?  We  have  been  content  with  men's  opinions  on 
this  subject,  without  asking  for  their  facts,  on  which  those  opinions  were 
founded.  It  is  time  that  our  profession  should  give  all  the  evidence  in 
their  power,  and  strip  the  matter  of  as  much  vagueness  as  possible.  It 
is  indeed  true,  that  we  cannot  come  to  mathematical  exactness  in  this 
calculation  ;  for  however  much  we  may  attempt  to  confine  ourselves  to 
figures,  we  still,  at  last,  must  come  to  men's  opinions,  and  perhaps  to 
their  unexamined  inferences  ;  but  we  should  have  a  definiteness  and  a 
certainty  in  as  much  of  the  process  as  the  nature  of  the  case  admits. 

I  propose  that  we  should  divide  the  whole  number  of  our  patients  into 
four  classes.  1st.  The  Abstinent.  This  will  contain  children,  most 
women,  and  many  men.  2d.  The  Temperate  drinkers.  3d.  The  In- 
temperate. 4th.  Those  whose  habits  are  unknown  to  us.  Of  this  last 
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class  no  farther  account  is  to  be  taken.  Then  see  how  many  times  the 
three  first  classes  have  respectively  beet)  attacked  with  disease.  The 
whole  number  of  cases  in  each  class,  divided  by  the  number  of  individu- 
als in  that  class,  will  show  the  average  chance  of  sickness  to  which  they 
are  liable,  if  the  observation  shall  have  extended  over  any  considerable 
number  of  years  and  people. 

Near  two  years  ago,  I  began  such  an  analysis  of  my  own  experience: 
but,  as  it  included  only  a  limited  practice  both  in  men  and  time,  I  laid 
my  papers  aside,  in  the  hope  that  some  older  physician,  who  had  enjoyed 
a  wider  field  and  longer  opportunity  of  observation,  would  take  up  the 
work  and  give  us  a  nearer  approximation  to  the  truth.  Having  seen 
none,  i  now  resume  my  notes,  with  a  little  more  extended  observation, 
though  not  enough  for  certain  inference.  The  following  pages  and  cal- 
culations are  not  given  as  grounds  of  definite  faith,  so  much  as  to  ask 
others  to  follow  in  the  same  course,  or  a  better  one,  and  show  how  far 
their  observations  corroborate  or  refute  the  conclusions  that  may  be  drawn 
from  mine. 

My  records  of  cases  go  no  farther  back  than  about  three  years,  and 
over  about  seven  hundred  individuals  whose  habits  were  known  to  me; 
all  others  are  left  out  of  the  consideration. 

I  confess  that  the  classification  before  spoken  of,  is  neither  strictly 
mathematical,  nor  so  definite,  that  others,  without  explanation,  would 
certainly  adopt  the  same  lines  for  the  same  terms  I  use.  Yet  perhaps  it 
is  as  strict  as  our  science  of  disease  admits  in  its  other  parts.  I  will  ex- 
plain. I  call  abstinent,  all  children,  and  women  and  men  whose  habits 
I  know  to  be  abstemious,  or  who  were  not  known  or  suspected  to  drink 
even  occasionally  of  spirit.  Yet  there  may  be  those  in  this  class  who 
drink  wine  or  cider,  or  strong  beer,  and  others  who  drink  spirit  so  seldom 
or  so  secretly  that  it  has  never  come  to  my  ears  or  to  the  notice  of  their 
friends  ;  for  we  know  how  great  is  the  influence  of  public  opinion  in  mak- 
ing men  cunning  and  wary  in  their  perseverance  in  wrong  practices. 
Therefore  this  class  may  be  imperfect. 

The  second  class,  the  temperate  drinker*,  includes  those  who  drink 
spirit  occasionally  or  often,  or  deem  it  essential  to  enable  them  to  labor 
W  to  bear  exposures  to  the  elements  or  fatigue,  or  who,  for  other  causes, 
iake  their  moderate  drains  ;  but  who  were  never  to  my  knowledge,  or 
oy  report,  made  drunken — whose  ordinary  vigor  of  health  is  not  yet  im- 
paired, and  whose  judgment  was  never  suspected  of  being  beclouded  by 
stimulation. 

The  last  class,  the  intemperate,  includes  all  the  rest  ;  those  who  are 
sometimes  drunken,  or  who  are  stupid  by  sottishness — whose  bodily  vigor 
is  shaken,  and  whose  mental  faculties  are  clouded  by  frequent  excitement 
of  alcohol.  There  will  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  arrangement  of  most  of 
the  individuals  in  these  several  classes,  but  the  borderers  may  not  be  so 
certain.  The  lines  between  the  first  and  second  classes  would  be  very 
satisfactory,  if  we  could  clearly  ascertain  those  who  drink  no  spirit,  and 
who  drink  the  smallest  quantity.  The  difficulty  lies  not  in  the  want  of 
a  line,  but  in  the  ignorance  of  facts,  whereby  we  should  run  that  lin.e 
Between  the  second  and  third  classes,  the  distinction  is  even  more  ob- 
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scure — for  what  is  the  diagnosis  here?  What  the  peculiarly  distinctive 
symptoms  of  the  temperate  anil  intemperate  drinker  ?  1  have  stated 
what  seem  to  me  to  be  the  true  ones.  And  beside  the  indeterminate 
line,  we  are  even  more  ignorant  of  facts  to  locate  it,  than  in  the  other 
case. 

These  difficulties,  however,  of  arriving  at  exact  conclusions,  do  not 
belong  to  the  system  of  investigation,  but  to  the  subject  which  we  in- 
vestigate. Those  who  rest  their  opinions  on  such  loose  statements  as  we 
have  had  ever  since  the  temperance  reformation  began,  have  these  diffi- 
culties in  a  still  greater  degree.  When  they  assert  that  any  proportion 
of  disease  arises  from  intemperance,  they  do,  or  ought  certainly,  to  cast 
over,  in  their  minds,  the  general  impression  which  they  have  received 
from  their  own  or  others?  observations,  and  infer  from  them  that  drunkards 
have  been  oftener  and  more  severely  sick  than  abstemious  men,  and 
therefore  alcohol  causes  so  much  disease.  If  they  appeal  to  particular 
facts  at  all,  they  find  them  as  unsettled  as  I  do.  If  their  statement  is 
made  up  of  instances,  it  is,  that  they  think  that  the  number  of  those  of 
one  kind  amount  to  about  their  stated  proportion  above  those  of  another 
kind.  But  classes,  with  them,  are  as  indistinct  as  with  those  who  as- 
sume a  more  exact  demonstration  ;  and,  superadded  to  this  difficulty  of 
uncertainty,  they  have  that  of  uncertainty  in  the  relative  size  of  their 
classes. 

There  is  another  source  of  error.  I  have  taken  all  the  patients  that 
come  within  my  care  at  any  time,  whose  habits  were  known  to  me.  It 
is  obvious  that  even  for  the  period,  over  which  my  general  observation 
extends,  my  record  will  not  contain  all  the  sicknesses  of  the  individuals 
herein  included.  Some  of  them  applied  to  me  in  the  earlier  parts  of  the 
period  and  for  various  causes  ;  and  though  again  sick,  did  not  come  under 
my  care  again.  Others  may  have  come  to  me  only  within  a  few  months, 
who  may  have  been  before  attacked  with  disease,  within  the  time  above 
mentioned.  So  then  the  classes  containing  all  the  individuals,  will  not 
include  all  their  attacks,  and  therefore  will  give  a  less  proportion  to  each 
one  than  truly  belongs  to  him.  But  this  is  common  to  each  class,  and  the 
errors  of  one,  from  this  cause,  will  probably  be  compensated  by  those  in 
the  other  classes. 

There  is  another  source  of  error,  which  is  not  so  compensated.  In- 
temperate men  are  more  transient  than  sober  men.  They  more  rarely 
own  real  estate,  or  have  fixed  business,  and  therefore  change  their  places 
of  residence  more  frequently  than  other  men,  and  hence  increase  the 
list  of  names  on  the  physician's  books,  without  showing  the  due  number 
of  cases  of  illness.  If,  for  instance,  all  of  our  profession  in  the  S:ate  of 
Massachusetts  should  keep  a  record  of  all  the  individuals  that  should  come 
under  their  care  for  ten  years,  and  all  their  cases,  in  order  to  show  their 
average  amount  of  disease,  it  is  clear  that  the  drunkards,  from  their 
more  unsettled  habits,  moving  often  from  town  to  town,  would,  many  of 
them,  in  the  prescribed  period,  be  included  on  more  than  one  physician's 
list.  One  might  be  sick  in  this  period  ten  tunes,  and  in  as  many  differ- 
ent places  ;  and  as  his  name  is  recorded  in  each  place  with  only  one  at- 
tack, so  far  as  his  case  goes,  it  reduces  the  average  to  one  attack  instead  of 
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Class. 

Abstemious 

Number. 

530 

Cases. 

928 

Temperate 

51 

135 

Intemperate 

82 

188 

ten,  in  as  many  years.  If  this  class  were  as  stationary  as  the  abstemious, 
our  method  of  calculation  would  show  a  higher  average  of  their  diseases. 

I  have  a  record  of  six.  hundred  and  sixty-three  individuals  whose  hab- 
its were  known  to  me.  Their  numbers  and  cases  of  sickness  will  ap- 
pear by  the  following  table. 

Average  to  an  individual. 

1.75 
2.66 
2.29 

A  wider  and  longer  continued  observation  would  probably  vary  the  re- 
sult, for  we  can  hardly  believe  that  the  temperate  drinker  is  more  liable 
to  disease  than  the  intemperate  ;  and  without  doubt,  the  fickleness  and 
migratory  habits  of  the  last  may  account  in  a  great  measure  for  the  ap- 
parent exemption  from  attacks.* 

Beside  the  influence  of  spirit  on  the  health  of  the  intemperate,  we 
must  admit  that  he  is  exposed  to  the  same  causes  of  disease  as  the  ab- 
stemious, and  therefore,  even  though  he  might  have  been  abstinent,  he 
would  have  been  attacked  with  sickness  as  often  as  they.  So  then  we 
must  charge  to  other  causes  so  much  of  his  disease  as  belongs  to  the 
first  class,  and  the  rest  to  intemperance  ;  and  the  excess  of  his  sickness 
over  the  others,  will  be  the  amount  of  disease  chargeable  to  his  peculiar 
habits. 

Liability  of  the  temperate  drinker  -  2.66 

of  the  abstemious  -  -  -  1.75 


Increased  liability  to  disease  chargeable  to  temperate  drinking  .91 

Liability  of  the  intemperate  -  2.29 

of  the  abstemious  -  1.75 


Increased  liability  chargeable  to  intemperance       -  ,  -  .54 

Taking  the  average  of  the  two  drinking  classes        -         -  2.43 
Subtract  abstemious  -  -  1.75 

The  average  increased  liability  of  spirit  drinkers       -        -  .68 

And  the  influence  of  spirit  in  producing  disease,  compared  with  all 
other  causes  in  the  same  individuals,  is  as  68  to  175. 

So  far  relates  only  to  the  individual :  but  we  wish  to  ascertain  the 
whole  relative  amount  of  the  effect  of  spirit  on  the  community,  com- 
pared with  other  causes. 

Multiplying  the  whole  number  of  patients  -  -  653 
by  the  average  chance  of  the  abstinent       -  1.75 

we  have  the  whole  number  of  cases  -  1142.75 
for  which  spirit  is  not  responsible. 

*  I  have  included  in  tin:  cases  of  tin;  intemperate,  such  accidents  as  were  caused  by  drunkenness — 
as,  for  instance,  if  a  drunken  sta^e  driver  should  overturn  his  coach  and  injure  himse  lf  and  nine  pas- 
sengers, I  called  this  ten  cases,  and  only  one  individual.  For  all  these  are  the  consequence  of  one 
man's  intemperance. 
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Then  multiplying  the  excess  of  the  temperate  liability  over  that  of 
the  abstinent  -  -  .91 

by  the  individuals  in  that  class  51 

we  have  the  whole*  number  of  cases  chareeable  to  this  habit  of)     Aa  C1 
,  .  ,  .  b  \  46.51 

temperate  drinking  ) 

Multiplying  the  excess  of  the  intemperate  liability  -  .54 
by  the  individuals  in  this  class        -----  82 


we  have  the  cases  which  are  caused  by  this  habit        -       -  44.28 
The  sum  of  these,  leaving  out  the  decimals,  44+46=90,  is  the 


whole  number  of  cases  which  are  brought  on  by  the  use  of  spirit — 
which,  compared  with  the  sum  above,  of  the  sober  men's  cases,  1142, 
shows  the  relative  amount  of  cases  of  disease,  from  stimulation,  to  be 
90-1232,  or  nearly  one  fourteenth  of  the  whole  sickness  that  came  under 
my  observation,  or  about,  seven  per  cent  of  the  whole  of  my  practice. 

The  foregoing  statements  only  go  to  settle  one  half  the  question.  We 
wish  not  only  to  know  what  is  the  relative  danger  in  the  intemperate  of 
attacks  from  disease,  but  how  do  these  classes  bear  sickness  ?  When  at- 
tacked, do  they  all  recover  with  equal  ease  ?  It  is  commonly  remarked, 
that  intemperance  not  only  predisposes  to  disease,  but  interferes  with  the 
ordinary  and  successful  operation  of  medical  remedies.  .  Admit  this  to 
be  true  as  a  general  fact,  what  then  is  the  precise  difference  in  this  re- 
spect ?  1  regret  to  say,  that  here  my  data  fail :  for  in  a  large  portion  of 
my  cases,  my  record  is  not  daily,  but  only  of  the  commencement,  na- 
ture of  disease,  and  termination — together  with  the  fees.  And  the  data 
of  the  terminations  is  not  sufficiently  definite  to  warrant  any  calculation 
of  the  length  of  the  disease  being  founded  upon  it.  But  in  the  subse- 
quent part  of  this  article,  some  data  may  be  shown,  from  which  a  vague 
inference  may  be  drawn,  as  to  the  comparative  length  of  the  cases  in 
these  several  classes. 

Intemperance  and  the  Medical  Profession. — Our  profession  has  re- 
ceived unqualified  praise  for  its  disinterested  self-sacrificing  philanthropy 
in  giving  their  hearty  aid  to  the  temperance  cause.  For  on  the  ground 
that  intemperance  is  such  a  fruitful  source  of  disease,  as  is  commonly 
thought,  it  is  supposed  that  we  generally  cut  off  the  richest  means  of 
our  support.  On  this  point,  too,  the  truth  is  neither  distinctly  and  satis- 
factorily brought  out,  nor  is  its  half  told  to  us. 

Notwithstanding  alcoholic  stimulation  adds  about  seven  per  cent  to 
our  practice,  yet  it  may  be  easily  shown,  that  our  practice  and  our  sup- 
port are  by  no  means  one  and  the  same  thing,  and  it  may  be  for  our  in- 
terest to  diminish  the  former  in  order  to  increase  the  latter.  The  de- 
structive influence  of  drunkenness  on  the  mental  powers  and  the  moral 
faculties  of  man,  on  his  industrious  habits,  and  through  these,  on  his 
worldly  prosperity,  is  not  less  certain  than  on  his  health.  This  is  a  fact 
so  well  established  and  so  universally  admitted,  that  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  adduce  the  proofs  that  might  be  found  in  the  numerical  system. 
Nevertheless,  lest  any  one  should  cavil  at  our  position,  we  state  our  own 


266 


Intemperance  and  the  Medical  Profession. 


experience  in  this  matter.  I  have  divided  into  two  classes,  all  persons 
whose  bills  I  have  lost.  1st.  Those  who  are  now  intemperate  and  un- 
able to  pay  their  bills,  but  who  had  formerly  sufficient  intellect  and  in- 
dustry or  wealth  to  enable  them  to  support  themselves  and  meet  their 
ordinary  responsibilities;  and  whose  poverty  is  contemporaneous  with 
and  probably  consequent  to  their  intemperate  habits.  It  is  fair  to 
charge  our  loss  of  their  fees  to  the  use  of  spirit.  2d.  All  the  poor,  who  are 
either  not  intemperate,  or  even  if  intemperate,  yet  by  misfortune  not  owing 
to  thiscause,  or  by  shiftlessness,  or  original  imbecility,  or  indolence  previous 
to  their  bad  habits,  are  unable  to  pay  their  bills  ;  or  whose  habits  were 
unknown  to  me.  These  make  the  second  class,  whose  poverty  is  not  to 
be  referred  to  the  use  of  alcoholic  stimulation.  The  numbers  of  indi- 
viduals in  these  classes  are  as  65  to  50,  or  the  intemperate  constitute 
more  than  half  of  all  the  poor  who  have  employed  me.  The  amount  of 
bills  lost  in  these  classes  respectively  are  as  8  to  5 — that  is,  intemper- 
ance is  the  cause  of  eight  thirteenths  of  our  whole  loss. 

Let  us  compare  the  whole  loss  by  intemperance  with  the  increase  of 
sickness  from  the  same  cause,  and  see  whether  we  gain  or  lose.  We 
have  before  shown,  that  the  gain  is  about  one  fourteenth  of  all  our  prac- 
tice. Now  it  will  be  readily  granted  that  the  effect  of  this  self-indul- 
gence on  the  health  is  mainly  confined  to  the  drinker  himself,*  while  the 
effect  on  his  pecuniary  means  disables  him  from  paying  not  only  for  our 
attendance  on  himself,  but  for  our  professional  services  rendered  to  his 
wife  and  children  and  other  dependents,  in  their  sickness.  So  that  while 
we  gain  in  the  individual  intemperate  about  twenty-seven  per  cent  on 
his  natural  chance  of  sickness,  we  lose  from  one  to  three  hundred  per 
cent  in  our  payment.  This,  however,  relates  only  to  the  number  of 
cases.  Let  us  now  see  their  value,  which  I  have  the  means  of  showing. 
Taking  the  whole  sum  of  all  my  bills  for  medical  practice  rendered  for 
persons  with  whose  habits  I  am  acquainted,  and  also  the  sum  of  the 
bills  of  the  temperate  and  intemperate  classes  of  men  respectively,  I 
find  my  charges  against  the  moderate  drinkers  to  be  10  per  cent, 
and  against  the  immoderate  drinkers  to  be  21  per  cent,  of  the  whole — be- 
ing together,  31  per  cent.  In  order  to  ascertain  strictly  how  much  of 
this  is  due  to  alcohol,  and  how  much  to  other  causes,  we  must  see  how 
much  is  the  average  fee  for  every  case  of  the  abstemious.  If  we  take 
the  whole  amount  of  the  fees  of  each  class  and  divide  it  by  the  number 
of  cases,  we  have  the  cost  then  of  each  case  in  these  several  classes.  If 
we  divide  the  same  sum  by  the  number  of  individuals,  we  have  the  aver- 
age nominal  value  of  the  practice  for  each  person  for  the  time  included 
in*my  observation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relative  amount  of  the  fees  of  each 
class,  the  average  cost  of  the  cases,  and  of  the  whole  sickness  of  each 
individual. 


*  We  allow  that  the  irregular  rhabits  of  the  intemperate  must  affect  the  domestic  economy  of  his 
household,  the  peace  and  quiet  of  his  wife  and  children,  their  comfort,  their  security  against  expo- 
Hiire,and  proper  provision— and  hence  they  might  be  somewhat  more  feeble  and  liable  to  disease, 
and  less  carefully  provided  for  when  sick  ;  but  this  is  so  small  and  inappreciable  as  to  be  safely  left 
out  of  the  calculation. 
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I    Whole  fee.  | 


Abstemious 
Tern  perate 
Intemperate 


205 
410 


Per ce!i»;i<r;'  on 
the  whole; 

69 


Avernce  amount  of  fees 
of  tlie  ease:-.   |       of  the  individual. 

2.40 

4.55^  4.60 
5.00 


1.39 

10  1.51 
21  2.18 
beside  the  difference  of  frequency  of  attacks, 
i  the  length  of  the  cases  according  to  their 


average 


This  shows  that  there  is, 
also  a  probable  difference  i 
various  habits.  Allowing  that  both  the  stimulating  classes  would,  with 
good  habits,  have  given  us  an  amount  of  practice  equal  to  that  of  the  first 
class,  2.40  ;  then  the  difference  between  t his  sum  and  those  of  the  other 
classes,  will  be  the  amount  given  us  by  the  use  of  spirit  ;  400 — 240= 
160  the  nominal  value  of  that  in  the  temperate  drinker;  500 — 240= 
260  the  nominal  value  of  that  in  the  intemperate  drinker.  If  we  multi- 
ply these  sums  by  the  number  of  persons  in  their  respective  classes 
— 51  and  82 — we  shall  have  the  whole  sum  of  the  patronage  from  spirit  : 

51  +  160=  81.60  temperate  increase. 

82+260=2l3.20  intemperate  increase. 


294.80  whole  increase. 
Which  last  sum,  compared  with  19U2,  the  whole  amount  of  practice, 
shows  nearly  one  seventh,  or  about  fifteen  and  a  half  per  cent  of  our 
business,  is  owing  to  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors. 

This  is  our  apparent  gain  by  intemperance;  but  let  us  look  a  little 
farther,  and  balance  the  profits  by  the  loss.  My  debts  which  are  bad 
in  consequence  of  intemperance,  amount  to  $410,  the  loss  of  which 
may  be  reasonably  attributed  to  this  cause.  The  gain  before  stated  was 
$294,  making  a  loss  by  this  vice  of  $  1  16,  or  about  five  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  charge  against  those  whose  habits  were  unknown.  I  conclude, 
therefore,  that  even  the  most  selfish  of  our  profession  may  join  the  tem- 
perance cause.  J. 


PRETERNATURAL  MEMBRANE  INTERCEPTING  THE  PASSAGE  TO 

THE  VAGINA. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Nature,  though  generally  steady,  like  a  sedate  matron,  sometimes,  like 
a  fickle  maiden,  pursues  an  opposite  course.  There  are  rules  for  every- 
thing, and  these  rules  in  the  abstract  are  fixed  and  determinate.  To  ap- 
pearance, however,  they  are  founded  upon  loose  principles,  admitting, 
for  variety's  sake,  of  numberless  variations.  When  we  behold  among 
minerals,  as,  for  instance,  in  a  piece  of  porphyry  which  has  been  fractur- 
ed, the  likeness  of  Washington,  or  some  other  great  personage,  we  think 
it  uncommon,  and  that  Nature,  when  she  formed  it,  was  in  a  playful 
mood.  When  we  see  a  fruit  tree  yielding  blossoms  in  autumn,  we  are 
of  opinion  that  Nature  has  forgotten  herself  and  overleaped  her  bounds. 
When,  in  the  animal  world,  we  find  an  individual  with  more  than  its 
quota  of  limbs,  organs  of  sense,  or  with  more  than  one  head,  we  think 
she  has  exceeded  her  limits.  All  these  things  have  happened,  and  yet, 
upon  the  whole,  the  wheels  of  destiny  move  on  regularly. 
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I  was  led  to  these  very  grave  reflections  while  contemplating  the 
case  now  about  to  be  described.  November  9th,  1  was  called  to°  visit 
Mrs.  D.,  of  this  city,  in  a  case  of  parturition  with  her  second  child.  It 
was  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  when  I  first  saw  her.  Finding  her  pains  not 
sufficiently  forcible,  I  left  her,  with  directions  to  send  for  me  again  as 
soon  as  it  was  necessary.  At  five  the  parturient  effort  being  considera- 
bly augmented,  a  second  message  arrived  for  me  to  visit  her.  Upon  my 
arrival,  I  made,  or  attempted  to  make,  an  examination  per  vaginam.  It 
was  nothing  but  an  attempt,  however,  for  the  passage  to  the  os  tinea? 
was  interrupted  by  a  strong  membrane  being  stretched  over  it,  with  al- 
most the  tenseness  of  a  drum  head.  In  the  centre  of  this,  was  a  circu- 
lar orifice,  the  edges  of  which  were  a  little  thicker  than  the  main  portion, 
as  if  a  piece  of  twine  had  been  drawn  round  and  covered  over  by  the 
membrane,  in  the  form  of  a  hem  or  binding.  The  orifice  was  just  bare- 
ly large  enough  to  admit  the  introduction  of  the  forefinger.  When  I 
had  examined  sufficiently  to  satisfy  myself  of  its  nature,  I  drew  back, 
and  sitting  in  a  musing  posture,  my  patient  asked  me  what  the  difficulty 
was.  Thinking  my  manner  had  told  too  much,  I  exerted  myself  to 
persuade  her  there  was  no  difficulty.  In  a  few  moments  I  made  another 
examination,  and  finally  told  her,  in  as  unconcerned  a  manner  as  I  could, 
that  there  was  something  so  curious  connected  with  her  case,  that  it 
would  be  a  great  gratification  to  me  to  have  some  other  physician  called. 
In  spite  of  my  precaution  not  to  excite  alarm,  she  trembled  like  an  aspen 
leaf,  and  told  me  she  should  have  no  more  pains.  I  poo'd  and  laughed 
her  out  of  her  fears,  and  obtained  her  consent  to  what  I  had  requested. 

The  eminent  physician  I  sent  for  soon  satisfied  himself  there  was  a 
preternatural  substance,  of  a  membranous  structure,  and  after  entreating 
the  lady  not  to  be  alarmed,  we  retired  for  consultation.  The  result  of 
the  consultation  was,  if  after  waiting  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  the  pres- 
sure of  the  child,  from  the  parturient  effort,  did  not  rupture  the  mem- 
brane, it  would  be  necessary  to  divide  it  with  an  instrument. 

1  waited  an  hour  and  a  half,  a  considerable  part  of  which  time  the 
pains  were  excruciating,  to  see  whether  the  efforts  of  nature  would  pro- 
duce a  rupture,  and  perceiving  no  likelihood  of  it,  I  introduced  a  small 
pair  of  probe-pointed  scissors,  and  divided  the  inferior  portion  of  the 
membrane  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  quarter.  Thinking  this  would 
not  be  sufficient,  1  applied  the  scissors,  to  half  the  extent  of  the  former 
division,  to  the  superior  portion.  Waiting  awhile,  and  believing  the  im- 
pediment still  too  great,  I  made  a  division  laterally,  upon  one  side  only, 
to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch.  The  pains,  which  before  caused  the 
most  frightful  writhings  and  contortions,  and  such  weariness  as  to  prevent 
her  sitting  or  iying  in  one  position  a  half  a  moment,  were  changed  in  an 
instant.  They  were  now  borne  with  composure,  and  delivery  was  effect- 
ed in  a  short  lime.  The  haemorrhage,  which  from  the  seeming  want 
of  vascularity  in  the  membrane,  I  had  estimated  to  be  of  very  small 
amount,  exceeded  a  wine  glass  full.  The  operation  caused  no  pain,  and 
there  has  been  no  soreness. 

A  word  or  two  upon  her  former  labor  will  not  be  deemed  inappropri- 
ate.   This,  I  was  informed,  was  protracted  to  about  three  days,  and  was 
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so  distressing  that  her  life  was  despaired  of.  Dr.  G.,  a  physician  of  not 
so  much  skill  as  conceit,  attended  her  forty-eight  hours.  The  women 
who  were  present  persuaded  him,  though  reluctantly,  to  send  for  counsel. 
Dr.  K.,  a  well-read  and  careful  member  of  the  profession,  was  called.  Af- 
ter giving  her  an  opportunity  to  acquire  some  rest,  he  proceeded  to  dis- 
sect the  child,  and  what  he  could  not  take  away  with  facility  by  piece- 
meal, he  extracted  with  the  forceps.  My  first  impression  was  that  this 
substance  was  the  effect  of  an  injury  produced  at  her  first  accouchment ; 
but  upon  more  mature  reflection,  1  judged  that  the  difficult  and  protract- 
ed labor  was  caused  by  this  impediment. 

My  patient  was  aware,  more  than  two  years  ago,  that  there  was  some- 
thing peculiar  in  her  organization.  She  spoke  about  it  to  Dr.  K.,  two  or 
three  months  after  her  first  confinement.  He  made  an  examination,  and 
told  her  she  could  have  no  more  children.  She  named  the  same  to  me 
about  a  year  ago,  and  I  intended  to  have  made  further  inquiries  about  it, 
but  neglected  it  for  want  of  opportunity.  Since  her  last  confinement, 
she  has  informed  me  that  the  usual  size  of  the  orifice  was  about  as  large 
as  a  middling  sized  pea.  During  her  labor,  its  greatest  extent  was  of  the 
dimensions  of  a  ninepenny-piece.  Thinking  this  quite  an  anomaly,  and 
that  it  might  prevent  some  anxiety  and  solicitude  if  it  should  occur  again, 
1  have,  at  the  request  of  the  physician  with  whom  I  consulted,  after  in- 
forming him  of  the  favorable  termination  of  the  case,  drawn  up  the  fore- 
going statement  with  a  view  of  its  being  made  public.  If  the  editor 
of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  should  consider  it  worthy  of 
publication,  he  will  no  doubt  interest,  at  least,  the  readers  of  his  useful 
periodical  by  inserting  it.  Samuel  Fish. 

Boston,  Nov.  \6th,  1836. 


EXTRACTION  OF  A  PIN  FROM  THE  ARM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  read  in  the  journals  of  needles  and  pins,  after  having  been 
accidentally  swallowed  a  long  time,  by  children  and  adults,  making  their 
appearance  externally  in  various  parts  of  the  body  and  lower  extremities, 
without  producing  any  symptoms  of  disease.  But  the  following  case,  I 
think,  may  well  admit  of  some  speculation,  so  far  as  regards  the  possi- 
bility of  a  foreign  body,  after  being  swallowed,  making  its  appearance  in 
the  superior  extremities. 

An  elderly  lady  applied  to  me,  a  short  time  since,  to  examine  a  sub- 
stance which  appeared  deep  seated  in  the  belly  of  the  biceps  flexor  cubiti 
muscle,  having  the  feeling  of  something  pointed,  which  by  pressing  its 
ends,  produced  pain.  There  was  no  inflammation  about  the  part,  neither 
was  there  any  scar  that  would  indicate  any  thing  having  entered  at  that 
place.  The"  patient  informed  me  that  she  first  perceived  it  a  few  days 
before,  and  that  she  was  some  alarmed,  knowing  that  she  had  never  in- 
jured the  part.  I  made  a  small  but  deep  opening,  took  the  forceps,  and 
withdrew  a  large-sized  pin,  considerably  corroded.     The  patient  thinks 
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that  some  years  sinre  she  swallowed  a  pin,  hut  never  experienced  any 
pain  from  it  except  at  the  time.  Now  is  it  possible  that  this  is  the  pin 
swallowed  ?  •  J.  P.  Jewett,  M.D. 

Lowell,  Nov.  \~tth,  1836. 


CASK  OF  POISONING  WITH  MURIATIC  ACID. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — From  a  desire  so  far  as  practicable  to  subserve  the  interests  of  so- 
ciety, 1  send  you  an  account  of  the  treatment  of  a  case  which  recently 
came  under  my  care. 

October  29,  1836,  a  distinguished  gentleman,  L.  F.,  took,  through 
mistake,  for  wine  of  antimony,  not  far  from  an  ounce  of  muriatic  acid  of 
the  common  officinal  strength,  without  dilution.  The  immediate  effect 
was  a  suffocating  sensation,  with  violent  burning  of  the  mouth,  fauces 
and  stomach,  which  continued  to  some  extent  for  several  hours.  The 
first  impression  was  so  great  as  almost  to  excite  general  spasms  in  the 
sufferer.  Soon  as  he  could  give  utterance  to  a  word,  he  called  for 
"  water,"  which  lie  drank  freely.  This  produced  a  momentary  allevia- 
tion. Being  at  hand,  1  administered  remedies  immediately,  and  he  vom- 
ited freely  within  five  minutes  from  the  time  the  acid  was  taken.  I  first 
gave  oleum  ohvas  3  *v.  to  sheathe  the  stomach  from  its  corroding  influ- 
ence— then  a  half  pint  of  milk  and  water  thickened  with  calcined  mag- 
nesia, which  is  supposed  to  be  the  best  neutraiizer  of  the  acids.  The 
patient  immediately  vomited.  Next  gave  ant.  tart.  gr.  xv.  with  ipecac, 
gr.  xx.,  and  followed  it  by  a  large  draught  of  the  magnesia  mixture  as 
often  as  vomiting  was  induced.  He  vomited  copiously  every  four  or  five 
minutes  for  an  hour  or  more.  During  the  first  20  or  30  minutes  there 
was  a  strong  acid  taste  to  the  ejected  fluid,  but  very  little  after  that  time. 
No  blood  was  perceived  for  several  hours.  After  a  lapse  of  two  or  three 
hours,  a  state  of  exhaustion  succeeded  the  more  active  symptoms,  with 
coldness  of  the  extremities.  Sinapisms  to  the  feet  and  epigastrium,  and 
warm  flannel  to  the  hands  and  surface  generally,  gave  relief.  Oatmeal 
gruel  was  allowed  during  the  night,  and  a  dose  of  oil  (oleum  ricini  gi., 
and  oleum  olivae  3i. — misce)  administered. 

Oct.  30.  The  patient  vomited  a  lar^e  quantity  of  bile  several  times 
during  the  night,  which  was  once  or  twice  tinged  with  blood — consider- 
able pain  is  produced  by  vomiting,  or  changing  his  position  in  bed — has 
had  no  stool.  An  injection  of  senna  and  ol.  ricini  is  administered. 
Very  little  faeces  obtained.  Patient  vomited  bile  two  or  three  times  in 
the  course  of  the  day. 

Evening.  Pulse  and  skin  indicate  some  febrile  excitement.  Vene- 
section is  performed,  and  ol.  ricini  3  i.  with  creosote  gut.  i.  administered, 
and  a  blister  applied  to  the  epigastric  region.  Free  discharges  by  stool 
were  obtained. 

31.  The  febrile  symptoms  are  alleviated.  After  this  time  the  treat- 
ment consisted  of  common  antiphlogistic  remedies,  allowing  lemonade  for 
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drink,  and  thin  gruel  for  nutriment,  which  was  gradually  exchanged  for 
clam  broth,  and  in  a  few  days  the  more  solid  kinds  of  food.  At  the  end 
of  a  week  from  the  accident,  medical  attendance  was  no  longer  requisite. 

Nov.  11.  Saw  the  patient  again — he  had  increased  his  diet  too  fast, 
and  felt  some  uneasiness  at  the  stomach,  with  nausea — pulse  feeble,  no 
inflammatory  symptoms — spirits  depressed — has  been  out  once.  Ordered 
a  cathartic  of  rhubarb,  followed  by  quinae  sulphas  gr.  ss.  in  pure  Mala- 
ga wine  twice  a  day  before  eating.  He  afterwards  improved  fast,  and 
was  soon  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  life.  S.  A.  Toothaker. 

Cambridgeport,  Nov.  23,  1836. 


BOYLSTON  PRIZES— AUSCULTATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir,— Please  correct  the  error  into  which  the  Editor  of  the  "  Select 
Medical  Library  and  Eclectic  Journal  of  Medicine  "  has  fallen,  in  stating 
that  the  Boylston  prize  was  awarded  to  Dr.  Haxall.  The  Boylston 
prize  was  awarded  to  Dr.  Holmes,  of  this  city  ;  but  the  dissertations  of 
Dr.  Haxall  and  Dr.  Bell  were  esteemed  so  worthy  of  honorable  notice 
that  the  Committee  awarded  a  prize  equai  in  value  to  the  Boylston  pre- 
mium, to  each  of  these  gentlemen  ;  a  member  of  the  committee,  with 
his  accustomed  liberality,  supplying  the  necessary  funds. 

Being  in  the  way  of  correcting,  will  you  tell  us  if  Dr.  Allen's  auscul- 
tation is  not  a  little  out  of  joint  (vide  your  No.  for  Nov.  9).  Is  not  a 
"  hollov/sound  "  the  "  natural  sound  "  to  be  elicited  on  percussion  of  the 
healthy  thorax  ?  Are  there  any  bronchial  glands  in  the  "  upper  part 
of  the  right  lung?"  What  is  a  puerile  crepitus?  Are  not  a  "distinct 
respiratory  murmur  "  and  "  pectoriloquism  "  in  the  "  apex  of  the  left 
lung  "  entirely  incompatible  sounds  ?  Dr.  A.'s  cases,  though  interesting 
and  valuable,  do  not,  I  think,  exhibit  a  specimen  of  that  most  rare  dis- 
ease, diffuse  gangrene  of  the  lungs.  Cruden. 

Boston,  Nov.  15,  1836. 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    NOVEMBER   30,  1836. 


[EYE  AND  EAR  INFIRMARY.— ANNUAL  MEETING. 

At  the  Annual?Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  to  the  Massachusetts  Chari- 
table Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  held  Nov.  3,  1836,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  Managers  of  the  Institution  for  the  year  ensuing  : — 

Robert  G.  Shaw,  Henry  Rice,  E.  Reynolds,  M.D.,  J.  P.  Bradlee, 
John  JefTries,  M.D.,  W.  W.  Stone,  H.  Upham,  S.  D.  Townsend,  M.D., 
Geo.  Hallet,  F.  J.  Oliver,  Geo.fcC.  Head,  H.JEdwards. 
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At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Manngers,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  officers  : — 

President,  Robert  G.  Shaw,  Esq.  ;  Treasurer,  J.  Wiley  Edmunds  ;  Sec- 
retary, Samuel  H.  VValley,  Esq.  ;  Surgeons,  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D., 
John  Jeffries,  M.D.  ;  Assistant  Surgeons,  Robert  H.  Hooper,  M.D., 
George  Bethune,  M.D.  ;  apothecary,  John  H.  Dix,  M.D. 

The  Institution  fraying  lately  bought  a  house  at  the  corner  of  Pitts  and 
Green  streets,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  occupy  a  part  of  it,  for  the  pre- 
sent, to  receive  patients,  until  funds  sufficient  can  be  collected  to  furnish 
it,  and  provide  board  for  applicants  from  the  country. 

Whole  number  of  patients  during  the  past  year,  637.  Diseases  of  the 
eye,  513.     Diseases  of  the  ear,  124. 

With  such  resources  as  are  at  the  command  of  the  Legislature,  it 
would  be  honorable  to  the  State  to  give  this  excellent  charity  some  per- 
manent assistance.  On  the  score  of  economy,  alone,  each  town  in  the 
Commonwealth  would  ultimately  make  a  saving  in  poor-house  expenditures 
were  they  to  make  annual  appropriations  for  the  assistance  of  those  who 
might  be  restored  to  sight  and  to  usefulness  by  seasonable  professional  as- 
sistance in  this  infirmary.  The  people  of  Boston,  in  the  fulness  of  their 
benevolence,  have  reared  a  hospital  edifice  of  ample  dimensions.  But 
the  country  is  continually  pouring  in  its  blind  and  deaf; — hundreds  of 
these  pitiable  strangers  have  not  the  means  of  procuring  a  week's  lodg- 
ing— an  indispensable  requisite,  if  they  are  to  undergo  surgical  opera- 
tions. Money  must  be  had  to  feed  these  objects  of  commiseration — and 
is  not  the  claim  on  the  Legislature  a  most  just  one — inasmuch  as  the 
class  of  unfortunates  for  whom  we  plead,  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  State? 
If  the  indigent  insane  are  to  be  supported  wholly  at  the  public  expense, 
which  is  perfectly  right  and  proper,  the  blind — the  miserable  blind,  shut 
out  from  a  beautiful  world — simply  because  they  have  not  the  money  for 
defraying  the  necessary  expenses  while  receiving  gratuitous  medical  and 
surgical  advice  at  an  institution  which  has  become  celebrated  for  its  suc- 
cess, ought  no  longer  to  be  neglected.  Funds  must  be  raised — and  we 
sincerely  wish  that  an  application  might  be  made  to  the  General  Court 
the  coming  session. 


Practitioners  of  Medicine  from  other  States. — By  the  Revised  Statutes, 
when  any  person  who  has  been  educated  to  the  practice  of  physic  and 
surgery  in  any  place  out  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
comes  into  this  State  to  practise  his  profession,  he  is  obliged  to  present 
himself  to  either  of  the  Boards  of  Censors  of  the  Medical  Society,  as  a- 
candidate  for  their  approbation,  and  is  licensed,  provided  the  Censors  are 
satisfied  that  the  applicant  has  received  an  education  equivalent  "to  that 
prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  the  Society  to  such  as  are  educated  within 
the  State.  It  is  optional  with  the  Censors,  under  such  circumstances,  to 
require  an  examination,  or  grant  a  license  without  it.  "  If  the  Censors 
shall  unreasonably  refuse  to  examine  any  person,  who  is  duly  qualified  for 
such  examination,  they  shall  severally  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  such  candidate,  to  his  own  use." 


Vermont  Medical  Academy. — The  autumnal  term  for  1836,  of  the  Ver- 
mont Academy  of  Medicine,  at  Castleton,  closed  on  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber.   The  number  of  graduates  was  23.     The  number  of  students  in  at- 
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tendance,  97.  The  whole  number  of  students  in  1836,  was  176.  The 
whole,  number  of  graduates,  43.  In  1 835,  the  whole  number  of  gradu- 
ates, 48  ;  and  the  number  of  students,  141. 

In  future  there  will  be  in  this  institution,  two  courses  of  lectures  an- 
nually ;  the  Spring  Term  commencing  on  the  second  Thursday  of  Mqrch, 
and  the  Autumnal  Term  on  the  second  Thursday  of  August.  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Median,  by  William  Tully  ;  Sur- 
gery, Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  Theodore 
Woodward  ;  Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by  John  D'Wolf  ;  Anat- 
omy and  Physiology,  by  James  H.  Armsby. 


Medical  Matters. — A  valued  correspondent  at  the  South  wonders  we 
do  not  give  more  account  of  "  medical  matters  of  the  city."  He  im- 
agines that  among  such  a  phalanx  of  physicians,  as  must  necessarily  be 
congregated  within  the  boundaries  of  a  corporation,  there  must  always 
be  something  astonishing  to  relate.  Surgical  Operations,  if  nothing  else, 
were  they  given  in  detail,  according  to  his  ideas  of  the  magnitude  of  an 
individual's  practice,  would  make  a  weekly  volume  as  large  as  Mr. 
Burke's  plea  against  Warren  Hastings.  But  this  gentleman  is  not  alone 
in  over-estimating  the  medical  business  of  a  city.  The  fact  is,  there  are 
dozens  of  doctors  in  all  great  towns,  who  scarcely  see  a  patient  from 
christmas-time  to  christ mas-coming.  There  are  prodigious  Ramadams 
in  the  receipts  of  every  physician  engaged  in  city  practice.  As  a  general 
rule,  there  is  not  a  broken  bone  a-piece,  in  a  twelvemonth,  notwithstand- 
ing the  exalted  ideas  of  our  southern  friend,  in  relation  to  the  amount 
and  immense  profit  arising  from  the  exercise  of  the  art  chirurgical.  If 
it  requires  a  long  and  thorough  drilling  to  succeed  at  all  in  the  country, 
a  man  is  compelled  to  labor  patiently,  many  years,  in  a  city,  before  he 
can  command  his  daily  bread  in  exchange  for  prescriptions. 

There  are  medical  matters  enough  on  the  tapis,  to  be  sure,  but  they" 
partake  so  much  of  a  local  character,  that  it  would  be  an  entire  waste  of 
paper  to  record  them.  Then,  again,  like  all  objects  seen  at  a  distance, 
they  would  appear  small,  and  therefore  disappoint  those  for  whose  edifica- 
tion and  amusement  they  might  have  been  collected.  He  will  therefore 
excuse  us  from  undertaking  what  could  not  well  be  accomplished  without 
involving  ourselves  in  endless  disputes  upon  subjects  of  no  worth  or  conse- 
quence, but  which  would  sometimes  increase,  like  snow  balls,  by  rolling, 
till  our  humble  selves  might  get  crushed  under  a  mountain  of  our  owrr 
creation. 


Hospital  Operations. — An  anonymous  note-maker  asks  why  we  do  not 
give  minute  details  of  the  Saturday  operations  at  the  General  Hospital; 
and  why,  too,  he  further  demands,  do  we  not  relate  all  the  blunders,  and 
all  the — we  hardly  know  what,  beside  ?  In  the  first  place,  sir,  no  one  but 
yourself  has  discovered  the  blunders — and  your  competency  to  judge  of 
what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong  in  operative  surgery,  is  doubted.  Be- 
sides, we  have  a  faithful  reporter  on  the  spot,  whose  descriptions  may  al- 
ways be  relied  upon. 


Select  Medical  Library. — Dr.  Bell's  first  number,  for  November,  is 
widely  distributed.    The  lectures  of  Dr.  Armstrong  on  the  practice  of 
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medicine  are  begun,  and  are  to  be  continued  in  No.  2,  on  the  first  of  De- 
cember. Gentlemen  wishing  to  become  subscribers,  who  reside  in  the 
country,  may  transmit  their  names  to  this  office,  if  there  happens  to  be 
no  agent  in  their  neighborhood. 


Compensation  of  Physicians  in  the  West. — The  practitioners  south  of  the 
Ohio  river,  receive  much  better  fees  than  those  to  the  north  ;  but  then 
the  price  of  every  thing  in  the  former,  is  higher  than  in  the  latter.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  that  the  profession  is  on  a  better  footing,  more  respected, 
more  influential,  and  more  accumulative  of  property  in  the  valley  of  the 
Tennessee,  than  in  that  of  the  Muskingum,  Miami,  Wabash  or  Illinois. 
Nevertheless,  even  its  ablest  members  are  perpetually  leaving  it  for  more 
lucrative  pursuits.     For  example,  in  Huntsville,  there  are  two  or  three 

physicians  who  have  withdrawn  from  the  practice;  and  even  Dr.  F.  , 

who  is  generally  and  justly  acknowledged  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  pro- 
fession, in  this  Valley,  speaks  of  devoting  himself,  although  in  the  meri- 
dian of  life,  to  some  other  pursuit.  This  premature  renunciation  of  what 
men  have  laboriously  qualified  themselves  to  prosecute,  is  manifestly  not 
without  a  cause  ;  and  society  should  inquire  into  its  nature,  and  the 
means  which  may  be  employed  to  countervail  it.  The  period  of  greatest 
usefulness,  in  the  life  of  a  physician,  extends  from  40  to  60 — he  is  not  a 
man  of  wisdom  before  the  former,  nor  of  energy  after  the  latter  term. 
All  who  reach  the  one  should  be  held  on  to  the  other,  not  on  their  own 
account,  but  on  that  of  the  community.  But  to  secure  this  adherence, 
their  honors  and  emoluments  must  be  made  equal  to  what  are  gathered  by 
other  cultivated  and  laborious  men.  Human  nature  requires  this,  and 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  less. —  Western  Med.  Jour. 


Tincture  of  Copaiba. — A  correspondent  of  the  London  Med.  Gazette 
describes  the  following  as  "  the  least  nauseous  and  most  available  form 
for  administering  the  balsam  of  copaiba — take  twelve  ounces  of  copaiba 
and  six  of  calcined  magnessia,  rub  together,  and  then  digest  in  a  pint  of 
proof  spirit  ;  filter  and  add  half  an  ounce  of  the  spirit  of  nitrous  ether. 
Of  this  a  drachm  two  or  three  times  a  day,  gradually  increased  to  half  an 
ounce  at  a  time,  will  prove  a  sufficient  dose.  The  tincture  *vhen  first 
made  is  transparent  and  colorless,  but  assumes  an  orange  tint  on  keeping. 
American  Med.  Jour. 


Complete  Disappearance  of  the  Beating  of  the  Heart. — A  case  of  this, 
of  some  weeks  continuance,  in  which  tin;  throbbing  of  the  heart  could 
not  be  distinguished  even  by  the  stethoscope,  is  recorded  in  a  German 
Journal  by  Dr.  Rarnpold.  No  clue  is  given  to  the  explanation  of  this 
curious  pathological  phenomenon. — Ibid. 


New  Vermifuge. — Mr.  Oxley  recommends  the  seeds  of  the  Qnisqualis 
Indica  Rumph.  (Herb.  Amboin.  v.  71),  as  a  vermifuge  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession.  Four  or  five  nuts  pounded  and  given  in  a  little 
jam  or  honey,  are,  he  says,  a  sufficient  dose.  He  has  known  twenty- 
nine  lumbrici  discharged  after  a  single  dose. — Ibid. 
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JVJedical  Miscellany. — James  Brown,  the  Colonial  Apothecary  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  residing  in  Africa,  asks  tor  a  present  ot 
a  few  hundred  pounds  of  loaf  sugar,  to  preserve  the  native  fruits,  to  be 
sent  to  this  country.  Why  don't  he  collect  the  medicinal  plants  ?  —  Dr. 
Thomas  S.  Savage  is  going  out  as  an  Episcopal  Missionary  to  Africa. — 
Mrs.  Molt,  of  Medieated-vapor-bath-shampoo  memory,  has  arrived  at 
New  York.  She  will  doubtless  remove  to  this  city,  and  recommence  the 
exercise  of  the  gift  of  gulling.  Another  visit  from  the  City  Marshal 
might  have  a  salutary  influence. — It  is  recommended  to  treat  inflamma- 
tion of  the  testicle,  by  compression. — Belladonna  is  advised,  topically,  in 
retention  of  urine,  strangulated  hernia,  and  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
uterus.  —  If  a  man  is  forty  years  of  age,  the  chances  are  equal  that  he 
will  live  hall' the  difference  between  forty  and  eighty-one  years — there- 
fore, the  duration  of  his  whole  life  will  average  about  sixty-one.  —  Speci- 
men numbers  of  the  Select  Medical  Library  and  Eclectic  Journal  of 
Medicine,  are  ready  for  distribution. — Dr.  Toothaker,  of  Cambridge,  is 
devoting  himself  to  vaccination — an  excellent  plan.  What  has  become  of 
Dr.  Faucher,  who  formerly  pursued  kine  pock  inoculation  ? — The  office 
of  the  cochlea,  according  to  Dr.  Weber,  is  to  enable  us  to  appreciate 
those  sounds  which  are  transmitted  through  the  cranium,  as  a  solid. — Dr. 
Bowditch  of  Boston,  has  an  important  work  in  press,  recently  translated 
by  himself,  from  the  French — of  which  more  anon. — The  plague  was  on 
the  increase  at  Constantinople,  at  the  last  accounts  ;  it  has  also  appeared 
at  Broussa.  —  Dr.  Imhoff  estimates  the  number  of  insects  in  the  world,  at 
5,000,000  species. — Suicide  is  prevailing  to  an  alarming  extent  in  Frr.nce, 
the  present  season. — An  unusual  number  of  persons  have  died  by  their 
own  hands,  in  the  United  States,  in  1836. — Dr.  Smith,  of  the  New  York 
Medical  College,  we  understand,  has  advanced  the  notion  that  the  cholera 
was  developed  on  our  globe  in  consequence  of  the  immersion  of  the 
earth  in  the  tail  of  a  comet  !  The  learned  gentleman  doubtless  believes 
in  Mr.  Lock's  telescopic  discoveries  in  the  moon. — A  German  Journal 
speaks  of  an  individual  whose  heart  has  not  beat  for  several  weeks — pul- 
sation could  not  be  detected  by  a  stethoscope.  Instead  of  trying  to  explain 
the  phenomenon  by  a  long  pathological  article,  why  not  say  the  man  was 
dead  ? 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  November  2f>,  37.    Males,  If! — females,  21. 

Convulsions,  ] — inflammation  of  the.  bowels,  2— bum,  1 — consumption,  7— infantile,  6— intemper- 
ance, 1— lung  fever,  1— fits,  I— inflammation  of  the  brain,  1  — dropsy  onlhe  brain,  3— scirrhous  stom- 
ach, 1 — accidental,  1 — old  age,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — typhus  fever,  2— bowel  complaint,  I. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

H.  A.  DE  WAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  tor  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  he  limited,  and  each  student,  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct  7,  1836. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  he  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry  ;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 
AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HENRY  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 
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DRS.  PATTISON  AND  DUNGLI^ON'S  NEW  WORK. 

THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  LIBRARY  AND  INTELLIGENCE,  devoted  to  a 
republication  of  valuable  works  of  the  profession  and  a  comprehensive  review  of  the  progress  of  Medi- 
cal and  Chirurgical  Science,  to  be  edited  by  these  gentlemen,  published  by  A.  Waldie  semi-monthly, 
and  furnished  by  Mr.  Jordan  in  this  city — free  of  postage — each  No.  to  contain  128  Hvo  pages,  making 
,  328  pages  yearly  for  $10. 

Besides  the  recommendation  of  the  Editors,  the  name  of  the  Publisher  is  celebrated,  in  connection 
with  his  weekly  Miscellaneous  Library,  for  his  liberal  enterprise  and  punctuality. 

Nov.  9— 3t    "  Address  W.  II.  S.  JORDAN,  J21  Washington  street. 

Letters  per  mail  must  be  post  paid. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  he  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ol  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
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On  Anatomy        ...  ----------  Dr.  Lewis. 


The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
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EXPLORATION  IN  PNEUMONIA. 

from  mi.  holmes's  eoylston  prize  essay. 

The  use  of  direct  exploration  may  enable  us  to  determine  the  existence 
of  this  affection,  when  the  general  or  local  symptoms  are  insufficient ;  or 
it  may  teach  us  its  stage,  situation,  extent  and  progress,  the  nature  of  the 
affection  being  ascertained. 

Sufficient  evidence  of  the  presence  of  pneumonia  is  not  always  afford* 
ed  by  the  rational  symptoms.  Cough,  pain  in  the  chest,  febrile  move- 
ment, may  be  owing  to  pleurisy,  or  to  pericarditis,  or  to  bronchitis. 
The  characteristic  sputa  may  be  wanting  ;  in  the  words  of  Andral,  "  at 
other  times  pneumonia  passes  through  its  different  stages  without  having 
been  in  any  way  announced  by  the  expectoration,  which  has  been  want- 
ing, or  without  character."  In  his  thirty-eighth  case,  the  expectoration 
was  suppressed  on  the  eighth  day,  and  did  not  return  during  the  rest 
of  the  disease.  In  his  forty-second  and  forty-third  observations,  where 
the  existence  of  pneumonia  was  proved  by  the  examination  after  death, 
the  expectoration  was  either  absent  or  catarrhal  ;  yet  one  of  the  patients 
was  seen  as  early  as  the  morning  of  the  third  day. 

In  such  instances,  if  there  are  any  positive  signs  to  denote  the  pre- 
sence of  the  latent  disease,  they  must  be  useful  and  important.  Let  us 
examine  the  phenomena  afforded  by  direct  exploration,  in  the  different 
stages  of  the  disease. 

A  slight  degree  of  flatness  on  percussion  is  now  recognized  as  a  sign 
of  the  first  stage  of  pneumonia  (engorgement — splenization). 

It  is  probable  that  the  manner  in  which  percussion  is  now  performed, 
by  means  of  the  pleximeter,  has  enabled  us  to  recognize  this  slight  de- 
gree of  flatness,  which  seems  to  have  been  overlooked  by  Andral,  who 
remarks,  "  Jn  cases  of  pneumonia,  the  sound  never  grows  dull  until 
about  the  second  or  third  day,  sometimes  later."  He  must  have  refer- 
red to  the  flatness  produced  by  hepatization,  and  consequently  have 
overlooked  the  less  obvious  diminution  of  resonance  which  precedes 
this  condition.  At  this  same  stage  of  the  disease  the  crepitant  rattle 
makes  its  appearance. 

Laennec  asserts  that  this  sign  always  exists,  and  from  the  first  mo- 
ments of  the  disease.  He  remarks  that  it  existed  in  all  the  cases  re- 
ported by  Andral,  in  the  Clinique  Medicale  (sixty-five  in  number), 
with  the  exception  of  seven  ;  and  he  adds,  that  at  that  time  M.  Andral 
was  little  accustomed  to  auscultation.  Of  eight  cases  reported  in  the 
18 
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Memoir  of  Dr.  Jackson,  five  of  which  were  fatal  one?,  every  one  offer- 
ed this  sign.  The  presence  of  the  crep'tous  rattle,  notwithstanding  it 
has  been  also  attributed  by  Laennee  to  two  other  affections,  pulmonary 
apoplexy  and  oedema,  is  one  of  the  most  decisive  signs  of  pneumonia. 
For,  with  regard  to  pulmonary  oedema,  it  is  rarely  idiopathic,  commonly 
accompanied  with  other  forms  of  dropsy  in  cachectic  subjects,  or  the 
sequela  of  pneumonia,  catarrhs,  or  measles.  The  rattle  itself  is  rather 
a  sub-crepitant  than  a  crepitant  ;  the  bubbles  are  larger  and  moister  than 
in  pneumonia.  The  other  affection  in  which  Laennee  found  the  crepi- 
tans rattle,  has  not  presented  it  to  some  observers,  as  in  a  case  which 
occurred  to  M.  Cruveilhier,  and  three  cases  seen  by  M.  Piorry.  We 
must  rely  on  the  local  and  general  symptoms  to  distinguish  the  two  af- 
fections, particularly  the  existence  of  haemorrhage,  and  the  absence  of 
strong  febrile  action  in  the  case  of  pulmonary  apoplexy.  In  a  disease 
then  which  has  recently  attacked  a  person,  previously  well,  and  is  ac- 
companied with  cough  and  distinct  febrile  movement,  the  existence  of 
the  two  signs  which  have  been  mentioned,  slight  flatness  on  percussion, 
and  the  crepitous  rattle,  can  leave  no  doubt  that  the  substance  of  the 
lungs  is  inflamed.  There  is  no  question  that  mistakes  have  been  com- 
mitted not  unfrequently  with  regard  to  the  characters  and  the  presence 
of  the  latter  sign  ;  and  I  recall  one  in  which  such  was  probably  the  case, 
from  the  observer's  not  being  sufficiently  familiar  with  this  peculiar  rattle. 
If  the  examiner  is  well  acquainted  with  this  rattle  by  having  studied  it 
upon  well-marked  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  those  which  resemble  it,  in 
distinctly  characterized  instances  of  bronchitis,  he  will  find  few  cases  in 
which  his  ear  will  not  at  once  decide  on  the  nature  of  the  disease  from 
this  single  phenomenon.  We  are  assisted  in  forming  our  opinion,  by 
observing  whether  a  doubtful  rattle  is  heard  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the 
chest ;  for,  as  Louis  remarks,  pneumonia  is  commonly  confined  to  one 
side,  while  catarrh  ordinarily  exists  on  both. 

The  second  stage  of  pneumonia,  that  of  hepatization,  is  distinguished 
by  signs  proportionate  to  the  singular  change  of  structure  undergone 
by  the  pulmonary  tissue.  The  sound  on  percussion  is  entirely  flat — 
"  tanquam  percussi  femoris." 

The  natural  murmur  is  suppressed  and  gives  place  to  the  bronchial  or 
tubular  respiration;  the  voice  is  heard  with  unnatural  force  over  the 
parts  affected,  sometimes  with  a  startling  proximity  to  the  listener's  ear. 
We  have  previously  mentioned  that  the  character  of  the  increased  vocal 
resonance  may  be  that,  which,  when  heard  over  a  cavity  in  the  lungs,  is 
called  pectoriloquy.  If,  as  is  common  in  this  disease,  there  is  also  a 
slight  pleuritic  effusion,  the  voice  may  have  something  of  the  bleating 
character  which  is  found  in  pleurisy;  a  modification  designated  by  M.Bouil- 
laud  as  bronchoaegophony.  So  constantly  do  the  physical  signs  of  hepa- 
tization exist  in  pneumonia,  that  I  have  heard  M.  Louis  say  in  his  lectures 
lie  had  not  seen  a  case  during  five  years  in  which  the  affection  went  on 
to  recovery  without  this  change  having  taken  place.  At  this  epoch  it  is 
difficult  to  confound  pneumonia  with  any  other  affection  excepting  pleu- 
risy. The  entire  absence  of  respiration  at  the  points  occupied  by  the 
effusion,  the  presence  of  marked  haegophony,  the  dilatation  of  the  chest 
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in  the  latter,  and  the  crepitous  rattle  at  the  edges  of  the  parts  flat  upon 
percussion,  with  bronchial  respiration  and  bronchophony  over  the  parts 
without  resonance  in  the  former;  such  are  the  signs  which  will  generally 
enable  us  to  draw  the  distinction.  Mildness  of  the  general  symptoms  is 
strong  reason  in  a  doubtful  case  to  suppose  the  existence  of  pleurisy. 

The  third  stage  of  pneumonia,  purulent  infiltration,  has  little  in  its 
physical  signs  to  distinguish  it  from  the  second,  unless  it  be  the  rattle  in 
the  brouchiae,  owing  to  their  more  copious  secretions,  or  to  the  pas 
poured  into  them  at  this  epoch  of  the  disease.  We  are  obliged  to  form 
our  opinion  principally  from  the  date  of  the  disease  and  the  character  of 
the  expectoration.  With  regard  to  abscesses  after  pneumonia,  as  they 
are  so  rare  as  to  form  pathological  curiosities,  we  need  hardly  fear  mis- 
taking them  for  tubercular  cavities,  with  which  their  physical  signs  must 
agree  substantially. 

The  resolution  of  the  disease  is  announced  by  the  return  of  the  crepi- 
tant rattle  at  the  points  from  which  it  had  disappeared  during  hepatiza- 
tion, and  of  the  vesicular  murmur,  with  the  gradual  diminution  of  the 
flatness  on  percussion,  the  bronchial  respiration  and  bronchophony. 
The  two  last  phenomena  sometimes  persist  a  long  time  after  the  activity 
of  the  disease  has  subsided.  I  have  indeed  seen  it  long  after  con- 
valescence was  fully  established.  In  these  instances,  there  is  probably 
an  engorged  or  oedematous  state  of  the  lungs.  At  this  period  M.  Louis 
is  in  the  habit  of  applying  a  plaster  of  Burgundy  pitch,  which  has  seem- 
ed to  him  to  hasten  the  resolution  of  this  morbid  state  of  the  pulmonary 
tissue. 

It  is  clear  that  in  ascertaining  the  presence  of  the  physical  signs  of 
pneumonia,  we  also  learn  its  situation.  It  is  a  very  important  point  to 
decide  whether  it  occupy  the  upper  or  the  lower  lobes.  If  it  occupy 
the  former,  as  was  first  remarked  by  Andral,  and  has  been  confirmed  by 
Louis  and  Chomel,  the  prognosis  is  less  favorable. 

This  circumstance  is  attributed  by  M.  Louis,  to  the  age  of  the  sub- 
jects, but  it  seems  probable  enough  that  the  situation  of  the  disease  in 
itself  should  influence  its  issue.  Some  remarks  of  M.  Bouillaud  favor 
this  supposition.  In  the  case  of  pneumonia  complicating  a  tuberculous 
affection,  it  appears  from  my  own  observation,  and  the  cases  given  in  the 
Memoir  of  Dr.  Jackson,  that  the  intercurrent  affection  tends  to  attack 
the  superior  and  anterior  part  of  the  lungs.  In  one  instance  I  have  seen 
a  tuberculous  patient  struck  down  at  once  by  intense  pneumonia  occu- 
pying the  summits  of  both  lungs,  and  carried  off  almost  with  the  rapidity 
of  cholera.  At  the  anterior  and  superior  part  of  the  chest  on  both  sides 
was  an  explosion  of  crepitous  rattle  at  every  inspiration.  Although 
such  may  be  the  gravity  of  double  pneumonia  complicating  tubercles, 
still,  according  to  M.  Louis,  under  these  circumstances,  the  patient  often 
recovers,  whereas  it  is  generally  fatal  in  patients  previously  healthy. 
These  remarks  illustrate  the  importance  of  attending  to  the  previous 
state  of  health  of  patients  attacked  with  acute  diseases,  by  which  pre- 
caution we  may  often  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  antecedent  disease, 
which  materially  affects  their  prospects  of  recovery.  A  circumstance 
which  renders  the  utility  of  direct  exploration  more  general,  is  that  pneu- 
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monia  rarely  remains  profound,  but  it  arrives  at  the  surface,  where  the 
ear  can  detect  it. 

The  limits  to  which  the  physical  signs  are  confined  must  obviously  be 
those  of  the  disease.  These  are  often  pretty  exact;  thus,  it  is  common 
to  find  the  flatness  on  percussion,  bounded  anteriorly  by  a  vertical  line 
passing  through  the  axillu.  Other  things  being  equal,  the  gravity  of  the 
disease  must  depend  upon  its  extent,  and  therefore  our  knowledge  of 
this  extent  must  form  one  of  the  data  for  the  treatment. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  learn  the  situation  and  extent  of  the  disease, 
we  acquire  the  means  of  determining  its  progress  by  a  subsequent  ex- 
amination. We  may  follow  it  with  an  accuracy  which  shall  approach 
that  with  which  we  mark  the  progress  of  erysipelas.  As  the  limits  of 
the  disease  are  extended  or  narrowed  in  the  interval  of  two  examinations, 
we  shall  estimate  its  severity,  its  tendencies,  the  effect  of  treatment.  If 
the  points  first  attacked  undergo  resolution,  this  is  considered  favorable 
by  Chomel,  even  although  other  points  should  be  seized  consecutively. 

If  such  be  the  utility  of  direct  exploration  in  pneumonia,  even  when 
affecting  adults,  its  importance  is  more  absolute  in  the  same  disease  af- 
fecting children. 

In  a  memoir  upon  this  affection  by  M.  Rufz,  we  find  ample  testimony 
to  this  effect.  "  We  have  never  seen  young  children  expectorate. 
The  valuable  diagnostic  sign  in  pneumonia,  furnished  by  the  sputa,  is 
entirely  wanting  then  at  this  age."  "  As  to  the  physical  signs  furnished 
by  auscultation  and  percussion,  it  is  upon  them  that  the  diagnosis  ol  the 
disease  principally  rests,  and  we  conceive  that  before  their  employment, 
the  study  of  the  pneumonia  of  young  children  during  life  must  have  been 
very  obscure." 

The  signs  obtained  by  auscultation  and  percussion  were  very  similar 
to  those  found  in  adults,  in  children  above  the  age  of  six,  but  in  those 
of  early  age  they  offered  certain  peculiarities  which  may  be  briefly 
mentioned. 

As  in  them  the  pneumonia  was  commonly  double,  the  sound  on  per- 
cussion was  obscure  on  both  sides;  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  compare, 
not  the  sonorousness  of  one  side  with  that  of  the  other,  but  that  of  both 
with  the  healthy  standard. 

Instead  of  the  crepitant  rattle  there  was  commonly  a  sub-crepitant 
rattle,  with  large  bubbles. 

The  bronchial  respiration  was  rough,  short,  blowing,  without  vesicular 
murmur. 

There  was  no  bronchophony,  properly  speaking,  but  M.  Rufz  has  ob- 
served, while  the  child  was  crying,  a  sound  like  that  of  simmering  water, 
or  like  the  murmur  of  a  shell. 

These  results  are  similar  to  those  given  by  Dr.  Gerhard,  in  the  work 
we  have  already  cited,  and  were  derived  by  these  two  observers  from 
the  laborious  studies  which  they  prosecuted  together  at  the  hospital  for 
children  in  Paris. 

We  have  seen  then  that  pneumonia  may  be  but  imperfectly  character- 
ized by  the  general  signs  in  adults,  and  that  its  symptoms  are  peculiarly 
obscure  in  children.    We  have  seen  that  percussion  and  auscultation  re- 
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veal  its  existence  by  signs  often  unequivocal  in  themselves,  and  still  more 
decisive  when  compared  with  the  general  symptoms.  That  the  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  this  disease  leads  to  important  therapeutic  indications,will 
be  generally  allowed.  The  utility  of  blood-letting,  for  instance,  is  pecu- 
liarly insisted  upon  in  this  affection.  "  From  the  time  of  Hippocrates  to 
the  present  day,  pneumonitis  has  been  considered  as  one  of  the  disor- 
ders in  which  the  abstraction  of  blood  is  productive  of  the  most  unequivo- 
cal good  effects."  "  Some  theorists,  heretics  in  medicine,  have  alone 
dared  to  proscribe  this  remedy."  The  use  of  taitarized  antimony  in  this 
disease,  has  received  the  sanction  of  Laennec  and  Louis.  If  such  and 
similar  methods  of  treatment  are  called  for  in  pneumonia,  the  signs 
which  enable  us  to  distinguish  it  are  useful  and  important  in  medical 
practice. 

We  have  seen  that  it  could  be  distinguished  early,  and  this  renders  its 
signs  doubly  valuable.  Thus,  Cullen  tells  us,  "  blood-letting  will  be 
more  effectual  when  practised  in  the  course  of  the  first  three  days  than 
afterwards."  Andral  directs  two  or  three  bleedings  in  the  first,  twenty- 
four  hours,  if  the  inflammation  is  not  arrested.  Jn  the  same  connection 
he  speaks  of  cases  undergoing  resolution  by  the  use  of  a  bleeding  of 
sixteen  or  twenty  ounces  at  the  commencement.  Similar  testimony  is 
borne  by  MM.  Broussais  and  Chomel.  That  even  moderate  bleed- 
ing is  to  a  certain  degree  more  useful  when  practised  within  the  first  four 
days  than  afterwards,  is  established  by  the  tables  of  M.  Louis.  M. 
Bouillaud,  who  carries  bleeding  to  a  far  greater  extent  (mean  term  4  lb. 
9  or  10  oz.  ;  maximum  10  lb.),  ventures  to  conclude,  "  by  means  of 
blood-lettings  thus  repeated  one  after  another,  to  the  extent  of  four  in 
the  course  of  twenty-four  hours,  we  shall  scarcely  lose  a  single  patient 
with  pneumonia,  in  whom  the  disease  is  recent,  of  small  or  at  least  mod- 
erate extent,  and  has  not  yet  reached  the  third  stage  "  (purulent  infiltra- 
tion). I  introduce  this  statement  among  the  rest,  without  meaning  to 
stand  sponsor  for  its  exactness,  hoping  for  the  sake  of  humanity  that 
there  may  be  more  in  the  assertions  of  the  enthusiastic  professor  of  La 
Charite,  than  some  have  been  willing  to  allow.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  state  of  hepatization  does  not,  according  to  him,  prevent  this 
treatment  from  being  efficacious.  This  might  have  been  inferred  from 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  change  in  question  takes  place  ;  sometimes 
in  twenty -four  hours  of  disease,  as  in  a  case  J  have  witnessed.  We 
need  only  add  that  whatever  local  remedies  are  employed,  whether  de- 
pletive or  revulsive,  the  surest  guide  for  their  application  is  a  knowledge 
of  the  situation  and  extent  of  the  disease. 


EXTRACT  OF  BELLADONNA. 

BY  M.  ANTONY,   M.D.AUGUSTA,  GEORGIA. 

This  article  has  been  recently  brought  before  the  medical  public  by  sev- 
eral northern  practitioners,  as  a  new  discovery  for  securing  an  early  and 
easy  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  in  certain  cases  ;  and  practitioners  have 
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been  requested  to  test  its  efficacy  by  experience.  We  also  find  since 
the  publication  of  Velpeau's  Midwifery,  that  it  has  been  used  for  this 
purpose  for  a  length  of  time  in  France. 

1  notice  this  article  on  the  present  occasion,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
claiming  priority  of  discovery,  or  use  of  the  article,  but  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  bearing  testimony  to  its  virtues. 

Some  cases  of  rigid,  iron-like  hardness  of  the  os  uteri  had,  in  my  early 
practice,  greatly  perplexed  and  called  loudly  on  me  for  some  means  for  its 
relaxation.  At  length,  about  18  years  ago,  when  laboring  under  such  a 
perplexity,  I  reflected  on  the  power  of  Belladonna  in  dilating  the  pupil 
of  the  eye  for  cataract  operations,  and  determined  on  the  propriety  of 
resorting  to  it  for  my  present  necessity.  Considering  it  an  article  of 
much  power,  my  next  difficulty  was  to  determine  on  the  manner  of  its 
application.  On  searching  for  some  preparation  which  might  answer  the 
demand,  I  finally  adopted  that  of  Chaussier's  ointment,  which  I  prepared 
and  applied  to  the  os  uteri  by  means  of  a  vaginal  syringe,  truncated  near 
the  round  end.  I  filled  the  end  to  the  extent  of  about  1  inch  with 
ointment,  and  after  introducing  it  to  contact  with  the  os  uteri,  whilst  my 
patient  was  laying  on  her  back,  forced  the  ointment  out  of  the  syringe 
into  the  most  depending  part  of  the  vagina,  where  the  os  uteri  rested. 
The  syringe  was  then  withdrawn,  and  the  ointment  more  particularly 
applied  with  the  fingers  to  the  whole  of  the  os  uteri.  After  two  hours 
the  opposing  rigidity  was  found  to  be  yielding,  and  the  case  progressed 
without  further  difficulty.  Several  cases  have  since  occurred  in  which  I 
have  used  it  with  similar  success.  In  only  one,  was  the  second  applica- 
tion needed.  I  have  no  fears  in  its  free  application  in  that  way,  after 
the  liberal  use  made  of  it  in  those  cases  in  which  I  have  witnessed  its 
safety  and  efficacy. 

It  will  not  be  forgotten  that  its  use  to  the  eye  for  dilating  the  pupil  in 
cases  of  cataract  is  almost  universal,  and  although  this  organ  is  one  of 
proverbial  delicacy,  still  we  have  heard  no  complaint  of  its  injurious  ef- 
fects ;  and  I  have  myself  often  used  it  in  these  cases  to  my  very  great 
convenience,  notwithstanding  the  great  susceptibility  of  the  part  and  the 
concentrated  form  in  which  the  solution  of  it  was  applied.  I  would, 
however,  from  the  fact  of  the  unusual  inflammation  which  attended  my 
two  last  cataract  operations,  in  which  its  application  was  needed  for  a 
long  time  before  the  pupil  seemed  to  feel  its  influence,  inquire  whethe- 
other  practitioners  have  observed,  after  its  application,  a  degree  of  inr 
flammation,  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  good  preparation  and  other  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  supervene  ?  The  extract  used  in  these  two 
cases,  was  procured  of  such  as  could  be  obtained  at  the  time  for  those 
operations,  and  may  not  have  been  of  the  best.  Or,  as  both  of  these 
patients  were  old,  and  were  black,  it  is  possible  that  it  was  the  rigidity 
of  old  age,  which  being  hard  to  yield,  required  too  long  application  of 
the  article. 

For  many  years,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  recommending  freely 
its  use  to  my  private  pupils,  and  for  several  years  past  in  my  public  n 
structions,  under  the  name  of  Dilating  Pomade  ;  not  only  for  the  relaxa 
tion  of  the  os  uteri  in  cases  of  a  fixed  hardness  thereof,  but  also  for  pro 
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moting  its  more  prompt  relaxation  in  those  cases  of  labor  in  which  gen- 
eral convulsions  are  repeated  at  every  period  for  pain  ;  also  in  those 
cases  of  that  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri  which  retards  the  progress  of  the 
first  stage  of  labor,  and  which  is  the  most  common,  troublesome  resist- 
ance in  the  first  stage.  But  it  has  not  fallen  to  my  lot  to  have  an  op- 
portunity, when  it  was  at  command,  for  using  it  in  these  convulsions; 
nor  have  I  yet  been  informed  of  its  success  or  use  in  such  cases.  I 
think  it  worthy  at  least  of  trial. 

Chaussier's  ointment  contains  3ij.  extr.  Belladon.  to  gi.  simple  oint- 
ment. Prepared  Lard  will  be  found  better  than  the  simple  ointment, 
especially  in  winter. 

It  should  be  remarked  that  none  of  the  extracts  are  subject  to  greater 
variation  of  power  than  that  of  Belladonna,  as  we  find  it  in  the  shops 
— Southern  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


CASE  OF  FRACTURE  AND   DEPRESSION  OF    THE  FIFTH  CERVICAL 
VERTEBRA,  WITH  PARALYSIS. 

BY    B.   B.   STROBF.L,   M.D.,  OF   CHARLESTON,   S.  C. 

Sometime  in  the  month  of  September,  1Q33,  I  received  a  note  from 

Drs.  W          and  D  ,  requesting  me  to  visit  a  patient,  and  to  bring 

my  instruments  for  trepanning.  I  immediately  complied  with  their  re- 
quest. On  entering  the  chamber  I  saw  the  patient  lying  on  his  back  in 
bed,  with  his  shoulders  elevated.  He  was  a  negro,  named  Billy,  of 
about  40  years  of  age.  His  pulse  was  full,  soft,  and  slow.  There  was 
an  extensive  lacerated  wound  of  the  scalp,  a  large  portion  being  separat- 
ed from  the  cranium.  I  introduced  my  finger  into  the  wound,  but  could 
discover  neither  fracture  nor  depression  of  the  bone.  Respiration  was 
slow  and  laborious,  being  carried  on  entirely  by  the  diaphragm,  which 
caused  an  alternate  rising  and  sinking  of  the  abdomen,  as  the  air  was  in- 
spired or  expired.  The  patient  was  completely  paralysed  below  the 
shoulders.  Upon  pricking  various  parts  of  the  body  he  experienced  no 
sensation,  except  just  above  the  clavicles,  and  on  the  top  of  the  shoul- 
ders. He  complained  of  no  headache,  his  mind  was  calm  and  tranquil , 
he  conversed  rationally,  and  said  he  felt  no  pain. 

A  single  glance  at  the  case  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  me  of  the  nature 
of  the  injury.  I,  nevertheless,  asked  the  physicians  in  attendance  what 
operation  they  proposed,  and  with  what  intention  ?  They  replied,  that 
it  was  their  intention  to  remove  a  portion  of  the  cranium  corresponding 
to  the  wound  of  the  scalp,  for  although  there  was  no  fracture  or  depres- 
sion of  the  bone,  they  thought  the  symptoms  of  compression  on  the 
brain  were  sufficiently  great  to  justify  an  operation.  I  dissented  from 
their  judgment,  and  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  there  was  but  a  single 
symptom  present,  indicating  pressure  on  the  brain,  and  T  was  well  satis- 
fied that  the  cause  of  paralysis  must  depend  on  pressure  existing  in  the 
course  of  the  spine. 

In  order  to  bring  them  to  the  same  conclusions  as  myself,  I  first  re- 
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quested  the  patient  to  give  us  a  history  of  the  accident.  He  stated 
that  "  he  was  a  seaman  on  hoard  of  a  schooner,  and  that  bis  vessel 
had  heen  employed  in  getting  up  an  iron  chain-cable,  with  an  anchor 
attached  to  it.  To  accomplish  this,  two  blocks  and  a  tackle  were  useu 
—being  attached  on  the  one  hand  to  the  mast  head,  whilst  on  the  other 
they  were  connected  with  the  chain-cahh.  Six  or  eight  men  were 
1  bousing'  at  the  fall,  whilst  Billy  took  in  the  slack,  around  a  cleet,  near 
the  deck.  This  required  him  to  stoop  low,  with  his  head  bent  down  to- 
wards his  breast.  A  considerable  quantity  of  chain  had  been  hoisted  in, 
and  by  the  approximation  of  the  blocks  towards  the  fixed  point,  elevat- 
ed nearly  to  the  mast  head,  when  suddenly  the  strap  of  the  block  gave 
way,  and  the  blocks,  tackle  and  chain  descended  with  great  violence. 
The  patient  received  the  block  on  his  head,  whilst  (I  presume)  a  portion 
of  the  chain  struck  him  on  the  back  of  the  neck.  He  further  stated, 
that  as  soon  as  struck,  he  instantly  fell,  and  although  he  never  lost  his 
recollection,  was  immediately  deprived  of  all  sensation  and  power  of 
motion  in  his  legs  and  arms." 

I  next  proposed  an  examination  of  the  spine.  The  shoulders  of  the 
patient  were  carefully  raised  up,  and  I  passed  my  finger  down  the  spinal 
column.  On  reaching  the  spinous  process  oX  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra, 
I  discovered  an  evident  depression;  the  slightest  pressure  at  this  point  in- 
duced the  patient  to  complain. 

The  physicians  in  attendance  were  soon  convinced  of  their  error  of 
judgment,  and  satisfied  that  no  good  would  result  from  the  operation  of 
trepanning.  Indeed,  there  appears  to  me  to  be  but  little  difficulty  in 
distinguishing  between  pressure  on  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow.  Inde- 
pendently of  the  symptoms  which  indicate  an  interruption  of  the  cere- 
bral functions,  we  rarely  have  paralysis  of  both  sides  of  the  body,  occur- 
ing  from  pressure  on  the  brain.  Were  it  possible  for  pressure  to  exist 
on  the  brain  to  such  an  extent  as  to  paralyse  the  whole  body  below  the 
shoulders,  death  would  instantly  ensue,  as  well  from  the  interruption  of 
the  cerebral,  as  a  cessation  of  the  vital  functions. 

What  should  be  done  under  these  circumstances?  was  the  next  con- 
sideration. The  patient  evidently  could  not  live  many  hours  in  his  pre- 
sent condition.  The  prospect  of  relief  from  a  surgical  operation  was 
hopeless,  and  the  best  surgeons  are  of  opinion,  that  any  interference  of 
the  operator  under  these  circumstances,  would  be  useless  and  hurtful.  I 
advised  the  application  of  fifty  leeches  along  the  spine,  and  a  stimulat- 
ing injection.  I  again  saw  the  patient  after  the  expiration  of  a  few 
hours.  The  injection  had  passed  involuntarily,  and  the  bladder  having 
lost  its  contractile  power,  was  distended  with  water.  I  therefore  intro- 
duced the  catheter  and  drew  it  ofT.  He  was  insensible  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  catheter,  as  well  as  to  the  administration  of  the  injection. 
There  was  no  erection  of  the  penis,  which  according  to  most  authors, 
usually  takes  place  in  such  cases  as  the  present. 

I  saw  the  patient  early  on  the  next  morning.  He  manifested  not  the 
slightest  symptoms  of  returning  sensation — was  incapable  of  moving  his 
limbs,  but  perfectly  rational.  His  pulse  was  slow  and  languid.  The  in- 
jection had  passed  involuntarily  during  the  night — it  was  repeated.  Some 
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thirst — for  the  allay  merit  of  which,  he  was  directed  to  take  cold  water  in 
small  quantities.  The  bladder  had  again  become  distended  with  water, 
and  was  evacuated.  A  blister  about  two  inches  wide  was  applied  along 
the  whole  course  of  the  spine.  The  condition  of  the  patient  remained 
unaltered  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  about  48  hours  af- 
ter the  accident. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  patient  enjoyed  the  full  and  unin- 
terrupted possession  of  his  mental  faculties,  and  conversed,  rationally 
until  within  a  few  moments  of  his  dissolution.  The  whole  of  the  body 
below  the  point  of  injury,  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  dead,  for  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  yet  the  mind  continued  to  think  and  reason;  a  most  con- 
clusive proof,  that  the  brain  is  the  material  organ,  through  which  its 
manifestations  are  developed. 

Post-mortem  Examination. — There  was  no  appearance  of  inflammation 
about  the  brain,  but  some  venous  congestion.  The  lungs  were  in  a  nor- 
mal condition,  but  of  a  darker  color  than  natural  from  congestion.  The 
other  pectoral  organs  exhibited  nothing  remarkable.  The  intestines,  as 
well  as  the  liver,  were  sound.  The  internal  surface  of  the  stomach  was 
slightly  tinged  with  a  blush  of  inflammation,  and  contained  portions  of 
undigested  food,  which  had  been  eaten  before  the  accident,  evidencing  a 
partial,  if  not  a  total  cessation  of  the  digestive  function.  In  examining 
the  spine,  I  discovered  that  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra  was  fractured  at 
the  point  where  the  roots  of  the  spinous  and  transverse  processes  unite 
to  form  the  vertebral  laminae.  The  posterior  portion  of  the  bone  being 
forced  into  the  vertebral  canal — the  upper  portion  of  the  fragment  had 
been  driven  in  with  such  force,  that  it  not  only  ruptured  the  ligamentum 
dentatum,  but  had  made  its  way  through  the  proper  membrane  of  the 
spinal  marrow,  into  its  substance.  There  was  a  considerable  effusion  of 
blood,  and  evidences  of  great  inflammation  in  the  spinal  marrow. — Ibid. 


A  LETTER  OF  ADVICE  IN  A  CASE  OF  HYSTERIA. 

WRITTEN   BY  THE   LATE  DR.   RUSH,  TO  A  PHYSICIAN   IN  TENNESSEE. 

[The  followins;  letter,  we  doubt  not,  will  prove  acceptable  to  our  readers 
as  a  literary  curiosity,  and  will  be  prized  for  the  sake  of  the  great  and 
good  man  who  composed  it,  should  its  practical  importance  fail  to  recom- 
mend it.  It  is  characteristic  of  its  immortal  author,  whose  writings  have 
taken  their  rank  among  the  standard  works  of  our  profession.  The  con- 
sulting physician,  as  well  as  the  consulted,  has  been  called  from  the 
scene^of  his  labors,  and  the  patient  herself,  last  of  the  three,  was  releas- 
ed, several  years  ago,  from  "  'life's  fitful  fever."— Ed.  Transyl.  Journal] 

Sir. — The  case  of  hysteria  you  have  described  is  a  deplorable  one,  but 
not  new  in  the  annals  of  medicine.  The  remedies  which  appear  to  me 
proper  to  relieve  your  patient  divide  themselves  into  two  classes.  1st. 
Such  as  are  proper  in  the  paroxysms  of  the  disease  ;  and  2d,  such  as 
are  proper  in  its  intervals. 

I.  During  the  paroxysms  all  the  remedies  you  have  employed  should 
be  continued,  and  in  addition  to  them,  bleeding  (if  her  pulse  be  active), 
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cold  water  applied  to  her  whole  body  by  means  of  cloths,  and  injections 
of  cold  water,  or  of  a  solution  of  assafoetida  in  warm  water  with  liquid 
laudanum.  An  open  glyster  pipe  kept  in  the  rectum  often  gives  great 
relief  by  discharging  wind  from  the  bowels.  Mustard  applied  to  the 
feet  is  likewise  often  useful. 

II.  In  the  intervals  of  the  paroxysms  let  her  limbs  and  body  below 
her  thorax  be  surrounded  with  rollers  so  tight  as  gently  to  press  the 
muscles  and  abdomen.  This  should  be  worn  constantly  for  some  months, 
or  perhaps  years.  It  should  be  made  of  muslin  or  linen  in  summer,  and 
flannel  in  winter  ;  and  should  be  changed  once  a  week.  Van  Swieten 
first  suggested  this  remedy.  I  have  twice  advised  it  with  success  in  cases 
similar  to  your  patient's. 

2.  Attend  closely  to  her  pulse,  and  draw  six  or  eight  ounces  of  blood 
from  her  arm,  at  any  time  when  it  is  fall  and  tense.  When  it  is  reduced 
to  the  standard  of  health,  or  below  it, 

3.  Let  her  take  the  sugar  of  lead  three  times  a  day.  Begin  with  one 
grain,  and  increase  the  dose  gradually  till  it  amounts  to  six  or  eight  grains. 
It  may  be  taken  rubbed  up  with  gum  arabic  or  loaf  sugar.  A  little  opium 
may  be  added  to  it  to  prevent  its  griping. 

4.  The  cold  bath  should  be  continued  in  summer,  and  the  warm  bath 
in  winter.  Great  advantages  have  arisen  from  the  patient  in  such  cases 
remaining  from  one  to  three  hours  in  the  cold  water. 

5.  As  soon  as  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  an  attack  occur,  such  as 
you  have  described,  administer  a  puke,  laudanum,  or  draw  blood,  accord- 
ing to  the  state  of  the  pulse.  A  strong  dose  of  laudanum  just  before  an 
attack  (provided  the  pulse  be  not  full  nor  tense)  often  prevents  the  for- 
mation of  a  fit,  and  thus  gradually  cures  the  disease. 

6.  She  should  use  not  only  exercise,  but  some  gentle  kind  of  labor 
daily.  When  not  practicable  in  the  open  air,  exercises  or  arts  of  labor 
should  be  contrived  for  her  within  doors.  Both  should  be  constant. 
When  used  occasionally  they  do  no  good,  but  sometimes  harm.  They 
should  never  be  continued  so  long  as  to  induce  fatigue. 

7.  Her  diet  should  be  cordial,  consisting  chiefly  of  salted  meat,  and 
vegetables  rendered  cordial  with  spices,  or  simple,  consisting  chiefly  of 
vegetables — according  to  the  state  of  her  pulse. 

8.  She  should  go  to  bed  early.  A  matrass  should  be  preferred  to  a 
feather  bed.  She  should  never  lie  in  bed  more  than  seven  or  eight 
hours,  nor  sleep  upon  her  back,  nor  constantly  upon  one  side. 

Costiveness  should  be  avoided;  also  all  causes  of  inquietude  and  irri- 
tation of  mind. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  above  remedies,  I  am,  sir, 
respectfully  yours.  Benjamin  Rush. 

P.  S.    My  usual  fee  for  a  letter  of  advice  is  10  dollars. 
Philadelphia,  March  9th,  1807. 
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M.  Laugier,  of  the  Hospital  Neckar,  has  successfully  operated  for  arti- 
ficial pupil  by  a  new  method,  in  the  case  of  a  man,  60  years  of  age, 
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who  had  been  operated  upon  the  preceding  year  for  cataract  of  both 
eyes,  by  another  surgeon.  The  lenses  had  been  extracted,  but  with  an 
unfortunate  result.  The  coats  of  the  left  eye  were  collapsed,  and  the 
sight  of  the  right  one  destroyed  by  complete  atresia  of  the  iris,  the  cor- 
nea continuing  transparent  in  its  whole  extent.  The*  operations  general- 
ly employed  for  artificial  pupil  are,  it  is  well  known,  singularly  unsuc- 
cessful. The  vertical,  transverse,  or  even  crucial  incision,  hardly  ever 
answers.  The  V  incision  of  M.  Maunoir  generally  gives  rise  to  an  ef- 
fusion of  blood  which  mars  the  rest  of  the  operation  ;  and  as  the  cornea 
was  throughout  transparent  in  the  present  case,  the  detachment  of  the 
iris  from  the  ciliary  ligament  was  not  to  be  thought  of,  as  the  new  pupil 
would  not  have  been  central.  JV1.  Laugier  therefore  determined  on  di- 
viding the  cornea  as  for  extraction,  and  then  cutting  off  a  portion  of  the 
iris,  but  on  pushing  through  Richter's  knife,  the  aqueous  humor  escaped, 
the  iris  became  applied  closely  against  the  back  of  the  cornea,  and  the 
point  of  the  knife  became  engaged  in  the  membrane  ;  under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  thought  it  better  to  change  the  plan  of  operating  ;  and 
having  taken  the  depression  needle,  he  introduced  it  through  the  wound 
in  the  cornea,  and  making  it  act  as  a  lever,  he  succeeded  in  perforating 
the  central  part  of  the  iris  by  laceration,  with  little  effort,  and  without 
giving  rise  to  any  haemorrhage. 

The  operation  was  followed  by  some  little  pain  and  inflammation,  ac- 
cidents speedily  combated  by  the  usual  treatment,  and  the  patient  now 
presents  a  large,  quadrilateral,  irregular,  and  nearly  central  pupil,  and 
moreover  enjoys  the  full  power  of  sight.  The  only  question  which  can 
be  agitated  here  is,  did  the  cataract  needle  act  on  the  iris  itself,  or  did  it 
merely  lacerate  the  adherences  of  the  pupillary  edge  ;  the  author  thinks 
the  latter,  because  a  portion  of  the  centre,  which  before  the  operation 
was  pale  and  wrinkled,  has  now  disappeared. 

In  whatever  light  we  regard  it,  the  operation  deserves  to  be  repeated 
in  cases  of  atresia,  after  extraction  or  depression,  when  the  cornea  re- 
mains transparent  :  it  is  superior  evidently  to  detachment  after  Scarpa's 
method  :  it  is  much  more  easily  executed  than  excision,  and  is  less  liable 
to  be  followed  by  obliteration  than  incision. 

A  simpler  method,  and  one  we  have  had  recourse  to  with  success,  is 
to  penetrate  the  cornea  with  a  needle  instead  of  making  an  incision  with 
a  knife,  and  then  finishing  the  operation  as  done  byM.  Laugier. — Ameri- 
can Med.  Jour. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    DECEMBER    7,    183  6. 


PATHOLOGICAL  RESEARCHES  ON  PHTHISIS. 

Before  the  expiration  of  the  present  week,  an  American  edition  of  this 
popular  work,  by  the  celebrated  Louis,  will  be  in  the  hands  of  booksell- 
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ers.  Wi(h  a  view  to  calling  the  attention  of  our  professional  brethren 
to  the  merits  of  this  edition,  which  has  been  under  the  vigilant  supervis- 
ion of  Dr.  Henry  I.  Bowditch,  of  this  city,  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  his  preface  :  — 

"  This  edition  of  Louis's  work  on  phthisis  is  called  the  republication 
of  Dr.  Cowan's  translation,  and  such  it  substantially  is.  Yet  I  should 
feel  that  I  was  wanting  in  my  duty  as  editor,  did  I  not  make  the  following 
statements.  There  are  many  omissions  in  the  English  translation,  some 
of  which  are  not  very  important,  while  others  materially  alter  the  signifi- 
cation of  the  original  work.  All  of  these  have  been  supplied.  Dr. 
Cowan  has  also  fallen  into  some  errors.  7  hese  statements  are  mere  as- 
sertions, I  allow,  but  were  it  necessary  I  could  give  a  list  of  errata  ;  it 
is  of  little  moment,  however,  for  me  to  state  anything  farther  than  this,  that 
there-publication  differs  very  materially  from  the  English  translation." 

"  It  may  be  said  that  I  wish  to  excite  a  partisan  spirit  by  this  remark. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  wish  for  sects  and  intolerance  either  in  medicine  or 
religion.  I  wish  to  see  one  boldly  express  his  opinion  and  act  up  to  it. 
It  is  the  peculiar  charm  of  the  Numerical  School  that  it  invites  all  to  be- 
come laborers  to  advance  the  holy  cause  of  truth  ;  it  tells  all  that  if  they 
will  strictly  follow  its  rules,  success  will  be  the  result.  It  teaches  every 
man  that  he  ought  not  to  consider  any  principle  as  certain  which  has  not 
been  proved.  Dr.  Cowan  quotes  from  many  who  do  not  hold  this  maxim 
to  be  true." 

"  The  original  work  on  phthisis  was  written  and  published  before  that 
on  typhus  was  commenced.  This  is  the  reason  why  the  former  has  not 
such  a  finished  aspect  as  the  latter.  It  is  not,  in  fact,  so  philosophically 
written  ;  the  Numerical  Method  is  less  perfectly  displayed  in  it  than  in 
the  two  volumes  on  typhus  ;  but  it  bears  upon  its  face,  a  -  I  he  whole  of 
Louis's  writings  do,  mathematical  exactness.  Need  I  .say  more  than 
this  to  induce  any  lover  of  truth  to  peruse  this  volume  attentively  ? 

"  It  will  depend  upon  the  reception  these  works  meet  with  from  the 
public,  whether  the  translation  of  the  remainder  of  Louis's  writings  be 
undertaken,  but  I  hope  ere  long  that  the  whole  of  them,  which  have  not 
yet  been  published  in  this  country,  will  appear  in  the  present  shape." 


MEMOIR  OF  JAMES  JACKSON,  JR.  M.D* 

It  will  be  recollected  that  we  gave  a  notice  of  the  octavo  edition  of  this 
captivating  book,  on  its  first  appearance,  the  last  season.  A  new  edition, 
in  a  duodecimo  form,  with  the  addition  of  reminiscences  of  the  excellent 
subject  of  the  memoir,  by  a  fellow  student,  is  now  published  for  the  War- 
ren Street  Chapel.  But  it  is  destined  to  have  a  wider  range  than  the 
precincts  for  which  it  seems  to  have  been  designed.  It  should  be  the 
pocket  companion  of  every  medical  student  in  this  country.  Beside 
simply  narrating  the  short  life  of  a  young  man  of  vast  attainments  in  hu- 
man knowledge,  it  inculcates  those  high  moral  principles  which  alone 
lead  to  professional  usefulness,  distinction  and  happiness  in  this  busy, 
fluctuating  world,  and  to  eternal  felicity  in  a  future  state.  From  that 
portion  entitled  Reminiscences,  it  is  our  intention  to  draw  whenever  cir- 
cumstances will  permit.      While  it  furnishes  additional  evidence  of  Dr. 


*  Memoir  of  James  Jackson,  Jr.  M.D.,  written  by  his  father,  with  extracts  from  his  letters,  and 
reminiscences  of  him  by  a  fellow  student.  "  The  cross  and  the  press  are  the  two  great  instruments  for 
the  civilization  of  the  human  race.'''' — Famartine.    Boston  :  Hilliard,  Gray  &  Co.  1836, 
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Jackson's  acquirements  and  devotion  to  the  science  of  medicine,  it  also 
gives  us  a  true  insight  into  the  constitution  of  his  unblemished  character. 
He  thought  and  acted  under  a  deep  feeling  of  responsibility  to  society 
and  to  his  Heavenly  Father.  A  recollection  of  the  circumstances  of  his 
early  death,  and  the  calamity  which  that  solemn  event  brought  upon  a 
father  who  alone  could  have  educated  such  a  child,  is  always  painful  and 
melancholy. 


Mass.  General  Hospital. — The  operation  at  the  hospital  on  Saturday, 
the  26th  ult.  was  for  necrosis  of  the  os  femoris.  The  patient  was  a  sea- 
man, 21  years  of  age.  Three  years  since,  after  having  been  repeatedly 
wet  at  sea,  he  was  attacked  with  a  severe  pain  and  swelling  of  the  right 
wrist,  which  subsided  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  after  some  slight  local 
treatment.  Immediately,  however,  on  the  cessation  of  the  pain  and 
swelling  in  the  wrist,  an  inflammation  appeared  in  the  knee  of  the  same 
side,  attended  with  great  swelling  of  the  adjacent  parts.  This  inflamma- 
tion lasted  him  about  three  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  an  abscess 
formed  at  the  outside  of  leg,  two  inches  above  the  joint,  opened,  and  free- 
ly evacuated  itself.  Two  months  after  this,  a  fluctuation  being  perceived 
on  the  inside  of  thigh,  an  opening  was  made  at  that  point  by  his  medical 
attendant,  and  a  large  quantity  of  pus  discharged.  These  openings  have 
remained  fistulous  since.  The  patient  has  had  some  use  of  the  limb,  can 
walk  a  short  distance,  but  with  great  fatigue  ;  his  general  health  is  pretty 
good.  At  present  the  diseased  limb  presents  the  following  appearances. 
Nearly  the  whole  shaft  of  the  os  femoris  is  enlarged  to  nearly  double  its 
natural  size  ;  the  cellular  membrane  for  4  inches  above  knee  joint  is  indu- 
rated, and  the  integuments  both  on  the  inside  and  outside  of  limb  drawn 
in,  presenting  on  their  surface  three  or  four  fistulous  openings,  com- 
municating with  the  bone.  Upon  introducing  a  probe  into  one  of  these 
openings  on  the  outside  of  thigh,  a  portion  of  dead  bone  can  be  detected, 
but  apparently  firmly  encased  in  new  bone  which  had  been  formed 
around  it. 

Previous  to  the  operation,  Dr.  Warren  remarked  that  in  all  probability 
the  new  bone  had  so  firmly  enclosed  the  necrosed  portion  that  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  remove  it.  From  the  great  desire  of  the  patient,  how- 
ever, to  have  something  done  to  relieve  him,  he  had  determined  to  make 
an  exploratory  incision  and  see  if  any  part  of  it  could  be  exposed.  An 
incision  three  inches  in  length  was  accordingly  made  in  the  outside  of  the 
thigh,  between  the  greater  flexor  of  the  leg  and  the  peroneal  nerve,  and 
the  bone  laid  bare.  As  was  predicted,  the  dead  bone  was  so  firmly  en- 
cased that  only  a  few  fragments  of  it  could  be  removed  through  a  small 
aperture  large  enough  to  admit  the  little  finger.  The  wound  was  dressed 
with  a  pledget  of  lint  between  its  edges,  to  prevent  adhesion. 

Dr.  Warren  afterwards  remarked  that  he  had  frequently  met  with  cases 
of  necrosis  in  which  no  exfoliation  had  taken  place  ;  the  dead  bone  seem- 
ed to  have  been  removed  by  absorption,  and  in  some  cases  where  this  pro- 
cess was  going  on,  small  membranous  bands  were  perceived  passing 
from  the  new  to  the  old  bone — apertures  existing  in  the  latter  at  the  parts 
where  the  communication  took  place. 


Medicine  in  Persia. — From  the  letters  of  Dr.  Grant,  we  have  very  curi- 
ous details  of  the  method  of  practising  medicine  in  Persia.    Every  man, 
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woman  and  child,  from  the  Shah  to  the  pipe-lighter  of  the  Farady  Bashee, 
is  ready  to  swallow  any  thing,  and  at  any  time,  denominated  medicine.  If 
they  are  not  really  sick,  they  know  not  how  soon  they  may  be  ;  and  prac- 
tising upon  the  prudent  maxim  of  the  miser — get  what  you  can—  the  con- 
tinual cry  of  a  Persian,  when  within  hearing  of  a  physician,  is,  like  the 
horse  leech's  daughter,  give,  give,  give  !  Dr.  Gi  ant  was  waited  upon, 
among  a  multitude  of  other  patients,  by  Mustafa*  Kulle  Khan,  a  man  of 
high  distinction  (the  son  of  so  great  a  man  that  the  king  took  his  life  long 
ago — very  complimentary,  by  the  way,  to  the  family),  who  desired  to  be 
cured  of  the  habit  of  chewing  opium — and  if  the  doctor  succeeds,  he  is 
to  be  presented  with  a  fine  horse.  A  Mahommedan  merchant  applied  for 
a  medicine  to  disguise  the  odor  of  wine  in  his  breath.  He  was  by  no 
means  original  in  this — as  very  many,  even  in  this  christian  country,  have 
sought  for  similar  relief.  Dr.  Grant  has  so  far  won  the  confidence  of 
the  Persian  nobility,  that  the  wives  of  two  Khans  sought  his  advice.  He 
successfully  prescribed  for  the  lady  of  the  chief  mollar  of  the  city  of  Oor- 
miah.  Even  the  harem,  which  in  the  East  is  a  sort  of  sacred,  not-to-be- 
seen  appendage  of  greatness,  has  been  the  theatre  in  which  this  gentle- 
man has  dispensed  medicine  to  the  relief  of  its  sickly  inmates.  He  is  so 
constantly  called  upon  professionally,  that  he  has  necessarily  been  obliged 
to  receive  calls  at  certain  hours,  in  order  to  have  personal  rest.  His 
closing  remarks  are  as  follows.  "  As  I  prescribe  in  such  quick  succes- 
sion for  so  many  different  cases,  I  find  it  difficult  to  keep  an  exact  ac- 
count of  them  all.  To-day  I  marked  down  forty-five,  which  may  be 
about  th?  average  number  of  my  office  patients.  Besides  these,  I  visit 
more  or  less  in  their  houses  in  the  city,  and  in  many  cases  ride  to  their 
villages  to  see  those  who  cannot  be  brought  to  me.  The  effort  of  mind 
and  body,  especially  of  the  vocal  organs,  necessary  to  examine  and  give 
directions  as  to  the  medicine,  food,  and  clothing,  and  general  habits  of 
so  many  different  and  often  complicated  and  difficult  cases,  can  scarcely 
be  conceived  by  a  person  who  has  never  made  the  attempt  to  hold  conver- 
sation in  a  foreign  language  but  partially  acquired.  What  I  shall  do 
when  it  becomes  sickly  here,  I  know  not,  as  T  can  scarcely  persuade 
one  to  call  on  his  own  physician,  and  it  seems  cruel  to  refuse  a  few  mo- 
ments attention  and  a  half  penny  worth  of  medicine,  when  they  may  be 
instrumental  of  relieving  much  suffering  and  often  of  saving  life.  I  hope 
we  shall  have  the  assistance  of  fellow  laborers,  which  we  so  much  need." 
As  we  have  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Grant,  it  is 
gratifying  to  bear  testimony  to  his  excellent  qualities  of  heart,  and  skill 
in  the  profession.  As  he  promised  such  medical  and  surgical  information 
as  his  opportunities  would  enable  him  to  collect,  a  hope  is  entertained  of 
receiving,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  something  new  and  curious  from 
that  section  of  the  old  world  in  which  he  now  resides. 


Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine. — The  term  closed  on  Wednesday,  16th 
of  November,  when  the  following  gentlemen  received  the  degree  of  M.D. 

John  Bahcock,  Dyspnoea  Exacerbans.  Erasmus  Darwin  Baker,  Enan- 
thesis  Rosalia.  James  Brown,  Ennnlhcsis  Rosa'ia.  Chandler  Burnell 
Chapman,  Hydrargyrum.  Charles  Dorion,  Pneumonitis.  William  Ben- 
jamin Donegani,  Cancer  of  the  Uterus.  William  Dorr,  Icterus.  John 
Ferguson,  Spurga  tosis  Puerperardin.  Abraham  Anderson  Gardner,  Cir- 
culation. Andrew  Conkey  Getty,  D. plclio  Sanguinis.  Henry  Edward 
Win.  Blake  Hall,  Synochus.  Alonzo  Ha:  low,  Arthritis  Podagra.  George 
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Francis  Xavier  Holmes,  Influence  oj  Imagination  on  Disease.  James  Ma- 
son, Strychnos  JYux  Vomica.  Robert  McKenz'ie.  Epilepsy.  John  Stephen 
Miller,  Phthisis.  Samuel  Potter,  Arthritis  Rheumatismus.  Benjamin 
Weeks,  Dyspepsia.  Bennett  Wing,  Dysentery.  Samuel  Sidney  Wright, 
JSledicine  and  its  auxiliary  branches.  Calvin  Sidney  Wells,  Hydrocepha- 
lus. The  degree  of  M.B.  was  conferred  on  Zenas  McCain,  Ophthalmia. 
Isaac  Spencer  Stackpole,  Bronchlemmilis. 

Chase's  Truss. — Favorable  mention  is  frequently  made  of  this  instru- 
ment, both  by  surgeons  and  patients,  and  it  affords  us  much  gratification 
to  notice  the  praise  thus  bestowed  upon  Dr.  Chase's  happy  invention. 
Several  specimens  of  the  different  kinds  devised  by  this  gentleman  were 
left  with  us  for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  persons  who  might  feel  any  de- 
gree of  curiosity  to  investigate  the  principle  upon  which  they  produce 
radical  cures  ;  but  not  a  solitary  truss  remains  on  hand. 

Singular    Wound  of  the  Abdomen.  An   anonymous  correspondent, 

whose  letter  bears  the  Barnstable  post-mark,  details  the  particulars  of  a 
severe  wound  in  the  abdomen  of  a  boy,  by  a  scythe,  which  should  by  all 
means  be  published  ;  and  the  surgeon  who  successfully  restored  the  pa- 
tient to  health,  would  confer  a  favor  on  the  profession  by  communicating 
the  case  to  the  Journal.  It  being  contrary  to  a  long-established  rule  in 
this  office,  to  give  nameless,  irresponsible  articles  to  the  compositor,  which 
might  at  any  time  be  cited  as  authorities  in  practice,  we  cannot  comply 
with  the  writer's  recfuest. 

U.  S.  Surgeon  General. — Thomas  Lawson,  of  the  army,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Surgeon  General  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  by  the  President,  vice 
Joseph  Lovell,  deceased. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Peirson's  communication  on  the  "  Operation  for 
Hare  lip,"  is  reserved  for  next  week. 

Died,— At  Newport,  R.  I.  Dr.  David  King. — At  Bellows  Falls,  Vt.  Dr.  Alexan- 
der Campbell,  aged  73. — At  Norton,  Samuel  Morey,  M.D.,  aged  78.  He  graduat- 
ed at  Yale  College  in  1777,  and  was  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army  two 
years  at  West  Point,  under  General  Washington. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  December  3,  28.    Males,  16— females,  12. 

Dropsy  on  the  brain,  4 — inflammation  on  the  brain,  1 — consumption,  4 — croup,  1 — inflammation 
of  the  bowels,  1 — scrofula,  1 — apoplexy,  2— infantile,  3— bowel  complaint,  1 — intemperance,  1 — in- 
flammation of  heart,  1 — typhus  fever,  1— burn,  1— cholera  infantum,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — palpitation  of 
heart,  J. 

ME D1CAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 
THE  Medical  Lectures  atBowDoiN  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  20th  day  of  February, 
1837. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Jedidiah  Cobb,  M.D. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  He.nrv  H.  Childs,  M.D. 
Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  M'Keen,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica.  by  Parker  Cleaveland,  M.D. 
The  Anatomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  Institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  diameter. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  Lectures  is  p>9.    The  Lectures  continue  three  months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September.    *  -  P.  Cleaveland,  Secretary. 

Brunswick,  Oct.  1836.  5t— Nov.  23. 

TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
H.  A.  DEvVAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  tor  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Devvar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct  7,  1836. 


292 


Medical  Advertisements. 


PROLAPSUS  UTERI  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO-A BDOMIN  AL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
Uoeri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity 
from  the  distressing  "  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  7U0  of  the  Utero  Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
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ON  THE  OPERATION  FOR  HARE  LIP. 

BY  A.  L.   PEIRSOJV,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Few  operations  afford  more  satisfaction,  when  successfully  performed, 
than  that  for  the  closure  of  hare  lip.  The  personal  defect  is  almost  en- 
tirely removed,  and  without  the  long  and  anxious  delay  which  belongs  to 
some  other  surgical  cases.  The  operation  has  been  long  known.  It  is 
well  described  by  Celsus.  It  might  therefore  be  thought  that  the  prin- 
cipal rules  of  practice  had  been  long  settled.  1  propose  to  examine  sev- 
eral of  these,  to  ascertain  how  much  is  really  established  on  good  au- 
thority, and  shall  venture  to  give  my  own  opinion  on  some  of  these 
points,  founded  on  a  considerable  number  of  operations  performed  at  dif- 
ferent ages. 

There  is  no  question  but  the  operation  is  an  indispensable  one,  butat 
what  age  is  it  best  to  be  performed  ?  Every  consideration  is  in  favor  of 
its  being  performed  in  infancy,  except  one  ;  namely,  the  danger  which 
attends  it  at  this  period,  and  which  adds  something  to  the  chances  of 
mortality,  always  greatest  at  the  earliest  period  of  existence.  It  is  im- 
possible to  estimate  exactly  the  degree  of  this  danger,  but  it  is  certainly 
very  small.  There  are  three  fatal  cases  mentioned  in  Tyrrell's  notes  of 
Sir  Astley  Cooper's  lectures,  but  we  are  not  informed  of  the  proportion 
of  these  to  the  whole  number  of  his  cases,  nor  of  their  ages  except  in 
one  instance,  nor  of  any  accompanying  circumstances.  It  will  be  gen- 
erally admitted  that  the  period  of  dentition  is  a  bad  one.  A  case  in 
proof  of  the  danger  during  this  period  is  given  in  the  lectures  just  alluded 
to.  Sir  Astley's  practical  conclusion  derived  from  his  experience  is 
summed  up  in  the  following  words,  although  the  facts  on  which  this  con- 
clusion rests  are  no  where  given  to  the  public.  "  That  prior  to  six 
months  there  is  danger  of  a  want  of  union  and  even  of  loss  of  life  ;  that 
from  six  months  to  two  years,  during  the  period  of  dentition,  the  opera- 
tion should  not  be  performed  ;  that  after  dentition  is  completed  there  is 
little  risk  of  failure,  either  as  regards  the  union  of  the  lip  or  the  life  of 
the  child."  vol.  2d,  p.  296.  Whatever  reasoning  there  may  be  on  this 
subject,  it  must  be  admitted  to  be  the  settled  practice  of  modern  surgeons 
to  perform  the  operation  during  infancy.  The  late  Mr.  Abernethy  has 
always  been  mentioned  as  an  eccentric  man,  and  his  lectures,  surrepti- 
tiously published,  certainly  confirm  this  character.  Nevertheless  his  opin- 
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ion  and  practice  as  regards  the  point  in  question  would  be  very  high  au- 
thority. It  is  difficult  to  learn  what  it  was.  He  says  "  that  it  should 
be  performed  when  it  can  he  accomplished  most  effectually  ;  and  when 
is  that  ?  Oh  !  there  is  no  doubt  that  when  persons  have  arrived  at  years 
of  discretion  and  reason  they  will  submit  to  all  the  control  that  is  neces- 
sary. But  we  do  it  upon  young  children  just  when  they  are  born,  but 
wherefore  ?  Not  on  account  of  the  child,  but  on  account  of  the  mother 
— the  mother  is  horrified.  Well,  then,  as  they  are  sleeping  so  much  of 
their  time,  and  so  on,  as  they  are  scarcely  said  to  be  alive  yet,  oh  1  you 
may  pare  off  the  edges  and  join  them  together;  but  if  you  do  not  make  a 
very  good  job  of  it,  it  cannot  be  helped — there  is  no  blame  to  be  attached 
to  you.  But  I  would  advise  you  never  to  do  it  when  a  child  has  got  to 
a  certain  age  so  as  to  have  a  will  of  its  own,  for  it  will  then  scream  and 
cry  and  tear  open  the  wound  as  fast  as  you  close  it.     1  have  resolutely 

set  my  face  against  performing  it  at  that  period  of  life  between 

their  second  and  third  year,  or  upwards,  until  they  have  a  motive  for 
submission  ;  and  that  is  when  the  child  gets  fidgety  or  uneasy,  or  when 
the  young  person,  I  may  say,  gets  into  that  state  because  it  is  deformed. 
When  vanity,  that  commanding  principle,  will  induce  them  to  submit  to 
pain  and  keep  themselves  quiet,  in  order  that  they  may  be  made  to  look 
pretty — then  is  the  time."  Lectures,  vol.  2d,  p.  350.  Another  modern 
surgeon  (Velpeau,  Clinical  Surgery,  chap.  39),  remarks,  "I  cannot  un- 
derstand why  so  many  writers  have  preferred  the  age  of  four  or  five 
years,  alleging  that  the  child  being  reasonable  enough  to  feel  the  neces- 
sity and  foresee  the  success,  will  submit  to  the  operation  with  more 
courage.  Experience  must  have  undeceived  them.  At  that  age  chil- 
dren have  just  sense  sutBcient  to  feel  and  remember  pain  without  reason 
to  support  it;  they  therefore  endeavor  to  avoid  it  as  much  as  possible, 
and  do  all  they  can  to  frustrate  the  operation."  M.  Louis,*  in  that  ad- 
mirable collection  of  original  observations  in  surgery  of  the  last  century, 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery,  discusses  the  operation 
of  hare  lip  with  great  learning  and  ability.  Having,  as  he  thinks,  ameli- 
orated the  practice  of  the  operation,  by  dispensing  with  the  twisted  su- 
ture, he  recommends  its  performance  at  an  early  age.  He  quotes  the 
opinions  of  his  most  eminent  cotemporaries  as  divided  concerning  the 
proper  age  for  the  operation.  Dionis  objects  to  the  operation  under  five 
or  six  years,  after  which  age  he  thinks  the  patient  will  be  amenable  to  argu- 
ment or  persuasion,  and  before  this  he  deems  the  lip  too  deficient  in  firmness 
and  thickness.  M.  Garengeot  maintained  the  same  opinions.  Le  Dran,  on 
the  contrary,  reprobated  these  delays,  contended  that  experience  dis- 
proved the  validity  of  the  objections  made  to  the  early  operations,  and 
stated  that  he  operated  with  success  upon  infants  at  the  breast.  Among 


*  The  Writings  of  this  illustrious  surgeon  appear  conspicuously  among  the  productions  of  the 
French  Academicians,  and  abound  in  valuable  practical  discussions.  He  was  "Commissary  of  Ex- 
tracts" for  the  Academy,  and  his  observations  were  collected  from  the  numerous  correspondents  of 
the  Academy,  arranged  with  reference  to  some  department  of  the  science  committed  to  him,  and  add- 
ed to  his  own  practical  observations,  the  amount  of  which  was  not  inconsiderable.  In  this  way  he 
constructed  his  memoir  upon  hare  lip,  which  was  commenced  to  he  published  in  1 768 and  continued 
to  1774.  This  production  Was  a  standard  of  reference  at  the  period  of  its  publication,  and  the  doc- 
trines inculcated  in  regard  to  the  apposition  of  parts  lecently  divided,  formed  an  epoch  in  the  treatment 
of  incised  wounds. 
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the  authors  quoted  by  M.  Louis  in  his  second  memoir,  is  M.  Busch  of 
Strasbourg,  who  published,  in  1767,  a  dissertation  in  which  he  established 
the  fact  of  new-born  infants  being  susceptible  of  having  the  operation 
performed  with  success,  and  asserted  that  the  sooner  it  was  done  after 
birth  the  belter.  He  supports  his  opinion  by  reference  to  the  structure 
of  the  lip,  its  greater  vascularity  at  the  earliest  age,  the  state  of  torpor 
of  the  new-born  infant,  and  especially  its  not  having  learned  to  suck; 
by  its  being  exempt  from  the  impression  made  on  the  external  senses, 
by  external  objects,  which  at  a  later  period  cause  it  to  laugh  and  cry,  and 
by  its  being  free  from  the  waywardness,  obstinacy  and  bad  education  of 
those  of  an  advanced  age.  He  asserts  that  the  wound  made  by  the 
operation  is  not  likely  to  be  followed  by  violent  inflammation,  convulsions 
nor  death.  He  contends  for  the  early  operation  as  obviating  the  disad- 
vantages to  the  nutrition  of  the  child  in  consequence  of  the  malforma- 
tion, which,  he  asserts,  sometimes  causes  a  marasmus,  and  finally  addu- 
ces his  own  successful  experience  in  operating  upon  children  of  a  few 
davs  old.  JVJ.  Louis,  in  a  supplement  to  his  two  memoirs,  confirms  the 
principles  of  M.  Busch,  and  adds,  as  an  additional  reason  for  an  early 
operation,  that  the  fissure  in  the  superior  maxillary  bone,  which  often 
exists,  is  made  to  close  more  readily  by  an  early  operation,  and  gives  ex- 
amples to  prove  his  statement.  (Memoires  de  l'Academie  de  Chirurgie, 
in  !2mo.  t.  3,  12,  14,  15.) 

In  the  first  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  pf  Lon- 
don, is  contained  a  paper  by  the  late  Dr.  Rand,  sen.  of  Boston,  recom- 
mending the  operation  immediately  at  birth,  and  detailing  the  particulars, 
of  two  successful  operations,  at  this  age,  in  his  own  practice.  He  thus 
describes  the  success  of  his  last  case.  "  The  child  was  put  to  the  breast 
a  few  days  after  (the  removal  of  the  pins  on  the  4th  day),  sucked  as 
well  as  any  child  till  she  was  weaned  ;  and  is  at  this  time  a  fine,  healthy, 
handsome  girl,  with  scarcely  a  trace  of  a  scar  in  her  lip." 

1  cannot  help  concurring  with  these  views,  and  recommending  the 
operation  at  the  very  earliest  age,  provided  the  child  is  in  good  health 
and  well  constituted.  Many  of  the  objections  made  to  the  operation  at 
this  early  age  are  certainly  groundless.  It  is  not  true  that  there  is  not 
consistency  and  firmness  enough  in  the  lip  to  bear  the  pressure  of  the 
pins  or  sutures.  And  compared  with  any  other  period,  anterior  to  teeth- 
ing, I  do  not  believe  the  danger  of  convulsions  or  death  is  any  greater. 
There  is,  doubtless,  a  degree  of  danger,  which  must  be  encountered 
in  all  such  operations  during  infancy  ;  but  ought  this  to  weigh  against 
the  parental  distress  and  anxiety,  the  risk  of  defective  nutrition,  the 
imperfect  ossification  of  the  maxillary  bone,  and  the  defective  pronuncia- 
tion, which  are  the  probable  or  certain  consequences  of  delay  ? 

Case  I.  On  the  6th  of  July,  1831,  one  of  my  patients  was  deliver- 
ed of  a  healthy  female  infant,  with  a  simple  fissure  of  the  upper  lip. 
On  the  7th,  I  performed  the  operation  in  the  usual  manner,  with  hare 
lip  pins.  On  the  10th,  the  pins  and  all  the  dressing  were  finally  removed. 
The  child  was  put  to  breast  on  the  eighth  day  from  its  birth,  and  nursed 
as  well  as  any  infant.  At  the  present  time  the  cicatrix  is  so  much  ef- 
faced, she  has  scarcely  a  perceptible  deformity  in? the  lip.  One  great 
advantage  in  an  early  operation  in  this  case  was  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
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circumstance  never  got  abroad,  and  the  parents  were  not  annoyed  by  the 
officious  inquiries  of  their  friends  and  neighbors. 

Case  II.  Feb.  21,  1836,  1  performed  the  operation  on  a  child,  born  the 
day  previous,  who  had  a  fissure  extending  through  the  superior  maxillary 
bone  and  soft  palate.  The  union  was  completed  in  three  days,  and  the  pins 
removed.  The  air  admitted  through  the  aperture  of  the  superior  max- 
illary bone  prevents  the  possibility  of  forming  a  vacuum  in  the  mouth, 
and  of  course  the  child  cannot  muse,  but  it  swallows  much  better  than  it 
could  do  on  the  day  of  its  birth,  and  is  a  fine  thriving  child.  I  consider 
the  operation  in  this  case  as  of  great  importance  in  facilitating  the  ossific 
union  of  the  palatine  bones. 

It  often  happens  that  a  projecting  portion  of  the  superior  maxillary 
bone  protrudes  at  the  divided  part  of  the  lip,  and  interferes  with  the  ad- 
justment of  the  edges  of  the  fissure.  In  operating  upon  children  of  two 
years  old  and  upward,  I  have  been  obliged  to  remove  this  part,  with 
the  loss  of  two  or  three  incisor  teeth.  But  in  infants  previous  to  the 
age  of  teething,  I  believe  this  is  never  necessary.  A  moderate  degree 
of  pressure,  while  the  bones  are  soft,  will  repress  the  growth  of  the  part, 
and  the  moderate  traction  of  the  united  skin  will  bring  the  opposing  sur- 
faces of  bone  into  contact  before  the  deformity  can  have  become  very 
great.  If  a  healthy  child  is  operated  upon  the  day  after  it  is  born,  it 
will  probably  be  entirely  recovered  at  the  end  of  a  week,  and  during  the 
first  week  of  infancy  a  child  is  rarely  attacked  by  any  of  the  disorders 
of  infancy.  Aphthae,  as  far  as  I  have  observed,  almost  never  appears 
within  this  period  ;  I  am  quite  sure  I  have  never  seen  it  during  the  first 
four  days  of  life,  when  it  would  be  of  most  injury  in  the  case  supposed  ; 
for  after  the  sutures  are  removed,  if  the  union  is  perfect,  even  aphthous 
exudation  would  not  be  likely  to  destroy  it ;  whereas  if  this  disease  oc- 
curred immediately  after  the  operation,  it  would  imminently  hazard  its 
success.  The  same  remark  will  apply,  in  a  degree,  to  coryza,  and  ca- 
tarrhal affections  generally,  although  these  do  sometimes  occur  immedi- 
ately after  birth.  If  the  operation  is  performed  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  it  is  perfectly  practicable  to  keep  the 
mother  ignorant  of  all  the  circumstances  till  she  can  be  informed  that  the 
steps  necessary  to  remedy  the  deformity  have  been  completed.  Roon- 
huysen,  a  Dutch  authority  quoted  by  Louis,  counsels  that  infants  should 
be  kept  awake  through  the  whole  twenty-four  hours  pievious  to  per- 
forming the  operation,  in  order  that  they  may  fall  asleep  immediately 
afterwards.  This  is  manifestly  bad  advice  ;  as  it  tends  to  disorder  the 
general  health,  and  is  entirely  unnecessary  in  the  first  week,  as  dming 
that  period  the  child  almost  invariably  passes  nearly  the  whole  of  its 
time  in  sleep. 

Can  it  be  said  that  the  mode  of  performing  the  operation  is  better 
settled  than  the  time?  M.  Louis  fairly  exposes  the  mistake  made  by 
surgeons  before  his  time,  with  regard  to  loss  of  substance  in  the  lip. 
He  contends,  first,  that  there  is  no  loss  of  substance  ;  and  second,  that 
the  retracting  powers  which  separate  the  parts  are  not  at  the  margins 
of  the  fissure,  but  at  the  sides  of  the  cheeks.  On  these  principles  he 
founds  his  practice,  which  is,  after  incising  the  edges,  to  bring  the  parts 
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together  by  adhesive  plasters  and  cushions  applied  to  the  cheeks,  and 
kept  in  place  by  narrow  bandages,  applied  in  the  form  of  a  roller  and 
secured  to  the  cap.  He  passed  a  single  suture,  with  a  crooked  needle, 
at  the  junction  of  the  free  edges  of  the  lip,  which  he  tied  with  a  sur- 
geon's knot,  i.  e.  a  single  knot  made  by  two  spiral  turns  of  the  thread. 
He  describes  all  his  proceedings  with  commendable  minuteness.  M. 
Louis  generally  conducted  his  cases  to  a  successful  issue,  but  they  cer- 
tainly required  more  minute  watching,  and  were  longer  under  treatment, 
than  if  he  had  depended  on  sutures.  His  13th  observation  is  a  very  in- 
structive one,  and  shows  cleaily  the  insufficiency  of  mere  pressure  to 
secure  the  apposition  of  the  incised  edges.  The  case  was  that  of  a  girl 
three  years  old.  The  parts  were  approximated  by  the  uniting  ban- 
dages, and  every  thing  remained  well  till  the  morning  of  the  second  day. 
As  soon  as  M.  Louis  made  his  appearance  before  the  child,  to  examine 
the  dressings,  the  child  cried  so  boisterously  that  the  surgeon  was  obliged 
to  relinquish  his  purpose  and  send  some  one  as  a  substitute  who  was  less 
odious  to  the  patient.  The  parts  exhibited  a  degree  of  separation. 
On  the  fourth  day  it  became  necessary  to  change  the  bandages.  It  was 
now  found  that  the  child's  crying  paitially  disunited  the  edges.  The 
bandage  controlled  this  effect.  On  the  sixth  day  M.  Louis  got  an  op- 
portunity to  examine  the  child  while  asleep,  when  he  found  that  she 
kept  her  tongue  thrust  beneath  the  lip,  into  the  fissure,  which  the  mother 
said  was  an  old  habit.  As  soon  as  the  child  awoke  and  recognized  him, 
she  set  herself  to  scream,  as  M.  Louis  quaintly  expresses  it,  "conmie 
une  grande  personne  q'on  auroit  voulu  egorger."  This  antipathy  com- 
pelled M.  Louis  to  relinquish  the  case  to  the  nurse,  who  finished  the 
treatment  with  much  greater  success  than  M.  Louis  anticipated,  with 
some  strips  of  adhesive  plaster.  The  details  of  this  case  perfectly  illus- 
trate the  difficulties  which  occur  from  waiting  till  the  subject  is  suscepti- 
ble of  terror  and  anger,  and  of  depending  on  an  insufficient  degree  of 
force  in  counteracting  the  retracting  forces. 

It  is  now  pretty  generally  admitted  that  the  incised  edges  of  a  hare  lip 
should  be  approximated  by  a  suture  of  some  sort,  although  M.  Louis 
labors  strenuously  to  establish  the  efficacy  of  a  bandage  of  his  construc- 
tion. The  details  of  his  cases  show  that  depending  on  this  application 
alone,  exposed  the  patient  to  great  risk,  and  even  IV] .  Louis  was  prone 
to  adopt  the  application  of  one  suture  at  the  point  of  the  lip,  and  in 
fact  rarely  dispensed  with  this  precaution.  It  is  obvious  that  adhesive 
strips,  which  act  merely  superficially,  can  do  but  little  to  counteract  the 
retractive  force  of  the  muscles.  Some  excellent  surgeons  maintain  that 
the  simple  interrupted  suture  is  the  best  for  this  operation,  but  the  twist- 
ed suture  has  on  the  whole  most  advocates.  JVIy  reasons  for  preferring 
it  are,  that  it  is  effectual  in  resisting  the  retraction  of  a  much  larger  por- 
tion of  muscular  substance  than  the  simple  suture,  and  consequently 
brings  into  contact  more  points  of  the  incised  surface.  This  it  does  by 
the  pressure  of  the  thread  for  some  distance  around  the  pin,  while  the 
simple  suture  operates  on  one  point  only.  The  twisted  suture,  likewise, 
is  the  only  means  that  can  be  relied  upon  to  prevent  the  child  from  thrust- 
ing the  tongue  between  the  edges  of  the  division,  as  once  occurred  in  a 
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ease  mentioned  by  M.  Louis.  Of  the  pins  proper  to  use,!  prefer  straight, 
silver  pins  with  speac- pointed,  steel  heads.  I  have  repeatedly  tried,  at 
the  recommendation  of  some  of  my  surgical  friends,  the  common  sewing 
needles,  annealed  in  the  flame  of  a  candle.  But  they  do  not  appear  to  me 
to  enter  with  as  much  facility,  and  1  am  not  sure  that  the  mark  which 
they  leave  is  not  quite  as  conspicuous. 

Surgeons  are  divided  in  their  preference  of  the  scissors  or  the  bistoury. 
M.  Louis  denounces,  in  set  terms,  the  use  of  scissors.  He  prefers  the 
bistoury  with  a  bit  of  card  paper  placed  between  the  lip  and  the  gums, 
to  cut  upon.  Enaux  of  Dijon,  quoted  by  M.  Roux,  Medecine  Operatoire, 
torn.  2,  443,  has  the  following  expedient.  He  fixes  the  lip  to  be  operat- 
ed upon,  to  a  piece  of  cork  placed  under  it,  by  means  of  three  pins,  one 
at  the  commissure  of  the  hare  lip  and  one  at  each  of  its  inferior  angles. 
M.  Roux  prefers  the  scissors.  Experience  abundantly  proves  that  no- 
thing is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  supposed  contusion  occasioned  by 
the  scissors.  If  they  are  sufficiently  sharp,  the  contusion  is  in  fact  less 
than  when  the  incision  is  made  by  cutting  with  the  knife  upon  a  hard 
substance  beneath.  Mr.  Ben].  Bell  tried  an  experiment  upon  an  adult, 
of  cutting  one  side  of  the  lip  with  a  knife,  and  the  other  with  scissors. 
The  patient  decided  that  the  scissors  gave  him  the  least  pain.  A  point 
of  some  difficulty  in  the  use  of  the  scissors  is  the  holding  of  the  edge 
of  the  lip  on  the  left  side.  Those  whose  thumb  and  finger  nails  are  not 
sufficiently  projecting  for  this  purpose,  will  find  a  great  convenience  in 
the  use  of  a  forceps  with  the  blades  terminating  in  bent  points,  and 
which  cause  less  pain  than  the  passing  a  curved  needle  and  thread 
through  the  angle  of  the  lip,  as  practised  by  Dubois  and  Roux. 

In  adults  the  application  of  bandages  and  compresses  to  the  cheeks  to 
overcome  the  retracting  force  of  the  muscles,  may  be  employed  to  ad- 
vantage. But  in  infants,  the  adjustment  of  bandages  and  compresses  is 
much  more  difficult,  and  greatly  contributes  to  increase  that  restlessness 
which  is  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  successful  union.  The  only  additional 
means  which  I  have  of  late  years  made  use  of,  after  the  insertion  of  the  pins, 
isa  uniting  bandage  made  of  fourstripsof  cambric,  half  an  inch  wide  and 
three  inches  long,  connected  together  by  threads  of  an  inch  and  a  half  long, 
which  decussate  in  crossing  each  other.  The  strips  are  spread  on  one  side 
with  adhesive  plaster.  Two  of  them  are  applied  to  the  cheeks,  and  the 
other  two,  which  antagonize  them,  are  drawn  with  sufficient  force,  and 
laid  upon  those  first  applied.  This  is  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  twist- 
ed suture.  Nothing  is  gained  by  allowing  the  pins  to  remain  too  long. 
After  the  third  day,  the  ulceration  which  goes  on  around  them  dimin- 
ishes their  effect  in  keeping  up  the  coaptation  of  the  edges,  and  renders 
the  mark  which  they  leave  on  healing  disagreeably  large.  In  all  ordina- 
ry cases,  certainly,  they  ought  to  be  removed  when  they  have  remained 
seventy-two  hours.  After  their  removal,  the  uniting  bandage  may  be 
applied  with  great  confidence  in  the  security  it  will  afford. 

A  failure  of  union  after  the  operation  for  hare  lip  is  very  rare,  but  it 
not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  newly  formed  union  is  destroyed  by- 
some  accident  or  want  of  care.  M.  Le  Dran  saw  a  case,  successfully 
united,  spoiled  by  laughing,  and  M.  de  la  Faye  relates  the  instance  of  a 
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double  hare  lip  on  which  he  had  operated  with  every  prospect  of  suc- 
cess. It  went  on  well  till  the  fifth  day,  the  day  preceding  that  on  which 
he  intended  to  remove  the  pins.  The  fruits  of  the  operation  were  lost 
by  the  inadvertence  of  the  boy's  father,  who  opened  his  snuff-box  near 
his  son's  bed,  causing  him  to  sneeze  violently  fifteen  or  twenty  times. 
The  next  day  the  dressings  were  found  in  great  disorder.  One  of  the 
pins  was  torn  out,  and  the  other  nearly  so.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
lip  luckily  had  united  ;  the  cure  was  successfully  effected  by  the  inter- 
rupted suture  and  bandages.  (Mem.  de  l'Acad.  de  Chirurgie,  t.  3.) 
Prudence  and  care  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  the  child  is  committed, 
cannot  be  too  strictly  enforced.  I  once  removed  the  pins  from  the  lip 
of  a  child  ten  months  old,  on  whom  I  had  operated  three  days  before. 
The  union  was  complete,  and  J  left  it  with  many  charges  to  the  mother 
to  watch  it  closely.  In  less  than  two  hours  after,  the  child,  being  left 
alone,  raised  itself  in  the  cradle,  fell  forward,  and  striking  the  lip  upon 
the  edge  of  the  cradle,  burst  it  open  for  nearly  its  whole  extent.  Some 
months  afterwards,  having  removed  the  pins  from  another  case  on  which 
I  had  successfully  operated,  I  enjoined  upon  the  mother  the  strictest  care 
and  watchfulness,  and  in  order  to  enforce  my  remarks,  related  the  pre- 
ceding unfortunate  occurrence.  1  had  not  reached  home  before  the 
child,  being  left  alone  on  the  bed,  fell  off,  and  striking  the  lip  on  the 
floor,  burst  apart  the  adhesion  ! 

A  frequent  cause  of  failure  is  the  neglect  of  dissecting  away  the  con- 
nections of  the  parts  to  be  operated  on,  to  the  gums  and  maxillary  bone. 
Let  it  be  remembered  there  is  no  loss  of  substance  in  a  hare  lip,  and  the 
separation  is  caused  by  the  retraction  of  muscles.  To  overcome  this 
retraction  by  the  suture  is  comparatively  easy,  if  the  coaptation  is  not 
prevented  by  the  adhesion  of  the  'soft  parts  to  the  bones  beneath. 
This  dissection  is  oftentimes  an  unpleasant  complication  of  the  opera- 
tion, but  1  never  knew  it  followed  by  any  disastrous  effects. 

Case  III.  On  the  17th  of  May  last,  1  operated  on  one  side  of  a 
double  hare  lip  of  an  infant  three  months  old.  The  union  was  per- 
fect, and  the  parts  quite  healed  in  a  week.  On  the  5th  of  July  I  per- 
formed the  operation  on  the  other  side.  When  I  had  inserted  the  pins, 
I  found  the  strain  was  greater  than  \  liked,  and  I  tried  to  obviate  it  by 
compresses  upon  the  cheeks  and  by  bandages.  The  pins  were  re- 
moved, one  on  the  4th  and  one  on  the  5th  day,  but  the  result  was  an 
entire  failure  of  union.  On  the  24th  of  October  the  operation  was  re- 
peated. The  fault  of  the  preceding  operation  was  remedied  by  a  more  free 
dissection,  and  when  the  pins  were  inserted  the  edges  were  brought  together 
without  the  least  straining.  I  have  not  seen  the  child  since,  but  a  medi- 
cal friend,  whose  patient  it  was,  writes  me  that  the  operation  was  entirely 
successful,  and  the  child  has  a  very  smooth  lip.  The  unsuccessful  op- 
eration contributed  to  the  final  success,  as  by  its  means  the  lip  was  par- 
tially freed  from  its  attachments,  and  less  injury  resulted  from  the  subse- 
quent dissection. 

M.  Roux  prefers  operating  on  both  sides  of  a  double  hare  lip  at  the 
same  time,  but  I  think  without  good  reason.  For  the  first  operation,  in 
this  case,  is  as  certain  to  succeed  as  the  union  of  any  incised  wound, 
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since  there  can  be  no  muscular  retraction  with  a  fissure  still  remaining 
in  the  lip.  In  the  second  operation  the  chances  of  success  are  of  course 
the  same  as  in  single  hare  lip. 

It  is  still  a  desideratum  to  discover  some  better  method  of  overcoming 
the  retracting  force  of  the  muscles,  than  the  twisted  suture.  Celsus 
preferred  semilunar  incisions  in  the  cheeks  ;  but  this  does  not  appear  to 
have  been,  with  him,  anything  more  than  a  mere  speculation,  and  I  have 
never  learned  that  this  barbarous  expedient  was  ever  put  in  practice. 

Salem,  Nov.  25th,  1836. 


PATIENTS    ADMITTED   AT  THE  EYE   AND  EAR  INFIRMARY  FROM 
OCTOBER  30,   1835,  TO  OCT.  20,  1836, 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Whole  number  of  patients  637 
With  diseases  of  the  eye  513    }    males  263  ;  females  251 
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List  of  diseases  which  presented  themselves  at  the  Infirmary. 
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HOLMES'S  ESSAY — ERROR  CORRECTED. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir — Will  you  permit  me  to  correct  a  sentence  in  my  dis- 
sertation on  Direct  Exploration,  through  the  medium  of  your  Journal, 
and  thus  perhaps  save  some  other  person  the  trouble.  The  "  pictur- 
esque description  of  the  symptoms  in  disease  of  the  valves  of  the  heart  " 
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(p.  255)  given  in  TV  J .  Bouillaud's  treatise  published  in  1835,  may  indeed 
be  found  in  Dr.  Hope's  essay  on  the  disease  of  the  valves,  in  the  Lon- 
don Cyclopedia  (1834),  as  well  as  in  his  treatise  on  diseases  of  the  heart 
(1832).  But  it  is  of  a  date  anterior  to  these  publications,  for  I  have 
discovered  it  in  Benin's  "  Traite  des  maladies  du  coeur  et  des  gros  vais- 
seaux,  reclige  par  J.  Boidllaud."  Paris,  1824.  Thus  this  favorite  piece  of 
medical  rhetoric  appears,  after  all,  to  be  of  French  origin,  and  the  remark 
which  was  applied  to  M.  Bouillaud  belongs  more  justly  to  Dr.  Hope, 
who  should,  1  think,  have  given  credit  for  language  so  liberally  borrowed 
from  another.  Yours  truly, 

Boston,  Dec.  1836.  O.  W.  Holmes. 


EFFECTS  OF  INTESTINAL  IRRITATION  ON  THE   SURFACE  OF 

THE  BODY. 

BY  DR.   CUNNINGHAM,   OF   LAKE   PORT,   IN   THE   STATE   OF  ARKANSAS. 

In  1810,  I  was  called  to  see  a  young  girl  aged  16,  who  had  been  labor- 
ing under  ulceration  of  the  lower  extremities  for  the  last  year,  and  which 
had  resisted  every  treatment  which  had  been  tried  to  effect  a  cure. 

1  found  my  patient  much  reduced  in  flesh — of  a  sallow  complexion — 
pulse  regular  but  weak — tongue  clean — appetite  good — bowels  regular, 
complaining,  in  fact,  of  nothing  but  the  state  of  the  lower  extremities. 
These  were  truly  loathsome.  On  the  right  limb,  from  the  hip  to  the 
ankle,  were  seventy-five  ulcers  of  various  sizes,  from  a  small  pea  to  that 
of  a  ten-cent  piece.  On  the  left  limb  were  fifty-five  ulcers  of  a  similar 
nature  to  those  on  the  right.  These  ulcers  discharged  white  glairy  mat- 
ter, more  resembling  the  white  of  an  egg,  moderately  cooked,  than  any- 
thing else  with  which  I  could  compare  it.  They  had  made  their  appear- 
ance about  a  year  before  the  time  I  was  called  in,  at  first  as  small  pimples 
containing  a  limpid  fluid — the  vesicles  after  a  while  broke,  and  were  at- 
tended with  considerable  heat  and  itching  ;  the  sores  kept  slowly  in- 
creasing in  size,  and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  some  of  them  were  at  least 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  depth. 

Several  physicians  who  had  had  the  patient  under  treatment  attributed 
the  disease  to  venereal  virus,  and  had  salivated  her  to  a  great  extent. 
The  mother  of  the  girl  said  that  after  each  salivation  the  sores  became 
worse. 

Suspecting  intestinal  irritation  to  be  the  principal,  if  not  the  sole  cause 
of  the  disease,  I  inquired  if  worms  had,  at  any  time  previous  to  the  ul- 
ceration, been  discharged  ;  when  the  mother  observed  that  several  feet 
of  a  tape  worm  had  been  passed,  soon  after  which  the  eruption  made  its 
appearance. 

Upon  this  information  I  founded  my  plan  of  cure.  Ten  papers  were 
prepared  and  numbered  ;  number  1  contained  one  grain  of  tobacco  and 
half  a  drachm  of  anise  seed  ;  number  10  contained  ten  grains  of  tobac- 
co, with  a  corresponding  increase  of  the  anise  seed — so  that  each  paper 
contained  an  additional  grain  of  tobacco. 
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My  patient  was  1o  eat  no  supper — boiling  water  was  to  be  poured  on 
a  paper  of  the  medicine  at  night,  and  to  stand  covered  over  until  morn- 
ing— then  to  be  strained,  and  the  infusion  to  be  taken  early  every  morn- 
ing, eating  nothing  for  two  hours  after. 

The  first  four  closes  excited  but  little  nausea.  The  eighth  produced 
distressing  nausea.  After  it  had  subsided,  I  gave  a  large  dose  of  castor 
oil,  which  brought  a  tape  worm  ten  yards  in  length.  W'thin  two  days 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  worm,  the  ulcers  assumed  a  healing  aspect, 
ancl  in  three  weeks  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  all  the  ulcers  healed  and 
my  patient  restored  to  the  bloom  of  health. 

The  only  local  application  to  the  ulcers  was  ablution  with  castile  soap, 
and  the  use  of  simple  cerate. 

The  remedy  adopted  in  the  above  case  was  rather  unusual,  but  having 
several  times  combined  tobacco  with  spigelia  for  the  expulsion  of  worms 
from  children,  without  any  unpleasant  effects,  the  occasion  seemed  favor- 
able to  try  its  efficacy  in  tenia. 

From  its  success  in  this  case,  T  have  used  it  very  frequently  since,  es- 
pecially in  adults,  where  the  presence  of  worms  ofttimes  induces  serious 
disturbances  of  the  system,  without  being  suspected,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  case. 

Mr.  B  ,  aged  30,  applied  to  me  in  181.6,  for  relief  of  a  complaint  un- 
der which  he  had  been  laboring  for  six  months — several  physicians  to 
whom  he  had  applied,  having  failed  in  affording  any  relief. 

He  complained  of  an  uneasiness  about  the  umbilicus — it  did  not 
amount  to  pain,  nor  was  it  -ore  on  pressure,  but  the  sensation  was  of  a 
nature  to  distress  him  very  much.  His  appetite  was  greater  than 
natural,  and  he  indulged  it  ;  but  he  was  daily  wasting  away.  His  food 
did  not  strengthen  him,  and  stiil  digestion  was  fully  performed — his  bow- 
els were  regular,  tongue  clean,  complexion  sallow. 

On  giving  my  opinion  that  worms  were  the  cause  of  his  complaint,  be 
eagerly  embraced  the  idea  and  agreed  to  submit  to  my  treatment.  He 
was  treated  precisely  as  the  case  above  related.  After  taking  the  eighth 
portion,  nausea  to  a  distressing  degree  was  excited,  and  he  described  his 
feelings  to  be  "  as  if  a  pound  of  lead  had  separated  from  his  navel  and 
fell  to  the  bottom  of  his  belly,  where  it  lay  as  a  lump  of  lead  or  clay." 

A  brisk  cathartic  was  given,  and  more  than  one  hundred  lumbrici  were 
expelled,  all  dead,  and  the  ascarides  were,  as  he  said,  innumerable. 

Health,  vigor  of  body  and  serenity  of  mind,  were  the  immediate  fol- 
lowers of  this  verminose  treatment. —  Transylvania  Med.  Jour. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    DECEMBER    1  4,    1  8  3  6. 


STATE  PRISON  HOSPITAL. 

Having  been  politely  invited  by  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  State 
Prison,  at  Charlestown,  to  visit  that  institution  the  other  day,  we  were 
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much  gratified  by  the  opportunity  afforded  for  examining  minutely  into 
the  condition  of  its  unfortunate  inmates.  As  the  Governor  and  Council 
made  an  official  inspection,  and  received  the  reports  of  the  various  offi- 
cers connected  with  the  government  of  the  prison,  the  same  morning, 
peculiar  facilities  offered  for  ascertaining  many  interesting  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  general  health  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  effects  of  the  disci- 
pline upon  their  mental  and  physical  powers.  Dr.  Walker,  the,  physician, 
presented  to  his  Excellency  a  simple  statement  of  the  amount  of  business 
in  his  department,  unaccompanied  with  theories  or  fine-spun  details,  the 
too  common  accompaniments  of  such  papers.  Its  brevity  and  common 
sense  character  enhanced  its  value,  and  rendered  it  worthy  of  special 
consideration.  Only  four  deaths  have  occurred  within  the  last  year  : 
these,  as  nearly  as  we  can  recollect,  were  chronic  cases,  induced  before 
the  patients  were  received  by  the  warden.  He  gave  it  as  his  profession- 
al opinion  that  the  diet  and  labor  prescribed  by  law,  were  conducive  to 
the  health  of  the  prisoners,  and  no  modification  of  either  was  considered 
necessary.  But  there  was  one  subject  of  immense  importance  which  Dr. 
Walker  might,  with  much  propriety,  have  presented  for  the  consideration 
of  their  honors.  Others,  however,  made  ample  provision  for  hinting  at 
the  thing  wanted,  and  thus  anticipated  any  suggestions  from  that  source. 
Ask,  when  within  the  mural  enclosure  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison, 
to  be  shown  into  the  hospital  !  Verily,  it  is  a  castie  in  the  air — an  imagi- 
nary edifice.  To  the  positive  disgrace  of  the  Commonwealth,  there  is 
no  proper  provision  of  the  kind.  The  Roxbury  farriers  possess  accom- 
modations for  the  reception  of  ponies,  that  might  here  he  imitated  to  ad- 
vantage. There  must  be  some  immediate  legislation  upon  the  long-neg- 
lected subject  of  making  provision  for  sick  State  convicts.  They  are 
human  beings,  constituted  anatomically  like  other  men.  However  moral- 
ly corrupt,  charity  claims  for  them,  when  prostrated  by  disease,  all  the 
balm  in  Gilead.  A  suitable  building  should  be  forthwith  erected,  to  be 
exclusively  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  them,  with  large  airy  apart- 
ments, and  suitable  kinds  of  bedding.  A  well-stored  apothecary  room, 
and  all  the  necessary  apparatus  for  confining  fractured  limbs,  &c,  should 
also  belong  to  the  hospital.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  whole  should 
not  be  on  a  liberal,  generous  plan,  comporting  with  the  dignity,  philan- 
thropy, and  the  resources  of  the  State.  Again,  instead  of  paying  the 
contemptible  pittance  of  three  hundred  dollars  a  year  to  the  physician 
who  faithfully  and  regularly  makes  daily  visitations — which  is  just  about 
the  price  of  a  shoe-black's  services  under  the  back  stairs  of  a  third-rate 
hotel — let  him  be  paid  in  proportion  to  the  qualifications  he  is  required  to 
possess  in  order  to  be  eligible  to  the  office. 

Fully  believing  that  some  one  will  feel  the  promptings  of  benevolence 
at  the  coming  session  of  the  General  Court,  and  urge  upon  the  members 
the  importance  of  making  good  and  substantial  provision  for  a  State 
Prison  Hospital,  we  forbear  speaking  with  that  decided  tone  of  com- 
plaint and  disapprobation,  which  will  mark  our  future  notices  of  State 
prison  clinicals,  should  nothing  be  done  to  remedy  the  present  defects. 


PHLEBOTOMY. 

Every  practitioner  has  at  times  felt  himself  greatlv  embarrassed  in  con- 
sequence of  being  totally  unable  to  raise  a  vein  for  bleeding,  and  particu- 
larly in  young  children,  the  dropsical,  and  those  who  are  very  fat.  These, 
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however,  are  by  no  means  the  only  vexatious  cases  in  which  phlebotomy 
cannot  be  successfully  practised.  After  frights,  severe  accidents,  and 
the  like,  under  circumstances,  at  all  events,  indicating  the  immediate 
necessity  for  bloodletting,  the  operator  finds  it  extremely  difficult  even  to 
discover  the  locality  of  the  vessel.  The  Dublin  Journal  says  that  to 
produce  the  desired  condition  of  the  vein — that  is,  to  give  it  the  feeling  of 
plumpness  and  distention,  a  requisite  step  for  receiving  the  lancet — a 
ligature  should  be  placed  round  both  arms  at  the  same  time,  as  though 
venesection  were  proposed  in  both  arms  at  once.  After  a  little  time,  the 
veins  begin  to  fill,  much  beyond  their  ordinary  size.  Should  a  numbness 
be  perceived,  the  cord  on  the  arm  not  used,  must  be  relaxed,  and  the 
pressure  continued  by  applying  the  thumb.  By  alternately  tightening  and 
relaxing  the  bleeding  bauds,  a  desirable  quantity  of  blood  may  most  gen- 
erally be  obtained.  Simple  as  all  this  may  appear,  it  is  nevertheless  to 
be  hailed  as  an  important  discovery,  provided  it  proves  in  the  sequel  to 
be  true.  Having  had  no  opportunity  to  make  the  experiment  since  read- 
ing the  original  account,  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  receive  the  ob- 
servations of  correspondents.  In  order  to  disprove  or  to  establish  the  truth 
in  the  premises,  there  should  be  a  series  of  experiments. 


Gold-pointed  Lancets. — A  surgeon  of  the  English  Naval  Service,  in 
announcing  a  newly  devised  instrument — a  golden-pointed  lancet — seems 
to  suppose  it  is  the  philosopher's  stone,  an  indispensable  thing,  by  the 
side  of  which,  the  old  fashioned  steel — even  Mr.  Rodger's  silver  steel 
lancets — are  not  to  be  recognized  as  belonging  to  a  civilized  age.  His 
most  labored  argument  to  show  the  importance  of  using  his  instrument 
altogether,  is  this — "  the  idea  of  operating  with  a  gold  instrument  will  be 
always  more  agreeable  to  mother  and  child,"  in  vaccinating.  If  any  ad- 
vantages arise  from  the  golden  surface,  a  gold-gilt  lancet  must  be  equally 
valuable — and  beside,  they  may  be  purchased  in  any  of  the  cities.  The 
idea  that  a  golden  lancet  is  superior  to  any  other,  is  perfectly  ridiculous. 


American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences. — As  usual,  the  thirty-seventh 
number  of  this  useful  quarterly  is  filled  with  original  papers  of  a  meri- 
torious character.  The  first  article,  by  Dr.  P<  nnock,  on  the  malignant 
pustule,  accompanied  with  two  beautiful  plates  illustrative  of  the  subject, 
will  be  read  with  deep  interest.  Topography  and  Medical  Sketches  of 
Mobile,  by  Dr.  Heustis,  is  an  exceedingly  praiseworthy  production, 
which  should  be  thoroughly  studied  by  all  medical  gentlemen  intending 
to  establish  themselves  in  that  region  of  country.  Mr.  Jordan's  prompt- 
ness in  forwarding  seasonably  shows  how  well  he  deserves  encouragement. 


Honorary  Degrees  of  Medicine. — On  the  16th  of  November,  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  received  the  honorary  degree  of  JY1.D.  at  the  Vermont 
Academy  of  Medicine.  Joseph  Braman,  Duanesburgh,  N.  Y.  ;  Solomon 
Dean,  Cambridge,  N.  Y.  ;  William  Noble,  Hudson,  Ohio  ;  William 
Perrine,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Mather  Williams,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


Medical  Miscellmxj.— George  Austin,  a  colored  man,  recently  died  in 
great  agony,  of  hydrophobia,  at  Hartford,  Conn.— Mr.  Liston,the  famous 
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Edinburgh  surgeon,  has  lately  made  a  new  lip  for  a  Scotch  boy,  by  cut- 
ting a  strip  of  skin  out  of  the  neck — which,  when  united  to  the  borders  of 
its  new  locality,  was  finally  separated  from  its  original  attachments. — Drs. 
Thomas  Lafon  and  Selh  L.  Andrews  have  sailed  from  this  port,  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  in  the  missionary  service. — The  prospects  of  the  medi- 
cal school  of  Maine,  the  ensuing  lecture  term,  are  flattering.  Dr.  Cobb, 
of  Cincinnati,  will  occupy  the  chair  of  anatomy  —  and  Dr.  Childs,  of  the 
Berkshire  Institution,  is  to  give  the  course  on  the  institutes  of  medicine. — 
Hosea  Winchester  was  tried  in  this  city,  last  week,  for  counterfeiting  the 
medicines  called  "  Thomsonian."  The  action  was  brought  by  Samuel 
Thomson  himself,  and  the  damages  laid  at  $10,090.  A  verdict  was  re- 
turned for  defendant. — Arrived,  from  Malaga,  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Boyd,  fleet 
surgeon  of  the  Mediterranean  squadron. — Dr.  Chabert  is  having  great 
success  in  curing  purulent  ophthalmia  — Arrived,  from  London,  Dr.  Ca- 
belle,  of  Virginia. — The  smallpox  is  raging  among  the  Winnebago  In- 
dians— carrying  off  three  and  lour  daily,  at  the  last  accounts. — Alfred  C. 
Post,  M.D.,  is  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  at  Amherst  Col- 
lege.— The  most  thoroughly  organized  school  for  the  manufacture  of 
quacks  in  the  Universe,  is  located  at  Columbus,  Ohio  :  text  book, 
Thomson's  narrative  ! — Dr.  Church,  formerly  of  Vermont,  and  subse- 
quently a  resident  of  Boston,  has  become  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
machinists  in  England. — The  Rajah  of  Lahone,  in  May  last,  dismissed 
his  surgeon,  Dr.  Harland,  who  refused  to  relieve  his  highness  of  a  para- 
lytic affection  of  the  face,  unless  first  paid  a  lac  of  rupees. — Fifty  medi- 
cal students  have  been  matriculated,  the  present  term,  at  Yale  College, 


Galvanism. — M.  Magendie  has  reported  to  the  French  Academy  of 
Sciences  some  successful  results  arising  from  the  application  of  galvan- 
ism to  a  young  patient,  a  Polish  officer,  who  for  five  years  has  been  per- 
fectly deaf,  dumb,  and  deprived  of  all  taste.  Several  modes  of  treatment 
had  been  adopted  at  Vienna  and  Trieste,  without  success,  but  M.  Magen- 
die, by  directing  the  galvanic  current  to  the  nerves  affected,  has  re-pro- 
duced sensibility  in  those  of  hearing  and  taste,  and  is  now  trying  to  re- 
store the  power  of  speech. 


Berkshire  Medical  Institution. — The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
conferred  upon  the  following  gentlemen,  Alumni  of  the  Institution,  on 
Wednesday  the  24th.  The  subjects  of  their  Inaugural  Theses  are 
those  which  stand  opposite  to  their  respective  names. 

John  Albright,  New  York  City,  Chilblain. 

James  S.  Andross,  Harwich,  Ct.,  The  solids  primarily  affected  in  Disease. 

Jonathan  C.  Allaben,  Middlet  own,  N.  Y.,  Pathology. 

Wilson  S.  Allaben,  do.  Mental  Influences. 

R.  McEwen  Beebe,  Winchester,  Ct.,  Catharsis. 

Richard  B.  Briggs,  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  Rheumatism. 

Timothy  PI.  Brown, Heath,  N.  Y.,  Peripneumonia. 

Richard  G.  Buckingham,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Hernia. 

George  W.  Denison,  Leyden,  N.  Y.,  Whitlow. 

William  L  DeBow,  New  York  City,  Tobacco. 

Thomas  A.  Drown,  Oxford,  Croup. 

Albin  J.  Eaton,  Royalston,  Marsh  Miasmata. 

Harrison  Eaton,  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  Spinal  Irritation. 

James  Fiske,  New  Braintree,  N.  Y.,  Hygiene. 
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John  P.  Fuller,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Scarlatina. 
Alonzo  D.  Gordon,  Buskirk's  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  Hysteria. 
Marvin  Goddard,  Granby,  Ct.,  Inflammation. 

Henry  Gray,  Jr.,  Boston,  Epochs  of  life  in  relation  to  Pathology  and 

T her  ape  niics. 

Josiah  V.  Griggs,  Mentz,  N.  Y.,  Effects  of  Civilization  on  Disease. 

A.  R.  Hendry,  Roxbury,  N.  Y.,  Dysenteria. 

David  Holmes,  Ashford,  Ct.,  Traumatic  Tetanus. 

S.  Jennings,  Dalton,  Protochloridc  of  Mercury. 

William  H.  Manton,  Providence,  R.  I.,  Hydrocele. 

William  B.  Osburn,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  Apoplexy. 

Otis  Perham,  Pittsrield,  Fracture  of  the  Femur  within  the  Capsular 
Ligament. 

Stephen  L.  Richardson,  Royalston,  Asthma. 

Chauncey  Reed,  Jr.,  Salisbury,  Ct.,  Hare  Lip. 

Elbridge  Simpson,  Livingston,  N.  Y.,  JVeuralgia. 

Athelstan  W.  Smith,  Granville,  N.  Y.,  Hepatitis. 

Horace  Smith,  Hector,  N.  Y.,  Dyspepsia. 

George  W.  Sanford,  Tariflvilie,  Ct.,  The  Blood. 

Sabin  Stocking,  Marlborough,  Ct.,  Hydrophobia. 

Avery  Williams,  Greenfield,  Acute  Hepatitis. 

Lorenzo  Warriner,  Brookrield,  Diagnosis. 

William  B.  Williams,  North  Stonington,  Dysmenorrhea. 

Lucius  Woodruff,  Collinsville,  Ct.,  Functional  Connection  and  Sijmpa- 

thelic  Relation. 
Noah  Wells,  Attica,  N.  Y.,  Scarlatina. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Choate's  valuable  paper  must  necessarily  lay  over 
another  week,  to  give  place  to  prior  claims. — A  report  from  the  Mass.  General 
Hospital,  of  unusual  interest,  will  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  the  next  Jour- 
nal. Correspondents  must  exercise  a  little  patience  :  we  shall  give  everyone  an 
opportunity  as  fast  as  our  pages  will  permit. — We  would  also  remind  them  that 
their  communications,  when  handed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  cannot,  in  or- 
dinary cases,  be  inserted  in  the  next  number  ;  and  that  all  notices  and  advertise- 
ments should  be  sent  in  as  soon  as  the  Saturday  preceding  the  day  they  are  to  be 
published. 

Died, — At  Woodville,  Virginia,  Dr.  George  M'Neil,  23  years —suddenly 
killed  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  gun  in  the  hands  of  a  friend. — Perished  on 
the  wreck  of  the  ship  Bristol,  Dr.  M'Mellen,  of  Newton  Stewart,  Ulster  Co., 
Ireland.  His  body  was  washed  a-shore,  and  conveyed  to  New  York,  where  it 
was  interred. — At  New  York,  Joseph  Bailey,  M.D.,  formerly  Health  Officer  at  the 
Quarantine  Ground,  aged  61. — At  Windham,  Me.,  accidentally  killed  by  a  gun, 
Dr.  Abiel  Perry. 

AVhoIe  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  December  10,  41.    Males,  23— females,  18. 

Consumption,  10— infantile,  4— burn,  1— lung  fever,  1— old  age,  5— child-bed,  1— wounds,  1 — ery- 
sipelas, 1 — dropsy,  2 — decline,  1 — bowel  complaint,  1 — throat  distemper,  1— influenza,  1 — enteritis,  1 
— apoplexy,  1 — aneurism,  1 — dysentery,  1 — teething,  I — pleurisy,  1 — drowned,  1 — accidental,  1 — 
croup,  I. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  JYov.  9,  1836.  N16— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 
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MEDICAL  TUITION. 
1'hv  subscribers  have  recently  made  somfc  ;icl(ii tional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  hooks 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recom mended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  anil  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  h  ive  frea  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  ;siJJ  per  annum  :  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEOUGE  1 1  AY  WARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Suhscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry  ;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
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ANEURISM  OF  THE  EXTERNAL   ILIAC  ARTERY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

J.  T.  aged  56,  paper  maker.  Patient's  health  ha?  not  been  good  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years  ;  has  suffered  a  great  deal  from  rheumatism,  often 
of  sufficient  severity  to  confine  him  to  the  house,  and  sometimes  to  his  bed. 
For  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  has  lived  hig,h3  and  been  in  the  free 
use  of  ardent  spirits. 

Between  three  and  four  months  since,  he  first  perceived  a  small  hard 
tumor  in  the  left  groin,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  an  enlargement  of 
one  of  the  glands  of  that  part,  or,  as  he  expressed  it,  a  "kernel  in  the 
groin."  Shortly  after  the  appearance  of  I  his  tumor,  the  foot  of  the  same 
side  commenced  to  swell,  followed  by  a  swelling  of  the  leg,  and  finally 
of  the  thigh.  As  soon  as  the  swelling  had  reached  the  thigh,  which  was 
about  three  weeks  since,  the  tumor  began  immediately  to  increase,  and 
'  has  gone  on  rapidly  augmenting  in  size  since. 

Until  within  the  last  three  weeks,  the  patient  has  suffered  but  little 
pain  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  tumor  commenced  enlarging,  the  pain  became 
severe.  This,  together  with  the  swelling,  has  finally  almost  prevented 
any  motion  being  made  with  the  limb  of  the  affected  side. 

The  patient's  profession,  as  stated  above,  was  that  of  paper  making, 
and  this  he  has  followed  for  many  years.  His  occupation,  which  was 
very  laborious,  required  him  to  stand  for  a  great  part  of  the  day,  the 
thighs  strongly  pressed  against  the  board  on  which  he  works — and  the 
body  in  this  position  alternately  flexed  and  extended.  From  this  exer- 
cise the  patient  states  the  thighs,  near  the  groin,  have  often  become  so 
much  excoriated  as  to  oblige  him  to  relinquish  work. 

The  patient  having  been  admitted  into  the  hospital  on  the  evening 
of  the  3d  inst.,  I  was  requested  to  see  him  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
in  company  with  Dr.  Hayvvard,  Dr.  Lewis,  and  some  other  medical  gen- 
tlemen. On  examination,  we  found  him  to  be  in  a  febrile  state,  without 
appetite,  with  much  pain,  and  a  hard  swelling  of  the  whole  thigh  below 
the  affected  part.  The  tumor  rose  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  as 
high  as  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium,  and  extend- 
ed downwards  between  two  and  three  inches  below  the  groin,  being  seven 
inches  in  length  from  above  downwards,  and  six  inches  and  a  half  in  breadth 
— across  from  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  the  ilium  to  the  symphisis  pubis. 
The  patient,  although  but  fifty-six  years  old,  had  the  aspect  of  an  aged  per- 
son. His  hair  was  gray,  skin  shrivelled,  radial  arteries  ossified  at  the 
20 
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wrist.  Considering  the  diseased  condition  of  the  patient,  the  habit  he 
had  long  had  of  using  ardent  spirits,  the  size  and  elevation  of  the  tumor 
and  the  thinness  of  its  coats,  my  impression  was  unfavorable  to  attempt- 
ing an  operation.  After  some  hours  consideration,  perceiving  that  the 
case  must  certainly  terminate  fatally  in  a  short  time  without  operation, 
it  seemed  necessary  to  attempt  something,  unless  it  was  thought  other- 
wise by  competent  judges.  As  the  tumor  was  perceived  to  have  increas- 
ed within  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  patient  was  failing,  it  was  obvious 
that  no  delay  could  be  allowed  ;  and  therefore  a  meeting  of  the  consult- 
ing surgeons  was  called  for  the  day  following.  At  this  consultation  Dr. 
Hayward  and  Dr.  Townsend  attended,  with  Dr.  Perkins  of  J\.  Y.,  and 
other  practitioners.  These  gentlemen  were  of  opinion,  that  although  the 
case  was  every  way  unpromising,  and  that  it  might  in  operation  present 
insuperable  difficulties,  yet  as  the  patient  must  soon  expire  without,  an 
operation  would  be  proper. 

The  principal  objections  to  an  operation  were  these  three.  1.  That 
the  height  of  the  sac  would  prevent  access  to  the  external  or  primitive 
iliac.  2.  That  the  sac  might  be  ruptured  or  cut  in  the  attempt.  3.  That 
even  though  the  operation  might  be  favorably  executed,  the  patient 
would  sink  in  the  same  manner  as  those  in  tlie  habit  of  using  ardent 
spirits  usually  do  after  meeting  with  accidents  or  undergoing  operations. 

It  being  concluded  to  attempt  to  save  him,  notwithstanding  these  ob- 
jections, the  operation  was  fixed  for  the  following  day,  that  no  time  might 
be  lost.  The  operation  was  performed  in  presence  of  the  medical  class, 
and  of  most  of  the  profession  who  are  interested  in  surgery,  to  whom 
the  objections  to  the  operation  were  previously  stated.  The  patient, 
placed  on  a  table,  was  a  little  inclined  to  the  sound  side,  to  remove  the 
pressure  of  the  intestines  from  the  sicfe  affected.  An  incision  four  inches 
long  was  made  from  an  inch  in  front  of  the  anterior  superior  spinous  pro- 
cess of  the  ilium,  obliquely  upwards  and  outwards.  This  incision  was 
only  half  the  length  of  that  made  by  Dr.  Mott  in  a  similar  case  ;  his  in- 
cision being  eight  inches  long,  extending  upwards  from  about  the  abdomi- 
nal ring.  Mr.  Crampton's  was  seven  inches  long.  But  in  this  case  only 
four  inches  could  be  obtained,  on  account  of  the  height  of  the  tumor.  The 
lower  angle  of  the  incision  was  over  the  top  of  the  aneurismal  sac.  The 
muscles  were  so  drawn  in  and  indurated,  from  the  peculiar  state  of 
the  system,  that  this  incision  was  not  accomplished  with  facility.  The 
skin  being  divided,  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  muscle  was 
cut  through  ;  then  the  internal  oblique,  and  then  the  transversalis. 
Startings,  strong  involuntary  contractions,  and  great  suffering,  accom- 
panied this  dissection.  The  transversalis  muscle  having  been  care- 
fully raised,  its  fascia  was  discovered  unusually  thick  and  strong;  an 
aperture  was  made  in  it,  and  a  director  introduced,  allowed  it  to 
be  safely  dilated  the  extent  of  the  wound,  thus  exposing  the  peri- 
toneum for  about  two  and  a  half  inches,  which  was  all  the  room  that 
could  possibly  be  gained.  The  small  size  of  the  wound  seemed  to 
present  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  reaching  and  acting  on  the  diseased 
artery.  However,  the  peritoneum  was  raised  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
iliac  fossa  with  the  forefinger  of  the  right  hand,  and  then  gliding  the 
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finger  over  the  top  of  the  aneurismal  sac,  the  great  artery  was  dis- 
tinctly felt. 

Thus  far  the  operation  was  very  satisfactory,  and  was  accomplished  in 
a  short  time.  But  now  the  excessive  rigidity  of  the  muscles  arising 
from  their  spastic  state,  together  with  the  necessary  smallness  of  the 
wound  and  its  depth,  presented  great  difficulties.  However,  I  was  ahle 
to  free  the  fore  part  of  the  artery  from  peritoneum  and  cellular  texture, 
and  then  a  long  director  passed  behind  the  vessel  opened  the  back  part 
of  the  sheath.  An  aneurism  needle  was  then  introduced  behind  the 
vessel  ;  but,  for  the  reasons  already  stated,  there  was  not  room  for 
the  finger  to  reach,  much  less  to  seize  the  ligature.  Then  a  larger  aneu- 
rism needle,  with  a  moveable  eye,  was  introduced  :  but  the  length  of 
the  eyed  part  made  it  difficult  to  carry  it  round  the  artery  and  bring  it 
out  on  the  other  side  ;  and  the  depth  made  it  impossible  to  seize  it  with 
the  finger.  By  means  of  a  dressing  forceps,  the  eye  was  secured  and 
brought  out  with  the  ligature.  The  ligature  was  then  tied  and  carried 
down  to  the  artery  ;  but  the  patient  expressed  great  pain,  and  continued 
in  pain  for  two  or  three  minutes,  when  it  subsided,  and  he  was  tranquil. 
Notwithstanding  I  had  separated  the  artery  with  the  greatest  care,  this  ap- 
pearance alarmed  me,  and  1  concluded  there  must  be  some  nerve  includ- 
ed in  the  ligature.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  1  saw  nothing  practicable 
but  to  enlarge  the  opening  downwards  over  the  aneurism,  at  the  risk  of 
wounding  the  latter,  in  order  that  the  artery  should  be  more  fully  exam- 
ined. This  appeared  the  more  justifiable,  as  the  ligature  already  on  the 
vessel  would  prevent  a  haemorrhage  from  the  artery  if  the  sac  was 
wounded.  With  a  finger  of  the  left  hand  placed  on  the  sac,  a  probe- 
pointed  bistoury  was  applied  to  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique.  No 
sooner  was  this  removed,  than  a  gush  of  blood  from  the  sac  took  place. 
Compressing  this  with  the  finger,  the  flow  was  at  once  arrested.  Then 
substituting  the  finger  of  an  assistant,  the  wound  having  been  enlarged,  I 
reached  the  vessel,  and  passed  another  ligature  and  tied  it.  The  pain 
now  exhibited  was  still  considerable,  and  obviously  more  than  usual  on 
tying  a  sound  artery.  But  there  was  now  an  additional  certainty  that 
this  extraordinary  suffering  was  produced  not  by  a  nerve  having  been 
tied,  but  by  the  extraordinary  sensibility  of  the  diseased  artery  ; — a  phe- 
nomenon new  to  me  ;  for  although  the  pain  in  tying  arteries  is  often 
severe,  nothing  like  this  had  been  witnessed  before.  The  morbid  state 
of  the  vessel  in  this  instance  could  alone  explain  this  startling  phenome- 
non ;  and  its  occurrence  may  serve  to  guide  other  operators  in  similar 
circumstances,  and  prevent  the  existence  of  an  apprehension  which  would 
cause  great  anxiety.  The  wound  was  then  dressed.  No  bleeding  of 
any  consequence  occurred,  but  that  from  the  tumor,  after  the  ligature 
was  on  the  artery  ;  and  no  blood  was  lost  from  the  patient's  system  in 
consequence  of  opening  the  sac,  as  the  first  ligature  being  still  tight, 
prevented  any  flow  of  blood  from  the  artery  into  the  aneurismal  tumor. 

The  patient  had  a  good  pulse  after  the  operation,  and  in  the  afternoon 
was  cheerful,  and  made  some  jokes  on  his  loud  complaints  during  the 
operation.    The  limb  was  warm. 

On  the  day  following,  he  was  found  vomiting,  from  drinking  too  much, 


312  Aneurism  of  the  External  Iliac  Artery. 

and  was  still  very  clamorous  for  drink,  with  decided  marks  of  delirium 
tremens.  He  was  directed  to  moderate  his  drink,  to  take  opium  to  allay 
the  vomiting,  and  a  sinapism  was  applied  to  the  epigastrium.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  he  had  slept.  The  vomiting  had  ceased. 
He  was  more  tranquil,  but  feeble.  The  night  following  he  continued  to 
call  for  drink,  with  violent  threats  directed  to  his  attendant,  and  eventual- 
ly contrived  to  slip  out  of  bed,  and  took  a  good  drink  of  water  before 
his  course  could  be  arrested.  To  what  extent  he  used  the  affected  limb, 
is  impossible  to  ascertain  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  he  got  to  a  table  at  the 
distance  of  three  or  four  feet,  and  was  with  difficulty  prevailed  on  to  go 
to  bed.  On  the  following  morning  I  found  him  vomiting  and  much  pros- 
trated, yet  demanding  drink  and  food.  In  the  course  of  the  day  he  be- 
came gradually  weaker,  and  died  towards  evening. 

The  body  was  examined  a  few  hours  after  death,  and  presented  the 
following  appearances. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  subject  was  neither  fat  nor  the  reverse. 
The  cellular  texture  was  lax  and  quite  watery.  The  heart  strongly  con- 
tracted, the  left  ventricle  being  quite  hard.  The  aorta  very  much  en- 
larged at  its  origin,  and  ossified  throughout  its  course.  It  could  readily 
be  cut,  but  with  the  sound  of  cutting  through  flakes  of  bone.  The  semi- 
lunar valves  were  much  ossified.  The  lungs  adhered  closely  to  the  ribs, 
and  their  lobes  to  each  other.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronehiae 
was  inflamed  and  thickened.  The  longitudinal  fibres  of  its  muscular 
coat  strongly  marked,  and  even  the  circular  fibres  visible  at  some  points. 

The  stomach  was  large,  and  contained  a  quantity  of  liquid.  The  coat 
of  the  liver  opaque.  The  intestines  healthy.  A  very  slight  blush  ap- 
peared at  some  parts  of  the  small  intestines,  but  none  near  the  wound. 
The  peritoneum  was  entire  ;  was  well  raised  from  the  artery,  and  had 
no  mark  of  inflammation  or  gangrene.  The  aneurismal  tumor  occupied 
the  lower  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  on  the  left  side,  as  high  as 
the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium,  whence  it  extended 
inwards  to  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  compressing  the  bladder,  the  sigmoid 
flexure  of  the  colon,  and  the  rectum,  which  explained  a  retention  of 
urine  to  which  he  had  lately  been  subject.  There  were  four  distinct  processes 
or  prolongations  of  the  tumor.  One  extended  under  the  crural  arch  down 
the  thigh,  and  occupied  its  upper  part  to  the  bone.  A  second  rose  on 
the  inside  of  the  iliac  artery ,  through  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  opposite  to 
where  the  ligature  was  applied.  A  third  lay  over  the  vessel,  and  ex- 
tended from  its  anterior  face  to  its  outer  edges  between  the  artery  and 
the  wound.  The  fourth  made  a  hernia  through  the  internal  oblique  and 
transversalis  muscles,  came  in  contact  with  and  adhered  to  the  tendon 
of  the  external  oblique,  close  to  the  spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  This 
had  a  neck  which  was  girt  by  the  fibres  of  the  internal  oblique  and  trans- 
versalis, as  a  hernia  is  sometimes  by  the  lower  edge  of  these  muscles  ;  but 
here  the  muscular  girt  was  thick  and  strong.  It  was  at  this  part,  between  the 
external  and  internal  oblique  muscles,  that  the  sac  was  opened.  The 
aneurismal  sac  was  generally  very  thin  and  weak,  so  that  the  bulb  of  a 
probe  readily  penetrated  it.  The  ligature  was  on  the  artery,  and  no- 
thing included  but  the  artery  ;  and  there  was  no  nerve  nearer  the  vessel. 
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than  the  external  pudic,  which  descends  through  the  edge  of  the  iliac 
fossa.  The  place  of  the  ligature  was  exactly  two  inches  below  the  bi- 
furcation of  the  aorta,  as  the  parts  lay.  and  two  and  a  half  inches  when 
the  aorta  was  forcibly  drawn  upwards;  for  the  arteries  were  tortuous,  as 
they  usually  are  in  subjects  who  have  been  long  in  the  free  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits,  and  the  coats  of  the  artery  inflamed  and  filled  with  small 
vessels.  The  aorta  and  both  iliacs,  and  their  divisions,  were  greatly 
enlarged,  thickened,  and  partially  ossified.  Between  the  ligature  and 
aneurysmal  sac,  there  was  a  coagulum  in  the  artery,  and  another  above 
the  ligature.  The  common  iliac  was  only  three  quarters  of  an  inch  long  ; 
so  that  the  space  between  the  ligature  and  the  division  of  the  iliacs,  was 
one  inch  and  a  quarter.  From  the  point  where  the  ligature  was  applied, 
to  the  anterior  spinous  process,  the  distance  was  four  inches  and  a  half, 
and  the  thickness  of  the  skin  and  muscles  made  the  whole  depth  of  the 
wound  five  inches.  The  space  from  the  ribs  to  the  spinous  process  was 
only  three  inches  and  a  half.  The  lymphatic  glands  of  the  groin  had 
been  pushed  up  by  the  tumor,  and  lay  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  iliac 
artery.  The  epigastric  artery  was  adherent  to  the  anterior  face  of  the 
sac.  J.  C.  Warren. 

Boston,  Dec.  1836. 

[To  be  concluded  next  week.] 


POST-MORTEM  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LATE  REV.  DR.  PRINCE,  OF 
SALEM,  MASS.,  A  DISTINGUISHED  PHILOSOPHER  AND  DIVINE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  distinguished  subject  of  the  following  notice  died  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  in  the  full  possession  of  his  intellectual  powers  ; 
and  with  his  physical  energies  unimpaired  in  a  wonderful  degree,  con- 
sidering that  a  local  affection  of  the  severest  character  was  for  years  con- 
stantly undermining  the  texture  of  a  whole  set  of  important  organs. 

1  have  thought  that  a  brief  history  of  this  affection  might  be  interest- 
ing to  the  profession,  on  account  of  the  somewhat  peculiar  nature  of  the 
case — to  the  naturalist,  as  affording  another  proof  of  the  tendency  of  the 
calm  and  retired  pursuits  of  the  philosopher  to  promote  longevity,  even 
under  the  most  untoward  circumstances — and  to  the  christian,  that  his  re- 
ligion can  achieve  a  glorious  triumph  over  the  worst  forms  of  human 
misery. 

The  nature  of  his  disease  will  readily  be  inferred  from  the  post-mortem 
examination.  On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  condition  of  the  urinary 
apparatus  was  the  principal  object  of  investigation — the  other  organs  in 
situ  presented  a  natural  and  healthy  appearance,  with  the  exception 
of  numerous  strong  attachments  of  the  two  sides  of  the  peritoneal  cavity, 
and  a  peculiarly  saccidated  appearance  of  the  cells  of  the  colon  ;  which 
resembled  distinct  appendages  attached  to  the  intestine  by  narrow  necks. 
There  were  two  inguinal  hernias  of  long  standing — the  one  on  the  right 
side  contained  the  omentum  merely,  which  was  small — and  the  other 
extending  into  the  scrotum,  allowing  a  large  amount  of  the  intestines  to 
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pass  and  repass  freely  through  a  ring  very  much  enlarged.  The  left 
kidney  was  first  detached,  together  with  a  portion  of  its  ureter.  It  was 
found  to  be  enlarged  to  nearly  twice  its  natural  size,  and  softened.  On 
dividing  it,  by  a  longitudinal  section,  there  appeared  to  be  a  complete 
disorganization  of  the  whole  substance  of  the  kidney — the  pelvis  present- 
ing rather  the  appearance  of  a  bladder  than  a  kidney,  capable  of  con- 
taining several  ounces  of  fluid.  There  was  not  the  slightest  vestige  of 
mammillae  to  be  discovered  ;  but  one  uniform  cavity,  with  its  mucous 
membrane  highly  inflamed  and  thickened — in  many  points  ulcerated — 
resembling  somewhat  the  aphthous  appearance  of  the  mucous  membrane 
in  children.  And  this  was  the  condition  of  the  membrane  lining  the 
ureter  throughout  its  whole  extent  ;  which  was  enlarged  sufficiently  to 
allow  the  finger  to  pass  easily,  and  much  thickened.  A  dark-colored, 
bloody  fluid  flowed  from  the  cavity  when  opened. 

The  external  appearance  of  the  right  kidney  was  natural,  but  a  little 
enlarged.  On  dividing  it,  two  hydatids  were  found  to  occupy  nearly  one 
third  of  its  substance,  containing  about  an  ounce  of  a  transparent  serous 
fluid.  The  pelvis  of  this  kidney,  in  the  condition  of  its  mucous  mem- 
brane, nearly  resembled  the  other,  excepting  about  a  third  of  its  surface, 
in  which  were  traces  of  mammillae  and  infundibula — in  the  rest  of  the 
cavity  (which  was  but  litile  enlarged)  these  organs  were  almost  entirely 
obliterated,  and  the  mucous  membrane  disorganized. 

The  bladder  was  somewhat  contracted,  but  still  capable  of  containing 
a  considerable  quantity  of  fluid.  Its  mucous  membrane  was  highly  in- 
flamed, and  in  some  points  ulcerated.  In  its  fundus  was  an  irregular, 
jagged  stone  (apparently  oxalate  of  lime),  of  an  oval  shape,  about  an 
inch  and  a  quarter  in  diameter.  This  stone  was  so  firmly  grasped  by 
the  muscular  coat  of  the  bladder,  as  to  require  considerable  force  to  dis- 
engage it — it  was  in  fact  so  completely  encysted,  as  to  appear  like  a  firm 
tumor  attached  to  the  external  surface  of  the  bladder.  The  prostate 
gland,  which  is  so  often  the  seat  of  disease  in  old  men,  was  apparently 
healthy. 

The  history  of  this  case,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  it,  is  briefly 
this.  About  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago,  Dr.  Prince  first  began  to  be 
affected  with  strangury  ;  at  first  slight  and  transient,  scarcely  noticeable, 
but  gradually  increasing  in  intensity,  till  at  times  it  gave  rise  to  the  most 
exquisite  suffering.  Occasionally  he  had  an  acute  inflammatory  attack, 
accompanied  with  bloody  urine,  and  other  symptoms  of  the  stone;  but 
no  stone  was  ever  detected  by  the  sound,  although  repeated  and  thorough 
examinations  were  made,  under  a  strong  suspicion  that  this  might  be  the 
source  of  his  suffering.  For  several  years  the  irritation  at  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  was  the  most  prominent  symptom — and  so  constant  and 
irresistible  was  it,  that  he  was  never  without  a  urinal,  which  he  was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  wearing  both  night  and  day.  During  the  whole  of 
this  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  acute  attacks  above  mentioned,  his 
general  health  was  good — his  urine  transparent,  and  never  containing 
gravel,  or  any  other  sediment  except  mucus.  About  three  years  before 
his  death  he  had  an  attack  of  this  sort,  of  more  than  ordinary  severity, 
continuing  without  remission  for  several  weeks.    At  this  time  his  suffer- 


Post-Mortem  Examination  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Prince.  315 


ings  were  almost  insupportable,  and  were  alleviated  only  by  opium,  and 
the  constant  use  of  the  catheter,  which  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
bladder  and  changed  from  time  to  time  as  it  became  necessary.  His 
symptoms  were  in  part  those  of  the  stone,  together  with  a  profuse  and 
often  repeated  haemorrhage,  which  reduced  him  to  the  very  verge  of  the 
grave.  He  however  slowly  recovered,  and,  much  to  the  surprise  of  his 
medical  friends,  regained  more  than  his  usual  health.  As  his  strength 
returned,  his  old  complaints  entirely  disappeared.  He  had  neither 
strangury,  bloody  urine,  nor  any  other  inconvenience  about  the  urinary 
organs,  from  that  time  till  within  three  weeks  of  his  death,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  instances  of  retention  which  required  the  use  of  the 
catheter — once,  after  riding  to  Boston  in  the  stage  coach,  when  he  was 
relieved  (I  think)  by  Dr.  Randall — and  two  or  three  times  besides,  I 
was  called  to  pass  the  catheter  after  excessive  fatigue,  or  exposure  to  the 
night  air  during  astronomical  observations.  With  these  slight  exceptions, 
his  health  was  good  for  an  octogenarian,  up  to  the  time  of  his  last  attack, 
which  was  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  former  one,  except  that  it  termi- 
nated in  his  death.  The  symptoms  of  this  attack  were  great  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  bladder,  which  made  almost  constant  expulsory  efforts 
— excessive  irritation  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder — severe  pain  in  the 
glans  after  expulsion — and  the  evacuation  of  bloody  urine,  with  a  large 
proportion  of  mucous  sediment.  No  sione  was  detected,  after  the  most 
careful  ex ploration.  It  is  proper  here  to  mention  that  for  seven  or  eight 
years  previous  to  his  sickness  in  the  year  1833,  there  was  so  much  ten- 
derness in  the  region  of  the  kidneys  as  to  prevent  his  riding  in  a  carriage 
without  great  suffering,  unless  he  inclined  very  much  to  the  left  side,  as- 
suming nearly  the  recumbent  posture,  when  he  was  comparatively  easy. 
Since  1833  lie  has  been  able  to  ride  almost  any  distance  without  the 
slightest  inconvenience. 

To  my  mind  the  phenomena  of  this  Case  are  exceedingly  curious  and 
interesting,  and  altogether  inexplicable  upon  any  known  principles.  Dr. 
Prince  evidently  died  of  lecent  acute  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  caused 
by  the  presence  of  this  stone.  The  stone  was  undoubtedly  formed  in 
the  left  kidney,  and  made  its  way  through  the  ureter  into  the  bladder,  in 
its  present  size  and  form — probably  dropping  into  the  bladder  at  the 
commencement  of  his  last  indisposition.  But  the  question  naturally 
arises,  where  was  this  irritating  substance  during  the  three  years  of  com- 
plete suspension  of  all  symptoms?  Was  it  still  in  the  kidney  ?  Or  is 
the  sensibility  of  the  ureter  so  low,  as  to  allow  of  its  gradual  enlargement, 
and  that,  too,  by  a  rough  and  irregular  body,  without  causing  the  slightest 
pain?  In  the  bladder  it  could  not  have  been,  without  giving  notice  of 
its  presence — and  the  appearance  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  ureter 
indicated  the  work  of  time. 

Two  things  at  least  are  clearly  shown  ;  first,  with  how  very  small  a  por- 
tion of  healthy  secreting  surface  this  function  can  be  perfectly  sustained 
(for  no  complaint  was  ever  made  of  diminished  secretion  or  imperfect 
quality) — and  secondly ,  with  what  apparent  reluctance  the  nervous  cen- 
tre takes  cognizance  of  extensive  structural  disease  in  these  parts,  and 
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how  slowly  other  systems  of  organs  are  brought  into  active  sympathy 
with  this. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  principal  cause  of  death  in  this  case  was  almost 
purely  mechanical.  The  original  strength  of  Dr.  Prince's  organization, 
— his  uniform  power  of  digestion,  together  with  his  regular  habits  of 
exercise,  strict  temperance  and  early  rising,  would  probably  have  carried 
him  forward  even  beyond  the  age  of  his  venerable  friend  and  contempora- 
ry Dr.  Holyoke.  And  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  both  for  the  cause  of 
science  and  for  the  sake  of  those  delightful  influences  which  this  sage 
philosopher  always  diffused  around  him,  that  the  healing  art  is  so  power- 
less in  such  cases. 

Should  any  person  have  the  curiosity  to  examine  this  calculus,  it  may 
be  found,  together  with  morbid  specimens,  in  the  cabinet  of  the  "  Boston 
Society  for  Medical  Improvement."  G.  C. 

Salem,  Dec.  5th,  1836. 


MORBID  EXTENSIBILITY  OF  LIGAMENTS,  WITH  REFERENCE  TO 
LATERAL  SPINAL  DISTORTION. 

BY  JAMES    BOWER   HARRISON,  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  a  disease  which  is  frequently  met  with  in  hospital  practice, 
which  is  generally  described  as  a  concomitant  of  rickets.  I  allude  to 
the  giving  way  of  the  knee-joint.  In  this  complaint  the  knees  approxi- 
mate, whilst  the  shaft  of  the  tibia  on  each  side  is  thrown  obliquely  out- 
*  wards.  It  appears  to  arise  from  a  relaxed  condition  of  the  ligaments, 
depending  on  a  debilitated  and  depraved  habit  of  body.  May  not  the 
simple  pathology  of  this  disease  be  allowed  to  throw  some  light  on  the 
more  obscure  phenomena  of  lateral  spinal  distortion  ?  May  not  the  cap- 
sular ligaments  of  the  oblique  processes  of  the  vertebrae  be  in  like  manner 
morbidly  extensible,  from  a  similar  cause  ?  Indeed,  the  lateral  curvature 
of  the  spine  is  generally  to  be  found,  in  those  laboring;  under  this  affec- 
tion of  the  knee  ;  nor  are  we  justified  in  attributing  the  former  solely  to 
a  softened  state  of  the  bones,  or  an  improper  action  of  the  muscles. 
That  the  muscles  exercise  a  most  important  influence  in  maintaining  the 
strength  of  the  spinal  column,  we  most  readily  admit  ;  but  the  extent  of 
their  influence  in  the  production  of  spinal  deformity  may  be  much  over- 
rated. It  appears  to  me,  that  the  great  error  which  writers  on  this 
branch  of  pathology  have  fallen  into,  is  that  of  ascribing  the  disease  to 
the  sole  operation  of  one  favorite  cause,  where  many  may  be  concerned. 
A  weakened  and  vitiated  state  of  the  body  is  attended  with  general  de- 
bility throughout  the  whole  system  ;  the  muscles,  ligaments,  and  bones 
severally  lose  their  proper  tonicity.  Now,  each  of  these  structures  may  be 
concerned  in  spinal  distortion.  If  we  reflect  on  the  action  of  the  muscles 
of  the  spine,  we  shall  find  that  many  of  them  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
brace  the  vertebrae  in  contact,  and  retain  them  in  apposition.  Such 
would  be  the  operation  of  the  multifidus  spina?,  inter  spinalis,  inter  trans- 
versalis,  &,c.  &tc.    When  these  muscles  lose  their  proper  tone,  an  undue 
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stress  must  consequently  be  laid  upon  the  connecting  ligaments.  "  When 
the  deltoid  muscle  has  been  paralytic,  the  mere  weight  of  the  arm  has 
been  known  to  cause  such  a  lengthening  of  the  capsular  ligament  of  the 
shoulder-joint,  that  the  head  of  the  os  brachii  descended  two  or  three 
inches  from  the  glenoid  cavity.1'  In  the  same  manner  an  elongation 
may  he  produced  in  the  capsular  ligaments  of  the  vertebra?,  from  mus- 
cular debility,  which  would  consequently  admit  of  an  unnatural  curva- 
ture of  the  spine.  The  ligaments  would  more  readily  admit  of  this  dis- 
tension, from  the  laxity  of  their  own  structure,  originating  from  the  same 
cause  as  occasioned  the  loss  of  muscular  power.  That  the  ligamentous 
structure  may  be  affected  in  this  manner,  is  allowed  by  the  first  authori- 
ties. Sir  Astley  Cooper  relates  a  case  of  luxation  of  the  jaw  being  fre- 
quently produced  by  the  mere  act  of  opening  and  shutting  it,  from  a  laxity 
in  the  capsular  ligament  ;  and  he  ascribes  the  partial  dislocation  of  the 
femur  from  the  semilunar  cartilages,  to  the  same  cause.  The  ligaments 
then  become  elongated,  and  the  spine  yields  to  the  superincumbent  pres- 
sure, but  unfortunately  the  disease  does  not  stop  here.  The  vertebrae 
now  make  undue  pressure  upon  each  other,  and  upon  the  intervertebral 
substance  ;  hence  arise  inflammation  and  its  consequences,  ulceration 
of  cartilages,  absorption  of  bone,  &c.  That  caries  is  frequently  the 
effect,  and  not  always  the  cause,  of  spinal  deformity,  I  feel  fully  per- 
suaded, though  I  would  by  no  means  deny  that  it  may  often  be  the  pri- 
mary affection. — London  Lancet. 


MIDWIFERY  STATISTICS. 

During  the  seven  years  of  Dr.  Coilins's  mastership  of  the  Dublin  Ly- 
ing-in Hospital,  16,434  women  were  confined  there.  These  gave  birth 
to  16,654  children  ;  of  which,  1,1*21  were  still-born;  and  of  these,  293 
were  premature. 

240  cases  of  twins  occurred  ;  and,  of  the  480  children  thus  born,  422 
were  born  alive  ;  of  these,  245  were  males. 

Triplets  occurred  four  times  ;  in  two  cases  it  was  the  patient's  second, 
and  the  two  others,  her  third  pregnancy.  The  mean  of  the  patients' 
ages  was  29  3-4.  All  the  children  were  born  alive  ;  one  case  was  pre- 
mature ;  eight  are  stated  to  have  died. 

The  face  presented  in  thirty-four  cases  ;  four  children  were  still-born. 

The  breech  presented  in  242  ;  of  these,  seventy-three  children  were 
still-born,  forty-two  putrid,  and  forty  of  the  242  premature. 

The  feet  presented  137  times  (not  including  twins);  sixty-two  were 
still-born,  forty-one  putrid,  and  thirty-six  premature. 

In  forty  cases  the  shoulder  or  arm  presented  ;  thirty-three  children 
were  turned  ;  of  which,  twenty  were  born  alive,  six  were  putrid.  In 
three  of  the  thirty-three,  the  head  required  to  be  lessened. 

Eleven  cases  of  placenta  prcevia  occurred  ;  in  eight  of  which  the  child 
presented  naturally,  four  were  turned,  one  was  expelled  by  the  natural 
efforts,  one  was  delivered  by  the  forceps  ;  in  two  the  head  was  lessened  ; 
two  presented  with  the  feet,  and  one  with  the  breech  ;  six  were  born 
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alive,  two  were  putrid.  Two  of  the  women  in  whom  the  children  were 
turned,  died. 

Hemorrhage  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta  took  place  in  forty- 
three  instances:  viz.  twenty  cases  of  it  during  the  first  fifteen  minutes, 
two  in  twenty  minutes,  one  in  thirty  minutes,  two  in  forty-five  minutes, 
five  during  the  first  hour,  two  in  one  hour  and  a  half,  three  in  two  hours, 
two  in  three  hours,  one  in  four  hours,  one  in  six  hours,  and  one  in  twelve 
hours.  In  one  case  it  took  place  on  the  fourth  day,  one  on  the  fifth,  and 
one  on  the  tenth  day.  Four  of  these  patients  died  ;  one  from  rupture 
of  the  uterus,  one  from  sloughing  of  the  vagina,  and  two  from  haemor- 
rhage. 

Retention  of  the  placenta  occurred  in  sixty-six  cases;  in  thirty-seven 
it  was  from  want  of  uterine  action,  in  nineteen  from  spasmodic  or  irregu- 
lar action,  in  ten  the  placenta  was  adherent  ;  four  were  twin  cases  ;  in 
twenty-four  there  was  slight  haemorrhage  ;  and  in  four  the  delivery  had 
been  u  forced."  Six  of  the  sixty-six  women  died  ;  viz.  four  of  puerpe- 
ral fever,  which  was  then  prevalent  ;  one  of  inflammation  of  the  uterus  ; 
and  one,  a  feeble  woman,  sunk  on  the  eighth  day  after  delivery.  In 
each  of  these  six,  the  placenta  was  retained  by  irregular  action  of  the 
uterus. 

Convulsions  appeared  in  thirty  patients,  of  whom  twenty-nine  were 
primiparae  ;  the  oilier  patient  was  in  her  second  pregnancy,  and  had  suf- 
fered from  a  similar  attack  before.  Fourteen  of  the  thirty-two  children 
(two  cases  of  twins),  were  born  alive.  In  eighteen  women  the  convul- 
sions subsided  after  delivery  ;  in  ten  they  occurred  both  before  and  after ; 
in  two  the  attack  did  not  appear  till  after  delivery.  Fifteen  were  deliver- 
ed by  the  natural  efforts,  six  by  the  forceps,  and  eight  by  perforation;  in 
one  case  the  feet  presented.    Five  women  died. 

Rupture  of  the  uterus  or  vagina  took  place  in  thirty-four  Instances  ; 
in  thirteen  posteriorly,  in  twelve  anteriorly,  in  two  laterally  ;  in  one  the 
os  uteri  was  torn  ;  and  in  six  the  precise  situation  of  the  injury  was  not 
mentioned.  In  nine  cases  of  the  thirty-four,  the  peritoneum  was  not 
lorn  ;  in  one  there  were  numerous  lacerations  of  the  peritoneum,  without 
the  substance  of  the  uterus  beini^  torn.    Two  women  recovered. 

The  funis  prolapsed  in  ninety-seven  cases,  in  twenty-four  of  which  the 
child  was  born  alive.  Twelve  of  the  ninety-seven  occurred  in  twin  cases  ; 
seven  of  the  twelve  with  the  second  child  ;  nine  where  the  feet  pre- 
sented, two  where  the  breech,  four  where  the  shoulder  or  arm,  and 
seven  where  the  hand  presented  with  the  head.  Seven  children  were 
putrid,  and  three  premature. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  women  died  (one  in  one  hundred).  In 
giving  a  scale  of  the  deaths  occurring  in  first,  he.  pregnancies,  the  great 
proportion  of  death  met  with  in  first  cases,  will  at  once  strike  the  reader. 
"  We  should  carefully  bear  in  mind,"  says  Dr.  Collins,  "  that  of  the 
16,434  women,  4969  gave  birth  to  first  children,  which  is  nearly  a 
third  of  the  entire  ;  therefore  any  relative  proportions  should  be  made 
with  reference  to  this  fact." 
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The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  in  the  above  cases  :  — 


Diarrhoea         -  1 

Typhus  fever                            ------  5 

Rupture  of  the  uterus  or  vagina           -  32 

Uterine  haemorrhage  II 

Puerperal  fever       -  59 

Inflammation  of  the  brain         -         -         -  3 

Ulceration  of  the  intestines         -         -        -  3 

Hectic  fever           -           -            -  -            _  1 

Grief,  apparently                                -       -  -        -         -  2 

Stricture  of  intestine            -           -  1 

Effects  of  tedious  and  difficult  labor        -        -  -        -       -       1 1 

Convulsions        -        --        --  -        -        -  2 

Sloughing  of  vagina        -        --  -----6 

Pericarditis         ------  1 

Peritoneal  inflammation  (placenta  retained)  4 

Abscesses  in  spinal  canal        -                   -  1 

Lumbar  abscess           -           -       -       -  -       -  1 

Phthisis         -   2 

Diffuse  cellular  inflammation  1 

Abscess  in  abdomen           -           -  -  2 

Acute  bronchitis           -           -           -  -  1 

Anomalous  disease            -            -            -  -  12 


Eighty-eight  women  were  attacked  with  puerperal  fever.  In  thirty- 
two  cases  it  appeared  on  the  first  day  ;  in  twenty-nine  on  the  second  ; 
in  eight,  on  the  third  ;  in  two,  on  the  fourth  ;  and  in  one  case,  on  the 
eighth  day.    The  mortality  is  stated  above. 

Of  the  16,654  children  which  were  born,  1,121  were  still-born,  527 
were  putrid;  293  of  the  1,121  were  premature;  460  of  the  1,121  were 
first  children.  For  further  particulars  of  children  dying  in  the  hospital, 
we  must  give  the  author's  statement  in  his  own  words  : 

"  The  total  number  of  children  born  was  16,654  ;  of  these,  284  died 
previous  to  the  mother  leaving  the  hospital.  This  is  nearly  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one  in  58  1-2,  which  must  be  considered  a  moderate  mortality 
under  any  circumstances  ;  however,  when  it  is  considered  that  this  includes 
not  only  all  the  deaths  that  occurred  in  children  born  prematurely,  and  in 
twins,  but  also  every  instance  where  the  heart  even  acted,  or  where 
respiration  ceased  in  a  few  seconds  after  birth,  the  proportion  of  death  be- 
comes trifling  indeed." 

Thirty-two  of  the  children  who  died  were  twins;  and  of  these,  seven- 
teen were  premature. — British  and  Foreign  Med.  Review. 


NOTICE  OF  MONTE  SANO,  ALA. 

BY   DANIEL    DRAKF,  M.D. 

The  phrase  "  Mountain  of  Health,"  may,  I  presume,  be  taken  as  a  fair 
translation  of  the  twTo  Latin  words,  which  indicate  the  spot  from  which 
I  now  write.    But  where  is  Monte  Sano  ?    Why,  inquisitive  reader,  just 
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two  miles  east  of  the  ancient  and  tranquil  town  of  Huntsville  in  North 
Alabama  ;  and  its  summit  towers  about  1000  feet  above  the  table  land 
on  which  said  town  is  built.  As  the  Cumberland  mountain  stretches 
down  to  the  south  west,  it  explodes,  so  to  speak,  into  several  masses, 
more  or  less  disjointed,  and  Monte  Sano  is  one  of  these.  Its  flat,  sand 
stone  summit,  overshadowed  by  stately  oaks  and  chesnuts,  is  bounded  by 
mural  precipices,  from  one  or  more  of  which,  springs  of  pure  water  burst 
out  with  a  temperature  proper  to  the  latitude  of  39,  instead  of  35degrees. 

Such  is  the  summer  retreat  of  the  people  of  Huntsville,  or  of  such  of 
its  wives  and  daughters,  as  prefer  the  labor  of  climbing  into  a  higher  ele- 
vation, to  that  of  travelling  into  a  higher  latitude,  or  of  remaining  at 
home  below. 

Although  of  limited  extent,  the  area  of  Monte  Sano  is  great  enough 
to  afford  comfortable  hot  weather  abodes  for  several  thousand  persons  ; 
and  not  being  at  this  time  "  in  the  way  "  of  prescribing  "  drugs  and 
medicines,"  1  beg  leave  to  send  to  such  of  our  drooping  friends  in  Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi  and  South  Alabama,  as  may  see  the  Western  Journal, 
the  following  prescription  :  R.  A  residence  on  Monte  Sano,  for  the  three 
summer  months. 

This  is  especially  adapted  to  all  such  as  cannot  make  long  voyages  to 
the  north,  or  have  no  more  sagacity  when  they  make  them,  than  to  con- 
tinue in  the  deep  valleys  of  the  rivers  which  they  ascend. 

But  Monte  Sano  is  not  the  only  salubrious  mountain  of  this  region. 
The  various  chains  known  under  the  names  of  Blue  Ridge,  Cumberland, 
Clinch,  Walden,  Racoon  and  Lookout,  through  which  the  beautiful  Ten- 
nessee and  its  numerous  tributaries  meander,  would  afford  summer  resi- 
dences for  a  nation.  They  are  the  back  and  upper  country  of  the  South, 
its  north-land,  a  subalpine  region,  wjiere  the  bilious  and  wilting  planters 
of  the  great  southern  declivity,  from  the  Saluda  to  the  Arkansas,  might 
congregate  in  hot  weather,  and  enjoy  the  luxury  of  cool  and  fresh  breezes 
—  pure  and  cold  water — mountain  rambles — new  companionships,  and 
thunder  storms  under  foot  as  well  as  over  head. —  Western  Med.  Jour. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL 


BOSTON,    DECEMBER   21,    18  3-6. 


STUDY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Students  of  medicine  are  respectfully  requested  to  examine  the  adver- 
tising page  of  the  Journal.  At  no  previous  time  in  the  history  of  Boston, 
has  there  been  such  facilities  for  acquiring  medical  knowledge.  There  is 
not  a  gentleman  named  in  either  of  the  notices  to  which  the  reader's  at- 
tention is  directed,  who  does  not  possess  the  highest  individual  qualifica- 
tions for  conducting  the  studies  of  a  pupil.  The  several  associations 
which  have  been  formed  for  the  more  complete  and  thorough  advance- 
ment of  those  placed  under  their  charge,  stand  deservedly  high.  Libra- 
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ries,  anatomical  cabinets,  the  practical  school  of  surgery  at  the  hospital, 
together  with  the  facilities  for  learning  minute  anatomy,  combine  to  ren- 
der this  city  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  that  could  be  selected  for 
studying  medicine  and  surgery. 


FOREIGN  MEDICAL  PERIODICALS. 

Word  comes  to  us  that  some  one  at  the  south  is  about  republishing  all 
the  foreign  medical  periodicals,  much  like  the  plan  now  pursued  in  this 
country  in  the  republication  of  the  literary  quarterlies  and  magazines.  It 
is  further  proposed  to  have  the  price  so  exceedingly  low,  that  every  body 
can  afford  to  patronize  the  undertaking.  Desirable  as  this  may  be,  it  is 
morally  certain  thnt  the  enterprise  will  go  begging — for  this  sad  reason, 
there  cannot  be  paying  subscribers  enough  to  sustain  such  a  flood  of 
pamphlets.  Sink  or  swim,  however,  let  us  have  them — and  as  far  as  our 
means  will  allow,  we  shall  eneourage  the  scheme. 


Great  Medical  Mobocracy. — Things  have  been  going  on  with  a  high 
hand  of  late,  in  New  York,  in  the  purlieus  of  the  medical  college.  A 
few  students  undertook  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  qualifications  of  the 
faculty;  and  to  accomplish  their  dishonorable  purpose  of  involving  the  in- 
stitution, professors  and  all,  in  as  much  trouble  as  possible,  endravoted  to 
excite  a  rebellion.  But  the  disturbers — there  were  only  a  dozen  of  them 
— have  had  their  quietus  :  we  regret  that  their  names  were  not  forward- 
ed, that  they  may  be  accounted  infamous  should  they  hereafter  endeav- 
or to  get  matriculated  at  any  other  college.  A  great  meeting  of  the  stu- 
dents was  held  on  the  1st  inst.  extremely  creditable  to  them,  which  re- 
stored order,  and  the  course  of  instruction  has  been  resumed. 


Mass:  General  Hospital. — J.  A.,  English  woollen  spinner,  set.  28.  En- 
tered the  medical  department  July  20th,  1836.  Patient  reported,  or* 
entrance,  that  he  had  been  troubled  for  more  than  a  year  past  with  a 
pain  and  swelling  of  left  ankle,  causing  some  lameness.  Early  in  last 
spring  he  experienced,  while  walking,  a  severe  pain  just  above  and  be- 
hind the  right  trochanter,  extending  downwards  to  knee  on  the  outside  of 
thigh,  which  has  gradually  been  getting  more  troublesome  since.  For 
the  last  two  months  the  pain  has  been  very  severe,  coming  on  suddenly 
after  any  effort,  and  sometimes  attacking  him  while  quite  at  rest — the 
pain,  however,  usually  lasting  but  for  a  short  time.  There  was  also 
some  occasional  pain  in  groin.  For  the  last  three  weeks  both  feet  have 
been  much  swollen — the  swelling  extending  up  to  the  knees  ;  this  is  un- 
attended with  pain,  but  the  parts  feel  stiff  and  uncomfortable.  The  renal 
excretion  has  been  small,  appetite  has  been  pretty  good  ;  bowels,  until 
lately,  regular.  Patient's  habits,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  have  been 
temperate  ;  says  that  he  is  not  aware  of  the  prevalence  of  any  rheumatic 
or  gouty  complaints  m  his  family.  On  examination  when  he  entered,  he 
presented  the  following  appearances.  Countenance  rather  pale  ;  pulse 
74,  varying  in  strength.  Black  coat  on  the  back  part  of  tongue.  Appe- 
tite pretty  good  ;  food  sets  well  ;  one  dejection  last  night.  Dejections 
painful.  Great  tenderness  at  present  about  anus  ;  has  had  lately  occa- 
sional bloody  discharges.    He  complains  of  great  pain   about  the  tro- 
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chanter  of  the  right  side.  Both  feet  and  legs  are  much  swollen.  The 
swollen  parts  are  smooth  and  glistening,  pitting  on  pressure.  The  urine 
is  slightly  turbid  after  boiling,  but  changes  by  acids,  and  by  solution  of 
oxymur.  of  mercury  throws  down  small  white  coagula. 

The  patient  was  treated  for  this  disease  by  the  physicians  of  the  hos- 
pital until  Sept.  13,  when  his  case  was  considered  to  be  one  requiring 
surgical  advice,  and  he  was  therefore  transferred  to  that  department, 
presenting  the  following  symptoms.  Complains  of  darting  and  most  ex- 
cruciating pain  seizing  him  at  times  in  the  right  hip,  and  extending  down 
the  thigh  to  knee.  Has  no  power  of  motion  in  the  right  limb,  or  rather 
the  pain  is  so  intense  on  moving  it,  that  he  fears  to  make  the  attempt. 
On  examination,  the  right  leg  is  shortened  two  inches,  the  foot  inverted, 
the  great  toe  resting  upon  the  instep  of  the  other  foot — presenting  the 
appearance  of  dislocation  on  the  dorsum  i!ii.  The  trochanter  is  felt 
drawn  up  about  two  inches  higher  than  the  corresponding  one  of  the  left 
limb.  The  left  ankle  is  much  swollen  ;  the  foot  bent  inwards,  painful  on 
pressure  and  on  motion.  He  also  experiences  the  same;  darting  pains  in 
this  joint  as  in  the  thigh.  He  has  an  ulceration  about  an  inch  square  in 
the  sacrum,  occasioned  by  pressure  from  long  confinement  on  the  back  ; 
has  been  taking  1  1-4  grs.  of  morphine,  in  solution,  per  day,  to  relieve 
pain.  His  general  health  not  very  greatly  disturbed.  Pulse  and  skin 
natural  ;  appetite  good. 

The  hip  was  treated  with  leeches,  cupping  and  blistering.  Leeches 
and  poultices  were  applied  to  the  anus.  Internally  he  took,  at  different 
times,  the  hydriodate  of  soda,  the  sulphate  of  morphine,  and  the  ext.  of 
conium.  The  sulphate  of  morphine  was  required  to  be  taken  regularly, 
to  relieve  pain. 

Under  this  treatment  the  hip  has  gradually  been  improving  ;  so  that 
at  the  present  time,  Dec.  10,  he  experiences  no  pain  either  on  motion  or 
pressure  of  that  part.  The  left  ankle,  however,  has  shown  no  signs  of 
amendment. 

On  the  6th  of  Oct.  a  puncture  was  made  with  the  lancet  on  the  inside 
of  the  joint,  over  internal  malleolus,  at  which  point  a  fluctuating  tumor 
presented  itself,  and  a  quantity  of  scrofulous  pus  discharged,  and  on  the 
14th  a  puncture  was  made  discharging  a  similar  collection  on  the  outside. 
These  openings  have  continued  to  discharge  since.  The  pain  in  this 
joint  has  been  of  the  most  excruciating  character,  as  well  when  at  rest 
as  in  motion — attempts  to  move  the  limb,  occasion  the  most  violent  out- 
cries— opiates  afford  but  little  relief.  Latterly,  under  this  severe  trial, 
his  health  has  begun  to  fail,  his  appetite  lessened,  and  he  has  required 
to  support  him  the  free  use  of  quinine  and  cinchona. 

From  the  circumstances  mentioned  above,  viz.  the  almost  insupportable 
pain,  the  loss  of  strength  and  appetite  occasioned  by  it,  and  the  unyield- 
ing nature  of  the  disease,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
amputation  of  the  limb.  The  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Hayvvard 
in  the  following  manner.  Compression  being  made  at  the  femoral  artery 
by  means  of  a  tourniquet  placed  on  the  thigh,  and  the  patient  supported 
as  far  off  the  edge  of  the  table  as  possible,  a  circular  incision  was  made 
through  the  skin  about  five  inches  below  the  knee  ;  the  skin  was  then 
dissected  up  and  turned  back,  the  superficial  muscles  next  cut  through,  and 
acatlin  passed  in  between  the  bones  so  as  to  divide  the  interosseus  liga- 
ment and  the  deep-seated  muscles.  The  retractor  was  then  applied  and  the 
bone  sawed  off  about  two  and  a  half  inches  below  the  knee-joint.  Three 
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arteries  required  ligature,  the  anterior  and  posterior  tibial  and  the  pe- 
roneal. The  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  together  so  as  to  pie- 
sent  an  oblique  wound  nearly  in  the  direction  of  the  hones,  and  secured 
by  adhesive  straps  and  a  bandage.  The  patient  bore  the  operation  re- 
markably well,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  much  exhausted. 

Examination  of  the  diseased  part  fully  confirmed  the  opinion  of  the 
surgeons  in  the  necessity  of  its  removal,  Extensive  erosion  of  the  carti- 
lages and  caries  of  the  bones  had  taken  place  in  the  tibio-tarsal  articula- 
tion, also  in  the  articulation  between  the  astragalus  and  the  naviculare, 
and  on  the  dorsal  portion  of  the  left  of  the  cuneiform  bones.  All  of  these 
bones  were  likewise  much  softened.  The  head  and  lower  portions  of  the 
fibula  and  tibia  were  also  enlarged  and  softened — a  considerable  quantity 
of  lymph  had  been  thrown  out  and  surrounded  the  diseased  joint. 

From  the  interesting  nature  of  this  case,  the  previous  history  of  it  has 
been  given  somewhat  in  detail.  There  is  perhaps  seldom  met  with  one  in 
which  so  long  and  excruciating  pain  has  been  endured  with  less  affection 
of  the  general  health,  than  that  presented  in  the  foregoing  instance. 


Officers  of  ihe  Boston  Dispensary. — Managers,  Edward  Tuckerman, 
(Chairman),  Samuel  H.  Wallev,  Isaac  Winslow,  Samuel  May,  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Gideon  F.  Thayer,  Nathaniel  L.  Frothingham,  Pliny  Cutler, 
Edmund  Munroe,  James  II.  Foster,  George  H.  Snelling  and  William 
Gray  (Secretary).  Treasurer,  Gideon  Snow.  Consulting  Physicians, 
John  Randall,  M.D.,  Solomon  Townsend,  M.D.  Visiting  Physicians, 
District  of  Wards  1  and  3,  Henry  G.  Clark,  M.D.  ;  Ward  2,  Alonzo 
Chapin,  M.D.;  Ward  4,  Francis  H.  Gray,  M.  I). ;  Wards  5,  6  and  7,  Wm. 
G.  Hanaford,  M.D.  ;  Broad  street  District,  John  H.  Dix,  M.D.  ;  Fort 
Hill  do.,  H.  B.  Inches,  M.D.  ;  District  of  Ward  10,  Abner  B.  Wheeler, 
M.D.  ;  Ward  11,  Henry  J.  Bowditch,  M.D.  ;  Ward  12,  John  Odin,  Jr. 
M.D.  ;  South  Boston  District,  Marcellus  Bovven,  M.D. 


McLean  Insane  Asylum. — Dr.  Luther  V.  Bell,  of  Deny,  N.  H.  has 
been  unanimously  elected  physician  and  superintendent  of  this  well- 
known  institution,  located  in  Charlestown,  Mass.  The  people  of  New 
Hampshire  would  have  been  gainers  in  giving  Dr.  Bell  a  retaining  salary 
of  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  take  charge  of  their  contemplated 
insane  hospital  ;  but  it  is  now  too  late,  and  his  services  are  lost  to  the 
granite  State. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  December  17,  33.    Males,  17— females,  16. 

Teethihg,  I— dropsy,  1— scarlet  fever,  1— lung  fever,  5- consumption,  5— typhus  fever,  1— throat 
distemper,  1  — erysipelas,  1 — decline,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  I — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — old 
age>  2 — burn,  1— infantile,  4 — fever,  1 — croup,  1 — child-bed,  1 — intemperance,  1— sudden,  J — bowel 
complaint,  1 — stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry  ;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 
*  MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HENRY  I.  BOVV01TCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 
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PROLAPSUS  UTERI  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR..  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTERO- ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
Uteri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  healt  h.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity 
from  the  distressing  "  dragging  and  bearifig  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero  Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders^ad- 
dresse  i  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.    Price,  $10. 

Lowe  &.  Rued,  Boston  ;  David  Kimi<all,  Portsmouth,  N.  II.;  Joshua  Dijrgin,  Portland,  Me.  ; 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1. ;  Elisha  Edwards,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5 — 6m 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Eat  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  oi  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eve. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  iuforuiatiiHi,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
v  Franklin  Street,  Nov.  9,  1836.  N16— tf  JOHN  H.  DiX,  M.D. 
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ON  MORAL  MEDICINE. 

FROM  A  LECTURE    BY   CHARLES    CALDWELL,   M.D.,  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

The  manners  and  general  character  of  a  physician,  more  especially  his 
deportment  in  sick  rooms,  are  a  source  of  moral  impression  on  his  pa- 
tients, much  more  influential  than  it  is  usually  supposed  to  be.  If  they 
are  harsh  and  blustering,  or  marked,  in  any  way.  with  incivility,  or  a 
want  of  feeling,  they  impress  disagreeably  and  injuriously,  and  always 
ought  to  procure,  as  they  often  do,  the  dismissal  from  employment  of 
him  who  practises  them.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  mild,  affable  and 
kind,  courteous,  attractive  and  dignified — such,  in  all  respects,  as  charac- 
terize a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  feeling — they  cannot  fail  to  do  much 
good.  A  cheering  lenitive  to  pain  and  distress,  they  tend  directly  to 
assuage  irritation  and  anxiety,  and  minister  to  hope  ;  and,  in  doing  this, 
they  contribute  indirectly  to  calm  and  relieve  a  throbbing  brow  and  an 
aching  head,  cool  the  burning  of  a  fevered  hand,  and  almost  occasion, 
in  the  sufferer,  a  forgetfulness  of  his  disease.  These  effects  they  pro- 
duce on  a  two-fold  ground  ;  the  bland  and  soothing  impression  they  im- 
mediately make  on  the  patient's  brain,  which  diffuses  its  benign  influ- 
ence throughout  his  system  ;  and  the  confidence  they  beget,  and  the 
gratitude  and  affection  toward  his  physician,  which  they  awaken  in  his 
mind.  They  thus  put  his  brain  into  so  good  a  condition,  as  to  enable  it 
to  do  its  duty  the  better  to  the  other  parts  of  his  body.  For  the  true 
and  only  mode  of  successful  practice  is,  to  restore  the  controlling  organs 
to  soundness,  and  they  will  produce  on  the  subordinate  ones  a  similar 
effect.  These  latter  considerations  are  peculiarly  important.  The  phy- 
sician, who  possesses  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  his  patients,  can 
scarcely  fail  to  be  successful  in  his  practice.  Beyond  a  doubt,  other 
things  being  alike,  he  will  be  more  successful  with  such  moral  aids,  than 
he  could  be  without  them. 

On  certain  well-known  principles  of  human  nature,  the  same  reme- 
dies administered  by  a  favorite  practitioner,  in  whom  confidence  is  re- 
posed, will  prove  much  more  beneficial,  than  if  they  came  from  one  to 
whom  the  sick  are  indifferent,  in  whose  skill  they  do  not  confide,  or 
whom  they  have  reason  to  dislike.  Nor  is  disgust  of  a  medicinal  article 
much  less  prejudicial,  than  antipathy  to  him  who  prescribes  and  pre- 
pares it.  Hen  .e  the  propriety  of  making  medicines  as  grateful  as  possi- 
ble to  the  taste.  It  is  the  result  of  experience,  as  well  as  a  fair  deduc- 
tion, from  principle,  that,  other  things  being  equal,  a  medicinal  sub- 
stance disagreeable  to  the  taste,  contributes  less  toward  the  removal  of 
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disease,  than  one  which  is  pleasing  to  it.  On  the  principles  of  moral 
medicine,  this  may  be  easily  explained.  As  already  stated,  the  brain  is 
the  seat  of  every  form  of  feeling.  All  disagreeable  feelings,  therefore, 
(of  which  an  offensive  taste  is  not  the  least  operative  and  repulsive) 
are  irritants  to  that  organ,  produce  in  it  some  sort  of  unnatural  action, 
and  not  only  injure  it  immediately,  but  the  rest  of  the  system  indirectly, 
through  its  influence.  I  do  not  say  that  S  have  never  known  pills  and 
powders,  potions  and  boluses,  swallowed  reluctantly  and  with  feelings  of 
disgust,  to  be  productive  of  good  ;  but  I  do  say,  that  I  have  known 
them  to  do  mischief,  in  cases  where  they  were  not  improper  in  them- 
selves. For  the  same  reason  offensive  smells,  loud,  harsh,  and  disa- 
greeable sounds,  and  strong  light  are  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the 
infirm  and  sensitive,  and  more  especially  to  those  who  are  already  suf- 
fering from  a  cephalic  complaint.  By  acting  immediately  and  delete- 
riously  on  the  brain,  they  injure  secondarily  the  rest  of  the  system. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  silence,  darkness,  and  unadulterated  air  in  the 
wards  and  chambers  of  patients  laboring  under  cerebral  affections,  more 
especially  when  connected  with  fever. 

On  the  same  ground,  all  corroding  and  strongly  exciting  passions, 
such  as  grief,  fear,  anxiety,  anger,  hatred,  and  revenge,  are  prejudicial 
to  the  sick.  They  consist  of  excessive  and  therefore  deleterious  action 
in4he  brain,  vitiating  its  influence,  and  unfitting  it  for  the  salutary  super- 
intendence of  the  system.  The  victims  they  consign  to  the  grave  are 
innumerable.  This  is  more  especially  true  of  fear,  during  the  preva- 
lence of  epidemic  complaints  supposed  to  be  contagious.  On  such  oc- 
casions, that  passion  is  not  only  a  frequent  and  exciting  cause  of  disease, 
but  often  swells  very  appallingly  the  bills  of  mortality,  by  deepening  the 
malignity  of  the  complaint,  paralyzing  hope,  one  of  the  chief  conserva- 
tors of  life,  and  weakening  the  recuperative  powers  of  the  sick.  Yet 
how  rarely  is  it  true  that  epidemics  are  contagious  ?  After  a  course  of 
observation  and  inquiry,  pursued  attentively  for  thirty  years,  mingled 
with  no  inconsiderable  share  of  experience,  my  conviction  is  decided, 
that  within  that  period,  epidemic  smallpox  excepted,  no  contagious  epi- 
demic has  prevailed  in  the  United  Siates.  That  this  opinion  is  opposed 
to  that  of  a  majority,  perhaps  a  very  large  one,  of  the  physicians  of  our 
country,  I  have  not  now  to  learn.  That  consideration,  however,  does 
not  move  me.  My  endeavor  is,  to  make  my  views  conform  to  facts, 
regardless  of  their  discrepancy  with  the  views  of  others.  And,  on  that 
ground,  1  have  no  hesitation  in  considering  a  belief  in  the  contagious 
nature  of  yellow  fever,  plague,  cholera,  influenza,  and  peripneumonia 
typhodes,  as  unfounded  as  a  belief  in  necromancy  or  witchcraft.  Nor 
have  1  any  solid  reason  to  say  less  of  a  belief  in  the  contagious  nature  of 
measles.  And,  in  time  to  come,  when  ignorance  and  prejudice  shall 
have  given  way  to  a  brighter  day  of  knowledge,  such,  I  feel  persuaded, 
will  be  the  opinion  of  the  world.  But  I  am  not  yet  done  with  the  in- 
fluence of  malign  impressions  on  the  brain,  in  producing  particular  forms 
of  disease. 

Fear,  grief,  despair,  jealousy,  rage,  ambition,  disappointed  love,  and 
excessive  religious  enthusiasm  are  often  the  productive  cause  of  insanity. 
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So  are  paroxysms  of  inordinate  joy,  and  other  forms  of  strong  moral 
impression  ;  and  the  same  causes  induce  also  vertigo,  hemorrhagy,  fever, 
epilepsy,  paralysis,  apoplexy,  and  sudden  death.  Of  excessive  study, 
long-protracted  watchfulness,  deep  anxiety,  and  every  other  source  of 
high  cerebral  excitement,  the  same  is  true.  In  persons  predisposed  to 
mental  derangement,  all  such  causes,  acting  as  irritants  on  the  brain, 
contribute  to  its  development,  and  should,  therefore,  as  far  as  possible, 
be  avoided. 

Nor,  as  already  suggested,  do  these  causes  confine  their  action  to  the 
brain.  They  often  throw  it  indirectly  on  the  lungs,  in  the  form  of  con- 
sumption, and  on  the  chylopoietic  organs,  producing  dyspepsia,  gastrody- 
nia,  colic,  gastritis,  and  other  kinds  of  abdominal  derangement.  From 
the  same  source  spring,  occasionally,  jaundice,  hepatitis,  and  intestinal 
inflammation.  In  females,  whose  sensibility,  as  already  mentioned,  is 
more  acute,  and  their  sympathies  more  active  and  pervading  than  those 
of  men,  cerebral  irritation  often  produces  serious  uterine  affections.  This 
is  true  in  a  more  especial  manner,  as  respects  the  gravid  uterus,  abor- 
tion, and  permanent  injuries  to  the  foetus  resulting  from  the  influence  of 
the  passions,  as  a  very  frequent  occurrence.  Nor,  as  might  be  easily 
shown,  do  the  skin,  kidneys,  and  heart  escape  mischief  from  it.  Indeed, 
excessive  passion  consisting  in  a  state  of  inordinate  and  deleterious  cere- 
bral irritation,  and  the  brain  being,  as  already  stated,  the  governing  organ, 
it  is  impossible  for  any  other  portion  of  the  system  to  escape. 

The  moral  treatment  of  fever  consists  in  the  exclusion  of  all  deep 
sensations  and  irritative  cerebral  impressions.  Darkness  and  silence,  the 
mildest  kind  of  food  and  drink,  an  atmosphere  pure,  odorless,  and  pleas- 
ant in  temperature,  and  perfect  cleanliness  of  skin  and  clothing,  are  es- 
sential. I  say  the  atmosphere  of  sick  rooms  should  be  "odorless  ;"  and 
to  this  I  attach  much  more  importance  than  is  usually  done  by  medical 
writers.  That  the  influence  of  odors  on  the  brain  is  highly  exciting  and 
often  deleterious,  cannot  be  doubted.  Hence  the  sickness  and  fainting 
which  proceed  from  it,  in  some  cases,  and  the  fierce  passions  and  tempo- 
rary madness,  in  others.  The  effect  of  certain  smells  on  the  brains  of 
the  inferior  animals,  producing  in  them,  in  some  instances,  the  wildest 
fear,  and,  in  others,  ungovernable  fury,  is  matter  of  notoriety  to  e very- 
observer. 

As  respects  personal  purity,  its  moral  influence  is  not,  in  general, 
duly  appreciated.  On  many  individuals  it  is  powerful,  and  acts  more  or 
less  favorably  on  all.  1  once  knew  a  lady  of  excellent  intellect  and 
high  accomplishments,  but  unusually  sensitive  on  the  subject  of  cleanli- 
ness, thrown  into  convulsions  and  nearly  destroyed,  by  being  maliciously 
told  that  her  breath  and  perspiration  had  an  unpleasant  odor — an  asser- 
tion the  more  reprehensible,  because  it  was  untrue.  And  a  conviction  of 
that,  kindly  but  firmly  impressed  on  the  patient's  mind,  proved  peculiarly 
medicinal. 

The  attention  of  the  nurse  should  be  so  vivid  and  faithful,  as  to  satisfy, 
on  that  point,  the  wishes  of  the  sick  ;  her  treatment  should  be  kind, 
and  her  manners  affectionate,  and  the  deportment  of  the  physician,  as 
already  stated,  should  embody  everything  calculated  to  soothe  distress, 
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cherish  hope,  and  inspire  confidence.  Willi  a  countenance  marked  with 
tempered  cheerfulness,  his  manners  and  conversation  should  he  equally 
remote  horn  mirth  and  moroseness,  gloom  and  levity,  and  he  should  do 
nothing  to  produce  in  his  patient  either  alarm  and  despondency,  or  undue 
buoyancy  and  elevation  of  spirits.  In  fine,  his  professional  ethics  being 
judiciously  regulated,  and  his  intercourse  with  the  sick  grateful  and  en- 
couraging, are  measures  which  enhance  not  a  little  the  moral  of  Ills 
practice. 

In  convalescence  from  most  diseases,  especially  if  it  be  accompanied 
by  depression  of  mind,  the  moral  impression  produced  by  cheerful  socie- 
ty judiciously  indulged  in,  as  well  as  that  by  interesting  and  pleasant 
amusements,  is  highly  beneficial.  By  exciting  the  brain,  in  a  salutary 
manner,  and  to  the  proper  extent,  it  restores  to  it  its  lost  strength,  and 
enables  it  to  communicate  again  its  invigorating  influence  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  system.  For  the  brain  is  as  certainly  strengthened  by  suitable 
exercise,  as  the  muscles  of  voluntary  motion.  Hence  circulation,  arte- 
rialization,  nutrition,  secretion,  and  all  the  other  functions  of  the  system 
are  improved  in  their  character,  and  health  and  strength  are  established 
and  confirmed.  In  those  who  are  enfeebled  and  disspirited  by  disease, 
the  steady  maintenance  of  the  hope  of  recovery  is  peculiarly  important. 
It  is  highly  medicinal  to  a  large  and  powerful  organ  of  the  brain,  and 
through  that  to  the  system  at  large.  To  this  point,  therefore,  physicians 
and  nurses  should  be  strictly  attentive.  Neither  doubt  nor  despondency 
should  cloud  their  countenances;  nor  should  they  express  in  words,  or 
signify  by  actions,  the  slightest  discouragement.  Even  to  those  who  are 
in  health,  hope  is  much,  to  confirm  them  in  their  resolutions,  and  cheer 
them  in  their  toils.  But  to  the  sick  and  enfeebled  it  is  everything — 
their  sun-light  by  day,  their  dream  of  joy  and  well-being  by  night,  and 
their  balm  and  consolation  under  all  they  endure.  Their  chief  life-giver 
and  source  of  enjoyment,  to  extinguish  it  would  be  to  destroy.  Hence 
the  delicate  and  precarious  task  a  physician  has  to  perform,  when  he  is 
called  upon  to  prognosticate  the  issue  of  a  disease.  Should  he  predict 
recovery,  and  the  complaint  prove  fatal,  his  reputation  suffers  ;  and,  if 
his  prediction  be  unfavorable,  it  may  aid  not  a  little  in  its  own  fulfilment. 
In  diseases  of  danger,  therefore,  a  physician  should  never  prognosticate, 
except  under  circumstances  he  cannot  resist. — Transylvania  Med.  Jour. 


ON  PERCUSSION. 

FROM   DR.   BELL'S  PRIZE  DISSERTATION. 

In  examining  by  percussion,  the  points  mainly  to  be  attended  to,  are  the 
following.  The  patient  should  be  in  a  still,  quiet  apartment,  and  in  a 
standing  posture,  or  at  least  sitting  up,  as  laying  in  contact  with  a  yield- 
ing substance,  such  as  a  mattress  or  bed,  or  even  a  stuffed  easy-chair, 
detracts  essentially  from  the  clearness  and  accuracy  of  the  sounds.  I 
have  ever  found  the  standing  position, •w hen  the  strength  of  the  patient 
issuch  as  to  admit  of  it,  to  be  that  which  is  best  suited  to  the  object  in 
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view.  In  this  position,  1  am  persuaded  that  the  muscles  and  integu- 
ments of  the  thorax  are  rendered  more  tense,  and  the  subjacent  organs 
are  by  their  gravity  thus  prevented  from  being  pressed  against  the  dia- 
phragm, and  thus  deadening  the  resonance.  The  patient,  if  the  percus- 
sion is  to  be  made  immediately  or  directly,  should  have  on  a  thin  dress, 
certainly  not  more  than  a  single  thickness,  to  prevent  a  ceitain  clattering 
or  clacking  sound,  as  it  has  been  termed,  which  results  from  the  contact 
of  the  patient's  skin  and  the  naked  fingers.  A  glove  on  the  operator's 
hand,  effects  the  same  result.  As  w7as  before  remarked,  great  caution 
should  be  taken  that  the  blow  should  be  made  suddenly,  by  the  motion 
of  the  wrist  mainly,  the  fingers  accurately  ending  in  the  same  plane,  the 
blow  being  made  perpendicularly  with  the  extremities,  and  not  with  the 
anterior  pulpy  points.  Jt  is  also  of  no  little  moment  in  endeavoring  to 
elicit  the  comparative  sounds  of  the  two  sides  of  the  chest,  that  they 
should  be  percussed  with  the  same  force,  under  the  same  angle,  and  on 
the  same  corresponding  points,  as  nearly  as  possible.  The  integuments 
and  muscles  should  always  be  brought  as  tense  and  thin  as  practicable. 
To  accomplish  this  on  the  anterior  face  of  the  thorax,  the  patient  must 
throw  back  the  shoulders  and  elbows,  and  elevate  the  head  ;  on  the 
posterior  surface,  this  result  may  be  effected  by  stooping  the  head  and 
shoulders  and  crossing  the  arms  in  front  ;  in  the  axillary  and  lateral  re- 
gions, the  hands  may  be  crossed  over  the  top  of  the  head.  The  chest 
may  be  filled  by  active  inspiration.  The  sound  elicited  from  the  healthy 
chest  by  percussion,  resembles  the  stifled  sound  of  a  drum  enveloped  with 
a  thick  woolen  cloth  or  covering.  The  clearness  or  fulness  of  the  sound, 
depends  upon  the  natural  structure  of  the  lun2;s  being  entirely  filled  with 
air,  modified,  however,  by  two  circumstances,  viz.  the  nature  and  thick- 
ness of  the  enveloping  parietes,  and  by  the  nature  and  contiguity  of  ad- 
jacent structures  and  organs.  The  grand  principle  is,  that  the  presence 
of  any  substance  or  structure  which  increases  the  density  of  the  con- 
tained parts,  will  occasion  a  deficiency  of  sound,  whilst  the  unnatural 
presence  of  aeriform  contents,  as  in  pneumo-thorax,  emphysema,  &c. 
will  give  origin  to  an  increased  sensation  of  hollowness,  or  a  morbid  clear- 
ness of  sound.  Jt  is  then  the  power  of  discriminating  the  degree  of  in- 
fluence or  interference  produced  by  natural  difference  of  parts,  which 
constitutes  the  groundwork  for  the  study  of  percussion  of  the  healthy 
chest ;  and  the  talent  to  separate  and  judge  of  the  variations  produced 
by  disease  in  the  natural  sounds,  which  forms  the  value  of  percussion  in 
disease.  It  is  then  self-evident,  that  the  application  of  the  last  named 
class  of  facts  is  intimately  connected  with  the  former  ;  that  a  knowledge 
of  morbid  sounds  must  be  preceded  by  a  full,  thorough,  practical  or 
rather  experimental  acquaintance  with  those  of  the  healthy  subject.  It 
is,  I  am  convinced,  by  not  realizing  the  all-importance  of  this  initiatory 
acquirement,  that  so  manv  persons  have  given  up  the  study  at  its  very 
commencement,  attributing  to  a  want  of  facility  and  certainty  in  the 
science,  what  was  solely  attributable  to  their  own  misconception. 

It  would  be  deemed  the  height  of  absurdity  for  the  student  of  medi- 
cine to  endeavor  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  pathological  anatomy,  before 
he  was  versed  in  the  common  appearances  of  normal  structure  ;  how 
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much  more  so,  to  pretend  to  examine  into  the  more  delicate  and  difficult 
subjects  (more  difficult  because  its  facts  are  addressed  to  the  ear— an 
organ  far  less  cultivated,  perhaps  far  less  exact,  in  communicating  ideas 
to  the  sensorium  than  the  eye),  that  of  recognizing. and  appreciating  pa- 
thological sounds,  before  natural  ones  are  well  known.  Let  the  student 
then  commence  his  investigations  on  this  subject,  in  the  full  understand- 
ing and  conviction  that  his  first  and  essential  duty  is  to  acquire  a  full, 
thorough  and  familiar  knowledge  of  the  sounds  of  the  healthy  thorax, 
and  that  he  can  acquire  this  only  by  diligent,  repeated,  reiterated 
experiment  : 

Vos  exemplaria, 
Noctiirna.  versate  manu,  versate  tliunia. 

He  must  examine  the  chests  of  similar  subjects  again  and  again,  till 
the  sounds  of  every  region  are  as  familiar  and  obvious  to  his  ear,  as  those 
of  a  favorite  air,  or  the  particular  noles  of  a  bell  or  musical  instrument. 
After  he  lias  acquired  this  knowledge  completely,  let  him  discover  the 
modifications  produced  in  individuals  whose  thoracic  parietes  are  consid- 
erably enveloped  by  integuments,  muscles,  fat,  &c.  ;  Jet  him  contrast  the 
sounds  peculiar  to  childhood,  to  old  age,  and,  if  practicable,  those  of  both 
sexes.  When  these  preliminaries  are  accomplished,  he  may  consider 
himself  prepared  to  commence  his  studies  on  the  diseased  subject.  And 
were  I  to  recommend  a  course  of  study  on  this  science,  the  first  lesson 
should  be  taken  upon  a  subject,  in  whom  the  extent  of  pulmonary  dis- 
ease should  render  the  pathological  peculiarities  and  changes  of  sound 
evident  and  marked,  and  this  for  two  reasons  ;  first,  because  in  this  man- 
ner, the  student  will  be  more  favorably  impressed  with  the  practical  and 
unequivocal  results  of  his  pursuit  ;  he  will  be  satisfied  that  to  a  certain 
decree,  at  least,  its  benefits  are  within  his  grasp  ;  and  secondly,  because 
his  ear  recognizing  distinctly  the  contrast  of  the  morbid  sounds  0/  a 
given  disease,  and  the  healthy  sounds  of  the  individual's  chest,  upon 
which  his  first  experiments  have  been  tried,  their  respective  peculiarities 
will  be  fixed  in  his  mind,  with  all  the  firmness  of  a  first  impression. 

There  are  some  who  have  discarded  the  employment  of  percussion, 
or  rather,  I  should  say,  who  have  neglected  its  study,  because  its  acqui- 
sition is  so  difficult.  Such  ought  to  give  up  the  study  of  the  pulse,  of 
the  physiognomy  of  disease,  of  abdominal  pressure,  in  short  of  all  those 
aids  in  detecting  disease  which  are  most  valuable  and  certain  ;  a  know- 
ledge of  which  marks  the  dividing  line  between  the  empiric  and  the  man 
of  science.  It  is  an  objection  unworthy  of  being  adduced,  by  any  one 
devoted  to  the  noble  profession  of  medicine.  I  would  not  speak  slightly 
or  disparagingly  of  a  subject  of  which  1  have  little  accurate  knowledge,  but 
facts  I  believe  will  authorize  the  assertion,  that  the  same  amount  of  zeal 
and  application  requisite  to  attain  an  acquaintance  with  the  new  science 
of  phrenology,  would  be  amply  adequate  to  acquire  a  full,  practical,  ap- 
plicable knowledge  of  percussion  and  auscultation.  Yet  strange  infatua- 
tion !  at  the  present  day,  it  must  be  confessed  that  two  students  of  the 
former  are  found  to  one  of  the  latter. 

There  is  a  second  class,  who  allege  the  uncertainty  of  the  results  de- 
rived from  percussion,  as  an  objection  to  its  study.     If  the  fact  be  so, 
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whence  is  this  uncertainty  of  result  but  from  imperfection  in  the  know- 
ledge ?  What  aid  in  medicine  for  a  long  series  of  years  is  more  indefi- 
nite, more  uncertain,  than  the  pulse  ?  By  a  third  class,  an  objection  still 
more  plausible  is  offered  to  the  employment  of  these  aids.  This  is,  that 
the  opportunity  of  verifying  on  the  dead  subject,  the  connection  be- 
tween the  pathological  changes  and  the  morbid  alterations  of  sounds  ob- 
served, are  too  rare  in  this  country  to  permit  the  practitioner  to  indulge 
any  reasonable  expectation  of  becoming  au  jait  in  this  difficult  mode  of 
ascertaining  disease.  In  the  infancy  of  this  science,  this  objection  might 
have  had  some  farce  ;  more  certainly  than  it  is  entitled  to  at  the  present 
day.  For  the  language  now  employed  to  convey  descriptions  of  morbid 
variations  and  peculiarities  of  sound,  renders  us  as  capable  of  appreciat- 
ing many,  indeed  I  may  say  most  of  them,  as  definitely  and  as  readily, 
as  that  used  for  the  illustration  of  any  other  portion  of  pathological  evi- 
dence. In  regard  to  the  subjects  which  are  addressed  to  other  senses, 
we  are  willing  to  take  much  upon  trust;  to  depend  upon  the  experience 
of  others,  without  requiring  a  personal  verification  at  every  step  ;  and 
however  desirable  such  investigation  may  be,  it  is  certainly  far  from  be- 
ing essential.  It  is  true  that  the  public  opportunities  for  pathological 
anatomy  are  very  limited  in  the  United  States  ;  that  the  private  means 
of  study  are  so,  is  after  all  the  fault  of  the  practitioner  himself.  Jn  JNew 
England,  I  have  never  known  a  practitioner  who  has  been  really  de- 
sirous of  making  autopsic  examinations,  who  was  deprived  of  sufficient 
opportunities. 


ANEUBISMj  OF  THE  EXTERNAL  ILIAC  ARTERY. 

[Concluded  from  page  313. 1 

Remarks. — The  great  improvements  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
arteries,  within  the  la^t  thirty  years,  have  been  founded  on  operations 
apparently  of  a  hopeless  nature.  When  a  disease  seems  to  be  past  the 
reach  of  the  restorative  powers  of  the  constitution,  the  surgeon  is  justified 
in  attempting  operations  which  present  but  little  hope  of  success.  These 
considerations  will,  I  trust,  be  thought  sufficient  to  justify  an  operation 
undertaken  with  so  many  unfavorable  circumstances  as  this.  The  pub- 
lication of  such  cases  ought  not  to  be  withheld,  because  their  termination 
is  not  favorable  ;  for  cases  presenting  great  difficulties  are  quite  as  in- 
structive as  those  done  with  facility.  It  is  a  high  professional  duty  to 
make  known  the  history  of  such  cases  for  general  information  ;  and  it 
seems,  too,  to  be  a  piece  of  respect  due  to  those  who  attend  an  operation 
where  the  essential  part  is  concealed  from  the  eye  of  spectators,  to  ex- 
plain to  them  the  course  it  took,  and  the  difficulties  it  presented.  This 
operation,  as  already  stated,  was  undertaken  with  reluciance,  on  account 
of  the  bad  condition  of  the  patient  from  the  long  and  excessive  use 
of  ardent  spirits.  Moreover  he  was  in  a  very  low  stale  ;  and  his  disease 
promised  to  ofTer  great  difficulties  and  dangers.  The  anticipated  diffi- 
culties turned  out  to  be  such  as  were  expected  ;  but  in  addition  to  these, 
others  presented,  which  were  extraordinary,  and  were  not  anticipated. 
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The  course  of  this  operation  was  very  satisfactory  to  the  point  where 
the  artery  was  discovered  ;  and  it  was  executed  in  a  short  time.  At 
the  moment  the  difficulties  seemed  to  be  overcome,  t hey  presented  in 
their  full  force.  The  dissection  of  the  muscles,  the  raising  of  the  fascia 
transversalis,  the  pealing  up  of  the  peritoneum,  were  accomplished  with 
comparative  facility.  It  was  not  till  the  aneurism  needle  was  passed  to 
the  further  side  of  the  artery,  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to  discover 
the  ligature  by  t tie  touch.  The  substitution  of  an  instrument  with  a 
moveable  point  seemed  to  promise  that  this  impediment  would  be  over- 
come:  but  the  length  of  the  curve  of  the  needle  made  it  most  difficult 
to  turn  it  without  the  aid  of  the  finger,  and  this  was  not  sufficiently 
long  to  favor  this  manoeuvre.  The  depth  of  the  wound  was  five  inches. 
The  greatest  room  which  could  be  gained  externally  was  less  than  three  ; 
and  this  was  diminished  by  the  active  muscular  contraction  which  oc- 
curred. It  might  be  thought  that  by  some  contrivance  more  room  might 
be  gained.  But  this  was  not  possible.  The  incision  was  found  to  be 
exactly  in  the  most  favorable  place.  It  extended  obliquely  from  the 
edge  of  the  ribs  to  the  aneurismal  tumor,  and  even  over  the  tumor. 
Room,  then,  could  not  be  gained  upwards,  on  account  of  the  ribs,  nor 
would  it  have  been  of  any  use  in  that  direction.  Downwards,  the  in- 
cision could  go  no  further,  for  it  reached  the  sac.  A  cross  incision  in- 
wards would  have  come  on  the  intestines  ;  and  besides,  would  have  made 
a  breach  in  the  abdominal  parietes  which  could  not  have  been  healed. 
The  ligature  was  at  length  passed  by  seizing  the  moveable  point  of  an 
aneurism  needle  with  dressing  forceps.  To  discover  this  point  under 
the  intestines,  within  the  psoas  muscle,  was  an  affair  of  great  difficulty, 
on  account  of  the  stiffness  of  the  muscles,  which  prevented  turning  the 
internal  end  of  the  forceps  sufficiently  downwards.  When  the  liga- 
ture was  safely  drawn  out,  a  new  embarrassment  was  caused  by  the 
complaints  of  the  patient  on  tying  it  ;  for  although  there  was  the  most 
perfect  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  permitted  that  nothing  was  in- 
cluded therein  but  the  artery,  the  appearance  was  too  striking  to  justify 
an  operator  in  allowing  the  ligature  to  remain  under  such  circumstances 
without  further  examination.  Having  this  ligature  on  the  vessel,  it  wTas 
thought  justifiable  to  cut  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  muscle  over 
the  aneurismal  tumor.  The  finger  being  placed  on  the  top  of  the  tumor, 
and  the  internal  oblique  and  transversalis  muscles  being  supposed  to 
cover  its  face,  such  an  incision  appeared  safe  ;  but  in  doing  this,  the  sac 
was  wounded,  by  reason  of  the  extraordinary  hernia  the  sac  had  made 
through  these  muscles.  This,  though  it  had  a  formidable  aspect  at  the 
instant,  was  of  no  moment,  for  the  ligature  on  the  artery  being  still  tight, 
prevented  a  drop  of  blood  issuing,  excepting  from  the  sac.  The  dis- 
charge of  blood  from  the  sac  lessened  the  prominence  of  the  tumor,  and 
the  cut  of  the  tendon  made  sufficient  room  to  feel  the  artery  more  fully, 
to  pass  another  ligature  higher  than  the  first,  and  to  relax  the  lower, 
which  had  only  a  single  knot.  The  place  where  the  ligature  was  applied 
was  two  inches  below  the  bifurcation  of  the  aorta  ;  and  as  the  primitive 
iliac  is  usually  more  than  two  inches  long,  it  was  supposed  the  ligature 
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was  on  the  primitive  iliac.  It  appeared,  however,  that  from  the  shortness 
of  this  artery,  the  ligature  was  in  fact  applied  below  the  division  of  the 
vessel.  This  would  be  considered  as  a  favorable  occurrence,  because 
the  limb  would  have  the  important  advantage  of  a  supply  from  the  in- 
ternal iliac.  The  ligature  was  applied  as  high,  however,  as  it  would  be, 
in  ordinary  cases,  in  tying  the  common  iliac  artery.  The  iliac  vein 
caused  no  embarrassment.  It  was  not  even  distinguished  during  the 
operation.  The  ureter  was  safely  raised  with  the  peritoneum,  and  was 
not  sensible  to  the  touch. 

The  haemorrhage  during  the  operation  was  very  slight,  excepting 
what  arose  from  the  sac  ;  but,  as  has  been  already  stated,  this  had  no 
unfavorable  influence  on  the  patient's  strength,  as  the  blood  was  arrested 
in  its  course  through  the  artery  by  the  temporary  application  of  the  first 
ligature  ;  and  the  patient  did  not  die  of  exhaustion,  but  from  constitu- 
tional sympathy,  as  frequently  happens  after  great  operations  and  oilier 
considerable  lesions. 

A  question  arises  whether  it  might  not  be  possible  to  construct  an  in- 
strument which  would  reach  and  surround  an  artery  at  the  depth  of  five 
inches  from  the  surface.  In  many  cases  I  think  there  would  be  no  great 
difficulty  in  constructing  an  instrument  applicable  under  such  circum- 
stances. In  a  case  like  this  related,  it  would  probably  be  impracticable 
to  devise  any  instrument  which  would  pass  easily,  without  loss  of  time, 
and  without  violence  to  the  important  parts  exposed.  The  depth  of  the 
wound,  the  narrowness  of  its  aperture,  the  contracted  state  of  the  mus- 
cles, the  interference  of  the  aneurism,  the  position  of  the  artery  within 
the  edge  of  the  psoas,  seemed  to  present  obstacles  not  to  be  surmounted 
without  an  effort  dangerous  to  the  peritoneum  and  to  the  natural  attach- 
ments of  the  artery.  Let  it  be  understood  that  the  exposing  an  artery, 
and  the  passing  a  ligature  on  it,  are  quite  different  affairs.  Many  times 
we  can  reach  and  touch  an  artery  with  ease,  which  it  would  be  very  dif- 
ficult togirt  with  a  ligature  ; — for  the  reaching  and  exposing  a  deep  artery 
may  be  done  by  a  single  finger  ;  but  something  more  is  required  to  raise, 
encircle,  and  bring  out  from  it  a  ligature.  If  I  w?ere  to  operate  on  a 
similar  case,  I  should  employ  an  instrument  eight  inches  long,  with  a 
curve  which  might  be  subtended  by  a  straight  line  not  over  an  inch  long, 
with  a  moveable  point  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  fixed  in  a 
socket  and  capable  of  being  disengaged  by  a  spring.  Such  an  instru- 
ment it  is  my  intention  to  have  constructed.  To  bring  it  out,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  rely  on  a  long  dressing  forceps,  made  with  flat  blades  and 
a  rounded  extremity.  The  instrument  of  Savigny  would  not  answer  in 
such  a  case  as  the  above.  It  is  not  long  enough,  and  the  extremity  of 
the  moveable  blade  would  endanger  the  peritoneum,  and  would  become 
entangled  in  the  cellular  membrane. 

The  history  of  this  case  will  appear  long  to  all,  but  those  who  may  have 
occasion  to  do  a  similar  operation.  To  such,  the  details  will  seem  defec- 
tive rather  than  redundant.  Operations  on  the  great  arteries  are  more 
susceptible  of  fixed  rules  than  many  other  manipulations  practised  on 
the  human  frame  ;  yet  they  are  of  all  operations  the  most  delicate,  the 
most  dangerous,  the  most  dependent  on  a  precise  anatomical  science,  and  on 
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a  practical  acquaintance  with  such  operations  on  the  living  subject.  While 
we  duly  estimate  these  circumstances,  we  must  take  into  view,  as  an  en- 
couraging fact,  that  many  such  operations  are  successful.  It  lias  fallen 
to  my  lot  to  operate  for  aneurisms  on  most  of  the  large  arteries — on 
some  of  them  a  number  of  times  ;  and  the  results  have  been  favorable 
in  every  instance  previous  to  this,  with  a  single  exception.  This  excep- 
tion occurred  in  the  case  of  a  ligature  of  the  lower  part  of  the  external 
iliac  in  a  coachman,  who  was,  like  the  subject  we  have  spoken  of,  notorious 
for  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  He  died  of  inflammation  of  the  intestines,  owing 
to  his  bad  habits  and  to  the  quantity  of  blood  thrown  suddenly  on  the  in- 
testines by  the  ligature  of  the  iliac;  the  peritoneum  near  the  wound  not 
being  inflamed  nor  injured.  In  the  ligatures  of  a  great  number  of  the 
large  arteries  for  wounds,  no  one  instance  has  occurred  to  me  of  an  un- 
favorable termination  following  from  the  effects  of  the  operation  itself. 
Boston,  Dec.  1836.  J.  C.  Warren. 


MEMOIR.  OF  THE  LATE  DR.  D.  KING,  OF  ISEWFORT,  R.  I. 

Dr.  David  King  (whose  decease  was  recently  noticed)  was  born  in 
Raynham,  Mass.,  in  the  year  1774.  He  graduated  at  Brown  Univer- 
sity, during  the  Presidency  of  Maxcy,  in  1796,  and  pursued  his  medical 
studies  under  the  direction  of  the  venerable  Dr.  James  Thacher,  of 
Plymouth.  In  1799  he  came  to  Newport,  and  began  the  practice  of 
bis  profession. 

In  the  early  period  of  his  professional  career,  his  attention  was  drawn 
to  the  consideration  of  the  vaccine  disease,  then  first  introduced  into  the 
United  States.  Regarding  it  as  an  invaluable  discovery,  he  proceeded, 
notwithstanding  the  strong  opposition  of  popular  prejudice,  to  benefit 
bis  fellow  citizens,  by  the  application  of  the  newly  discovered  principles 
in  his  science.  In  thus  early  adopting  the  views  of  the  immortal  Jenner, 
and  carrying  them  out  in  practice,  he  displayed  a  decision  and  indepen- 
dence of  mind  which  strongly  characterized  him  through  life. 

Having  acquired  the  habits  of  a  student  during  his  collegiate  course, 
he  vigorously  applied  them  to  the  attainment  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
his  profession.  In  this  he  was  aided  by  the  valuable  library  of  the  late 
Dr.  Center,  which  came  into  his  possession  soon  after  his  settlement  in 
Newport.  His  mind  was  eminently  practical,  and  endowed  with  those 
patient  powers  of  exertion  which  are  necessary  to  arrive  at  truth  in  any 
science  or  art.  His  professional  knowledge  was  therefore  such  as  to  give 
him  a  just  claim  to  the  attentions  of  his  fellow  citizens  ;  this,  added  to 
the  kindliness  of  his  heart,  his  correct  deportment  and  unassuming  man- 
ners, opened  to  him,  almost  from  the  first,  an  extensive  practice.  The 
exercise  of  a  sound,  discriminating  judgment  in  his  medical  practice,  and 
the  study  of  the  standard  works  in  his  profession,  furnished  his  mind 
with  principles  to  guide  him  in  the  treatment  of  the  various  forms  of 
disease.  The  possession  of  these  elevated  him  above  the  sphere  of  the 
routine  practitioner,  and  gave  him  in  cases  of  difficulty  a  manly  confi- 
dence in  the  resources  of  his  own  mind.    The  University  at  which  he 
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was  educated,  evinced  their  high  estimation  of  his  professional  character, 
hy  conferring  on  him,  in  1821,  the  honorary  degree  of  M.D. 

For  several  years  he  held  the  appointment  of  surgeon  to  the  detach- 
ment of  U.  S.  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Walcott.  In  1819,  during  the 
prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  in  this  place,  his  great  skill  and  experi- 
ence were  actively  and  successfully  called  into  operation,  in  repelling  that 
terrible  malady.  At  t hat  time  it  was  the  part  of  humanity  to  refute  the 
errors  of  those,  who  regarded  that  disease  as  invariably  and  certainly 
propagating  itself,  and  as  exposing  those  who  attended  upon  the  sick  to 
almost  certain  death.  Not  admitting  the  contagious  character  of  the  dis- 
ease, he  attributed  it  to  a  more  general  and  pervading  cause,  and  by  his 
intrepidity,  aild  free  personal  exposure,  attested  his  confidence  in  the 
truth  of  his  theoretical  views. 

Ardently  attached  to  his  profession,  he  was  ever  ready  to  promote  all 
useful  and  liberal  plans  which  might  contribute  to  the  improvement  and 
elevation  of  its  character.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  promoters  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  in  which  he  successively  held  the  offices 
of  Censor,  Vice  President,  and  President.  He  was  elected  President 
in  June,  1829,  and  continued  in  that  office  until  July,  1834. 

But  his  profession  did  not  usurp  all  his  attention.  He  was  always  a 
friend  and  advocate  of  those  means  of  public  improvement  by  which  the 
feelings  of  a  community  are  liberalized,  and  an  impulse  is  given  to  its 
moral,  as  well  as  physical  energies.  The  same  practical  understanding 
and  active  energy  which  he  devoted  to  his  profession,  were  exhibited  in 
the  promotion  of  the  various  institutions  with  which  he  was  connected, 
so  that  wherever  he  acted,  his  influence  was  felt.  In  the  revival  of  the 
Redwood  Library,  in  1810,  he  was  an  active  co-operator  with  other  pub- 
lic spirited  men,  and  he  was  long  a  Director,  and  at  last  President  of 
that  Institution,  until  ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign  that  office. 

The  uprightness  of  his  character,  and  the  strength  of  his  judgment, 
induced  many  to  consult  him  as  a  friend,  to  whom,  notwithstanding  the 
pressing  cares  of  his  professional  life,  he  rendered  valuable  services. 
The  warm  sensibilities  of  his  heart  ever  prompted  him  to  disinterested 
action,  which  made  him  the  object  of  pre-eminent  respect  while  living, 
and  will  forever  perpetuate  his  memory  in  the  hearts  of  his  friends.  In 
private  life,  his  character  was  adorned  by  every  quality  which  constitutes 
goodness. 

In  August,  1834,  he  suffered  an  attack  of  paralysis,  brought  on  from 
exertion  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties.  Since  then,  his  con- 
stitution gradually  failed  until  his  death,  Nov.  14th,  1836.  When  he 
had  thus  been  struck  down  in  the  midst  of  active  life,  the  attachment 
of  the  community  to  him  was  most  signally  exhibited.  Throughout  the 
community  there  was  an  universal  conviction  that  society  had  lost  a 
benefactor,  an  invaluable  member.  In  the  extensive  circle  of  his  own 
patients,  there  prevailed  a  feeling  of  personal  loss  which  no  other  person 
could  supply.  Few  men  have  lived  more  respected,  or  died  more  la- 
mented.   His  monument  is  in  the  hearts  of  the  community. 
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PATHOLOGY  OF  EPIDEMIC  CHOLERA* 

"  It  may  be  inquired  by  some  fastidious  critic,"  says  Dr.  Sher rill,  "  why 
any  one  should  undertake,  at  this  period,  to  offer  the  public  anything  on 
the  subject,  which  the  following  treatise  embraces,  after  so  much  has  been 
said  and  written."  Now  the  author  of  this  small  essay  has  been  doing 
good  service  in  recording  his  experience  regarding  this  heretofore  panic- 
striking  malady.  The  tune  will  come  when  those  to  whom  the  disease, 
in  all  its  phases,  is  familiar,  will  have  left  the  stage,  and  succeeding  ages 
can  only  be  made  acquainted  with  its  past  character  through  the  writ- 
ings of  medical  men  of  the  present  time.  Instead  of  discouraging  this 
disposition  to  increase  our  stock  of  pathological  knowledge,  physicians, 
of  all  men,  should  offer  every  possible  facility,  and  sustain  those  who  vol- 
untarily labor,  almost  without  the  hope  of  reward,  in  contributing  to  this 
desirable  object. 

Dr.  Sherrill  is  not  only  a  close  observer  of  facts,  but  he  possesses  a 
vein  of  humor  which  is  quite  invigorating.  When  wit  can  be  exhibited 
without  lessening  the  dignity  of  an  investigation,  it  is  as  admirable  in 
medical,  as  in  other  writings.  Here  is  a  paragraph  which  the  author 
borrowed,  on  the  subject  of  cholera  being  a  divine  judgment. 

"  In  the  very  first  year  of  the  pestilence  (1832),  consumption  carried 
to  the  grave  double  the  number  of  those  who  fell  victims  to  the  epidemic, 
in  this  country.  But  Cholera  came  from  God,  while  consumption  comes 
from  climate  !  This  doctrine  is  scarcely  less  impious  than  preposterous. 
More  than  one  half  of  the  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets  of  England,  en- 
tirely or  almost  entirely  escaped  the  divine  visitation — ergo,  there  were 
no  sins  to  be  punished  in  these  favored  spots.  Of  the  two  universities, 
Oxford  (the  poor  of)  was  scourged,  while  Cambridge  remained  free — 
ergo,  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Oxford  were  wicked,  while  the  fat  profes- 
sors and  the  virtuous  youths  of  both  seminaries  were  the  chosen  people  ! 
Glasgow,  where  stands  the  colossal  statue  of  John  Knox,  was  desolated 
by  Cholera  ;  but  Rome,  where  the  lady  in  scarlet  is  considered  to  hold 
her  court,  has  hitherto  remained  free  from  the  pestilence." 

That  endless  variety  of  publications,  which  accumulate  on  an  editor's 
table,  forbid  us  from  noticing  each  minutely,  deserving,  as  a  majority  of 
them  are,  of  a  careful  analysis.  This  little  work  by  Dr.  Sherrill  is  en- 
titled, and  we  therefore  recommend  it,  to  the  attention  of  our  professional 
brethren. 

THE  DISSECTOR'S  GUIDE. 

Mr.  Ticknor,  at  the  corner  of  School  and  Washington  streets,  has  issued 
a  second  edition  of  Tuson's  Student's  Companion,  or  the  Dissector's  Guide, 

*  On  t lie  Pathology  of  Epidemic  Cholera,  with  some  preliminary  observations  on  the  history  of  the 
disease, and  the  general  cause  and  nature  of  Epidemics,  containing  an  improved  plan  of  treatment, 
the  means  of  prevention,  and  rules  for  corporations  and  individuals  to  pursue.  By  Hunting  Sherrill, 
M.D.  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
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recently,  revised  and  enlarged,  and  embracing  all  that  is  valuable  to  be 
known  in  the  dissecting  room,  by  Dr.  Lewis,  of  this  city,  who  prepared 
the  first  edition  some  two  years  ago.  Although  the  illustrations  on  wood 
are  very  accurate,  they  are  rather  coarse  ;  but  had  they  been  executed 
on  stone  or  copper,  without  being  essentially  better,  the  price  would  ne- 
cessarily have  been  enhanced.  It  is  the  cheapest  anatomical  manual 
within  our  knowledge,  and  therefore  recommends  itself  to  every  medical 
student.  Jt  occurs  to  us  to  remark  that  Bell's  Anatomy  is  wanted  ex- 
ceedingly, in  a  revised  form.  If  some  one  does  not  undertake  the  busi- 
ness, we  entertain  an  idea  of  doing  it  ourselves. 

c 

JVorcesler  Insane  Hospital. — On  passing  that  vast  pile  of  buildings,  the 
other  morning,  which  collectively  constitute  the  State  Hospital  for  the 
Insane  —  the  noblest  act  of  benevolence  the  Commonwealth  could  have 
devised  —  it  occurred  to  us  that  it  would  give  additional  interest  to  Dr. 
Woodward's  annual  report  to  the  Legislature,  which  will  probably  be 
made  some  time  in  January,  if  it  could  be  accompanied  by  a  beautiful 
lithographic  picture  of  the  establishment.  This  is  merely  a  suggestion 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners. 


Nitrate  of  Silver  for  the  Cure  of  Chilblains. — Dr.  Gamberini  recom- 
mends the  following  remedy  to  prevent  the  ulceration,  and  even  to  dis- 
perse chilblains  ;  they  should  be  moistened  with  a  piece  of  linen  slightly 
soaked  in  water,  so  as  to  keep  the  skin  soft  arid  moist,  without  being  ex- 
actly wetted  ;  and  when  thus  prepared,  a  piece  of  nitrate  of  silver  is  to 
be  rubbed  on  the  chilblain  ;  moderate  pressure  should  be  used,  and  it 
should  be  slowly  passed  several  times  over  the  part.  In  a  few  minutes- 
the  epidermis  becomes  very  slightly  whitened  ;  at  the  end  of  some  hours, 
and  generally  when  the  part  is  exposed  to  the  light,  as  in  the  chilblains; 
of  the  hands,  the  epidermis  becomes  brownish,  and  presents  a  greater 
consistence  to  the  touch.  The  effect  is  just  the  same  as  that  produced 
on  the  fingers  when  a  piece  of  this  caustic  is  handled  without  precaution^ 
A  strong  pressure  or  more  prolonged  application  of  the  remedy  will  de- 
nude the  part  ;  the  same  thing  will  happen  if  the  surface  be  too  much 
wetted  before  cauterization.  But,  in  general,  we  may  say  that  when  the 
cauterization  is  maintained  within  proper  limits,  it  causes  no  pain,  and 
rarely  a  slight  pricking. 

This  simple  treatment  relieves  the  patient  from  all  inconvenience,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days.  It  may,  however,  become  necessary  to  re-ap- 
ply it  once  or  twice. — London  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


Mass.  Gen.  Hospital. — Extirpation  of  Tumor — imputation  of  Thigh. — 
There  were  two  operations  at  the  hospital  on  Saturday,  Dec.  10th. 

The  first  was  for  a  small  tumor  on  the  front  part  of  the  chest.  The 
patient,  a  clergyman,  40  years  of  age,  first  noticed  the  tumor  six  months 
since.  It  was  then  quite  small,  about  the  size  of  a  chesnut,  situated  over 
the  inner  third  of  the  4th  rib,  and  unaccompanied  with  pain.  Since  then, 
the  tumor  has  gradually  increased  to  its  present  size  ;  it  has  not  troubled 
him  until  during  the  last  three  weeks,  when  he  has  occasionally  experienc- 
ed a  slight  lancinating  pain  in  it.  Now  there  is  presented,  on  examina- 
tion, a  small,  hard,  moveable  tumor,  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  seated 
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just  under  the  skin,  with  a  slightly  inflamed  base.  The  surface  of  the 
tumor  is  red,  and  has  somewhat  the  appearance  presented  by  cancer  in 
the  female  breast,  just  previous  to  ulceration. 

Dr.  Hayward  removed  the  tumor  bv  two  semicircular  incisions  through 
the  integuments,  dissecting  it  up  without  difficulty  from  the  muscle. 
There  was  no  haemorrhage.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  easily  brought 
together  by  adhesive  straps  ;  and  the  dressings  kept  in  their  places  by  a 
bandage  round  the  waist. 

The  second  operation  was  an  amputation  of  the  leg — performed  by  Dr. 
Warren,  for  disease  of  the  knee-joint.  The  patient  was  a  young,  un- 
married^woman  ;  by  occupation,  a  tailorcss. 

Thirteen  years  since,  during  the  winter,  she  had  a  fever,  which  she  at- 
tributed to  a  coid,  caught  while  washing,  having  previously  been  out  of 
health,  the  preceding  summer.  During  her  eon valescenee  from  the  fever, 
she  was  seized  with  a  severe  pain,  accompanied  with  swelling,  in  the 
right  knee,  just  over  the  head  ol  the  tibia.  An  abscess  formed  at  this 
point,  and  discharged  itself.  The  leg,  at  this,  period,  became  flexed  to 
nearly  a  right  angle  with  the  thigh,  and  has  remained  in  that  position 
since.  Some  time  in  the  following  summer,  a  portion  of  the  tibia,  about 
three  inches  in  length,  came  away  from  the  wound.  After  this,  the  open- 
ing closed,  and  has  remained  so  since.  Ot her  abscesses,  however,  have 
formed  at  various  times  over  the  head  of  the  tibia,  and  portions  of  bone 
been  discharged. 

Two  years  since,  abscesses  began  to  form  above  the  knee-joint,  and 
the  openings  at  these  points  have  continued  unclosed.  From  one  of 
them,  on  the  inside  of  the  joint,  some  small  spicules  of  bone  have  appeared. 

Din  ing  the  first  part  of  the  disease,  her  health  was  much  affected  ;  she 
lost  her  strength,  and  her  appetite  was  impaired.  Within  the  last  few 
years,  however,  her  health  has  gradually  improved,  so  that  she  has  been 
able  to  move  about  on  crutches,  and  to  work  at  her  trade.  She  has  al- 
ways suffered  with  a  constant  dull  pain  in  the  thigh  and  leg,  aggravated 
during  the  formation  of  the  abscesses,  or  during  any  inflammation  around 
the  openings  which  already  existed. 

Three  weeks  since,  she  fell  down  stairs,  and  received  a  severe  blow  on 
the  affected  knee.  Since  that  accident,  the  pain  has  been  very  intense, 
preventing  sleep,  and  of  quite  a  different  nature  from  that  which  she  had 
previously  experienced.  At  the  time  of  the  accident,  some  hemorrhage 
took  place  from  one  of  the  openings  on  the  outside  of  the  knee.  Now, 
on  examination,  patient  si  ting  up  in  chair,  leg  drawn  up,  forming  a  right 
angle  with  thigh,  the  limb  is  lying  over  and  supported  on  the  knee  of  the 
sound  side.  This  position  has  been  maintained  for  three  weeks,  i.  e. 
since  the  fall.  The  knee  itself  is  enlarged,  integuments  smooth  and 
tense,  somewhat  painful  on  pressure.  Below  the  knee  joint,  and  over  the 
tibia,  are  one  or  two  large  cicatrices  ;  one  on  the  lower  and  inside  of  thigh, 
just  above  the  knee  joint,  and  another  two  inches  higher  on  the  outside. 
Limb  below  the  knee  is  somewhat  painful  —  much  diminished  in  size. 

On  account  of  the  situation  of  the  cicatrices  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
thigh,  it  was  difficult  to  perform  any  of  the  ordinary  processes  usually 
practised  for  amputation.  From  the  height  of  the  cicatrices  on  the  out- 
side of  the  limb,  and  the  adherence  of  the  integuments,  the  circular  opera- 
tion could  not  be  employed.  For  the  same  cause,  the  flap  operation, 
as  commonly  performed — with  two  equal  flaps  from  either  side  of  the 
limb,  or  from  above  and  below —was  also  out  of  the  question.    For  these 
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reasons,  Dr.  Warren  determined  to  operate  so  as  to  get  as  large  a  flap  as 
possible  from  the  front  part  of  the  thigh,  which  would  of  itself  cover  the 
hone,  and  a  small  flap  only  to  be  taken  from  behind.  The  operation  was 
as  follows. 

The  patient  being  brought  to  the  edge  of  the  table,  and  the  diseased 
limb  supported  by  an  aid,  compression  was  made  on  the  femoral  artery  in 
the  groin.  The  operator,  with  a  short  broad  knife,  commenced  his  inci- 
sion on  the  inside  of  thigh,  about  six  inches  above  the  internal  condyle  of 
the  os  femoris  ;  by  cutting  from  the  inner  to  the  outer  part  of  the  limb,  a 
large  oval  flap  was  formed  on  the  front  part  ;  then  by  an  oval  incision  on 
the  back  part  of  the  thigh,  a  small  flap  was  obtained  about  half  the  size  of 
the  former.  A  circular  incision  divided  the  deep-seated  muscles  adherent 
to  the  bone.  The  flaps  being  held  back  by  an  assistant,  the  bone  was 
sawed  off  a  little  more  than  five  inches  above  the  joint.  The  femoral  ar- 
tery, as  is  most  usually  the  case  in  flap  operations  of  the  thigh,  retracted 
deeply  within  the  sheath  of  the  triceps  muscles,  and  was  seized  with  some 
difficulty.  This  was  the  only  artery  requiring  ligature.  The  flaps  came 
well  together — the  larger  one  falling  over,  and  entirely  covering  the  bone. 
The  wound  was  dressed  with  adhesive  straps,  the  cross,  and  a  circular 
bandage. 

The  knife  used  in  this  operation  was  somewhat  peculiar,  being  about 
four  inches  long  and  one  and  a  half  broad,  and  was  much  more  easily 
managed  than  any  of  the  amputating  knives  usually  employed  in  the  flap 
operation.  Where  the  flaps  are  to  be  made  by  transfixing  the  limb,  an 
entirely  different  instrument  would,  of  course,  be  required. 

On  examination  of  the  diseased  joint,  a  partial  anchylosis  was  found 
to  have  taken  place  ;  the  lower  portion  of  the  femur  was  somewhat  en- 
larged— the  periosteum  much  thickened.  The  head  and  upper  portion  of 
the  shaft  of  the  tibia  seemed  to  have  been  in  a  state  of  necrosis  ;  one  or 
two  openings  in  the  bone,  newly  formed,  communicated  with  its  cavity, 
in  which  the  dead  portion  was  enclosed. 

The  patella  had  been  drawn  to  the  inner  side  of  the  joint,  a  little  turned 
on  its  side  and  anchylosed  with  the  other  bones  composing  the  articula- 
tion. An  infiltration  of  blood  had  taken  place  into  the  cellular  membrane 
surrounding  these  parts,  probably  the  result  of  the  contusion  she  had 
lately  received. 

Erratum. — In  the  last  hospital  report,  page  3^2,  instead  of  amis  read  ankle. 


Medical  Miscellany. — There  have  been  thirteen  deaths  by  smallpox  at 
Maysville,  Ky.  The  disease  still  exists  in  the  town,  to  the  disgrace  of 
its  inefficient  magistracy. — Twenty-three  colleges  in  the  United  States 
have  authority  for  conferring  medical  degrees. — Cholera  morbus  now 
rages  at  Belise  :  it  is  believed  that  the  cordon  established  by  Dr.  Galves, 
chief  of  Gautamala,  kept  this  desolating  malady,  for  such  it  has  shown 
itself  of  late,  entirely  at  bay,  which  otherwise  would  have  overspread  the 
interior. — The  smallpox  is  very  prevalent  at  Richmond,  Virginia — Dr. 
Hunt  is  the  physician  of  President  Jackson. — Cases  of  poisoning  have 
occurred  in  England  by  cleaning  bottles  with  shot. — A  negro  died  recent- 
ly at  Abbyville  District,  S.  C,  aged  121  years. — The  Lancet  finds  fault 
with  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners,  and  says  there  should  be  a  British 
Medical  Association. — The  beadles  of  Apothecaries'  Hall  have  been 
making  club  work  with  the  medical  students  who  wanted  registering  at 
Blackfriars. 
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Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  December  24,  34.    Males,  17— females,  17. 

Child-bed,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3— lung  fever,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1— teething,  1—  con- 
sumption, 4 — apoplexy,  1 — scrofula,  1— old  age,  2 — inflammation,  J  — scald,  J  — dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 
— fits,  1 — typiius  fever,  7 — infantile,  1 — asthma,  1 — dysentery,  1 — hives,  J  —  ulcers,  1 — marasmus,  1 — 
stillborn,  6. 
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THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry.;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  t lie  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  ma»y  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 
AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HENRY  [,  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  ol  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN'  J  EFFRI  ES,  M.D. 
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TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

H.  A.  DE\VAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  lor  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Or.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 
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MEDICAL  TUITION. 
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students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of"  study  is  recommended,  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  Ihe  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  have  free  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University ,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $103  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEOlvGE  II  AY  WARD, 
Boston,  October,  1335.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION.  . 

The' subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

Plie  pupils  wil  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  oases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  w  tek  day 
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Ou  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy        ...  uK>  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  araySlOO— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 

Jan  20— lyep  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS.  JR. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  CHRONIC  RHEUMATISM  IN  A  NEW  FORM. 

At  the  sixth  meeting  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science,  which  was  held  at  Bristol  in  August  last,  Mr.  Adams,  one 
of  the  surgeons  of  the  Richmond  Hospital,  Dublin,  gave  an  oral  account 
of  the  morbid  appearances  he  had  noticed  in  different  joints  of  the  body, 
the  results  of  a  disease  which,  lor  want  of  a  better  name,  is  called  chronic 
rheumatism.  He  stated  that  the  profession  were  now  quite  familiar  with 
this  disease  as  it  appeared  in  the  hip  joint,  which  is  fortunate  ;  for  here- 
tofore there  can  be  no  question  but  that  both  in  the  living  and  the  dead 
the  disease  was  confounded  with  morbid  affections  totally  different,  and 
requiring  different  treatment.  The  shortening  of  the  whole  limb,  and 
eversion  of  the  foot,  made  the  affection,  in  its  external  characters,  much 
resemble  the  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  when  the  actual 
bones  are  examined  after  death,  the  resemblance  these  bear  to  the  frac- 
ture alluded  to,  was,  on  a  superficial  examination,  very  striking,  and  ac- 
counted for  these  mistakes  having  been  made  over  and  over  again.  But 
the  external  signs  of  this  disease  are  now  well  known,  and  the  ivory 
deposit  in  the  place  of  the  cartilage  removed,  and  the  complete  filling 
up  of  the  bottom  of  the  acetabulum  or  socket  of  the  hip,  by  a  hard 
osseous  deposition,  render  the  distinction  easy  to  the  pathologist.  This 
distinction,  even  in  a  pathological  point  of  view,  is  of  mor<3  consequence 
than  might  at  first  sight  appear  ;  for  the  anatomical  character  of  the  head 
and  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  in  the  morbus  coxsesenilis,  are  so  similar  to 
the  case  in  which  it  might  have  been  imagined  that  an  intra-capsular 
fracture  of  the  cervix  femoris  had  united,  that  the  mistake  has  been  fre- 
quently made,  and  erroneous  inferences  have  been  drawn,  and  false 
hopes  encouraged,  as  to  the  practicability  of  effecting  a  re-union  of  the 
fractured  neck  of  the  thigh  bone.  From  viewing  these  cases,  the  result 
has  been,  that  the  mild,  and  he  would  say  merciful  mode  of  treating  ad- 
vised by  Sir  A.  Cooper,  of  the  intra-capsular  fracture  (the  subjects  of 
which  are  generally  old  and  debilitated),  has  been  abandoned,  and  splints 
and  bandages  applied,  which  have  created  irritative  fever,  and  even 
death. 

Mr.  Adams  then  produced  specimens  of  the  same  disease  in  the 
shoulder  joint — showed  how  the  glenoid  cavity  of  the  shoulder  blade  be- 
came enlarged,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the  humerus — and  further  pointed 
out,  that  almost  invariably  the  loss  of  the  tendon  of  the  biceps  was  to 
be  noticed,  analogous  to  the  uniform  loss  of  the  internal  ligament  when 
the  hip  was  affected.    The  existence  of  foreign  bodies  on  the  joint  was 
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also  stated  as  a  common  occurrence  in  these  cases  ;  the  effusion  of  syno- 
vial fluid  in  increased  quantity— the  atrophy  of  the  deltoid  muscle— the 
adduction  towards  the  middle  line,  by  the  pectoral  muscle— and  the  ap- 
parent slipping  in  and  out  of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  gave  the  idea  of 
what  is  called  a  partial  luxation  of  (he  humerus.  Mr.  Adams  took  oc- 
casion here  to  explain  what  was  the  real  cause  of  partial  luxation  of  the 
humerus  ;  he  referred  to  the  case  of  dissection  found  at  page  305  of  Sir  A. 
Cooper's  work  on  Dislocations,  and  brought  forward  to  illustrate  the  pa- 
thology of  partial  luxation  of  the  humerus,  which,  however,  in  his  opin- 
ion, was  not  really  a  partial  luxation,  but  this  chronic  disease  of  the 
shoulder  joint,  called'  chronic  rheumatism,  or  "  rheumatic  gout."  Mr. 
Adams  took  occasion  to  apologize  for  thus  alluding  to  Sir  A.  Cooper's 
labors,  who  he  was  satisfied  had  done  more  to  enlarge  our  knowledge  of 
the  accidents  the  joints  are  liable  to,  than  any  other  individual  living ;  but 
by  many  dissections  and  observations,  Mr.  Adams  felt  satisfied  that  the 
case  of  partial  luxation  of  the  humerus,  as  described  by  Sir  A.  Cooper 
and  others,  required  to  be  verified  further  by  dissections  before  the  entire 
assent  of  the  profession  should  be  given  to  it  ;  and  he  felt  quite  con- 
vinced that  the  case  described  by  Mr.  Pa'ey  in  Sir  A.  Cooper's  valuable 
work  (page  305,  new  edition),  and  represented  in  an  engraving,  plate 
xxii.  figure  2,  is  a  true  specimen,  and  an  admirable  illustration  of  the 
disease  under  consideration.  Mr.  Adams  here  showed  several  specimens 
of  this  disease  of  the  shoulder. 

Mr.  Adams  next  exhibited  examples  of  what  he  attributed  to  a  simi- 
lar morbid  action  which  had  taken  place  in  the  elbow  joint ;  here  also 
the  size  the  bones  had  attained  was  considerable  ;  there  were  numerous 
foreign  bodies,  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  small  walnut ;  some  of 
them  were  cartilaginous,  some  bony — the  articular  cartilages  had  been 
removed  from  the  ends  of  the  bones,  parallel  grooves  in  the  direction 
of  flexion  and  extension  were  shown,  and  in  these,  and  in  their  neigh- 
borhood, an  ivory  deposit  was  shown.  Two  specimens,  from  two  differ- 
ent subjects,  one  in  the  wet  state,  the  other  dry,  were  produced  ;  another 
specimen  showed  the  ivory  enamel  on  the  head  of  the  radius;  its  in- 
crease of  size  was  noticed,  and  a  depression  was  formed  to  accommodate 
its  rotation  on  the  humerus  ;  and,  strange  to  relate,  in  two  cases,  a  dim- 
ple-like depression  was  formed  on  the  globular  head  of  the  radius,  and  a 
round  ligament  like  that  of  the  femur  was  produced.  The  same  disease 
was  also  exhibited  in  the  knee  joint  ;  similar  enlargements,  parallel  grooves 
Jn  the  line  of  flexion,  foreign  bodies,  vascularity  of  the  synovial  fimbria?, 
were  all  noted  as  in  the  elbow  joint,  removal  of  cartilage,  and  substitution 
in  its  place  of  an  ivory  deposit.  The  hip  joint  appeared  most  frequently 
affected,  the  knee  and  elbow  next,  the  shoulder  and  wrist  next  ;  in  short, 
Mr.  Adams  has  seen  the  same  disease  in  every  joint  ;  the  fingers  also 
become  distorted  by  it.  It  does  not  confine  itself  to  the  heads  of  the 
bones,  but  the  same,  or  a  similar  morbid  disposition  to  deposit  a  porce- 
lain-like matter,  existed  even  in  the  interior  of  the  bones,  the  substance 
of  the  radius,  the  interior  of  the  head  of  the  femur — the  lower  jaw  it- 
self. A  drawing  was  here  produced  of  this  disease  in  a  woman  aged 
thirty,  who  was  at  this  moment  under  treatment  in  the  Richmond  Surgi- 
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cal  Hospital,  whose  hand  and  fingers  were  distorted,  adducted,  or  drawn 
to  the  inner  side  of  the  forearm,  in  thai  characteristic  manner  which  at 
once  reminds  us  of  the  affection  of  the  system  of  the  joints,  tendons,  &ic. 
called  chronic  rheumatism.  The  lower  jaw  in  her  case  is  so  distorted, 
that  the  chin  passed  the  middle  line  at  least  one  inch  to  the  left  side. 

The  importance  of  distinguishing  this  painful,  though  not  dangerous 
disease,  from  all  others,  was  pointed  out,  as  well  as  the  danger  of  having 
recourse  to  blisters,  setons,  and  incisions,  all  of  which  he  had  known  pro- 
posed, and  some  practised.  The  coexistence  of  numerous  foreign  bodies 
with  this  morbid  condition  of  the  bones  of  the  joints,  the  cartilages  and 
the  vascular  condition  of  the  synovial  fimbriae,  was  much  dwelt  upon  ; 
and  the  danger  and  folly  of  attempting  the  excision  of  foreign  bodies 
when  these  form  such  a  small  part  of  the  disease,  was  pointed  out. 

Although  Mr.  Adams  felt  assured  that  many  of  the  observations  be 
wTas  now  making  to  the  Section  of  Medical  Science,  and  proving  by  the 
actual  exhibition  of  specimens,  were  new,  he  did  not  mean  to  assume 
merit  to  himself;  but  except  he  showed  they  were  new,  he  could  scarce- 
ly be  excused  for  delaying  the  Section  with  them.  As  far  as  the  hip  joint 
is  concerned,  he  must  acknowledge  that  even  so  far  back  as  the  period 
when  he  commenced  his  professional  studies,  the  external  signs  of  this 
disease  were  well  known  in  Dublin  ;  and  the  anatomical  character,  as  to 
the  ivory  deposit,  and  thickening  of  the  capsular  ligament,  had  been  for 
many  years  alluded  to  in  the  clinical  lectures  delivered  in  Dublin,  and 
were  clearly  pointed  out  by  his  young  friend,  Mr.  R.  W.  Smith,  in  his 
account  of  this  disease  in  the  6th  volume  of  the  Dublin  Medical  Journal. 
However,  a  beautiful  engraving  of  this  disease  will  be  found  in  the 
Museum  Anotomica  of  SandiforL  Sir  Benj.  Brodie,  in  his  work  on  the 
Joints;  Mr.  Key,  in  the  18th  volume  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Trans- 
actions ;  Lobstein,  in  his  Pathological  Anatomy,  torn,  ii ;  have  all  very 
briefly  alluded  to  this  disease,  as  well  as  Benjamin  Bell,  &c.  ;  but  Mr. 
Adams  has  not  seen  anywhere  so  complete  an  account  of  this  affection 
in  all  the  bones  as  its  importance  would  appear  to  him  to  demand.  Cru- 
velhier,  of  Paris,  has  certainly  entered  more  fully  than  any  other  writer 
into  its  pathology  and  pathological  anatomy,  and  has  denominated  this 
disease,  Usure  des  Cartilages  articulaires,  thus  giving  to  the  disease  "  a 
local  habitation  and  a  name."  But  the  name  would  confine  the  disease 
to  the  cartilages  and  the  joints;  but  Mr.  Adams  had  shown  that  the  irri- 
tation, whatever  it  be,  or  whatever  name  you  give  to  it,  extends  to  all 
the  structures  around  the  joints,  and  the  shafts  and  centres  of  the  bones 
themselves.  Mr.  Adams  wished  that  he  could  say  something  satisfac- 
tory as  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  but  he  confessed  that  upon  this 
head  he  had  not  much  that  was  satisfactory  to  communicate. 

Mr.  Adams  next  brought  forward  a  very  fine  preparation — both  of  the 
lower  extremities  of  an  individual,  who  had  died  of  cancer,  who  sixteen 
years  before  had  been  admitted  into  the  Richmond  Hospital  by  the  late 
Mr.  Todd,  on  account  of  a  popliteal  aneurism  in  his  left  ham  ;  the  ar- 
tery was  tied  in  the  thigh.  In  three  weeks  the  man  walked  out  of  the 
hospital  perfectly  well,  never  having  had  a  bad  symptom,  nor  his  pulse 
ever  having  risen  above  80  in  a  minute.    The  case,  so  far,  is  published 
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ffl  the  3d  vol.  of  the  Dublin  Hospital  Reports.  In  three  years  subse- 
quently to  this,  the  poor  fellow  applied  again  to  the  same  hospital,  and 
tile  late  Mr.  Todd  again  performed  a  similar  operation,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  similar  happy  result,  and  he  never  suffered  any  further  incon- 
venience in  his  limbs,  having  been  perfectly  cured  of  his  aneurisms.  In 
April  last,  when  Mr.  Adams  was  prescribing  for  the  Dispensary  patients 
at  the  Richmond  Hospital,  this  man,  M'Owen,  applied  to  him  ;  it  was 
too  plain,  from  the  emaciated  appearance  of  this  once  athletic  man — 
from  his  peculiar  or  pale  straw-colored  hue,  and  expression  of  counte- 
nance, that  some  bad  organic  internal  disease  had  taken  possession  of 
him  ;  and  a  few  inquiries  made  it  clear  that  a  cancer  of  the  stomach, 
near  its  oesophageal  orifice,  existed.  He  was  advised  to  return  to  the 
country,  as  little  or  nothing  could  be  done  for  him  ;  but  now  being  about 
the  age  of  forty-two,  and  full  of  hope  that  his  life  might  be  prolonged, 
and  of  confidence  in  the  hospital  where  he  was  twice  before  relieved,  he 
returned  and  demanded  admission.  Everything  was  done  that  could 
be  thought  of  to  palliate  his  sufferings,  but  in  vain.  Upon  dissection  of 
both  limbs,  which  was  done  by  his  friend  Mr.  R.  W.  Smith,  the  learned 
curator  of  our  Museum,  and  to  whom  is  due  the  merit  of  this  splendid 
preparation,  it  was  found  that  the  main  artery  of  the  limb  on  each  side 
was  interrupted  only  for  half  an  inch  in  one  inguinal  region  when  tied, 
and  for  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  the  other ;  and  in  each  popliteal  only 
two  inches  converted  into  a  ligamentary  cord  ;  the  circuitous  channels, 
which  acte  1  as  supplementary  canals  to  carry  round  the  blood  when  ob- 
structed in  the  main  artery,  were  seen  much  enlarged,  and  were  remark- 
ably tortuous.  The  case  differed  from  most  otners,  in  the  circumstance 
of  the  canal  of  the  main  artery  having  been  so  much  restored  ;  the  case 
showed  in  a  strong  light  the  great  advancement  which  the  science  and 
the  practice  of  surgery  had  made,  and  the  debt  {humanly  speaking) 
which  was  due  to  the  genius  of  John  Hunter,  who  first  pointed  out  the 
method  of  treating  popliteal  aneurism,  by  including  the  femoral  artery  in 
a  ligature  at  a  distance  from  the  diseased  artery.  The  old  operation 
was  so  painful  and  so  dangerous,  that  the  late  Mr.  Percival  Pott  was 
known  to  have  stated,  that  were  he  the  subject  of  this  disease,  lie  should 
much  prefer  to  submit  to  amputation  of  the  thigh,  than  to  undergo  the 
pain  and  risk  of  the  operation  for  popliteal  aneurism  practised  in  his  day. 
In  this  case,  by  two  simple  incisions,  which  caused  but  little  pain  and  no 
lever,  he  was  twice  perfectly  cured  of  the  most  formidable  disease  which 
can  afflict  humanity. 


CASE  OF  NERVOUS  IRRITABILITY. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  a^ed  21  years,  of  a  very  nervous  temperament,  while  sew- 
ing on  the  15th  of  September,  1824,  pricked  her  left  thumb  under  the 
nail,  with  a  small  cambric  needle.  Little  attention  was  paid  to  so  tri- 
fling a  huit  until  the  17th  inst.,  when  it  became  tender  and  painful,  but 
without  any  signs  of  inflammation.    The  pain  then  began  to  ascend  the 
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arm,  and  was  so  severe  as  to  become  alarming.  I  was  called  on  for  ad- 
vice, and  directed  the  part  to  lie  bathed  with  hot  spts.  tereb.  and  lauda- 
num, and  to  take  inwardly  laud,  and  vitr.  aether,  sufficient  to  allay  the 
pain.  By  night  it  had  increased,  and  began  to  affect  the  muscles  of  the 
face  and  the  neck  on  the  wounded  side  to  such  a  degree  as  to  cause 
serious  fear  of  a  trismus  or  "  lock  jaw."  The  doses  of  laud,  and  aether 
were  increased  to  the  extent  of  120  drop*',  every  hour  or  two,  and  a  lini- 
ment of  ol.  succin.  ol.  oliv.  and  laud,  rubbed  hot  on  the  arm  and  neck, 
with  a  direction  to  keep  the  arm  very  warm  with  a  covering  of  flannel, 
as  cold  air  seemed  to  increase  the  pain  very  much.  On  the  18tfa  a  blis- 
tering plaister  was  applied  all  round  the  thumb,  with  the  intention  of 
relieving  the  irritation  of  the  wounded  nerve,  by  exciting  a  new  action 
in  the  neighboring  parts.  This  application,  aided  by  the  warm  bath, 
had  a  very  beneficial  effect  in  allaying  the  pain  and  spasmodic  tendency 
of  the  disease.  By  continuing  the  laudanum  in  large  doses,  sometimes 
to  the  extent  of  half  an  ounce,  the  pain  was  in  the  course  of  a  week  so 
far  subdued  as  only  to  be  troublesome  occasionally.  Hie  disease  now 
put  on  more  the  character  of  hysteria,  attended  at  times  with  violent  de- 
lirium, and  fits  of  sobbing.  For  this  difficulty,  venesection  was  prescrib- 
ed with  manifest  advantage.  She  was  also  put  upon  a  course  of  carb. 
iron,  with  the  intention  of  strengthening  the  nervous  systi  m,  as  well  as 
the  general  health,  which  had  become  considerably  impaired.  By  the 
first  of  November,  the  pain  had  nearly  ceased  and  the  symptoms  of  tris- 
mus left  her;  but  the  whole  arm  had  become  so  irritable  thai  the  least 
cold  was  painful.  To  overcome  this  sickly  irritability,  the  cold  bath,  or 
rather  shower  bath,  was  directed  every  morning,  and  even  at  night,  if 
necessary,  with  decided  benefit,  the  arm  remaining  comfortable  and  easy 
for  hours  after  the  application  of  the  water.  About  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  November,  electricity  was  tried,  by  passing  light  shocks 
through  the  hand  and  arm,  without  much  apparent  benefit.  JNear  this 
period  she  became  pregnant,  which  probably  occasioned  several  severe 
fits  of  hysteria.  A  painful  affection,  with  inflammation,  of  the  face  and 
jaws  came  on  in  December,  which  suppurated  and  discharged  from  the 
gum  of  the  affected  side.  This,  with  the  change  in  the  system,  conse- 
quent on  pregnancy,  relieved  the  train  of  spasmodic  symptoms  which 
had  so  long  at  ended  her.  From  this  time  she  continued  in  tolerable 
health  until  June,  when  she  was  troubled  with  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the 
left  side,  amended  with  nervous  symptoms  ;  bleeding,  with  nervines,  re- 
lieved these  difficulties.  About  the  middle  of  July  she  was  delivered  of 
a  dead  child.  The  fatigue  of  the  labor,  and  the  depression  of  m  nd 
from  the  loss  of  the  child,  brought  on  a  hoarseness  and  soreness  of  the 
throat,  attended  with  seveie  pain  in  the  client,  great  difficul  y  of  breath- 
ing, and  a  cough  which  sounded  like  the  barking  of  a  small  dog.  There 
was  no  expectoration.  This  was  the  second  night  after  the  "  accouch- 
ment."  To  relieve  these  symptoms  two  or  three  free  bleedings  were 
directed  ;  and  as  the  blood  was  highly  inflammatory,  the  evacuations 
were  large,  averaging  twenty  ounces  each.  A  large  blistering  plaister 
was  applied  to  the  breast,  febrifuge  and  expectorating  powders  and  drinks 
were  given,  with  a  diet  of  gruel  and  rice  water.    7'his  course  afforded 
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relief  in  two  or  three  days.    It  also  checked  the  secretion  of  milk  so 
much  that  a  small  puppy  kept  her  breasts  free  and  soft.    After  these 
symptoms  had  left  her,  there  commenced  a  very  severe  pain  in  the  back 
part  of  her  head  ;  it  was  apparently  occasioned  by  nervous  irritation,  but 
so  severe  that  it  required  the  largest  doses  of  opium  to  afford  any  relief. 
These  were  repeated  so  regularly,  and  so  often,  that  the  worst  conse- 
quences were  feared  from  their  continued  use.    Thinking  it  might  rise 
from  debility,  as  the  paroxysms  were  periodical,  large  doses  of  sul.  qui- 
nine were  given  a  few  hours  previous  to  the  accession  of  the  pain. 
This  medicine  had  a  fine  effect  for  a  few  days,  in  preventing,  the  return  of 
the  paroxysms  ;  but  in  a  week  or  more  it  ceased  ;  it  seemed  to  lose  its  in- 
fluence over  the  complaint.     Riding  in  a  carriage  was  now  tried  with  the 
happiest  effect;  the  pain  left  her  after  riding  a  few  miles,  and  by  continu- 
ing it  a  number  of  days,  and  changing  her  place  of  residence  as  long,  ihe 
pain  in  the  occipital  region  left  her,  and  did  not  again  return.  Through 
August  and  September,  her  health  improved,  but  at  the  setting  in  of  cool 
weather  the  last  of  October  and  beginning  of  November,  the  pain  return-" 
ed,  but  was  now  seated  in  the  sternum,  apparently  behind  the  bone  or  in 
the  adjoining  mediastinum.     It  was  attended  with  little  or  no  fever,  but 
with  considerable  rigors — was  very  acute,  and  felt  like  the  gnawing  of 
some  small  animal.    A  large  blister  relieved  it  in  a  few  days.     In  a  week 
or  two,  a  similar  pain  was  felt  in  the  right  side,  about  the  seventh  rib, 
midway  between  the  scrobiculus  cordis  and  spine.    It  was  very  severe, 
and  attended  with  so  much  fulness  of  the  side,  that  she  was  fearful  that 
an  abscess  was  forming.    It  was  probably  occasioned  by  venous  engorge- 
ment of  the  liver.    1  did  not  see  her  in  this  attack  for  several  days  after 
its  commencement,  but  a  neighboring  physician  saw  her  ;  bled  and  blis- 
tered her,  calling  it  a  pleurisy.    The  blood  which  I  saw  was  not  sizy, 
nor  did  it  present  an  inflammatory  appearance  ;  tongue  not  coated,  nor 
was  there  heat  or  thirst.    I  therefore  concluded  the  pain  arose  from  the 
same  cause  as  that  formerly  in  the  head  and  breast,  viz.  nervous  irrita- 
tion ;  perhaps  the  remains  of  that  action  excited  in  the  system  from  the 
prick  of  the  needle,  and  now  wandering  through  the  frame  like  a  rheu- 
matic affection.     With  this  view,  refraining  from  any  more  bleeding,  I 
prescribed  an  infusion  of  R.  Valerian  and  Fol.  Eup.  perfol.,  warm,  so 
as  to  produce  perspiration,  with  occasional  doses  of  Tolu.  bals.  comp. 
and  after  a  few  days  put  a  seton  in  the  side,  over  the  seat  of  the  pain, 
with  a  direction  to  make  it  discharge  freely  ;  and  as  a  tonic,  to  take  hoar- 
hound  and  the  mur.  tinet.  fer.    The  seton  was  applied  to  relieve  engorge- 
ment, and  prevent  the  fixing  of  disease  on  a  vital  part  by  the  long  con- 
tinuance of  pain  ;  it  had  also  been  used  with  benefit  in  her  neck,  the  last 
summer,  while  laboring  with  the  distress  in  her  head.    The  pain  left  her 
as  soon  as  the  seton  began  to  discharge,  and  by  the  use  of  the  tonic  medi- 
cines her  health  was  much  improved;  the  pain  occasionally  returns,  be- 
fore changes  of  weather,  like  chronic  rheumatism. 

Remarks. — In  the  above  case  we  learn  how  trifling  an  injury  may  de- 
range the  healthy  movements  of  the  human  frame,  and  how  the  derange- 
ment is  increased  ten  fold  by  nervous  temperament.  The  more  sensi- 
tive the  mind  and  intellectual  faculties,  with  so  much  less  impunity  the 
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subject  bears  physical  injury.  A  simple  cut  or  bruise  on  an  ignorant, 
robust  man,  heals  much  more  readily  than  on  one  with  a  refined  mind 
and  delicate  frame.  The  animal  man  bears  injury  much  belter  than 
the  intellectual  man. —  Western  Med.  Jour. 


MEDICAL   NOTICE  OF  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

BY   DANIEL   DRAKE,  M.D. 

The  great  relative  importance  of  St.  Louis,  among  the  new  cities  of 
the  expanded  and  flourishing  West,  must  render  a  passing  medical  notice 
of  its  physical  and  social  condition,  acceptable.  St.  Louis  is  strictly  the 
capital  of  the  far  West.  Situated  beyond  the  original  limits  of  the 
Union,  on  the  further  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  at  the  edge  of  the 
great  eastern  declivity  of  the  Chippewyan,  absurdly  called  Stony  Moun- 
tains, a  traveller  bom  the  central  part  of  the  Valley  of  the  Ohio  finds 
himself,  on  landing  at  this  place,  quite  without  the  limits  of  his  former 
associations,  and  feels  many  new  and  interesting  emotions.  The  ex- 
panded, deep,  and  rapid  river  that  washes  the  rocky  quay  of  the  town, 
and  carries  onward  to  the  ocean  the  sandy  and  argillaceous  debris  of  the 
extensive  diluvial  formations,  through  which  the  Missouri  rolls  its  waters., 
presents  him  with  geological  specimens  of  the  great  western  terra  incog- 
nita, and  animates  him  to  inquire  into  the  composition  of  those  turbid 
waters,  and  their  probable  influence  on  the  health  of  those  who  drink 
them,  and  of  those  who  live  where  the  alluvion  of  the  stream  is  acciH 
mutated.  These  deposites  are  constantly  changing  their  places,  so  that 
families  which  were  once  on  the  margin  of  deep  waters,  are  now  in  the 
neighborhood  of  extensive  bars,  composed  of  sand,  clay,  and  uprooted 
trees,  confusedly  blended,  and  exposed  in  July,  August,  September,  and 
October,  to  the  rays  of  the  sun.  Extensive  deposites  of  this  kind,  an- 
nually extending  in  some  directions  and  contracting  in  others,  exist  adja- 
cent to  the  lower  parts  of  the  city,  and  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  source 
of  autumnal  disease. 

Immediately  opposite  this  bar,  there  enters  the  Mississippi  a  small 
stream,  the  bed  of  which  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  abounds  in  slime,  which 
lying  to  the  south  of  the  city,  must,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  regarded  as 
injurious  to  health.  A  high  mill  dam  thrown  across  this  stream,  forms, 
above  and  to  the  south-west  of  the  city,  a  sinuous  lake  of  deep  clear 
water,  surrounded  by  high,  verdant  banks,  which,  therefore,  cannot  be 
supposed  to  exert  any  great  degree  of  mischievous  influence  on  the 
health  of  the  city,  although  lying  in  the  course  of  its  summer  winds. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  is  the  American  Bottom,  extending 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Kaskaskia  river,  to  Alton,  above  the  junction  of 
the  Missouri  with  the  Mississippi  ;  and  having,  opposite  St.  Louis,  a 
width  of  six  or  eight  miles.  I  crossed  this  bottom  to  the  Illinois  bluffs, 
and  found  it  abounding  in  shallow  lakes,  lagunes  and  bayous,  which,  dur- 
ing the  rains  of  spring,  accumulate  a  great  deal  of  water,  much  of  which 
is  lost  by  evaporation  and  infiltration  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  This 
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bottom  is  among  the  most  fertile  spots  of  the  whole  earth  ;  and  in  a  cen- 
tury, when  a  system  of  draining  and  tillage  shall  have  been  established 
in  it,  will  become  healthy,  but,  at  present,  it  is  infested  with  musquitoes, 
and  intermittent  fevers  ;  the  latter  followed  by  enlarged  viscera  and  drop- 
sical infiltrations.  As  the  Mississippi  is  two  thirds  of  a  mile  wide,  and 
the  Illinois  alluvion  lies  directly  to  the  east  of  St.  Louis,  it  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  contributing  much  to  the  unhealthiness  of  the  place. 

The  city  is  built  on  a  gentle  declivity,  highly  favorable  to  cleanliness  ; 
but  its  municipal  authorities  do  not  seem  to  pay  any  special  attention  to 
the  "  art  and  mystery  "  of  scaveyigering. 

The  substratum  of  its  site  and  of  the  country  in  its  rear,  is  a  seconda- 
ry siliceous  limestone,  abounding  in  beds  of  bituminous  coal.  The  ele- 
vation of  the  highest  part  of  the  city,  above  the  mean  height  of  the 
river,  mry  be  eighty  or  one  hundred  feet — that  of  the  adjoining  country, 
as  much  more.  The  surface  of  the  latter  is  undulatory  ,  with  basins,  from 
which  the  rains  pass  into  the  cavernous  limestone  below,  to  burst  out  in 
large  perennial  springs,  which,  however,  are  not  very  numerous.  On 
the  whole,  the  topography  of  St.  Louis  seems  to  me  rather  more  favora- 
ble to  health  than  that,  either  of  Cincinnati  or  Louisville.  Six  miles 
west  of  the  city,  there  is  a  sulphur  spring,  which,  however,  has  not  yet 
become  a  place  of  fashionable  resort.  The  fuel  consumed  by  the  citi- 
zens is  a  mixture  of  wood,  and  bituminous  coal  abounding  in  pyrites. 
At  present  the  former  predominates,  but  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  at  no 
distant  time  the  latter  must  be  chiefly  used. 

The  city  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Mississippi,  pumped  by 
steam  machinery  into  a  basin  constructed  on  one  of  the  ancient  mounds, 
which  abound  on  either  bank  of  the  river.  Taken  from  the  Missouri 
side  of  the  stream,  it  has,  of  course,  the  muddiness  of  that  river,  but  by 
subsidence  and  filtration  it  is  rendered  transparent  and  pleasant. 

The  population  of  St.  Louis,  consists  of  Creole  French,  quite  a  mi- 
nority ;  negro  slaves,  not  very  numerous,  apparently  not  so  man)',  com- 
pared with  the  population,  as  the  free  negroes  of  Cincinnati  ;  German 
and  Irish  emigrants,  the  former  much  the  most  numerous  ;  and,  lastly, 
emigrants  from  the  various  States,  from  New  England  to  the  Carolinas 
inclusive.  In  addition  to  all  these,  there  are  always  sojourning  in  it,  a 
great  many  boatmen,  and  a  number  of  hunters  and  fur-traders.  Thus, 
the  elements  of  its  population  are  extremely  diversified  ;  and  many  fine 
opportunities  will  be  created  for  studying  the  varieties  of  physiological 
character,  which  must  necessarily  result  from  an  extensive  commingling 
of  the  different  castes. 

The  physicians  of  the  city  are,  as  in  the  other  towns  of  the  West, 
in  good  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  people.  The  majority  of  them 
appear  to  be  new  comers,"  and  gentlemen  in  early  life,  educated  in 
various  schools.  They  are  not  entirely  without  some  of  the  intestine 
difficulties  which  perplex  the  faculty,  in  all  new  towns  as  well  as  old  ; 
but  a  laudable  effort  has  lately  been  made  to  obviate  jealousies,  and  cre- 
ate a  professional  esprit  (lu  corps,  by  establishing  a  society,  which  is 
styled  the  Medical  Society  of  Missouri.  This  society  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  first  ever  established  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
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St.  Louis  has  one  public  infirmary,  called  the  St.  Louis  Hospital.  It  is 
in  the  management  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  by  whose  exertions,  in  a 
great  decree,  it  was  founded.  It  has  attached  to  it,  an  entire  square  in 
the  southern,  but  not  the  healthiest  part  of  the  city,  presented  for  the 
purpose  by  the  late  Mr.  John  Mullanphy.  The  edifice,  erected  by  con- 
tributions from  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  is  small,  but  well  adapted  to 
the  object,  and  furnished  and  kept  in  a  style  of  great  comfort  and  neat- 
ness. Many  of  the  sick  paupers  of  the  city  are  sent  to  it  at  the  public 
expense.  In  addition,  strangers  who  have  the  means  of  payment,  are 
permitted  to  enter,  and  selecting  their  own  physicians,  secure  to  them- 
selves the  care  and  sympathy  of  the  respectable  ladies  who  have  dedi- 
cated their  lives  to  this  labor  of  charity.  The  medical  attendants  are 
Dr.  Campbell  and  Dr.  Call. —  Western  Med.  Jour. 


POPULAR  LECTURE  ON  ANIMAL  MAGNETISM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — My  curiosity  induced  me  to  attend  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  last 
evening,  to  hear  the  lecture  of  Dr.  Poyen  upon  Animal  Magnetism.  I  had 
read  considerable  upon  the  subject,  and  heard  more,  and  went  with  a 
pampering  to  hear  or  see  something  to  convince  me  of  the  realities  of  its 
pretensions.  1  had  no  preconceived  prejudice  against  it.  From  some 
source  or  other  1  had  imbibed  favorable  impressions  of  the  science,  as  its 
friends  would  be  disposed  to  call  it.  Formerly  1  should  have  set  it 
down  at  once  as  a  humbug,  ranked  it  with  that  credulity  which  influen- 
ces people  to  believe  in  the  marvellous,  and  assigned  it  a  place  among 
other  great  wonderments  of  a  day.  Of  late  I  have  been  more  inclined 
to  examine  whatever  comes  tolerably  well  attested  before  the  public. 
The  change  in  my  mind  in  regard  to  phrenology,  which  I  once  looked 
upon  as  bordering  upon  the  ridiculous,  has  taught  me  not  to  consider 
everything  which  is  new  as  nothing  but  infatuation. 

1  don't  know  what  this  will  lead  to.  I  may  be  induced  to  believe  that 
there  is  more  reality  in  witchcraft  than  we  generally  suppose,  and  that 
dreams  are  made  of  more  substantial  materials  than  all  but  the  supersti- 
tious imagine.  Astrology,  palmistry,  the  belief  in  ghosts  and  goblins, 
may  yet  find  a  place  in  some  particular  compartment  of  my  cranium. 

But  the  lecture.  ■  I  will  now  tell  you  about  it.  First,  however,  I  will 
introduce  you  to  the  lecturer.  He  came  into  the  room  with  that  easy, 
complaisant,  confidential  air,  that  bespoke  for  him  an  exalted  situation  in 
the  estimation  of  the  audience.  He  introduced  himself  very  handsome- 
ly at  the  commencement  of  his  discourse.  His  apology  for  his  inability 
to  speak  the  English  language  with  accuracy,  was  handsome.  After  apolo- 
gizing for  this  enough,  and  no  more  than  enough,  he  gave  a  hasty  sketch  of 
the  history  of  animal  magnetism,  from  its  dawn  to  the  present  time.  This 
was  done  in  such  a  candid,  unostentatious  manner,  that  the  favorable 
opinion  imbibed  at  first  towards  him,  was  continued.  He  very  candidly 
acknowledged  the  decision  of  "your  great  Franklin,"  as  he  called  him, 
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against  it,  when  acting  as  a  member  of  a  committee  at  Paris,  to  decide 
upon  its  merits  and  demerits. 

His  language  was  in  some  respects  defective,  and  his  pronunciation 
such  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  those  who  did  not  pay  strict  attention,  to 
follow  the  thread  of  his  discourse.  Still,  enough  was  understood  to  j;ive 
a  tolerable  idea  of  all  he  designed  to  communicate.  Enough,  at  any 
rate,  was  understood  to  have  the  effect  of  occasionally  almost  convulsing 
the  audience  with  laughter,  and  exciting  the  most  spontaneous  plaudits. 

Thus  far,  you  will  perceive,  I  have  seen  fit  to  applaud  everything;. 
You  must  bear  with  me,  if  I  now  reverse  my  view.  1  have  applauded 
everything  I  have  spoken  of,  and  justly,  loo  ;  but  I  have  not  expressed 
my  opinion  of  the  science  itself.  I  have  stated  that  I  previously  enter- 
tained a  favorable  opinion  of  it,  and  that  I  went  with  a  view  of  having 
that  opinion  strengthened.  It  was  not  strengthened,  however.  I  have 
told  you  that  he  stated  that  our  great  Franklin  decided  against  it.  This, 
of  itself,  ought  to  have  had  some  effect  in  laying  the  ghost,  if  it  was  a 
ghost.  It  had  no  effect  upon  my  mind,  however,  because  I  knew  it  be- 
fore, though  it  had  ceased  to  have  its  merited  influence. 

The  evidence  adduced  by  the  lecturer,  though  it  was  as  complete  as 
it  probably  could  be,  fell  short  of  my  expectations.  It  is  true  he  intro- 
duced well-attested  cases  of  individuals  who  had  been  magnetized,  and 
experienced  remarkable  influences.  But  we  have  yet  to  learn  whether 
it  is  different  from  a  great  many  other  influences,  which  are  exerted  up- 
on individuals.  The  human  form  is  an  instrument  which  has  a  great 
many  strings  belonging  to  it,  and  which  can  have  a  great  many  tunes 
placed  upon  it.  Astrologers,  fortune-tellers,  and  jugglers,  have  plaved 
their  tunes  upon  it.  The  Alchymists,  in  searching  for  the  philosopher's 
stone  and  the  Universal  Catholicon,  have  played  theirs.  The  actors  in 
the  great  drama  or  tragedy  of  the  Salem  Witchcraft,  played  a  very 
solemn  tune.  Quack  doctors  of  every  description,  each  in  his  own  way, 
are  very  skilful  in  playing  their  respective  melodies  upon  it. 

Is  there  anything  more  remarkable  in  animal  magnetism  than  there  is 
in  the  performances  of  the  most  ignorant  quack  upon  the  footstool  ?  A 
person  needs  nothing  more  than  to  style  himself  an  Indian,  a  Root  or  a 
Steam  Doctor,  to  cure  the  most  complicated,  and  in  other  respects  the 
most  incurable  maladies  that  afflict  the  human  constitution.  The  great- 
est mystery  about  the  matter  is,  that  the  very  remedies,  which,  while 
kept  secret  and  administered  by  the  hands  of  quacks,  will  cure  every- 
thing, will  cure  nothing  when  their  composition  is  known,  or  when  ad- 
ministered by  the  hands  of  regular  practitioners.  Though  I  would  not 
by  any  means  rank  Dr.  Poyen,  or  any  of  the  believers  in  animal  mag- 
netism, with  quacks,  yet  several  things  which  they  assert  correspond  so 
exactly  with  the  flummery  of  quacks,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  men- 
tioning it  at  this  time.  For  instance,  the  magnetizer  must  be  a  healthy 
person,  and  must  be  a  firm  believer  in  the  ait  he  practises.  The  mag- 
netized person  must  have  some  malady  or  indisposition  of  some  kind, 
and  must  be  a  believer  also.  In  other  words,  they  must  both  have  faith, 
and  the  mountain  will  be  removed.  Some  persons  can  magnetize  no- 
body, and  some  can  be  magnetized  by  nobody. 
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The  whole  secret  of  the  matter  is,  some  are  made  with  temperaments 
which  do  not  enable  them  to  swallow  a  whale,  and  some  can  swallow 
anything — some  believe  that  the  moon  is  a  cake  of  ice,  and  some  that  it 
is  a  lantern  hung  upon  a  peg  in  the  sky. 

1  recollect  something  that  made  a  great  sound  when  I  was  a  hoy, 
which  exactly  corresponds  with  the  subject  under  consideration.  A  sort 
of  glass — 1  do  not  recollect  what  the  name  of  it  was — it  w  ill  do  to  call  it 
the  magic  glass — was  carried  the  rounds,  or  in  all  the  places  where  peo- 
ple were  willing  to  be  gulled  and  imposed  upon,  in  which  those  who 
looked  could  see  persons,  places,  cities,  mountains,  and  any  other  kind  of 
objects,  by  only  calling  them  to  their  imagination.  The  marks  of  cor- 
respondence are  these — some  could  not  see  in  them,  and  some  could — 
some  could  not  hold  the  glass  in  the  right  position,  and  some  could. 
This  species  of  magnetism  has  long  since  been  laid  in  its  tomb,  and  I 
never  should  have  thought  of  it  more,  but  for  the  very  remarkable  cor- 
respondence of  the  two  varieties. 

Many,  if  not  all,  have  heard  of  the  quaker  doctor,  who,  when  he  had 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  names  of  the  diseases,  and  the  names 
of  the  persons  afflicted  with  them,  by  repeating  over  a  lingo  that  nobody, 
not  even  himself,  understood,  could  cure  all  sorts  of  maladies. 
~  Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  a  man  by  the  name  of Jaques  came  to  the 
place  where  I  belonged,  who  professed  to  have  the  skili  of  preparing  an 
ointment  that  would  cure  the  most  inveterate  rheumatism.  Hundreds 
flocked  to  the  rheumatic  doctor  to  be  cured  ;  and,  w  hat  w  as  very  re- 
markable, were  cured,  or  pretended  to  be.  At  any  rate,  universal  pub- 
lic report  made  it  out  that  they  were  cured.  No  person,  in  a  circum- 
scribed sphere  of  life,  ever  arrived  to  so  much  eminence  in  so  short  a 
time.  His  cures  were  so  wonderful,  and  his  rewards,  in  a  pecuniary- 
sense,  so  great,  that  multitudes  flocked  around  him  to  purchase  the  art 
of  preparing  the  wonder-working  cat  hoi  icon,  hoping  thereby  to  make 
themselves  rich.  His  advantages  in  this  way  were  so  lucrative,  that 
everybody  at  length  became  acquainted  with  it,  and  from  this  time  its 
magic  was  destroyed,  and  not  another  individual  was  relieved  from  the 
distressing  malady.  As  every  word  of  this  is  fact,  I  w  ill  be  so  particular 
as  to  tell  you  what  the  ointment  was  made  of.  In  the  first  place,  a 
specified  number  of  frogs,  of  a  particular  genus,  must  be  procured.  These 
must  be  deposited  in  a  new  earthen  por,  holding  exactly  two  quarts. 
The  pot  must  then  be  filled  with  water  taken  from  a  spring  situated  up- 
on the  north  side  of  a  hill,  the  outlet  of  w  hich  spring  must  run  exactly 
north.  It  must  then  be  covered  with  a  rye  unleavened  paste,  and  the 
poor  creatures,  w  rithing  and  screeching,  must  be  baked  in  an  oven  that 
never  was  used  for  anything  before,  until  they  were  converted  into  a 
gelatinous  kind  of  unguent. 

Thus  can  it  be  seen  in  how  many  ways  the  credulity  of  mankind  may- 
be operated  upon.  The  imagination  is  always  upon  tiptoe,  looking  for- 
ward for  something  more  marvellous  than  is  to  be  discovered  in  real  life-; 
and  because  the  things  themselves  will  not  come  up  to  this  pitch  of  the 
imagination,  the  imagination  is  brought  down  to  them,  and  has  a  world 
of  its  own,  altogether  of  its  ow  n  creating.    That  principle  of  the  human 
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understanding  which  makes  ghosts  of  trees,  hears  voices  upon  the  mid- 
night breeze,  manufactures  sound  reality  of  dreams,  expects  to  change 
porphyry,  granite,  and  every  other  kind  of  stone,  into  gold,  perceives 
witchery  in  every  thing  that  its  limited  ideas  cannot  comprehend,  believes 
ignorant  itinerants  to  be  the  best  physicians,  and  that  an  atmosphere  of 
intense  thought  may  so  circulate  around  and  infuse  itself  into  a  sick  per- 
son as  to  remove  the  malady,  is  the  same  thing,  whatever  object  it  is  ap- 
plied to,  or  whatever  it  exerts  itself  upon.  It  is  desirous  of  finding  some- 
thing superhuman.  It  looks  for  it,  expects  to  find  it,  and  does  find  it. 
It  operates  in  different  ways,  is  exerted  upon  different  objects,  and  is 
known  by  different  names.  It  is  of  but  very  little  consequence  what  the 
name  is.  You  may  call  it  excitement,  superstition,  overheated  imagina- 
tion, a  propensity  to  believe  in  the  profound  skilfulness  of  quackery,  or 
animal  magnetism. 

I  have  now,  at  your  request,  expressed  my  views  of  animal  magnetism. 
Perhaps  I  have  made  too  low  an  estimate  of  it.  Perhaps,  too,  I  shall  al- 
ter my  opinion  about  it  for  the  better.  It  will  make  but  little  difference, 
however,  if  not  one  out  of  a  hundred  million  should  ever  know  what  my 
opinions  are.  The  world  will  go  on  pretty  much  as  it  lists.  Animal 
Magnetism  will  either  rise  in  the  estimation  of  mankind,  or  live  its  allotted 
period  and  sink  into  forget  fulness.  Quackery  of  various  descriptions  will 
continue  to  deceive  and  gull  many  people,  and  the  world  will  not  grow 
wiser  but  by  slow  and  imperceptible  degrees. 

Boston,  Dec.  13th,  1836. 
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EFFECTS  OF  THE  VENEREAL  POISON  ON  THE  EYE. 

In  one  of  Dr.  Wallace's  recent  lectures  at  the  Skin  Infirmary,  Dublin, 
we  were  much  interested  with  his  practical  remarks  upon  that  division  of 
the  subject  which  bears  the  above  title.  Not  finding  them  susceptible 
of  being  abridged  without  materially  lessening  their  force,  and  being  un- 
willing to  allow  such  a  valuable  paper  to  pass  wholly  unnoticed,  it  is  here 
introduced  in  detail — and  we  strongly  recommend  its  careful  perusal  by 
practitioners.  Familiar  as  medical  men  have  become  with  syphilis,  it  is  a 
disease  which  has  so  many  phases,  that  much  difficulty  is  experienced, 
even  among  the  most  skilful,  in  combating  its  destructive  march  in  the 
human  system. 

The  fearful  inroads  made  by  the  venereal  poison  in  the  lymphatics,  the 
cellular  tissue,  the  bones,  and  even  the  essential  organs  of  sense,  render 
it  of  grave  importance  to  gather,  from  every  possible  source,  all  the  infor- 
mation which  the  collective  wisdom  of  ages  has  brought  down  to  our 
times,  illustrative  of  its  peculiarities. 

"  There  exists  no  doubt  that  the  venereal  poison  has  the  power,  by 
its  influence  through  the  general  system,  of  exciting  a  peculiar  disease  of 
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the  eye,  which  has,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  iris  being  much  affect- 
ed, been  called  iritis.  This  symptom  of  constitutional  syphilis  may  exist 
either  alone  or  with  other  symptoms.  It  is  sometimes  an  accompaniment 
of  the  pustular  eruption,  more  frequently,  however,  of  the  ex  ant  hematic; 
but  whether  the  former  or  the  latter  form  of  affection  attends  it,  the  erup- 
tion is,  in  general,  mild.  Iritis  seldom  occurs  in  conjunction  with  either 
the  ulcerating  pustule  or  the  ulcerating  tubercle.  Its  ordinary  attend- 
ants are  the  small  encrusting  pustule,  or  the  desquamating  papula,  or 
scaly  patch. 

"  The  iritis  which  results  from  the  venereal  poison  is  now  so  well  known, 
and  so  fully  described  in  works  which  are  in  all  your  hands,  that  I  shall 
not  say  anything  respecting  it,  save  a  few  words  relative  to  its  diagnosis  ; 
for,  although  the  symptoms  of  iritis  be  now  well  ascertained,  and  although 
there  are  few  who  could  mistake  this  inflammation  for  inflammation  of 
any  of  the  other  parts  of  the  eye,  it  is  often  by  no  means  easy  to  decide 
whether  a  given  case  of  iritis  be  syphilitic  or  not. 

"  We  find  certain  symptoms,  viz.,  an  effusion  of  lymph  in  nodules,  an 
oval  and  irregular  form  of  the  pupil,  a  green  color  of  the  iris,  an  exacer- 
bation at  night  of  the  pain  which  the  patient  experiences,  all  laid  down 
as  pathognomonic  of  the  syphilitic  nature  of  the  disease,  yet  I  believe 
there  is  not  one  of  these  symptoms  upon  which  we  can  depend.  I  admit 
that  if  they  are  present,  we  may  fairly  say  that  syphilitic  iritis  is  present; 
but  I  believe  that  any  one  of  them  may  be  absent,  and  still  this  form  of 
disease  be  present.  I  have  seen  venereal  iritis  without  an  effusion  of 
lymph,  without  any  perceptible  alteration  in  the  color  of  the  iris,  without 
any  contraction  or  angular  deformity  of  the  pupil.  I  have  seen  the  pu- 
pil dilated  as  well  as  contracted  in  this  disease,  and  I  believe  an  immo- 
bility of  the  pupil  is  a  much  more  constant  symptom  than  either  dilatation 
or  contraction,  or  irregularity.  It  has  always  appeared  to  me,  that  there 
is  a  peculiarity  in  the  tint  of  red  which  distinguishes  the  vessels  in  iritis, 
that  arises  from  a  venereal  source  ;  and  although  in  certain  cases  there 
may  be  considerable  pain,  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  there  is  less  pro- 
portion  between  the  severity  of  the  pain  and  the  diminution  of  vision, 
than  is  to  be  observed  in  idiopathic  iritis.  We  should  remember  that  the 
varieties  which  this  disease  presents  are  considerable.  It  is  sometimes 
extremely  rapid  in  its  progress,  and  at  others  proportionally  slow,  or 
chronic.  One  or  both  eyes  may  be  affected  at  the  same  time,  or  one  eye 
may  be  affected  ;  and,  when  it  has  been  improved,  the  disease  may  con- 
tinue in  the  other  ;  and  at  times  it  will  be  found  that  when  the  eye  which 
was  secondarily  affected  has  improved,  or  gotten  well,  the  disease  will 
recur  in  the  organ  primarily  affected.  All  these  varieties  I  have  frequent- 
ly witnessed.  To  sum  up  the  diagnostic  signs  of  syphilitic  iritis  : — The 
appearances  upon  which  I  would  most  depend  are,  great  and  sudden  de- 
terioration of  vision,  compared  with  the  other  symptoms  ;  a  sluggish  or 
immoveable  state  of  the  pupil  ;  a  peculiarity  in  the  tint  of  red  which 
characterizes  the  inflammation  ;  and  a  haziness  or  muddinsss  of  the  hu- 
mors of  the  eye.  As  symptoms  of  second-rate  certainty,  I  would  enu- 
merate alteration  in  the  form  and  dimensions  of  the  pupil,  and  in  the 
color  of  the  iris,  the  effusion  of  lymph  on  its  edge  or  its  surface,  the  noc- 
turnal character  of  the  pain,  the  greater  degree  of  redness  round  the  cor- 
nea than  at  any  other  part  of  the  eye.  When  these  latter  symptoms  are 
present,  of  course  there  caw  be  no  doubt  of  the  presence  of  iritis,  but 
their  absence  would  not  make  me  conclude  that  this  disease  was  absent 
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provided  the  symptoms  just  enumerated  were  present.  That  form  of  iri- 
tis which  is  frequently  a  sequel  of  fever  in  this  country,  more  nearly  re- 
semhles,  when  fully  developed,  syphilitic  Jritis,  than  any  other  variety  of 
iritis  does.  But  the  history  of  this  variety  of  iritis,  and  particularly  its 
being  preceded,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  in  my  paper  on  the  subject,  pub- 
lished in  the  Medioo-Giiirucgical  Transactions,  by  amaurotic  symptoms, 
as  well  as  the  absence  of  other  symptoms  of  the  venereal  disease,  will 
remove  all  difficulty  of  diagnosis." 


Smallpox  in  Boston. — Eighty  patients  have  been  admitted  into  the 
Smallpox  Hospital  at  the  Boston  Quarantine  Ground,  in  1836.  A  large 
proportion  of  these  were  removed  from  various  parts  of  the  city.  Only 
four  have  died  with  the  smallpox  out  of  this  great  number,  in  the  time 
mentioned.  At  present,  fourteen  patients  are  confined  to  the  wards — and 
fortunately,  all  convalescing. 


Tke  Virginia  D  varfs. — This  is  truly  a  remarkable  family  of  pigmies. 
Major  Walters,  one  of  the  three,  is  ahout  26  years  of  age — weighs  43 
pounds,  and  is  three  feet  and  seven  inches  tall. 

Miss  Roxana  is  20  years  of  age,  three  feet  high,  and  weighs  30  lbs. 

Miss  Catharine  is  18  years  of  age,  three  feet  one  inch  high,  and  weighs 
30  pounds. 

Master  William  is  in  his  ninth  year,  is  two  feet  eight  inches  high,  and 
weighs  22  pounds. 

The  father  of  these  children  is  a  man  nearly  six  feet  high,  and  says 
his  wife  was  of  the  ordinary  size.  The  Major  also  has  with  him  a  sister, 
we  believe  between  Catharine  and  Roxana,  by  the  same  mother  ;  she  is 
of  masculine  appearance. 


Czsarean  Operation  in  New  York. — Dr.  Christopher  C.  Rice,  on  Thurs- 
day last,  performed  the  Cae^arean  operation  on  a  person  residing  at  No. 
214  Stanton  street,  in  part  successfully  And  the  doctor  stated,  as  his 
opinion,  if  the  patient  had  not  been  at  the  time  of  operating,  in  u  articulo 
mortis,"  that  she  would  probably  have  recovered. 

This  is  the  first  time,  we  believe,  this  dangerous  and  arduous  operation 
has  been  attempted  by  any  surgeon  in  this  city. — N.  Y.  Times. 

u  We  should  like  to  learn  why,  if  it  was  necessary  to  perform  this  very 
dangerous,  and  we  suspect,  in  this  case,  uncalled-for  operation,  at  all,  the 
woman  was  suffered  to  become  in  articulo  mortis,  before  the  operation 
was  attempted.  What  does  '  in  part  successfully  '  mean  ?  Was  the 
child  saved  ?  If  not,  and  the  mother  was  destroyed,  how  can  the  opera- 
tion be  considered  in  part  successful  ?  The  whole  case  looks  to  us  like 
a  desperate  attempt  to  get  the  doctor's  name  in  the  papers,  by  performing 
an  operation,  requiring  more  boldness  than  skill  in  the  operator,  upon  a 
poor  woman  in  the  last  agonies  of  death.  The  editor  of  the  American 
observes,  '  We  have  never  read  a  more  ludicrous  effort  at  a  puff*.'  It 
would  be  ludicrous  to  us  also  were  it  not  for  our  sympathy  for  the  unfor- 
tunate patient." 

The  above  comments  on  the  first  notice  of  the  operation  in  the  Times, 
we  copy  from  the  New  York  Sunday  Morning  News.  We  shall  reserve 
our  own  observations  till  we  are  furnished  with  an  exact  report  of  the 
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case  through  the  pages  of  some  of  our  exchange  Journals,  or  get  the  ex- 
act facts  from  some  correspondent. 


Medical  Miscellany. — 'Dr.  John  Stephenson's  medical  zoology,  or  illus- 
trations of  the  animals  and  minerals  employed  in  medicine,  was  heing 
published  in  London  on  the  rirst  of  November.  —  Graphic  Illustrations 
of  abortion  and  the  diseases  of  menstruation,  by  Dr.  Granville,  is  now  on 
sale.  —  Charing  Cross  Hospital  has  been  struck  from  the  list  of  those  es- 
tablishments which  have  heretofore  made  candidates  for  medical  honors. 
The  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  will  not  receive  testimonials  of 
attendance  on  practice  there. — In  Manchester,  a  locality  containing 
250,000  people,  no  fewer  than  40,151  receive  gratuitous  medical  aid. — 
Drs.  Bellnomini,  Bardsley,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  the  attending  physicians  of 
Madam  Malibran  de  Beriot,  keep  whist,  notwithstanding  the  demand  made 
upon  them  to  declare  the  exact  cause  of  that  celebrated  woman's  death. 
' — Dr.  Thompson's  lectures  on  medical  jurisprudence,  now  in  the  course 
of  delivery  in  the  University  of  London,  evidence  a  profound  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  That  section  of  the  third  lecture  which  treats  of  the 
confessions  of  dying  persons,  should  be  extensively  circulated. — M.  Ma- 
gendie  is  still  actively  teaching  the  rising  generation.  The  College  of 
France  is  now  the  centre  of  great  attraction.  His  discourses  on  the 
physiology  of  the  nervous  system,  were  never  excelled.  Untiring  indus- 
try, such  as  distinguishes  this  extraordinary  man,  never  fails  to  give  an 
individual  a  widely  extended  reputation. — The  lectures  at  the  School  of 
Physic,  in  Ireland,  commenced  on  the  7th  of  November.  Dr.  Graves, 
principal  editor  of  the  Dublin  Journal,  holds  the  chair  of  the  institutes  of 
medicine. — Mr.  Alexandre,  of  Great  Ruerd  Street,  still  drives  a  profita- 
ble trade  in  the  sale  of  skulls,  skeletons,  and  all  sorts  of  anatomical  pre- 
parations. It  is  passing  strange  that  some  enterprising  person  does  not 
open  a  similar  magazine  here:  it  is  wanted  exceedingly. — A  boy  at  Get- 
tysburg, Penn.  in  the  act  of  running  and  jumping,  on  his.  way  from 
school,  fell  and  broke  his  neck.— Dr.  VV.  A  Berry,  U.  S.  Medical  Staff, 
has  resigned. — Dr.  Baker,  of  Clinton,  Ohio,  informs  the  public,  that 
"  although  the  firm  of  Ladd  &  Baker  has  yielded  up  the  ghost,  he  is  yet 
alive  and  wishes  to  live  with  the  people,  and  not  on  them.''' — Quinine  is 
said  to  have  arrested  the  effects  of  the  poison  from  the  bite  of  serpents. — 
The  plague  still  continues  at  Constantinople;  it  was  supposed  that  one 
thousand  persons  had  died  of  it  in  a  single  week. — Dr.  Moipurgo,  at 
Smyrna,  for  advice  which  saved  the  limb  of  an  American  officer,  when 
other  surgeons  recommended  its  amputation,  is  greatly  commended  in  the 
Smyrna  Journal. — A  Rajpooter  of  Ahrnednuggin  was  prescribed  for  in 
1836,  by  a  native  physician,  after  this  sort  :  u  Take  the  heart,  and  liver 
of  twenty  children  and  it  is  fully  believed  that  the  patient  has  tried 
the  remedy,  as  several  children  have  been  missed. 

To  Correspondents. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Gallup,  Workman  and 
Palmer,  will  be  inserted  next  week. 

X)IFO? — [n  Bethlem,  Ct.  Dr.  Lyman  Catlin,  aged  46. — In  Hebron,  Geo.  Dr.  John 
A.  Bulfinch,  aged  30. 

Who'e  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  December,  30  37.    Males,  15— females, 22. 

Typhus  fever,2— old  age,  3— infantile,  4— dropsy  on  the  brain,  3— lung  fever,  2  consumption, 
10— hooping  cough,  2  —  bilious  fever,  1— dropsy,  I —  inflammation  of  bowels,  I— child  bed,  1— brain 
fever,  1— decline,  1— burn,  1— cramp  in  the  stomach,  1— suicide,  1— convulsions,  1— stillborn,  4. 
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ADYNAMIC  TYPHOID  FEVKR. 

[The  following,  from  M.  Chomel's  recent  work  on  Typhoid  Fever,  is  a 
summary  of  his  remarks  on  the  adynamic  form.] 

This  form  was  the  most  fiequent,  adynamia  being  marked  in  twenty- 
six  out  of  foriy-two  fatal  cases  :  in  ten  of  these,  adynamic  symptoms 
were  present  throughout,  and  in  sixteen  at  the  termination  only.  The 
predominant  symptom  is  muscular  debility,  which  may  gradually  simu- 
late paralysis.  These  patients,  with  every  appearance  of  strength,  can 
neither  lie  down  nor  rise  up  in  their  beds  without  help,  or  even  turn  on 
one  side.  Towards  the  termination  they  lie  immoveable,  and  after  many 
hours  are  found  in  precisely  the  same  position  in  which  they  had  been 
left.  There  is  commonly  great  mental  debility,  commencing  with  early 
stupor.  In  bad  cases,  or  at  an  advanced  period,  the  patient  does  not 
answer  questions  which  are  put  to  him,  and  his  unmoved  features  show 
that  he  has  not  understood  them  ;  after  a  loud  question  he  may  direct  his 
eyes  momentarily  towards  the  speaker.  Headache  diminishes  as  adyna- 
mia increases,  and  is  replaced  by  wakefulness,  or  constant  unquiet  dreams. 
The  mouth  is  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  dry  mucus;  great  meteorism  ; 
often  no  sensibility  on  pressure  ;  stools  generally  foetid  and  involuntary  ; 
slouching  of  the  parts  pressed  upon  ;  urine  and  sweat  foetid  ;  petechias  ; 
skin  at  first  warm  and  dry,  afterwards  cold  ;  pulse  feeble,  trembling,  at 
first  rapid,  latterly  slow.    This  slate  sometimes  lasts  long. 

Diagnosis.  This  is  sometftnes  extremely  difficult.  It  is  prudent  not 
to  give  a  decided  opinion  during  the  first  three  or  four  days;  for,  when 
the  symptoms  are  not  very  decidedly  marked,  they  differ  little  from  the 
precursory  fever  of  many  eruptive  diseases,  as  smallpox,  scarlatina, 
measles,  of  some  catarrhal  affections,  or  latent  visceral  inflammations. 
The  long  duration  of  the  febrile  condition  is  an  important  characteristic, 
Whenever  febrile  symptoms,  which  cannot  be  referred  to  any  appreci- 
able lesion,  last  eight  or  ten  days,  there  are  strong  grounds  to  presume 
that  the  glands  of  Peyer  are  disea-ed  ;  and  when,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
febrile  disease,  of  the  nature  of  which  we  are  doubtful,  it  is  not  this  affec- 
tion. Between  the  sixth  and  twelfth  days,  symptoms  which  clear  up 
the  diagnosis  generally  appear,  such  as  meteorism,  typhoid  eruption,  stu- 
por, epistaxis,  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels.  At  a  later  period  still, 
there  is  less  difficulty  ;  for,  even  if  the  symptoms  during  the  first  and 
second  periods  have  been  absent,  those  which  belong  to  the  third  re- 
move all  doubts ;  these  are  intestinal  haemorrhages,  sloughing,  involun* 
tary  stools,  and  other  marks  of  adynamia, 
23 
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Prognosis.  Few  diseases  are  so  fatal.  Out  of  147  cases  in  the 
.clinical  wards  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  between  1828  and  1832,  forty-seven 
died,  or  one  in  three.  Though  a  mortality  of  one  in  three  is  a  very 
large  proportion,  any  inferences  unfavorable  to  the  treatment  of  fever 
should  for  many  reasons  be  made  with  caution  and  charity.  The  mode 
in  which  patients  are  distributed  to  the  various  hospitals  in  Paris,  is 
brought  forward  as  one  excuse  for  such  finality.  All  the  hospitals  being 
under  the  direction  of  government,  a  central  board  of  medical  men  is 
appointed  to  examine  the  patients  who  apply  for  relief,  and  to  distribute 
them  anions  the  different  hospitals.  This  board  meets  near  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  so  that  the  severest,  cases  of  fever  are  often  sent  there,  as  it  is  the 
nearest  place.  M.  Chomel  is  also  the  professor  of  clinical  medicine, 
and  the  most  serious  cases  are  sent  to  the  clinical  wards.  These  reasons 
would  account  for  a  greater  apparent  mortality  than  under  other  circum- 
stances, if  we  did  not  find  that  during  several  years,  whilst  L\J.  Chomel 
was  physician  to  La  Ciiarite,  the  mortality  in  about  the  same  number  of 
-  cases  \\ as  rather  greater.  M.  Louis  founded  his  "  Recherehes  sur  la 
Gastro-entente  "  on  138  cases  of  fever  treated  by  M.  Chomel,  and  out 
of  these  were  fifty  deaths.  The  average  of  one  in  three  seems  to  be 
therefore  independent  of  these  local  causes. 

Fever  is  less  dangerous  in  patients  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
more  dangerous  alter  the  age  of  forty.  No  appreciable  difference  is  ob- 
served in  regard  to  sex.  Previous  feebleness  of  the  system  does  not  ap- 
pear to  act  unfavorably.  Two  out  of  four  patients  who  attributed  fever 
to  moral  causes  of  depression,  died.  Of  sixteen  patients  who  admitted 
that  they  had  taken  stimulating  drinks  at  the  commencement  of  the  at- 
tack, three  only  died.  M.  Chomel  concludes  that  those  cases  are  most 
dangerous  where  the  attack  was  sudden.  The  tables  given,  however, 
indicate  the  opposite,  the  mortality  being  rather  less  than  one  in  three 
where  the  attack  was  sudden,  and  sliahtly  above  one  in  two  where  there 
were  premonitory  symptoms  (p.  433).  There  is  probably  some  numeri- 
cal error.  If  fluting  fever  there  is  a  denied  remission,  followed  by  an 
ag'j;ravation  of  the  symptoms,  the  termination  is  generally  fatal.  There 
is  less  danger  when  the  form  of  the  disease  does  not  change  :  the  ataxic 
is  in  such  cases  the  most  fatal.  Complicated  cases  are  very  fatal  :  thus, 
of  thirteen  cases  of  inflammatory  adynamia,  eight  died.  Many  symp- 
toms, when  they  become  intense,  are  important  in  the  prognosis.  When 
delirium  is  early  and  violent,  it  is  very  unfavorable.  Of  forty-two  fatal 
cases,  twenty-two  were  violently  delirious.  When  it  consists  in  a 
dreaming  state  from  which  the  patient  can  be  roused,  there  is  less  dan- 
ger. Of  eighty  patients  who  recovered,  twelve  had  this  mild  delirium. 
Involuntary  evacuations,  when  passed  without  consciousness,  constitute  a 
bad  sign.  Of  thirty  cases  in  which  this  symptom  was  present,  thirteen 
died.  Constant  and  general  twitching  of  the  tendons  is  highly  unfavor- 
able. In  five  cases  with  general  convulsions,  death  was  speedy.  Coma 
is  one  of  the  most  fatal  symptoms  ;  it  should  be  distinguished  from  stu- 
por, in  which  the  patient's  atteniion  can  be  roused.    Of  seven  patients 

with  intestinal  haemorrhage,  six  died.     M.  Chomel  does  not  think  deaf- 



nes9  unfavorable.    The  expression  of  the  face  is  important:  when  ema- 
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dated  and  shrunk  (facies  Hippocratic),  death  is  at  hand  ;  whilst  im- 
provement in  intelligence  of  expression  is  often  the  first  sign  ol  amend- 
ment. If  the  pulse  exceeds  HO  or  130  it  is  had,  when  150  or  160 
death  is  near.  When  it  becomes  slow  after  having  heen  rapid,  without 
symptoms  of  improvement,  it  is  a  fatal  symptom,  unless  proper  means  to 
relieve  ihe  patient  are  employed.  Perforation  of  the  intestines,  and 
erysipelas  of  the  face,  are  generally  fatal  complications.  The  danger  of 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  is  in  proportion  to  its  extent  and  to  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  patient.  When  it  occupies  a  considerable  portion, 
or  the  whole  of  one  lobe,  and  is  not  arrested,  it  is  fatal,  even  before  it 
passes  into  the  second  and  third  stage.  Circumscribed  pneumonia  is  of- 
ten discovered  in  those  who  have  extensive  suppurations  on  the  sacrum, 
and  is  dangerous.  As  pneumonia  is  *often  latent,  considerable  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  lungs.  In  three  patients  inflammation  of  the 
larynx  and  epiglottis  took  place,  and  was  fatal.  The  injurious  effects  of 
sloughs  on  the  sacrum,  heels,  &,c.  have  been  exaggerated.  In  seven 
cases,  only  three  died,  and  in  those  which  recovered  the  extent  of  the 
ulcers  was  truly  alarming.  Abscess  in  the  external  parts  was  ohsei ved 
in  six,  all  of  which  recovered.  They  were  not  found  in  parts  subjected 
to  pressure. 

Treatment. — When  there  is  stupor,  unusual  prostration  of  strength, 
weakness  of  the  pulse,  faintnessin  the  sitting  posture,  and  involuntary  pass- 
ing of  stools  and  urine,  we  must  use  bitters  and  aromatics,  such  as  bark, 
chamomile  and  sage  in  draughts,  lavements,  baths,  and  external  applica- 
tions, with  wine,  camphor  and  ether:  if  the  symptoms  increase,  the  doses 
must  be  larger,  and  the  wines  of  Spain  given  instead  of  those  of  France. 
Extract  of  bark,  by  the  mouth  and  in  lavements,  in  doses  of  one  or  two 
ounces  a  day,  is  given  by  M.  Chomel  in  preference  to  quinine,  if  the 
stomach  will  bear  it,  as  he  doubts  whether  the  sulphate  of  quinine  con- 
tains all  the  tonic  powers  of  bark  equally  with  its  febrifuge  and  antiperi- 
odic  principles.  In  this  state  tonics  and  excitants,  instead  of  aggravating 
the  lesions  of  the  intestines,  exercise  a  favorable  effect  upon  them.  The 
intestinal  ulcers  are  analogous  to  cutaneous  ulcers  in  similar  subjects, 
which  are  improved  by  stimulating  applications.  In  three  instances  where 
the  patients  died  during  the  tonic  treatment,  the  ulcers  in  the  intestines 
were  evidently  cicatrizing.  The  tonic  treatment  was  followed  in  nine 
pa:ients,  all  of  whom  when  it  was  commenced  were  in  an  alarming  s:ate 
of  prostration,  and  six  of  these  recovered.  It  is  important  thaMonics 
should  be  given  before  the  strength  is  too  much  exhausted,  and  yet  not 
during  reaction.  The  exact  time  must  be  determined  at  the  bed-side, 
as  no  exact  rules  can  be  laid  down.  If  delirium  or  other  signs  of  cere- 
bral congestion  exist,  wine  should  not  be  given,  as  it  almost  inevitably 
aggravates  the  symp:oms.  M.  Chomel  commonly  gives  wine  in  spoon- 
fuls, at  first  once  or  many  times  daily,  increasing  the  quantity  as  debility 
mcreases.  The  lighter  wines  he  gives  with  other  drinks,  in*  the  propor- 
tion ol  a  fourth,  a  third,  or  half;  the  stronger  wines  pure.  In  some  cases 
the  benefit  is  immediate  :  the  pulse  rises,  the  heat  of  the  skin  increases, 
and  the  expression  improves.  Ether  is  particularly  useful  when  it  is 
necessary  to  raise  the  powers  rapidly,  but  its  action  is  transient ;  it 
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should  be  given  with  bark.  Camphor  is  only  employed  by  M.  Chomel 
in  lavements  with  bark,  when  debility  is  great.  Bark  in  infusion,  decoc- 
tion, or  still  better  only  macerated  in  water,  and  sweetened  with  syrup 
of  lemon,  is  one  of  the  best  drinks.  Also  infusions  of  serpentaria,  cas- 
carilla,  and  sage.  The  tonic  treatment  is  rarely  necessary  in  the  first 
stage*  and  should  never  be  tried  then  except  with  great  reserve.  In  the 
second  and  third  stages  we  may  employ  it  with  more  confidence  and 
energy.  Several  excellent  cases  are  detailed  in  whirl)  success  followed 
this  treatment  in  apparently  hopeless  cases.  M.  Chomel  mentions  the 
application  of  revulsives  and  of  warm  and  cold  baths,  but  states  nothing 
decidedly  as  to  his  own  opinion  of  their  efficacy. 


THOUGHTS  ON  THE  USE  OF  COLD  APPLICATIONS   IN  FEVER  AND 

INFLAMMATION. 

To  Vie  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dsar  Sm, — Observing  in  your  useful  Journal  for  the  first  of  November, 
18-5o.  an  article  "on  the  use  and  abuse  of  cold  applications,"  by  Dr. 
Graves,  of  Dublin,  I  feel  induced,  I  hope  by  sincere!  motives,  to  offer 
some  views,  which  are  the  results  of  long  observation  and  reflection  on 
this  subject.  It  seems  to  be  the  more  required  at  this  time  to  review  the 
to  )ic,  as  the  practice  has  become  a  very  common  one  in  this  country,  in 
fevers,  and  indeed  many  affections  with  determinations  to  the  bead,  and, 
as  I  have  thought,  too  often  in  an  indiscriminate  manner. 

The  writer  appears  to  have  some  good  views  of  the  subject  when  he 
says,  "  whether  applied  to  reduce  local  inflammation  in  any  part  of  the 
body,  or  to  cool  the  scalp  in  determinations  to  the  head,  cold  lotions,  as 
ordinarily  employed,  do  infinitely  more  harm  than  good."  He  justly 
complains  of  the  manner  in  which  this  application  is  commonly  made, 
and  recites  an  instance  in  opposition  to  the  principle,  in  the  fact  of  the 
great  utility  of  warm  lotions  to  the  bead  in  an  epidemic  influenza,  in 
1832,  at  Dublin,  which  was  pretty  constantly  attended  with  "  intense 
pain  of  the  head."  It  appears  the  writer  has  not  pointed  out  any  pa- 
thological discriminations  in  which  cold  or  warm  lotions  may  be  useful 
or  hurtful,  but  all  is  overcast  with  doubt. 

That  cold  is  directly  a  tonic  to  the  human  tissues  under  all  circum- 
stances, whether  applied  by  cold  water  or  cold  air,  ought  not  to  be  de- 
nied ;  meaning  all  degrees  below  what  are  found  to  be  agreeable,  and 
necessary  to  eliminate  the  excess  of  heat  from  the  healthy  system  ;  that 
is,  about  60~>  of  P. — admitting,  however,  a  range  of  five  degrees  each 
way,  to  suit  idiosyncrasies.  Whenever  this  agent  appears  to  be  debilitat- 
ing, it  is  in  an  indirect  manner,  by  impeding  the  nervous  force  due  to 
the  tissues,  as  one  of  the  effects  of  its  tonic  and  constringirig  influence 
on  the  vita!  solids.  If  not  carried  too  far,  so  as  entirely  to  expel  the 
vital  influence,  the  instinctive  repulsive  powers  will  prevail,  and  restore 
the  inability  of  capillary  function  induced  by  the  cold,  although  the  or- 
ganic functious  may  still  suffer  injury.    The  antecedent  stimulations  in- 
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duce  an  inordinate  and  very  persist! ve  state  of  action.  In  every  in- 
stance of  tills  kind  the  functions  of  the  system  will  show  an  elevated  ac- 
tion, which  oftentimes  arises  to  a  morbidly  dangerous  state. 

It  may  be  asserted,  perhaps  with  much  propriety,  that  every  cause  of 
disease,  say  fevers  and  inflammations  if  you  please,  except  the  mechani- 
cal .lesions  of  tissues,  consist  of  stimulants  and  irritants,  of  which  cold  is 
a  prolific  one.  As  the  recuperative  powers  re-establish  the  derangements 
made  by  the  first  impulses  of  the  causes,  every  secondary  phenomenon 
indicates  a  tonic  state  of  the  organism  universally.  In  every  state  of 
fever  and  inflammation,  which  indeed  are  very  similar,  there  exists  a 
morbidly  tonic  state  of  the  tissues.  Febrile  heat  is  a  manifestation  of  an 
excess  of  capillary  action. 

These  theses  have  been  advanced  in  order  to  expose  the  pathologi- 
cal stale  of  the  system,  only  just  so  far  as  to  raise  the  question,  whether 
cold,  so  often  a  co-agent  in  the  production  of  disease,  can  philosophically 
be  applied  for  the  removal  of  the  primary  diseased  condition.  The  ra- 
tional inference  would  be,  it  could  not.  But,  as  every  thesis  must  be  es- 
tablished by  rigid  observation  and  facts,  we  will  attempt  to  draw  a  line 
of  discrimination  between  the  pathological  condition  in  which  cold  appli- 
cations may  be  useful  or  hurtful.  As  physiologists,  we  have  a  right  to 
consider  cold  an  active  agent,  if  not  as  philosophers. 

It  must,  however,  be  further  noticed,  that  every  fever,  either  epidemic, 
endemic,  or  sporadic,  consists  of  a  universal  affection,  always  having  de- 
terminations to  some  organ  or  tissue,  M.  Broussais  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. These  concentrations  in  fever,  are  a  mere  accumulation 
of  the  disease  in  the  part,  consisting  first  in  a  tonic,  then  in  a  congestive 
state  of  capillary  veins,  and  soon  followed  by  an  injected  state  of  capil- 
lary arteries,  which  constitutes  the  state  of  inflammation,  with  its 
sequences. 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  cure  of  disease  consists  in  the  use  of  contraries 
of  its  production,  we  should  hesitatingly  be  led  to  look  to  cold  as  a  the- 
rapeutic agent,  especially  for  the  diseases  of  this  climate.  Yet  we  will 
not  deny  but  it  may  be  inducted  to  some  advantage  in  certain  conditions, 
but  not  as  an  agent  adapted  to  the  remoral  of  the  morbid  habit,  which 
ought  to  engage  our  principal  attention. 

The  topic  of  the  application  of  cold  water,  not  only  to  the  head,  but  to 
the  entire  surface,  in  fevers,  was  rigidly  canvassed  more  than  forty  years 
ago,  to  my  full  recollection.  1  never  could  be  learned  enough  to  com- 
prehend the  rationale  of  its  utility  for  the  removal  of  the  derangements 
made  by  acute  disease.  I  had  used  it  to  my  satisfaction,  and  have 
seen  its  use  pretty  extensively  by  others  ;  and  unless  I  am  incon- 
sciously  deceived,  the  results  have  been  far  oftener  injurious  than  useful. 
It  will  often  relieve  heat  and  pain  of  the  head,  and  seem  soothing  when 
applied  to  the  hot  surface  ;  yet,  these  phenomena  return  with  greater 
force,  and  remain  more  persistive.  My  meaning  is,  whenever  used  in 
the  early  stage  of  fever,  or  even  at  its  height,  before  the  general  morbid 
state  and  local  injury  are  essentially  removed  by  other  therapeutic  meas- 
ures, it  is  very  sure  to  do  injury  to  the  case. 

I  believe  its  extensive  use  to  the  surface  has  been  abandoned  general- 
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ly  in  this  region,  though  never  greatly  used  ;  and  yet  its  application  to 
the  head  is  too  extensively  practised.  If  useful  to  the  head,  why  not  to 
Other  parts  ?  It  seems  to  he  continued,  like  early  blistering,  more  from 
fashion  and  precedent,  than  from  its  utility.  If  the  case  grows  worse,  it 
will  not  do  to  say  the  intended  remedy  had  a  share  in  it,  for  perhaps 
few  but  Steam  Doctors  might  approve  of  the  sentiment.  Should  I  be 
telling  too  much  by  saying,  I  have  seen  blistering  and  cold  water  aher- 
na  ely  and  even  simultaneously  applied  to  the  head  in  fever? 

This  intended  remedy,  ice  or  cold  water,  has  not  only  been  used  in  the 
early  stage  of  the  more  ardent  fevers,  but  in  the  low  state  of  typhus, 
when  the  surface  was  cold,  and  the  beat  of  the  head  externally  quite 
inconsiderable,  and  continued  until  the  head  became  very  cold  externally. 
Yet  there  is,  in  such  cases,  a  concealed  inflammation  going  on  in  the  cere- 
bral tissues,  as  well  as  in  those  of  the  abdomen,  and  often  greater,  which 
will  destroy,  if  not  removed  by  other  means.  Morbid  action  in  such 
conditions  ought  to  be  solicited  to  the  surface  universally,  and  then  met 
by  the  proper  therapeutic  remedies,  instead  of  being  repelled  to  the  in- 
terior, where  it  will  destroy  the  organism.  The  warm  bath,  and  other 
mild  methods  of  applying  caloric  to  the  surface,  go  far  to  answer  this 
indication. 

The  consistent  conclusion  must  be,  that  so  long  as  any  internal  con- 
gestive or  inflamed  state  of  the  organs  exists  in  any  considerable  degree, 
with  unequal  action,  and  coldness  of  any  part  of  the  exterior,  the  appli- 
cation of  cold  to  the  surface,  as  well  as  internally,  will  always  be  injuri- 
ous in  every  habit  of  disease. 

Notwithstanding,  it  will  not  be  insisted  that  these  applications  are  never 
useful,  in  any  state  of  disease.  In  the  instance  of  high  fever,  with  a 
strong  determination  to  the  head,  and  after  the  proper  evacuating  reme- 
dies have  been  carried  to  their  full  extent,  as  concluded  by  the  prudent 
adviser;  and  further,  as  the  internal  inflammation  may  have  been  princi- 
pally removed,  and  whilst  there  yet  remains  a  state  of  irritation  in  the 
tissues,  with  equal  heat  on  the  surface,  and  much  in  the  head  ;  in  such 
cases  I  have  known  cold  water,  moderately  applied  by  sponging,  or  linen 
cloths,  of  very  considerable  advantage.  The  light  delirium  often  attend- 
ing this  state  will  be  dissipated  as  if  by  a  charm  ;  whilst  the  coma  or  the 
raging  delirium  of  the  preceding  s  ate,  and  under  different  circumstances, 
are  sure  to  become  more  fixed  by  it.  It  was  in  cases  much  like  those 
just  now  mentioned,  that  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  so  well  succeeded  with 
the  cold  dash.  It  appears  he  did  not  use  it  until  he  had  carried  the 
evacuant  and  anti-pyretic  treatment  to  a  full  extent. 

It  seems  that  as  cold  water  absorbs  the  excessive  heat,  it  relieves  the 
tissues  of  a  portion  of  irritation  ;  and,  again,  as  the  internal  vascular  tis- 
sues have  been  relieved  of  a  portion  of  their  burthen  by  the  antecedent 
evacuations  and  internal  venous  absorptions,  the  tonic  influence  of  cold 
now  aids  their  contractions,  and  assists  in  promoting  further  absorption  of 
the  residue,  which  under  the  reverse  condition  would  only  have  served 
to  fix  them  stronger.  The  free  expanded  capillary  action  in  fevers  of 
tropical  climates,  oftener  requires  it. 

So,  likewise,  in  the  instance  of  scarlatina,  where  the  eruption  is  vivid, 
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with  high  heat,  and  even  inflammation  internally,  yet  there  having  heen 
copious  venesection,  I  have  known  cold  water,  applied  and  continued  on 
the  entire  surface,  afford  much  relief,  and  appear  to  shorten  disease.  Yet 
I  should  never  advise  it  under  the  reverse  circumstances  ;  hut  rather  the 
warm  hath.  Alter  all,  the  cases  that  imperiously  demand  cold  applica- 
tions in  this  climate  are  rare  ;  whilst  those  which  require  external  warmth 
are  numerous. 

Flirt  hen  i  rare,  when  cold  water  or  ice  has  been  useful  in  the  instance 
of  strictured  hernia,  it  is  after  free  evacuations  of  blood  and  sweats.  The 
cold  now  condenses  the  intestinal  gases,  and  also  the  sanguineous  gases 
and  expansion  of  fluids,  as  well  as  affords  energy  to  the  now  exhausted 
tissues  to  resume  their  natural  positions.  Yet;  this  ought  to  he  esteemed 
a  very  doubtful  remedy,  because  the  discriminations  are  difficult. 

Amherst,  Mass.  Nov.  23d,  1836.  Respectfully  yours, 

J.  A.  Gallup. 


FRACTURE  AND  DISLOCATION  OF  THE  SIXTH  CERVICAL 

VERTEBRA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jovrnal. 

The  case  of  Dr.  Strobel,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  copied  into  the  Journal 
of  the  7lh  inst.  reminds  me  of  one  that  came  under  my  notice  a  few 
years  since.  Though  the  facts  are  in  many  respects  similar,  they  are 
interesting  to  the  physiologist,  and  are,  perhaps,  worth  preserving.  On 
turning  to  my  note  book,  1  find  the  following  entry  made  of  the  case  at 
the  time. 

J.  N.  (of  Shrewsbury),  aged  about  50,  a  stout,  muscular  man,  weigh- 
ing 220  lbs.,  on  the  16th  of  November,  1830,  was  riding  on  the  fore  end 
of  his  ox  cart,  loaded  with  a  quantity  of  slabs,  when  his  team  took  fright 
and  ran  violently.  As  they  were  turning  round  a  corner  in  the  road,  in 
attempting  to  jump  from  the  cart  his  foot  slipped,  he  lost  his  balance,  and 
fell.  He  stated  that  he  came  with  his  shoulders  and  back  of  the  neck 
upon  the  ground;  the  cart  striking  him  on  the  hip,  doubled  him  over, 
and  at  the  same  moment  capsized  and  left  part  of  the  load  resting  on 
him.  Several  persons  happened  to  he  near,  who  immediately  removed 
the  timber  that  confined  him  in  this  appalling  situation,  and  he  was  scon 
able  to  speak.  The  accident  happened  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
about  one  hundred  rods  from  his  house,  to  which  he  was  immediately 
conveyed,  and  I  saw  him  in  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  after.  He  then 
had  no  power  of  motion,  nor  sensation  in  any  part  below  the' middle  of 
the  breast — could  move  the  arms  a  little,  though  there  was  inability  to 
direct  their  movements  to  any  particular  point.  Respiration  was  some- 
what embarrassed,  performed  principally  by  the  diaphragm — possessed 
his  reason  perfectly — spoke  but  little,  but  tolerably  dis  met — pulse  regu- 
lar, rather  feeble.  At  20  minutes  past  eight,  he  suddenly  began  to  fail 
— pulse  sunk — slight  spasm  of  the  arms— breathing  after  a  While  became 
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stertorous,  and  he  expired  at  nine  o'clock.  Ten  minutes  before  death, 
puhe  became  hard,  full  and  slow. 

Seventeenth,  al  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  examined  the  spine  at  the  place  of 
injury.  Externally,  large  contusion  on  back  of  neck  at  top  of  the  shoul- 
ders. On  cutting  down  to  the  spine  at  this  point,  a  large  quantity  of  ex- 
travasated  blood  flowed  from  the  spinal  canal  and  the  parts  about  the 
wound.  Found  the  spinous  and  transverse  processes  of  the  sixth  cervi- 
cal vertebra  separated  from  the  body  of  the  bone  and  broken  into  sever- 
al pieces.  The  body  of  the  vertebra  was  dislocated  forward,  so  far  as 
to  crush  the  spinal  marrow  over  the  posterior  ed^e  of  the  body  of  the 
vertebra  below.  It  is  remembered  that  the  patient  refcried  to  his  back, 
some  inches  below  the  injury,  as  the  seat  of  all  his  sufferings  ;  and  also 
that  there  was  priapism. 

The  phenomena  in  this  case  were  not  noted  with  so  much  minuteness 
as  might  be  desirable.  Its  publication  was  not  thought  of  at  the  time. 
Though  such  accidents  are  always  melancholy  and  afflicting  in  the  ex- 
treme, yet  if  they  are  carefully  observed,  they  often  serve  to  illustrate 
important  principles  of  the  laws  of  vitality.  And  this  case,  with  others, 
corrobora  es  the  principle  first  developed  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  that  the  respi- 
ratory system  of  nerves  possesses  a  peculiar  vitality  independent  of  the 
voluntary  and  sensitive  nervous  system  :  consequently,  that  life  will  con- 
tinue, while  the  integrity  of  the  medulla  oblongata  and  so  much  of  the 
spinal  marrow  as  gi  ves  origin  to  the  spinal  accessory  and  phrenic  nerves,  is 
maintained,  notwithstanding  other  parts  of  the  nervous  system  may  be  dead. 

In  this  case,  all  was  dead  to  sensation  and  voluntary  motion  below  a  line 
extending  across  the  middle  of  the  breast.  The  muscles  of  the  arms 
were  paralyzed,  though  the  skin  was  sensible  to  pricking,  and  their  irregu- 
lar movements  were  performed  only  by  the  action  of  the  muscles  of  the 
shoulders.  The  injury  being  below  the  origins  of  all  the  essential  respi- 
ratory nerves,  respiration  was  continued  for  a  while,  though  with  some 
difficulty,  and  the  brain  being  uninjured,  the  mental  faculties  were  ap- 
parently unclouded,  till  after  the  action  of  the  diaphragm  had  become  so 
enfeebled  that  he  could  not  give  utterance  to  what  he  evidently  desired 
to  express.  But  death  ensued  much  more  speedily  than  it  usually  does 
in  cases  of  injury  of  the  spinal  marrow  at  the  lower  part  of  the  neck. 
Patients  generally  live  from  one  to  two  or  three  days,  until  death  results 
from  inflammation  of  the  medulla  aird  its  membranes,  as  in  Dr.  Strobel's 
case  and  others.  (Vide  Sir  Charles  Belfs  papers  on  the  nerves,  read 
before  the  Royal  Society,  London.)  The  circumstances  of  this  case, 
however,  account  for  its  speedy  termination.  The  laceration  of  the 
parts  about  the  theea  vertebra! is  (which  was  itself  ruptured),  was  such 
as  to  cause  much  haemorrhage,  and  the  extravasated  blood  gradually 
forced  its  way  up  the  canal  until  the  spinal  marrow  was  compressed  at 
the  origins  of  the  phrenic  nerves.  The  action  of  the  diaphragm  became 
irregular  more  than  half  an  hour  before  death,  and  at  last  suddenly  stop- 
ped, and  the  lungs  ceased  to  be  inflated,  though  the  action  of  the  res- 
piratory muscles  of  the  face  and  neck  continued  for  some  moments  after 
this  period.  But  the  diaphragm  is  not  the  only  muscle  in  action  to  sus- 
tain respiration  under  such  circumstances.    The  dilatation  of  the  chest 
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in  inspiration  is  effected  by  the  antagonizing  action  of  the  diaphragm 
and  the  external  respiratory  muscles.  The  contraction  of  the  dia- 
phragm increases  the  long  diameter  of  t lie  chest  by  forcing  downwards 
the  abdominal  viscera,  at  the  same  time  the  serratus  magnus,  trepezius, 
and  sterno-mastoideus,  elevate  the  ribs  and  sternum  and  broaden  the 
thoracic  cavity  ;  inspiration  thus  being  an  active  state,  and  requiring  the 
co-operation  or  antagonism  of  two  or  more  of  those  powerful  muscles. 
Expiration  succeeds  by  the  reaction  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  which 
forces  up  the  diaphragm  again  into  the  chest,  depresses  the  ribs  aud 
sternum,  and  thus  diminishes  the  thoracic  cavity  in  both  its  diameters. 
The  action  of  these  muscles,  equally  powerful,  is  necessary  to  a  forcible 
expiration.  But  were  no  muscle  to  act  except  the  diaphragm,  as  has 
often  been  supposed,  a  single  inspiration  could  not  be  taken.  The  con- 
traction of  that  muscle  alone,  would,  indeed,  increase  the  diameter  of 
the  chest  in  one  direction  ;  but  if  the  ribs  were  not  fixed  by  the  external 
muscles,  it  would  only  serve  to  depress  their  borders  and  diminish  the 
diameter  in  another  direction — and  nothing  could  be  gained  by  the  effort. 
On  the  contrary,  expiration  would  be  the  result.  Expiration  in  this  case, 
however,  is  merely  a  passive  state.  The  abdominal  muscles  are,  in  fact, 
dead,  and  there  is  no  power  left  for  expelling  the  air  from  the  lungs,  but 
the  elasticity  of  the  ribs  and  the  gravity  of  the  abdominal  viscera  react- 
ing on  the  diaphragm. 

It  was  particularly  remarked  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  in  a  case  of  fracture 
of  the  sixth  and  seventh  cervical  vertebra?,  that  the  patient  had  no  power 
of  forcibly  expelling  the  air  from  the  lungs,  though  "  at  each  inspira- 
tion the  chest  heaved  with  a  short  and  quick  movement."  His  patient 
was  observed  to  yawn  naturally  :  but  "  when  he  is  asked  to  cough,  he 
pulls  up  the  ribs  and  extends  the  chest,  and  lets  them  fall  :  he  coughs, 
but  not  strongly  :  it  is  obviously  by  his  power  of  raising  the  chest  and 
giving  elasticity  to  the  ribs,  and  by  the  weight  of  t lie  parts  falling,  that 
he  is  enabled  to  expel  the  breath.  He  cannot  divide  the  expiration  into 
two  coughs,  nor  give  two  impulses  to  the  air  ;  but  each  time  he  coughs, 
the  elevation  of  the  chest  must  precede  it."  He  was  not  observed  to 
sneeze,  and  could  not  blow  his  nose  ;  he  wanted  the  power  of  forcibly 
expelling  the  air.  In  the  case  of  J.  N.,  I  distinctly  recollect  his  yawn- 
ing. No  observation  was  made  as  to  the  acts  of  coughing  or  blowing 
the  nose  ;  it  is  presumed,  however,  that  they  could  not  have  been  per- 
formed. Respiration,  therefore,  cannot  be  maintained  by  the  diaphragm 
alone,  neither  can  it  be  performed  without  the  aid  of  this  muscle. 

To  prove  this  position,  Sir  Charles  Bell  made  the  following  experiment. 
"  The  phrenic  nerves  being  first  divided  '.'  (in  an  animal),  "  and  then  the 
spinal  marrow  cut  across  at  the  bottom  of  the  cervical  vertebrae,  respira- 
tion was  stopped  in  the  chest  ;  but  there  continued  a  catching  and  strong 
action  at  regular  intervals  in  the  muscles  of  the  nostrils,  face,  and  side 
of  the  neck.  The  main  part  of  the  apparatus  of  respiration  was  stop- 
ped, but  these  accessory  muscles  remained  animated  and  making  ineffec- 
tual endeavors  to  perform  the  respiration.  When  apparent  death  had 
taken  place,  the  animal  was  so  far  reanimated  by  artificial  breathing,  that 
the  act  of  respiration  recommenced  ;  the  muscles  on  the  face  and  neck 
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were  restored  to  activity,  and  became  subject  to  regular  and  successive 
contractions,  as  in  excited  respiration,  whilst  the  chest  remained  at  rest. 
These  actions  continued  for  a  short  time,  and  then  ceased  ;  but  upon 
artificial  respiration  being  again  produced,  the  same  results  followed." 

In  the  case  related  at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  it  is  well  recollected 
that  the  muscles  of  the  face,  larynx  and  neck  made  repeated  ineffectual 
efforts  at  respiration,  after  the  action  of  the  diaphragm  had  ceased  and  the 
chest  was  at  rest.  And  the  reason  is  obvious,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  par  vagum  and  spinal  accessory,  which  supply  the  larynx,  ster- 
no-mastoid  and  trapezius,  arise  from  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  from  the 
spinal  marrow  above  the  origin  of  the  phrenic  nerves.  The  latter  were 
paralyzed  by  pressure  of  the  spinal  marrow  at  their  roots,  from  the 
extravasated  blood,  while  the  integrity  of  the  former  was  comparatively 
uninjured.  These  three  nerves,  with  the  external  respiratory  and  por- 
tio  dura  of  the  seventh  pair,  combine  the  action  of  the  larynx,  sterno- 
mastoideus,  trapezius,  serratus  magnus,  and  diaphragm,  with  the  lungs, 
tongue  and  nostrils,  in  the  function  of  respiration.  These  nerves  give 
the  first  impulse  to  life  in  the  infant  at  its  birth,  and  they  are  the  last  to 
die.  The  mental  faculties  may  be  destroyed  by  wounds  of  the  brain, 
and  the  whole  system  of  nerves  of  voluntary  motion  and  sensation  para- 
lyzed by  apoplexy,  yet  so  lorn;  as  the  medulla  oblongata  and  the  cervi- 
cal spinal  marrow  remain  intact,  respiration  will  be  maintained.  The 
respiratory  nerves,  in  fact,  possess  an  independent  vitality,  and  are  capa- 
ble of  sustaining,  for  a  time,  the  life  of  their  organs,  after,  in  other  re- 
spects, the  body  is  dead.  "  They  are  alive  to  impressions,  and^can  be 
made  to  produce  convulsions  in  the  muscles  they  supply,  after  the  other 
nerves  are  dead  to  the  application  of  all  stimuli." 

"  When  we  survey  the  full  extent  of  the  respiratory  system  of 
nerves,"  says  Sir  Charles  Bell,  "  we  are  prepared  to  comprehend  its 
importance  to  the  continuance  of  life.  The  infant  born  without  a  brain 
can  breathe  if  the  origin  of  these  nerves  be  entire.  Deep  wounds  of  the 
brain,  though  eventually  fatal,  are  not  necessarily  or  instantly  so.  The 
man  wounded  in  the  spine  below  the  origins  of  the  nerves  we  have 
traced,  drags  out  existence  for  a  few  days  ;  but  a  bruise  on  the  part  of 
the  medulla  oblongata,  from  which  these  nerves  take  their  departure,  is 
death  in  the  instant  ;  a  breath  is  not  drawn  again. 

"  Now,  since  we  find  that  many  respiratory  nerves  depart  from  the 
same  centre,  and  go  out  to  all  the  parts  of  the  muscular  frame  which 
move  in  respiration,  we  can  better  comprehend  how  injury  of  the  medul- 
la oblongata  suppresses  at  once  the  act  of  respiration  in  the  nostrils, 
throat  and  windpipe,  as  well  as  the  action  of  the  muscles  both  without 
and  within  the  chest;  even  the  expression  in  the  agony  of  dying  is,  by 
the  injury  of  the  roots  of  all  these  nerves,  suddenly  interrupted,  and  ac- 
tual death  follows  quickly,  owing  to  the  cessation  of  the  respiratory 
functions." 

"  On  the  contrary,  if  other  parts  of  the  body  are  injured  by  disease 
or  accident,  death  comes  slowly  from  the  rising  inflammation,  or  the  ex- 
tension of  the  influence  gradually  over  the  system  ;  at  length  the  respi- 
ratory system  partakes  of  the  influence,  the  chest  rises  higher  and  more 
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frequently,  an  alarming  symptom,  when  there  is  reason  to  fear  approach- 
ing dissolution  ;  the  throat  is  then  affected  ;  the  whole  apparatus  of  res- 
piration is  violently  agitated  ;  the  chest,  neck,  lips,  cheeks  and  eyelids, 
are  wrought  with  terrible  convulsions  ;  the  breathing  is  about  to  stop  ;  the 
action  returns  with  sudden  and  startling,  effort,  and  then  ceases,  the  pa- 
tient dying  in  the  state  of  expiration,  the  muscles  of  inspiration  being  in- 
capable of  renewing  the  effort. 

"  If  it  be  important  to  know  the  approach  of  danger,  and  to  distinguish 
nervous  agitation  from  the  formidable  symptoms  of  approaching  dissolu- 
tion, it  is  necessary  to  know  the  causes  of  these  symptoms,  otherwise  the 
physician  is  no  better  than  the  nurse."  Wm.  Workman. 

Worcester,  Dec.  28th,  1836. 
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ARMY  AND  NAVY  MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 

In  examining  the  reports  of  the  different  departments  of  the  general 
government,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  oi  Congress,  it  is  inter- 
esting to  notice  the  condition  of  the  Medical  Staff  in  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  the  expense  of  supporting  the  hospitals  established  in  various  parts 
of  the  union,  the  existence  of  which  is  always  depending  immediately  on 
the  treasury. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  five  surgeons  attached  to  the  five  re- 
cruiting stations  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
Norfolk,  is  $8,750  per  annum.  For  the  support  of  the  surgeons  sta- 
tioned at  the  several  navy  yards,  the  following  sums  are  required — viz. 
at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  one  surgeon  at  $,1,800;  Boston,  one  surgeon 
at  $1 ,800,  and  two  assistant  surgeons  at  $950  each.  The  hospital  re- 
quires one  surgeon  at  $1,075,  and  an  assistant  surgeon  at  $950;  a 
steward  at  $350  ;  two  nurses  at  $120  each,  and  two  washers  at  $96 
each,  besides  a  cook. 

At  the  New  York  navy  yard,  one  surgeon  at  $1,800,  and  two  assist- 
ants at  $950  each.  The  hospital  establishment  is  organized  precisely  as 
at  Boston,  at  precisely  the  same  cost.  Such,  too,  is  the  fact  with  regard 
to  Philadelphia,  with  a  few  exceptions.  There  is  there  but  one  assistant 
surgeon.  The  naval  asylum  and  hospital  bears  a  striking  resemblance 
to  the  one  in  this  neighborhood. 

At  the  Washington  navy  yard,  there  is  no  hospital.  One  surgeon  and 
one  assistant  are  the  only  medical  officers  on  duty,  whose  compensation 
is  like  that  at  all  other  stations. 

The  Norfolk  yard  has  one  surgeon  and  two  assistants,  and  also  a  hos- 
pital witli  two  medical  officers,  beside  a  lieutenant  attached  to  it,  at  the 
annual  rate  of  $1,500.  At  Pensacola  the  same  number  of  medical  offi- 
cers are  maintained  as  at  Boston,  with  a  similar  hospital.  An  increase 
of  $3000  at  two  hospitals  has  been  caused  by  the  addition  of  a  lieutenant 
at  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk,  who  seem  to  act  as  governors. 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says  that  $3,200  is  required  for  the  com- 
mission of  two  surgeons  waiting  orders.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  the 
Surgeons  on  duty  at  Baltimore  and  Charleston,  S.  C,  have  a  compensa- 
tion of  only  $1500. 

Very  liberal  expenditures  were  made  the  past  year  for  the  following 
benevolent  purposes,  viz. 

1st.  For  erecting  and  furnishing  a  new  hospital  building,  and 
for  a  dwelling  for  an  assistant  surgeon  ;  for  the  repairs  of  the 
present  buildings  ;  and  for  all  expenses  upon  their  dependen- 
ces, near  Fensacola  §47,500 

2d.  For  erecting  a  sea-wall  to  protect  the  shore  ;  for  enclosing 
the  hospital  grounds  ;  for  completing  the  basement  of  south 
wing  ;  for  repairing  damages  sustained  from  n  recent  gale  ; 
and  for  all  other  expenses  upon  the  dependences  of  the  hos- 
pital near  Norfolk  18,000 

3d.  For  graduating  and  enclosing  the  grounds  about  the  naval 
asylum  near  Philadelphia,  and  for  all  other  expenses  upon  the 
building  and  its  dependences  9,960 

4th.  Towards  an  extension  of  the  hospital  building  near  Brook- 
lyn, New  York  ;  for  enclosing  the  grounds,  and  for  all  other 
expenses  upon  its  dependences  66,000 

5th.  For  the  completion  of  the  present  hospital  building  near 

Boston,  and  for  all  expenses  upon  its  dependences  1,350 


Total  for  hospitals  $142,810 

We  can  only  make  room  for  an  item  in  relation  to  the  estimated  cost 
of  medical  and  hospital  stores  for  one  ship  of  war,  for  1837 — the  frigate 
Macedonian,  which  is  fixed  at  $4000,  showing  that  the  government  never 
stint  the  sick  or  send  their  ships  to  sea  in  an  unprovided  state  for  the 
comfort  of  disabled  seamen. 

A  most  praiseworthy  provision  has  been  made  for  the  widows  of  de- 
ceased surgeons.  The  alphabetical  list  of  pensioners  runs  thus  :  Juliana 
Burchmore  draws  $31  50  monthly  ;  Maria  Babbit,  $25  ;  Eliza  M'Cloud, 
$  15  ;  Ellen  Dix,  $25  ;  Mary  Griffin,  $25  ;  Harriet  Kissam,  $25  •  Phe- 
be  Montgomery,  $25  ;  Georgia  A.  Peaco,  $25  ;  Maria  Page,  $25  ; 
Catharine  S.  M.  Ray,  $35  ;  Charlotte  M.  R.  Thorn,  $25. 

Since  the  first  of  December,  passed  assistant  surgeon  Geo.  W.  Palm- 
er has  died,  at  St.  Simon's,  Geo.  ;   but  no  one  has  resigned. 

In  the  army  there  are  one  surgeon  general,  fifteen  surgeons,  aad  sixty 
assistant  surgeons. 

As  soon  as  other  documentary  information  of  a  veritable  character 
shall  have  been  received,  it  is  our  intention  to  detail  the  essential  facts, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  put  our  professional  readers  in  possession  of  these 
statistical  items,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  essentially  serviceable  to  some, 
who  otherwise  could  not  readily  procure  this  kind  of  information. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  the  surgeons  of  the  navy,  finally,  enjoy 
something  like  a  decent  support,  which  for  a  long  time  was  denied  them, 
through  the  parsimonious  and  contracted  policy  of  those  who  should  have 
better  represented  the  people  who  placed  them  in  Congress.  The  gen- 
erosity of  the  government  in  pensioning  the  otherwise  destitute  widows 
of  deceased  medical  officers,  is  honorable  to  the  national  character. 
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Dec.  31.  Operation  for  Popliteal  Aneurism — Tumor  of  Ihe  Face. — There 
were  two  very  interesting-  operations  at  the  hospital  on  Saturday,  Dec. 
31.  The  first  was  for  popliteal  aneurism.  The  patient,  an  Englishman, 
50  years  of  age,  has  lately  been  employed  as  prompter  at  one  of  the 
Theatres  in  Boston.  His  history  is  nearly  as  follows.  At  the  age  of 
20  he  was  in  the  English  Navy  as  Midshipman — had  the  yellow  fever 
in  the  West  Indies,  which  left  him,  according  to  the  opinion  of  his  phy- 
sician, with  diseased  liver.  Upon  his  recovery  from  this  affection,  he 
became  acquainted  with  the  famous  sportsman,  Capt.  Barclay,  who  in- 
cited him  to  various  pedestrian  feats  for  wagers.  At  the  age  of  23, 
went  on  to  the  stage  as  tragedian — still,  however,  continuing  his  pe- 
destrian feats  under  the  encouragement  of  several  of  the  sporting  nobili- 
ty of  England.  Before  each  trial  he  went  through  a  process  of  training, 
sometimes  for  two  or  three  months.  His  last  feat  was  the  walking  500 
miles  in  500  successive  hours — one  mile  each  hour.  After  this  he  was 
muc  h  exhausted  and  ill  for  some  days.  His  manner  of  life  has  always 
been  very  free,  except  when  training.  He  has  always  used  much  violent 
exercise.  Ten  years  since,  he  came  to  this  country,  and  has  performed 
at  various  theatres.  Four  years  since  he  was  attacked  very  violently 
with  rheumatism  in  both  the  lower  extremities,  from  constant  exposure 
on  the  stage  without  sufficient  clothing.  He  has  been  very  subject  since 
to  attacks  of  the  same  nature,  and  on  this  account  has  lately  relinquish- 
ed the  stage  and  taken  the  situation  of  prompter — the  duties  of  which, 
however,  are  very  arduous,  and  requiring  his  attendance  at  the  theatre 
from  nine  in  the  morning  until  ten  at  night. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  winter  he  was  attacked  with  a  severe  ery- 
sipelatous inflammation  of  the  legs,  on  the  left  attended  with  ulcerations. 
Latterly,  as  regards  eating,  his  habits  have  been  abstemious — but,  as  he 
says,  on  account  of  fatigue,  the  theatre  at  the  same  time  being  very  cold, 
he  is  obliged  to  take  three  or  four  glasses  of  brandy  and  water  daily.  Three 
weeks  since,  when  at  a  rehearsal,  after  having  been  two  hours  in  a  sitting 
position,  he  was  suddenly  seized  on  rising  with  a  cramp-like  pain  in  the 
ham,  extending  up  and  down  the  limb.  On  examination  of  the  part,  he 
discovered  a  small,  hard  tumor  in  the  popliteal  space,  about  the  size  of 
a  hazel  nut.  He  continued  his  duties,  however,  during  the  day,  and  at 
night  made  some  hot  applications  to  the  limb,  which,  as  he  thought,  dis- 
pelled the  tumor.  Three  days  subsequent,  he  had  a  similar  attack,  with 
a  similar  result. 

Eight  days  ago,  he  considered  himself  perfectly  well  ;  walked  to  the 
theatre  and  about  the  town  during  the  day  ;  but  on  rising  from  his  chair 
after  the  performance  in  the  evening,  he  was  seized  again  with  a  violent 
pain  in  the  leg,  and  on  examination  found  the  tumor  of  the  same  size  as 
on  the  last  attack.  He  was  immediately  assisted  home,  and  had  resort  to 
the  remedies  used  on  a  previous  occasion,  but  without  experiencing  any 
relief.  The  pain  continued,  and  at  times  was  most  excruciating.  He 
still  pursued  his  avocation  at  the  theatre  until  five  nights  since,  when 
from  inability  to  walk,  he  was  carried  home,  and  a  physician  (Dr.  Hay- 
ward)  called.  At  that  period  the  tumor  was  about  a  third  its  present 
size. 

Now,  on  examination,  the  following  appearances  are  presented  :  pa- 
tient five  feet  eleven  inches  in  height  ;  has  apparently  the  requisites  for 
being  a  very  powerful  man — muscles  greatly  developed— very  little  fat. 
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In  both  logs  the  veins  were  much  distended  and  varicose  ;  there  are  sev- 
eral scars  on  the  left  leg,  which  have  remained  since  the  ulcerations  at- 
tendant on  the  erysipelas.  The  popliteal  space  of  the  right  leg  is  occupied 
by  a  large  pulsating  tumor  about  the  size  of  an  orange.  Upon  corn- 
pressing  the  femoral  artery  in  the  groin,  the  pulsations  are  immediately 
arrested,  and  the  tumor  itself  gradually  disappears  ;  returning,  however, 
as  soon  as  the  pressure  in  the  groin  is  taken  off.  Attending  its  pulsa- 
tions, is  a  thrill  which  is  conveyed  to  the  fingers  upon  slight  pressure 
being  made  on  the  surface  of  the  tumor  ;  and  on  examination  by  the 
stethoscope,  the  peculiar  blowing  sound  is  heard,  usually  attendant  on 
aneurismal  tumors  and  diseased  states  of  the  valves  of  the  aorta.  In  the 
present  instance,  however,  the  sound  is  rather  more  rough  than  usual, 
amounting  to  what  is  called  by  the  French  the  "bruit  de  rape."  On 
examination  of  the  heart  with  the  stethoscope,  its  impulse  is  found  to  be 
remarkably  feeble,  and  its  pulsations  are  scarcely  perceptible  over  the 
precordial  region. 

The  patient  has  suffered  very  severely  since  his  entrance,  both  in  4he 
tumor  itself,  and  the  surrounding  parts  ;  and  he  expresses  himself  as  very 
anxious  for  an  operation  to  relieve  his  sufferings. 

An  operation  having  been  determined  upon,  was  performed  by  Dr. 
Hayward  in  the  following  manner.  The  patietit  being  placed  in  a  recum- 
bent position,  and  the  limb  to  be  operated  upon  a  little  flexed  and  turned 
on  its  outside,  an  incision  about  four  inches  in  length  was  made  a  little 
over  and  to  the  inside  of  the  sartorius  muscle — the  incision  commencing 
five  inches  below  the  crural  arch.  In  making  this  incision,  care  was 
taken  to  avoid  the  great  saphena  vein,  which  could  be  seen  at  the  lower  and 
outer  side  of  the  wound.  The  skin  being  divided,  and  the  sartorius  mus- 
cles raised  towards  the  outside  of  the  limb,  the  sheath  of  the  great  ves- 
sels was  exposed.  This  was  now  carefully  opened,  the  artery  laid  bare, 
and  a  ligature  carried  round  the  artery  by  the  common  aneurismal  needle. 
The  latter  part  of  the  dissection  was  made  chiefly  with  the  handle  of  the 
knife.  Upon  the  ligature  being  applied,  the  patient  seemed  to  experi- 
ence great  pain,  and  made  the  same  exclamations  as  has  been  lately  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Warren,  as  having  taken  place  in  the  case  of  iliac  aneu- 
rism. This  pain,  however,  subsided  soon  after  the  ligature  of  the  artery 
was  accomplished.  The  wound  was  dressed  with  a  few  adhesive  straps. 
Very  little  blood  was  lost  in  the  operation,  and  the  patient  declared  the 
pain  of  it  to  be  much  less  than  he  had  suffered  in  the  same  period  of 
time  during  the  preceding  night. 

The  second  operation  was  for  a  tumor  of  the  face,  of  somewhat  an 
anomalous  character,  situated  just  under  the  socket  of  the  right  eye.  The 
patient  was  a  farmer,  51  years  of  age,  and  had  but  lately  been  freed  from 
some  ulcerations  in  the  neck,  of  a  suspicious  character.  For  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  his  health  has  not  been  good.  His  chief  troubles  have  been  a 
diseased  state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  attended  with  dizziness,  pain  in 
the  head,  &c.  Three  months  since,  he  felt  a  slight  uneasiness  in  the  ex- 
ternal corner  of  the  right  eye,  as  if  a  grain  of  sand  had  been  lodged  there. 
Very  shortly  afterwards,  a  small  hard  tumor  was  discovered  just  below  the 
under  eyelid,  and  on  the  edge  of  the  socket.  The  tumor  was  not  move- 
able, and  not  attended  with  pain.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  it  has 
gradually  increased,  extending  inwards  towards  the  nose  and  outwards 
towards  the  external  angle  of  the  eye  ;  above,  it  rises  into  the  socket,  so 
as  to  press  the  eyeball  upwards  and  outwards,  and  partially  closes  the 
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lids.  With  the  increase  of  the  tumor,  it  has  also  become  more  painful, 
the  pain  extending  in  different  directions  over  the  face. 

Dr.  Warren  operated  on  the  tumor  in  the  following  manner.  A  trans- 
verse incision  being  made  over  it,  and  the  integuments  raised,  dissection 
was  made  carefully  around  it  down  to  the  bone.  On  one  side  the  tumor 
seemed  to  spring  from  the  periosteum  ;  but  on  dissecting  it  up,  the  bone 
was  found  rough  and  jagged,  and  under  the  centre  of  the  tumor  an 
opening  was  discovered  communicating  with  the  antrum.  The  tumor 
being  removed,  the  rough  and  jagged  portions  of  bpne  were  cut  off  with 
the  bone  forceps  ;  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  together  by 
sutures. 

In  all  probability  the  tumor  had  its  origin  in  the  antrum.  No  symp- 
toms, however,  could  be  gathered  previous  to  the  operation,  to  lead  to 
this  diagnosis.  Laying  open  the  parts  was  the  only  means  of  discovering 
the  true  state  of  things.  It  was  not  thought  expedient  to  proceed  to  the 
very  serious  operation,  which  perhaps  the  state  of  the  case  may  at  some 
future  period  require. 


Vermont  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — The  trustees  of  this  Institution — 
Messrs.  Samuel  Clark,  John  Holbrook,  Epaphros  Seymour,  and  JohnC. 
Holbrook — announce  that  it  is  now  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients. 
It  is  located  in  Brattleboro',  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  that  pleasant 
village,  and  is  under  the  superintendence  of  Wm.  H.  Rockwell,  M.D., 
who  has  for  several  years  past  been  connected  with  the  well-known  Re- 
treat for  the  Insane  at  Hartford,  Ct.  The  terms  are  three  dollars  per 
week  for  convenient  accommodations  in  the  wings  ;  and  from  five  to 
twelve  dollars  for  those  who  require  a  room  in  the  centre  building. 


Jl.  Hybrid. — Brandeth,  the  fabricator  of  grandfather  pills — a  transat- 
lantic adventurer — a  nostrum  monger — a  blower  of  his  own  brazen  trum- 
pet, who  will  unquestionably  pocket  a  fortune  quite  equal  to  Swaim's,  by 
practising  upon  the  gullibility  of  the  ignorant,  has  issued  a  prospectus  of 
a  weekly  Journal,  to  be  issued  in  January,  called  The  Brandethian  Week- 
ly Journal — to  treat  of  news,  domestic  economy — meaning  buying  the 
editor's  quack  medicines,  of  course — and  all  other  things  in  general. 
The  scheme  is  a  grand  one.  The  imposition  is  excellently  devised.  No- 
thing is  too  absurd  or  too  monstrous  for  this  intellectual  age. 


To  Subscribers. — The  following  gentlemen  are  authorized  to  receive  money 
due  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Subscribers  who  are  indebted, 
are  requested  to  forward  the  amount  due,  either  to  the  publisher  or  to  one  of  these 
agents  : — Mess.  Duren  &  Thatcher,  Banoor,  Me.;  Luke  Howe,  Esq.  P.  M.  Jaf- 
frey,  N.  H.;  Israel  Hinckley,  Esq.  P.  M.  Topsham,  Vt. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Balch,  jr. 
Providence,  R.  I. ;  Charles  Hooker,  M.D.  New  Haven,  Ct.  ;  T.  O.  H.  Croswel, 
Esq.  P.  M.  Catskill,  N.  Y.;  S.  Freeman,  Esq.  P.M.  Williamstown,  N.  Y. ;  Dr. 
James  S.  Skinner,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  W.  A.  Gillespie,  M.D.  Ellisville,  Louisa  Co. 
Va.  :  Mr.  L.  Dwelle,  Augusta,  Ga.;  S.  Mayfield,  M.D.Franklin,  Tenn. ;  J.  R. 
Bowers.  Esq.  P.  M.  York,"Washtenaw  Co.  Mich. ;  Mess.  Hedge  &  Lyman,  Mon- 
treal, L.  C. ;  Mr.  Joseph  Tardif,  Quebec,  L.  C. 

Those  who  receive  the  Journal  through  the  agency  of  booksellers  whose  names 
are  not  given  above,  will  of  course  pay  them. — Subscribers  at  a  distance,  who  can- 


372 


Medical  Advertisements. 


not  procure  current  $  3,00  bills,  will  be  allowed  a  discount  when  larger  ones  are 
sent  as  advance  payment. 

O^r3  There  are  more  than  a  hundred  names  on  the  Medical  Journal  list  of  sub- 
scribers, which  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  erasing'  on  account  of  the.  non-pay- 
ment of  subscriptions.  This  method  has  been  repeatedly  adopted,  as  experience 
has  taught  us  that  many  of  such  delinquents  are  so  from  choice,  and  that  the  sooner 
we  stop  sending  them  the  Journal,  the  smaller  will  be  our  loss.  This  is  parti- 
cularly true  with  reference  to  distant  States,  in  some  of  which,  a  pretty  extensive 
circulation  of  the  Journal  has  resulted  in  an  actual  loss  to  the  publi  sher.  Sub- 
scribers at  a  distance  will  always  be  accommodated,  in  any  reasonable  manner, 
in  the  mode  and  time  of  making  remittances;  but  as  a  collector  cann  )t  be  sent  to 
them,  some  effort  on  their  part,  with  regard  to  payment,  is  indispens  tble  to  their 
reception  of  the  Journal.  There  are  also  many  accounts  of  long  standing  nearer 
home,  which  might  be  settled  with  little  or  no  inconvenience.  Toths  majority  of 
our  subscribers,  howover,  these  remarks  have  no  reference.  Their  pu  ictuality  has 
sustained  the  Journal  thus  far,  and  that  alone  can  ensure  the  continu  ince  of  the 
only  periodical  in  New  England  devoted  to  medical  intelligence  and  instruction. 


Died,— In  Troy,  N.  Y.  Moses  Hale,  M.D.  56.— In  Cumberlan  ,  R.  I.  i  r.  C.  Lamb. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  January  7,  25.    Males,  11— females,  14. 

Liver  complaint,  I— consumption,  4— bursting  bloodvessel,  2— infantile,  4 — typhus  fever,  3 — ab- 
scess, 1— accidental,  1 — child  bed,  1  —  lung  fever,  2 — scald,  1 — old  age,  1 — influenza,  2—  inflam- 
mation of  womb,  1 — decline.  1— stillborn,  1. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms: 

The  pupils  wil  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lecijrcs  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day 

On  Midwifery,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry      by     Dr.  Channing, 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica  "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery     -      -  '•  -       -      -      -      -      -    "     Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy  Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
jibr  iry.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  ire  gli)0— to  be  paid  in  advance.  No  credit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street, opposite  theTremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNUMG, 

JOHN  WARE, 
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TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

H.  A.  DEWAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  lor  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  he  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No, 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf — Oct.  19 
Boston,  Qcl.  7,  1836. 
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ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
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CHRONIC  FLUXES  OF  THE  BOWELS. 

The  last  number  of  the  American  Journal  contains  a  valuable  article  by 
Dr.  N.  Chapman  on  this  affection  of  the  bowels.  The  various  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  are  referred  to,  and  its  causes  enumerated.  Among 
the  latter  are  mentioned  malaria,  irritation  of  the  primae  vise  from  im- 
proper aliments  and  drinks,  and  a  loo  frequent  purging  with  drastic  arti- 
cles, particularly  mercury.  The  exanthemata  are  also  an  occasional 
cause  of  the  disease.  The  various  kinds  of  flux  thus  produced,  to- 
gether with  the  treatment,  are  dwelt  upon  in  detail.  The  author  lastly 
treats  of  the  regimen,  exercise,  &c,  suitable  in  such  cases,  and  these 
remarks  we  quote  entire. 

"  As  to  diet,  it  is  usual  to  select  those  articles  supposed  from  their 
astringency  to  bind  the  bowels,  which  I  think  is  a  mistaken  notion,  de- 
rived from  the  false  doctrine  that  the  discharge  constituting  the  disease 
— the  great  purpose  in  the  cure  is  to  restrain  it.  The  indication,  on  the 
contrary,  is  to  soothe  irritation  by  the  blandest  nutriment,  thus  making  it 
harmonize  with  the  other  parts  of  the  treatment.  It  is  customary,  as 
having  this  property,  and  by  which  they  are  so  well  adapted,  to  com- 
mence with  the  mucilaginous  or  farinaceous  matters — that  of  gum  arabic, 
the  slippery  elm  or  the  benne,  and  tapioca,  sago,  sallop,  arrow  root,  rice, 
flour,  &c.  Gruel  and  thin  broths,  though  usually  proscribed,  from  an 
apprehension  of  their  running  through  the  bowels,  I  have  found,  on  the 
same  principle  of  allaying  irritation,  very  appropriate.  We  direct  them 
in  cholera  morbus,  and  why  not  in  the  present  case  ?  Milk,  on  some 
occasions  where  the  stomach  is  not  sour,  answers  very  well — and  per- 
haps no  article  more  uniformly  agrees  with  the  patient  than  buttermilk. 

"  Milk  may  be  given  alone,  or  thickened  with  some  of  the  farinaceous 
matters  mentioned  above,  the  best  of  which  is  wheat  flour,  thus  prepared 
— enclose  in  several  folds  of  linen  half  a  pound  or  more  of  it,  dra.wn 
tight  into  a  ball,  and  then  boil  it  for  several  hours  in  a  pot  of  water. 
On  cooling  it  becomes  hard,  and  must  be  grated  into  a  powder. 

*  Digestible  solids,  as  mutton,  fowl,  or  gatne,  oysters,  raw  or  slightly 
roasted,  may  subsequently,  on  the  abatement  of  irritation,  be  allowed — 
and  I  have  seen  benefit  from  an  occasional  indulgence  in  a  small  portion 
of  ham  or  salt  fish  under  similar  circumstances. 

"  Crackers  or  stale  leaven  bread  are  only  proper.  Fruit  I  have  some- 
times known  to  be  appropriate,  particularly  peaches.  The  dew  or  black- 
berry has  a  large  share  of  popular  confidence  in  this  respect,  to  which  it 
24 
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is  not  more  entitled  than  strawberries.  These,  and  I  may  add  oranges, 
habitually  and  almost  exclusively  used,  have  cured  the  disease.  Men- 
tioning on  a  former  occasion  some  cases  to  this  purport  as  regards  the  lat- 
ter, the  physician-general  of  the  British  forces  in  Canada,  who  happen- 
ed to  be  present,  informed  me  that  his  wife,  having  suffered  from  diar- 
rhoea for  a  long  period,  during  which  she  had  visited  Europe  and  received 
there  the  best  medical  advice  without  avail,  was  finally  cured  by  living 
entirely  on  oranges,  to  which  she  was  prompted  by  an  irresistible  instinc- 
tive desire.  Yet  generally  fruits  disagree,  or  prove  as  injurious  as  the 
common  vegetables.  The  best  drink  at  first  is  rice  or  barley-water,  or 
some  similar  article,  and  brandy  and  water  or  port  wine  in  the  advanced 
atonic  stages.  Neither  much  food  nor  drink  should  be  permitted  at  a 
time,  it  being  very  apt  at  once  to  run  through  the  bowels  ;  nor  the  latter 
be  very  cold,  for  the  same  reason. 

"Many  of  the  cases  of  diarrhoea,  and  especially  of  long  standing, 
may  be  considered  as  materially  dependent  on  dyspepsia,  and  hence  all 
the  dietetic  rules  in  relation  to  that  affection  are  to  be  observed,  together 
with  a  recurrence  to  the  ordinary  remedies  for  its  removal. 

"  No  one  questions  the  necessity  of  preserving  an  equable  tempera- 
ture on  the  surface  in  the  intestinal  affections,  and  among  the  best  means 
of  securing  it  is  a  flannel  roller,  while  at  the  same  time  by  its  compres- 
sion, further  and  more  decided  effects  are  attained.  Equally  important 
is  it  carefully  to  protect  the  feet — these,  when  cold,  hardly  ever  failing 
to  revive  or  exasperate  the  affection. 

"Exercise  has  been  greatly  insisted  on  as  a  curative  measure:  but 
whether  it  operates  for  good  or  evil,  will  depend  on  its  being  properly 
timed.  During  the  continuance  of  any  activity  of  phlogosis  it  must 
be  avoided — absolute  rest,  even  in  the  recumbent  posture,  having  the 
most  beneficial  influence  under  such  circumstances.  It  is  indeed,  in 
many  instances,  the  sine  qua  non,  or  without  which  everything  else 
will  prove  nugatory — while,  in  an  opposite  or  atonic  condition,  taken  in 
any  mode  it  is  eminently  serviceable,  though  more  so  on  horseback,  and 
particularly  if  it  be  extended  to  a  long  journey.  More  than  one  of  our 
watering  places,  the  White  Sulphur  and  Warm  Springs  of  Virginia  es- 
pecially, are  deemed  very  efficacious,  and  hence  may  be  worthy  of  trial. 

"Even,  however,  if  all  these  expedients  fail,  we  are  not  to  abandon 
the  patient.  As  a  last  resort,  a  sea  voyage  to  some  temperate  climate 
should  be  recommended.  This  is  a  very  important  measure,  and  will 
sometimes  succeed  when  all  others  have  proved  unavailing. 

"  It  is  matter  of  great  moment  to  remove  these  fluxes.  Exhausting 
as  they  may  be  in  their  immediate  effects,  they  are  connected  with  patho- 
logical conditions,  which  become  aggravated  by  delay,  leading  too  often 
to  the  saddest  catastrophe.  Looking  at  some  of  the  results  only,  '  the 
bowels,'  says  a  late  writer  rather  quaintly,  '  being  unfaithful  to  the  stom- 
ach, and,  instead  of  playing  fair,  let  go  their  hold  of  the  pabulum  vitce 
before  the  lacteals  have  properly  performed  the  process  which  that 
grand  organ  has  prepared  for  them,  nutrition  must  be  deficient,  and  the 
consequences  of  inanition  ultimately  take  place.  Nor,'  continues  he, 
*  does  the  mischief  stop  here.    Locke  tells  us  that  people  with  relaxed 
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bowels  have  seldom  strong  thoughts  or  strong  bodies.  To  a  certain  ex- 
tent this  may  be  true,  and  it  is  one  of  the  numerous  instances  illustra- 
tive of  the  ultimate  dependence  of  our  moral  on  our  physical  condition.' " 


"  CRUDEN,"  AUSCULTATION,  &c. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — To  the  metropolitan  writer  who  conceals  his  real  name  under  that 
of  Cruden  (Vide  page  271  of  this  vol.),  and  asks  you  "  to  tell  us  if  Dr. 
Allen's  auscultation  is  not  a  little  out  of  joint,"  I  wish  to  reply  by  asking 
him  to  tell  us  where  Dr.  A.  has  represented  "  a  distinct  respiratory  mur- 
mur and  pectoriloquism  in  the  apex  of  the  left  lung."  It  is  probable 
he  relies  on  the  following  sentence  to  sustain  the  affirmative  of  his  in- 
terrogative. "  A  hectic  lady,  whom  I  examined  in  1834,  gave  no  dis- 
tinct respiratory  murmur  at  the  apex  of  the  left  lung  till  after  a  parox- 
ysm of  coughing,  when  pectoriloquism  was  very  clear  and  distinct." 
Now  the  fair  and  natural  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this  sentence  is, 
that  there  was  no  "  distinct  respiratory  murmur"  either  before  or  after 
the  paroxysm  of  coughing  ;  and  for  the  plain  reason,  that  it  is  expressly 
stated  there  was  none  before,  and  it  is  evident  there  could  not  have  been 
any  afterwards,  because  it  says  "pectoriloquism  was  very  clear  and  dis- 
tinct." This  latter  clause  in  the  sentence  is  tantamount  to  saying  plain- 
ly there  was  no  distinct  respiratory  murmur  afterwards,  because  this 
would  have  been  incompatible  with  pectoriloquism. 

2.  Again,  Cruden  asks,  "  are  there  any  bronchial  glands  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  right  lung?"  Why  not,  Mr.  Cruden?  It  will  be  ob- 
served the  language  has  a  direct  reference  to  "  the  upper  portion  of  the, 
right  lung."  It  is  not  confined  to  the  trachea?  or  bronchia?,  but  to  the 
lung — which  means  an  assemblage  of  all  the  parts  requisite  to  constitute 
a  lung  or  organ  not  only  fitted  to  prepare  the  blood  for  its  proper  use  in 
the  animal  economy,  and  to  secrete  or  disengage  the  pulmonary  transpi- 
ration, but  possessing  in  its  organization  all  the  systems  or  structures  for 
its  formation,  renovation,  and  preservation.  It  is  considered  that  acompo-* 
nent  or  essential  part  of  the  lungs  is  the  absorbents- — that  these  are  every 
where  dispersed,  not  only  on  the  surface,  but  to  the  minute  and  interior 
part  of  the  lungs — that  they  accompany  the  bronchial  tubes  and  pene- 
trate into  the  bronchial  glands  which  are  situated  where  those  numerous 
air  vessels  divide.  The  lymphatic  tissue  is  probably  the  most  frequent 
seat  of  morbid  change  of  structure  in  the  lungs.  "  There  are,"  says 
Andral,  "  few  parts  of  the  body  where  tubercular  matter  is  more  fre-i 
quently  deposited  than  in  the  lymphatic  ganglions."  Melanotic  and  cal- 
careous matters  are  also  frequently  deposited  in  this  structure.  May  i( 
not  be  on  account  of  the  great  tendency  which  this  portion  of  the  lym-. 
phatic  system  has  to  become  the  seat  of  tubercular  accretion,  that  the 
lungs  so  frequently  become  thus  affected  ?  (Vide  Richerand's  Physiolo-* 
gy  ;  also,  Andral's  Pathological  Anatomy.)  The  lymphatic  system  em- 
bracing the  glands  or  ganglions,  these  are  represented  as  being  scattered 
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in  every  portion  of  the  lungs,  but  more  numerously  and  visibly  near  the 
root  of  each  bins;.  Hence  this  important  respiratory  organ  would  fail  in 
an  essential  point  of  being  lung,  without  bronchial  or  lymphatic  "lands,  or 
ganglions.  It  might  indeed  possess  most  of  the  physical  characteristics 
of  the  organ,  but  must  fail  in  its  functional  operations.  Therefore,  Cru- 
den's  question  amounts  to  this,  "  If  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  right 
lung  there  be  any  lung?"  Sage  question,  indeed,  for  a  metropolitan 
critic. 

3.  Further,  says  he,  "  Dr.  Allen's  cases,  though  interesting  and  valu- 
able, do  not,  I  think,  exhibit  a  specimen  of  that  most  rare  disease,  dif- 
fuse gangrene  of  the  lungs."  This  is  a  rare  discovery.  And  how  did 
Cruden  learn  it?  Certainly  not  from  my  cases  of  gangrene  of  the  lungs, 
because  they  were  not  all  then  published.  His  interrogatives  bear  date 
Boston,  Nov.  15th,  and  my  cases  were  not  all  published  till  the  16th. 
Surely,  it  must  be  a  wise  critic  who  can  proceed  in  advance  of  the 
criticised  writer. 

But  to  be  more  serious,  suppose  my  cases  did  not  "  exhibit  a  speci- 
men of  that  most  rare  disease,  diffuse  gangrene  of  the  lungs" — what 
then?  I  never  intimated  that  they  did,  but  published  that  they  did  not. 
This  objection  is,  therefore,  as  appropriate  as  if  he  had  said.  "  they  (the 
cases)  are  interesting  and  valuable,  but  do  not,  1  think,  exhibit  a  speci- 
men of  a  fracture  of  the  leg." 

4.  Inquires  C,  "  Is  not  £  a  hollow  sound  '  the  natural  sound  to  be 
elicited  by  percussion  of  the  healthy  thorax  ?" 

The  indications  derived  from  percussion  are  very  simple.  They  con- 
sist merely  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  density  of  the  part  upon  which 
the  operation  is  performed.  It  is  by  comparison  that  any  knowledge  of 
use  can  be  obtained  from  this  source.  For  instance,  the  resonance  on 
percussion  is  dull  in  proportion  to  the  density  of  the  part  ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  is  clear,  loud  or  distinct,  in  proportion  as  the  density  diminishes, 
all  circumstances  being  equal.  This  variation  of  resonance  is  made 
much  more  perceptible  by  the  use  of  the  pleximiter.  When  there  is  a 
solidification  of  a  lung  or  part  of  a  lung  to  considerable  extent,  or  there 
is  much  effusion  into  the  thoracic  cavity,  as  in  cases  of  empyema  or 
hydro-thorax,  the  resonance  will  be  dull  and  indistinct  ;  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, when  there  is  gaseous  effusion  either  into  the  parenchyma  of  the 
lungs  or  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  as  in  cases  of  emphysema  of  the 
lungs  or  pneumo-thorax,  the  sound  elicited  on  percussion  will  be  louder 
and  clearer  than  that  produced  by  the  same  measure  applied  to  a 
healthy  thorax.  The  same  is  also  true  in  cases  of  large  pulmonary  ex- 
cavations, or  when  one  lung  has  been  destroyed  by  ulceration  or  gan- 
grene, and  there  is  no  mechanical  obstruction  to  interrupt  the  transmis- 
sion of  sound.  Hence,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  corollary,  that  the 
natural  sound  to  be  elicited  "  on  percussion  of  a  healthy  thorax  "  is  not 
clearly  a  hollow  sound.  The  sound  elicited  is  certainly  less  clear  and 
sonorous  than  that  given  from  the  same  degree  of  percussion  applied  in 
pneumo-thorax.  "  When  the  gaseous  effusion  is  very  considerable,  the 
diseased  side  yields  a  more  distinct  sound  than  the  sound  one."  (Vide 
Laennec.) 
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A  hollow  sound  and  an  empty  sound,  in  my  apprehension,  denote 
much  the  same  tiling.  The  natural  sound  of  a  healthy  thorax  made  by 
percussion  may  he  compared  with  that  given  when  an  empty  cask  is 
struck.  In  fact,  Avenbrugger  some  time  since,  as  we  are  informed  by 
Corvisart,  made  this  comparison  ;  and  he  considered  it  an  extravagant 
comparison — obviously,  because  the  resonance  on  percussion  of  a  heahhy 
thorax  was  not  so  clear  or  loud  as  that  given  by  an  empty  or  hollow  cask. 
It  in  some  degree  approached  it,  and  it  cannot  be  otherwise.  If  the 
natural  sound  made  by  percussion  on  the  healthy  thorax  denote  a  hol- 
low or  empty  space  within,  the  resonance  elicited  by  this  process  in  cases 
of  pneumothorax  must  denote  a  space  within  the  thoracic  cavity  more 
than  hollow  or  empty.  This  would  be  an  absurdity  which  it  is  believed 
Cruden  would  be  unwilling  to  admit. 

5.  "  What  is  a  puerile  crepitus?"  If  no  greater  defect  can  be  found 
in  my  late  essay  than  the  use  of  the  word  crepitus  in  lieu  of  rale  or 
rho?tchus,  according  to  the  technology  of  the  schools,  I  am  heartily  glad  ; 
the  essay  is  less  imperfect  than  I  expected. 

And  now,  Mr.  Editor,  1  owe  an  apoiogy  for  the  space  I  have  occupied 
in  this  communication.  Had  it  only  concerned  myself,  I  certainly  should 
have  remained  silent.  How  far  1  may  have  succeeded  in  giving  satisfac- 
tory answers  to  your  correspondent's  inquiries,  I  leave  the  candid  and 
experienced  to  determine.  If  I  have  failed  in  tins  particular,  I  have 
succeeded  in  accomplishing  a  far  greater  and  more  important  object,  that 
is,  in  bringing  the  generally  neglected  subject  of  auscultation  before  the 
medical  public.  It  may  invite  more  attention  to  the  subject,  and  draw 
forth  some  more  able  and  experienced  pen.  As  for  myself,  I  lay  no 
great  claim  to  accurate  and  nice  skill  in  the  exploration  of  thoracic  dis- 
eases by  auscultation.  And  yet,  what  little  knowledge  I  possess  on  this 
subject,  I  regard  of  more  value  than  a  large  fortune,  because  by  it  I  am 
enabled  to  treat  this  class  of  diseases  with  more  success  and  confidence  ; 
and  in  numerous  instances  to  give  prognoses  with  the  utmost  certainty, 
when  without  the  evidence  derived  by  this  additional  source  of  informa- 
tion all  would  have  remained  in  doubt  and  conjecture. 

Middlebury,  Vt.  Dec.  \bth,  1836.  J.  A.  Allen. 


HERMAPHRODISM,  OR  MONSTROSITY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Hoston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Sept.  14th,  1836,  Mrs.  H.  after  a  natural  labor  of  six  hours,  wras  deliv- 
ered of  a  full-grown  and  perfect  child,  with  the  following  exceptions. 
On  an  attempt  to  secure  the  umbilical  cord,  an  unnatural  appearance  of 
the  whole  region,  from  a  short  distance  above  the  proper  place  of  the 
umbilicus  superiorly,  to  the  pubic  and  inguinal  region  inferiorly  and  lat- 
terally,  as  far  as  the  anterior  superior  spinous  processes  of  the  ilium,  pre- 
sented itself.  The  contained  region,  previous  to  the  child's  breathing, 
appeared  somewhat  elevated,  and  very  much  resembled  a  mass  of  co- 
agulated blood,  through  which  the  umbilicus  appeared  to  pass.    But  up- 
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on  a  closer  examination,  and  an  attempt  to  remove  the  extraneous  sub- 
stance as  I  then  considered  it,  from  the  obscure  light,  I  found  it  to  be  the 
anterior  walls  of  the  abdomen,  consisting  of  a  thin  elastic  texture  very 
much  resembling  mucous  membrane,  which  immediately  on  the  child'* 
breathing  and  crying  protruded  to  the  distance  of  an  inch  or  more,  and 
seemed  to  contain  the  whole  contents  of  the  abdomen,  or  abdominal  vis- 
cera, forming  a  circular  tumor  of  six  or  eight  inches  in  circumference. 
From  the  superior  third  of  this  tumor,  the  umbilical  cord  originated,  of 
less  than  common  size,  and  seemed  rather  to  come  through  and  from  the 
viscera  of  the  abdomen,  than  from  the  membrane  forming  the  walls  of 
the  tumor.  The  integuments  surrounding  this  tumor  appeared  natural, 
but  on  the  tumor  there  could  not  be  found  a  fibre  of  muscle  or  tendon. 

On  elevating  the  inferior  edge  of  this  tumor,  the  scrotum  was  found 
perfect  and  in  natural  position.  At  the  junction  of  the  tumor  and  the 
true  skin,  and  directly  beneath  the  symphysis  pubis,  there  was  a  fissure 
or  foramen,  of  sufficient  size  to  admit  a  pipe  stem,  which  appeared  to 
extend  some  depth,  but  no  penis  or  urethra  could  be  found.  I  made  the 
application  of  a  swathe  besmeared  with  lard,  and  succeeded  in  reducing 
the  tumor  almost  to  its  original  size,  and  left  the  child  alive  and  com- 
fortable, but  did  not  expect  it  could  live  long. 

About  four  weeks  after,  1  was  consulted  by  the  parents  as  to  the  proba- 
ble result  or  length  of  time  the  child  could  live.  It  had  grown  well  and 
enjoyed  good  health,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  paroxysm  of 
distress  resembling  colic.  It  had  urinated,  and  had  stools  regularly.  The 
urine  was  discharged  at  the  foramen  before  named.  The  comparative 
size  of  tumor  had  rather  increased,  as  they  had  been  unable  to  retain  it 
in  the  position  I  first  left  it.  Some  portion  of  its  surface  appeared  in- 
flamed and  ulcerated.  No  indications  of  the  formation  of  a  true  skin 
or  muscular  fibres.  Mrs.  H.  is  about  26  years  of  age,  the  mother  of  two 
perfect  children.  Since  the  birth  of  the  second,  which  is  about  two 
years,  she  has  had  an  umbilical  hernia,  which  during  her  last  pregnancy 
has  been  of  much  inconvenience. 

I  was  yesterday  in  the  neighborhood  of  said  child,  but  had  not  time  to 
visit  it ;  learned  that  it  was  alive,  but  very  feeble,  and  parents  thought  it 
could  not  live  long.  1  hope  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  post-mortem  ex- 
amination, should  it  not  survive.  Yours, 

Lanesborough,  Dec.  24,  1836.  J.  W.  Palmer,  M.D. 


MEMOIR  OF  JOHN  APTHORP  BULFINCH,  M.D. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

John  A.  Bulfinch  was  born  in  Boston,  March  26,  1806.  He  re- 
ceived the  first  rudiments  of  classical  education  in  the  public  Latin  school, 
until  May,  1818,  when  he  accompanied  his  family  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, where  his  father  had  received  the  appointment  of  architect  of  the 
Capitol  of  the  United  States.  He  here  pursued  his  studies  under  an  able 
teacher  until  1821,  when  he  entered  Columbia  College  in  the  city  of 
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Washington.  After  finishing  his  college  course  with  reputation,  he  com- 
menced his  professional  studies  in  the  medical  school  of  the  same  college, 
and  under  the  particular  direction  and  instruction  of  Dr.  Thomas  Sewall, 
the  distinguished  Professor  of  Anatomy,  and  after  three  years  of  devot- 
ed attention  obtained  the  degree  of  M.D.  Soon  after  this,  he  visited 
his  relations  and  friends  in  Boston,  with  the  intention  of  remaining  there  ; 
but  finding  the  field  too  much  occupied  by  older  and  well-established 
physicians,  to  afford  much  prospect  of  immediate  practice,  he  returned 
in  a  few  months  to  Washington.  He  passed  a  year  in  Virginia,  in  charge 
of  the  instruction  of  the  children  of  a  respectable  family,  and  in  occa- 
sional practice  ;  and  another  year,  at  the  head  of  a  large  academy,  at 
Warrenton.  Ga.,  near  Augusta,  at  which  place  his  brother,  Rev/S.  G. 
Bulfinch,  was  settled  as  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  Church.  Thus  with 
the  usual  alternations  of  hope  and  disappointment,  which  so  commonly 
attend  the  young  practitioner,  without  abandoning  his  profession,  he 
availed  himself  of  temporary  occupations  till  a  favorable  opening  for  pro- 
fessional practice  should  be  presented.  At  the  close  of  his  engagement 
at  Warrenton,  he  declined  renewing  it  for  another  term,  though  solicit- 
ed to  do  so  by  the  trustees  ;  but,  urged  by  his  fondness  for  his  profes- 
sion, removed  to  Augusta,  and  became  connected  with  Dr.  Alexander 
Cunningham,  an  eminent  physician  in  full  practice.  While  in  Augusta, 
the  situation  which  he  accepted  and  continued  to  hold  for  the  short  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  presented  itself,  at  Hebron,  a  small  town  situated 
seventy  miles  from  Augusta,  and  twelve  from  Milledgeville,  the  capital 
of  the  State  of  Georgia.  To  this  place  he  removed  in  1834,  and  found 
himself  among  intelligent  and  friendly  people,  with  a  sphere  of  useful- 
ness opening  upon  him.  From  an  interesting  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bulfinch,  we  have  been  permitted  to  make  the  following  extracts. 

"  My  brother  had  mentioned  in  one  of  his  letters  that  he  had  been 
unwell  ;  but  spoke  of  it  so  slightly,  that  I  considered  it  an  attack  that 
had  passed  over.  He  fell  a  victim  to  his  professional  fidelity.  The 
sickness  of  which  he  wrote  me,  had  confined  him  to  the  house  about 
three  days,  and  was  undoubtedly  brought  on  by  over  exertion.  He  re- 
covered— but  only  to  renew  his  exertions.  He  was  looking  forward  to 
some  relaxation,  and  preparing  for  a  promised  visit  to  Augusta,  when  he 
was  seized  with  the  sickness  which  cut  him  down  in  the  prime  of  his 
opening  usefulness.  On  the  day  when  he  showed  symptoms  of  a  return 
of  his  sickness,  he  went  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  to  visit  a  patient, 
and  could  hardly  be  persuaded  to  go  back.  A  physician  was  sent  for, 
who  came  and  passed  the  next  night  with  him.  He  says  that  when  he 
first  saw  him,  he  made  those  convulsive  motions  with  his  arms,  which  are 
the  indications  of  the  most  fatal  kind  of  typhus  fever.  A  degree 
of  delirium,  or  rather,  a  dreamy  forget  fulness,  continued  to  the  last. 
His  last  struggle  was  easy.  He  could  of  course  give  no  indications  of 
a  religious  character,  beyond  those  afforded  by  an  exemplary  life  of 
energetic,  self-sacrificing  usefulness,  always  sustained  by  professed  chris- 
tian principles.  He  was  buried  on  Sunday,  and  a  very  large  number 
attended.  His  host  undertook  the  arrangements,  which  were  highly 
respectable.  He  was  buried  near  the  Baptist  meeting  house,  about  half 
a  mile  from  his  place  of  residence. 
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"  I  found  that  my  brother  had  been  engaged  in  practice  far  beyond 
mv  expectation.  He  was  conscientiously  attentive  to  all,  remaining  with 
the  sick  sometimes  through  the  night;  and  never  sparing  himself  when 
it  was  possible  to  relieve  a  fellow  being.  To  use  the  words  of  a  neigh- 
bor, '  lie  always  seemed  more  attentive  to  a  person  that  could  not  pay, 
than  to  one  that  could.'  His  success  in  the  cases  he  had,  was  great. 
The  most  entire  confidence  was  reposed  in  him  by  all  around,  and  the 
deepest  feelings  of  respect  and  affection  that  could  exist  towards  one, 
almost  a  stranger,  exhibited  by  all  with  whom  I  have  spoken  of  him. 
He  had  been  solicited  to  remove  to  Saundersville  and  to  Milledgeville, 
but  lie  felt  under  obligations  to  the  kind  people  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  wisely,  as  far  as  he  could  foresee,  determined  to  remain  among  them, 
or  at  least  against  any  immediate  change." 

John  A.  Bulfinch  was  one  of  those  who  have  not  their  reward  on 
earth.  This  was  to  him  a  scene  of  trial  and  discipline  for  heaven  ;  but 
I  thank  God  that  he  was  permitted  to  live  thus  long,  to  give  convincing 
proofs  of  his  talents  and  energy.  I  forego,  then,  with  something  like 
resignation,  the  course  of  extensive  usefulness,  reputation  and  earthly 
happiness,  which  he  appeared  to  have  entered  upon,  for  he  has  a  better 
inheritance  on  high. 


DIERVILLA  CANADENSIS. 

To  the  JZlitor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — A  plant  in  this  vicinity  is  held  in  high  repute  as  a  specific  for  the 
erythematic  inflammation  of  the  Rhus  toxicodendron,  Rhus  radicans,  he. 
An  infusion  of  the  bruised  leaves  and  twigs  is  applied.  Jt  is  said  to  be 
an  old  Indian  remedy.  I  understand  it  is  used,  also,  in  calculous  affec- 
tions. It  is  called,  in  popular  language,  Bush  honeysuckle;  Diervilla 
Canadensis  of  Eaton,  and  is  thus  described.  Peduncles  axillary  and  ter- 
minal, dichotomous,  B  flowered  :  leaves  ovate,  serrate,  accu ruinate  ;  two 
to  three  feet  high.  Perhaps  Professor  Tully,  Dr.  Hooker,  or  some  one 
of  your  numerous  correspondents,  can  give  us  some  further  information 
respecting  its  medical  properties.  I  believe  it  has  properties  worthy  of 
investigation.  Yours,  &lc. 

Great  Barrington^  Ms.  Jan.  2,  1837.  N.  B.  Pickett. 


TRACHEOTOMY— POISONING  BY  SULPHURIC  ACID. 

[From  the  mass  of  interesting  matter  contained  in  the  foreign  journals 
lately  received,  we  copy  the  following  report  of  proceedings  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Westminster  Medical  Society,  on  the  J 5th  of  October  last.] 
Mr.  Quain  related  the  following  case.  A  child,  set.  two  and  a  half 
years,  was  brought  to  the  North  London  Hospital,  having  swallowed 
some  sulphuric  acid,  the  exact  strength  of  which  could  not  be  ascertain- 
ed.   He  found  extreme  difficulty  of  breathing,  threatening  suffocation. 
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He  immediately  commenced  tracheotomy,  but  whilst  performing  it  the 
child  ceased  to  breathe  ;  the  lips  became  livid  ;  in  fact,  it  was  in  articulo 
mortis.  He,  however,  proceeded  with  the  operation  ;  very  slight  haemor- 
rhage occurred,  but  he  had  to  tie  one  vein.  A  tube  was  introduced,  and 
air  directed  into  the  lungs  froth  the  mouth  of  the  surgeon,  no  other  ap- 
paratus being  at  hand.  In  half  a  minute  the  large  arteries  began  to  beat, 
the  face  brightened,  and  the  artificial  respiration  being  kept  up  for  some 
time,  two  other  persons  assisting,  the  child  revived,  and  lived  for  three 
days,  but  then  died  from  bronchitis,  the  inflammation  having  spread 
downwards  from  the  glottis.  On  examination,  the  depth  of  the  inci- 
sion to  the  trachea  was  found  very  great,  from  the  quantity  of  fat  cover- 
ing the  lower  part  of  the  neck  ;  the  veins  were  pretty  numerous.  On 
opening  the  trachea  from  behind,  puriform  fluid  was  found  effused  into 
it.  The  orifice  of  the  glottis  was  very  small,  and  there  was  great  thick- 
ening about  the  epiglottis.  None  of  the  acid  had  reached  the  oesopha- 
gus. Did  the  Members  think  that  the  efficacy  of  air  directed  into  the 
lungs  would  be  increased,  if  its  temperature  were  slightly  raised  ?  He 
did  not  think  the  child  had  suffered  from  the  absence  of  apparatus. 

Dr.  Johnson  thought,  that  if  apparatus  were  ready  it  would  be  better, 
but  on  emergencies  breath  from  the  luniks  should  be  immediately  employ- 
ed. Regarding  poisoning,  it  was  remarkable  what  a  protecting  sensibili- 
ty parts  possessed  for  rejecting  acrid  substances.  In  this  case  none  of 
the  poison  had  gone  into  the  oesophagus,  and  he  believed  none  into  the 
trachea.  Tracheotomy  was  not  fully  appreciated.  A  gentleman  whom 
he  attended  twenty-four  years  ago,  Mr.  Price,  of  Portsea,  though  in  ar- 
ticulo mortis,  from  intense  laringitis,  recovered  by  tracheotomy,  and  still 
lives,  breathing  through  a  tube,  but  he  has  not  spoken  since.  He  re- 
moves the  tube  occasionally  to  clean  it,  sometimes  keeping  it  out  for  two 
or  three  hours,  the  orifice  retaining  its  character  until  the  tube  is  return- 
ed. He  suffers  little  inconvenience  from  the  foreign  body,  all  the  parts 
seeming  to  have  got  perfectly  used  to  it.  Regarding  poisoning  by  sul- 
phuric acid,  a  curious  case  was  related  in  the  "  Transactions  of  the  Lon- 
don Medical  Society,"  in  which  two  ounces,  in  its  concentrated  state, 
were  swallowed.  After  some  severe  symptoms  the  patient  rallied,  and 
apparently  recovered  ;  but  a  few  days  afterwards,  during  a  severe  fit  of 
coughing,  he  brought  up  a  quantity  of  the  acid  in  its  pure  state,  which 
produced  a  fatal  inflammation  about  the  trachea,  the  acid  having  been  a 
fortnight  in  the  stomach.  After  death,  it  was  ascertained  that  this  acid 
had  been  surrounded  by  a  cyst  formed  by  secretions  from  the  stomach, 
which  burst  during  the  coughing. 

Mr.  Ure  said  that  some  experiments  which  he  had  lately  performed 
seemed  to  corroborate  this  case.  Sulphuric,  nitric,  and  other  acids  being 
dropped  into  albumen,  a  cyst  formed  around  the  globules  of  acid,  and 
kept  them  pure  for  a  long  period. 

Mr.  Costello  had  seen  three  patients  who  lived  by  the  same  means  as 
Mr.  Price.  In  one,  a  very  delicate  woman,  tracheotomy  relieved  a  grad- 
ual extinction  of  the  voice,  supposed  to  arise  from  a  gradual  decrease  of 
size  in  the  natural  passage  for  the  air.    While  using  the  tube,  unsuccess- 
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ful  attempts  were  made  to  enlarge  the  natural  opening.  The  operation 
was  performed  three  years  since.  Her  voice  is  particularly  unpleasant 
to  hear  ;  she  cannot  articulate  without  one  finger  heing  placed  on  the  end 
of  the  tube,  but  he  had  seen  a  patient  who  could  speak  without  this 
manoeuvre,  owing,  perhaps,  to  more  air  passing  through  the  trachea  than 
in  the  other  case. 

Mr.  Quain  had  seen  a  man  in  Paris,  who  had  cut  his  throat,  who 
breathed  for  two  years  through  a  tube.  The  glottis  was  obstructed  by  a 
septum,  and  nothing  would  pass  into  the  trachea  from  the  mouth.  After 
a  time  he  required  a  longer  instrument,  a  small  tubercle  having  been 
caused  by  the  irritation  of  the  tube  on  the  anterior  of  the  trachea.  He 
thought  that  in  such  cases  as  he  had  first  related,  the  tube  should  be  re- 
moved in  a  few  hours,  for  when  inflammation  existed  at  the  upper  part 
of  the  trachea,  a  foreign  body  might  cause  the  inflammation  to  descend. 
In  his  case  the  child  was  without  the  tube  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours 
of  its  life.  Regarding  the  speaking,  he  had  noticed  that  his  little  patient 
bad  exceeding  difficulty  of  breathing  when  it  spoke,  which  probably 
arose  from  a  greater  effort  of  the  breath  to  pass  through  the  natural  pas- 
sage, being  enough  to  produce  speech,  for  on  taking  out  the  tube  in  these 
attacks,  it  was  found  clogged  up,  and  impervious. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson  said,  that  the  temperature  of  the  resuscitating 
air  was  of  no  importance,  its  effect  on  the  lungs  not  being  chemical,  but 
mechanical.  He  had  never  seen  any  disadvantage  from  breath  being 
employed.  Regarding  tracheotomy,  it  might  be  asked  whether  it  would 
not  be  useful  in  some  cases  in  which  suffocation  was  not  threatened — 
such,  for  instance,  as  in  laryngeal  phthisis,  where  ulceration  had  proceed- 
ed to  a  great  extent,  in  which  hectic  was  brought  on,  and  the  patient 
was  sinking,  though  his  lungs  might  be  apparently  sound.  The  mis- 
chief, in  such  cases,  probably  arose  chiefly  from  irritation  caused  by  the 
air  passing  over  the  ulcerated  surfaces.  Tracheotomy  performed  low 
down  might  remove  this  irritation,  and  perhaps  save  the  patient. 

Dr.  Johnson  had  frequently  thrown  out  this  suggestion  in  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Review.  He  considered,  that  if  disease  was  ascertained  to 
be  confined  to  the  larynx,  many  lives  would  be  saved  by  tracheotomy,  if 
the  tube  were  allowed  to  remain  in,  and  the  ulcerations  in  the  larynx 
were  allowed  to  heal  by  quiescence,  assisted  by  counter-irritation.  Even 
if  there  was  a  doubt  respecting  the  soundness  of  the  lungs,  the  patient 
should  have  the  benefit  of  it  ;  or  even  if  there  were  some  signs  of  dis- 
ease in  them,  the  chance  should  be  given.  The  operation  produced 
little  pain,  and  without  it  the  patient  would  die  from  the  other  disease. 

Mr.  H.  Thompson  considered  there  might  be  such  cases,  but  would 
private  patients  submit  to  such  an  operation  ?  If  they  did,  their  friends 
would  say  that  the  operation  had  killed  them.  He  had  generally  found 
in  such  cases  that  the  lungs  were  diseased. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Thompson  said,  that  many  people  would  act  so,  but  if  the 
case  was  plainly  stated,  more  would  consent. 

Dr.  Johnson  thought  the  plan  should  be  tried  in  the  hospitals,  and  if 
successful  there,  it  would  soon  find  its  way  into  private  practice. 
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LOUIS  ON   PHTHISIS,   TRANSLATED    BY    C.    COWAN— BOWDITCH'S 

EDITION. 

In  a  translation  of  records  of  facts,  and  of  conclusions  derived  from  them, 
an  exact  representation  of  the  original  is  an  obvious  duty.  We  can  tol- 
erate idiomatic  expressions,  violations  of  the  rules  of  grammar,  and  inele- 
gancies  of  language,  but  there  is  no  excuse  for  omissions  and  mistransla- 
tions. They  are  the  consequences  of  carelessness  and  ignorance  ;  faults 
which  we  should  not  have  anticipated  in  one  who  had  resided  "nearly 
four  years  "  in  Paris,  and  was  so  deeply  impressed  with  "  the  value  of 
M.  Louis's  works  and  method  "  as  to  present  the  English  reader  with  a 
translation  of  the  volume  on  Phthisis  "  as  a  simple  consequence  of  his 
sincerity. " 

It  is  but  justice  to  Dr.  Bovvditch,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this 
"  revised  and  altered  "  edition  of  Dr.  Cowan's  translation,  to  give  some 
proof  that  it  deserves  its  title.  The  omissions  and  errors  of  Dr.  Cowan 
are,  however,  so  numerous,  though  he  professes  that  he  has  "  neither 
altered  nor  abridged  the  original,*'  that  we  shall  make  a  selection  only. 
We  have  noted  the  following  among  many  passages  omitted  :  a  note  to 
the  16th  paragraph  ;  the  last  sentence  of  the  279th  paragraph;  the  phe- 
nomena observed  on  Feb.  13th  in  the  fourth  observation  ;  the  second 
sentence  of  the  306th,  and  the  last  but  one  of  the  369th  paragraphs  ;  a 
large  portion  of  the  description  of  the  state  of  the  thorax  in  the  twenty- 
ninth  observation  ;  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  thirty-fifth  and  thirty- 
sixth  observations  ;  the  last  sentence  of  the  432d,  and  much  of  the  434th 
and  457th  paragraphs.  A  disposition  to  "abridge  the  original"  has 
often  caused  Dr.  Cowan  to  misrepresent  his  author.  This  is  obvious  from 
his  omissions  in  the  thirty-sixth  observation,  in  which  the  description  of 
the  symptoms  from  the  17th  to  the  24th  of  November,  is  supplied  by  the 
assertion  "  no  change  in  symptoms,"  though  they  were  different  from 
those  previous  ;  and  a  part  of  those  of  the  night  of  the  26th  are  omitted 
for  the  shorter  expression,  "  without  other  symptoms."  In  the  post-mor- 
tem account  of  the  same  observation  we  find  it  stated,  "  heart  and  aorta 
healthy  ;"  though  the  author  informs  us  that  the  parietes  of  the  former 
"  were  a  little  thicker  than  usual." 

Some  of  the  passages  omitted  are  such  as  to  excite  strong  suspicions 
that  Dr.  Cowan  did  not  know  how  to  translate  them.  The  110th  and 
111th  paragraphs  will  afford  a  singular  proof  to  those  who  will  compare 
them  with  the  original.  In  two  instances,  the  only  ones  in  which  the 
word  "  acajou,"  "  mahogany  color,"  occurs,  Dr.  C.  does  not  notice  it. 
The  omission  of  one  or  more  words  so  as  to  alter  the  sense  or  give  an 
imperfect  statement  of  facts,  is  very  common.  The  references  to  observa- 
tions and  paragraphs  are  frequently  omitted. 

We  have  noted  the  following  among  many  erroneous  translations  :  in  m 
the  first  observation,  "  pectoriloquy  and  metallic  tinkling  during  the 
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cough  ;  the  inspiration  and  expiration  heard  in  lower  part  of  right  side," 
instead  of  "  pectoriloquy  and  metallic  tinkling  during  the  cough,  on  in- 
spiralion  and  expiration,  heard  under  the  right  clavicle  in  the  176th 
paragraph,  "  this-appears  probable,"  instead  of  does  not  appear  5"  in  the 
beginning  of  the  275th  paragraph,  "  under  one  or  both  clavicles,"  for 
"  under  one  of  the  clavicles."  The  French  iipinie,"  equivalent  to  the 
English  quart,  we  find  translated  pint  in  every  instance  hut  one,  and  then 
incorrectly,  sixteen  ounces.  "  JLaits  de  poule  "  Dr.  Cowan  calls  "  cJiicken 
broth  ;"  the  editor  translates  them,  "  yolks  of  egg  with  water. "  We  have 
11  decolor  ee"  u  decoloration"  translated  "discolored"  and  ''■discolora- 
tion," instead  of  "  pale  "  and  u  paleness."  There  is  a  want  of  uniformity 
in  the  translation  of  the  same  words  ;  thus  we  have  "  pelotonees  "  called 
nummulated,  granulated,  isolated  ;  and  u  mamelonne,"  mamillated  and 
granulated.  One  word  is  substituted  for  another,  as  inferior  for  superior, 
four  for  two,  percussion  for  auscultation,  &.c,  frequently  making  an  impor- 
tant misrepresentation  of  the  original. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  Dr.  Cowan's  translation  needed  re- 
vision and  alteration.  The  editor  has  faithfully  performed  his  task.  All 
the  omissions  are  supplied,  and  the  various  errors  corrected.  We  have 
also  observed  many  improvements  in  grammar,  in  the  spelling  and  selec- 
tion of  words;  so  that  we  have  now  not  only  an  exact,  but  a  more  elegant 
translation.  The  introduction  and  additions  of  Dr.  Cowan  are  retained, 
and  will  be  found  to  contain  much  useful  and  interesting  matter.  An 
analysis  of  the  work  is  contained  in  the  report  read  before  the  Academy 
of  Medicine,  a  translation  of  which  is  introduced  into  the  present  edition. 

We  would,  in  conclusion,  express  our  thanks  to  Dr.  Bowditch  lor  the 
praiseworthy  anxiety  he  has  shown  to  introduce  to  the  profession  accu- 
rate translations  of  the  valuable  writings  of  M.  Louis,  and  trust  he  will 
be  encouraged  to  favor  us  with  the  remainder  of  them. 


PHYSICIANS  IN  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  MISSIONARY  SERVICE. 

The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  have  act- 
ed very  wisely  in  taking  into  its  service  physicians  and  surgeons,  who  are 
usually  received  with  marks  of  distinction,  as  benefactors,  in  those  be- 
nighted regions  where  moral  darkness  can  never  be  dispelled,  till  the 
mild  influences  of  Christianity  are  introduced  by  unobtrusive  means.  The 
physician  rarely  fails  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  wildest  savage. 

At  South  Africa,  Newton  Adams,  M.D.,  is  stationed.  In  the  interior, 
among  the  Zoolahs,  Alexander  E.  Wiison,  M.D.  At  the  last  accounts 
he  was  at  Kuruman.  At  Oormiah,  Persia,  Asahel  Grant,  M.D.,  of 
whom  we  have  occasionally  made  mention.  He  is  doing  a  vast  profes- 
sional business.  In  that  city  the  principal  Persian  nobility  reside.  At 
Batticotta,  Ceylon,  Nathan  Ward,  M.D.  ;  and  at  Chavagagherry,  John 
Scudder,  M.D.,  an  uncommonly  successful  operator.  At  Bankok,  the 
capital  city  of  Siarn,  Daniel  B.  Bradley,  M.D.  The  population  is  esti- 
mated at  half  a  million.  Among  this  immense  multitude,  Dr.  Bradley 
has  been  furnished  with  patients  so  numerously,  that  he  seems  not  to 
have  been  able  to  prescribe  for  a  tenth  part  of  the  applicants  for  advice. 
The  Prah  Klang,  or  prime  minister,  expressed  his  confidence  in  the  doc- 
tor, by  repeated  acts  of  kindness.  In  China,  the  Board  have  placed 
Peter  Parker,  M.D.,  whose  operations,  for  boldness  and  success,  have 
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rarely  been  equalled  by  any  American  oculist.  Oceanica  has  one  phy- 
sician stationed  at  Singapore — Stephen  Tracy,  M.D.  This  gentleman 
sailed  from  Boston  in  July  last.  At  Oahu,  one  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
Garrell  P.  Judd,  M.D.  ;  and  Dwight  Baldwin,  M.D,  at  the  Island  of 
Kauai,  or  its  neighborhood.  Dr.  Cliapin,  now  a  resident  and  practitioner 
of  this  city,  was  formerly  in  the  service  of  the  Board,  at  Honolulu. 

Among  the  Indian  tribes,  the  Missionary  Society  have  from  time  to 
time  sent  practitioners,  but  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  at  the 
present,  how  they  are  prized  by  the  distant  red  men  of  the  West.  With 
the  Arkansas  Cherokees,  at  the  Fairfield  Station,  is  Dr.  Marcus  Palmer; 
Dr.  Roderic  L.  Dodge  is  with  the  Creek  nation  ;  and  with  the  Pawnees, 
is  Dr.  Benedict  Satterlee.  This  gentleman  belongs  to  the  State  of  New 
York.  Mrs.  Satterlee,  who  accompanied  her  husband,  died  on  the  30th 
of  April  last,  on  the  western  frontier  of  Missouri.  Dr.  Pvlarcus  Whit- 
man's assigned  field  of  labor  is  with  the  Indians  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  He  has  travelled  extensively.  About  the  20th  of  May,  he 
was  near  the  great  Platte  river.  He  will  doubtless  publish  a  valuable 
scientific  paper  on  the  Flat  Head  and  Nez  Perces  Indians,  at  some  fu- 
ture day. 

Dr.  John  Steele,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  wife,  sailed  from  Boston,  on 
the  20th  of  Nov.  last,  for  Southern  India.  Thomas  La  fore,  from  Mis- 
souri, with  his  wife,  sailed  for  the  Sandwich  Islands  ;  and  also  Dr.  Seth 
L.  Andrews,  and  wife,  of  Pittsfield,  N.  Y.  We  hope  for  frequent  com- 
munications from  Dr.  Andrews,  for  publication,  whenever  he  finds  him- 
self sufficiently  established. 

Owing  to  the  unfavorable  representations  of  some  of  the  Creek  chiefs 
to  the  Indian  agent,  Dr.  R.  L.  Dodge  has  been  recalled,  but  not  in  con- 
sequence of  any  alleged  misconduct. 


Dr.  Harlan,  of  Lahore. — In  copying  into  our  medical  miscellany,  some 
weeks  since,  from  a  newspaper,  the  account  of  the  dismissal  of  this  gen- 
tleman from  the  service  ol  his  highness,  Rungeet  Syng,  Rajah  of  Lahore, 
it  did  not  occur  to  us  that  we  were  doing  violence  to  the  feelings  of  any 
one.  Through  the  Philadelphia  Gazette,  we  have  been  furnished  witb 
an  interesting  paragraph,  in  relation  to  the  defamed  gentleman,  from 
which  we  infer  that  the  story  was  the  outpouring  of  some  envious  busy- 
body. 

"  The  Dr.  Harlan  here  alluded  to,  is  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  younger 
brother  of  Dr.  R.  Harlan,  where  his  near  relatives  reside  who  were  in 
constant  correspondence  with  him,  during  a  residence  in  India  of  many 
years  ;  and  are  in  possession  of  documents  which  authorise  a  contradic- 
tion of  the  statement  relative  to  dismissal.  The  above-mentioned  Dr.  H. 
left  Philadelphia  for  Calcutta  some  years  previous  to  the  Burmese  war, 
during  which  he  served  as  surgeon  in  the  honorable  East  India  Com- 
pany's service,  resigned  his  commission  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  after 
considerable  travelling  in  upper  India,  entered  the  service  of  his  royal 
highness,  Rungeet  Syng,  as  physician  and  surgeon — which  station  he  re- 
signed several  years  since,  and  has  subsequently  served  two  years  as 
Governor  of  Guzerath,  one  of  the  Eastern  provinces  of  Lahore  ;  he  also 
successfully  fulfilled  the  highly  important  mission  of  Ambassador  to  Cabul 
and  Persia  during  the  war  of  Rungeet  with  these  powers.  He  has  also 
been  repeatedly  honored  with  the  highest  civil  appointments — one  of 
which  was  subsequently  to  the  date  of  his  pretended  dismissal." 
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West  Point  Academy. — The  following  are  extracts  from  the  report  of 
the  Visiting  Committee,  on  the  subject  of  diet,  health,  hospital  accom- 
modations, &c,  at  this  celebrated  military  institution. 

The  fare  of  all  the  cadets  is  precisely  alike.  They  eat  at  a.  common 
table.  The  furniture  of  their  rooms  and  their  conveniences  are  the  same. 
In  the  barracks  they  sleep  on  the  floor,  and  on  the  ground  when  in  camp. 
They  go  through  guard  duty  in  succession  ;  and,  in  fine,  such  are  the 
regulations  and  discipline,  that  the  combination  of  military  duties  with 
their  scientific  studies  is  well  calculated,  not  only  to  make  them  indus- 
trious and  laborious,  but  to  inure  them  to  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life. 

This  branch  of  the  inquiry  involved  an  examination  into  the  situation 
of  the  public  buildings,  and  their  fitness  for  the  purposes  intended.  The 
accommodation  for -the  cadets,  in  respect  to  room,  is  by  no  means  ade- 
quate to  their  comfort.  In  rooms  of  about  twelve  feet  square,  three  and 
four,  and  sometimes  a  greater  number  of  cadets,  are  compelled  to  reside. 
These  rooms  are  badly  constructed.  In  winter  time,  some  of  them  are 
very  cold,  not  having  sufficient  protection  from  the  wind  ;  and  in  summer, 
some  are  uncomfortably  warm,  from  an  absence  of  ventilation.  The 
buildings  which  the  cadets  occupy,  are,  in  fact,  in  no  respect  different 
from  the  ordinary  barracks  of  the  army,  except  that  they  are  more  un- 
comfortable and  built  of  more  substantial  materials.  The  judicious  ex- 
penditure of  a  small  sum  upon  this  subject,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  be  very  desirable. 

The  want  of  accommodations  for  the  professors  and  their  assistants  is 
still  more  manifest.  The  crowded  state  of  their  laboratory  and  philo- 
sophical rooms  adds  much  to  the  labor  of  the  instructers,  and  consumes 
much  of  their  time.  Besides  this,  is  the  hazard  to  which  much  valuable 
property  is  necessarily  exposed.  The  philosophical  apparatus  and  the 
library,  which  are  very  valuable,  are  now  in  the  same  building  with  the 
chemical  laboratory,  and,  consequently,  very  much  exposed  to  danger 
from  fires. 

The  committee  have  visited  the  hospital,  barracks,  and  other  buildings 
designed  for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  cadets  at  West  Point,  and 
beg  leave  to  state  the  following  facts  :  The  hospital  contains  eight  rooms 
for  the  accommodatian  of  the  sick  ;  the  whole  of  which,  they  are  happy 
to  state,  have  never  been  tenanted  ;  a  strong  evidence  of  the  healthy 
situation  of  the  establishment,  particularly  when  accompanied  by  the 
report  of  the  surgeon,  who  states  that  his  sick  report  does  not  exceed  an 
average  of  five,  and  a  majority  of  these  ephemeral  cases  of  slight  head- 
ache, or  something  of  that  character.  On  the  subject  of  the  barracks, 
your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  facts.  The  rooms 
of  the  south  building  are  entirely  too  small,  and  the  openings  have  been 
without  regard  to  the  prevailing  winds  of  winter  ;  and  hence  the  rooms 
are  cold  and  comfortless  during  the  inclement  season.  Your  committee 
would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  making  the  rooms  spoken  of  single. 
The  rooms  in  the  north  building  are  larger  and  better  adapted  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  designed.  Your  committee,  however,  dis- 
approve of  the  course  pursued  in  the  practice  of  putting  four  and  even 
five  young  gentlemen  into  one  room — a  practice  at  once  unfavorable  to 
morals  and  industry,  and  which  nothing  but  necessity  can  excuse.  The 
commons  or  boarding  we  found  highly  to  be  commended. 


Removal  of  Tumor  of  the  Mouth,  with  Maxillary  Bones. — Mr.  Liston,  of 
the  North  London  Hospital,  performed  an  operation  in  October  last,  which 
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is  represented  as  one  of  the  most  splendid  triumphs  which  operative  sur- 
gery has  ever  achieved.  It  was  for  the  removal  of  an  enormous  fibrinous 
tumor  of  the  mouth.  The  patient  was  a  female,  aged  20.  The  tumor 
was  perceived  eight  years  since,  projecting  from  the  gum  of  the  superior 
maxillary  bone.  Three  years  and  a  half  since,  it  had  attained  the  size 
of  a  lien's  egg,  but  had  not  yet  been  painful.  A  lancet  could  not  be 
passed  into  it,  on  account  of  its  hardness.  It  was  partially  removed  at 
the  Hereford  Infirmary  with  a  portion  of  the  alveolar  processes,  by  means 
of  a  saw  and  forceps.  She  was  discharged  from  the  infirmary  in  eight 
months,  with  the  wound  nearly  healed,  but  it  again  grew  rapidly.  Two 
years  since  she  was  admitted  into  Guy's  Hospital,  and  remained  fifteen 
weeks.  The  surface  was  ulcerated,  with  some  hemorrhage.  There  was 
no  attempt  at  removal. 

Sept.  27,  when  she  was  admitted  into  the  North  London  Hospital,  the 
tumor  occupied  a  great  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  mouth,  and  projected 
forward  from  beneath  the  upper  lip,  which  was  completely  hidden  by  it. 
The  nose  was  carried  upward  and  to  the  right  side,  so  that  the  nostrils 
were  closed.  One  part  was  ulcerated  on  the  surface,  the  other  parts  red  ; 
the  former  measuring  six  and  a  half  inches  in  one  direction,  and  four  and 
a  half  in  the  opposite.  From  the  left  angle  of  the  mouth  to  a  line  let 
fall  perpendicularly  from  the  ear,  was  five  inches.  On  the  right  side, 
within  the  mouth,  the  teeth  could  only  be  seen  when  the  tumor  was  drawn 
down  by  a  spatula.  On  the  left,  the  two  last  molar  teeth  were  all  that 
could  be  seen  when  thus  drawn  down.  None  of  the  front  teeth  could  be 
seen.  A  spatula  could  be  passed  between  the  tumor  and  the  hard  palate 
on  the  right  side,  but  not  on  the  left.  Mr.  Liston  considered  the  tumor 
not  malignant,  and  anticipated  a  successful  operation. 

In  order  to  remove  the  tumor,  after  the  necessary  incisions,  the  zygo- 
matic arch  and  the  malar  bone,  near  its  articulation  with  the  sphenoid 
and  frontal,  were  divided  with  the  cutting  forceps.  The  nasal  process  of 
the  superior  maxillary  bone  was  next  divided,  and  also  the  alveolar  border 
of  the  right  superior  maxillary  bone,  together  with  the  corresponding 
portion  of  the  hard  palate.  Then,  after  dividing  the  adhesions  of  the  mas- 
seter,  and  the  reflection  of  the  membrane  of  the  mouth  on  the  upper  lip, 
the  diseased  mass  was  lifted  away.  No  vessel  required  ligature.  The 
operation  occupied  about  seven  minutes  and  a  third.  The  soft  palate  was 
found  entire.  Dossils  of  lint,  moistened  with  water,  were  placed  in  the 
cavity  of  the  mouth,  and  also  applied  over  the  face.  In  a  fortnight  after 
the  operation,  she  was  walking  about,  and  the  face  was  assuming  quite  a 
natural  appearance. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  total  number  of  deaths  in  New  Bedford,  in 
1836,  was  230—78  adults  and  152  children.  The  population  is  11,000. — 
In  the  city  of  Salem,  Mass.,  deaths  214. — In  the  town  of  Chelsea,  near 
Boston,  there  were  only  32  deaths.  We  suppose  those  occurring  at  the 
Marine  Hospital  were  not  included  in  this  return,  which  evidences  the 
purity  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city. 

Died, — In  Pomfret,  Ct.,  Dr.  Joseph  Waldo,  aged  GO. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  January  14,  32.    Wales,  13— females,  19. 

Old  age,  6— dropsy  on  the  brain,  5— pleurisy  fever,  2- consumption,  5— scald,  1— enlargement  of  ■ 
the  heart,  1— lung  fever,  2— inflammation  of  the  chest,  1— smallpox,  1— debility,  1— infantile,  2— 
measles,  1— suicide,  1— sudden,  1— stillborn,  1. 
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ON  NARCOTICS. 

FROH   LECTURES   O.N   MATERIA   ME  DIG  A,   BY   G.  G.   SIGMOXD,   M.D.,  LONDON. 

These  medicines  are  distinguished  from  all  others  by  the  specific  action 
which  they  exercise  upon  the  cerebro-spinal  system,  but  more  especially 
upon  the  brain,  to  which,  quickly  after  they  are  taken  into  any  part  of 
the  system,  they  are  conveyed  by  the  bloodvessels.  They  closely 
assimilate  in  their  general  action,  according  to  the  nature  of  each  indi- 
vidual substance  and  the  quantity  which  may  be  applied,  though  con- 
siderable differences  occur  in  their  individual  capacity.  Although  in 
their  greatest  state  of  intensity,  the  result  of  their  action  is  so  instan- 
taneous that  the  progress  is  scarcely  to  be  watched,  in  their  general 
operation  we  observe  three  stages  consecutive  to  each  other;  first,  an 
acceleration  of  arterial  blood  to  the  brain  ;  secondly,  a  venous  retarda- 
tion there  ;  thirdly,  an  engorgement  of  the  circulatory  system  in  that 
organ  ;  the  first  stage  being  marked  by  the  increased  energy  of  the  func- 
tions, corporeal  and  intellectual ;  the  second  stage  exhibiting  their  dis- 
ordered state  ;  and  the  last  stage  their  temporary  suspension. 

A  familiar  illustration  of  these  three  consequences  may  be  observed 
in  the  state  of  intoxication  from  a  diffusible  stimulus,  alcohol,  which  is 
classed,  from  its  ultimate  effects,  under  the  narcotics.  During  the  arte- 
rial acceleration  produced  by  alcohol  in  its  various  forms,  there  is  an  ele- 
vation of  the  faculties  and  the  corporeal  powers  ;  this  is  differently  ex- 
hibited, and  is  much  dependent  upon  the  source  from  which  the  spirit 
is  obtained,  and  the  state  in  which  it  is  combined.  But  the  ordinary  re- 
sults are — a  glow  of  heat,  an  increase  of  the  capillary  circulation,  the 
cutaneous  perspiration  more  abundant,  the  respiration  performed  with 
ease  ;  the  pulse  is,  consequently,  increased  in  strength  and  frequency, 
the  animal  heat  is  elevated,  the  eyes  become  more  than  usually  expres- 
sive, the  countenance  is  lively  ;  as  the  stimulus  is  increased,  so  are  the 
phenomena  of  excitement;  the  circulation  acquires  a  febrile  rythm,  the 
functions  are  exercised  with  an  inordinate  energy,  the  mind  keeps  pate 
with  the  body  ;  mirth,  and  joy,  and  gaiety,  are  awakened,  the  wit  is 
lively,  and  the  intellect  improved  ;  but  to  this  succeed  a  general  languor 
and  sluggishness,  nausea,  sickness,  vomiting,  an  obscurity  or  haziness  of 
vision,  incoherence  of  speech,  unwonted  muscular  motion,  muscular  de- 
bility, and  incapability  of  exercising  volition  ;  the  vision  becomes  double; 
vertigo,  internal  anxiety,  and  depression  of  spirits  ;  in  the  third  stage,  a 
peculiar  state  between  stupor  and  sleep,  which  has  been  called  somno- 
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lence,  occurs.  This  is  the  train  of  phenomena  which  mark  the  diffusi- 
ble action,  and  the  depressing  re-action,  of  narcotics.  Great  is  the  rapidi- 
ty with  which  many  of  these  agents  are  taken  into  the  system  ;  an  ex- 
ample of  this  occurs  in  aether :  when  a  small  quantity  is  given,  in  a  few 
minutes  it  finds  its  way  into  the  circulation  ;  it  acts  upon  the  nervous 
system  almost  immediately,  and  as  a  proof  of  the  quickness  with  which 
it  enters  into  the  circulatory  system,  it  is  almost  instantaneously  given 
forth  by  the  expiration  from  the  lungs,  and  the  whole  room  is  pervaded 
by  its  characteristic  odor. 

In  the  action  of  narcotic  agents,  you  must  remember  that  such  sub- 
stances pass  not  only  from  the  stomach  and  intestines  with  an  inconceiv- 
able rapidity,  but  that  the  lining  membrane  of  the  lungs  and  that  of  the 
skin,  when  the  epidermis  is  removed,  possess  the  power  of  imbibition  in 
a  very  high  degree.  When  directly  introduced  into  the  blood,  as  in  in- 
jection into  the  veins,  they  act  most,  rapidly.  The  doctrine  that  it  is 
by  the  lymphatics  that  they  are  absorbed  into  the  system,  and  carried  to 
the  thoracic  duct,  has  been  overthrown  by  Magendie;  and  he  has  satis- 
factorily shown  that  the  bloodvessels,  both  arterial  and  venous,  dead  or 
living,  great  or  small,  possess  the  peculiar  power  of  imbibition,  which 
likewise  takes  place  upon  every  tissue  and  upon  every  surface;  that  a 
strongly  poisonous  fluid  kills,  no  matter  whether  it  be  placed  in  the 
mouth,  on  the  mucous  or  serous  surfaces,  or  on  the  denuded  skin,  and 
that  the  rapidity  of  the  imbibition  depends  upon  the  quickness  of  circu- 
lation, and  also  upon  the  fulness  or  emptiness  of  the  bloodvessels,  up- 
on which  circumstances  the  acceleration  or  retardation  of  a  narcotic  sub- 
stance depends;  the  rapidity  of  imbibition  almost  surpasses  belief. 

Magendie  relates  the  case  of  a  cure,  who  was  poisoned  almost  im- 
mediately by  the  introduction  of  a  morsel  of  strychnine  into  a  seton. 
An  instance  of  the  rapidity  with  which  alcohol  is  carried  by  the  blood- 
vessels to  the  brain  occurred  in  the  Westminster  Hospital.  A  man  was 
taken  in  dead,  who  had  just  drank  a  quart  of  gin  for  a  wager.  The  evi- 
dence of  death  being  quite  conclusive,  he  was  immediately  examined  ; 
and  within  the  lateral  ventricles  of  the  brain  was  found  a  considerable 
quantity  of  a  limpid  fluid,  distinctly  impregnated  with  gin,  both  to  the 
sense  of  smell  and  taste,  and  even  to  the  test  of  inflammability. 

JNarcotics  have  been  distributed  into  sedatives,  or  substances  which 
have  the  power  of  diminishing  action,  either  local  or  general  ;  into  ano- 
dynes, which  alleviate  the  pain  and  sufferings  of  organs,  or  of  the  various 
tissues  of  the  body  ;  and  lastly,  into  soporifics,  or  those  which  produce 
sleep.  The  first  diminish  sensibility,  the  second  communicate  ease  to 
the  nervous  system,  and  the  third  give  repose  to  the  organs  of  the  body. 

From  the  action  they  exercise  over  the  cerebro-spinal  system,  it  fol- 
lows that  narcotics  influence  very  considerably  all  the  functions  of  organs, 
and  new  and  inordinate  actions,  or  derangements  of  digestion,  of  nutri- 
tion, and  of  secretion,  follow.  Thus  they  impede  the  digestive  organs, 
and  prevent  the  sensation  of  hunger;  hence  the  use  of  opium  by  those 
who  are  incapable  of  purchasing  sufficient  food.  Sometimes  they  ob- 
struct chymification  going  forward  ;  if  taken  during  a  meal  the  aliment 
is  sometimes  rejecled,  without  having  undergone  the  usual  change. 
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Some  of  them  produce  constipation,  and  the  large  intestines  become 
sluggish,  and  incapable  of  obeying  the  usual  stimulus  ;  they  lose  their 
habitual  power  of  contraction,  and  the  largest  doses  of  active  medicines 
which  should  stimulate  them  to  expel  their  contents  are  unavailing. 
Dryness  of  the  mouth,  the  throat,  thirst,  which  seems  to  depend  upon 
the  loss  of  power  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the  muscular  tissue  is  de- 
prived of  its  general  sensibility,  the  cutaneous  perspiration  is  impeded, 
and  the  intellectual  powers  become  impaired. 

Of  all  the  different  classes  of  medicine  we  possess,  we  may  fairly  con- 
sider the  narcotics,  skilfully,  judiciously,  and  watchfully  administered,  the 
most  important;  and  here  let  me  quote  the  words  of  the  greatest  physi- 
cian this  country  ever  saw,  Sydenham.  Speaking  of  the  use  of  lauda- 
num in  dysentery,  he  says,  "  And  here  I  cannot  help  mentioning,  with 
gratitude,  the  goodness  of  the  Supreme  Being,  who  has  supplied  man- 
kind with  opiates  for  their  relief,  no  other  remedy  being  equally  power- 
ful to  overcome  a  great  number  of  diseases,  or  to  eradicate  them  effect- 
ually. This  medicine,"  he  continues,  "  is  so  necessary  an  instrument  in 
the  hands  of  a  skilful  person,  that  the  art  of  physic  would  be  defective 
and  imperfect  without  it  ;  and  whoever  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its 
virtues,  and  the  manner  of  using  it,  will  perform  greater  things  than 
might  be  reasonably  expected  from  any  single  medicine."  May  1  be 
excused,  whilst  thus  quoting  that  first  of  practical  men,  if  I  impress  up- 
on your  minds,  if  you  would  excel  in  your  profession,  to  read  and  study 
deeply  the  works  of  Thomas  Sydenham  ?  They  are  few  in  number, 
but  they  are  an  invaluable  treasure  to  the  human  race. 

Other  medical  men  have  expressed  very  similar  opinions  as  to  the 
value  of  opium.  Sylvius  prized  it  so  highly  as  to  have  declared,  that 
without  this  drug  he  would  abandon  the  science  of  medicine,  as  holding 
forth  expectations  that  could  never  be  realized.  Fortunately  we  have 
not  only  auxiliaries  to  opium,  but  substitutes  for  it,  nay,  even  in  some 
instances,  agents  that  are  to  be  preferred  to  it.  Hyoscyamus,  in  affec- 
tions of  the  brain,  is  preferable  to  opium  ;  belladonna  is  more  efficacious 
as  a  local  application  in  painful  affections;  and  conium  has  a  peculiar 
influence  upon  the  nervous  system,  by  which  pain  in  some  of  the  most 
sensitive  parts  is  more  immediately  lulled,  as  in  diseases  of  the  prostate 
gland,  and  in  cancerous  affections.  Digitalis,  or  foxglove,  is  endowed 
with  a  power  of  controlling  the  inordinate  action  of  the  heart  and  arte- 
ries, and  thus  alleviating  some  maladies  attended  with  peculiar  distress, 
and  that  disordered  sensation  to  which,  medically,  the  term  "anxiety" 
has  been  most  appropriately  given.  I  have  some  general  remarks  to 
make  upon  the  administration  of  the  remedies,  first,  as  to  their  power  of 
inducing;  sleep,  and  then  as  to  their  alleviation  of  pain. 

Sleep  has  been  aptly  defined  the  repose  of  the  organs  of  sense  and 
motion,  whilst  the  functions  of  the  body  are  still  carried  on.  I  know 
no  finer  description  of  its  inestimable  value  to  man  than  what  our  great 
dramatic  poet  has  so  beautifully  given: — 

"  Sleep,  that  knits  up  theravelled  sleeve  of  care, 
The  death  of  each  day's  life,  sore  labor's  bath, 
Balm  of  hurt  minds,  great  nature's  second  course, 
Chief  nourisher  in  life's  feast." 
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From  the  connection  between  the  mental  and  corporeal  functions,  the 
tranquillity  and  quiet  given  to  the  body  by  the  absolute  suspension  of  the 
action  of  the  voluntary  muscles  during  sleep,  conduces  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  intellect,  and  the  healthy  state  of  the  system  ;  and  sleepless- 
ness, or  vigilance,  as  it  has  been  termed,  is  one  of  the  most  distressing  disor- 
ders that  can  afflict  us.  Not  only  does  it  precede,  accompany  and  aggra- 
vate many  diseases,  but  it  likewise  is  their  cause  ;  the  nervous  system  is 
overpowered,  a  train  of  frightful  maladies  is  induced,  and  sometimes  the 
seat  of  reason  has  been  shaken. 

Tissot,  in  his  work  on  the  "  Diseases  of  Literary  Characters,"  says, 
that  the  aptitude  of  the  brain,  to  restore  by  sleep  the  impaired  energies 
of  the  functions  of  the  body,  may  be  lost  altogether. 

Want  of  sleep  is  of  course  a  very  frequent  concomitant  of  disease,  is 
a  most  distressing,  weakening,  and  dangerous  symptom  in  a  great  num- 
ber of  disorders.  The  causes  of  morbid  irritation  which  produce  and 
support  this  dreadful  malady  are  many  and  complicated,  and  frequently 
demand  our  utmost  attention.  There  are  instances  on  record  of  sleep- 
lessness the  most  frightful.  Bartholinus  has  spoken  of  a  case  in  which 
hemicrania  kept  a  person  awake  for  three  months  ;  it  was  attended 
with  a  melancholy,  or  hypochondriacal  state,  which  lasted  fourteen 
months.  Gooch  gives  a  singular  case  of  an  individual  who  had  never 
known  what  pure  sleep  was,  even  for  half  an  hour,  yet  he  lived  to  be 
73  years  of  age,  and  enjoyed  a  very  good  state  of  health.  He  fell  one 
day  into  a  kind  of  dozing,  which  lasted  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  but 
even  that  was  not  sound,  though  it  was  all  the  slumber  he  was  ever 
known  to  have  had.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  narrations  of 
a  most  singular  kind,  of  individuals  sleeping  for  weeks,  months,  nay, 
even  for  nearly  four  years,  with  very  little  interruption.  The  most 
singular  case  of  this  kind  is  to  be  found  in  the  24th  vol.  of  the  Philoso- 
phical Transactions,  and  it  is  related  by  a  physician,  Dr.  Oliver,  upon 
whose  sagacity  the  utmost  reliance  could  be  placed,  and  as  there  was 
every  opportunity  of  closely  examining  the  circumstances  he  relates, 
there  can  be  very  little  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  particulars  he  there 
states  : — 

Samuel  Chilton,  a  laborer,  aged  about  25,  residing  at  Timsbury,  near 
Bath,  was  accustomed  to  fall  into  a  sleep,  from  which  no  one  could  rouse 
him  till  after  a  month's  time  ;  on  one  occasion  he  fell  asleep  about  the 
9th  of  April  ;  after  some  days  he,  remaining  in  that  state,  was  seen  by 
Mr.  Gibs,  of  Bath,  who  was  sent  for  ;  he  bled  him,  blistered,  cupped, 
and  scarified  him,  and  used  all  sorts  of  external  irritating  applications, 
without  producing  the  slightest  effect  upon  him  ;  he  appears,  however, 
to  have  ate,  and  to  have  had  some  evacuation,  though  no  one  saw  him 
do  either.  This  was  during  the  first  ten  weeks;  after  that  period  he  re- 
mained in  the  same  state  for  seven  weeks,  during  which  he  made  water 
once,  and  had  one  evacuation. 

The  duration  of  sleep  should  be,  in  manhood,  about  the  fourth  or 
the  sixth  of  the  twenty-four  hours;  children,  the  younger  they  are,  the 
more  sleep  they  require ;  in  advanced  age  there  is  more  watchfulness. 
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Excess  and  defect  of  sleep  are  equally  pernicious  to  the  system,  and  in- 
jurious to  the  organs. 

Obstinate  sleeplessness  is  a  malady  that  preys  upon  the  system,  dis- 
ordering every  function  ;  during  the  darkness,  the  silence,  and  the  soli- 
tude of  night,  all  the  causes  of  conflicting  passion,  of  anxiety,  and  of 
corroding  feeling,  rise  up  with  redoubled  energy,  and  haunt  the  broken 
spirit.  The  heart  beats  with  terrific  violence,  there  is  a  gnawing  about 
the  praecordia,  an  unnatura  1  glow  of  heat  succeeded  by  a  damp  chilliness, 
involuntary  sighing  ;  a  sensation  of  dread  and  horror  creeps  over  the 
system  ;  light  is  most  anxiously  prayed  for,  but  when  it  dawns  it  brings 
with  it  no  relief.  For  this  sad  state,  and  often  do  we  meet  with  it,  the 
soothing  attention  of  the  medical  man  can  do  much,  and  though  per- 
haps "the  drowsy  syrups  of  the  East"  may  not  medicine  to  the  mind 
diseased,  still  there  are  numerous  dietetic  and  moral  means  which  relieve 
this  state.  Great  attention  to  the  diet,  to  the  cutaneous  perspiration, 
to  frequent  ablution,  to  hot  and  cold  bathing,  will  aid  the  effect  of  hyos- 
cyamus,  of  camphor,  and  of  aether,  amongst  the  narcotics  ;  besides  these, 
there  are  remedies  taken  from  the  three  classes  of  the  diffusible  stimuli  ; 
there  are,  likewise,  many  plants  of  which  infusions,  taken  at  bed-time, 
are  productive  of  much  good,  that  have  no  place  in  our  pharmacopoeias  ; 
amongst  these,  the  sratiola  officinalis  has  considerable  influence,  and  also 
"the  salvia  officinalis,  the  salvia  aethiopica,  and  verbascum  nigrum.  In 
the  works  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin  you  will  find  a  familiar  treatise 
on  the  art  of  producing  sleep,  which  is  not  unworthy  your  attention. 

Great  caution  is  always  necessary  in  the  employment  of  soporifics; 
there  are  states  of  the  body  in  which,  however  necessary  it  may  be  to 
obtain  sleep,  yet  we  cannot  have  recourse  to  them  without  previously 
preparing  the  system,  and  very  accurately  and  minutely  weighing  all  the 
circumstances.  In  fevers  and  acute  disease  the  first  favorable  symptom 
that  excites  our  hopes  is  sleep  ;  upon  this  sometimes  the  whole  case 
turns  ;  the  patient  to  whom  we  had  looked  with  anxious  solicitude,  for 
whom  we  had  scarcely  dared  venture  to  express  an  idea  that  might  have 
induced  the  friends  to  entertain  a  hope,  falls  into  a  gentle  slumber,  his 
respiration  is  easy,  his  skin  is  moistened  and  warm  ;  he  wakes,  as  it  were, 
m  from  the  brink  of  the  grave,  refreshed  and  recalled  to  continue  his  path 
upon  earth,  even  in  a  firmer  state  of  health  than  he  w7as  previous  to  his 
attack.  If  this  sleep  has  been  naturally  obtained,  it  always  forms  to  us 
an  indication  of  the  utmost  value  ;  but  if  it  be  artificially  produced,  al- 
though it  may  have  been  productive  of  some  apparent  good,  we  cannot 
calculate  upon  it  as  enabling  us  to  form  a  favorable  prognosis,  and,  indeed, 
if  we  cannot  keep  up  the  diffusible  stimulating  system,  the  reaction  is 
great,  and  the  constitution  sinks  afterwards  more  rapidly. 

In  almost  all  cases,  narcotics  must  be  administered  with  great  caution, 
and  to  give  them  in  every  stage  betokens  an  ignorance  of  the  effects 
they  produce.  To  give  opium  where  the  tongue  is  loaded  with  sordes,  is 
to  produce  an  irritation  and  an  excitement  ;  to  give  digitalis  where  the 
tongue  is  red,  is  to  nauseate  and  lose  the  power  of  relieving  by  it  ;  some- 
times soporifics  will  diminish  every  secretion  ;  the  insensible  perspiration, 
the  saliva,  the  urine,  the  bile,  will  be  acted  upon,  from  not  having  taken 
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the  precaution  previous  to  prescribing,  to  remove  from  the  prima?  vise 
by  gentle  laxatives,  the  accumulated  mucus  which,  covering  the  surface 
of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  prevents  the  capillary  circulation  from  be- 
ing healthily  carried  on. 

There  are  some  circumstances  which  may,  at  first  sight,  appear  of 
little  moment,  but  which,  I  can  tell  you,  from  some  experience,  exert  a 
most  extraordinary  influence  upon  your  successful  administration  of  so- 
porifics ;  amongst  these  I  will  more  particularly  notice  to  you  the  effect 
of  light.  You  will  find  in  some  diseases,  especially  in  nervous  fe- 
vers, that  if  your  patient  has  the  stimulus  of  light,  not  only  will  the 
medicine  be  inefficacious,  but  it  may,  as  you  will  sometimes  see,  become 
a  source  of  irritation.  It  is  often  necessary  that  the  room  in  which  the 
sick  person  is,  should  be  kept  in  absolute  darkness,  otherwise  a  large, 
and  what  would  be  a  potent  dose,  will  produce  no  benefit.  In  some 
stages  of  disease,  even  the  presence  of  a  night-lamp  will  counteract  all 
the  good  effect  that  has  been  anticipated.  1  have  uniformly  found  the 
greatest  difference  in  hospital  practice  result  from  the  administration  of 
a  narcotic  during  the  day,  and  during  the  night ;  in  the  former  case  it 
generally  makes  the  patient  fretful  and  irritable,  and  the  various  objects 
which  must  of  necessity  keep  up  a  state  of  excitement,  in  a  ward,  mili- 
tate strongly  against  it  in  the  day  time. 

Quiet  is  also  important  ;  fresh  air,  but  not  cold  air,  although  the  win- 
dows should  be  kept  closed  ;  the  curtains  of  the  bed  should  be  left  open, 
but  not  if  there  is  a  fire  in  the  room,  the  flame  of  which  attracts  the 
eye,  and  such  is  then  the  disordered  state  of  the  sensorium,  that  a  candle, 
or  glare,  will  produce  all  sorts  of  illusions  upon  the  mind.  I  have  known 
delirium  come  on  night  after  night,  until  the  cause  was  ascertained  to  be 
the  fire  at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  the  patient  having  taken  a  narcotic 
draught. 

I  need,  in  these  days,  hardly  caution  you  against  the  talkativeness  of 
nurses,  or  their  officious  zeal  in  waking  the  patient  from  a  sweet  and  re- 
freshing sleep,  for  the  purpose  of  regularly  giving  the  composing  draught. 
I  must,  however,  not  dwell  now  upon  these  topics,  but  hasten  on  to 
speak  of  anodynes. 

The  first  symptom  that  usually  excites  the  attention  of  the  medical  * 
practitioner,  as  it  is  that  upon  which  the  sufferer  most  dwells,  is  pain  or 
disordered  sensation,  and  for  that  it  is  that  relief  is  required.  But, 
whenever  you  are  called  upon  to  alleviate  pain,  you  must  remember  that 
you  do  not  perform  your  duty  by  the  administration  of  a  remedy  which 
can  produce  this  effect  alone.  You  are  to  be  aware  that  pain  is  the 
symptom  of  a  disease,  and  not  disease  itself,  and  that,  in  the  greater 
number  of  cases,  you  do  not  advance  one  step  by  giving  momentary 
ease,  but,  on  the  contrary,  you  may  do  the  utmost  mischief  by  masking 
the  disorder,  by  further  debilitating  the  system,  and,  besides,  you  are 
losing  the  most  valuable  opportunity  of  combating  the  cause.  Again,  in 
some  instances,  the  temporary  relief  you  give  adds  fuel  to  the  flame,  and 
will  afterwards  increase  the  mischief. 

You  are  to  examine  what  other  signs  or  symptoms  of  disease  exist. 
By  combining  them  and  comparing  them,  you  are  enabled  to  arrive  at  a 
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conclusion  of  the  nature  of  the  disease,  to  distinguish  it  from  another,  or 
to  form  a  diagnosis,  as  it  is  termed.  Were  you  to  administer,  during 
inflammation  of  the  brain  or  its  membranes,  where  there  is  acute  pain 
and  sleeplessness,  a  narcotic  to  obviate  both  these  states,  you  would  do 
great  mischief,  by  determining  still  more  to  the  brain,  by  preventing  the 
proper  biliary  secretions,  and  by  losing  the  time  of  action  ;  for  bloodlet- 
ting, under  such  circumstances,  would  produce  ail  the  effects  which  you 
might  vainly  seek  from  the  employment  of  any  narcotic. 

]  need  scarcely  observe  to  you  that  feeling  is  the  most  universally  dif- 
fused of  our  senses  over  the  frame  ;  it  is  the  most  simple  and  common 
to  every  part.  In  some  places  it  is  much  more  acute  than  in  others,  for 
some  tissues  are  alive  to  the  slightest  touch,  and  are  endowed  with  the 
greatest  sensibility.  But  the  organs  that  are  most  susceptible  are  not 
those  which  carry  on  the  great  actions  of  life. 

Thus,  with  regard  to  the  brain  itself,  which  many  physiologists  con- 
sider as  the  seat  of  sensation,  there  is  not  a  single  part  that  has  not  been 
impaired  or  destroyed,  without  any  apparent  change  in  sensation.  A 
number  of  cases  have  been  collected  by  Haller  fully  proving  this  fact, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  that  disease  of  the  heart  in  which  its  blood- 
vessels are  found  to  be  ossified,  called  angina  pectoris,  scarcely  any  pain 
accompanies  some  of  the  most  striking  diseases  of  the  heart  ;  and,  after 
death,  extraneous  substances,  such  as  a  pin,  a  bullet,  have  been  found 
in  the  heart,  producing  little  or  no  disordered  sensation  during  life. 

Some  of  the  most  painful  affections  to  which  nature  is  subjected  occur 
in  the  urinary  organs,  and  those  parts  which  are  subservient  to  genera- 
tion ;  and,  fortunately  for  suffering  man,  the  class  of  narcotics  produces 
a  number  of  substances  which  alleviate  his  pain,  although  they  cannot 
cure  it. 

You  must  learn  that  there  is  as  great  an  art  in  palliating  disease  as 
there  is  in  curing  it,  and  that  the  remedies  I  am  about  to  speak  of  to  you 
possess  this  power  in  an  extraordinary  degree  ;  and  the  medical  man 
who  studies  these  points  will  possess  a  most  important  knowledge,  which 
will  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  him.  It  is  a  branch  of  art,  I  fear, 
very  much  neglected.  Some  individuals  do  not  seem  to  know  that  many 
diseases  are  incurable,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  they  are  always  at- 
tempting an  impossibility  ;  they  are  undermining  the  still  healthy  organs, 
or  rashly  are  terminating  existence.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  one  who 
practises  this  profession  to  study  to  prolong  the  life  of  man  to  its  latest 
possible  hour;  and  when  the  cause  of  disease  is  too  deeply  seated,  he 
must  teach  his  patient  how  he  may  best  diminish  the  predisposition  to  it, 
how  he  is  to  avoid  the  exciting  cause,  and  how  best  he  may  remedy  the 
proximate  cause. 

Beyond  a  certain  point  the  body  is  incapable  of  bearing  pain,  and  na- 
ture prevents  all  further  suffering  by  suspending  or  by  terminating  exist- 
ence ;  previous  to  that  the  nervous  system  is  convulsed,  fever  is  pro- 
duced, and  delirium  supervenes.  But  when  the  system  suffers  from  a 
less  degree  of  pain,  whatever  the  organ  may  be  in  which  it  is  present, 
the  great  sympathetic  nerve  sooner  or  later  feels  the  influence  ;  hence 
loss  of  appetite,  nausea,  vomiting,  and  disordered  states  of  the  alimen- 
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tary  canal,  and  of  the  secretions,  are  produced.  There  are  accidents  to 
which  the  body  is  subject,  which  occasionally  give  rise  to  excruciating 
and  unrelenting  pain,  for  which  we  vainly  seek  any  remedy,  and  the 
suddenness  with  which  life  becomes  extinct  is  fortunate  for  those  to 
whom  this  calamity  occurs. 

Ruptures  of  the  stomach,  of  the  gall-bladder,  of  the  urinary  bladder, 
destroy  sometimes  with  immense  rapidity,  so  that  the  suffering  is  not  in- 
tense, but  sometimes  the  patient  survives  some  hours  in  great  agony. 

Rupture  of  the  stomach  is  not  of  common  occurrence,  it  is  (generally 
the  result  of  over-distension  combined  with  efforts  to  vomit.  Chevalier 
mentions  the  case  of  a  lad,  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  inner  coat  of  whose 
stomach  was  torn  in  many  places,  and  that  of  the  duodenum  was  lacerat- 
ed completely  round  ;  he  had  eat  and  drank  heartily  at  a  Christmas 
feast,  and  was  attacked  with  violent  and  severe  vomiting  ;  next  morning 
he  said  he  felt  as  if  the  blood  in  his  head  was  boiling,  he  was  unable  to 
swallow,  the  pulse  became  irregular,  pressure  on  the  stomach  caused  ex- 
cruciating torture  ;  he  vomited  two  pounds  of  blood  the  following  day- 
previous  to  his  death.  Sometimes  rupture  of  the  stomach  follows  great 
exertion  ;  thus  a  healthy  coal-heaver  in  this  town,  whilst  attempting  to 
raise  a  heavy  weight,  suddenly  cried  out,  clapped  his  hands  to  his  stom- 
ach, drew  two  deep  sighs,  and  expired.  A  lacerated  hole  was  found  in 
the  stomach  large  enough  to  admit  the  thumb. 

Doubtless  overwhelming  pain  has  sometimes  the  principal  share  in  the 
sudden  termination  of  life,  but  under  ordinary  circumstances  I  do  not 
believe  death  itself  either  to  be  the  result  of  pain,  or  that  in  the  greater 
number  of  instances  it  is  attended  with  much  suffering. 

Medical  men  have  been  called  upon  to  declare  what  quantity  of  pain 
individuals  can  endure,  and  they  judge  much  by  the  temperament ;  the 
fair-haired,  blue-eyed,  light  complexioned  person  speedily  faints  after  its 
application,  whilst  he  who  is  dark,  sallow,  and  black-haired,  undergoes 
spasms,  convulsions,  fever,  debility,  and  delirium,  before  nature  refuses  to 
give  up  her  powers. 

Pain  maybe  acute,  dull,  aching,  throbbing  ;  may  be  increased  by  motion, 
by  pressure,  by  the  action  of  any  particular  organ  ;  sometimes  its  limit  is 
very  much  confined,  circumscribed  to  one  spot,  or  it  may  be  very  uni- 
versally diffused  ;  all  these  circumstances  become  indications  of  the  par- 
ticular remedy  to  which  we  are  to  have  recourse. 

You  must  remember  that  your  patient  is  frequently  incapable  of  re- 
ferring you  to  the  exact  seat  of  pain,  and  that  sometimes  the  sensation 
exists  in  a  part  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  organ  that  is  disorder- 
ed, and  were  you  to  apply  your  narcotic  to  the  point  you  would  not 
relieve  a  single  symptom.  Thus,  where  the  liver  is  diseased,  the  right 
shoulder  is  complained  of ;  where  a  stone  exists  in  the  bladder,  the  top 
of  the  urethra  sympathizes;  where  the  cells  of  the  lungs  and  bronchiae 
are  clogged  up  with  mucus,  with  pus,  and  with  blood,  the  cough  and 
uneasy  sensations  are  complained  of  as  affecting  the  larynx  ;  those  who 
have  lost  an  arm  or  a  leg  will  not  unfrequently  complain  of  the  pain  in 
the  fingers  and  toes.  I  have  known  a  blister  applied  to  the  thigh  on  ac- 
count of  pain  and  numbness  there  ;  and  narcotics  administered  where  the 
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pulse  has  indicated  inflammation  ;  and  upon  the  consequent  death,  the 
kidneys  have  been  found  gorged  with  blood,  but  the  acute  pain  in  the  back 
and  the  state  of  the  pulse  had  excited  no  attention  in  the  medical  man. 

There  are  great  varieties  of  disordered  sensation  which,  though  they 
are  not  immediately  painful,  are  sources  of  the  highest  degree  of  irrita- 
tion and  of  annoyance  ;  such  as  soreness,  tension,  numbness,  rawness  of 
parts,  formication,  itching  ;  this  is  sometimes  so  intolerable  as  to  pro- 
duce inflammatory  fever ;  it  is  very  frequently  caused  by  various  parasi- 
tic insects.  1  have  known  two  cases  of  individuals,  who  were  so  dread- 
fully annoyed  by  this  plague  as  almost  to  find  life  intolerable  ;  an  oint- 
ment, the  principal  ingredient  of  which  is  corrosive  sublimate,  in  one 
instance  only  allays  the  suffering  ;  it  seems  to  come  on  at  long  intervals, 
and  though  it  ceases,  on  the  application  of  the  ointment,  for  some 
weeks,  it  still  suddenly  seizes  the  person  with  such  intense  sensation  that 
he  is  obliged  almost  to  tear  his  flesh  for  relief.  In  the  other  instance, 
hydrocyanic  acid,  much  diluted,  effected  a  permanent  cure. 

When  pain  ceases,  it  must,  nevertheless,  be  an  object  of  your  care  ; 
in  very  many  instances,  it  is  right  for  you  to  ascertain  whether  this  has 
gradually  or  suddenly  taken  place;  if  in  inflammation  it  has  suddenly 
ceased,  you  must  be  aware  that  it  may  be  from  mortification  ;  if  accom- 
panied with  shivering  and  sensation  of  cold,  however  slight,  suppuration 
may  be  the  result  ;  sometimes,  as  in  rheumatism,  the  pain  in  the  limbs 
subsides,  but  in  a  day  or  two  the  heart,  or  some  other  organ,  is  affected, 
and  this  has  been  called  metastasis  ;  but,  in  many  instances,  I  an)  per- 
suaded in  rheumatism,  it  is  the  result  of  an  affection  of  the  coronary  ves- 
sels that  supply  the  heart  with  blood,  and  is  produced  by  too  much  bleed- 
ing ;  for  it  seldom,  if  ever,  occurs,  where  venesection  has  not  taken 
place. 

So  that,  thoroughly  to  understand  the  circumstances  under  which 
narcotics  are  to  be  administered,  besides  attending  to  the  age,  to  the 
constitution,  and  to  the  habits  of  life  of  the  patient,  demands,  on  the 
part  of  the  medical  man,  the  most  watchful  care  and  patient  discrimi- 
nation.— London  Lancet. 


REMARKS  UPON  ITINERANTS. 

[Com  nunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
NO.    I.  INTRODUCTION. 

This  is  an  age  of  improvement,  and  mankind  are  progressing  rapidly  to 
greater  and  greater  perfection.  It  would  require  more  time  than  could 
be  spared  from  other  occupations,  even  to  name  all  the  improvements 
which  have  been  made,  calculated  to  render  this  earth  a  more  desirable 
habitation.  The  substitution  of  steam  for  the  less  certain  and  more  un- 
stable force  of  the  winds,  to  propel  ships  and  barges  upon  oceans,  seas, 
lakes,  and  rivers,  is  a  valuable  discovery.  The  application  of  steam  to 
land  conveyances,  in  the  propelling  of  trains  of  vehicles  with  the  rapidi- 
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ty  of  the  most  accelerated  winds,  is  likewise  a  valuable  improvement 
upon  the  former  slow  method  of  conveyance. 

Discoveries  of  various  kinds  are  made,  and  making,  which,  were  they 
not  so  common,  would  be  calculated  to  astonish  the  human  race.  It  be- 
longed to  a  Newton  and  others  to  discover  the  distances,  the  magnitude, 
and  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies  ;  but  other  persons  have  discovered 
some  very  singular  influences  of  these  bodies,  which  they  could  not  dis- 
cover. The  influences  of  the  conjunctions,  the  oppositions  and  other 
locations  of  the  heavenly  bodies  in  regard  to  each  other,  to  produce  sun- 
shine, storm,  drought  and  inundation,  is  worth  mentioning.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  new  moon  to  produce  foul  weather  when  one  point  of  her 
crescent  is  lowered,  and  dry  weather  when  both  are  upon  a  level,  might 
be  mentioned  as  a  curious  discovery.  Other  discoveries  relative  to  the 
influences  of  the  moon  ought  not  to  be  passed  over.  Farmers  have 
learned  to  plant  potatoes  in  the  wane  of  the  moon,  to  prevent  their  run-  * 
ning  too  much  to  vines  ;  and  to  sow  peas  in  the  new  moon,  to  give 
them  opportunity  of  having  green  peas  all  the  season. 

Many  things  have  influences  upon  the  weather  that  the  greatest  phi- 
losophers never  could  discover.  If  the  sun  sets  clear  after  it  has  pass- 
ed through  a  cloud,  it  will  be  fair  upon  the  morrow  ;  if  it  rises  clear  and 
soon  enters  a  cloud,  it  will  be  foul  weather  before  night.  The  last  Fri- 
day of  the  month  governs  the  weather  for  the  ensuing  month  ;  the  twelve 
days  of  Christmas  govern  it  during  the  year.  If  the  sternum  of  the  pul- 
let is  thick  throughout,  it  will  be  a  hard  winter  ;  if  its  density  is  unequal, 
the  winter  in  regard  to  intensity  will  be  unequal  in  an  exact  ratio. 

Observations,  and  signs,  and  wonders,  have  impaited  knowledge  upon 
a  great  many  things.  People  have  learned  to  kill  their  pork  when  the 
sea  is  full,  to  prevent  its  shrinking  in  the  pot.  If  a  dog  howls  when  his 
master  is  absent,  the  poor  man  has  had  something  disastrous  befal  him  ; 
if  the  kine  low  in  the  night  time,  sickness,  or  death,  or  disaster  of  some 
kind,  will  afflict  the  family.  Dreams  are  made  of  more  substantial  ma- 
terials than  cold  philosophy  believes,  and  inform  us  of  sickness  and  death 
and  calamities  of  various  kinds. 

Discoveries  in  regard  to  the  medical  art  have  been  made  of  as  great 
importance  as  any  of  these.  On  this  subject  it  has  been  discovered  that 
ignorance  is  the  greatest  wisdom.  So  certain  are  many  persons  that 
ignorance  is  sound  philosophy,  that  they  will  frown  upon  you  and  call 
you  unreasonable  if  you  tell  them  a  learned  physician  knows  more  than 
the  itinerant  who  never  studied  a  fortnight.  Practising  upon  the  authori- 
ty of  a  recipe  cut  from  a  newspaper  or  an  almanac,  is  more  certain  to 
prove  successful  than  from  the  experienced  councils  of  a  Cullen,  a  Dar- 
win, or  an  Abernethy.  From  the  days  of  Hippocrates  down,  all  that 
has  been  learned  in  regard  to  medicine  is  mere  pretense,  falsehood,  de- 
ception. Indian  doctors  are  sometimes  all  the  toast,  and  know  more 
than  all  others.  At  other  times  Root  doctors  know  more  than  every- 
body else.  Now  Steam  doctors  are  most  in  vogue.  It  was  mentioned 
at  the  commencement  of  this  essay,  that  steam  had  been  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  navigation,  and  to  land  conveyances.  Of  late  it  has  been 
applied  to  new  and  before  unheard-of  purposes.     We  have  latterly 
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been  favored  with  the  advantages  of  Steam  Doctors.  Not  with  doctors 
propelled  by  steam — manufactured  by  the  force  of  steam  ,  but  with  those 
who  apply  steam  to  the  removal  of  disease.  How  wonderful  !  Disorders 
must  all  be  driven  to  the  moon,  or  to  the  fixed  stars,  if  they  are  propel- 
led with  as  much  rapidity  as  are  the  engine  and  its  train  of  cars  upon 
the  rail-road.  Surely  they  will  not  be  permitted  to  tarry  upon  our  sub- 
lunary planet  any  longer.  We  will  see  how  some  of  these  things  are 
in  our  future  essays.  F. 


HYDRIODATE  OF  POTASH  IN  RHEUMATISM. 

This  new  remedy  in  rheumatism  has  been  administered  with  much  suc- 
cess by  Dr.  Elliotson,  at  the  North  London  Hospital.  The  following  case 
was  related  by  him  in  a  recent  lecture.  The  running  from  the  nose 
and  redness  of  the  eyes  which  occurred  in  this  case,  are  common  effects 
of  the  medicine  if  long  continued. 

Francis  Turner,  aged  30,  was  admitted  August  10th,  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Elliotson.  A  married  man,  manager  of  a  wholesale  grocer's  busi- 
ness, of  healthy  family,  and  of  temperate  habits.  About  two  years  ago 
he  caught  cold,  and  lias  complained  of  flying  pains  all  over  his  body 
ever  since.  Has  not  had  gonorrhoea  for  eleven  years.  He  first  felt 
burning  pains  in  the  soles  of  the  feet  and  heel,  the  pain  then  removed 
to  the  shoulders.  During  the  day  time  there  was  an  indescribable  pain 
about  the  fingers,  which  afterwards  became  benumbed.  The  pains  of 
the  soles,  fe<3t,  and  heel,  were  treated  by  liniments  and  leeches.  He 
was  under  Dr.  Haviland  of  Cambridge,  who  gave  him  infusion  of  bark 
and  calomel,  and  told  him  it  was  rheumatism.  The  pain  afterwards  re- 
moved to  the  head  and  neck;  he  was  then  under  Dr.  Lovett  of  Royals- 
ton,  who  blistered  him  over  the  parts  affected,  and  bled  him.  He  was 
subsequently  under  Dr.  Price  of  Margate,  for  almost  twelve  months. 
This  spring  he  has  been  drinking  the  Buxton  waters.  As  a  last  re- 
source he  flew  to  the  infamous  quack  pills  of  Morison,  but  these,  he 
said,  nearly  killed  him.  From  other  remedies  he  occasionally  obtained 
temporary  relief,  but  the  disease  has  not  been  subdued,  though  he  has  been 
rather  improving  since  he  left  Buxton.  His  present  symptoms  are  pain 
in  the  ankles  and  heel,  and  the  right  one  is  swollen.  Weakness  in  the 
wrists  and  hands ;  sometimes  feels  pain  on  turning  his  head  suddenly 
round.  The  right  shoulder  is  very  stiff,  but  not  quite  fixed,  and  the 
pulse  is  not  so  well  felt  at  this,  as  at  the  other  wrist.  Tongue  rather 
white;  pulse  65,  full.  Bowels  regular.  To  have  four  grains  of  the 
hydriodate  of  potash  in  solution,  three  times  daily  ;  common  diet.  The 
next  day  the  dose  was  increased  to  five  grains,  and  he  says  he  feels 
rather  better  already. 

13.  Increase  the  dose  to  sixteen — still  improving. 

16.  Going  on  well,  increase  the  dose  to  seven  grains  and  a  half. 

Sept.  1.  Since  the  last  report  the  rheumatic  pains  have  been  gradually 
getting  less  ;  he  has  occasionally  been  troubled  with  a  little  cough,  and  a 
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running  from  the  nose,  and  smarting  'of  the  eyes.  Pitch  plaster  to  the 
chest. 

3.  As  the  last  named  symptoms  still  continue,  let  him  decrease  the 
dose  to  five  grains,  and  let  him  have  a  blister  to  the  elbow,  as  he  corn- 
plains  of  its  being  stiff. 

29.  Has  been  gradually  improving  since  last  report,  having  continued 
his  medicine  in  the  last  named  doses.  He  was  discharged  perfectly  well 
on  the  3d  of  October. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,    JANUARY    2  5,    1  8  37. 


REPORT  ON  THE  THOMSON! AN  SYSTEM  OF  PRACTICE. 

In  the  course  of  human  events,  it  appears  that  a  small  company  of 
worshippers  at  the  shrine  of  ignorance  in  the  towns  of  Pendleton  and 
Abbeville,  S.  C,  not  content  with  being  permitted  to  indulge  themselves 
with  the  luxuries  of  the  stone  bath  and  liberal  potations  of  decocted 
cayenne,  have  fervently  besought  the  legislature  of  that  State  to  confer 
upon  the  idols  of  their  adoration,  by  the  force  of  law,  very  distinguished 
privileges.  They  pray  "  that  the  Thomsonian  practitioners  of  medicine 
be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  regular  faculty,  and  be  allowed 
to  charge  for  their  services."  This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
whose  report  has  been  kindly  sent  to  us.  We  can  only  republish  a  small 
portion  of  it,  but  the  extracts  will  show  very  satisfactorily  how  well  this 
monstrous  absurdity  is  understood  by  men  of  intelligence  in  all  sections 
of  the  union. 

"  Your  Committee  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  Thomsonian 
practice  of  physic  is  not  founded  in  a  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of 
the  human  body,  nor  of  the  laws  which  govern  its  different  functions, 
either  in  health  or  disease.  And  that  any  system  of  practice  resting 
upon  any  other  basis  than  that  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Anatomy, 
Physiology  and  Pathology,  can  never  be  productive  of  any  great  benefit 
to  the  community.  The  duties  of  a  physician  in  managing  the  diseases 
of  the  human  body,  have  been  very  justly  compared  to  those  of  a  com- 
manding general  in  conducting  military  operations.  The.  body  of  the 
afflicted  man  is  likened  to  an  invaded  territory;  the  disease  is  the  enemy, 
and  the  physician  is  the  general  engaged  to  resist  him.  Whilst  everyone 
must  recognize  at  a  single  glance  the  indispensable  importance  in  the 
process  of  military  operations  of  the  most  minute  topographical  knowledge, 
on  the  part  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  invaded  country,  none  will 
doubt  that  similar  acquaintance  with  the  structure  of  the  human  body  is 
equally  necessary  to  the  Medical  General.  Your  Committee,  therefore, 
are  of  opinion  that  a  system  of  medical  practice  which  dispenses  with 
this  all-important  preliminary  instruction,  must  stand  forever  condemned 
by  the  common  sense  of  mankind.  It  involves  a  pretension  scarcely  less 
ridiculous  than  that  of  a  man  who  should  venture  to  advertise  himself  a 
repairer  of  watches  who  had  simply  learned  to  count  the  figures  on  a 
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dial-plate,  or  of  the  officer  of  a  campaign  who  on  being  informed  of  the 
death-dealing  powers  of  powder  and  ball,  directs  his  ordnance  against 
the  ramparts  of  his  enemy  without  making  a  single  inquiry  as  to  the  point 
where  they  could  be  most  successfully  assailed.  Your  Committee  con- 
ceive that  it  is  a  glaring  absurdity  to  suppose  that  any  system  of  practice 
of  medicine  can  be  used  to  advantage  which  is  not  founded  in  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  the  human  body  and  of  the  laws  which 
govern  it  both  in  health  and  disease.  From  the  complex  structure  and 
diversified  action  of  the  different  parts  of  the  human  system,  and  from 
the  fact  that  most  of  the  derangements  with  which  the  physician  has  to 
contend  are  internal,  it  is  obvious  that  to  enable  him  to  have  a  rational 
conception  both  of  the  kind  and  degree  of  the  derangement,  and  of  the 
best  mode  of  restoring  the  parts  to  a  healthy  condition,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  understand  the  modus  operandi  of  the  medicines  used,  he  must 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  parts  involved  in  the  disease." 

With  reference  to  the  pharmaceutical  attainments  of  the  practitioners 
of  this  system,  the  Committee  remark  : — 

"  Their  only  crucible  is  the  human  stomach,  and  their  only  test  of  the 
healing  or  destructive  powers  of  their  remedies,  the  consequent  injury 
or  improvement,  the  life  or  death,  of  the  patient.  Are  not  these  consid- 
erations amply  sufficient  to  show  how  utterly  futile  it  is  to  expect  any- 
thing like  general  success  from  a  system  of  practice  where  these  requi- 
sitions are  wanting  ?  How  then  do  these  requisitions  compare  with  the 
Thomsonian  system  of  practice  ?  Thomson,  the  reputed  author  of  the 
system,  was  doubtless  ignorant  of  anatomy,  physiology  and  chemistry. 

"  Nothing  is  required  to  initiate  the  most  ignorant  man  in  the  commu- 
nity into  all  the  mysteries  of  their  practice,  except  the  procurement  of  a 
patent,  a  little  light  reading  on  the  medicinal  properties  of  a  few  plants, 
and  the  several  combinations  of  their  medicines,  together  with  a  great 
deal  of  abuse  of  science  and  of  scientific  men.  Thus  armed,  and  with 
no  other  qualifications,  they  step  forth  and  ask  to  be  placed  upon  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  regular  faculty  and  be  allowed  to  charge  for  their 
services." 

After  a  series  of  logical  deductions,  touching  the  utter  worthlessness- 
of  the  whole  system,  which  is  without  system  or  common  sense,  the  report 
adds  : — 

"  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  unless  the  Legisla- 
ture is  prepared  to  decide  that  all  learning  is  a  humbug,  and  that  the  pre- 
tender has  a  right  to  equality  with  the  man  of  science,  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  cannot  be  granted. 

"  We  cannot  admit  the  possibility,  that  any  such  mushroom  system  as 
that  of  Thomson's  Practice,  which  sprang  up  in  darkness,  and  is  inevita- 
bly doomed  to  wither  and  perish  when  exposed  to  light,  can  ever  win 
favor  with  this  enlightened  Legislature,  and  be  permitted  on  an  equality 
with  that  scientific  system  of  practice,  which  is  founded  on  a  knowledge 
of  anatomy,  physiology,  and  pathology,  and  which  has  been  maturing  for 
the  last  twenty  centuries,  and  has  received  contributions  from  some  of 
the  most  enlightened  and  brilliant  minds  of  every  age." 

Were  it  convenient  to  insert  the  whole  report,  we  are  sure  it  would  be 
well  received.  The  petitioners,  however,  who  consider  themselves  per- 
secuted for  righteousness  sake,  in  common  with  their  brethren  of  the 
same  class  in  other  States,  are  never  discouraged  ;  they  continue  to  hope 
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for  a  return  of  the  dark  ages,  and  seem  to  believe  that  by  multiplying 
ignoramuses,  they  shall  ultimately  triumph  over  the  sunshine  of  literature 
and  science. 


Medical  Lectures. — Most  of  the  schools  have  brought  their  lecture 
terms  nearly  to  a  close.  As  far  as  they  have  been  heard  from,  through 
correspondents,  they  have  all  been  prosperous  and  well  attended.  Fa- 
cilities for  anatomical  pursuits  are  every  where  given,  as  the  case  must 
he  in  every  intelligent  community.  Where  the  legislature  punishes  those 
whom  it  declares  shall  be  well  educated  in  the  knowledge  of  the  human 
frame,  before  being  allowed  to  prescribe  for  the  ills  of  the  living,  as  felons, 
the  profession  cannot  advance,  nor  operate  to  the  greatest  physical 
and  moral  good  of  the  people.  Happily  for  the  age,  those  prejudices 
which  once  were  so  formidable,  that  to  have  dissected  a  subject  would 
have  consigned  the  physician  who  was  known  to  have  done  it,  to  infamy, 
have  been  overcome,  with  a  frvv  solitary  exceptions.  An  occasional 
monument  of  the  olden  time,  in  the  form  of  an  antique  magistrate,  some- 
times manifests  a  disposition  to  assert  the  majesty  of  the  law,  by  way  of 
reminding  the  world  of  their  existence.  But  in  Massachusetts,  for  a 
certainty,  there  can  be  no  motive  for  violating  any  enactment  of  the  legis- 
lature in  relation  to  this  subject.  The  liberality  and  fostering  care  ex- 
tended to  the  medical  profession  are  worthy  of  all  acknowledgment  and 
praise. 


Mortality  in  1836. — In  Baltimore,  the  total  number  of  deaths,  accord- 
ing to  a  recently  published  bill  of  mortality,  was  2373.  According  to  the 
census  of  1830,  the  population  of  that  city  was  80,990  ;  of  which  18,907 
were  colored  persons — 14.783  being  free,  and  4,124  held  in  slavery.  The 
oldest  white  person  who  died  last  season,  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
112  ;•  and  the  oldest  colored  person,  a  female,  had  attained  to  120  years! 
Eight  females  who  died  there  in  1836,  had  each  lived  over  a  century — a 
good  comment  on  the  healthfulness  of  the  city.  Of  consumption,  316 
died,  being  the  greatest  mortality  by  any  one  disease.  There  were  181 
still  births  ;  191  by  cholera  infantum  ;  83  of  bilious  fever  ;  30  of  scarlet, 
77  of  catarrhal,  and  41  of  typhus  fevers.  By  unknown  infantile  maladies, 
478  ;  suicide,  10  ;  intemperance,  50  ;  and  by  old  age,  137.  August  was 
remarkable  for  the  greatest  number  of  interments,  there  having  been 
377.  June  was  strictly  the  most  exempt  from  sickness,  although  there 
were  133  deaths  in  that  month. 

In  Warwick,  Mass.  the  number  of  deaths,  in  1836,  was  ten — population 
1150.    Only  one  death  to  115  persons. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  New  York,  the  last  year,  was  8009,  being 
927  more  than  in  1835.  One  thousand  five  hundred  and  fourteen,  nearly 
one  fifth  of  the  whole,  were  caused  by  consumption. 

The  number  of  interments  in  the  town  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  containing 
about  10,000  inhabitants,  was  185  during  the  year  1836. 

In  West  Hartford,  Ct.,  the  number  of  deaths  was  17 — two  less  than 
during  the  preceding  year. 


Power  of  Galvanism. — A  paragraph  is  going  the  rounds,  said  to  have 
been  extracted  from  a  late  foreign  Journal,  but  which,  however,  we  cannot 
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find  in  any  of  our  exchange  favors,  which  describes  the  restoration  of 
speech,  taste  and  hearing,  in  a  Polish  officer  who  had  been  deprived  of 
them  ever  since  the  battle  of  Astroleuka,  in  consequenee  of  an  unexpect- 
ed discharge  of  cannon.  The  concussion  was  so  tremendous  as  to  throw 
him  down  ;  and  although  there  was  not  the  slightest  external  wound,  when 
he  recovered  himself  he  found  that  two  of  his  senses,  viz.  taste  and  hear- 
ing, as  well  as  the  power  to  articulate  words,  were  utterly  gone.  All  the 
eminent  physicians  of  Vienna  had  made  trial  of  their  skill  to  restore  the 
loss,  but  ineffectually.  Being  finally  conveyed  to  Paris,  the  advice  of 
M.  Magendie  was  sought.  He  applied  the  galvanic  fluid  to  the  tympanum, 
and  by  that  means  speedily  overcame  the  deafness.  On  the  third  trial  of 
the  galvanic  action,  the  officer  began  to  perceive  the  returning  sense  of 
taste.  This  is  all  that  is  worth  republishing  about  the  matter,  till  our  in- 
formation is  derived  from  an  unquestionable  source. 


Animal  Magnetism. — M.  Poyen  performed  something  very  astonishing 
the  other  day,  in  the  presence  of  several  of  the  most  distinguished  physi- 
cians and  literati  of  Boston.  As  the  exhibition  was  of  an  extraordinary 
character,  we  rely  upon  the  kindness  of  some  gentleman  to  furnish  us 
with  the  particulars. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  Commissioners  appointed  last  year  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  to  select  a  suitable  site  for  a  State  Lunatic 
Asylum,  have  not  yet  reported.  The  geological  survey  of  the  same  State 
has  progressed  during  the  last  year. — Dr.  Hullihen,  of  Wheeling,  Vir- 
ginia, performed  a  fine  operation  a  little  time  since  on  a  double  harelip, 
and  at  the  same  time  took  away  a  projecting  point  of  bone  growing  from 
the  palate,  which  extended  beyond  the  nose — where  the  end  was  capped 
with  a  fleshy  pad,  in  which  two  teeth  were  located. — There  has  been  con- 
siderable alarm  in  consequence  of  the  rumored  existence  of  the  smallpox, 
in  Dayton,  Ohio. — Dr.  Taylor,  an  English  oculist,  for  his  good  profes- 
sional services  in  Egypt,  has  been  raised  to  the  distinction  of  a  Bey. — 
Saatini,  the  great  Italian  singer,  recently  died  of  a  liver  complaint. — The 
indulgence  of  a  musical  taste  has  been  thought  conducive  to  long  life. 
Handel  died  at  75;  Haydn  at  76;  Burney  at  88;  and  Alcock  at  91  years. 
— Thirty-seven  gentlemen  of  the  medical  class  received  the  degree  of 
M.D.  at  the  late  Commencement  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution. — 
Hahnemannism  has  excited  warm  discussions  at  the  late  meetings  of  the 
London  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Johnson,  editor  of  the  Medico-Chirurgi- 
cal  Review,  and  Dr.  Whiting,  President  of  the  Society,  oppose  the  doc- 
trine, which  is  advocated  by  Dr.  Uwins  and  others.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  24th  of  October,  Dr.  Johnson  informed  the  members  that  if  Hahne- 
mannism was  again  introduced  he  should  leave  the  Society  ;  whereupon 
Dr.  Uwins  said  he  would  leave  it,  and  accordingly  walked  out. — The  lec- 
tures of  M.  Broussais,  on  Phrenology,  recently  delivered  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Paris,  are  reported  at  length  in  the  London  Lancet. 


To  Correspondents. — Cruden's  communication  came  too  late  for  this  week. 
An  interview  with  the  writer  is  requested,  as  his  manuscript,  written  with  a  pen- 
cil, is  so  nearly  obliterated  in  several  places  that  we  cannot  understand  it. 


Died,— In  Woburn,  Mass.  Dr.  Sylvanus  Plympton,  aged  79. — Ablest  Scitu- 
ate,  Mass.  Dr.  David  Bailey,  aged  57.  /vr 
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Medical  Advert isements. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  January  21,  35.    Males,  17— females,  18. 

Worms,  1 — convulsions,  1 — lung  fever,  3 — measles,  4 — infantile,  3— quinsey,  1 — disease  of  spine,  1 
— old  age,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2— consumption,  7 — marasmus,  1 — bowel  complaint,  1 — dropsy,  1  — 
croup,  2— apoplexy,  1— decay  of  nature,  1—  paralytic,  1— inflammation  of  the  brain,  1— stillborn,  2. 


PROLAPSUS  UTERI  CURED  BY  EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  HULL'S  UTERO-A  UDOMIN  AL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with  Prolapsus 
Uteri,  and  other  diseases  depending  upon  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in 
every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to  health.  When  this  instrument  is  care- 
fully and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  of  the  patient,  it  invariably  affords  the  most  immediate  immunity 
from  the  distressing"  dragging  and  bearing  down  "  sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  visceral  dis- 
placements of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skilful  application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of 
radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself.  The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by 
the  patient  without  further  aid.  Within  the  last  two  years  700  of  the  Utero  Abdominal  Supporters 
have  been  applied  with  the  most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examination 
by  the  Physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratifying  to 
state,  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  every  member  of  the  Medical  Faculty  who  has  ap- 
plied it,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders  ad- 
dressed to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.    Price,  ,$10. 

Lowe  &  Rued,  Boston  ;  David  Kimball,  Portsmouth,  N.  II.;  Joshua  Durgin,  Portland,  Me.' 
Joseph  Balch,  Jr.  Providence,  R.  1.  ;  Eusha  E#wakds,  Springfield,  Mass.  ;  N.  S.  Worden' 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Oct.  5 — Cm 


MEDICAL  TUITION. 
The  subscribers  have  recently  made  some  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  "of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  have  fiee  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $101)  per  annum  j  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
GEOKGE  II  AY  WARD, 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry  ;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  be  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  (he  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 
AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HENRY  I.  BOWDITCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.    A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Eur  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  Nov.  9,  183G.  NIG— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
[[.  A.  DEWAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  tor  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  be  limited,  and  each  student  will  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Devvar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1836. 


Til!:  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  CL  \PI»,  JR.  at  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  ad  treased,  post-paid.  Il  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover  J.  V.  O.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
vear  in  advance.  $3.50  after  three  month*,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  newspaper. 
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CASE  OF  CHRONIC  HYDROCEPHALUS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  Dr.  Dugas  re- 
lated the  following  interesting  case  of  chronic  hydrocephalus,  which  he 
had  treated  by  tapping. 

This  was  a  male  child,  born  without  accident,  and  enjoyed  apparent 
good  health  until  one  month  old.  His  head  was  then  perceived  to  in- 
crease in  size  more  rapidly  than  is  usual  in  health  ;  and  subsequently, 
the  cranial  bones  separated,  the  eyes  became  spasmodically  turned 
downward,  and  at  four  months  of  age  the  child  experienced  slight  gen- 
eral spasms,  which  in  a  few  days  amounted  to  convulsions.  He  ap- 
peared in  other  respeets  perfectly  well,  was  fleshy  and  had  been  sub- 
jected to  no  treatment  whatever.  The  circumference  of  the  head  was 
now  twenty-four  inches,  and  the  fluctuation  could  be  distinctly  felt  at 
the  forehead,  which  was  puffed  up  by  the  contained  fluid.  In  this  con- 
dition he  had  found  the  patient,  on  the  25th  of  June,  laboring  under 
convulsions  which  had  commenced  several  hours  before.  Dr.  Antony 
happening  to  be  present,  it  was  at  once  determined  in  consultation,  to 
draw  off  a  portion  of  the  effusion  ;  but  having  no  more  suitable  instru- 
ment at  hand,  Dr.  D.  made  the  puncture  with  a  couching  needle,  pene- 
trating about  one  inch  deep,  in  the  left  angle  of  the  fontanelle.  On 
withdrawing  the  needle,  an  ounce  and  a  half  (  3  iss.)  of  limpid  yellowish 
fluid  oozed  out,  and  no  more  could  be  obtained.  The  head  was  then 
bandaged  ;  the  convulsions  continued  during  the  operation,  and  two  or 
three  hours  after. 

On  the  fifth  of  July,  the  operation  was  repeated  with  the  same  instru- 
ment, and  the  application  of  a  cupping  glass,  when  gij.  more  were 
drawn. 

Aug.  12. — Head  had  very  much  enlarged,  and  on  the  use  of  a  very 
small  trocar,  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  3  vij.  of  fluid  were  removed. 

29.  — Head  larger  than  previous  to  the  last  operation.  Drew  off  gxi. 
Sept.  12. — Head  full,  but  not  distended  strongly.    Drew  off  gxv. 

30.  — Head  again  filled.    Drew  off  gxiiss. 
Oct.  16. — Drew  off  gxiv. 

Dr.  D.  remarked  that  the  convulsions  subsided  shortly  after  the  first 
operation,  and  did  not  return,  except  very  slightly,  a  short  time  before  the 
third  and  fifth  puncture,  although  the  accumulation  continually  increased. 
Indeed  his  general  health  appeared  unimpaired  until  the  15th  October, 
when  he  became  dull  and  stupid.  The  stupor  gradually  increased  and 
26 
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he  became  insensible  of  the  nipple  when  put  into  his  mouth.  On  the 
16th  he  appeared  as  if  in  a  profound  sleep,  and  had  swallowed  nothing 
for  two  days. 

After  the  removal  of  the  3xiv.  on  that  day,  he  again  readily  noticed 
and  swallowed  several  teaspoonfuls  of  milk  poured  into  his  mouth.  He 
expired  quietly  on  the  18th  October. 

The  operations  were  never  attended  with  the  least  change  of  pulse, 
nor  symptoms  of  prostration — the  only  visible  effect  being  the  subsidence 
of  the  tumefaction,  and  of  the  tendency  to  spasm.  Iodine,  calomel, 
bandages,  &c.  were  prescribed,  but  never  attended  to  from  the  unwil- 
lingness on  the  part  of  the  mother  to  annoy  the  child,  as  she  thought, 
unnecessarily.  The  fluid  was,  after  several  of  the  operations,  exposed 
to  heat,  without  coagulating  in  the  least. 

The  Dr.  then  gave  the  following  full  and  minute  account  of  the  au- 
topsic  examination. 

Autopsy. — The  cranium  was  opened  longitudinally,  by  an  incision 
made  in  the  membranes  connecting  the  two  sides  of  the  frontal  and  the 
two  parietal  bones.  The  brain  was  found  expanded  like  a  sac,  lining 
the  dura  mater,  and  filled  with  fluid,  which  did  not  escape  until  the 
brain  was  punctured.  The  convolutions  were  entirely  unfolded,  and  the 
walls  of  the  sac  thus  formed  were  about  a  line  or  two  thick.  The  cor- 
pora strata  and  thalami  were  not  affected,  and  the  third  ventricle  was 
nearly  normal  ;  the  fornix,  velum  interpositum  and  plexus  choroides  ex- 
isted ;  the  septum  lucidum  was  not  found.  The  corpus  callosum  could 
not  be  recognized,  although  the  cerebral  substance  forming  the  walls  of 
the  sac  was  as  firm  as  usual  at  this  age.  Cerebellum,  normal — as  also 
the  medulla  oblongata  and  encephalic  nerves.  The  membranes  present- 
ed nothing  peculiar,  save  a  great  want  of  blood  in  the  vessels  of  the  pia 
mater.  The  inner  surface  of  the  cerebral  sac  resembled  very  closely  a 
healthy  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach.  Jt  was  in  some  places  covered 
with  thick  flakes  resembling  dense  mucus  ;  some  of  these  were  yellow- 
ish, some  brown,  others  of  a  crearn  color  and  like  thick  pus.  The  yel- 
lowish patches  were  at  the  bottom  of  that  portion  of  the  sac  correspond- 
ing to  the  anterior  lobes  of  the  brain,  and  were  not  very  unlike  the  ap- 
pearances left  after  the  absorption  of  apoplectic  effusion.  The  left  hem- 
isphere being  the  first  opened,  permitted  the  escape  of  the  fluid  contained 
in  both,  after  which,  on  looking  into  the  right  cavity  through  the  hole  of 
communication  with  the  left,  a  kind  of  longitudinal  septum,  though 
lacerated,  was  seen  hanging  from  the  upper  part  of  the  sac  and  reaching 
its  floor.  It  resembled  the  cineritious  substance,  but  was  so  pulpy  as  to 
be  readily  torn  and  thus  to  prevent  a  satisfactory  examination.  It 
may  possibly  have  been  formed  by  flakes  analogous  to  those  already  al- 
luded to. 

On  examining  that  part  of  the  sac  which  corresponded  to  the  external 
marks  left  by  the  punctures,  the  cicatrices  of  the  seven  perforations  were 
distinctly  seen  in  the  cerebral  substance,  which  at  this  place  with  its 
other  membranes  slightly  adhered  to  the  dura  mater. 

The  contained  fluid  measured  sixty-four  ounces,  was  limpid  and  of  the 
color  of  pale  urine. 
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The  above  case,  although  unsuccessfully  treated,  may,  by  confirming 
the  practicability  and  harmlessness  of  tapping  the  brain,  lead  to  its  more 
frequent  trial.  The  plan  has  proved  successful  in  one  or  more  instances, 
and  therefore  merits  more  attention  than  it  has  hitherto  received.  In 
this  case  the  brain  was  punctured  seven  times  and  sixty-three  ounces  of 
fluid  drawn  off,  yet  not  the  slightest  unpleasant  effect  ever  followed  the 
operation. — -Southern  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


FATAL  INFLUENCE  OF  MENTAL  ON  BODILY  FUNCTIONS. 

15V   C.   o'rJELLY,  M.D.  DUBLIN. 

Mrs.  Mc  D.,  setat.  21,  resident  in  Dublin  only  a  few  months,  of  a  ner- 
vous temperament,  but  possessing  in  general  good  health,  on  hearing  of 
the  death  of  a  brother  with  whom  she  had  resided,  and  from  whom  she 
received  an  annuity  sufficient  for  her  support,  retired  to  bed,  suffering  in 
mind  apparently  the  greatest  distress,  and  observing  that  she  could  not 
survive  him  one  week.  She  refused  sustenance  of  every  kind,  save  cold 
water,  for  the  space  of  three  days  ;  continuing  in  this  state,  her  sister  re- 
monstrated with  her,  and  questioned  her  as  to  her  experiencing  any 
bodily  pain,  which  she  declared  was  not  present,  but  observed  that  con- 
sciousness of  the  loss  she  had  sustained  was  the  sole  cause  of  her  dejec- 
tion. She  moaned  continually.  On  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day,  by 
the  solicitation  of  friends,  she  was  prevailed  upon  to  leave  her  bed  and 
take  a  little  food,  which  she  rejected  by  vomiting  after  a  short  space  of 
time.  On  returning  to  bed  she  took  the  following  draught  in  a  little 
whey — tincture  of  opium,  13  drops  ;  cinnamon  water,  one  ounce;  syrup 
of  ginger,  one  drachm,  furnished  by  an  apothecary.  She  continued  to 
moan,  still  persisting,  however,  that  she  was  free  from  pain.  At  eleven 
o'clock  on  that  night,  and  at  two  o'clock,  A.  M.,  her  sister,  who  slept 
with  her,  found  her  to  be  unusually  cold,  but  perfectly  conscious,  and 
still  without  pain.  At  six,  A.  M.,  the  coldness  was  accompanied  with 
clamminess  of  the  entire  surface  of  the  body,  when  her  sister,  with 
other  friends,  urged  her  to  take  a  little  warm  wine  and  water.  Warm 
applications  to  the  feet  and  stomach  were  also  used,  in  consequence  of 
which  she  rallied,  and  pledged  herself  to  cease  from  moaning.  Yet  free 
from  pain.  Her  sister,  from  fatigue,  slept,  and  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  servant,  on  approaching  the  bed,  with  breakfast,  according 
to  order,  found  Mrs.  McD.  lifeless. 

A  laudanum  bottle  wras  found  in  the  apartment,  but  it  belonged  to  the 
sister,  and  was  emptied  by  her  and  not  by  the  deceased,  the  former  being 
in  the  habit  of  using  laudanum. 

The  body  was  examined  by  me,  in  conjunction  with  a  few  medical 
friends,  and  some  of  the  most  intelligent  pupils  of  my  class,  forty-eight 
hours  subsequently  to  death.  After  the  usual  examination  of  the  surface, 
where  no  morbid  alteration  was  evident,  1  made  an  incision  through  the 
pericranium;  fluid  blood  exuded  from  the  divided  surfaces  of  the  vessels. 
On  removing  the  calvarium  the  vessels  connecting  it  with  the  dura  mater 
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allowed  the  fluid  to  escape  ;  the  dura  mater  and  meningeal  vessels  were 
in  their  natural  state  ;  in  fact,  the  remaining  membranes  of  the  brain, 
and  the  brain  itself,  were  healthy  ;  the  spinal  column,  also,  was  natural  ; 
the  viscera  of  the  thorax  were  equally  so,  but  the  liver  pressed  upwards, 
against  diaphragm,  so  as  to  diminish  the  capacity  of  the  thorax  on  that 
side. 

The  heart  had  on  its  exterior  some  adipose  substance  ;  the  abdominal 
viscera  were  nearly  in  their  natural  state  ;  the  stomach  and  intestines 
were  distended  with  flatus  ;  the  former  contained  a  dark  fluid,  having  a 
slight  venous  smell  ;  the  mucous  coat  was  slightly  tinged,  but  by  wash- 
ing it  was  found  to  be  healthy.  This  fluid  was  collected,  and  submitted 
to  the  most  careful  analysis  by  Dr.  Kane,  the  present  Professor  of  Che- 
mistry at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  myself,  but  not  a  trace  of  opium,  or 
any  of  its  constituents,  could  be  detected  ;  the  liver  was  of  its  ordinary 
size,  the  yellow  tissue  predominating,  owing  to  deficiency  of  blood,  and 
different  from  the  fatty  degeneration  so  frequently  met  with  in  scrofu- 
lous persons,  nor  could  I  ascertain,  although  familiar  with  the  family, 
that  any  diathesis  of  the  kind  existed  amongst  them,  nor  was  a  vestige  of 
it  to  be  met  with  in  her;  the  porta  and  mesenteric  vessels  were  dis- 
tended with  fluid  blood  ;  the  omentum  was  loaded  with  fat  ;  the  uterus 
was  healthy,  as,  also,  were  its  appendages  ;  the  bladder  was  empty,  and 
contracted  ;  the  ilium,  near  its  termination,  was  of  a  deeper  tinge  than 
usual,  owing  to  its  pending  position  for  so  many  hours,  as  described  by 
Burns,  Andral,  Billiard,  &ic. 

Such  were  the  appearances.  Taken  as  a  whole,  they  appear  to  me, 
so  far  as  our  present  anatomical  and  pathological  knowledge  enable  us  to 
form  an  opinion,  insufficient  to  account  for  death.  To  what,  then,  can 
we  attribute  the  loss  of  life  ?  Surely  to  the  fact  of  the  individual  being 
panic-stricken,  and  in  support  of  this  I  shall  add  the  following  cases. 
Let  me  premise  that  the  influence  of  the  mind  on  diseases  both  of  the 
acute  and  chronic  form  is  very  considerable.  Witness  the  perfect  pros- 
tration of  intellect  from  a  previous  state  of  soundness,  by  a  similar 
influence. 

In  Dr.  Marshall's  "  Hints  to  Medical  Officers,"  in  the  latter  pages  of 
that  work,  is  the  following — "Capt.  D.,  who  was  stationed  on  the  east 
coast  of  Ceylon,  on  hearing  that  the  British  troops  had  been  ordered  to 
prepare  to  enter  the  Kandian  territory,  went  to  bed,  and  never  from  that 
moment  uttered  a  syllable.  The  functions  of  the  lungs  and  the  heart 
continued,  but  there  seemed  to  be  no  feeling,  nor  any  desire  of  motion. 
He  survived  about  fifty  hours,  and  then  expired.  This  arose  (as  it  is 
stated)  from  the  fact  of  the  Kandian  territory  having  proved  a  grave  to 
many  of  his  comrades,  which  caused  him  to  entertain  an  unfavorable 
opinion  of  a  Kandian  war." 

Mr.  Dick,  late  Army  Medical  Inspector,  states,  that  at  the  time  that 
the  plague  raged  in  Egypt  our  troops  were  ordered  to  be  removed,  and 
as  it  was  necessary  that  a  medical  officer  should  remain  with  the  sick, 
they  agreed  to  draw  lots  for  that  officer,  when  the  individual  on  whom 
the  lot  fell  immediately  dropped  dead. 

In  either  the  Lancet,  or  the  Medical  Gazette,  was  given  the  case  of  a 
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Mr.  Balis,  who  appeared  to  be  rather  nervous  at  hearing  cf  the  murder 
effected  by  Mr.  Stoney hurst,  who  murdered  his  own  son  and  stabbed 
himself  in  the  breast.  Residing  next  door,  he  could  not  sleep ;  and 
one  evening  having,  on  going  to  bed,  left  his  door  on  a  jar,  a  dog  made 
his  way  into  the  apartment  and  upset  the  basin  stand,  when  the  noise 
made  such  an  impression  on  him  that  he  died  in  a  few  hours. 

In  Dr.  Thomson's  work  on  Therapeutics,  we  have  examples  recorded 
of  the  influence  of  the  exciting  and  depressing  passions  of  the  same  pur- 
port. I  might  also  adduce  several  other  authorities,  but  in  those  we  find 
them  not  supported  by  the  result  of  after-examination.  I  record  the  pre- 
sent case  in  order  to  add  to  the  existing  testimony  of  the  influence  of 
mind  on  the  body  in  a  stale  of  health. — London  Lancet. 


ASTHMA. 

FROM    DR.   HAXAXr/s   PRIZE  DISSERTATION. 

When  we  consider  the  several  forms  of  catarrh  and  emphysema  of 
which  wre  have  given  the  succinct  history,  it  appears  evident  that  asthma 
is  in  very  many  instances  nothing  more  than  a  symptom  of  an  original 
and  independent  disease.  This  fact  will  demonstrate  the  importance  of 
clearly  elucidating  our  diagnosis  by  every  available  mean  within  our 
reach  ;  and  it  cannot  now  be  questioned  that  the  study  of  physical  signs 
is  the  only  sure  and  undoubted  resource.  Without  the  aid  which  those 
will  assuredly  give,  every  remedial  measure  must  be  prescribed  at  ran- 
dom, and  it  is  time  that  empiricism  should  yield  to  the  clear  light  of 
reason. 

That  asthma  is  sometimes  an  idiopathic  affection  we  are  scarcely 
permitted  to  doubt,  because  cases  are  reported  by  those  most  skilled  in 
the  use  of  the  stethoscope,  in  which  this  instrument  was  impotent  to  de- 
tect the  slightest  lesion  ;  and  where  opportunities  for  making  examina- 
tion after  death  have  occurred,  no  derangement  of  structure  has  been 
observed.  To  such  forms  of  the  disease  can  alone  be  appropriated  the 
names  of  nervous  and  spasmodic  ;  and  nearly  everything  that  can  be 
said  relatively  to  the  pathological  condition  necessary  to  the  production 
of  symptoms,  must  from  the  nature  of  things  be  hypothetical. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  our  purpose  to  describe  the  symptoms  of  ner- 
vous asthma,  nor  can  we  advance  one  step  in  our  present  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  by  reiterating  the  oft-repeated  doctrine  of  the  deranged  and 
unequal  distribution  of  the  nervous  energies  ;  whether  in  such  cases  the 
lungs  receive  more  or  less  than  their  accustomed  portion,  who  can  tell? 
But  there  is  an  idea,  first  suggested,  if  our  memory  does  not  deceive  us, 
in  the  very  excellent  little  work  of  Mr.  Teale  on  Neuralgic  affections, 
that  the  form  of  disease  now  under  consideration  may  be  due  to  an 
irritation  of  the  rachidian  column  ;  and  our  recollection  inclines  us  to  the 
belief  that  several  cases  were  treated  upon  this  principle  with  the  most 
entire  success.  The  point  of  irritation  is  discovered  by  pressing  upon 
the  spinous  processes  of  the  vertebrae,  when  some  degree  of  tenderness 
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is  immediately  felt;  and  notwithstanding  it  is  impossible  in  the  present 
state  of  the  science  to  offer  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  fact,  vet  it 
is  not  the  less  true.  As  to  ourselves  we  have  met  with  no  case  refer- 
able to  a  spinal  lesion,  and  therefore  speak  not  from  any  experience  of 
our  own. 

Although,  as  already  remarked,  it  is  incompetent  for  the  instrument  to 
detect  any  structural  derangement,  yet  does  it  reveal  a  singular  peculiarity 
in  the  respiratory  function.  While  the  patient  is  gasping  for  breath,  and 
suffering  all  the  agonies  of  an  anticipated  suffocation,  the  respiration,  as 
studied  through  the  medium  of  the  stethoscope,  appears  to  be  carried 
on  with  more  than  its  usual  intensity  :  the  sensation  is  experienced  by  the 
observer,  as  if  the  vesicles  were  distended  to  their  utmost,  by  the  rapid 
and  unobstructed  ingress  of  the  air  ;  it  has  become  eminently  puerile  in 
its  character,  and  it  must  be  from  some  derangement  of  the  nervous  in- 
fluence, that  this  increased  necessity  for  respiration  is  awakened.  As 
soon  as  the  paroxysm  has  finished,  the  gentle  respiratory  murmur  of 
health  is  again  recognized.  It  is  not  pretended  that  puerile  respiration  is 
alone  heard  in  simple  nervous  asthma;  in  the  case  of  chronic  dry  catarrh, 
where  dyspnoea  is  the  predominant  symptom  of  the  paroxysm,  it  is 
often  observed,  and  there  is  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  its  produc- 
tion, than  by  admitting  the  accessory  influence  of  nervous  derangement. 

Many  years  since,  before  pathological  anatomy  had  asserted  its  just 
claim  to  the  elucidation  of  disease,  every  attack  of  asthma  was  supposed 
to  be  spasmodic  ;  and  although  subsequent  research  has  abundantly  de- 
monstrated the  falsity  of  the  hypothesis,  yet  is  there  reason  to  believe, 
from  the  structure  of  the  bronchial  branches,  that  there  are  cases  which 
belong  to  this  category.  Lauth,  Reisseissen,  and  other  anatomists,  have 
proved  the  existence  of  circular  muscular  fibres  in  the  minutest  ramifi- 
cations of  the  bronchia?,  and  analogy  might  lead  to  the  inference  that 
they  entered  into  the  formation  of  the  parietes  of  the  air-cells.  A  simi- 
lar train  of  functional  symptoms  belongs  to  ibis,  as  to  the  other  varieties 
of  asthma;  and  when  spasm,  either  of  the  smaller  branchiae  or  the  air 
vesicles,  or  both  at  one  and  the  same  time  exists,  the  entrance  of  the 
air  is  impeded,  and  respiration  must  be  more  or  less  diminished.  It  oc- 
curs in  many  instances,  that  cases  of  slight  catarrh  are  discoverable  by 
the  instrument,  but  not  sufficient  to  account  for  the  paroxysm.  What- 
ever influence  this  circumstance  may  possess,  it  should  be  regarded  as 
acting  conjointly  with  the  more  active  one  of  spasm  ;  and  if  it  be  allow- 
able to  draw  a  pathological  deduction  from  the  effect  of  a  remedial  agent, 
this  explanation  might  be  considered  as  at  least  plausible.  We  have  in 
our  eye  the  case  of  a  medical  gentleman,  in  whom  the  affection  was 
probably  altogether  catarrhal  in  its  origin,  for  there  is  expectoration  ;  the 
paroxysms  of  the  disease  are  both  relieved  and  rendered  less  frequent  by 
the  anti-spasmodic  virtues  of  tobacco.  We  speak  problematically,  for 
we  have  made  no  examination. 
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dr.  alley's  communication  on  pulmonary  gangrene. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Dr.  A.'s  explanation  of  his  mistake  in  confounding  the  existence  of  the 
respiratory  murmur  with  the  phenomenon  of  pectoriloquy  in  the  same 
part,  is  evidently  an  after-thought.  A  proof  of  this  is  found  in  the 
sixth  case,  in  which  Dr.  A.  says,  "  respiratory  murmur  sonorous  on 
both  sides  the  chest — distinctly  pectoriloquous  on  the  right  side  above 
the  nipple,"  &c.  His  "  pathological  conclusion"  is,  that  the  diseased 
parts  are  cavernous  and  passing  into  the  state  of  sphacelation.  More- 
over, when  Dr.  A.'s  fatal  prognosis  of  this  case  came  to  be  verified, 
which  we  have  reason  to  suppose  soon  happened,  the  patient's  attending 
physician  found  in  his  right  side  "  one  complete  excavation  ;  not  a  parti- 
cle that  resembled  lung  or  membrane  remained."  Now  let  any  auscul- 
tator  who  has  learned  to  discern  the  respiratory  murmur,  say,  if  Dr. 
Allen's  ears  could  possibly  be — long  enough  (we  were  going  to  say) — 
to  hear  a  "  respiratory  murmur"  in  such  a  lung  as  this  must  have  been  at 
the  time  of  his  examination.  The  murmur  of  respiration  is  the  sound 
produced  by  the  expansion  of  the  vesicles  of  the  lung.  How  can  this 
be  heard  when  the  vesicles  are  destroyed  ?  How  can  pectoriloquy  be 
beard  unless  where  ulceration  has  destroyed  the  vesicles?  Are  not  the 
respiratory  murmur  and  pectoriloquy  incompatible  ?  and  is  not  Dr.  A.'s 
au  scultation  sadly  out  of  joint  ? 

2.  Next,  as  to  bronchial  glands.  If  Dr.  A.  means  the  absorbent 
glands,  disseminated  invisibly  in  the  parenchyma  of  the  lungs,  let  him 
tell  us  so,  and  not  use  a  term  constantly  limited,  in  general  use,  to  the 
cluster  of  glandular  bodies  at  the  root  of  the  lungs,  or  bifurcation  of  the 
bronchi. 

3.  The  prominent  defects  of  Dr.  Allen's  communication  are,  first,  the 
want  of  precision  in  stating  facts — the  result  of  imperfect  observation. 
Second,  want  of  precision  in  language,  arising  from  a  variety  of  causes, 
principally  from  not  having  a  clear,  distinct,  nette  idea  of  things  to  be 
represented,  and  from  want  of  familiarity  with  the  observations  and  lan- 
guage of  others.  He  is  "a  little  out  of  joint  "  (i.  e.  what  the  surgeons 
call  a  subluxation^)  in  giving  as  a  treatise  on  pulmonary  gangrene,  in 
which  he  gives  no  case  of  the  constitutional  affection  which  is  peculiarly 
entitled  to  that  name,  and  relates  cases,  only,  of  foetid  expectoration, 
some  of  which  probably  were  not  gangrenous,  and  in  all  of  which  the 
partial  gangrene  was  only  such  an  occurrence  as  is  ordinarily  accounted 
for  by  inflammation,  hyperemia  and  strangulation.  Jf  he  had  named 
his  paper  a  treatise  on  circumscribed  pulmonary  gangrene,  lie  would 
have  been  understood. 

4.  Does  Dr.  Allen  mean  to  say  that  nothing  sounds  hollow  but  an 
empty  barrel?  When  the  lungs  are  filled  with  air,  the  thorax  returns  a 
hollow  sound  on  being  struck.  The  degree  of  sonoriety  varies  with  the 
density  of  the  thoracic  contents,  from  the  extreme  sonoriety  of  pneumo- 
thorax and  emphysema,  to  the  extreme  flatness  of  effusion  and  hepatiza- 
tion.   This  is  a  plain  general  law.    A  pectoriloquous  part  does  not  al« 
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ways,  perhaps  not  often,  sound  as  "  hollow  "  as  where  the  lung  is  healthy, 
obviously  because  the  walls  of  most  pulmonary  caverns  are  of  consider- 
able thickness.  Dr.  A.'s  imagination  is  a  little  too  active.  Does  he 
not  know  that  the  city  presses  strike  off  their  papers  generally  the  even- 
ing before  they  are  dated,  in  order  to  be  ready  for  the  mails. 

5.  Lastly  as  to  the  '"  puerile  crepitus,"  rale,  rattle  or  rhoncus.  The 
term  puerile  is  improperly  applied  to  either  of  them.  But  especially, 
since  a  crepitus  is  always  a  symptom  of  disease,  and  puerile  respiration 
implies  only  an  exaggeration  of  the  healthy  murmur,  a  puerile  crepitus 
is  absurd. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  say  a  word  to  the  worthy  author  of  the  com- 
munication that  has  drawn  forth  these  remarks.  Soyez  tranquille.  Do 
not  chafe  at  a  little  good-humored  reproof,  even  though  it  lacks  the 
urbanity  of  a  "  metropolitan  critic,"  and  comes  in  the  name  of  "  Alex- 
ander, the  corrector."  Pluck  out  that  little  germ  of  self-conceit  that  is 
budding  in  your  breast — give  us  your  next  cases  in  better  style  and  more 
philosophical  language — have  the  charity  to  believe  the  world  have  not 
been  asleep  on  the  subject  of  auscultation  since  1819 — do  not  adminis- 
ter to  yourself  so  dangerous  a  dose  of  glorification  as  to  believe,  as  you 
declare  in  your  last  communication,  "  I  have  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
a  far  greater  and  more  important  object,  that  is,  in  bringing  the  generally 
neglected  subject  of  auscultation  before  the  medical  public."  Receive 
these  hints,  my  dear  doctor,  as  kindly  as  they  are  meant,  or  you  may 
fall  into  worse  hands  than  those  of  your  sincere  well-wisher, 

Alexander  Cruden. 

P.  S. — Please  tell  Dr.  J.  Work  that  a  lung  has  no  posterior  lobe. 

Mr.  Editor, — Why  does  Dr.  Bowditch  pervert  the  true  reading  of  his 
motto  on  the  back  of  his  beautiful  translations  of  Louis?  It  should  be 
"  Perpendendae  non  enumerandae  observationes."  C. 

Boston,  Jan.  \9th,  1837. 


REMARKS  ON  ITINERANTS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
NO.    II.  MERCURY. 

"Pison  Murcury  done  this,"  said  the  puffed-up  empiric,  while  dealing 
out  his  cure-all  for  the  sore  legs  of  a  poor  old  man,  who  had  not  been 
sparing  in  his  younger  days  of  the  cup  that  maketh  the  heart  glad  for  a 
little  while,  but  bringeth  sorrow  in  the  end.  "  Pison  Murcury  done 
this,"  said  the  aunts  and  cousins,  as  they  each  in  their  turn  came  in  to 
pity  the  old  man  for  his  pain  and  inability  to  walk.  "  Pison  Murcury  " 
and  Mother  Eve  have  a  great  many  sins  to  answer  for,  which  they  never 
knew  anything  more  about  than  the  rock  in  the  quarry,  or  the  child 
unborn. 

We  consider  ourselves  an  exalted  people,  and  a  civilized  people  ;  but 
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we  are  not  half  so  far  in  advance  of  barbarism  as  we  think.  The  east- 
ern potentate,  who  makes  it  penal  for  his  physician  to  meet  with  ill  suc- 
cess in  practice,  is  as  reasonable  as  we  in  many  respects  are.  The  na- 
tives of  the  interior  of  Africa,  when  they  murdered  Mungo  Park  for 
not  being  particular  enough  in  his  veneration  to  a  particular  kind  of 
tree,  which  they  worshipped  as  a  deity,  were  not  more  superstitious  and 
inconsistent  than  we  in  some  instances  are.  Notwithstanding  we  have 
light  to  direct  us,  we  will  not  be  guided  by  it.  Like  some  idolatrous 
nations,  who  deify  and  worship  the  most  loathsome  reptile,  we  place 
confidence  in  persons  of  the  least  acquirements,  of  the  most  mistaken 
confidence  in  their  own  abilities,  and  the  most  ill-deserving  of  public 
confidence,  allowing  their  knowledge  to  be  as  great  as  they  would  have 
people  think  it  to  be. 

"  Pison  Murcury,"  which  there  is  so  much  said  about,  in  skilful  hands 
is  one  of  the  best  remedies  which  the  medical  practitioner  has  hitherto 
become  acquainted  with.  It  is,  like  a  great  many  other  things,  de- 
nounced partly  because  it  has  merits.  We  seldom  behold  a  man  of 
sterling  merit  without  enemies.  As  those  are  the  best  fruits  which  the 
birds  have  been  picking  at,  those  things  are  often  the  most  worthy  of 
being  confided  in,  which  have  the  most  strongly  been  spoken  against. 

The  very  persons  who  bestow  so  much  contumely  upon  mercury,  if 
they  know  enough  to  distinguish  one  medicine  from  another,  use  it  them- 
selves when  they  think  they  can  do  it  without  detection.  They  slander 
it  to  brin«;  themselves  into  notice.  Like  the  thief  who  minded  with  the 
crowd,  and  cried  "stop  thief,"  they  sometimes  abuse  it  to  screen  them- 
selves from  suspicion.  From  some  such  way,  and  for  this  more  than 
for  the  benefit  they  intend  by  it,  they  create  for  themselves  a  hobby  up- 
on which  they  too  often  ride  triumphantly  over  the  heads  of  their  more 
deserving  brethren  of  the  medical  art.' 

1  once  knew  a  man  by  the  name  of  Sprague,  who  was  so  boastful  a 
quack,  that  many  people  thought  he  was  almost  a  prodigy  in  the  art  he 
pretended  to  understand.  One  of  his  idolizers,  after  having  vented  his 
spite  at  "  pison  murcury  "  and  "  poticaries,"  showed  me  a  weed  that 
Dr.  S.  used  as  a  substitute  for  "  murcury."  I  told  him  there  was  no 
virtue  in  that,  and  that  I  could  eat  a  hat  full.  "  To  make  it  more  var- 
tuous,"  said  he,  "  he  adds  a  leetle  corrose  of  sublimate."  Corrosive 
sublimate,  you  mean,  said  I.  How  much  do  you  call  a  leetle?  "  Why 
about  five  grains,  or  as  much  as  you  could  take  up  on  the  pint  of  a 
jack  knife."  That  is  enough  to  kill  a  dozen  persons,  said  I.  Calomel, 
the  preparation  of  mercury  which  is  most  generally  used,  may  be  given 
in  tea-spoonfuls  without  danger.  Corrosive  sublimate,  if  given  in  the 
quantity  of  a  grain  of  sand,  would  endanger  a  man's  life.  He  was 
astonished.  He  could  scarcely  be  persuaded  that  I  was  not  trifling  with 
him.  "  Dr.  Sprague  use  murcury  ?  It  could  not  be.  He  talks  more 
against  it  than  all  the  doctors  I  ever  know'd."  He  had  a  terrible  load 
upon  his  mind,  until  he  saw  Dr.  Sprague,  who  made  him  believe  that 
corrosive  sublimate  was  a  vegetable.  F. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE* 

We  rarely  take  up  a  new  work  with  a  prepossession  in  its  favor  before 
giving  it  an  examination.  Dr.  Littell's  Manual,  however,  was  actually 
regarded  with  special  favor  after  we  had  read  the  table  of  contents. 
Whether  others  will  agree  with  us  in  saying  that  this  is  precisely  the 
kind  of  practical  treatise  which  is  needed,  remains  to  be  ascertained  ; 
yet  we  shall  persist  in  recommending  all  young  practitioners  to  procure  a 
copy. 

There  is  a  rare  kind  of  modesty  discoverable  in  the  author,  who  must 
be  conscious  of  having  executed  a  most  praiseworthy  design,  and  yet  he 
no  where  makes  manifestations  of  personal  satisfaction  in  the  achieve- 
ment. Simplicity,  order,  pathological  accuracy,  and,  best  of  all,  plain 
common  sense,  are  among  the  prominent  characteristics  of  this  little 
volume.  Ophthalmic  surgery  just  begins  to  be  studied  in  this  country,  as 
it  should  be.  The  institution  of  eye  infirmaries  gave  the  first  impulse  to 
a  hitherto  neglected  department  of  surgery  ;  and  the  importance  of  study- 
ing the  diseases  of  the  eye  distinctly,  is  now  everywhere  acknowledged. 
Formerly,  drawing  teeth,  opening  abscesses,  splintering  up  fractured 
limbs,  and  occasionally  sawing  oft"  a  thigh  bone,  was  considered,  by 
quite  intelligent  people,  to  constitute  the  whole  art  of  surgery.  The 
organs  of  sense,  those  indispensable  instruments  by  which  man  holds 
communion  with  the  external  world,  and  by  which,  alone,  he  can  appre- 
ciate the  infinite  wisdom  and  majesty  of  the  Creator,  were  seldom  bene- 
fited by  the  rough,  unphilosophical  manipulations  they  sometimes  suffered 
under  the  professed  surgeon's  hands.  A  little  ointment  at  one  time,  a 
lead  wash  at  another,  and  an  eye-stone  where  all  other  remedies  failed, 
have  blotted  out  thousands  of  bright  eyes.  With  gratitude  be  it  spoken, 
a  new  era  has  been  commenced — the  profound  investigations  of  such 
men  as  Mackenzie,  Lawrence,  Middlemore,  &.c.  have  given  an  elevation 
to  this  once  barren  heath  in  the  field  of  surgery.  Oculists  are  now 
more  highly  educated  :  in  other  words,  whatever  belongs  to  the  eye 
anatomically,  either  in  health  or  in  a  state  of  disease,  receives  a  most 
careful  investigation. 

Nearly  all  the  library  tomes  known  to  us  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye, 
are  heavy — very  learned,  very  exact,  but  unfortunately  overburdened 
with  matter.  Like  log-houses,  they  are  over-stocked  with  timber.  Dr. 
LitteH  seems  to  have  avoided  all  tendency  to  book-bulk,  by  sizing  the 
text  as  well  as  dimensions  of  this  excellent  essay,  to  the  time,  purse  and 
daily  wants  of  the  practitioner. 

After  having  bestowed  these  commendations,  it  should  be  kept  in  mind 
that  we  discover  nothing  original  in  principle — indeed,  the  author  makes  no 
attempt  at  palming  off' a  line  by  way  of  surprisal,  as  purely  the  emanation 
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of  his  own  mind.  He  says  (hat  "  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  author  to 
present  the  points  of  chief  importance  in  symptoms,  causes  and  treat- 
ment of  each  disease,  with  as  much  brevity  and  perspicuity,  and  at  the 
same  time  with  as  much  minuteness,  as  the  nature  of  the  plan  would 
permit  ;  and  he  has  freely  availed  himself  of  the  best  sources  of  infor- 
mation." 

Being  well  satisfied  of  the  value  of  his  labors,  he  has  our  cordial  good 
wishes  for  the  future — for  much  more  will  be  expected  from  him.  In 
conclusion,  the  publisher  will  run  no  hazard  in  furnishing  all  the  craft 
with  a  plentiful  supply  throughout  New  England.  It  will  not  do  to  be 
without  it. 


MEDICAL  DEGREES. 

A  memorial  is  now  before  the  Legislature,  from  the  Trustees  of  the 
Berkshire  Medical  Institution,  praying  to  be  empowered  to  confer  de- 
grees independently  of  Williams  College,  located  twenty  miles  north  of 
the  medical  buildings,  with  which  the  school  has  been  connected  since 
its  organization  in  1824.  Great  inconvenience  has  frequently  been  ex- 
perienced at  the  close  of  the  winter  term,  in  collecting  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  Trustees  of  the  College  to  constitute  a  quorum.  We  have  in 
vivid  recollection  a  time,  some  twelve  years  ago,  at  which  great  anxiety 
was  felt  the  night  before  commencement,  on  account  of  the  non-arrival  of 
one  of  the  tribunal  from  whom  alone,  in  that  region,  college  honors  can 
emanate.  Late  in  the  evening,  a  carriage  was  despatched  to  the  town 
of  Lee,  and  the  Rev.  and  venerable  Dr.  Hyde  was  fortunately  produced 
before  business  hours  the  next  morning.  In  giving  the  Institution  the 
authority  it  asks,  nothing  will  be  lost  to  the  College,  and  much  gained  to 
the  School. 


MASSACHUSETTS  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

There  were  two  operations  at  the  hospital  on  Saturday  last — one  for  the 
radical  cure  of  hydrocele  by  incision,  the  other  an  amputation  of  both 
legs  in  a  case  of  gangrene  from  frost  bite. 

The  first  patient,  a  strong  healthy  looking  man,  40  years  of  age,  has 
been  troubled  with  hydrocele  for  the  last  three  years.  About  a  year  since, 
the  hydrocele  was  punctured,  the  water  discharged,  and  an  attempt  made 
to  cause  adhesion  to  take  place  by  injection.  This,  however,  failed,  and 
the  disease  having  returned,  he  had  determined  to  have  an  operation  per- 
formed for  its  radical  cure. 

The  patient  sitting  on  the  edge  of  the  table,  Dr.  Hayward  mnde  an 
incision  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  scrotum,  first  through  the  integu- 
ments, then  through  the  cellular  membrane,  and  finally  the  tunica  vagi- 
nalis, which  was  thickened  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  and  almost  of 
a  cartilaginous  hardness.  About  half  a  pint  of  serum  was  discharged 
from  its  cavity.  The  testicle  and  spermatic  cord  appeared  healthy.  A 
strip  of  spread  lint  was  introduced  into  the  wound — and  no  other  dress- 
ings used. 

The  second  operation  was  an  amputation  of  both  legs — Dr.  Hayward 
operating  upon  one  leg,  and  Dr.  WTarren  upon  the  other.  The  patient 
was  a  farmer,  41  years  of  age,  and  though  not  an  habitual  drinker,  was 
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subject  to  occasional  fits  of  intoxication.  In  one  of  these  unfortunate 
attacks,  three  weeks  since,  and  during  extremely  cold  weather,  lie  en- 
tered a  barn,  where  he  feil  asleep  and  lay  without  covering  during  the 
night.  The  consequence  was  that  both  feet  became  frozen,  gangrene 
took  place,  and  a  line  of  separation  from  the  sound  parts  appeared  about 
two  inches  above  the  ankles.  For  the  first  two  weeks  after  the  accident 
the  patient  had  suffered  extreme  pain — requiring  the  daily  use  of  opiates; 
latterly,  however,  he  has  been  more  comfortable.  His  pulse  is  good — he 
has  a  good  appetite,  and  everything  appeared  favorable  for  the  success  of 
an  operation. 

The  method  of  amputation  was  the  same  on  both  legs,  with  this  excep- 
tion, that  on  one  side  the  whole  operation  was  performed  with  the  catlin, 
while  on  the  other,  the  common  amputating  knife  was  used  to  divide  the 
skin  and  superficial  muscles,  but  was  changed  for  the  catliru  in  dividing 
the  interosseus  muscles.  A  circular  incision  being  made  through  the 
skin,  two  hands'  breadths  below  the  knee  joint,  the  flap  of  skin  was  dis- 
sected up  and  turned  back,  and  the  superficial  muscles  divided  ;  a  catlin 
was  then  made  to  penetrate  between  the  hones  so  as  to  divide  the  interro- 
seus  muscles  and  ligament,  a  retractor  applied,  and  the  bones  sawed 
off*  a  hand's  breadth  below  the  joint. 

Very  little  blood  was  lost  in  the  operation — the  vessels  being  completely 
commanded  by  the  tourniquet.  On  one  side  the  posterior  tibial  artery 
only  required  a  ligature  ;  on  the  other,  both  the  anterior  and  posterior. 
The  wounds  were  brought  together  by  adhesive  straps  ;  over  these  a 
pledget,  and  then  secured  by  the  cross  and  a  rolled  bandage.  The 
patient  was  very  little  exhausted  by  the  operation,  and  seemed  in  good 
spirits  on  being  carried  down  to  his  bed. 


South  Sea  Expedition. — In  looking  over  a  catalogue  of  those  compos- 
ing the  scientific  corps,  who  are  finally  to  give  all  the  permanent  charac- 
ter which  this  interesting  voyage  Qf  discovery  is  to  have  in  after  times, 
should  anything  worthy  of  record  be  achieved,  the  names  of  two  physi- 
cians, only,  were  recognized — Drs.  Coates  and  Pickering  of  Philadelphia. 
We  duly  appreciate  the  merits  of  both  these  gentlemen  in  the  depart- 
ments which  they  are  to  manage.  Dr.  Coates,  as  comparative  anatomist, 
will  not  disappoint  us.  From  the  city  of  Bostoji,  but  one  solitary  indi- 
vidual has  been  selected,  viz.  Mr.  Couthuoy,  the  conchologist.  He  is  a 
host  in  himself — learned,  industrious,  and  ardently  devoted  to  the  pursuits 
of  science.  His  journal  will  be  a  treasure,  should  he  live  to  return. 
The  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence,  the  Representative  to  Congress  from  this 
District,  deserves  the  particular  thanks  of  the  cultivators  of  natural  his- 
tory, for  his  exertions  in  securing  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Couthuoy. 
There  are  three  other  gentlemen  belonging  to  Boston,  whose  services 
should  be  secured.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  invite  Drs.  J.  B. 
S.  Jackson  and  J.  B.  Flint  to  attach  themselves  to  the  corps,  to  act  at. 
discretion  in  relation  to  scientific  labor,  it  would  redound,  in  the  sequel, 
to  the  honor  of  the  nation.  The  third  person,  in  mind,  is  Mr.  Daniel 
Jay  Browne.  He  should  be  hydrographer,  and  should  also  measure  the 
pendulum.  We  earnestly  hope  that  by  some  good  fortune  the  claims  of 
these  gentlemen  may  be  presented  to  the  Secretary,  who  could  not  do  a 
more  dignified  act  than  to  ask  all  three  to  accept  an  appointment  at  their 
own  price. 
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Medical  Lectures  in  Maine.—  Dr.  Childs,  of  Pittsfield,  will  leave  for 
Brunswick  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  to  commence  his  course  on  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  From  all  we  can  gather,  the  pros- 
pects of  the  school  are  flattering  for  the  coming  season. 

The  lectures  in  the  Maine  School  will  be  followed  by  a  lecture  term  at 
the  Woodstock,  Vt.  Institution,  in  which  Dr.  Childs  also  holds  a  chair. 
Dr.  Parker  is  about  leaving  for  Europe,  and  cannot,  therefore,  lecture  at 
that  place  the  present  year. 


Taliacollan  Operation. — Nearly  two  hours  and  a  half  were  lately  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Skey,  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  performing  the 
operation  for  a  new  nose.  The  flap  was  removed  from  the  forehead  in 
the  usual  way,  but  the  hemorrhage  was  so  great,  that  twenty  minutes 
elapsed  after  its  removal  before  it  was  applied  to  the  pared  edges  on  the 
nose.  It  was  perfectly  cold,  but  bled  freely.  The  interrupted  suture 
was  employed,  with  long,  small,  and  slightly  curved  needles,  armed  with 
fine  silk.  The  new  nose  assumed  the  temperature  of  the  surrounding 
parts  in  about  half  an  hour,  and  retained  it.  Its  sensibility  was  not  re- 
covered till  the  day  following,  and  was  for  some  time  after  referred  to  the 
forehead.  The  strappings  and  suture  were  removed  on  the  third  day. 
Three  weeks  after,  the  wound  over  the  forehead  was  healing  rapidly  un- 
der the  application  of  dry  lint.  A  spring  compress  resembling  a  pair  of 
forceps  was  worn  on  the  new  organ,  which  presented  a  tolerable  speci- 
men of  the  natural  nose. 


Patent  Cure  for  Cancer. — Among  the  thousand  and  one  patents  recent- 
ly issued  at  Washington,  including  those  for  Hemp  Brakes,  Cooking 
Stoves,  Mortising  Machines,  &c.  Sec,  we  notice  one  entitled  "  for  an 
ointment,  for  cancers,"  to  Elias  Gilman,  Licking  Co.,  Ohio.  In  order 
that  the  medical  profession  may  not  be  unacquainted  with  an  article 
which  has  been  deemed  worthy  of  this  distinguished  honor,  we  give 
the  following  description  of  the  ointment.  "  It  consists  of  finely  pulver- 
ized sulphate  of  iron,  mixed  with  mutton  suet.  It  is  to  be  spread  on  linen, 
and  renewed  when  necessary.  The  cancer  is  to  be  washed  with  a  de- 
coction of  spikenard  and  tanner's  ooze  and  a  decoction  of  yellow  oak 
bark,  and  sometimes  with  a  solution  of  potash  and  water." 


Seasonable  Query. — A  correspondent  of  the  London  Lancet  inquires 
of  some  of  the  leading  homceopathists  if  minute  portions  of  food  would 
act  in  the  same  magical  manner  as  they  suppose  minute  portions  of  drugs 
to  operate.    If  so,  he  thinks  Hahnemann  deserves  a  statue  of  gold. 


Vegetable  Fecundation. — The  fecundation  of  plants,  now  well  under- 
stood, was  formerly  involved  in  mystery.  Ray  mentions  a  curious  and 
instructive  instance,  in  which  ignorance  on  this  subject  was  the  cause  of 
much  distress,  and  even  loss  of  life. 

"  There  was  at  Brentford,  a  gardener,  Mr.  Ball,  who  had  always  main- 
tained a  fair  and  respectable  character  as  a  gardener.  He  cultivated  a 
remarkably  fine  cabbage,  which  excited  the  attention  of  his  neighbors, 
and  he  sold  a  large  quantity  of  the  seeds  to  several  gardeners  who  lived  in 
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the  immediate  neighborhood  of  London.  They  planted  them  in  the  usual 
mariner,  but  at  the  period  of  development,  instead  of  the  root  they  had 
seen  grow  up  in  Baal's  gardens,  they  found  that  the  brassica  longifolia 
uniformly  made  its  appearance,  not  the  florida,  as  they  had  expected. 
The  gardeners,  fancying  an  imposition  had  been  practised  upon  them, 
determined,  in  a  body,  to  prosecute  poor  Baal  :  the  trial  came  on  at 
Westminster  Hall,  the  unfortunate  man  was  unable  to  prove  his  inno- 
cence ;  neither  the  barristers,  nor  the  witnesses,  nor  the  judges,  knew 
anything  of  the  Linnaean  system.  The  poor  gardener  was  found  guilty 
of  fraud.  He  was  condemned  not  only  to  restore  the  price  given  for  the 
seeds,  but  was  likewise  obliged  to  pay  each  gardener  for  the  loss  of  time, 
and  for  the  ground  that  had  been  uselessly  occupied.  His  character  and 
circumstances  were  consequently  ruined,  which  impaired  his  health,  and 
he  sunk  under  his  accumulated  afflictions,  and  died.  Had  any  one  been 
acquainted  with  what  we  now  know,  or  had  the  poor  man,  Baal,  learnt, 
from  observation,  the  use  of  the  pollen  in  rendering  the  pistil  productive, 
he  would  not  have  been  found  guiity  of  a  crime,  and  the  true  cause  would 
have  been  explained,  namely,  the  fortuitous  impregnation  of  the  brassica 
florida,  by  the  farina  of  the  brassica  longifolia  growing  in  its  neigh- 
borhood. 


The  Select  Medical  Library  and  Eclectic  Journal  of  Medicine  for  Jan- 
uary was  received  last  week.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  in 
the  Journal.  The  Library  consists  of  a  continuation  of  Armstrong's 
Lectures. 

Medical  Education  ;  the  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia  ;  University 
of  London  ;  Notice  of  the  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  Experiments  on  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow  and  Nerves,  by  Prof. 
Mayer,  of  Bonn  ;  Properties  of  Arteries  leading  to  inflamed  parts  ;  On 
the  causes  of  the  Motion  of  the  Blood  in  the  Capillary  Vessels,  by  Dr. 
Poiseuille  ;  Observations  and  Experiments  upon  the  Functions  of  the 
Caecum,  by  Dr.  Schultz,  of  Berlin  ;  On  the  softening  of  the  Mucous 
Membrane  of  the  Intestinal  Canal  in  Children,  by  Dr.  Droste,  of  Osna- 
burg  ;  Chronic  Laryngitis,  by  Dr.  Roots  ;  Oil  of  Croton  externally  ap- 
plied in  Chronic  Laryngitis,  by  Dr.  Romberg  ;  On  Deformities  of  the 
Chest,  by  Mr.  Coulson  ;  Chloride  of  Soda  in  Intermittent  Fevers,  by 
Dr.  Gouzee  ;  Incontinence  of  Urine  ;  Enuresis  ;  Acupuncture  in  Rheu- 
matism, by  Dr.  Lee,  of  Indian  Town,  S.  C.  ;  Cinnabar  Fumigations  in 
Venereal  Ulcers  ;  Formula  for  -  Artificial  Chalybeate  Water  ;  On  the 
Cure  of  Erectile  Tumors  (Aneurism  by  Anastomosis)  ;  Cure  of  Gan- 
glions of  long  standing  by  Puncture  and  Compression  ;  On  the  Treat- 
ment of  White  Swelling,  by  M.  Lisfranc  ;  On  the  Employment  of  Mu- 
riate of  Barytcs  in  the  Treatment  of  White  Swellings,  by  M.  Lisfranc  ; 
Statistics  of  Labor  ;  Presence  or  Absence  of  Pregnancy  ;  Position  of  the 
Head  during  Expulsion  ;  Case  of  Twins  ;  On  the  more  common  Causes 
of  Death  in  newly  born  Infants  ;  Belladonna  employed  in  Spasmodic 
Contraction  and  Rigidity  of  the  LTuterus. 
Otis,  Broaders  &.  Co.  are  agents  for  Boston. 


The  following  is  an  abstract  from  the  returns  of  the  ten  Visiting  Physi- 
cians of  the  Boston  Dispensary  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1st,  1836. 
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Results. — Whole  number  of  cases,  1640.  Recovered,  1400.  Died, 
63.    Relieved  84.    Removed,  39.    Not  relieved,  8.    Remaining,  47. 

Country. — Bostonian,  182.  American,  437.  Hibernico-American, 
333.     Irish,  559.     British,  59.     Other  nations,  30. 

Habits. — Supposed  temperate,  1349.  Drunkards,  62.  Moderate  drink- 
ers, 242.    Children  of  intemperate  parents,  29.    Births,  83. 


The  Blind  made  to  see. — An  interesting  case  of  surgery,  with  a  view 
to  the  bestowal  of  sight,  is  mentioned  in  the  Lexington  (Ky.)  Intelligen- 
cer. It  is  that  of  a  young  man  from  Mississippi,  aged  about  twenty-une, 
and  blind  from  his  birth,  who  came  to  that  city  a  few  weeks  ago.  for  the 
purpose  of  having  an  operation  performed,  in  the  hope  of  attaining  the 
power  of  vision.  The  operation  was  performed  by  Prof.  Dudley,  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Transylvania  University,  and  appears  to 
have  been  successful.  Two  weeks  after  the  operation,  the  young  man 
presented  himself  before  the  medical  class,  and  easily  distinguished  the 
features  of  those  who  had  attended  him  ;  but,  as  was  quite  natural  for  a 
person  in  his  singular  condition,  nothing  satisfactory  could  be  obtained 
from  him,  in  regard  to  the  diffeience  between  those  ideas  which  he  had 
formerly  received  through  the  sense  of  touch,  and  those  recently  received 
through  that  of  vision. 


An  Anencephalus . — At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Augusta  (Geo.)  Medical 
Society,  Dr.  Antony  stated  that  during  the  last  summer  he  had  delivered 
an  anencephalus,  wherein  the  whole  brain  and  medulla  oblongata  were 
deficient.  How  much  farther  down  the  spinal  column  the  deficiency 
continued  was  not  determined,  from  want  of  opportunity  to  continue  the 
examination.  The  child  lived  in  the  full  and  regular  performance  of  the 
functions  of  circulation  and  respiration  (with  the  exception  of  occasional 
short  intermissions  of  the  latter),  for  the  full  term  of  twenty-seven  hours. 
It  was  very  strong  and  remarkably  sensitive  to  the  touch,  so  as  to  exhibit, 
when  touched,  somewhat  of  that  convulsive  effort  produced  by  cold  water 
thrown  on  one  asleep. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  William  Swift  has  sailed  in  the  North  Caro- 
lina gun  ship  for  the  Pacific,  as  surgeon  of  the  fleet. — Dr.  John  D.  Fisher 
has  been  elected  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  House  of  Reformation. — Dr. 
Elliotson,  of  London,  has  employed  wormwood  (Artemisia  absinthium) 
in  various  cases  of  hysteria,  with  success.  In  one  case  in  which  the 
artemisia  failed,  the  carbonate  of  iron  was  effective. — Dr.  Edward  Har- 
rison is  making  some  noise  in  London  by  his  successful  mode  of  treating 
spinal  deformity,  the  cause  of  which  he  attributes  generally  to  the  liga- 
ments.— An  epidemic,  represented  as  resembling  an  inflammatory  pleuri- 
sy, with  dysentery,  has  lately  been  very  fatal  in  Georgia. — Green  tea  is 
said  to  be  very  extensively  manufactured  by  the  mixture  of  tumeric,  indi- 
go, and  white  lead  with  the  coarsest  bohea. — A  practitioner  in  Darlington, 
Eng.,  has  met  with  some  success,  in  cases  of  cancer,  from  rubbing  in 
equal  portions  of  soap  liniment,  and  ox-gall.  Different  preparations  of 
gall  were  also  used  in  some  esses  both  externally  and  internally. 


Died,— In  this  city,  Hon.  Oliver  Fiske,  M.D.,  of  Worcester,  aged  74- 


420  Medical  Advertisements. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  January  23,  36.    M  aWS?"©—  females,  15. 

Infantile,  3 — lung  fever,  3 — scarlet  fever,  2 — smallpox,  2 — convulsions,  2 — coV^miption,  4 — inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  1 — marasmus,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — old  age,  3 — dropsy,  1 — bowel  complaint, 
1 — croup,  3 — phthisis,  I — intemperance,  1 — pleurisy,  1 — typhus,  1 — disease  of  heart,  1 — debility,  i — 
stillborn,  4. 


MEDICAL  TUITION. 

The  subscribers  have  recently  made  some  additional  arrangements  for  the  instruction  of  medical 
students.  A  suitable  room  is  provided,  as  heretofore,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  ;  the  necessary  books 
are  supplied;  and  a  systematic  course  of  study  is  recommended.  Personal  instruction  is  given  to 
each  pupil  in  each  of  the  several  departments  of  medical  knowledge.  Every  facility  is  provided  for 
the  cultivation  of  practical  anatomy,  which  the  present  improved  state  of  the  law  permits.  This 
department  will  receive  the  constant  attention  of  one  of  the  subscribers,  who  will  always  give  such 
aid  and  instruction  as  the  pupils  may  need. 

The  pupils  have  fiee  admission  to  the  lectures  on  Anatomy,  and  on  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University ,  and  to  all  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital ;  and  generally 
they  have  opportunity  to  attend  private  surgical  operations. 

The  terms  are,  $10J  per  annum  ;  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

JOHN  C.  WARREN,       £  .> 
GEORGE  HAY  WARD,  «HP 
Boston,  October,  1835.  June  15— eoptf  ENOCH  HALE, 

J.  M.  WARREN. 


A  BARGAIN. 

A  PHYSICIAN  in  the  County  of  Kennebec*  (.M-unc),  wishing  to  leave  ti  e  State,  would  dispose 
of  his  situation  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.    It  is  an  eligible  stand  for  business,  and  offers  a  rare 
opportunity  for  any  young  gentleman  wishing  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  tnedjeine.     For  further 
information,  inquire  at  this  office— if  by  letter,  post  paid. 
Feb.  1.  H 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

THE  Subscribers  have  associated  (or  the  purpose  of  givrng  instruction  to  Medical  Students.  Oppor- 
tunities will  be  afforded  for  the  observation  of  diseases  and  their  treatment  in  one  of  the  Dispensa- 
ry Districts  and  at  the  House  of  Industry;  and  clinical  instruction  will  be  given  on  the  cases. 
Weekly  Lectures  and  Recitations  will  he  given  on  the  various  branches  of  Medical  Science,  and 
ample  opportunities  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  Special  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  exploration  of  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs. 
Aoplications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  Subscribers. 

MARSHALL  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 
AUGUSTUS  A.  GOULD,  M.D. 
Nov.  30.  HENRY  I.  BOWDtTCH,  M.D. 

HENRY  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  may  hereafter  be  furnished  with  pure  vaccine  virus,  by 
addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal — inclosing  one  dollar.  Letters  must 
be  post-paid,  or  they  will  not  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office.  The  virus  will  invariably  he  sent  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  some  other  mode  of  conveyance  is  directed.  Ten  charged  quills,  an  ample  quan- 
tity for  meeting  any  sudden  emergency,  and  certainly  sufficient  to  propagate  a  supply  from,  will  be 
securely  packed  in  a  letter.  The  gentleman  who  has  undertaken  to  keep  the  virus,  will  faithfully 
supply  that  which  is  positively  genuine  and  recently  taken.  It  will  also  be  furnished  on  application 
at  the  Medical  Journal  office. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

The  undersigned  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  in  all  the  branches  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  A  suitable  room  will  be  provided,  and  pupils  will  have  the  use  of  an  extensive  medical 
library,  opportunities  for  seeing  the  practice  of  one  of  the  districts  of  the  Dispensary  and  of  the  Eye 
and  Ear  Infirmary,  and  of  attending  a  course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye. 

A  regular  course  of  recitations  and  examinations  will  include  all  the  required  professional  works. 
Anatomical  instruction  and  private  dissection  will  form  a  prominent  part  in  the  study  of  the  pupils. 
For  further  information,  apply  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  JOHN  JEFFRIES,  M.D. 

R.  W.  HOOPER,  M.D. 
Franklin  Street,  Moo.  9,  1836.  NIG— tf  JOHN  H.  DIX,  M.D. 


TO  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 
II.  A.  DE  WAR,  M.D.  intends  forming  a  class  tor  the  study  of  Dentistry,  in  every  branch.  The  num- 
ber will  he  limited,  and  each  student  wiU  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  practically  acquainted 
with  all  the  operations  and  manipulations  requisite.  Dr.  D.  has  provided  a  large  and  commodious 
work-room  for  their  exclusive  use.  Further  particulars  may  be  learned  by  calling  on  Dr.  Dewar,  No. 
1  Montgomery  Place.  tf— Oct.  19 

Boston,  Oct.  7,  1830, 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CL  \PI\  J  It.  at  134  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed,  post  paid.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  $3.50  after  three  months,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  gratis.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  fur  a  newspaper. 
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